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The Srars Jourxai's Waant and Mis
gellunsous columns resch esch working
day in the weeok more thum iwiocs as
mseny Topaka people us can he repchsl
thicugh any other paper. This i & faci.

| suwppose,

when the wealthy man of my text,
bappy bimself, wanted to meks other
people happy. And so the lovitations
went ount; bot something went very
wuch wrong. Ye: can imagine the
embsrrassment of any one who bas
provided a grand feast when he finds
out that the guests invited do not in-
tend to come. There is nothing that
s0 provokes the master of the feast
us that

Well, these pecple invited to this
great banguet of the fext made most
frivolons excénses. The fact was, I
that some of them were of-

| fended that tle=s man had sueceeded so

:

(

much better in the world than they
had. There are people in &ll oveunpa-
tions and professions who consider it
a wrong to them that anybody clse is
advanced. 1 suppose Lhess people in-
vited to the feast snid among them-
gselves "We aire pot going to admiais
ter to that man'’s vanily, be s proud
encugh now: we won't go; beslde
that. we conld =il give parties if we
made onr mouey the way that man
makes his ™

B when the messengers went ool
with the invitalions there wasa unsni-
mons refusal, Ope mare said, “Oh 1
have hought a firm,and | must-go and
loghk atit!" e wasa Innd specuiator,
antl had me business 10 buy lapd unitil
he kpoew abomt it A frivolous ex-
cuse. Apother muan sald I have
bought five yoke of oxen.” The prob-
ability is he was & speculator in live
sloclke He aoght to bave known about
the (xen before he beugint them.
sids that i he had Been very anxious
to ges to the fesst, he could have
bocked them pp and driven them on
the road there. Apother frivelous ex-
cuse. Another man said, “'Oh, I bave
married a wife, and I can’'t coms"
wken if be had said to his wife, *T
Lhave an invitation to a splendid Jdin-
ner; it Is highly complimentary to me;
1 should very much like to goi will

|
-

you go along with me?" she would
have said, *‘“To be sure I will go'’
Arother frivolous excnse The fuct

was that thev did not want to go,
*Now," said the great man of the
feast, *1 willl not be defearted in this
matter; T have with an honest pur
pose provided a banquet. and thers
are scores of people who would like to
come i they were only invited. Here,
my man, here, you o out, and when
you find a blind minn, give him yourarm
end feteh him in: and when you £Hnd
£ lpme man, give bhim a cruteh and
fetch him in; and wlhen you find a
poor man, ilell him 1bat there is w
piate for Lim in my mwansion; aund
when you find some cne who is so
rag'ged' apa wrelched that he has
never been Invited anywhere, then, by
by the kindest tenderness annd the
most loving invitation any one ever
Lad, compel him to ¢come in™
Oh. my friends, it regquires no acute-

ness on my part, or oo your part to
gee in &ll this sffar that religionis a
vanguet The table waos set in Pales-
tine & good many vears #go, and the
diseiples gathered around it, and they
thought they would have & good Lime
ull by themselves, but while they =at
by the table the leaves began Logrow
snd spread, and cne leal went to the
esst snmd snother lexf went to the
west, until the whole earth was cov-
ered np with them, snd the eclusters
from the heavenly vineyard wers
piled vp on the boerd, snd the trom-
pets and harps of eternity made up
the orchestrs, and as this wine of God
is pressed to the lips of a sinninog,
bleeding, suffering, dying, groaning
world, & volece breaks from the
heavens, saying, “Drink, O friends;
yea, drink, O beloved!”™ O hlessed
Lord Jesus, the Leat friend [ ever had,
the best friend apy wan ever had,
was there ever such =& fable? Was
there ever such a banquet?

From the cross oplifted bigh,

Whers the Favicur designs to die,

What melodious sounds 1 hear

Bm, onbtbe ravished ens!
Heaven's rasoomiug work is done,

Come, and welcome: sinner, come.

Religion is 8 joyons thing, 1do not
want to hear snybody talk sbout re-
ligion aa though it were & fumeral I
do not want suybedy to whine in the
prayer meeting about the kingdom of
God. Ido not want any man toc roll
up his eyes, giring n thnt way evi-
dence of his sanctity. The men and
women of God whom I happen o
know. for the moat part. find religion
s great joy It isexhilaration to the
body. Itis invigoration to the mind
It i= rapture to the soul It is balm

for sll wounds It is light for =all

brenk forth with musiec npon his soul,
and the air bevtomes resonant as the
angels of Uod beat it with their shin-
ing sceptres.”™

Oh, the Lord God has many fair and
besutiful daughters; but the falrest
of them all is she whose ways are
pleasantoess und whose paths are
prace! Now. my brothers and sisters
—for | have a right to call you also—
1 koow some people look back on their
ancestral line, and they see they are
descended from the Puritans or Hu-
guoenots and they rejoice im that; but
1 look back on my ancestral line, and
I see therein snch awiogling and mix-
ture of the blood of all nutionalities
thnt f feel nkin to all tha world, and
L'y the bleood of the Sen of God, who
died for all people, I address you in
the bonds of universal ULrotherhood
I come out as only a servant bring-
ing no invitalion to a party, and I put
it into your band, saying, *'‘Come, for
nil things are now ready,” and 1 urge
it upon you and continve to urgs it
snd, before I get through, 1 hope, by
the blessing of God, to compel you Lo
come in

We muast take cars how we give the
invitntion. My Christinn friends, 1
think some times we have just gone
opposite to Christ's command, and we
bave compelled people to stay out
Some times our elanborated instroes
tions have been the hindrance We
pradunste from our theological semina-
riem on stiits, and it takes five or
rix yeurs before we can come down
and stund right beside the great
musses of the people. learning
their joys, sorrows, vietories, defests
We got our heads so brimful of theo
logical wisdom that we have to stiand
very stralal't lest they spill over. Now,
what do the great masses of the peo-
ple care nbont the technicalities
of religion? ‘What do they ecare
ubout the hrpostatie union or the dif-
ference VWetween sub-lapsarian aond
supra-lapsarian? What do they care
for your profound explsnuations, cleur
#s o London fog? When o man is
drowning he does not want you to
stand by the dock und deseribe the
nsture of the water ioto which he ban
fallen, and tell Lim there are two
parts hydrogen gas and one of oxvgen
gas, within common density of thirty-
nine Fabrenhelt, turniag to steam
under a common almospleric pressurs
of two hundred and twelve. He does
not want a chemiecal lecture on water;
he wanls a rope.

Oh my friends, the curse of God on
the church, it seems to me, in this
day, is metaphysies. We speak in an
unknown tongue In our Sabbath
schools, and in onr religions asscm-
blages, and in onr puipits and how
can peopla be saved unless they under-
stand us? We put oo our official
gowns and we think the two siik
balloons flupping at the elobws of a
preacher give him great sunctity. Thea
river of Gud's truth flows down before
us pure and clesr as erystal; but we
take our theologiecal stick and stir it
up, and stir it ap, until we ean not see
the bottom Oh, for the simplicity of
Christ in all our instructions—the
simplieity he practiced when standing
among Lhe people, he took a llly, and
said, *"There ia a lesson of the way I
will clothe you:” and, pointing toa
raven, said, “There is & lesson of the
way I will feed youn:; consider the
lilies—behold the fowis™

I think oftem in our religions

instructions we compel people
to stay out by our cburch sr-
chitecture. People come in and they

find things angular, and cold, and

stiff, and they go away never again

to come; when the church ocughtto be

a great home cirele, everybody having |
a hymn book, giving half of it to the

one next to him, every one who has a

bend to shake hunds, shaking hands— |
the chureh architecture nnd the ehurch |
surroundiangs saying to the peaple,
“Come in and be st home ™ loslead
cf that, I think =ll these surrousnd
ings often compel the people to siay

out Now, let us.all repent of our ‘
sins and begin on the other truck, sad |
by our heartiness of affection, and

warmth of manner, asud imploration ‘
of the Spirit of God, compel the pso-
ple to come in How shsll we lead
sinners to aceept the Lord's iovits.
tton? 1 think we must ecertainly
begin by a holy life. We must be
better men, better women, before we
can compel the people to coms into
the kingdom of Jesus Christ. Thete
are fins essays being written Iin this

day about science and religion It 1]

the safe path! Ouar children are ful-
lowing, cur partners in business are
following, our neighbors are follow-
ing. o great multitude stepping right
on in our ste O, be sure and lake
the right path! BExhibit a Christisa
example. and so by your godly walk
compel the peeple to come in

1 think there ia nlso work In the
way of kindly admonition. 1 do not
believe thers is & person in this house
who, if approached in s kindly and
brotherly manner, would refuss to
listen. If you are rebuffed, it is be-
cnuse you luck in taect und commoen-
sense. But oh., how much effective
waorle there is in, the way of kindly
adomnition! 'There are thousands of
men all round about you who have
never had one personal iavitation to
the crosa. Uive that one inrvitatlon.
and you would be surprised at thes
alnerity with which they would ae-
cept it

1 tell you to-day. my friends. of a
great salvation. Do you understand
what it is to have s SBaviour? He took
Four place. He bore yowr sins He
wept your sorrows.  He is here now to
save your sonl A soldier, worn ons
in his country’s servive took ta the
violin as a mode of earning his Heing.
e was found in the streats of Vienns,
playing his violin. but after o while
his hand beecame feeble and tramulous,
and he could mo more make wusic
Onae day, while hie sat thers weepiog.
a mun passed aslong and said, "My
friend, you are too oid and too fesbls;
give me your violin;” and he took the
man's violin. and begaa to dizscourse
most exguisite musie and the
people gathered around in larger aad
larger multitudes, snd Lthe uged man
beld his bat, and the 2oin pourad in
and poured io until the hat was full
“Now," snid the man who played the
violim, “put that coin in your pook
eln” The coln was pul in toe old
man's pockets Then he held his has
aguin, and the vicliniat played mors
sweetly than ever, and played anitil
some of the people wept wsad some
shooted. And again the hat wus
filled with ¢oin. Then the wioliniss
dropped the instrument asod passed
off, uod the whisper went, *“Who s
it? who s 1It?" and some one
just entering the erowd  =uid,
“Why., thut is Bucher. the greatl vwie-
linist, known all throagh the remim;
yes, thul ls the greut violinlse® Tle
fact was, he bad just tases that mun’e
place and assumed his poverty, and
borne his burden, sud piayed his
musie, and earned his livelihood snd
muade swerifive fur the poor old in
So Lhe Lord Jesos Christ comes down,
and be Aads us lo curspiritual penary,
and wsoross the striugs of hiy own
broken .esarl he sirikes & strain ol
intiuile music;, whleh wins the atten.
tion of earth sod beaven. He taltes
our poverty. He plavs our musia He
weeps our sorrow. He gles our death.
A sacrifive for you. A sacrifice fo
me

Oh, will you aceept this sscrifice
oow? T do not slagle out this and
that man and this and that woman
But 1 say all may come The sacrik
fice is 50 great. wll mway be saved
Does it noi seem io yvou ns if heaven
was very near? ] ean fesl its breath
on my cheelc. UGod Is near, Christ i
near. The Holy Spirit is pesr. Min
istering angels are near Your glori
fied kindred in heaven wnear. Yom
glorified mother near.  Your departed
children near Your redemption s
near.

BIGOER THAN EVER,

Battery B Is BEecrulited Up to the Largest
Sum ber.

Buttery B is gacraited up to the largest
number in the prat seven vears Theye
are twenty-eight men survlled und rhe
number = limited o 30, The offlosra are
First livotepant, H. M. Phillips; second
Neutenant, W. A. Puartison; lirét sergemni,
Hirum Ryus; first duty sergennl, A L.
Grigga. The other officers wre to be
elected soon :

E 85 Hunler who was one of the ser-
gesuts in the bastery has been givea so
honorable disoharge, Hunpler was cosp-
tain of the Coxey home guards snd aoines
friction resulted from his connectiun
with the guwrds and Lisutensant Pulllips
nsked for; his discharge, but afisewurd
withdraw the spplication. Huntar ihen
applied for his dischargs sod rocelved v

Fer Owver Fifty Years
Mra Winslow's Socthing Syrup hus been
used for teething. It soothes, softons
the gums, sllays pain, cures colic.  Best
remedy for diarrhoea. 20 conts s botile.
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