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BELEBRATED by resliglous ob-
servance and fesilvals among
the Egyptlans, Chineso, Jows,
Romans &nd Mohammedans

many centuries before the Christlan |

era, New Year's Day is still the one
holidey ocelebrated by all nations,
civilized or savage, While true that
the first day of the New Year does
not fall simultancously in sll sections
of the giobe, since all countries de
not mwse the Christian Calendar, it Is
tevartheless, & facet that each Natlon
has s own New Year's Day, Ewven
the cannibaly of the South Sea Ialands
and mavage tiribes of Central Africa

celebrate the beginning of the New
of cersmonles,

however,

Year with » e sort
OUne general characteristic,

the din, the rosr and the rattle that
has kept up unceasingly since the
alpctric lights wera turned on;, breaks
loose in one mighty blast that threat-
ens (o tear even the subway trains
from underground and jar the eale-
vated from thelr tracks Nowhere
else In the country ls the celebratlon
so blatant, 20 ridlculous and so Teck-
lesaly extravagant ns there.

From the spectacular standpeoint
| and the long list of notables vn dress
|parudo. ro celebration equals. per-
haps, that at the White House at
Washington,  All soclety of the Capl-
tal attend=, Second only inm splendor
of display to ths glitiering uniforms
of the diplomats and the army asnd

En Route To the White House Reoception.

marks all the celshrations and that is
the spirit of reéejolcing and feasting.
Many of the customs sre guainl snd
unusuyal, but stil] faught with the
spirit of revelry and good will

In our countirs, of course, sspeciaily
In tha large cities morrimest and con-
viviality bhold full sway, though the
watchnight services in the churches
appeal mors to those of serious bent
to whom the passing of the old year
and ths welcoming of the new anre
causss for reflsction, meditstien and
even sadness

In Wew York In partieular—though
most other cities are not far behind
gay old Gotham—the New Teoar's
frolic 1= & veritable Fedlam of noise
and revelry. Milllons sre spent In
wine and costly suppers and, as the
hour of midnizht strikes, a foll hun-
dred thousand glasses are ralsed aloft
in the jJoy pmlaces slong and near
Broadway and the health of the New
Yenr drunik. LI O No Yawk In
the throezs of her New TYeunr's Eve
oslobration I Indsed a sight for the
gods and man—and each vear It grows
mora elaborate, Jeas sansa aEnd mora
lnvish,

The lobster ghow placez—human
and crustacean—are jammed to the
doors, with the tables enmaged weoks
balforehund. The nolse and the wine-
drinking zons extends fully ten mlles,
with every foot of it packsd by n yell-
ing, struggling, -weod-natured crowd
marching, In unending processlon, up

pavy officers are the floral seltings
Uncle Sam furnishes the flowers from
hl=s wonferful greanhouses end like-
wise 1The muysie, the famous U. H
Mazrine Band thar always ploys at
Whits House functiohs.

Evary vantage point 1s seized upon
for the banking of flowers and ex-
treme caire has to ba taken that they
will not Impede the progress of the
ten thoupsand peopls and more who
surge through ths rooms &l the re-
ception, All muaniels are covered
with blooms and palms and bouquets
In vases are placed at every <¢onven-
femt polnt

The Vice-President tnkes his place
at the right of the President in the

|and down tha strects, At midoleht | Blug Hoom and the ni'ocelsiun hn-|mkbned with, *

gine with the forelzn ambassadora, |
haaded by the @Gean of the corps, and
the ministers and attachea of the var-
fous legations. Then come the Chief
Justlce und the other members of the |
Judiclary" then the Senators, Repre-|
sentatives, Army and Navy officers and
other officials of the government, |
Later in the day, the President re-
célvea the peopls at large, and their
walting llne generally extends from |
the fromt dour of the White House
out to and down Pennsylvenin Ave-
nue for several blocks,

Al the precise Instant O0ld 1911
changes 1o New 1912, a milllon mlles
of telegraph wires and countleszs wire-
less stations will publish the glad
tidings to every clty snd village In the
country and to ships at sea, And
this will be official, too, for the mes-
sige will come direct from the U, 8.
Naval Observatory st Washington,
and still more directly from an old
gideresl clock that has long hold an
honored place in that institution. This
plain-faced old clock is always mr-'
rect, never varying even one one-hun-
dredth of a second from thes sstro-
nomical reading of the siars It fur-
nishes standard time for haolf the
world, end ms the Wew Year is born
will send its message clear up (o
Alaska, to South Amerlca, to Chins
and to London.

Over In France, New Year's Day
1= not entircly one of rejolcing, that
iz, umless one Is able to rine above
such mundane things as finance, for
New Fear's In France means—Filia!
It Is the universsl paying-up day of

the year. Al the dear, famillar old
biila that have been Jopxing along
and scoumulating during the year

suddenly
the head
morning.

pile in en masse and greet
of the house on New Year's
It Is not difficult to obtain
acradit in Franca, provided ona pos-
sossas [he externals of a comfortable
competence, and the tradesmen and
Inndlords and shop-keeper ara con-
ient o walt—unill Januery N0rst
Then they drop thelr gentle littla re-
minders iIn the mnlls or, more fre-
quenliy, present them through rep-
resenwuntives. The butcher, the baker,
the cundlestick-maker—and all the
galaxy of “ithelir sisterm and their
consins and thelir munts"—are 10 be

The Naw Yesar’s gift is really an In-
stitution of the day In Frunce. And
it begins with the tradespeople. First
comes the postmsn on New Year's
morning who must receive & remem-
brance (ten francs or so) In return
for his greetings and his gervices dur-
ing the wear. After him, it's the
plano tuner, tha telegraph boy, the
bread and tha buttér man and the
newsdealer—and this, Indeed, is but
& partial list of those who come fo
the door of the average Frenchk home

| o New Tear's day sesking a "pres-

L33 A Lovers aend sweethearts,
friends, social ecguaintances nd
even bDusiness men exchinge pres-

ents, much as on Christmas Day. But,
somehow, the New Year's present is
even more imperative than tha one
on

In many instances these Temem-
brances takes the form of confections,
for Paris 15 sspactally prodigsl in this
respecl, huge sums heing expended
every first of the year for candles.
Festival, bangueting and morry-
making Mkewise hold high earnival

rom New Year's Eve until the morn-
fng of the second dany of the nei7
year the strests of Puarls are en fets,
Beautifully gowned women, in richly
decorated carriages, and groups of be-
ribboned holiday ssekers form o surg-
ing happy pageant that throngs ihe
spacious bodlevards, Cafe Hfe then

ing & high heat need take no umbrage
if a couple of German students who
mzay have sndeavored o trifle too zeal-
ously to find the botiom of the flow-
ing bowl, slp up behind him and
smash the aforesald hat down over
his eyes in true Muti-and-Jeff fashlon,
This is the penalty he pays for wenr-
ing such & hat at such & tims and
he has no kick coming to him, even
if his hat Is knocked off his head and
kicked until it ceases to be o hat,

The good folks in the Rhenish prov-
inces have an adaptation of this cus-
tom that is more gentle and—yes—
lesa sxpensive, considering the dam-
age done. Thizs consists of stealing
up upon 8 friend as he ix walking
along the street and whispering In
his ear: “Progit Neujahr,” The
friend thus accosted straightway
comes across with a Ulttle present,
such as o clgnr, or a drink or an
invitation to dinner. In Frankfort-
oni-the-Main tha entire city roshes to
its windowse., a8 the Old Year dies,
flings them open and, glasses in hand,
drinks A toast to Father Time's lat-
est-born. Then the windows are
slammead down, the merriment ceanes
and all retire for & peaceful nighi's
slumber.

In England thae New Yoear customs
pre of very ancient origin and even
more generally obsearved than In this
couniry. Every English famlily sits
up

is wild and brilllant and the students | new year in,” and always there s a
from the Latin Quarter contribufe | bowl of hot punch, ete, with which

thelr full quota of roistering and

to drink the toasts to the New Year.

revelry in the restaurants and along | The custom Is a survival of the time
the strects.
The Garman celebration of the New

/

Year §s mnot lacking in wholesoms
good-cheor and festive pranks, but it
is pre-eminently & decorous ene. In
Berlin elaborate musical programs are
rendered and everywhers anthems
and fesiival songs are chanted, be-
ginning at twilight of the Ilast day of
the old year and continuing until the
bells peal forth the glad tdings of a
new year born unto the centuries.
Thers i# one German custom that
dates @t the year 1848, that has
no little of the spirit of the typlcal
“bad hoy" In it

On New Year's Eve anyone walking
along the streets of Berlin and wear-

“The Health of the New Yeart”

when the head of the house assembled
his family mround a bowl of splead

>

ale from which he and they (rank
each other’s health and the “henith"
of the New Year. Thoe words used in
the toasi wera: “Wasa [Hael,” mean-
ing "To your health.” Presently, the
toast bowl came to bo known as the
“wassall,'" or *“wassel"” bowl

In Scotland the wassel bowl Is he

ce ter of the celebration, which s o
dictractingly msd and merry one.
“God-cakes,'” trimngular 1In shape,
filled with mincé-meat and about a
half-inch thick, are eaien on New
Year's Day in both England and Beol-
land. They are sold in large numbare
and can be purchased for from a

“to ses the old year out and the |

penny aplece all the way up to one
pound. Feasting is really ths chief
feature of tha Beoltish celebratlon,
more 5o than at Christmas or any
othoer time of the year. Steaming hot
*wassel,"” too, 18 carried from door to
door apd Indulged in by nelghbors
and friends,

In Ruossin the Jullan calendar is
still In vogue and January 1 there
corresponds to Januwry 14 of our
calendar, Ths Russian festival be-
ging on New TYear's Eve and Iasts
until the fourtesnth aay of the New
Year. At midnisht, as the old year
in dying and the new being
born, the Czar attends public mass,
and precisely on the stroke of twelve
o'clock A hundred cannons are dis-
charged and the revelry begina, At
the end of the ocelebration—iwo woeks
hence—tha peopla fast and attend

solemn religious services, marking on |

the doors of thelr houses, also,

o |
cross to prevent Satan [rom arossing | ss his New Year's gify,

befors. Tha fronts of all houses are
covered with emblemutic decorations:
branches of pine and of bamboo are
planted in large vases flited with sarth
and piaced befors the doors, and sver
the projecting roofs of the houses ars
strung gariands of plalted atraw.
Thess Iatler bear lsaves of certaln
irocs, shell Nsh and other churms be-
lieved to be potent fustors in bringing
good luck to the househald,

The peopis fock to the tomples,
which are open all New Yonr's night,
and there cook thelr “seoml™ m sort
of rive cake, always eaten bofore the
sun has risen. Later, on New Years
Day, there s much vislting and tes
drinking and exchange of good winhes
for the coming yoar. If he can 40 no
batter, even the very poprest of peas.
anis wraps pleces of dried flabh in
paper, tled with a pecullar red and
white string used only on this econ-
slon, and sends them to Wis friends
The Japaness

This 1s The Penuity He Pays In Germany.

| ths threshold.

I In the rural eectlons the Russian
chlldren make the day paculiarly thetir
own for, armed with peas and grains

| of wheat, they sally forth In bands
early New Year's morning, stop at
every house, entsr and wake the In-
mates with a bombardment of peas

| or by scattering the whent over the
gleepera. Later in the day they choose
tho very fnest horse raissd Iin the
village that year, decorate it and pre-
gent 1t to the nobleman who Is master
of the villuge. In return he soatters
small coins among tham. Thelr sil-
dere, too, make presenis to the noble-

man such as cows, sheep and fowh.|

The strangesi of nll Russian customs,

perhaps, is the gathering around a }m-'

of watar by each fumlly group in tho
belief that, If their faith s sufficlently
stronkg, the miracle performed by

Christ In Cana of Guallles when He|

turned the wuter Into wine, will be
repeatod.

New Year's Day in Japan Is ple-
turesgue to ths extreme. 'The Rm-
peror holds a formal court reception,
muanh s our Chilef Exscutive does,
which 8 attended by the forelgn
dipiomnts end high officials of the
Japanese government. The celebra-
tion among ths people lasts five daya,

and preparations for it are hogun long

new year date falls atmultansoualy
with our own, they having adopted
the Gregorian calendar in 1872,

The Chiness New Yoar celebration
this year will Be an epoth-mak-
Ing event in the Celectinl Emplre, for
it 1» Indeed a case of “the old order
changeth,™ For many centuries in
China tha days of the year have coen
rockonsd by the old lunar calendar,
with 360 day® In a yeur and twenty-
nine or thirty duse
Heance, every third year. it woa found
necsssary to lnsert an extra meoenth in

ta ths month.

order to keep the sensons In thelr
proper ordar. Only n fow days sgo,
however, the new cablnet decreecd

that China should changs to the Gra-
gorilan oalendarn, our method of reck-
aning time.

The Jewlash New TYear s usually
colabrated somethme n Septembuor
and Is called “"Rosh Hosbhshanah ™
alsg “Yom Hardin,” which just
moana "day of Judgment.'"” New
Yeur's Eve Ia obeerved with fasting
and the day !{tzelf with feasting. “"Mny

sou be 11 favor with “God thils New
Year,” is the Jewish form of saluin-
tion, from which ths Genllle grest-

ing. “Happy New Yoar.,"” Is said ta be
» tonfraction,

17 DIy
e O Narad
Obseryziory”

HI approach of New Year's al-
ways pulls us up sharply, as it
ware, t¢ a reallzation of the
fleeting of Uime. Even though

all the rest of ths year wo ndulge
In bllsstul dleréegard of the passing
of the goldoen moments thera s some-
thing (and it I1sn't solely the orop
of Christmps bills, slther) that with
the appreoach of January 1 rooses os
to an appreciation of how raphkily s
twalve-month has sped past Time,

for the monce, becomes & commodity |

upen which we sot a higher standard
of valus and whils the public mind s
intent on the subject of time and
diariss snd calendarz and slmanacs
thers I8 an avalanche of good reso-
lutiona to take grester heed of the
minutes and ths hours during the en-
suing year.

How many of us, thos roused by the
pasxing of ancther mijestone, realize
that Uncle Sam, with his penchant for
dabbling in everything besarins upon
humean welfare, concerns himpalf il
the year with thot preclons asset—
time. He even has a speclal Institn-
tion devoted primarily to this and
kinflred subjecte. It 15 designated
as the Unitsed Hintes Naval Observe-
tory in thosa dry official wvolumaes
wheareln Tncle 8am lists his activities
in unimaginative isnguage, but it
might more expressivaly bs termed our
national "time Mactory and almanac
office.’”” It cost & pretiy penny in the
first place, this odd intelligence office
with its sxpensive aguipment of tele-
scopes and sclentific Instruments of
various kinds and 1t costs a tidy sum
to malntain, for the services of ao
pymber of eminent scientists are re-

quired all the while and thers must
bs & sufficlently numerous corps to
enable some to be on duty day and
night. The "night watch,”™ It may be
6dded ls necessary If the government
is to keop claose tab on the stars which
are the dependable monitors of our
time system.

The genaral public hears litila of
thias Federal “time fatctory' sava Just
before New Yenr's, when there Is &
burz of gossip In the newspapers rela-
tive to the prepassiions which are
made each yoar for sending ocut what
58 known as the “New Yeur timo stig-
nal™ This is an eleciric throb whish
is sent over the telegraph wires from
VWashington exactly at midnight on
tha last day of the old year, and which
not only officially chronicies the birth
of a nsew year, but also furnishes
everyhody who cares to avall himsalf
of 1t with the means of setting his
waich anfd starting the new yoar
aright. Some years the New Year
tima =slgnal 18 sent 211 eround the
world and even when that {8 for mny
reason Impraciicable it fa dispatched
not only to avery nook and corner of
the United Brates, but also to Alssks,
Hawali, Guam, the Phllipplnes and
avery other bit of =oill over which
waves the Stars and Stripes,

Now, as has been sald, the punhlle
gives heed to the doings of Uneéle
Sam's time factory on thi=s momentous
occaslon, but &ll through the remain-
der of the year we go aloag regulat-
ing and setitlng our timaploces
through iz ald without giving so
much as a thought to the vehlicle
whereby we attuln such accuracy. In-
deed it i safs to say that even the
gitizen who stands watch In hand at

|
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noon to verify his timeplece by tha |
dropping of a timeball does not pause
to conaider that the time slgnal which
ia Esent out frem the *“time Tactory™
every day st noon s In reality, just
as important as the aspectacular elco-
tric announcement that encirclea the
glohe when a new year Is wshered in. |

¥ou are a trifle mystified, parlu.paw
by the prefix “‘Naval” to tha titie ofl
this governmental obsarvetory,
wonder why this nstitution shonldl
be sttached to the Wavy Department. !

—

At a guess you would searcely know |ahips of cur fighting fleet, but Incl-|

what Department of the govermment
a time factory might naturally be
expected to be an sdjunct of, but you
would not expect 1t to be the Navy
Departnent. It comes about in this
wise: Next to the raliroad the inter-
ests that ara most (ependent upon
accuricy of time are those that |
operuta ships. An error of a minute
or two in the operation of a shi'pl
might, under certaln circumstances,
work sad havoc jost as_an error of

a minute or two In thes operation of
an express train might have serious
consequences. Now TUncle Sam's
largezt and most valuable ghips are,
of course, our naval eraft and conse-
guently there hss been entrusted to
the Navy Department the task of
conducting a “time factory” that will
produce dependshbly accurata time.
The Naval Opservatory, accordingly
makes Its dally and year-end deter-
minations of the absalutaly authentio
time primarily for the benefit of the

dentally it glves everybody else the
benefit of this "guarantesd correct™
time frea of charge. Or., at least
Uncle Sam makea no chargs, ithough
to take advantage ©f hls generosity
¥ou must be jp some city where a
time. ball {5 gperated on a publie
bullding In acgordancs with the re-
celpt of the time signal for Washing-
to . No mattar where u lve the
experts of the Federal “time factory”
wiil regulate or correct your clock

dally, but If you wish to have tham
do that you will have to pay a fee
to the tslegraph company that trans-
milis the time slgnal from the Obsarv-
atery at Washington {0 your home or
office and which runs its wires direct
to the olock in your residence or
work room so‘that when the time
signal is given the hands of the
clock move backwnrd or forward au-
tomatically to get In harmony with
the position of the hands of the of-
ficial clock at tha oaplital,

Thiz oMeial elock, by the way, Is
the keynote and thé most important
fealure of the equipment of tne
*“time foctors.” It Is just abonut the
most pampered object of which it is)
passible to concelve. It is kept in a
hermetically s=aled caszes placed in =
varlt far rfemoved from all the dis-

milllonaire bYablies aren't a olreum-
stance to this clock wvault, It
% deemed eavential that it shall

turse, and mechanical appliances hawve
been Installed which prevant wvarla-

of a degrea

The frult of all this care {s n time-
plece which s easily the most ac-
curate clock on the continent Left
to itaelf, 30 to =mpeak, It has never
varied more than three-tenths of a
second, and it hoas run for weeks ot &
strotch  without wvaryilag (he hun-
drath part of n second in Its tlcks
But the tlme sharps at the Observa-
tory are not content to =it back in
blind reliance upon the accurnecy of
even so remarkable an Instriment.
They keep tab upon thelr master
clock all the while throusn the posi-
tions of the stars In the hesvens,
making use of an Instrument known
sa a transit to determine whether
tha clock 15 in parfect harmony with
the movements of the heavenly
bodies. The observer whose duty it
ie to check up the performance of
the clock that {5 & model for all the
timepleces in the United States gazes
skyward throuph the transit just as|
he migiit through a telescops, which
it resembles in sappearancoe. The
basis for his odd deteotive work Is his
kuowledge of the exact time at
which certain of the fixed stars must
appenr at certain positions in the
heivens, If, by any chance, the mas-
ter clock atl the Gbaervatory does not
indicate the proper moment when a
Elor = sean In the position designated
for that moment it is certain that |

turbing influencdes such 2e the rumble
of trains and the jar Of passing strest
CarTs, And thess npurseriées whieh
have been constructed In  modern

there Is something wrong with the

be | ol form
kapt at an oven and exact tempera- |on the workingn of the clock on which

tlons of more than one ctne-hundredth I mention have

even temperature for soms of our|walching various fixed stars through

the transit mmrument obtains the
data which when reduced to statisti-
ennbles him to get & bead

an muth depends, As bas besn Inti-
mated, however, errors worlthy of
nover ahamed Uncle
Sam's price tioker.

Not only In transit instruments, dut
in all apparstius for aky exploration

| ts the Naval Obssrvatory's equipment

pnotable and compiete. It possssses,
for Imstance, & I6-inch teloscopn that
ranks as oné of the most powerful
Instruments devised xince the dawn
tn 1846, of our presont era of large
tele=copes, I was this lelescopo that
first showed the patellites of Mara nnd
gave us new facts regarding the winter
planst in which wo feel a keoner n-
terest than in any other In the ani-
verse. Anolher important group of
instrumenta previded at the Observa-
tory are designed to enabls pheto-
grapha to be mads of the sum In-
deed one or more photographs of the
sun are made eovery day in the year,
when the weather will permil, ana
these photos constitule a unigue ree-
ord of mun spots and the changes
they have undorgone from thms o
tima, You muy be mystified as ta
how auch Infermation could@ ba of
bonefit to our naval Intorsstn nod yet
it has Ma nfluepce in several direc-
tons Ope cennectlon that you prob-
ably had mot thought af has to do
with changes (n the weather, It
there is any class of men Who Are
obviously affectad by waather pon-
ditlona it & those whn go down Lo
the son in ships gnd when we iaks
Into conmideration thut the sun practl-
cally contrals the weather of the earth

clock and not that the siar is be- | It iz ensy 1o understand how It Is that

hind or nhead of schedule.

To be ths sclentists at the Naval Observa-

sure, the comparisons are not made | tory sre anxipus to learn all they can

palaces with a view to iInsuring an thus, off-hand, but the observer| regarding (Hd Sol
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