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HE break in the bank of the
Colorado river has assumed
such proportlons and ths
damage already done |0

considerable that it has become a4 mat-
ter of mnational concern. FPresident
Roosevelt has been especially interesi-
ed in the matter and has more
once expressed a willingness (o co-
operate with the California local au-
thorities in putting a Stop to the over-
flow. The Southern Pacific rzilroad,
which traverses & portion of the flood-
ed territory, 1s one of the chlef suf-
ferers from the break, and the presi-
dent has finally
to undertake the job of
the river Into its original channel,

The break., it seems. is In Mexican
territory. Before anything radical can
be done It will be necessary lo oblain
the consent of Mexico, and national co-
operation in the reclamation of
flonded district will require the au-
thorjzution of congress,

To comprehend the magnitude of the
business It will be necessary to make
a brief study of the Colorado river. It
§s really one of thie longest streams in
the world, having a length exclusive of
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HEN the writer landed in |
North Topeka, Kan, in
the summer of 1870, the |
first person to whom he |
spoke was Charles Curtis, who has
been elected recently to the United
States senate from Kansas, He wasn't
miuch of a personage In those days.
An undersized and very siender Ind of

ten, clad in an unbleached muslin shirt
and a palr of jenn trousers suspended
by & single homemade “gallus,” his
tawny skin showing through numerous
rents in his scants gurments, his legs
and feet bare, his long black halr un-
covered and his small eyes a-glitter—
such was
Sunflower State at that period of lite,

“1 want to go to Sliver Lake,” 1 =aid,
stepping up to him as he stood on the
platform as motionless as the Indian
1 recognized him to be I hardly ex-
pected him to -pc' ik, but he did with-
cul 2 moment’'s hesitation.

“Then why didn't you stay on the
car=?" he demanded in a shrill childish
treble.

“But I didn’t know 1 thought the

road stopped here” I stammered.

“lt goes on to Wamego now,” he ex-
plained laconically.

“When i= the next train?™

“Tomoarrow."”

it did not look promising. I proceed-
ed to make a few further inquirfes of
the boy, who was all the time regard-
fng me with a look of the most im-
perturbable gravity.

*“How =hall 1 manage it7" I asked.

“I reckon you'll have to go over to
the south side and put up at the Gor-
don House If you've got the nickel to
pay your bridge fare.,” he =aid. “If you
ain't, 1 reckon Cap Dowdell wi]l give 1t
to you. Cap k2eps yon saloon.”

“1'd rather get to Silver Lake,” I sald
helplessly.

The lad shrugged and made a slight
grimace. “If T wanted to get to Silver
Lake mighty bad [ know what I'd do—
I'd foot it. you bet. It's only twelve
miles. I've walked it many a time™

It was midday. very hot and the dust
in the roadway along the track was
black and almost fool deep. I shook
my head.

“I guess I'd rather hire zome one to
carry me out,” I sald. “Do you know
anybody who would like the jobT*

“Id ke It—mighty well” he de-
rlared, with an eager look In his glit-
tering eves, “H my grandfather'd onily
et me have the team. He wouldn't,
‘hough,”
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of more than 1,000 miles.
the union of Graen and

it branche
| It Is formed by
Grand rivers in the
of Utah, Afier it enters
runs for 300 miles through
which Is one of the most
natural objects in America.
canyon of the Colorado
nearly vertlcal limestone
3,000 to G000 feet In height. After it
emerges from this c¢anyon the river
runs southw®prd and forms the bound-
ary between Arizona and California,
finally enterigg the gulf of California
In Mexico. ™

The trouble began maore than fifteen
yvears ago, in the summer of 1891, The
earliest manifestation occurred at Sal-
ton, & station en the Southern Pacific,

s
Rocky mountains
Arizona It
a chasm
wonderfual
This great
conslsts  of
rock from

| about 100 miles from Yuma and 150
miles from Los Angeles, It 2 in a
| basin 250 feet below the sea level, and

there was originally a salt Iake in the
immediate vicinity., Salt works were
carried on, and a spur of the raiilroad
ran cut 1o them. There was always a
lttle water in the salt lake, but not
enough to fill the basin which held Iu
| One fine hot day in July the waler
began to rise. 1t Kept rising until the
| whole face of the countiry was covered
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and nothing but water and sky was
vizsible. The railroad company organ-
Ized a crew to explore the situation
and to find, If possible, the source of
the: new warter supply, - A doat was
launched on the lake, which had ex-
panded to a length of seventy miles
and a wiith of twelve.

At flrst there was great diversity of
opinion as to the origin of the flood.
One of the explorers picked up & smelt,

which is o salt water fish, and was
convinced thereby that the water was
| the result of a cloudburst. Some be-

{ Heved that the water ¢ame from the
| gulf of California through a subter-

raneAn passage opened by seismic|
agency. Others insisted, they knew |
not _why. that It came from the Colo-

rado rviver. The water was tested, and
it went about 18 per cent salt. The
water 'in the pool had averaged about
26 per cent while that of the ocean is
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sdetarmine | from submerging the entire I’mpﬂ‘lnl
fluld was | valley, which under irrigation-Has be-
vome one of the garden spots of the
world. Frequent breaks have eccur-
red, and great sums of money have

§ per cent, so they Qi
whether the newly’ir.r
g1lt or fresh.

These prlam;%s hm ﬂmﬂnued
several days. Finafly, ®t a point fifteen |
milea southeast of lton, the party been expended both by the
struck a current o mie in width and | forces and by the civil authorities in |
flowing like a mill race. That discov- [attempls to curb the onrushing Colo-
ery -, practically settled the question. | mdo, Sometimes these afforts have
The water must come from thy Colo- [suceegded for awhile, but In the enad
rado river, and the party returned and ! the torréat has resumed its unrullness,
made a report to that effect. This| The Southern Pacific has expended

theory was confirmed soon afterward  over $2,000,000 In six attempts to dam
by reportg received from the country ! the river, all of which have been in-
in the wicinity of the river to the ef-| effectual. It 18 now engaged on the

seventh trial.
At th2 present time not a drop of

fect that the stream had overflowed iis |
banks and filled many basing and the
new river which had been dug for ir- | water of the Colorado river reaches the
rigating purposes, 'zulf of California. The river bed is

Since then the engincers have hgd | perfectly dry below the great break
their hands full in keeping the ﬂuodl'.l"lle Salton sea, into which the river

railroa d |

hinas been pouring iis entire wolume for
I's!mrw—t two years, now covers Tabout

70 square miles of land and is 90 feet
’in depth in some places. Fully 8,000
persons are affected by the last inun-
dation. irrigation has been made
practically impossible In many places.
The present serlous condition, it is
siated, was caused by £fforts on the
part of the reclamation company Lo
lead part of the water of the Colorado
river Into the lmperial valley for Irrl-
gating purposes. In
the so called Alamo river channel were
dredged, and by a series of canals 100,-
000 mcres of land were frrigated and
made so fertile that 12,000
now engaged 4dn protitable
on it

In time the
channel became choked

farming

mouth of the diversion
with siit car-

1901 ten miles of |

persons are |

ried down by the swift Colorado. Then
the irrigation company excavated =
new channel, which was finished in
November, 1504. Originally this ditch
was fifty foet in, width, but a flood in
the river guickly widened and deepen-
od it, More watar flowed into the canal
than could be used. The surplus Now-
ed into the old Salton basin and even-
tually spread over the surrounding
country. Finally the entire. irrigated
district of the fertile Imperial valley
was threatened with overfiow and cons-
sequent ruin.

Some of the measures employed to
throw the river back in its proper
channel were very ingenious, but none
of them was entirely successful. First
an attempt was made by means of A
light jetty of piling and brush to form
a =and bar and thus divert the flow of
1he river. This proved to be a fallure,
Then the Southerm Pucific engineers
built a pile dam across the channel,
but at high water the brush mat foun-
dations were undermined. It was then
determined to throw a massive rock
and gravel dam across the channel.

This last operation was conducted
with great skill and attention to de-
tall. Branch rallronds were lald, and
1,100 piles, 2,200 cords of willows for
maottresses, forty miles of steel cable
and 70,000 tons of rock were assembled.
Half a milllon wyards of earth were
mude ready to be dumped into place,
and eight locomotives, an army of
mules and horses and more than 1,000°
laborera were employed. The dam
was advanced from both banks simul-
taneously. Long trains of gravel snd’
rock were drawn out over trestles and’
their contents dumped into 'the torrent,
Finally the passage was closed and the
river went back to {ts original bed
and once more flowed down to the gulf
of California.

But not for long., A month later a sud-
den rise In the river undermined the
poorly constructed levees south of the
former break, and the water resumed |is
course into the Salton sea, President
Roosevelt, however, {s convinced that
| the Southern Pacific company Is best
| prepared to undertake the finnl sub-
jugation of the Colorado and has in-
corporated his bellef in a message to
congress., Governor Pardee of Call-
fornia and Senator Flint have been
active in thelr appeals for immediate
actlon. and although the problem has
hecome an international one It is guits
likely to be =olved by Edward H. Har-

riman. SILAS O, WOODSON.

Charles Cuartis,

“Suppose we go and ask him,” I sug-

| gested, glad of any possible way out
of the diflculty.

| The Ind agteed, and we proceeded on
our way to consult his grandfather.

The Curtises lived in a blg brick house,

then in an un# state, on the
north bank of 2 river, only a
short distance from the great new iron
bridge which spanned that broad and
| very shallow stream. Old Mr. Curtis
and his wife recelved me with the

cordiality that s a feature of the west-
ern temperament and Insisted that 1
should remaln until the next day.
When I mentioned that -1 was expected
In Sliver Lakes on that very day to
close a land deal Mr. Curtis promised
| that if 1 would remain until after sup-
per he would see that I reached my
destination. At supper I was intro-
dured to the daughter, a good looking
bride of a few weeks, and her hus-
| band, Charlie La Tourette, who after-
| ward took me and my bag out to Sil-
ver Lake. At my special request the
little Indian lad was permitted to ac-
company us. [t did not occur to me
at the time that he belonged to the
family. He was in no way like any
other member of it that I met on that
occasion,

Later on I saw a good deal of the
boy. When I went to live in Topeka 1
found that the La Toureiies were my
next door neighbors. Their little In-
dian nephew visited them frequently,
and It was then that I learned his his-
tory from the lips of his Aunt Emma
(Mrs. La Tourette). Her brother,
Captain Jack Curtis, the ne'er-do-well
of the family, had married a well to
do Kaw half breed woman who was
both cultivated and beautiful. Her
husband had conducted himself so
shamefully that she dled of a broken
heart, leaving two children. Charlle
and a Ilttle girl, who was one of the
most attractive creatures [ have ever
known. Thers wi&s no suggestion of
Kaw origin in her appearance. She
was blue eyved. with regular features
and light brown hair that hung in long
curls,

Captain Jack Curtls was what was
known as “a holy terror” He was a
combination of “bad man' broncho
bunster and fire eater. He made short
work of his wife's estate and had suc-
ceeded in reducing his father to very |
straitened circumstances. He was a

| frightful handicap te hils famllr. es- |

pecially to his children, who were ac-
customed to hide themselves In fear

Kaw river. The grandparents weore old
and discouraged and could do little for
{ the children. The La Tourettes even-
tunlly took charge of the girl, Eliza-
beth. and Charlie was left to look out
for himself.
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CHARLES CURTIS, SENalOR FROM KANSAS,

and trembling whenever he made his
infrequent visiis to the house on the

That Is precisely what he did. Letl fessional, daredevil little rider of any
to his own resources, he proceeded tol half broken specimen of horseflesh
grow up with the country. At that! whose owner was anxious to exploit
time the capital had a scant 5000 for all he was worth. That the small
population, but it was growing rapldly son of Captaln Jack
and there was abundant opportunity success of thiz avocation is true only
to distinguish oneself. in & very limited sen=e. He could ride

He began as & Jockey—a nonpro- ahsotut.eb' anything in the shape of’

i :

Curtis made al

horseflesh.
that nothing c¢ould dislodge. He was
entirely without fear and In the mad
excitement of a finish would take the
most thrilling risks. [ saw him ride
several races at the state falr grounds
in Topeka, and for abandon I have
never zince =esn his equal.

Only once in his caresr ns a jockey
did Curtis mest with disaster. It was
al Kansax City In the days of the old
Interstate Falr association, The horse
which the boy
reputation, and he was warned re-
peatedly as He entersed the ring to look
nut for himself. This particular horse,
I it seems, slways bolted at a certain
point of the track. For that reason he
had always been
jockey, a man who understood his pe-
culiarities and sgoverned himself ac-
cordingly. Off at the signal, the dark
skinned lad and his cutlaw mount took
the advance and held it until the holt-
ing place was reached, At that fatal
spot the beast assumed his usual tac-
tics and a fearful struggle ensuoed.
Finally boy and horss went in a con-
fused heap against a high board fence,
and the spectators shut thelr eyes and
shuddered,
lttle Jockey was picked up sensciess
and covered with blood and dirt. He
bears the marks of that contretemps
to the present day.

He wa=s a hustler. There was not a
suggestion of the traditional Indlan
| aversfon to labor in his makeup. His
{unfaltering and almost perpetual in-
! dustry Is a tremendous blow to the so-
called law of heredity. His remark-
able abstinence from and even aver-
slon for the vices that have brought
riuin to hisg race gre quite as wonderful
under the circumstances. His environ-
ment was not conducive to the Incul-
cation of a temperate disposition, yet
he never manifested the slightest in-
clination to swerve from the path he
must have lald out for himself when
he was very young. He seemeéed to be
proof against the demoralization of
frontier life and immune from the com-

mon temptations of unrestrained
vouth.

How did he do 1t?7 XNobody kn §rs—
| nobody but himsell. It Is still 'and

| ever will be a mystery to those who
remember the dissolute life of his fa-
ther, the helplessness of his aged
grandparents, the almost Impenetrable
murkiness of his environment. Lo Tour-
¢tte, the handsome young Indianian

When the dust faded the|

to the sides of a mount with a tenacity |

was to ride had a bad|

| ing the summer season and

ridden by the same

New Senator From Sunflower State

Hls tiny bare legs clung | who married hi=s amiable Aunt Emma,

became proprietor of a notorious drink-
ing and gambling resort known as the
Wallapus and met with moral and
financinl shipwreck. This boy whosa
Indian blood was so evident and his
lovely sister who showed no trace of it
were thrown on their cwn resources,
They met the lsstie with the Jdivine
courage of ambitlous youth send came
forth trgp inhantiy.

Eut not without a struggle, at firsg
for very existence. Young Curiis
turned his hand to anvthing that of-
fered. For years he rode at races dur-
peddled
newspapers and froit at the station
during the winter. Filnally he was of-
fered a chance to drive a hack on
shares. It was a cheerleas makeshife,
but he made the best of it, It gave him

lelsure to study, which was the ono
thing he craved. He had made up hiw
mind to acquire an education, and

nothing ¢ould awerve him from the de-
termination.

By the time young Curtis had reach-
edl the age of sixteen he had qualified
himself to begin the study of the law.
Two monthe later he was trying cases
in the justices' courts and in two
yvears he was admitted to the bar. In
1884 he was sent as a delegate to a
political convention, and the sume year
was elscted county attorney of Shaw-
nee county. He served two terms in
this office and made a record. Although
he had been elected on the antiprohi-
bitlon ticket he closed every one of the
elghty-five saloons in Topeka and kept
them closed four years. During his
official career he prosecuted and con-
victed & bundred saloon Kkeepers and
never lost a whisky cuse. Twalve
years after his admission to the bar he
was sant to congress and has been In
Was=hington ever since, having been a
member of the Jower house for four-
teen years.

Curlis’ career in congress has been
that of a busy man, o man of deseds
He Is remarkably loyal to his state and
has accomplished much for the In-
dians. His political enemlies—he has
hosts of them—declare that he has
made friends of the mammon of un-
righteousness in the form of railroad
corporations and the trusts. Howaver
that may be, he will ever remain to
those who have known him from the
heginning the most remarkable ex-
ample of the self made man now living
on the great round earth.

JAMES E. SAFFORD. _




