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T'ii'; STATE OF I,O1IISIANA.

THURSDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 1, 1866.

GENEgRAL ASSEMBLY OF LOUISIANA.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, t•.

eanate.
Par;:anet to adjournment from yesterday, the

Senaul . met at noon to-day, Lieut. Gov. Voorhies
preeidling.

On the roll being called the following members
reslpl.ded: Messrs. Anderson, Armstrong, Bar-
row, Bell, Brownlee, Brusle, Ilnrthe, Campbell,
Coco, Cooley, luvigneaud, Egan, Ellis, Fellowes,
Foute, C•ordoln, Kavanaugh, Kenner, Lapeyre,
Lott, Mlohan, Mounday, Newton, (of Jackson,)
Newton, (of Morehouse,) Nelson, Palfrey, I'ocle,
Purcell, Scruggs, Taylor, Welch and Wilcoxon-
32 members, a full quorum.

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Father Jeremiah
Moyn.Lan.

The journal of yesterday's proceedings was read
and approved.

Mr. Wileeoon, in pnrsuance of notice given
yesterday, moved a reconsideration of the bill to
suspend prescription in certain cases.

On a division the motion was carried by 17 to G.
Mr. Etgan, who voted in the affirmative, explain-
ing that he did so because he had no desire to
orcee tihe bill through without opportunity for
further discussion.

On motion of Mr. Wilcoxon, the rules were sas-
pended, to take up the bill and act on it. lie said
if the friends of the bill would agree to strike out
the second section, he would withdraw further
opposition to it. He moved that the second see
tion be struck out.

The I'P csident said the vote for reconsideration
brought the bill back to its second reading, and it
would hav'e to be taken up from that point.

Tihe bill was then read, section by section. and
the first section was adopted.

The second section having been read, M-. Wil-
coxon moved to lay it on the table, but withdrew
the motion, to allow of discussion.

Mr. Lott said lie could see no necessity what-
ever foIr thi bill. If its purpose was to allow
pre.ici;,tion at all, that was already done by law,
and the l.gidlature had no right to declare what
the oaw ii. That is the province of the judiciary.
The 'cgi.lature has nl right tc say prescription
shall not ro onl doling three given year. The

law ,irtvides for that question. Tile legislature
might c lxpress an opinio upon the point, whether
pre•erI:ltion did run on during the pa-t three
yeare, citizcncs ligllt act upono it, and the jili-
ciarn might not concur in the lpinion. In that,
mo' miscl:ohif m'ght accrue. lie was
aatio , 1 there were tlnny idititlcal .ai i
whi : the credit r was not -;,titled to the relief
conticon lated by thi bill, alnd hle thought, thie-rc-
fore, -h i: i:llivi lh:a ca.c ocught to stand upon ito

own 'wt its, There were noany case wcithin hie

own ::lowledge which l tsct riltion oight have
been lnterr. pte

ld
, and inl whi' I the creditol lnt

bhav; ! 0 oell to u-e their pirivilege,
, 

were not el-

title:. ' y frs•-.,r lpr r tecttion, ailll h thought it

ou 'ght .o lie left to th'e judiiary to deiide when

the t ',fior o 4i e-t'.it d to the iph a an whel n It.
He !.ne;c tl.at it oas coitc lcd that thi lill would
hai e :;,e elect of tpreventig iltLation: but the
fartL. - t the to i Iple upon , htoch creditors are

now "ii , puts tin, q1u.-ti-,lno prescription aside.

The
, 
a'-- :-,i'g to get the fir-t lieu ont the prop-

erty. 5H- I;ne v thi:t tLis hitd been doioe be-.o e
suitors had Ieen -Cenecrlly ailu ed throulghou tohe
ountel- that prlee'-iptio:: did not run durin• the

war •nl
1 

tils bill was not going to strengtllen that
opinro. If tho- I gh;!lature iatenlcol to give pre-

.cri,' eo wits i thil' yca to rI m, the ' hill wa for
tIe - i, i; oitl, a l,l h Ip d it would nittt pa-s.

1 'Wlo:Icoxon the. moved to lay tir S.od
clan,-,. ,i,, thle tLt'e.

Ir :. 't moved to lay the whole bill on the

iMr I .p'eyre callcd for the yeas and nay,. The

vote oas as ftollows:
-Ye,, Messrs. Andersn, Armstrong, Bell,

Bron',te -, lruohe, Coco, Eagan, Kavanaugh, Ken-
ner, tLrtt, Mon lay, Newtvn of Jackson, Nelaun,
Palfrey, I'urecll, Scruggs, Taylor, Welch and Wil-
coxon -1,

Nab - Messrs. turthe, Campbell, Cooley. Duvig-
neanl, 1llis, Fello-wes, Ftoote. Gordon, Lapeyre,
MoLtn, New ton of Morehoune and Poche--t2.

And the bill was laid upon the table.
Mr. IIlsey, Assis.tant hecretary of thile IIouse'Jf

Repreeentatives, appeared at the bar of the
Senate rcith a message from the ltouse, and, ol
being admitted, annlounced that the House had

.Conerreed in the bill to authorize the Police Jury
of thie parish of St. Mary to reduce the number of

'wards in that pa:rih to live; also, in the bill pro-
-viding for the election of district and parish oai-
ners throughout the State. The Hlouse asked col-
urre *e in a reutollornl to provide buildings for

Suse of tie State ; and in a bill relative to Jus-
jes of the Peace in tie Parish of Jefferson. The

gnatore of the at Presidenta was ked to thile bill to
end article 21;53 of tle Civil Code, and to the
1 aotlhorizing W. M. tGonldrich ton withdraw from
tarial custody an original act of sale.

., On motion of tMr. tEgon, a resolntion for an ap-
peopriation to Dr. S. O. Scruggs, a contestant at
the last session for a scat as Senator, from the dis-
trict comnposed of the parishes of Sabine, De Soto,

atehitoches and Caddo, was read a first and sec-
d time, and referred to the Committee on Claims.
Mr. Poche presented a memorial from the resi-
nts of the Vacherie settlement in the parish of
.James, praying for tlre establishment of a road

•eee to tthe Mis.sissippi river. The gentleman
id lthat the settlement comprised upwards of sixty
end:of families. A rood had formerly been
ven them, but it had been cut through an impas.

able swamp, and was impracticable for eleven
onths out of the year, and especially so in trop

o'tnime. They still have on hand tie crops of last
season nruw, unal,l to ship themn to this city inl4 onsenqunee of there being no available road to
the Ai.ir.iippi. They lormerly had been allowed

,the sight of way Ilhrounh a plantation, but the pea-
, priet-l had seen lit to awithdraw tha" privilege,and
,noa tliy are compelled to sneak through and
,rounld about, tree-aosing, as it were, to get to the
river. The memorial wes accompanied by a reso-
lutirn directing the S.i t i Engineer to examine and
relpot upon the uabject, with a view to procuring
an nlin'oprilation for the construction of the road.

SOn motion, the memorial was received, and the
resolulion pasnid through the various stages and
adnpled.

n motl;on of \Ir. Dlinleaud, tihe joint resolution
in reference to a S,il'iiers' home, iand the bill de-

(fining tile latus of reedlmen, of last session, were
%ridtdrawn, for the purpose of allowing their rein-
troduction intlhe rtlher ltouse.

Mr. Mohan presnted a report from the joint
commnittee orf lthe Lginlature on tihe affairs of the
.rNew Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Rail-
road. Received and ordered to be entered on the
tinates.

l The House bill to provide for the payment of
embers, officers, employees, and contingent ex-
enses of the; eneral Assembly, and appropriating
15,000, or so mnucl'thereof as may be necessary
rthe purpose, was taken up, carried through its
arious stages and passed.
The order of the day waas then called, on the bill
r the organization of corporations to engage in
factorage and comuissioni business, or in agricul-
ral operations. Tile first section having been
ad,
Mr. Egan rose to oppose it. He said the bill
as somewhallt d ffiret now from whllat it was

en it wns formerly before the Legislature, as
now includes agricultural operations within its
ope. It had ir iit former shape been referred

the Judiciary Caollrittee of the late extra
scion. This session it was introduced again, and
sin referred to the Judiciary Committee, by

StIl:e minority report of last session was
niArd ar their majority report. The gentleman
nd "Th y*repal tihat fn their opinion this
Sis in coatrav;utiun of article 121 of the Con.
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stitution of 1884. It isalso in direct opposition to
the settled policy of the State, as indicated in all
past legislation. It proposes to create monopolies,
the effect of which must inevitably drive from
tihe factorage business all private firms and indi-
viduals; and it creates invidious distinctions in
favor of corporations to be created under it.
Lastly, it is Lucalled for by any wants of the State,
and existing laws make ample provision for any
factorage and provision business which ougot to
be encouraged. And further, its operation will bhe
iljuriuus to all classes of the communmty except
the corporators." In the article of the Constitu-
tion alluded to there were two significant points.
In the one the phrase 

" 
by special laws" was em-

ployed. Bly this it was clearly intended that cor-
porations should not he created either singly, or by
classes: for, in the latter case, it must be done "by
special laws" as well asin individual cases; the only
difference being that there would in the former
case be fewer "special laws" required, than if
the "

s
peci

al 
laws" were all confined to individual

corporations. The second clause of the article
of the Constitution provides that the Legislature
shall provide " by general law" for the organiza
tion of all other corporations, with certain pro-
hibitions. That is to say, it provides that the or-
ganization of all corporations shall be provided for
" Iy general law," and no corporations, individ-
ually or in classes, "byspecial laws." In support
of t'lis view, tile gentleman read from the Revised
Statutes of 1856 on the subject. The leading idea
of thllis constitutional provision is that there shall
be no special laws to create corporations,
either in particular classes, or individually. This
bill authorizes any number of persons not less than
six to do certain tihings, and grants them certain
privileges to enable them to do so. So much for
tihe ronstitutional objection. The second objec-
tion to this bill is that it is in direct opposition to
the settled policy of tl:e State as declared in all
past legislation. In support of this he referred
lirst to the law upon the subject passed in 1952.
Among tle purpose tfor which cor porations were
prohibited by that law were agriculture, mercasn-
tile pursuits, manufacturing occupations, banking
and stock jobbing. We then come to the law of
1•55, in which, while provisionn were made for in-
cpoporating bodies for the purpo'se of ipulia inl-
Irovement, it yet maIle tile same prohibl-
tions. lie referred to the act of 1.25,
limiting trhe power of the banks, to show
that objects of thio charao•ter had bher un-
irrmily prohlibited. The third oi'jection to the

sbill li that lithe hill would create monopolies
lrive away private lactors anl merchant;, and
,sc sat, irvidioul dostmoctios,. If memberh weousl
rsfer tl tie bill they woubl acre that stocklorld, rs,
ol,.r thls bill worr ) be ll . iarl only to the extct
',t til' S '.-;l+ ti }" :,, ,smcribe, hlie private indi-

Oirile.ls wou l bei lisJsle to) the (xt1tl of th:iri
h ose ouirn,. That celrtivy was ar invsli-

The g,:ntlenman was int-rrupt,l by the: anrlnourCc-
m....t of a m...sag.. from, t o •over;ior, whlh .wa.

lir. iEg•oI onti:ue 1. 11 calt. d attention to a
dSile:e e between tihe ;ngli-h sersion and tle
f.rench ver-in of the law o ~2. 'The. latter, be

ahowed. was more stringent than the other. 'Tih
1 otlh di jet tion wase that the bil was uncalled lur,

Su•-sald injurious, lsie conio del t'at it mu. t
Ie imlo;rib'e for oae -trusgli og peo,,le to come
intoo ctopettitin with the monopoly if it were
, reated. ('apital was rantd and would come
hel- wes!d, like water, find its level-if let atone;
bI,:t it these privileges were granted, it would Iot.
otle without them. lut even ii capital would
not come without our giving it this hold upon our
ltsti, he would not consent to it. F'actortage.
undor any circumstances, is a tax on production
whitch it would be well, if practicable, to aboli,h
for the sake of the producer. W\ith regard to the
provision tha t these corporations sho'eld be allowed
to engage in agriculture, he agreed that it would
prose only a means of inducing the impoverished
planter to get means fIrom them at the risk of
finally to lind hlis lands seized to make good the
advances. The risks of labor, overflow, failure of
crops, ant other conditions, were very great at
the present time. And in case of their occuring,
whoi would expect these proverbially soulless
corporations to hlave tie same consideration for
planters, that those who knew their responsibility,
and with whom they had been accustomed to deal
would have? These corporations would ask
securities in the shape ol mortgages, and in case
of failure would foreclose the more readily be-
cause authorized to enter into agricultural opera-
tions themselves. In his judgment tlhis was the
most formidable scheme to fasten an incorporated
monopoly on the State ever attempted, and lnot
one private factor couhl live under it. One ine
portant power which this bill would put in the hands
of the corporations would be, that the capitalists of
the North and East belonging to the m, would Ite able
to control prices as they pleased, and to control
the direction produce should take. In support of
the view that there was no necessity to invite
capital hither at such a cost, le said that within
the past few weeks a bank with a capital of $300,-
030 had come, and an interest in it to tie extent
of $200,000 had been offered to our citizens.
There are representatives of capital from the
North here seeking investment. Ite wished this
to be encouraged, but not as now proposed. If
our mortgage system needs revision, let it be given,
It our system of tacit mortgages needs it, let that
be attended to. If it were necessary that where the
wife is interested in inviting capital hither, pro.
visions should be made to meet tile case, so be it.
IBut let us not have this bill. Tihe gentleman then

referred to the power acquired undter monopolies
by the East India Company, and by the lludson's
gay Company, and held them up as a warning.
If commercial circles were sounded, it would be
found that they are opposed to all such measures.
After sotme further observations, the gentleman
said lie would, in order to test the sense of tile
Senate, move to lay the bill oi the table; but in
order to allow of full discussion of it, hle would
withhold the motion four the present.
tMr. Kenner replied at great length to the obser-

vations of the gentleman. lie said lie was under
the embarrassing condition of being opposed to
the views of the wholte of tihe Judiciary Coanit-
tes of the Senate, who might certainly be sup.
posed to know what was unconstituitional. lie
was also under the cltmbarrassment caused by the
extraordinary cours e parsued by tihe Colotillttee
towards the bill. They had not merely killed it
by declaring it unconstitutional, but they had cern
elly gene on to hang, draw and quarter it besides,
stick up its head on a pole, and exposed
its body and junctra membra to the hor-
lifid gaze of the world. Either the bill
w os constitutional or not. Why were the com-
mittee not satisfied with their declaration that
it was not constitutional ? Were they afraid that
their assertion was not tenable ? And did they
proceed further against the bill, in order to
strengthen their opposition to it? The bill is
to be viewed fromt thee standpoints. First, as to its
constitutionality ; secondly, as to its effect on com-
merce, and particularly on that respectable claso,
the factors; and thirdly, as to its effects on the
agricultural interests of tile State. As to its
constitutionality, what was the fact? The Constitu-
tion of 1145 was framed by an assemblage
of gentlemen such as it had never been
his lot to meet elsewhere at any time,
or in any part of the country. Article
123 of that Constitution, was what formed, with
a slight change in relation to bank:ng corpora-
tions, article 121 of the Conastitution of 184. In
1848, the first Legislature under that clause, still
fresh with the arguments explatatory of its force
and meanitg, passed a law which was the basis of
the one now before the Senate. Companlries
after companies had been formed under that law.

He had become a stockholder in some of them,
I and gone into court under the law. He was to-day
being Eued for $10,000, as the President of one of
such companies, for services alleged to have been
rendered. Suppose his lawyer were to put in the
plea of unconstitutionality, at this day, what
would be its fate ? That law has been kept on the
books for twenty years, and now it is challenged
as Iuionititutiohal! This law and the one on the
table the gentleman showed, by reading section by
section, are almost identical. His reason for press-
ing this bill was that he desired to get, capital
here. The principal feature which di+tiaguished
it Irom that of 1848 was that it limited the liability
of the stockholders. Under the laws at prescnt
existing, corporations to run towboats to the Ba-
lize and steamboats to Bayou Sara, to work a salt
mine in the Attakapas country, can be framed.
What is the force of the objection that corpora-
tions inflict injury ? Why should they not be
allowed to cultivate a plantation or to carry
on a factorage? Is there any divinity
that doth hedge a factor ? or put him beyond the
pale of competition? There had not been one
word said which would go to show the bill uncon-
stitutional. He knew he was addressing a body
of intelligent gentlemen, learned in the law, and
he would not say more than was necessary to the
point. He then referred to the objection that the
bill was in opposition to the settled policy of the
State. The gentleman himself proposed that any
necessary modifications of the policy of the
State as to mortgages, tacit mortgages, and mar-
ried women, in order to bring capital here, should
be considered, and yet the committee object to other
measures that may modify the policy of the State.
What is settled policy to a people who find them-
selves in the condition we are now? We are in no
condition now to liken our laws to those of the
MIedes and Persians. We cannot possibly goon
without changing tie policy of the State. The
gentlemat then referred to the objection that threse
corporations weold be monopolies, and refuted it
by showing that no exclusive privileges were
glven, and that as many corperations as chose
could compete under the bill. As for the sup-
p-sed advantages of such corporations over pri-
vate inlividuals, the testimony the other way is
very strong. The Belleville iron works was car-
ried oi by a corporation under the law he had re-
ferred to. Did that monopoly put down Leeds,
aol l'atterson, and Armstrong, and others? Cer-
tainly not. So that not only does this bill not ere-
ate monepohes, but there is nothilg to fear from
t'le c rpe,iationq. Thle gentl--an thln paid a very
dei h compliment to tiie factors of this city,asl.iel.-
nlhid, iod•ul•trlieus •vi lra sewno tihy.equl to any
c:l.i' f pcoplc: exsit. g on God's earth, and he al

tio1d tl tthe numelioue, cc:esions on which he had

beel sly, ;ten of ts a " city moeoier,"' for d•leeldine
t'il.r .i.t rlanters and factors, the latter de

pdnion the former, are both down togethle
now. 1 he obj,:ct is t , get up the former. Should
pr_-pity -turni tr o them tlmto w h.lm would they go
to , ii h ir bo I1incs but to those who woul do i:
b e: nai:l ehqrlpc.t? The gentleman continued to
spC..il inll sluppn t ofI the bill at great Iclgth, andc
a:e. l h il i ct c ic I w eblcn 3 o'clock had aurivcd.

IMr. I:ran, wi -li:i tile gentleman to have an op-
iprtu!:ity to co:'l Ict his argumenets at leisure,-

t,_ -, itild an edjenrtcecrt.
Sir. Klnner wl ;d accept the proposition,
tllr ,c:h he dld not expect to say much nlmore on

t .e u s ,ject.
Mr. lieuslo, from the Committee on Enrollments,

pre-.watd,,duly cnrolled, the bill for the relief of
tte sureties of A. J. eLaw, and the act to provide
for distliet and parish officers throughout the
Statie. He also annolunced thit iMr. Preaux had
ben appointed Chief EMro'ling Clerk.

itr. .lihan said the office had been abolished.
The question was iai over.
Then the Senate adjourned to 12 cc. to-morrow.

Thursday, February ltt, 1•6l.
----- rcI

Hloune of Represetnttlete.

The Hiouse met at 12 o. Speaker Cage presid-
ing, eighty nmembers present.

Prayer by 1ev. Dr. Iledges.
Leave of absence for ten days was granted to

Mr. Davenport.

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND RESOLrUTIONS.

Mr. Austin offered a resolution that Mr. Gate.'
bill to define the duties and fix the compensation
of State Printer, introduced yesterday, and on no-
tion r f Mr. Elam, referred to thile Finance Commit-
tee, be recalled from that committee and referred
to tile Committee on Printing.

Mr. Stille, as a omember of tile Finance Commit-
tee, objected to tile motllion. le regarded the bill
as connected with the finances, inasmuch as it in-
volvedexpenditure. The committee was engaged
in ascertaining all the expenditures of the State
and wanted this bill to determine what the ex-
pense of printing should be. From 1826 to 1836,
tihe Prirlter had received a fixed compensation of
$3000 a year. In 1836 it was increased to $1000,
but in 1855 a new law went into operation, and had
not only increased the expense for prilting, but
lelt it impossible to determine what the amount
would be for any year.

Mr. Austin said, if he w'nsnot greatly mistaken it
was an established rule that every subject intro-
duced to the oouse, if refl reed at all, bhould be
referred to an appropriate comm:ttee. This was
parliamentary u-age and pnrlia:nenlt.ry courtesy.
A stanlding CommlitLee on l'rirltinrg had been
appoirnted under the rules, and that committee
was prioperly entitled to to te considration of all
measuree relatineg to the subject of printing, and it
was a telection uipon tire Commlittee to refer such
measures elsewhere. The Counlitten on Printing
had been investigating and was still investigating
uch subjeects as came within its provin:e, and

was as capable of comingrg to a just and enlight
ened cocllcesion as the Finance Comlllittee.
The Irelerlce of thie bill was certainly very remark-
able. Whoir ever heard boIe re of a bill relating to
prilting being referred to) a Finance Committee !
lie doubt.:d if aoy gernthman on the floor ever
heard of such a le fr.-n:ee beftre, whatever
his parlialllentaly explerince might be. It w-as an
ano saly. \"hat tie mo!ives of geutlemnlt were,
who wiere r alrxii s th ilimpo rlponr thle Finance
Cllllllmmittee so lay lllrrdesr, ihe could not lllrrw.
If the ,ljcct was to rea-aduc e tl• expsese of rlint-
ilrg, tile Cromrllit e oi lrintig was quite as well
qualilied to conduct ano eruiry to that end as the
iimrree Lornriiree %t;is. The membrers of the

Committee oin Prirltilg had aarc much aIrcrt ti the
interests of the Sta.te, ind lrei a much, concerned
for its prosperity as the members of the Finance

Mr. Elaml, as tile mover of the reference
objected to, explained that he was en-
tirely disirnterested in this matter, had no private
end to promote, and befire God le could declare
that all his acts in! that body lad been for tirhe pub-
lic good. .raving thus solemnlly assured tile Hlouse
of tile purlty of his mlotives, he entered into an
argoument sthowing trhat under the act of 1864 tile
cost of prutting was greater than it had been un-
der the act of 1855. fte was interru pted in his ar-
gument ly the Chair, upon the suggestion of Mr.
Tucker, tratt upon a motion to recall a bill from a
comnmittee, the merits ol the bill were not open to
discussion.

Mr. McEnery held that either as a matter of
right or a matter of cvrurte-y, if the bill offered by
Mfr. Gates related solely to tile subject of printing,
the Committee on Printing was th committee to
whom it should be referred, for it was to be pre-
sumed that that committee had given more atten-
tion to the subject of printin:g than the Finance
Committee hal. The bulbject of pIrinting was en-
ti eoy foreign tt the consrit rationl. of a Fiincarce
Commnittee--entirely Ireign to thie object of its
creation. Tile incotsiderate relercene that had
been made wan not Inly a reflel.tion on the (Com-
mittee on Prilting-it was a direct expreseion ol

a want of confidence, and •h ot•id be regarded e
such. It was utterly in disregard of parliamnentar
isage, and so far as it was olaensive, could nc
possibly have been more unhappirly misapplied, a
the members of that committbe were gentleme
of intelligence, ability and high character.

The motion was adopted--4 to 29; and so th
bill was recalled, and referred to the Committe
on Printing.

Mr. Stille moved to instruct the Commlte t(
report to-morrow.

Mr. AAustin said it would be impossible.
Mr. Scanlan moved to extend the time to Shtnr.

day next, and the amendment prevailed.
Thus amended the original motion was agreed

to.
On motion of Mr. Elam, the bill for the relief ol

J. T. Prescott was recommitted to the Judiciary
Committee.

On motion of Mr. Gates, the delegation from St.
Landry was constituted a special committee to re-
port upon the subject of the Franklin College,
proposed to be reorganized.

Mr. Richards presented a memorial for relief
from the President and Directors of the St. Anna
Asylum, for the maintenance of destitute widow-
and orphans of all denominations.

REPORTS OP COMMITTEES.

Mr. Murray, from the Committee on Charitable
Institutions, submitted a report in regard to the
Insane Asylum at Jackson, and the Deaf and Dumb
and Blind Institution at Baton Rouge, recommend-
ing an appropriation of $12,000 for the support of
the former. and the payment of a balance of $9000
due the latter upon appropriations made by pre-
vious legislatures. The bills were ordered to take
their place on the calendar, and, on motion of Mr.
Murray, two hundred copies of the report of the
Directors of the Deaf and Dumb and Blind Asy-
lum were ordered to be printed.

Mr. Robinson, from the Committee on Banks
arol Banking. presented a report on the IReport of
the Bloard of Currency and on the Senate bill to
provide for the liquidation of certain banks, and
the report of the committee was ordered to be
printed.

Mr. Gates, from the Committee on Claims, re-
ported favorably on the bills for t:e relief of
1Robert J. Caldwell, R. G. Cobb and T. -.

eichelrt.
Mr. Walker, from the Finance Committee, re-

ported favorably on tihe bill for the relief of An-
t n.io Marrero, of tihe parish of St. Bernard, and
nn the bill to authorize the issue of State

bonds for the purpose of paying certain debts.
The lhtter bill wan ordered to be printled.

Mr. Gantt. flon the C,.mmittee on Parochial
Ari rs, rceortec i favorably on te biill to extend
the corporate limits of tie town of Donelsoniville-

ir. Murray, froln the special committee oni
anlendlinents to tie charter of New Oilenus, le-
ported favorably, with amendments, Mr. Solo-
Inn's bill to organiize and regulate the New Oi.
leani police through the insti ui:lmentaity of a police

Upon the sunigostin of tr. Murray, the bill pro-
oldi.g, two sheriffs for the puril of Orleans wias
realled fronm his conniittee anid referred to the
Jueliciary Ci'omittee.

71.1. AND JOINT RESOLUrIONS IxrnODgCED.

By Mr. Eustioi-To ameind the charter of thie city
so that the Mayor and Comptroller shall beelected
by the peotle, and thel Treasurer, etreet Commis-
sioecr, Soiveiyor and City Attorney by the Co:n-

fmn Council. IReferred to the commit:tee on
amendments to the charter.

By Mr. Murnay-For the relief of the heors of
elnjamin Ray, of Oancihlta, deceased. Referred

to the Cnmnnrittee on Claims.
By Mr. Ewing--Ti regulate enforced sales. Re-

ferried to Judiciary Committee.
By Mr. iead-For the relief of James Upshot,

late Aheriff of Bienville parish. Referred.
ly Mr. SiRanlain-To take thle census of the

State. Referred.
By Mr. Gates--For 1he relief of Mr. E. W. Ful-

ler, of St. Martin. Referred to Committee on
Claims.

By Mr. Austin To organize the militia of the
State. Referred to Committee on Militia.

By Mr. Snyder--Relative to ferry across Red
tiver, at Shreveport. Referred to Committee on
.Parochial A lf.irs.

By iMr. Theriot-Relative to parish and town
taxes in the town of Houma. Referred to Com-
mittee on Parochial Affairs.

By Mr. Williamlson--Relatinlg to forced sur-
renders. Referred to Judiciary Committee. Also
a joint resolution for a special committee to re-
vise tie penal code of the State. Referred to
samre committee.

By Mr. Tiieneman--Joint resolution to appoint
a special committee to report at the next session a
bill providing an asylum for dianbled Lon-idlna
soldiers, not provided for by the United States.
Adopted, and Messrs. Thieneman, nMurray, Fliret,
Peterson and Waggamianl appointed the conuniitlee
on the part of the [louse.

By Mr. luuie-For the relief of Win. Halmpton
and Wade llapnton. Referred to Committee oni
Claimnr.

thy Mr. Holt-For tile relief of F. C. Babin, for-
merly an officer of thie State Penitentli.ry. Re-
ferred to Committee on Clainis.

By Mr. lBrown-Fionr the relief of J. H. Wiltz.
Referred to Committee oni Claims.

BIy iMr. Pelerson--To lix tile compennation of
jurors in the parish of Orleans. Referred to city
delegantion.

ORDER OF THE DAY.
The House resumed the cconsideration of the ne-

finished business of yesterday, lMr. JIoan' ill
autholizing all the banuks of the Stlte to discount

paper at the rate of eight pee cenlt. , er anllnlln,
which ewas upon its seclnd reading.

Me. Walter havbmg moved tc aImend by restrict
ing all the banks to six per cent., the pending
mntin, was from Mr. McConnell to lay this umcend-
Ieellt on the table.

T!he motion prevtiled, and, the rules having been
sospelded, the bill was passed, linally, without

BIL•S ON S1lON.n Im:ADINo,

The bill to inorpeor:te•c the town of Tellgi apioat
in the p.tri-I of St. ltCletlua ca Ie up 1n,1 was
parsed ael l,

it., 1:1.a ' hill to -mecnd the 113th artiele of the
Code of lt'eactice, reported utala eorhly by the
Jldici.ty Conll itti -, allle tlp.

Mr. [ict moveeed its pasvl:ee. le e1 rgueed that
soeie sort of Ieg-alition \e\as Iteccroary t, grtanta
reaconable time to dbtoers e o eullabl,e thla tll ret

their oblilutiollle . Ile referred to tIl e te ,strous

consequences of tile ewllar it reateont filr Ie- iellndul-
gence, anld adverting to the dehicultiec o" procar-

ing such n measure, directly,c- would le r'egarded
constitutional, hi e expres-ed his beief that thlsaed
a series of other bells he had itrloduce 1. by ehllng
ing the Codeei of l'acetice ro as to ilntrease r pro-
long judicial delays, ,awould accomplishl the olbject.

Mr. Fenner said lth e olbject lad in view Iy the
author of the bill I ld been prolounced unconstei-

tutional by the ablest juriest in the cou Itry, rnl
now it was sought to do that i':directly, whirh
could not be dolne directly. That alone should
condemall tihe iemasura. Tle object was to deprive
the creditor of hin rights. Ie was odious and li-
viditus cclass legielatihn to deprive persons of their
legal rights and renmedies. The bill would delI
merely affect contracts made be'hre or dutlig the
war, but also eontttracts Iale sic:, or to 1e ine lt
hereafter. And this was proposed at at timee wcute
the people of the State were suf•elrig an lucl
for tle want of capital, and when every th•ught
anld act shoeld he directed to a inLtIcte•tanc• 1e
our credit. The series of[ iloll e prolOts icy ciwte

genltlemlan would paralyze thelt Slte c yII1ch 1t111 iet
t e mlleasure co•uld nIllt ble loloelll Ip Ihn rIte Uit d
State conelts. the coenseq aence ion dI , - tlh t whi.t"
the resident creditor twas de'carred flol c- dlc till

is the debts due him, the foreign creditor had hi
y remedy as usual. Besides, thie State courts ar

it now crowded with litigation, and as their right
could not be affectedby the bill scider advisementn the measure would result in tifA, that nonen

wonld suffer but the kind and indslgent credito
who had not yet sued, and the foreign oreditor anm
e the greedy and unrelenting domestic cteditorcoosl
have all they wanted. Mr. F. trusted no nuet
legislation would be countenanced in Lo'isiana.

Mr. McConnell's views were identical w.th thoe'
of Mr. Penner, and he had but one or tiro addi
tional points to notice, which the should rrservr
for the time when a stay law should come up foi
consideration.
Mr. Elam contended that it was not capital tisa

was wanted, but regn!ated labor and time. For
the want of these, and not capital, a great part ca
the plantations of the State would remain idle this
year. But a small portion of our debts, he said,
was due abroad. The great mass of them was
owing to citizens of our own State. As to the
constitutional objection, he argued that no man
could acquire a vested right in a particulareystem
of practice, for practice was always open to
change,.and all he proposed to do was to amend
the Code of Practice.
Mr. Fenner moved an indefinite postponement

of the bill.
Mr. Tucker, as a member of the Judiciary Com-

mittee, had opposed the bill in committee. He
had endeavored at the extra session to procure
the passage of a bill for the relief of the class ad-
verted to in a direct manner, by a bill which met the
question fairly, but he failed. He was opposed to
this bill now before the House and its complement-
ary bills, because it was a fundamental change in
tile Code of Practice, which, while it would cause
eudless confusion, would be vain and futile. It
was proposed to extend the time for answering
citations from ten to thirty days. Now, im the
country, two terms of the courts were leld in the
year, and between each term six mouths inter-
vened. Whatdilferene did it make, then,whether
ten or thirty days were allowed for an answer?
All the attorney had to do was to file his petition
twenty days earlier, before the opening of the
caourt. There was no relief therefrom. lIe did
not mean to say that the bill had been introduced
as a subterfuge, but practically it was. It was a
gratuitous change of the Code. Relief was de-
manded by debtors, undoubtedly, but let it be
done di:ectly, substantially and effectively. This
could only be done by a stay law.
The yeas and nays being called, the motion to

pestpone indefinitely prevailed.
MIr. Thieneman was allowed to retire his bill

relative to the publicity of tacit mortgages. IHe
gave as a reason for withdrawing it that he was
informed a comlmittee of tile Senate was engaged
in preparing an elaborate law on the subject

A second of Mr. Elam's bills, to amend the Code
of Practice for tie purpose of delaying tle retov-
cry of debts, cormiog up, lMr. Fenner mtord to
postpone it indtlinitely, and the motion was lost -
yeas, 33; lnays, 35.

Tihe bill still under consideration, the House atd-
journed.
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'Gien. Thomas on the State of Tennessee
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Constitttional Amendment Passed

THE STAND)NG ARMY QUESTION IN CONGRESS

The President, Congress andArmyOfcera
on the South.

LIVES LOST ON STEAMER MIAMI.

Etc.. Etc., Etc.

IAmsoeated Press Disonteealo

NEw YonK, Jan. 31.-The steamer New York
from Bremen via Southampton has arrived with
three cdays later news.

The ship Christine, which sailed on December
Ist from London, for New York, was wrecked
about the 20th, midway on her voyage. Her offi-
cors, crew and passengers were saved by the Cal-
cutta.

LIVEnrooL, Jan. 17.-Cotton irregular, very dull
and unchanged. 'lJe sales Wednesday were 7000
bales, including 2000 to speculators and exporters.

The sales of cotton Monday and Tuesday em-
braced 11,000 bales, the market being easier and
tending downwards. The quotations were barely
mainmtined, and in some instances were Id. lower.

Aorrer CITY, Jan. 31.-The engine Sultana ex-
ploded this evening at seventy-one mile post,
three miles and half north of this place, killing
Col. Forno, the conductor, J. Dixon, the engineer
aid a fireman, and wounding Jno. Lemmon, a
brakesnman and three others. The engine is a
total wreck.

WastiseTON, Jan. 31.--n the House, Mr. Ste-
veons, from the Committee on Reconstruction, re-
ported back the constitutional amendment bill,
modified by striking out the words " direct taxes,"
and confirming the apportionment to represents.
ticn.

flr. Stevens, in supporting the resolution, spoke
of the Presilent as having put forth a proclama.
lion or command at the very time Congress wat
legislating on the constitutional amendment.

AIr. Stevens said this was in direct violation of
the privileges of this body, and centuries ago
would have cost a British king his head.

Air. Smith called for the reading of the paper to
which Mr. Stevens referred. The paper was then
read, being tile reported conversation between the
President and a distinguished Senator on the sub-
ject of tile amendment.

Mr. Stevens said that if three-fourths of the
louse voted for the pending amendment, it would

not require the signature of the President.
The flouse rejected tMr. Schencik's amendment.
The House then voted on tile resolution reported

from tile fReconstruction Committee, with the ful-
lowing resul

t : 
yeas, 120; nays, 46.

The Speaker saying that two-thirds had voted in
its favor, declared it passed.

WASiINrrooN, Jan. 31.-The House passed a bill
Friday that the produce of timber owned by
Anmericans in New Brunswick shall continue to be
admitted free of duty.

Mir. Washburn, from the Committee on Com.
ercee, reported a bill repealing all fishing boun-

The House then resumed its consideration of the
Freedmen's Bureau bill.

The Senate, after considerable desultory debate
concerning persons who were entitled to citizen-
ship, adjourned without action.

In tlhe Hlouse, IMr. Davis made a speech in oppo-
ition to the cnlargement of the powers of the

ireedmen's Bureau.
NErw Yoarr, Jan. 31.-The World's Washington

special says Gen. Thomas gives a very cheerful
account of affairs in Tennessee. liHe will probably
be called upon to give evidence before the te-
ronstruction C:mmittee.

The Tribune's Washington special says on Mon-
day neat now money order oflices will be opened
n mIany Southern cities, including Richmond,
Charlestan, Savannah and Mobile.

The llerald's Richmond correspondence says
efrets are being rmade in the Virginia Legislature
to declare tile election of Senutorrs Underwood
ard Segar illegal. Gov. P'ierpont and John Minor
lotts are talked of' as their successors.
Thile ship Chicltainu has arrived from San Fran-

clisoo.
WArmIsoTON, Jan. 30.-The House Military

Colunitleo it still engaged in matutlig the bill for
t!.e incrcase of the army. Gen. Schienckt, the
(•hair'lan o the Itouse Commllnlittee, favors thll
lowesut possible standard, even below 50,U00, it

tIVAsen;sNGeN, .
T
an. 21.--Post'naster (Genleral

DLnnismO yerterday ordered the openglll of u3,
wards of onue hundred post offices in tile Southern
Statesr.

WASHrINGTOv N Jan. 31.--The Itouse Committee
on C•lmmerce have a proposition beforet them to
redulce the emolumellllts rof Collectors of Curatrms
to a reasomLble suIre, sonIe of them ill salary and

perquisites having moade fifty to one hundred
thot-naud dollars per year.

]IosTON, Jan. 31.---'he action of the military
Court Martial at Boston relative to the alleged kid-
napping of Mormon iemmigrants in IBoton, il the
summer of 16S4, and their subsequent forcible en-
listment, is very unsatisfactory to the Prussian
Minister, at whose instance the Court was ap-
poincted.

It is probable the Prussian Government and
other German States will prohibit the making of
nlily lmcre lablor contracts, and otherwise impede

emigration to this couatry. The attentiuon of Con-
gress will be called to the matter.

CINCIleNTI, Jan. 31.-- bout thirty soldiers of
e.:rmpanry It, 13th United States cavalry, were lost

oi board the AMiami.
Corlonel Roberts and General Sweeny arrived

here lastuight.
Now YoOR. Jan. 31.--The herald's Washington

special says the conference of the senior Major
Generals causes the most extensive speculations
as to the results. Among tile most plausible theo-
rcas is that these Generals have been summoned
toe give their united views concerning tihe Southern
e ,eutry, and the necessity for galrri~oniug the
soiuth with troreps. It is supposed tile President
i; principally desiroua of obtaining the opinions of

the Generals, and t'at Congrers will adherrto Isoriginal Idea of delegating sub-eommittee • .
make a trip of observation throgh the exelna ':States.

The receipts of internal revenre since the lot ofJanuary reach neely two hundred millon..
W anaurng Jan. 30.-TheI iomrecommendedSthe constutiontl amendment in relation to repre.-

sentatton wtthout natrnction to the Coeamtttee s*Reronostrncton, and afterwarda went ot t eon•sideration of the Senate itil to enlarge th powers
of the Freedmen's Bureau.

A resoluetion extending the eoertes of thffloor to the members eleot from Arkansu was j.
agreed to.
SBorn'rSoer Pass, JAe 31, 1 P. M.-The shiprTea Taster and Anna Dorothea are still on the
bat. Nothing else to report. Nothing in alght,Weather calm.

9 r.x.-Nothing has arrived, noristherea•y
thing is sight. Weather calm.

PTrrarestr, Jan. I1.-The river is stationary
Weatherelear and cold. Stesteaatgetting
ready for te lower ports.

Clnec•oNrf, Jan. 3L--FTonr oaslliged; wheit
firmer at 8685; corn 56e.; oats dou and a shad
lower: Hog I$tl7 ; lard 14e.; sa ,p -. ;
whisky $2 23, with few bhuyt

New Yona, Jan. 31.---Cottonery dtm, butler
etive, at 50c.; loer more aetivd, at $7 90; whir.

ky, $2 26; corn advanced lsooats•.ice.; cofee
qotet and steady; sugar dut.Cuba Meseavado
14e., Havana 10c.j molases dn--New Orleans
$t'14, pork, $28 64; lard uncilo ged

.  .
Money steady, at 5fbgr eene*. Slg , 1tO.(tlmvnsettled, at 1311. Govee ae ashasd'lrmer.
Ceaoloo, Jan. 31.-4Flour dull; wheat $ 221;cora dall, oats active ;perk $27 6 lard enlastd

ec.; egs $9 62).
Vemaa•ao, Jan. 303t-.The steahmer. PgAiol

paseddowA at D P. x., and the W. l•.Arth•et 8
P. Y.

The strt ti rising.

T LI ,L

[From 7herdey's vahning Pfpei.e
MEments, Jan. 30.--The steamce. Miami, hencs

for Little Roek oeSaturday night, six tmlles up the
Arkansas river. eaploded a boilel- tearingltiwa
the forward boiler deck. She toou.fire, burned 1o
tie water's edge oadl sunk.

The Miami had on board fifty enpai passengers,one hundred of Co. B, 3d U. S. Csv•oy; and one
hundred on deck, inludmg the crews

Messrs. Tuck and Johnson, theceerks;iprb lost,
and also a wife and child of the formter h

Atter the explosion a corporal sand citizen
were seen to draw pistols to blow out their brainsto escape burning. t n .

The details or the teair are horrible..
The steamer Henry himes heard of t affa

went to the rescue and render•• viat ble ,
assitance.

One hundred and tventy-fve is the looest esti-
mate placed on the loss.

Major J. E. Rankin and Dr. Jenkins are the onlypassengers known rfeb saved.
EVANSVI.LLE, Ind., Jan. 30.--The steamer Mis.

sours explouded this mernig.oppteite Robertson's
raw mill, a half a mile below the mouth of Green
river. The steamer Distator was near at the time
of the explosion, and took off the survivors. She
touched t Newberg and took off Des. Win. and
itobert Slaughter. She gave no particuls.eof theal air.

The wreck is in possession of the Evasavill&
Packet Company.

A gentleman, who goteff here last night, seydthere were a good many gentlemen, but only five
or six ladies on board.

Tie cabin register has not been found.
The port list shows that the officers sad crew

numbered about one hundred.
A Newberg report says only about twenty sur-vivors were taken off, inclnditg the wounded.
Capt. oHurd and his twopsons were on board.
A special says the Iissoori was racing with the

Dictator at the time or tie disaster.
Naw YOru, Jan. 30.--he Post's Washington

special says the Ifouse Committee on Public Lands
have agreed to bill bringing all the public lands
of thile South under the provisions of the Home-stead act.

The flouse Committee on Freedmen's Affairs in
ready to report back the bill concerningthe Freed-
unss lureau, with a few amendments. One
thereof was adopted to ratily Gay. Alken and
others.
The Senate has amended tihe bill. It provides

that whlenever lands are rendered to their former
ownern, the occupants shahll receive from the
government forty acres out of tile pabli, lands.
tIsNo Sine, N. Y., Jan. 30.-The notorious Jack

Sheppnrd has again escaped froea prison.
NEw YOaK, Jan. 30.--The Commsercial's WasBh-

ington special says the report of the internal Reve.
oue Commissioner meets with only qualifed ap-
proval. lThe New England interest regard it favor-
ably, btt is strongly olbjected t aus contemplating
perpetuity on taxatiou and the national debt, and
as providing fo an immense ihost of offcials.
TheP Coammittee on Ways and Means will modify

some of thie proposed measures, but will maintain
thle whisky tax at tihe lpresent rate. The Western
tembers of thIe commisttee will secure the adop-
tion of tile report against paying flasing bounties.

Rev. Mr. Rloy, of Chlicago, who hasa just returned
from the Soutlh, is testilyiog before the Recousatruc-
tist Coemittee as to tihe condition of the South.

NEW YonK, Jan. 30.-The steamalship Eveni:g
Star, from New Orleans via Havana, hts arrived.
.VannavTON, Jun .30.--Set•n•le-Mr. Wilsonin-.
traoduced a bill pFroviding fort national defense, ty
establishaling active volunteer militia throughout
tlhe United States, enrulling all able bodied men
between the ages of twenty atnd lity-five.
The bill protecting all persons iu their civil

righta came up.
Mr. Saulsabury called for the yeas and nays on

Mr. Trumball's amendment, declaring the niggers
citizens.

Mr. Van Winkle spnke against the amendment.
iMr. Trumbell withdrew it, offering the following• i

sutstitute: That all persona bora in the Unlita
States, withost distincotion of color, race, eo.,
not subject to any foreign power, are declared
citizens.
Mr. Guthrie inquired if Mr. Trumbull intended to

naturalize Indians.
Mr. Trumbull replied: "We deal with Indians by

treaty, except in reference to those who are incor-
porated into the Ullnited States, and are subject to
taxation."

tMr. Cowan said the amendment would natural-
ize a great number of Chiaese children in Calf-
torsia.

IIr. Truombll replied that clhilden of Chinese
parents boru is tllhis country are citizens.

elr. Johnson tshought the only sy tio teach the
question if ciaeoizshlip was by COlastitutioual

tUlllClldlntct, alsl ,loubted tleaethlorityo f Congress
to Paos such a bill. l'oediug tihe discussion, the
Sentiet adljorned.

Ilouse.-A messnage was received frem tltePresi-
dcleut, translitting iinfrmatio regarding c the sur-
rclsr lo the atealcr Shlenasodoah, which was re-
ferred.

lr. Rice intr,duced a bill for the bettotcrgatni-
zttin of the navy.
Thlc Senate bill to enlarge the powecrte of the

fCreedtocn's Iorlru was taken up.
tIc. Donnelly suggested an amendenept to pro-

vide comons schools fur the educatie of all who
ltpp'y therefor.
W

5
asHItNoror, Jan. 30.--The Cusipissioner of

lttotnal oItcvenu reconsesda tlhat ikfuture $t003
scolte be exempted from taixatiuon, but that not
over $300 be deducted tar hoste ruent.

Tan EPIsCOPAL CUHtnnu.--The New York cor-respondent of the Philadelphia Lodger says:
It is in my power today to ctym suaicate a pieceaf intelligence which will gludd•nu tie Iegrt of

every friend of unity in tile Ecisopal Chrclh, and
by all who are anxious thit: there shaold he at
least one Protestant chusrch in thte United States
prrserved ronm aectional di,.eerd. Bieoep Elliott,
of Georgia, has written a enslussunsicaioo to iahop
lopkins. of Vermonut, annitsucing tlso. iaresponase
ton the umany fervent appealu tfrm c lrchlotsen inalt
paro of the Soutlth as wmol as Nortlh.he l4a demed
t Is duty to withdraw whateverihjectionu h ad
urged to inimediate a•4,unqluaitiod reanion.
Bishop Elliott further nstates ntlt he has kbeen in

colnsmsicution wvifllBishp \it'lmer, of Al..bl
tm the subject. and that prelate was eo promept to
oecoad tile desireaof his heother Btahoe ef eofts
gii.t, that he at osae took the neceasarJy steps fr
dissolving whab yet retnatus of the ;tdepaeldent
Sousthern Chlaeh, so-called. Heous the lteneral
Council thahtbad been called, intead Of the next
lteneral Ulaventinn of the whole chturch, Wellu.ve-

meet. The Elliott letter will be puhlished in ada.
:sr two, but its sum and subatation ysaq hl eon tht authority of a wellH known presbyter tef ill
elsoech, shts,, ha' ntisi c.n-t,,c'. . no mat -dI

Edwin Furreut in pluymi at else ef the Ola 
theaters.


