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come nlong. Ah! there nover will be
b grander day om the old homestead
i than this day. Let the "utehers do
their work, and let the housekeepers
| bring into the table the smolking ment.
The musicinns will take their places,
el the gay groups will move up and
down thes foor, All the frienda and
welrhbors are gathered in, and extra
¢ poly is sent out to the tabie of the
servanis. The father presides at the
tuble and spys grace, und thanks God
Liat his long absent boy is hume again.
L ! how they missed him: how giad
ey ate to have him back, One brother
'fdead stands pouting at the back
dour, and =zays: ~*This is a great ado
about nothing: this bad boy s=hould
Lave been chustened instead of greeted;
veal is too good for him!” Dut the
father says, ““‘Nothing is too gooi;
puthing is good endush.” There sils
the voung mian. glud at Lthe henrty re-
coption, but a shndow of sorrow -
ting across his brow at the remem-

branes of the trouble he had seen. All
rendy now, Let the covers lift. Musie.
o was dend and he is dlive ngain! He

wiis lost and he is found! Ey such
| bold imugery does the bLible set forth
the merrymaking when & soul comes
home to Liod.

"First of ail, there is the new con-
very's joy. Ttis no tame thing Lo be-
come & Christian. The most tremen-
dous moment In a man’s life is when
he surrenders himself to God. 'he
grandest time on the fathers home-
stead is when the boy comes buck
Among the great throng whe, in the
pariors of my church. professed Christ
sne night wasa young man, who next
alorning rang my doorbell und said:
=Sir, I can not contain myself with tho
joy I feel; I eame here this marning
to expressit. 1 huve fonnd more joy
in five minutes in serving God than in
all the yenrs of my prodigality, and 1
came to say so0.”

You have sven, perhaps, a man run-
ving for his physical liberty. and the
vfli ‘ers of the law after him: and you
gaw him escape or afterward you

keard the judge had poerdoned him,
end how great was the gles of that
rescued man; but it Is A very tame

thing that ecompared with the ranning
{for ope’s everlasting life—the terrors
of the law after him, and Christ com-
ing in to pardon and bless and rescue
snd save. You remember John Bun-
yan. in his great story, tells how the
Pilgrim pot his Sinpers to his enrs and
ran, erying. *Life. Iife, eternal life!™
A poor car driver, after having had to
struggle to support his family for
yoars, suddenly was informed that a
Large inheritance was hin. snd there
! %vas joy amounting to bewilderment;
bt that is & small thing compared
with the experience of one when he
has put in his hunds: the title deed to
the joys, the raptures, the splendors of
heaven, and he can truly say, “its
mansions are mine, its u-:nplca are
miine, its songs are mine, ita God is
pvinel™

Oh; it is no tame thing to vpecocme s
‘hristian, Itis & merrvoaking. Itls
the killing of the futted calf It is
! fubilea; You know the Bible nevea
compares it to a funeral, but always
sompares it to something bright. Itle
more apt to be compared to 8 banqguet
than auythiog else. It iscompared in
the Bible to the water—bright, fizsh-
ing water: to the momlng—rodeite,
fireworked, mountain transtizared
morning, ¥ wish I conld to-day tske
ull the Bible expressions aboul pandon
‘and peace, and life and comfort, und

-

bhope and heaven, and tswist them into
one garland, and put it on the brow o
| the humblest child of Uod in all this
land sond ery: **Wear it. wear it now,
wear it forever, son of God, daughies
of the Lord God Almighty. ©Oh, the
joy of the pew convert! Oh, the glsd-
ne=s of the Christien service!

Youn bave seen sometimmes & man in a
religious assembly get up und give his
experience. Well, Paul gave his ex-
perience. He rose in the presence of
wwo churches—the church on earth
and the church in hesven—auod he snid:
“Now. this is my experience: ‘sorrow-
ful, et always rejoicing. poor, yeéy
muoking many rich; bhaving nothing.
yet possessing all things.'" I1fall the
people who read this sermon knew the
juss of the Christian religion, they
| would all pass over into the kogdoss

field among the wounded, uniil it was
sail there were at least ten thousand
wounded men wniting their voices as
they came to the verse:
Thers everlnsting spring abides,
Aud never witharing fowers;
Denth like a narrow stresus divides,
That heavouly land from ours.

Ch, it is a great religion to live hy,
and it Is & great religion to die by,
There is only one heart throb between
you and that religion this moment.
Just look into the face of your pardon-
ing God, and surrender yourself for
time and for eternity. and he is yours,
und heaven is yoors, and all s yours
Some of you, lilke the young man of
the text, have gone far astray. fknow
not the history, but you know it—yon
know it

When a young man went forth inte
life, the logend says, bisgoardinn angel
went forth with him. nod getting him
into a Seld. the guardian angel swept
a circle clear dround where the young
man stood:. If was a circls of virtue
and honor, and he must step beyond
that cirele. Armed foes caume down,
but ‘were obliged to halt at the elrele—
they could not pass. But ope day a
temprress, with diameonded hand,
stretehed forlth and erossed that circle
witlhh the hand, and the tempted soul
tock it, and by that one foll grip was
brought beyond ihe circle, and died
Sote of you have stepped beyond that
cirele, Would you not like this day, by
the grace of God, to step back? This,
i say to you, is yonr hour of salvation.
There was im the closing lours of
Queen Anne what is called the eclock
ceene. Fint down on  the pillow
in - helpless sickness, she could
not move her head or move her
hund. She was waiting for ths
hpur when the ininisters of state should
gather in angry contest: and wor ied
and worn out by the coming hour, and
in momentary sbsence of the nurse, in
the power—the strange power which
delirium sometimes gives one—she
arose and stood in front of the elock,
and stood there watching the clock
when the nurse returned. The nurss
said, Do you see anythiog peculiar
sbout that clock?” She made no
answer, but soon died. There is a
¢lock scene in every history. If some
of you would rise from the bed of
lethargy and comea out of your delirivm
of sin, and look on the clogk of your
destiny this moment, you would ses
and hear something you have not seen
or heard before, and every tick of the
minute, and every stroke of the ‘hour,
and every sawing of the pendulum
would say: “"Now, pow, now, oow!”
Oh, comes home to your Father's housa,
Come homs, ohl, prodigal, from the
wilderness. Come home, come homel

You remember reading the story of
a king, who on some great day of fes-
tivity scattered silver and gold among
the people, who sent valuable presents
to his courtiers; but guethinks when n
soul comes back, God is so glad that to
express his joy he flings out pew
worlds into space, kindles up new
suns, and rolls among the white robed
anthems of the redeemed a greater
hallelujah, while with a volce that
reverberates among the mounotains of
frunkinesnse snd is echoed back from
the everlasting gates. he eries:  *“This,
my som, was dead and is alive again!™

At the opening of the exposition in
New Orleans, I siw a Mexiean fintist,
annd he played the solo, and then after-
ward the eight or ten bands of musie,
necompanied by the great organ. came
in; but the sound of that one flute sy
compared with all the orchestra, was
greater than ell the combined joy of
the universe, when compared with the
respunding heart of Almighty God.

For ten years, a father went thres
times = day tothe dspot.  [Hisson went
off in aggravating circumstances: but
the father said, “*He will come back.”
The strain was too much, snd his
mind parted; and three times a day the
father went. In the early moroing,
hé watched the train—its arrival, the
stepping out of the passengers, and

then the departure of the train At!

noon he was there watehing the
alyance of the train, watching the de-
parture. At wmight, there agnin,

watcing the coming, walching the go-
ing, for ten yenrs. He was sure his
gon would eome back. God has been
watching and waiting for svme of yon, .
, my brothiers, ten yeurs, Lwenty years, 1 without eadl’

be merciful to me
that I toay recelve m) sight

save me or I perish.” The
prayer, Solomon’s prayer at
cation of the temple, ti
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ordinary rate of enunaci
just hear them pray now
prodigals are coming lu
see them shake bhands
forth of the four Line of
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up and with the same
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meeting house; say,  Now
thou thy servanl depart in
mine cyca bave wneen L
There was u mun of Hel
hurled into prison in tine
tion, and one day he gou of
Jes and he came
prison door, and when the
opening the door, with one
struck down the man who
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him. Passing wlong
Loundon he WO o e
family was He Jdid
to asle lest he waxcite
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that some day he would ge
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prison and they sat that Keit
in the window, hoping
and e came alopgy a=n
knocked at the door, nu
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for the kingdom of God to
some of you would find ne
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would be some one In 1
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