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emotion was photogpraphed in pink
and white. Captain Astley took little
heed of the beauty to which he had
elways been scenstomed, To him she
was “only Almee,” but others wers
not so blind as her brother,

“I'H be revengad on her,” muttered
Master Tom to himself, and he
straghtway took his aister Ceey into
his confidence.

“You remember, s!s, don't you,”
sald he, “that she mude you siay in
all the nfterncop that Saturday when
the Wells girls had their picnis, to
tpend your froek, ready for Sunday?
And she took away all your sweets
and she makes you practice on the
piano two hoors every day, instead of
one. Now, doesn't she?"’

“Yes," noilded Cecy. “‘that's very
trua. But she tells ma nice stories,
and she gave me a little sandal wood
work-box last wesk. "

““Oh, bother the stories and the
sandal-wood work-boxes!" said Tom.
“1 tell you. sis, I'm gong to play her
such a trick!™

“A tricle. Tom?”

“Yes Just look hera. I've written
bera red-hot love-letter.”

“But you can't write & love-letter
to your owno aunt, Tom,” pleaded
troubled Ceey

question.

“Aunt Aimee.” anid she, “has Mr,
Salvius really proposed to you?"

“*Yas, dear," answered the young
lady.

“*Would—would yon mind telling
me how? I shonld so much like to
know,"” faltered Cecy.

“*He wrole me a léttar, Ceey.,"” said
the gentle bride-elect. *“You'll wun-
derstand all, these things yovrsell
some day.”

But neither Cecy nor Tom could
fathom this mystery.

“I think there's witcheraft in It,"
growled Tom. “I do.”

But Mr. Salvius never told them—
nor did Misa Astiey herself evar
know—that he himself had chanced
1o be reading in the little' summer
house on the Inwn, behind the ereep-
er-covered trellis, when the arch plot
was gconcocted, and heanrd every word
of it

“The fittle imps!” sald he to him-
self. *If they only knew what a deul
of uneertainty and trouble they are
saving me!”

And so beautiful Almee was
wooed and won, and the secret was
alwuys kept from Aunt Almee.
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UMY VEARY OWR."

that she likes him? Well, I founda
letter of his to papa’ about some busi
ness the other day. And seel I've
imitated his writing exactly. She
never’ll know the difference.”

0h, Tom!” cried Cecy.almost earried
away by the enormity of the con-
spiraey. *“Oh, I dom't see how you
dared!™

“And iv's all about how much he's
in love with her,” said Tom, dancing
wildly about the lawn in his delight,
“and asking her to be his wife. And
I'm gaing to post it to-day; and to-
morrow he comes to our house to din-
ner, to mast the oid colonel, yon
know, and Mrs. Jocelyn; and, of
course, she'll believe t's all a true

sdeclaration, and what & state of

things that will be, eh, Cecy? And
you and I'll be hiding somewhers to
hear her sccept what's never been oi-
fered her.”

itation. The style was, perhaps, »
little abrupt; but Mr. Salvius was an-
like other men; and Almee Astley's

i5 not the bridegroom, but the bride’s
father who returns thaaks when her

tuins authority over his child after sha
i= married. He may summon her
home to tend him when he siok. II he
loses his wife he may olaim his mar-
ried dsughter’s services during the
first three months of his widowhood,
and he very often does so. I the
danghter's husband dies, her [(ather
may compel her to return to his roof,
and he becomes the guardian of her
children. None of these privileges
are retained by & married woman's
mother.

A Cuananing Little Scheme.

Miss Richgirl, doubtfully—I am

jafraid pa will never conseant unless

you place him under abligations 1o
you.

Mr. Slimpurse—Hum! Leét—me—
see., | might pretend to save you
from drowning or something.

Miss Richgirl —That wouldn't be of
any use, He would simply hand you
& reward and forget all about it

Mr. Slimpurse—But there must be

some way to win his favor.

Miss Richgirt—Oh, 1 have it! You
wailt untll pa pgets Into a tight place,
and then you rush in apd save him

»Usually with watar,” responded
the young one demurely, and the cat-
echism closed for that day.
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