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ISS ASH was =
maiden lady of so
many years that
she nolonger hes-
itated to wear her
own grey curls
but she was very
well off, healthy
and mpright as a
dart and but for
on e wontl farity
wonld have bresan
n hEppy wWomsn.

In thesa days, believing too little is
the geperal stumbliag bloek, =aod
many people deny almost everylhing
thnt can be menijioned, and are ex-
tremely proud of having faith In
nothing. But Miss Ash reversed this
state of things. From ths hour of
her rising to that of her retiring, the
most alarming things were constuntly
occurring. The salt was spilled.
there were awinl eracks in the look-
ing-glasses, and she pleked up erocked
pins. ‘The bresd and caks chume clefl:s
out of the oven, and the old servant
boiird steps on the stairs wheu no one
ascended them. The street door-bell
rang without hands—at lenst no one
saw snyone outside whea the door
was answered.

**Some put their faith in princss™
we aré told. Miss Ash pat bers in
fortune-tellers: She had always done
so from the days when they spoke
“*a falr yvoung man,
with his heart In his hapd,”" or a
“dark-complexionsd yooongr geatle-
man what feurs Lo spealk hils mind.™

The dark young gentleman Miss
Ash hnd always presumed to bLa Mr
Tomplkkins. who hiud let concenlment
pray upon his damask cheak for saxty
years or 40 and then departed In con-
sequenoes of gout.

Bot with all thess weanlknesses, Miss
Ash was not a bad sorit of woman,
She did s great deal for the poor; was
kind to ber old servant; and had
talken in, out of charity. & poor young

French girl, whose father had died
upon the passage to America, auod
who might hava died herself per

haps, but for the pity Miss Ash had
upos her.

She loved her mephew Dick, too;
gave himm many s present and lkept
his pockets well filled with samaull
change. Sha instrocted him in tha
ort of table-tipping, in which, haviog
even less veneration than most lads
of 15, he soon broams an sdept, and
=0 great & meadium that he conld offer
his aunt communleations in the form
of eraciks, snaps, tips or writing, from
all the ecelebrated perscoosges men-
tioped in history.

As for the Freneh girl.Estells Noir,
ehe was superstitious tog in ber own
wiy, but it was a fearlful way, which
made her shrink from peering into
futarity.

Meanwhile Betsy Bakesr laughsd In
ber sleeve at the whole of 1t—table-
tipping and stl; and raciced ber brains
for some préelext by which she could
turn her mistress’ love and kindness
from the French girl, who had, as she
believed, stapped into har place, nud
might perhaps, deprive hed of her
long expected legacy.

Now and then, howevar,
this ghostly housshold,
asurped the placs of the

even in
the reoeal
uorcal acd

YT AM X0 THIER.™
the actual present wus more iaterest

ing than the future. Such a time
enme when Master Dick was sent
college and came o pay his sunt s
farewelil visit, mnd, since ha had lost
his mother some years before, Lo be
properly #itted outl by her womanly
hands. Thers were ghirts to muaks
and ties to be bought, handkerchisls
to bem and mark end & thousand
buttons to see to. Esatells worked
diligently, and her dainty French
needlework wasa parfect marvel She
murked all his clothes and beautl-
fally.

“She sat In “‘madamne’s” room and
stitehed and Betsy Baker lookad st
her melevolently, when she broughs
up the linen from the wash; for Miss
Ash praised the girl's work, and had
spoken in the kitchen of her "‘beauti-
ful blnek hair.™

‘“Phem French as't any good, Miss
Ash.™ Betay had remarksd, “especial-
iy when they're what I call charity
folke™ But Miss Ash had resented
the remark, snd now Betay held her
peace,

And Dick whistled and banged
sbout the houss, And the young and
old women wers at work up stairs,
and there was no more table-Lipping
or ioquiries of socothsayers until a
moroing when a cab stopped =t Lbe
door, and 8 big trunk was put on be-
hind, and Dick kissed his aunt and
wis off. Then Miss Ash, folding her
hands together at her belt, lLesrad =
great sigh, apd said aloud:

“Well, Imust gc snd see Madame
Smish so-morrow, end mak her bow

to |

ihe dear boy is going to geton. Yem
ibnil go with me, Estelle.™

But Estelle cried:

‘'No, madame, please; but 1 fear
that madame, the teller of fortunes”

Mevertheless, oo the morrow Miss
Ash went to Madame Smith. The
speress was in better condition than
ueunal. The gin bottle was full. She
smiled npon Miss Ash, snd said:

“Ah! I'va been expectin’® of you
The boy is off your hands mnow. 1
konowed you'd come."

“Wonderfull™ sald Misa Ash,

Then the seeress reclined In & rock-
ing chair, and was supposed to go ianto
o trance.

‘1 am a spirit from the realms
nbove,” said the seeress, in 8 fow mo-
ments. *1 an’t come for tostay long,
only for to give this friend a promisa
and & warnin'. "

Oh, dear!” sald Miss Ash,

‘*“T'ha youth will becomes =n very
great man.”™ sald madame. “He will
climb the pinnacles of fame.and when
e bhas clumb 'em, the voioe of ths na-
tion will select him for the future
prasident, Bot thare's s dreadful
danger befors you, although it may
Le avoided You pava took into your
heart and home a foreign person. He-
waral"

“Now, there." sald Miss Ash;, who
somatimes grgued with her spiritual
guide, “there you are mistsken, Mad-
nme Smith.*

“It mn't me,” suid madame suddenly
coming to herself, *“It'sa higherand
mightier power than what I am.™

“*Well, it's mistaken, nayhow," said
Miss Ash. "'She’ll turn out well™

“No, she won't,"” responded the
epirit in possession of Madnaies Smith.
“Look in yvour secrel drawer woen
vou get home and sew il your father's
gold -wuteh s safe. She opened it
inst night after you wore asleep and
took it oute. And she's pawned it or
sold it. It's gone

Miss Ash looked horror-stricken.
fhe went home trembling and ecold
with appreheéension and rushed
straight to the seoret drawer of her
escritolir,. The watch sne valued so
woas pone—her father's wateh which
she had treasured so long. And
Estalle snd her nephew Dick alone
knew how to open it Even good
Letsy Maker she had never trusted.
Estelle was the thief.

The girl sat sewing, and looked np
st her with & smile when she called
ber.

“AMy watch, Estelle—my watch—
father's great watch, that I showed

you. Where is it? It is gone!"
“Ah, mon Diaul"™ ecried Estelle.
“Gone? Impossiblel™

Her faca was not that of m gullty
person, buk Miss Ash pever doubted
her guilt for onoe moment,

“Estelles,” she said, “the spirits
have told ma all about iz You
it. Give itback apnd I'll not puoish
you'*

““Madame,"” eriedd poor Estella, *°1
bave it not T am no thief, 1—1 take
mudanmea’s watelt! Impossiblal™

And there wera tears aund prayers
and vows, but no confession.

Miss Ash would bave bslieved no
living tougue that had told the tale,
vat an angel from heaven had re-
veuled the truth and she could mnot
doubt it, After loog hours, in which
she strova to foree the girl to confess,
she took the course sha had threst-
encd from the first—called a police-
man and sent the girl to prison.

1 must have the watch bock” she
said, as she tossed wupon the plllow.
A night in jail will do it. 1 shall
never have faith in any one agsin."”

Betay BHaker lay awake also, giddy
with trinmph, yet half terrifiad.
Thers was no fair-faced rival in the
house now. DBul she was white-faced
and miserable,

At dawn, or s very little after,
same & rapping st the door of Miss
Ash's house, A policeman stood there.

“About the young gal that took the
waleh, mum.,” he said.

“iHas she confessed?™ asked DNMiss
Ash.

‘*Not exactly,” replied the mam
“*Hut it poiats that way.”

“i don't wish to prosscuts,” said
Miss Ash, *"only to get the watch
bsck.™

“Ah,"” said the map. **Wall, there'll
be oo nesd. Bhe’s dead.™

“Dead!™ gsereamed Betsy Bakar on
the atairs. “*Dead! Dead!™

“Hung hersell,” sald the mun.
“Put her hair up in puails, first, and
made herdel! neat as a ploture.
Yes'm-—doead.™

LDetsy Baker gave asnother ery and
throw herself sereaming on the floor.
She tors her bailr, gnashed her teeth
and howled and ha@l donvulsions: then

| she gverred that she saw astan stand-

|

ing at her elbow and went off again.
IFinally coming to herself, she putl her
haud intc her pocket and gave Miss
Ash o nole, greasy st the edge and
smelling of smoke:

"I went to Madame Smith and told
her what to say.,” she said. “°I paid
ber 85 to say it As for your watch,
read that.™

And Miss Ash, tearing the envelope,
read these lioes il Dick's hand:

“Dearn AUNTY—Please forgive me.
I've got your watch [ wanted one
so bad, I'll take good care of it, and
bring it back when pa gives me =
new one, Your affectionnte Drox ™

Miss Ash read tlie words aod fainted
away. She came to again, bowever,
snd went to poor Estelle's funeral,
and planted flowers over her grave.
Apd Batsy Baker did not die at once.
a» she would in a play,though sbe left
the houses that day. But fortune-
telling had Do charms for BMisa Ash
RDY more. :

feafll te Care ¥ilecough.

M. Tatevossow states that he re- |

cently had a case in which he snecess-

' fully eombated diaphragmatiec spasm,

accompanied by cough or paroxysms,
by making the patlent take snof®
until sucexing sat in. Its action wis
immediate, the paroxysm ceased and
the continued nss of the suafl cassed
the diseass 1o disappear.
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