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CHAPTEE FX—OONTINUED,

And no reply. Still more pallid grow the
oshen lips, and the blue veins rose full and
clear on the white, smooth temples. The flut-
teting breath came quick and short from the
luboring breast, and 8 moan heayy with untold
agony trembles on the air. *The eyes of the
sufferer slowly unelose; and ns he sees his
cousin still st bis side, ‘a smile of
tenderness lights up his face.  *Thank God,
be wakes! 1 fsared that sleep,” muttered the
surgeon, as Be pdured from a visl a colorless
liqnirl and beld it the paticnt's lips—

« Here, Dick, drink this—it will do you
good!”

He swallowed it and almost instantly fell
nsleep,

**Oh, doctor! will he live?” and the young
face was turmed to the physician with a look
of such “bitter agony, that the good old man
found it impossible to express the fears he
roally entertained.

Y1t all dapends on thumxtlurhum—if
bie rallies, all will be well; but his loss of
blood has been prodigious;” and afraid to
enconrage hopes that might prove premature,
he said no more. And again silence reigned
throughout the department, broken only by
ihe scarcely bresthed moan of the sufferer,
und the stifled sob of the watching girl.

CHAPTER X.

Night bad thrown its gloom over the sick
chamber. The light of the dimly burning
et cast many a flickering shadow around the
group that sat silent und sad in the room of
the wounded Bartrelle. -

Hope had not died in their hearts, but the
wished for change could uot be discerned,
']'heﬁid thue of the face was flushed at
inte by the fitful breath of fover; and
then, again, the wildly beating pulse, sunk so
low that even the eye of affection conld
hardly trace its faint, exhansted thrills, Still
life clung to the weakened frame, and to
Laura it seemed, his state if not improved,
had experienced for many hours no symptoms
which coold be called more unfavorable,

To the eye of affection what sicknoess”is
ever bopeless—what mortal extromity so dark
and cheerless that no ray of hope will come
to gild its gloom? No—there is nons,

Laura Taylor, sitting by the bedside of her
cousin, with, all his pulses futtering at the
dread of approaching desth, yel trusted, yeb
hoped. BSuvely, shé thought one so brave,
generous and noble eannot die in the spring
time of hjs manhood. The fature with its
bright pictares of fame and glory would Iure
bim even from the Lrink of the geve, No,
no; he cannot die thus in the early promise
of his young life—his nodu-tide not reached
—his hopes of happiness unfulfilled, God
will be more mercitul!

Thus she hoped and prayed, while yet the
wing of the death-angel was hovering near,
all but ready to hreathe Bn the lips of the
sufferer the clunmy seal that marks the
passer from this to the unseem world. And
while shie peayed the wished for change took
place; the Line leyes opened wide and shone
with all their old intelligence—the cheaks and
lips tock a healthier hue, and words, low
almost as the breathings of sn infant’s bredth,
came upon ber ear.

“Is it you, Laura? T'm bettar now—T feal
less puin; bub my fect have been near the
shores of the grest river. Do you think I
will gel well # -

Yes, dear, if you will ouly lie still and ook
worry. 1 am so rejoiced to hear you speak
ugain; but you mwnst say no more at preseat,
The doctor advises it—yon are still very
wenk,"

“ And yonu wonk leave me 2

+* Neverdear—1 shall not stir from here.”

“Well, then, I will try and sleop.”

“But first, Richard, take this medicine,”
and she raised his head gently and adminis-
tored the preseription.

Hour after hour went by and tho faint
tracery of an early dawn began to streak the
castern horison, Day.was fast approaching
und the hum of the awakening city had began
1o penetrate to the apartment.  Life is active
in the town ps in the country, and in the
eager pursuit of gain the hours of darkness
ss well as those of light are madesubservient
1o its purposes

From a kindef, unconscionsness,
produced by a blending of fatigne and slesp,
Lanra was aroused to discove rsome object
moving 0 the room. At first she supposed
it was the sumgeon or her father retarnel to
soe how her was progressing; buta
second ghﬂ ut &l object disclosed the Appa-
rel of o femnle. muuwu
an npp:iﬁun. Im to her feet and
vuujd have M L not the m of |

© cousin’s peril in o d
rained her. But this
4 only for & moment; uum instant
m ‘moved from behind | the heavily
?Ubed wnd stood revealed as

| lip.

imwm qu'bm Laura
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+«Merciful heavens! hnmwu
|exclnimed, with dilating eye snd
"¢I§ it you indesd? Oh! how came
heré? and the words came out with a
anmmwma
sounded in that silent chamber like the cry of
the heart as it breaks over the bier of the

dying.-

“Yes, lady, I am Zors," said the beautifal
Persian, aud bound. by the solomn eovenant
made between the living and the dead. I am
Whmmm -

#God bless you, my dear Zanl Pardod
myﬂut expressions—ihley were wrung from
me in my greéat surprise,” and she took her in
ber arms ind kissed her repeatedly, while
over each face a joyful light was shining.
“Yes, your right to watch beside him none
may question. We have never met before,
but we are sisters now. Oh! how I have
longed to see you; and it is you in very
troth ¥ and a smils of such infinite sweeiness
flitted seross the face of the siately lady, that
Zers involuntarily kuelt at Ber foet to invoke
‘a blessing.
¢ PBless you Zera—a thousand blessings on
your head, my dear, darling, - beantiful Zern
They did pot exaggerate when they told how
benutiful you were. But I shall find timeto
admire you as much as I pleass, for you will
not Jenve me. 'We will walch Richard together,
He is my betrothed —will be myhusband—he
is your—" :

*Nay, lady, speak it not—let the tio thnt

white hand was mised with a deprecating ges-
ture, while the deep, intense -black eyes were
ruised with o look of passionate entresty.
¢ It is sufficient, lady, that you reeoguize the
tie, sud have welcomed me so kindly. Go,
1 you, and snatch a few hours of needed repose.
I will watch beside your lover as a untlm-
guards her firstborn; go, lady,'ge” But
Launra resisted her kindly mmtonbﬂﬁel
and begged to be permitted to stay-with her,

*We have never met before, and I beg you
wll let me stay., I am not tired with my
watch. Indeed, I believe I have slept, and
now feel no need of additional rest, and I so
mwuch desire to talk with you snd Know you
batter. We two, of all others, ought to be
ac juninted; let ms, therefore, improve this
opportunity.”

And Laura seated herself by the young
mnget,mdmklhewnwhihhnd'mhﬁ
own, pressing snd car g it with a gentl

bluke}uwmloohngnthom;gﬂ
with inexpressible t To anature so

: lmprem'bh as Zara's, this aot of simple conr-

tesy was in itselfl an assarance of comfiding
love, and she repaid it with the tenderest
gratitnde. Beantifnl and good, she could not
help loving her. And besides her welcome
bad been so free, the restraint a stranger feels
had been removed so kindly, her elsims so
cordially recognized, that she fell that she
could never do emongh to testify how mach
she felt it all, and how grateful she was,

“You are very kinfl to me, lady; mors
Lind than I could have expected you to be,”
Zera replied. **Coming into your presence
so suddenly, and without the advantage of
Richard’s protection, I could not have antiei-
peted so much kindness. But indeed I am
very grateful to you. It is not ofien, I ima-
gine, that s stranger, a foreigner, all but
friendless, meets with so ganemu 8 recep-
tion."

#The nwrereason. durZen. why I should
be more than kind to you, if that were pos -
ble. But you forget; I have simply welcomed
you a3 & dear, trusted friend, and have not
offered that acknowledgment of your high
rank, which the proudest of Europe's nobility
wonld feel honored in offering to-—" .

“Zers, lady; I am simply Zera, a8 you
have called me,” interrupted the young stran-
ger; and with such pointed emphasis that
Laura well undersiood, that whatever the
resson she had for the incognito she assumed,
she intended it to be righdly preserved.

There was firmness mingled with infinite
tenderness in the tone of her voice, and
the shadows of the clond that a moment before
rested on her brow was fir more sad than
g'ern. It was the lingering touches of a sor-
row whose poignant intensity had long «ago
made her young heart quiver, but which had
gpent its fury, while it bhad saddened her
life.

¥ Let me call you Laura, and I to you am
simply Fera, snd this will not prevent our
loving each other very dearly,” she said, and
smiled, while Laura eould deteet in the tone
of her voice an evident struggle to conceal
the intense desire she had that the request
should be complied yith.

#1 eould wish nought else, my dear, and
feel that you arédoing me an honor in mak-
ing the request.”

¢0Oh, uo!" you must feel nothing of the
sort. We are two girls, yon know, neazly of
the same age-—perhaps I am a few years the
youngest—and it will be so much pleasanter
for us to be on this footing with each other.”

“It shall be as you fay, my dear. Would
you like to have me explain how the matter
stands to my father?”

¢ Certainly; it will have fo be done, you
knpw.” .

“But, how did you hear of Richard’s con-
dition, Zera, nod how did yon get in?"

\ “Une of my people—a mam in whom T
rpose much confidence—brought me the
intelligence & fow hours since, and hastening
here, 1 met the surgeon at the door, and, after
questioning him as to hif patient's state, 1
prevailed on him £o admit me, he evidently
sapposing Jme a friend of yours, anxious to
oonsole you in your. distress, “which indeed,
dear Laura, I am in very deed and trath.”
*Does Richard know of your presence
here—in this couniry, I mean?’ -

“Yes, we bave met singe my arrival; but I
.jotnedthomulweeunhimthmlhm
requ:sted of you respecting my movements
mmm Lsuppose, is the
of his not you Tmust come and go

binds us be secret at present,” and the small®

grace that “charmed her ﬂ:mur Thegru: L

_country, These are - different, fam ﬂlm
which prevail here; ndm[hopmly«hn-
play my manner of living, this of itself would. |
excite cariosity, and, perhaps, end in sarveil-

ance. I bhave many of my “with me;
tection. 1 could not domesticate this retinue
in a private family or hotel. I could not tol-

‘my exclusiveness; besides, thess people know
no language but their own, and are partial to
'the dress and customs of their . Now
ing in her

‘s dager questioning face.

staying anywhere else than here. Our house
i large—it could well afford room for a dozen
additional servants; besides, in this great city
you will need some sort of protection—why
can'’t you stay here ¥,

“Believe me, dear Lanra, T am very grate-
ful, but T am well supplied with everything
essential to my comfort and protection. I
bave purchased a resid in & secluded part
of thie city, on Washingion Avenue, and live
there sur ded by my peopl Besides,
dear Laurs, yon could only afford me room

| for a dozen servants, while I have over thirty,

1 could never permit them to depart from the
allegiance they owe me, and their manner of
rendering this would excité ridicule in your
republican country. = But, [ will be with you
#s much as possible, and the rest of the time
you shall spend with me. And then, dear
Laura, you will gee how an Eastern despot
lives among her slaves;” and. Zera's rich,
elenr langh frilled llkeurippleol'jnynnths
starfled air,

Qb, that willbe splendid!” snid Laurs,
langhing in concert,

The low ulterance of the ladies fell npon
the ear of the wounded man in a sofi mon-
gtone inexpressibly soothing, calming the
flushed pnd fevered body into quiet repose.
His senses had not gathered the words or
purport of the convessation. but the sofi,
sweet eadence of the two voices dearest to
him, even in that fitfal sleep, carried to
“his mind » semse of seeurity, of happiness,
which penetrated his heart with ineffable
content,

mnaeemrthhmuuﬂpn-'

erate the curiosity of the Americaus, nbr they |

you see some of my reasons,” said Zera, smil-

“BIt.dmrfBon, I never thought of your | bad

In]ln, there being no
that be did not: £O 0
but wished to ses the waterfalle,
erson be addressed, ' we
fulia.” (Laughter.
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* Haw. broihers row, the stream rens fust;
The rapids are sear, and the dayligni's peai "

wss po established chureh, [cheers] all the
eburches being free. [Cheers.] At Hamiiton he
asked bow they got on withont ments, and

hevuuhl that in n-nmsmm nm‘bu

In this way the lght of dawn brightened
into day, and the long hours stole silently
along, bringing hope to the hearts of the
watchérs, and returning strength and eon-
sciousness to their patient.

On the pale face had begun to quiver a
delicate rose tint not breathed there by fever,
and throughout the weakened frame had
begun to thrill a sense of animation snd
returning vigor not caused by pain. The
pulse had assumed a more nataral and even
stroke, snd respiration was less labored and
easier. The hour of danger had passed, and
with careful watching and attentios Richard
Bartrelle would recover,

The doctor came and went; his patient
needed only care; that sound sweet sleep was
gathering healing for the exhausted body fas-
ter tham any drug or medicine eould lend it.
OL! how their hearts lesped, their pulses
thrilled, as the kind old surgeon smiled his
answer into their eager, questioning eyes.
Faithful nurses! how they loved the old man
for his assurance.

“Let him sleep girls; et him sleep; he'll
do well enough, only don'tlet him get exeited.
Ab! the young dog, to bring so much troable
on two such pretty faces;” and smiling and

sparkling eyes and faces dimpled all over
with smiles, that flashed and shone like the
eparkle of the dew in the shimumer of the sun.
Oh! bow glad they were,

[To be continned.]

Aour First Swestheart,
BY MARY EYLR DALLAS.

Yon pever can forget ber. Bhe was 5o very
yourg sud innocent sud pretiy, She bad such &
way of lo king at you over her hymnbook in
church, Bhe sione, of ail the world, did not taiuk
you s boy at aighu-m but wondered at yoursi ze,
aud your learniog, and your falot foreshadowing
of m sandy musrache, and believed you every
inch 8 man. When at those stupid eveoing par-
ties, where boys who should hisve been inf the nar-
#ery, and girla who should have eaten sappers of
bread and wilk, and gone to sleep hours befurs,
whltzed and ﬂiru-d wnd made themselives ill over

{n.“. acd champagne, you were favored by a

ce of her eye or & whisper from Ler lip, you
mnndﬂl to e seventh beaven immediately,
When once mpon & eertain memarable eve s

olkned with the druggist's clerk, snd never

rbked ot you, how miserable you were. It ls
fupny to think of pow, but it was not (auoy then,
{ozun were swiully in esraest,

ce, Al & picnic, she wore n white dress, and
had roses twited in her black bair, and she looked
eo like 8 bride that you fairly trembled ; some
times you thought in just such mowy eoetlrnt
with jost such blossoma In her huir, she might
ltrnd n::hld.n the nliar, and you, mest blessed of
a lmer might piace & golden upogghior
finger, and wheo you were left alone with her for
& moment, gome of your thoughts would form
themselves into words, and though ehe blushed
and ran away, and would not let yoo kiss her, she
did not peem sogry. And them you were some-
buw parted for a little while, and l‘hn,uull
agein she was walking with & geotlsman,
well whiskered man, of twe uhl utltlrty
bad weither word nor smile Tor you. Aud some
well meening gossip informed yoo shortly afier
that she waa * engaged™ to the tall gent
with black whiskers nod that ** it was & splend|
match.” It was terrible uu to then, and
“1' ‘“h:: L] ma gond d fua of 3 Jﬂ&:
mative pl where, ra o
ful griel, And mang resolo #‘ nd’hn-n
her, you r
!n m?h money

l\uﬂh
!l m:t nP 305“1“ uyp in the fire
E:uu hm 'nu ‘you go
me sl n&n ud you that you had
Dr!oll!ll Ilttu episode of your nineteenth

yrar, until ﬂ..“-h'n you read of her
dul.hinthm she wasa stont lady,
S i S

m*:'l‘? W her ﬂﬁ.
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bowing gallantly the old surgeon quit- |
ted ,M“ﬂp&ﬁ‘:ﬂ. ollowed hy the hurried,

+ made of. _(Chee

an onu_ﬂng distric W
schoolma l' uun h‘
mput“ . ull:ol rate,

whale In the

nited it nr{
body lh Mm, sent his ehildren fo
schuol, and paid not for their instraction, and

E;:numlmm there was no uuhn

time while serving Gen. Grant, when
huieg:l;‘g Richmond.” Mr. Liveoln remarked that
ﬂle’ been sbused in England for maintaining
slavery, and they were also abused when they
were nﬂnglmt batlle to get rid of slavery,
sod that took away their o in British
opinton ; but he was awareof the ‘entar-
:‘hud for them !@:'tlh n‘-uul “gu ‘;r.mt-
people stated ex-
rwahmnf to them on the desth
or his father rom ;llml exceeded thoss re-
eeived from all the rest of the world, He (Mr.
Hall) asked “him about the queen's letter, Mr.
Lincoln said it covered three ud oconsid-

ering it the wtguhlnp of & woman's heartfelt
sympathy, he an’ - is mother felt it would b very
wruog 10 puoblish (Cheers.) There was the

pew remainiog in weich the late nt md tu
#it until he found the minister lll!‘l:.,

dor. (Cheers.) luﬂux-uud
tint st Bt. Logis —where, » few years ago, slaves
were sold by suetlon—he had delivered & tho-
rough anti-sluvery lecture, Mr. Hall desoribed the
way in which the ar y tarned outin Baffslo to
da honor 1o Gen. Bh-ridan, and uphln\nha
that army was d of the inbabitants of all
tonks, and sdded that & car fall of maimed men,
who conld not wallk, d the p:

Thst wes the stufl that the srm

af lﬂnn'dnn Wi

of mu
tuhsided &t once into eivil life, and,
wanted, balf & million of men, tlmruug'h'l eqni
ped, would be in the feld again read ﬁPI
betties of their country. [Cbm)
guleiul for uw bospitality he hdm\l n
for the pleasant jolercourse he

ostum, and
bad ed ith the poeta fellow,
Lomwell avd Whivier: B whe' h:f i
by ol the Protestant

ibe Unitarians incladed. » shrc-h
in A merien that would hmm

tubliched church- (cheers)—the Nhg
that to endow & church was to urlp h' and to
attach it 1o & government wes to emsluve it
(Cheers.) Perhaps they might some time henge
lesrn eomething evea from America.

| echeérs.) He described the i'rhn_dI way in which

he was received in Wall ew York, and
how those present, st the close of his nddress,
m; w}mw. “ (od Bave theQueen.,

ers.
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