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Waters Pierce Company

Effective Jan. 15 Unless It Be-- ',

comes Independent.

Papers Did Not Reach Warden
Till This Morning.

Action of the Execntiye Was Not
Unexpected.

TEX TEARS IN PRISON.

Convicted Day Before Christmas
in Year 1898.

Atrocious Murder of Father;
J. S. Collins, the Crime.

Lansing, Kan., Dec. 23. John Hen-ry Collins, the university student, par-
doned yesterday by Governor Hoch
from the state penitentiary where he

of His Father and Who Has Been
Serving Ten Years in Prison.

said Collins with a laugh.
John made a good clerk and could be

depended on," said Deputy Warden
Dobson who was in the room.

"John did my type writing. I'll miss
him to be free."

Never Lost a Day.
"I owe much to you, deputy." said

Collins. "You have always treated me
right. Those who behave are especially
well treated here. I have never been
sick and never lost a day's work while
confined here. I was convicted on thetestimony of two negroes, but I don'tcare to talk about my case," was Col-
lins' reply when questioned on this line.

"Have you been measured for a suit?"he was asked.
Imo, it came as a pleasant surprise.

I'll not wait for the making of a new
suit. I can be fitted out with some kind

a suit tomorrow.
Collins occupied his regular cell lastnight. It is the one he had for nearly

ten years. It is neatly trimmed. Alarge picture of his father hangs in the
cell over the door. The face of his
father was constantly before him. The

was serving a life sentence for the Manspeaker, J. D. Norton, Geo. M.
murder of his father a wealthy To- - NobIe, T. B. Sweet, M. Snattinger, D.

tPueUoarthisemore,mn- - SS.Iw.W. Connors. Warren M. Crosby.
ine pardon was read to Colling in Senator Chas. Curtis, Mrs. Margaret

the warden's office at 10 o'clock. The Hni McCarter, and many others equal-ceremo- ny

was brief and after it was ly Prominent, while scores of others
have filed letters expressing great doubtover thanks .io m

nVu thJi L I, P as to hls suilt and urging executive
surrounded him and soon clemency, including such well known

officers and others do not believe thatprom letters and the evidence of two
Collins could have kept that picture up
before him for ten long years had he
murdered his father.

"I brought my father's picture with
me and kept it all these years and will
take it along when I go," said Collins j cause of his small allowance, the bur-la- st

night. He referred to his father den of the evidence was such that
with pride ana certainly does not want j young Collins was convicted on thisforget him. Collins was brought to i chain of strong circumstantial evi-th- e

penitentiary March 27, 1899. He has dence.

Her Only Comment When Told Col-

lins Had Been Pardoned.
Lawrence. Dec 23. When told that

John Collins, now serving a term in
the state penitentiary at Lansing had
been pardoned by Governor Hoch,
last night, Miss Frances Babcock said:

"Oh, is that soy l am very glad
to hear It." She refused to make any
further comment upon the case. Miss
Babcock was reported engaged to
John Collins at the time of the mur-
der. She testified at the trial for the
state. Miss Babcock said Collins had
told her wild stories about his
father's life being threatened by
negroes. One of John1 Collins first
acts after he learned of his father's
murder was to telegraph from To-
peka whence he had accompanied his
father theVnfght of the murder. The
message, together with Collins' letter
to three negroes who testified at the
trial, was one of the state's strongest
cards. The message read, "Father is
dead, tell nothing."

Collins was one of the most popu-
lar men attending the Kansas uni-
versity. He was a member of the
most exclusive fraternities and spent
money freely.

STORY OF THE MURDER.
J. S. Collins KUIed In Home at Topeka

Friday, May 13, 1S98.
J. S. Collins was killed in Topeka

Friday, May 13, 1898. John Collins,
his son, was arrested the day of the
fnnpral ttis rreliminarv wn.3 held
June 25 and he was convicted of the

. rrim in the Shawnee district court th
following December. He was sen-
tenced March 27, 1899, to serve a life
term in the penitentiary for murder in
the first degree.

Mr. Collins carried $28,000 in life
and accident insurance of which $13,- -
000 was payable to John and Grace.

negroes whom it was alleged that he
had tried to hire to kill his father and
from the fact that he had a sweet-
heart at Lawrence whom he was
anxious to marry but could not be

The following is the story of the
Collins murder taken from the State
Journal of May 13, 1898:

Used a Shotgun.
"J. S. Collins, the well - known real

estate man, was killed at 5 o'clock this
morning by an unknown person. The
weapon use, waj a shotgun belonging
to Mr. Collins and two shots were
fired in rapid succession. The first
shot struck Mr. Collins In the left
shoulder and the second struck the
right hip. Mrs. Collins was slightly
wounded in the back.

"The wounds indicate that the shots
were fired at close range for in both
cases the entire charge tore its way
into the body. Either would have
produced death.

"The miscreant who did the mur-
derous work stood near the foot of the
bed and the first shot was fired as Mr.
Collins rose up in bed. The second
shot was fired evidently after he fell.
When found he was lying across the
bed and the mattress was blood
soaked.

"Mr. and Mrs. Collins were sleep-
ing in the south sitting room down-
stairs in a folding bed. Adjacent to
the room on the west was a large
closet in which Mr. Collins kept his
shotgun and loaded shells. Mrs. Col-
lins says that the gun was never left
loaded.

"Mrs. Collins was awakened by the
roar of the gun. The two shots came
in such quick succession that she
could not distinguish between them.

" 'Helen, Helen,' cried Mr. Collins,
'I am shot in the back. Get the cam-
phor, Helen, quick and rub it on my
back.

"Mrs. Collins bent over the prostrate
form of her husband and saw the
blood gushing from the wound in the
shoulder.

"She ran to the head of the stairs
and called John Collins, the son, who
was sleeping in the northeast room.

" "Some one has shot your father,
come down at once," said Mrs. Collins.

"John sprang from his bed and ran
downstairs. He was followed by Miss
Grace Collins, the daughter, who slept
over the parlor.

"When John Collins ran Into the
room where his father was stretched
out on the bed he was still breathing
but unconscious.

"Both the daughter and son ran
across the street and aroused neigh-
bors who telephoned for Dr. Tefft, and
John Collins returned to his father's
bedside in tlxne to see him expire.

"The shotgun was1 found in the
front hall with two empty shells in the
chambers but the front door was not
open, showing that whoever killed Mr.
Collins did not leave that way. The
folding doors' between the parlor and
sitting room in which Mr. and Mrs.
Collins were sleeping were slightly
ajar, enough fo as to admit the pass-
age of the body of a man.

"So far as is known not a window or
door In the house was found open after
the shooting. A north dining room
window which is in the room directly
north of that in which Mr. Collins was
murdered was not fastened and one
upstairs window was unfastened but
neither were open.

"The whole affair is shrouded in the
deepest mystery and Chief of Police
Steele and Sheriff Cook are, greatiy
puzzled.

3Irs. Collins' Story.
"Mrs. Collins told her story to a

State Journal reporter a short time
after the shooting. She said: "I was
sleeping soundly when I was awaken-
ed by a terrible crash. I jumped up
and Mr. Collins said, 'Helen, I am shot
in the back.'

" 'Are you much hurt Jim?' I asked.
" 'Yes,' said he, "go and get the cam-

phor and rub my back, I am badly
hurt.'

" 'I ran to the foot of the stairs and
called John and Grace. They both came
down stairs and ran for help. When I
went back into the room, Mr. Collins
could not talk. '

" 'It was not a burglar, of that I am
sure. Mr. Collins' trousers with $6 in
silver in the pockets and his gold watch
on the dresser were not touched. I have
not the least idea who did the terrible
deed. Mr. Collins did not have an en-
emy in the world.'

(Continued on Page Eight)

Nine Months for Mitchell and
Six for Morrison.

Held Guilty of Violating Order
of the Court.

Washington, Dec. 28. The famouscontempt case of the Buck Stove &
Range company against President
Gompers, Vice President Mitchell and
Secretary Morrison of the AmericanFederation of Labor was decided to-
day by Justice Wright of the supreme
court of the District of Columbia, ad-
versely to the Federation officials.Gompers was sentenced to twelvemonths imprisonment.

Mitchell was sentenced to ninemonths and Morrison to six months.The case grew out of ,the allegedboycott of the company's products andthe putting of that company on theunfair list, and the federation's allegedviolation of Judge Gould's recent
mandamus.

The Bucks company's prosecution ofthe officials of the federation began InAugust, 1907. The original action wasa test case, wherein it wa snurht i -

' enJln the labor unions from using the
I "unfair" and "we don't patronize" listsn their flirVit i ijl.i i

( uals. Justice Gould, of the supreme
j court of the District of Columbia, issuedan injunction which later was madepermanent, forbidding the publication
of the company's name in these lists.President Gompers, In an editorial In,

; the Federationlst of January last
made known his Intention not to obey

j the court's order, contending that theinjunction issued was in derogation of
I the rights of labor and an abuse of theinjunctive power of the courts. Gomp-
ers, Mitchell and morrlson subsequently
were cited for contempt and this phase
of the case has been before the court
for many months, the proceedings tak-
ing the form of a hearing of testimony
before an examiner and many argu-
ments.

Judge Wright's decision was a
scathing denunciation of the defend-
ants. He recited the conditionsantedating the injunction and referred
to the fact that for 25 years the
Bucks plant had operated as a 10 hour
shop, and always had maintained an
"open shop." He also spoke of the
numerical strength of the American
Federation of Labor with its two mil-
lion members and of its repeated en-
dorsement of the boycott of the
Bucks Stove and Range company,
through the American Federationist.
the federation's official organization,
speeches by the defendants, letters,
circulars, etc. The court referred to
the use of the "We don't patronize"
list and "unfair" list of the labor
organization and said that members of
labor unions were forced and coerced
into supporting it "whether in-
dividually willing or unwilling, ap-
proving or disapproving" by various
methods. The court read extracts
from numbers of resolution of labor
organizations bearing on the Bucks
case as tending to support the meth-
ods of influencing members of unions
"and these methods" the court re-
marked, "seem to be known as 'per-
suasion.' "

The customers of the stove com-
pany, the court said, had been in-
timidated, browbeaten and coerced
out of their business relations with
the complaint "by direct Interference
with and boycott of their (the cus-
tomers) trade relations with their
own customers and the public gen-
erally." Following an exhaustive
discussion of conspiracies In restraint
of trade, Justice Wright said:

The Court's Conclusion.
"From the foregoing it ought to)

seem apparent to thoughtful men that
the defendants to the bill, each and
all of them, have combined together
for the purpose,

"1. Bringing about the breach of
plaintiff's existing contracts with
others.

"2 Depriving plaintiff of property,
the value of the good will of its busi-
ness, without due process of law.

"3 Restraining trade among the
several states.

"4 Restraining commerce among;
the several states."

The ultimate purpose of the de-
fendants, the court said in this con-
nection was unlawful, their concerted
project an offense against the law
and, It added, they were guilty of
crime.

Coming to the question of the viola-
tion of the court's Injunction Justice
Wright said:

"That Gompers and others had In
advance of the Injunction deter-
mined to violate it if issued and had
in advance of the Injunction coun-
selled all members of labor unions
and the American Federation of
Labor and the public generally to
violate it In case It should be issued,
appears from the following, which
references point out also the general
plan and mutual understanding of the
organizations and their various mem-
bers."

The court here read a mass of ex-

tracts from the reports of proceed-
ings of conventions of the federation,
representatives of President Gompers,
editorials from the columns of the
American Federationlst and the labor
press generally In support of his state-
ment that there was a

to violate.
Later Action of Defendants.

Discussing the actions of the de-
fendants since the Issuance of the in-
junction. Justice Wright said:

"Having in mind what may be in
the foregoing delineation which Indi-
cates that either of the three respon-
dents did before the issuance of the
injunction deliberately determine to
willfully violate it and did counsel
others to do the same, let me now
turn to their eayings and doings since
the decision of Mr. Justice Gould was
formally announced, and the order of
injunction Itself put into technical op-
eration by giving of the injunction
bond. On December 17, 1907, the
opinion of the court was filed in the
case: the order of Injunction was en-

tered on December 18; the giving of
(Continued on Page Eight.)

Wants to Select 12 In Chicago
for Experiment.

Can Make Musicians, Artists or
Inyentors of Them.

Chicago, Dec. 23. Dr. L. E. Lan-don- e,

president of, a Los- Angeles Insti-
tute and chairman of the new inter-
national educational committee, Is in
Chicago to select twleve children to
be brought up under a new method
under which, he says. It is possible to
make a child anything a guardian
wishes good, bad or indifferent.
sweet tempered or quarrelsome tf it
only is placed In the proper environ-
ment and surrounded with the neces-
sary equipment to develop the de-
sired qualities.

Dr. Landone states that his own
method is unlimited and that the age
of the child and Its previous environ-
ment and training offer no interfer-
ence.

I have taken children of a most
vicious type," says he, "and placed
them in an atmosphere of fm.n,eiiieni,
surrounded by cultured children, and
kept them in constant contact with
these conditions. In some cases the
evolution took a long time, but in the
end it was invariably successful.

"Some of my greatest successes have
been in developing the quality of cour- -
age in children by constantly bring--
ing them into contact with little things
that tend to bring out this trait. I can
also take a child and develop an in- -
ventive, a musical, or an artistic qual-
ity."

Dr. Landone's methods make abso-
lutely no provision for lecturing, scold-
ing and punishing, as, in his opinion,
these have been tried "since the be-
ginning of the world," with little or no
success.

"One of the most needed qualities in
this day and age is the quality of

says Dr. Landone, "and it
is my ambition to make this the pre-
dominating trait to be developed In
my coming experiments."

ALL WANTlTFT.

Thirty Cities In Texas Invite Him to
Come and He Will Go.

Augusta, Ga., Dec. 23. President-
elect W. H. Taft has decided to visit
the state of Texas at some convenient
time after his inauguration preferably
at the end of the special session of
congress which he is to call to revise
the tariff. While his itinerary for the
visit has not been arranged he will
make the city of Dallas one of the
principal points of the trip.

Thirty cities and towns of the lone
star state united in a request for his
presence at any time he should choose
to come. The Invitation expressed a
keen desire on the part of the com-
mercial bodies of the places in ques-
tion to make the personal acquain-
tance of Mr. Taft and promised him
a cordial welcome and courteous
treatment. It also cfcvelt upon the ad-
vantage which would result both to
the state and to himself through such
a visit.

MISTOOK SIGNALS.

Causes Wreck and Injury of Five
Persons.

Chaffee, Mo., Dec. 23. A local pas-
senger train on the Chicago & Eastern
Illinois railway collided with a freight
train here at 10:30 o'clock last night
and five persons were Injured. The
injured:

Clark Demlng, Lowwasle, Mo., back
broken.

J. S. Springer, conductor, Chaffee,
Mo., bead bruised.

Seward Carroll, Caneyville, Ky., leg
broken.

C. E. Sanders, Garwood, Mo.,
bruised.

Charles R. Hardin, Edna, O.,
burned serious.

The accident Is believed to have
been due to a confusion of signals.

Chaffee is 144 miles south of St.
Louis.

Weather Is Cooler.
The weather today is cooler and the

prospects of a fine Christmas day are
beginning to vanish. Today Is quite
cloudy and the clouds threaten rain or
snow. A change of colder weather Is
predicted by the weather bureau and
the elements today seem to incline to-

wards this prediction. The wind today
is 15 miles an hour from the southwest.
The following are the temperatures for
today:
7 o'clock 38 11 o'clock.... .....44
8 o'clock 40 12 O'clock 47
9 o'clock 40 1 o'clock.... ....51

10 o'clock 42 2 o'clock 55

Two Cars of Mall Burned.
Omaha, Neb.; Dec. 23. The Union

Pacific today brought in the wrater
soaked remains of two cars of mail
burned west of Cheyenne, one on Sat-
urday and the other Monday last. They
were what are known as "storage"
cars, filled with paper mall and bulky,
unregistered Christmas packages, there
being no clerks with them. It is not
known how the fire started.

Special.
A very suitable present for the man

who likes a smoke. Gt him a box of
Rose Tint or Silver Staxue cigars from
$1.00 up. We can send a box of cigars
to anv place in the United States by
express for 15c. The largest line of
Meerschaum ana rsnar pipes ever
shown in Topeka. CHAS S. EAGLE.

Weather Indications.
Chicago, Dec. 23. Forecast for

Kansas: Partly cloudy tonight and
Thursday.

Jefferson City, Mo., Dec. 23. The
supreme court of Missouri handed
down a decision this morning ousting
the Standard Oil company of Indiana
and the Republic Oil company from
the state, forbidding them ever again
to do business in Missouri and dissolv-
ing the Waters-Pierc- e Oil company
of St. Louis.

In addition each of the companies
is fined $50,000. The order dissolving
the Waters-Pierc- e Oil company will
become effective January 15, unless
the company on or before that date
furnishes to the supreme court satis-
factory evidence that it intends to op-
erate as an independent concern.

The court finds that the companies
conspired:

One To regulate and fix prices to
retail dealers.

Two To control and limit the trade
in the refined products of petroleum.

Three To control and limit andprevent competition in the buying and
selling of these products.

Four To deceive and mislead the
public into the belief that they were
separate and distinct corporations pur-
suing independently their business as
legitimate competitors. The .suit to
oust the three companies was insti
tuted by Attorney General Hadley in
1905 and the evidence taken by a
special commissioner in St. Louis and
ISew York haa been before the state
supreme court for more than a year.

The opinion was written by Judge
Woodson. All seven judges concur,
and Judges Graves and Lamb wrote
separate concurring opinions.

Should Bo Fined a Million.
Judge Lamb concurring as to the

action against the Standard and Re
public companies, adds that In his be--
jife the Waters-Pierc- e Oil company
should be fined $1,000,000 instead of
$50,000. Judge Graves in his opinion
thinks the Waters-Pierc- e company
should not be dissolved. He said that
the evidence showed that H. Clay
Pierce who owns 40 per cent of the
capital stock of the company did all in
his power to prevent it from going
Into the trust, even losing his position
as president of the company on that
account.

The minority stockholders. Judge
Graves says, could not help themselves
and they should be protected.

While Judge Graves urged a geater
punishment for the Standard of In-
diana and the Republic of Ohio, yet it
was due to his influence that the
Waters-Pierc- e Oil company was not
absolutely ousted from Missouri.

The opinion of Judge Woodson,
which was concurred in by the- - other
judges, states that the record shows
that the Standard Oil company has
been guilty of unlawful means in- - the
formation of a trust to control the
output of oil and the prices at which
it is sold to dealers.

Individual investments have been
blighted by the power of the trust and
small independent refiners and others
have been forced to enter the service
of the company as hewers of wood and
drawers of water.

In concluding his report, which
covers 400 typewritten pages. Judge
Woodson says that the action in giving
the Waters Pierce Oil company time
in which to sever its connections with
the trust is. taken to protect the
minority stockholders. The evidence,
he says, discloses that the majority in-

terests In the company were owned
by the New Jersey company and that
these interests displaced H. Clay
Pierce, the president of the Waters
Pierce company because of his per-
sistent effort to conduct the affairs of
the company independent of the
Standard of New Jersey and the
Standard of Indiana.

The punishment, he says should be
severe enough to meet the crime com-
mitted against the state but the good
faith of the minority stockholders
should be recognized.

SNOW FOR CHRISTMAS.

It Is Accompanied by Serious Hard-
ships for New York's Poor.

New York, Dec. 23. Snow on the
ground for Christmas hailed Joyfully
by the well-to-d- o, with the first fall of
flakes last evening has nevertheless
emphasized a hardship which it brings
to the poor. As the flakes drifted and
the wind howled last night and early
today men and women with babes in
their arms applied for shelter at the
municipal lodging house. Several de-
clared that they had been dispossessed,
being unable to pay their rent.

At the charities department in the
Pier building, at the foot of East
Twenty-sixt- h street more than a hun-
dred men found shelter. Scores of
pedestrians and shoppers sustained
minor injuries by falling on slippery
pavements or being struck by vehicles
while blinded by snow.

NO MONEY IN IT.

Registered Mail Package Stolen at
Kansas City."

Kansas City, Dec. 23. A mall
pouch containing sixty pounds of reg-
istered packages consigned to eastern
points, was stolen from the baggage
room of the 22nd street and Grand
avenue depot of the Belt line railway
last night. Although the postoffice
authorities refuse to make any state-
ment as to the contents of the pouch,
it is believed to have contained many
valuable packages.

There was no money In it. The
pouch was made up in the Kansas
City postoffice.

John Collins, Convicted of the Murder
Pardoned by Governor Hoch, After

which is shared, as letters on file in
this office will show, by such old and
influential citizens, who were familiar
with all the circumstances of the case.
as, E. H. Crosby, J. K. Codding, A. K.
Rodgers. John P. Rogers, Chas. K. Hol-lida- y,

W. A. L. Thompson, Ralph F.
moore, L.. M. Penwell. Geo. W. urane,
J. G. Waters, Thos. F. Doran, Dr. W.
A. McCarter, H. G. Larimer, W. W.

people as P. I. Bonebrake, J. M. Jjoney, ofDr. L. Y. Grubbs. Prof. Erasmus
Haworth, Prof. W. H. Carruth, Eugene
Hagan, Bishop Millspaugh, Dean Kaye,
Geo. Lerrigo, John E. Lord. W. S.

Dr. J. C. McClintock, J. D.
McFarland, W. W. Macferran. A. B.

i amnion, a. r. .rtiaaie, u. a. v nieiiuuoi
'A. D. Walker, and many others. Sheriff
J. M. Wilkerson, perfectly familiar with
all the details of the case and himself
a professional detective, believes thor-
oughly in the innocence of John Collins.

"Carr W. Taylor has made an exhaustive
examination of all the evidence of yie
case and filed an elaborate document in
this office in support of his contention
that John Collins is innocent. to
on file in this office, lays great stress upon
the fact that John Collins "was denied
an opportunity to appeal his case to the
supreme court, without any fault upon his
part, or upon the part of those acting for
him." "He has. therefore," says Mr.
Overmver. "been denied justice. He has
been deprived substantially of his liberty
without due process of law, or the equal
protection of the law. These are the two
most sacred guaranties of the constitu
tion." And upon this ground Mr. Over-
mver stronelv ursred the oardon of John
Collins. This view of the case is also
emDhasized by many other prominent law- -
yers. including the late R. B. Welch. J. K.

McClintocR. T. b. JJOran,Harry Larimer, Arthur M. Jackson. Clad'
Hamilton. J. D. McFarland and others.

All of John Collins relatives have re- - of
mained loval and true to him through all
these years and have continually asserted
their belief in his innocence. He has
made a model prisoner and has the respect
and confidence cf all the officers of the
institution."

JOHN COLLIXS XOT SURPRISED.
Received News 'of Pardon Quietly

Has Excellent Prison Record.
Leavenworth, Kan.. Dec. 23. In his

characteristically quiet, almost apathe-
tic manner, John Collins received the
information of the pardon granted by
Governor Hoch. He accepted the news
cheerfully, but with reserve, maintain-
ed by little apparent effort at self con-
trol. .

-

Collins was in his cell house when
Deputy Warden Dobson, met him last
evening with the tidings that after tenyears in the prison he was to regain
his liberty.

"John, are you prepared to hear
good news?" asked the official, who
without waiting for a reply hastenedtn tell ln nf hi. onnH tnr
tune

"T am surely glad to hear it," said
Collins, shaking the hand of the dep-
uty warden.

"I had rather thought that the gov-
ernor

We
would do something, but I had

not received any information in re-
gard to action in the matter," said the
prisoner. "My sister and mother are to
responsible to a great extent for ef-
forts to secure my pardon." He

As soon as the guards turned in
their division and "all right" bell was led
sounded over 40 of them called on in
Collins and congratulated him. All of
told him they believed that he was in-
nocent and wished him well.

"I am feeling fine." said Collins. or
"This makes a big difference from

the Christmas ten years ago. I was
in jail nine months and had a trial
the day before Christmas. Now this
Christmas it is a pardon and free-
dom." her

"Did you expect a pardon?" Collins
wan asked.

"I had hoped the governor would
do something for me. I did not know
what it might he and felt that I might
have to stay another year. the

"When the governor was here two
years ago he was in the cell house and "I
talked with me about my case. When
he visited here the. second time a
couple of months ago he spoke to me
again in the cell house, but my case
was not mentioned. Of course I feel
deeply grateful to Governor Hoch."

When asked about those working to
secure freedom for him Collins said:

Credit to Mother and Sister.
"My mother and sister worked con-

stantly for me. My sister is young and
active and most of the work fell on her.
They worked constantly for me. My
sister sent out over 200 letters at one
time to prominent people In Kansas and
all but six or eight replied that they
thought I was innocent and should be
set free. Bishop Millspaugh visited me
here twice and encouraged me. Captain
Joseph Waters and his son and Carr as
Taylor aided me. I had no lawyers
who worked for a fee of any kind. The
lawyers who aided did it of their own
free accord. in

"I have no plans for the future. I will
trv to get something legitimate to do.
Will go to Topeka the first thing where
I know some will be giad to see me." had

When asked about his prison work for
Collins replied: "The first two years I fact
worked in the printing office, set type, our
kicked the press and the like. The last
eight years I have been a cell-hou- se but
clerk. The duties of a cell-hou- se e'erk one
are about the same as a hotel clerk."

10 nis ceil to collect his per- -
sonal belongings. Shortly before noon.
In company with Grant Meade, hisstepbrother, Collins departed for To-pek- a,

hla former home.
A party of friends were on hand to

greet him and with them a number ofnewspaper reporters. Collins shrank
from the newspaper men, saying he
wished to avoid all the notoriety pos-
sible.

The reporters wished to accompany
Collins to Topeka, but he requested
tnat tney should not do so. Collins
and Meade planned to go to KansasTty lirst, and from there to Topeka.
The departure from here was timedfor 11 o'clock.

"I'm going home," said he this morn-
ing. "What I'll do after I reach thereI have not yet decided."

Announces Collins' Pardon.
Governor Hoch announced the par-

don of John Collins, who has been con-
fined In the state's Prison at Lanainj
tor the past ten years for the murder ,

of his father, J. S. Collins, in Topeka
May 13, 1898, late Tuesday afternoon. t

It has been expected for some time
that the Collins pardon would be forthcoming from the governor's office. Miss
Grace Collins, the young man's sister,
has been at work for years securing
evidence that would move the gov-
ernor's heart to clemency. She had on
file in the executive's office a large
number of letters, papers and petitions
from persons all over Kansas. These
and the governor's well known sym-
pathy carried the day and the pardon
came in the nature of a Christmas gift
for the man serving a life sentence in
prison.

GOVERNOR HOCHS STATEMENT.
Explains Why He Granted John Col-

lins a Pardon.
Governor E. W. Hoch, gave out he

follownig statement concerning hispardon of John Collins:
"The John Collins case is one of themost remcrkable in ani;il of Kmviscriminology. Perhays n-- i criminal case

In the history of the state has attractedmore attention, or provoked more com-
ment. The case has many peculiar
features. The conviction was effectedwun the aid of the sensational testimony Of SOme Of the m08t disreDlltahle
.ncw utici s vv mi ever gave eviaence in acourt of justice, but whose testimony
seemed to be corroborated by much cir-
cumstantial evidence, which, however,
looses force the more it is analyzed.
Very questionable detective methods in
the Interest of insurance companies fig-
ure conspicuously In the case. Othermatters not submitted to the jury, but
known to me and to others, com
plicate ine same, jonn coinns Is per- -
naps tne only prisoner in our peniten
tiary who never was accorded the right
of every convicted man the right to a
review of his case by the supreme courtand this from no fault of his or his
counsel, Dut a rault of a technical pro-
vision of the law at that time, whichwas changed by the next legislature asa result of this revelation of its injus-
tice.

"During the trial of John Collins, 1
read at my home in Marlon every scrapor evidence and comment concerning
xne case puDiisnea in the Topeka news-papers, and nearly every day discussed
with lawyers and other gentlemen thecase as it was thus reported. Opinions
of my fellow citizens at that time, all
In possession of the same information,
differed greatly as to John Collins' guilt
or innocence. As to myself, I came out
of all that reading and daily discussion
with grave doubt as to his guilt. All
this was, of course, long before I ever
expected to sustain any official relation
to the case. For four years I have con-
sidered the case from every angle. I
have gone patiently through thevoluminous documents on file in thisoffice; I have listened to countless per-
sons and heard their conflicting views
and various theories; I have investi-gated every phase of the case, and my
original doubt as to John Collins" guilt
has constantly grown until it has
passed into an absolute belief of his in-
nocence. Here In Topeka, where thefamily and all the facts of the trialwere well known, scores of people quite
as competent jurors as the twelve men
who sat in the case believe in his in-
nocence, while scores of others in pos-
session of the same facts believe him
guilty. Surely, in a case of such wide
publicity and of such general interest,
and with such divergence of views, the
guilt of this young man cannot be cer-
tain and conclusive, and at the end of
the ten long years, during which he
and every member of his family have
contended that he is Innocent, he
should, I think, have the benefit of the
doubt and as one of my last official
acts I not only give him the benefit of
this very prevalent doubt, but I also
give him the benefit of my own per-
sonal belief In his innocence, a belief

never broken the rules and has a clear
record. He is the leader of the peni-
tentiary band. Collins was strict in his
discipline with band members and if a
prisoner did not behave or act right he
would not keep him in the organiza-
tion. In addition to other duties he was
one of the prison school teachers. Col
lins wanted to avoid notoriety but at
the same time to be pleasant and an
swer the questions of reporters.

What Jewett Says,
E. B. Jewett, former warden of the

nenitentiarv i in TnnVa tnHo,, aA in' 'reply to an inquiry about the pardon
John Collins said:

"Of course I was very much interest-
ed in the news, the institution having
been under my charge as warden dur-
ing a part of the time Collins was
there. He was a model prisoner, but
there are many model prisoners. I said
last night when I heard the news in
Lawrence that there are many other
prisoners as deserving of a pardon as
Collins. This can almost always be
said following any pardon. I said this
before I knew on just what grounds
the governor had issued the pardon. I
learn today that it was because he be-
lieves Collins innocent. Of course an
innocent man ought not to be In the
penitentiary. I have no criticism to
offer. I appreciate the position of the
governor and the officers of the institu-
tion because I was an officer and am
familiar with the constant pressure
that is brought to bear to secure the
freedom of those In prison. It is al-

most a daily procession of weeping wo-
men and imploring wives and sisters.

"The officers of a prison see the pris-
oner apart from his crime and from the
circumstances surrounding it. They see
him as he appears under them. Collins
was an intelligent prisoner, a man of
education capable of doing many things
that the ordinary prisoner cannot do.

did not put him in the coal mine,
because he was capable of doing some-
thing more than manual labor. His
qualifications made him a valuable man

the penitentiary. He had clerical
ability, which saved the state money.

was methodical, wrote a good hand
and was accurate in what he did. He

the band and kept good discipline
the band The officers and guards
the prison are doubtless glad that

Collins is free. He has conducted him-
self before them in a manner to more

less attach himself to their good
wishes. The character of certain wit-- r

esses in the Collins case was bad; but
that is not unusual.

"Grace Collins is a happy young wo-
man. I would not say anything to mar

happiness."
Hayden Is Pleased.

Charles Hayden of Holton is in To
peka today. He was one of the vs

who defended John Collins.
"I "am naturally greatly pleased at

pardon of John Collins," said
Hayden and he smiled expansively.

have never believed the young
man guilty and do not now. His con-
duct since he has been in prison has
been such as to give me further con-
fidence in his innocence. I am glad
that he is free at last and believe
Governor Hoch has done an act which
will reflect credit upon himself."
EXPECT JOHX HOME TONIGHT.

Mrs. Collins Says This Will Be a
Happy Christmas.

"Governor Hoch is a grand good
man." was the statement made Lo a
State Journal reporter this morning by
Mrs. J. S. Collins, the stepmother of
John Henry Collins, when seen at her
home. 1011 West Eighth street. "And
that doesn't half express it," she added

she talked about the pardon of her
stepson from the state penitentiary.

"We are expecting John home some
time today and he will likely be here

time for supper, although we do not
know the exact time that he will ar-
rive." said Mrs. Collins. "It will cer-
tainly be a happy meeting for us. We

rather been expecting the pardon
some time, but when it became the
we had anticipated it didn't lessen
rejoicing one bit.

"We will have a happy Christmas,
I can't say that it will be a merry
in view of the past. We have al-

ways tried, however, to look upon the


