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and down the streets. At midnight
the din, the roar and the rattle that
has kept up unceasingly since the
electric lights were turned on, breaks
loose in one mighty blast that threat-
ens to tear even the subway trains
from underground and jar the ele-
vated from their tracks. Nowhere
else in the country is the celebration
so blatant, so ridiculous and so reck-
lessly extravagant as there.

From the spectacular standpoint
and the long list of notables on dress
parade, no celebration equals, per-
haps, that at the White House at
Washington. All society of the Capi-
tal attends. Second only in splendor
of display to the glittering uniforms
of the diplomats and the army and

yyELEBBATED by religious ob--
servance and festivals among

m tbe Egyptians, Chinese, Jews,
Romans and Mohammedans

many centuries before the Christian
era. New Year's Day is still the one
holiday celebrated by all nations,
civilized or savage. While true that
the first day of the New Tear does
not fall simultaneously in all sections
of the globe, since all countries do
not use the Christian Calendar, it is
nevertheless, a fact that each Nation
has Its own New Year's Day. Even
the cannibals of the South Sea Islands
and savage tribes of Central Africa
celebrate the beginning of the New
Year with some sort of ceremonies.
One general characteristic, however,
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penny apiece all the way up to .one
pound. Feasting Is really the chief
feature of the Scottish celebration,
more so than at Christmas or any
other time of the year. Steaming hot
"wassel," too. Is carried from door to
door and indulged in by neighbors
and frlend3.

In Russia the Julian calendar is
still In vogue and January 1 there
corresponds to January 14 of our
calendar. The Russian festival be-
gins on New Year's Eve and lasts
until the fourteenth day of the New
Year. At midnight, as the old year
is dying and the new being
born, the Czar attends public mass,
and precisely on the stroke of twelve
o'clock a hundred cannons are dis-
charged and the revelry begins. At
the end of the celebration two weeks
hence the people fast and attend
solemn religious services, marking on
the doors of their houses, also, a
cross to prevent Satan from crossing

before. The fronts of all houses are
covered with emblematic decorations;
branches of pine and of bamboo are
planted In largo vases filled with earth
and placed before the doors, and over
the projecting roofs of the houses arestrung garlands of plaited straw.
These latter bear leaves of certaintrees, shell fish and other charms be-
lieved to be potent factors in bringing
good luck to the household.

The peoplo flock to the temples,
which are open all New Year's night,
and there cook their "zooml," a sort
of rice cake, always eaten before thesun has risen. Later, on New Year
Day, there is much visiting and tea
drinking and exchange of good wishes
for the coming year. If he can do no
better, even the very poorest of peas,
ants wraps pieces of dried fish In
paper, tied with a peculiar red and
white string used only on this occa-
sion, and sends them to his friends
as his New Year's gift. The Japanese

reckoned with, '
The New Year's gift is really an in-

stitution of the day in France. And
it begins with the tradespeople. First
corner the postman on New Year's
morning who must receive a remem-
brance (ten francs or so) in return
for his greetings and his services dur-
ing the year. After him. it's the
piano tuner, the telegraph boy, the
bread and the butter man and the
newsdealer and this, indeed, is but
a partial list of those who come to
the door of the average French home
on New Tear's day seeking a "pres-
ent." Lovers and sweethearts,
friends, social acquaintances nd
even business men exchange pres-
ents, much as on Christmas Day. But,
somehow, the New Year's present Is
even more Imperative than the one
on Christmas.

In many instances these remem-
brances fake the form of confections,
fcr Paris Is especially prodigal In this
respect, huge sums leing expended
every first of the year for candies.
Festival, banqueting and merry-
making likewise hold high carnival.
From New Year's Eve until the morn-
ing of the second day of the new
year the streets of Paris are en fete.
Beautifully gowned women, in richly
decorated carriages, and groups of

holiday seekers form a surg-
ing happy pageant that throngs the
spacious boulevards. Cafe life then
is wild and brilliant and the students
from the Latin Quarter contribute
their full quota of roistering and
revelry in the restaurants and along
the streets.

The German celebration of the New
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En Route To the White House Reception.
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This Is The Penalty
the threshold.

In the rural sections the Russian
children make the day peculiarly their
own for, armed with peas and grains
of wheat, they sally forth in bands
early New Year's morning, stop at
every house, enter and wake the In-

mates with a bombardment of peas
or by scattering the wheat over the
sleepers. Later in the day they choose
the very finest horse raised In the
village that year, decorate it and pre-
sent It to the nobleman who Is master
of the village. In return he scatters
small coins among them. Their el-

ders, too, make presents to the noble-
man such as cows, sheep and fowls.
The strangest of all Russian customs,
perhaps, is the gathering around a Jar
of water by each family group in the
belief that, If their faith is sufficiently
strong, the miracle performed by
Christ in Cana of Galilee when He
turned the water into wine, will be
repeated.

New Year's Day in Japan is pic-
turesque to the extreme. The Em-
peror holds a formal court reception,
much as our Chief Executive does,
which is attended by the foreign
diplomats and high officials of the
Japanese government. The celebra-
tion among the people lasts five days,
and preparations for it are begun long
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ing a high hat need take no umbrage
if a couple of German students who
may have endeavored a trifle too zeal-
ously to find the bottom of the flow-
ing bowl, slip up behind him and
smash the aforesaid hat down over
his eyes in true Mutt-and-Je- ff fashion.
This is the penalty he pays for wear-
ing such a hat at such a time and
he has no kick coming to him, even
if his hat Is knocked off his head and
kicked until It ceases to be a hat.

The good folks in the Rhenish prov-
inces have an adaptation of this cus-
tom that Is more gentle and yes
less expensive, considering the dam-
age done. This consists of stealing
up upon a friend as he is walking
along the street and whispering in
his ear: "Prosit Neujahr." The
friend thus accosted straightway
comes across with a little present,
such as a cigar, or a drink or an
invitation to dinner. In Frankfort-on-the-Mai- n

ths entire city rushes to
Its windows, as the Old Year dies,
flings them open and, glasses in hand,
drinks a toast to Father Time's latest-

-born. Then the windows are
slammed down, the merriment ceases
and all retire for a peaceful night's
slumber.

In England the New Year customs
are of very ancient origin and even
more generally observed than in this
country. Every English family sits
up "to see the old year out and the
new year In," and always there Is a
bowl of hot punch, etc., with which
to drink the toasts to the New Year.
The custom is a survival of the time
when the head of the house assembled
his family around a bowl of spiced

the New Year!"
ale from which he and they Orank
each other's health and the "health"
of the New Year. The words used in
the toast were: "Wasa Hael," mean-
ing "To your health." Presently, the
toast bowl came to be known as the
"wassail," or "wassel" bowl.

In Scotland the wassel bowl Is .he
ce ter of the celebration, which Is a
dictractingly mad and merry one.
"God-cakes- ," triangular In shape,
filled with mince-me- at and about a
half-inc- h thick, are eaten on New
Year's Day in both England and Scot-
land. They are sold in large numbers
and can be purchased for from a

daily, but if you wish to have them
do that you will have to pay a fee
to the telegraph company that trans-
mits the time signal from the Observ-
atory at Washington to your home or
office and which runs its wires direct
to the clock in your residence or
work room so " that when the time
signal is given the hands of the
clock move backward or forward au-
tomatically to get in harmony with
the position of the hands of the of-

ficial clock at the capital.
This official clock, by the way. Is

the keynote and the most important
feature of the equipment of tne
"time factory." It is Just about the
most pampered object of which it Is
possible to conceive. It is kept In a
hermetically sealed case placed in a
vai'Tt far removed from all the dis-
turbing influences such as the rumble
of trains and the jar of passing street
cars. And those nurseries which
have been constructed in modern
palaces with a view to Insuring an

Blue Room and the procession be-
gins with the foreign ambassadors,
headed by the dean of the corps, and
the ministers and attaches of the var-
ious legations. Then come the Chief
Justice and the other members of the
Judiciary then the Senators, Repre-
sentatives, Army and Navy officers and
other officials of the government.
Later in the day, the President re-
ceives the people at large, and their
waiting line generally extends from
the front door of the White House
out to and down Pennsylvania Ave-
nue for several blocks.

At the precise instant Old 1911
changes to New 1912, a million miles
of telegraph wires and countless wire-
less stations will publish the glad
tidings to every city and village in the
country and to ships at sea. And
this will be official, too, for the mes-
sage will come direct from the TJ. S.
Naval Observatory at Washington,
and still more directly from an old
sidereal clock that has long held an
honored place in that institution. This
plain-face- d old clock is always cor-
rect, never varying even one

of a second from the astro-
nomical reading of the stars. It fur-
nishes standard time for half the
world, and as the New Year is born
will send its message clear up to
Alaska, to South America, to China
and to London.

Over in France, New Year's Day
Is not entirely one of rejoicing, that
is, unless one is able to rise above
such mundane things as finance, for
New Year's in France means bills!
It Is the universal paying-u- p day of
the year. All the dear, familiar old
bills that have been Jogging along
and accumulating during the year
suddenly pile in en masse and greet
the head of the house on New Year's
morning. It Is not difficult to obtain
credit in France, provided one pos-
sesses the externals of a comfortable
competence, and the tradesmen and
landlords and shop-keep- er are con-
tent to wait until January first.
Then they drop their gentle little re-
minders in the mails or, more fre-
quently, present them through rep-
resentatives. The butcher, the baker,
the candlestick-make- r and all the
galaxy of "their sisters and their
cousins and their aunts" are to be

Day of the 5Tear In Paris.

noon to verify his timepiece by the
dropping of a tlmeball does not pause
to consider that the time signal which
is sent out from the "time factory"
every day at noon is, in reality, just
as important as the spectacular elec-
tric announcement that encircles the
globe when a new year is ushered in.

You are a trifle mystified, perhaps,
by the prefix "Naval" to the title of
this governmental observatory,
wonder why this Institution should
be attached to the Navy Department.
At a guess you would scarcely know
what Department of the government
a time factory might naturally be
expected to be an adjunct of, but you
would not expect it to be the Navy
Department. It comes about In this
wise: Next to the railroad the inter-
ests that are most dependent upon
accuracy of time are those that
operate ships. An error of a minute
or two in the operation of a ship
might, under certain circumstances,
work sad havoc just as an error of
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nay officers are the floral settings.
Uncle Sam furnishes the flowers from
his wonderful greenhouses and like-
wise the music, the famous U. S.
Marine Band that always plays at
White House functions.

Every vantage point is seized upon
for the banking of flowers and ex-
treme care has to be taken that they
will not impede the progress of the
ten thousand people and more who
surge through the rooms at the re-
ception. All mantels are covered
with blooms and palms and bouquets
in vases are placed at every conven-
ient point.

The Vice-Preside- nt takes his place
at the right of the President in the
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quired all the while and there musi
be a sufficiently numerous corps to
enable some to be on duty day and
night. The "night watch," It may be
added is necessary if the government
Is to keep close tab on the stars which
are the dependable monitors of our
time system.

The general public hears little of
this Federal "time factory" save Just
before New Year's, when there is a
buzz of gossip in the newspapers rela-
tive to the preparations which are
made each year for senSia ot what
is known as the "New Year time sig-
nal." This 13 an electric throb wtstatt
is sent over the telegraph wires from
Washington exactly at midnight on
the last day of the old year, and which
not only officially chronicles the birth
of a new year, but also furnishes
everybody who cares to avail himself
of it with the means of setting his
watch and starting the new year
aright. Some years the New Tear
time signal is sent all around the
world and even when that is for any
reason Impracticable it is dispatched
not only to every nook and corner of
the United States, but also to Alaska.
Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines and
every other bit of soil over which
waves the Stars and Stripes.

Now, as has been said, the public
gives heed to the doings of Uncle
Sam's time factory on this momentous
occasion, but all through the remain-
der of the year we go along regulat-
ing and setting our timepieces
through its aid without giving so
much as a thought to the vehicle
whereby we attain such accuracy. In-
deed it Is safe to say that even the
citizen who stands watch in hand at

marks ctll the celebrations and that is
the spirit of rejoicing and feasting.
Many of the customs are Quaint and
unusual, but still fraught with the
spirit of revelry and good will.

In our country, of course, especially
In the large cities merriment and con-
viviality bold full sway, though the
watchnight services In the churches
appeal more to those of serious bent
to whom the passing of the old year
and the welcoming of the new are
causes for reflection, meditation and
even sadness.

In New York in particular though
most other cities are not far behind
gray old Gotham the New Year's
frotlo is a veritable EedlP.m of noise
and revelry. Millions are spent In
wine and costly suppers and. as the
hour of midnight strikes, a full hun-
dred thousand glasses are raised aloft
in the Joy palaces along and near
Broadway and the health of the New
Tear drunk. Lil Ol' Nu Tawk in
the throes of her New Tear's Eve
celebration is indeed a sight for the
gods and man and each year it grows
more elaborate, less sane and more
lavish.

The lobster show places human
and crustacean are jammed to the
doors, with the tables engaged weeks
beforehand. The noiae and the wine-drinki-

zone extends fully ten miles,
with every foot of it packed by a yell-
ing, struggling, good-natur- ed crowd
marching, in unending procession, up
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-r--T KB approach of New Year's
pulls us up sharply, as ItCwere, to a realization of the

of time. Even though
all the rest of the year we Indulge
In blissful disregard of the passing
of the golden moments there is some-
thing (and It isn't solely the crop
of Christmas bills, either) that with
the approach of January 1 rouses us
to an appreciation of how rapidly a
twelve-mont- h has sped past. Time,
for the nonce, becomes a commodity
upon which we set a higher standard
of value and while the public mind is
Intent on the subject of time and
diaries and calendars and almanacs
there is an avalanche of good reso-
lutions to take greater heed of the
minutes and the hours during the en-
suing year.

How many of us, thus roused by the
passing of another milestone, realize
that Uncle Sam, with his penchant for
dabbling In everything bearing upon
human welfare, concerns himself all
the year with that precious asset
time. He even has a special institu-
tion devoted primarily to this and
kindred subjects. It Is designated
as the United States Naval Observa-
tory ih those dry official volumes
wherein Uncle Sam lists his activities
in unimaginative language, but it
might more expressively be termed our
national "time factory and almanac
office." It cost a pretty penny in the
first place, this odd Intelligence office
with Its expensive equipment of tele-
scopes and scientific Instruments of
various kinds and it costs a tidy sum
to maintain, for the services of a
number of eminent scientists are re

He Pays In Germany.
new year date falls simultaneously
with our own, they having adopted
the Gregorian calendar in 1872.

The Chinese New Year celebration
this year will be an epoch-makin- g

event In the Celectlal Empire, for
it Is Indeed a case of "the old order
changeth." For many centuries In
China the days of the year have c!en
reckoned by the old lunar calender,
with 860 days In a year and twenty-nin- e

or thirty days to the month.
Hence, every third year, it was found
necessary to Insert an extra month in
order to keep the seasons in their
proper order. Only a few days atro,
however, the new cabinet decreed
that China should change to the Gre-
gorian calendar, our method of reck-
oning time.

The Jewish New Year la usually
celebrated sometime in September
and Is called "Rosh Hoshshanah,"
also "lorn Hardin," which last
means "day of Judgment." New
Year's Eve is observed with fiRtlnir
and the day Itself with feastfnsr. "May
you be It favor with God thin New
Year," Is the Jewish form of saluta-
tion, from which the Gentile greet-
ing, "Happy New Year," is said to be
a contraction.

watching various fixed stars through
the transit Instrument obtain the
data whicn when reduced to statisti-
cal form enables him to get a bead
on the workings of the clock on which
bo much depends. As has been inti-

mated, however, errors worthy of
mention have never shamed Uncle
Sam's prle ticker.

Not only In transit instruments, but
In all apparatus for Bky exploration
la the Naval Observatory's equipment
notable and complete. It posse-''- -,

for Instance, a 2 6 -- inch telescope trait
ranks as one of the most powerful
Instruments, devised since the dawn
In 1845, of our present era of large
telescopes. It was this telescope that
first showed the satellites of Mara and
gave us new facts regarding the atstnr
planet in which we feel a keener In-

terest than In any other in tha uni-

verse. Another important group of
instruments provided at the Observa-
tory are designed to enable photo-a-raD- hs

to be made of the sun. In- -
deed one or more photographs of the
sun are made every day in the year,
when the weather will permit, anu
these photos constitute a unique rec-

ord of sun spots and the changes
they have undergone from time to
time. You may be mystified as to
how such information could be of
benefit to our naval Interests and yet
it has its influence In several direc-
tions. One connection that you prob-
ably had not thought of has to do
with changes In the weather. If
there is any class of men who are
obviously affected by weather con-

ditions it is those who go down to
the sea in ships and when we take
into consideration that the sun practi-
cally controls the weather of the earth
It is easy to understand how it is that
tha scientists at the Naval Observa--
tory are anxious to learn all they c
regarding Old SoL
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The Health of
Year is not lacking In wholesome
good-che- er and festive pranks, but It
is a decorous one. In
Berlin elaborate musical programs are
rendered and everywhere anthems
and festival songs are chanted, be-
ginning at twilight of the last day of
the old year and continuing until the
bells peal forth the glad tidings of a
new year born unto the ' centuries.
There is one German custom that
dates froiJi tiie year 1848, that has
no little of the spirit of the typical
"bad boy" in it.

On New Year's Eve anyone walking
along the streets of Berlin and wear--

a minute or two in the operation of
an express train might have serious
consequences. Now Uncle Sam's
largest and most valuable ships are,
of course, our naval craft and conse-
quently there has been entrusted to
the Navy Department the task of
conducting a "time factory" that will
produce dependably accurate time.

The Naval Observatory, accordingly
makes its dally and year-en- d deter-
minations of the absolutely authentic
time primarily for the benefit of the
ships of our fighting fleet, but inci-
dentally it gives everybody else the
benefit of this "guaranteed correct"
time free of charge. Or, at least
Uncle Sam makes no charge, although
to take advantage of his generosity
you must be in some city where a
time ball Is operated on a public
building in accordance with the re-
ceipt of the time signal for Washing-t- o

. No matter where you live the
experts of the Federal "time factory"
will regulate or correct your clock

even temperature for some of our
millionaire babies aren't a circum-
stance to this clock vault. It
is deemed essential that it shall be
kept at an even and exact tempera-
ture, and mechanical appliances have
been Installed which prevent varia-
tions of more than one
of a degree.

The fruit of all this care Is a time-
piece which Is easily the most ac-
curate clock on the continent. Left
to Itself, so to speak. It has never
varied more than three-tenth- s of a
second, and It has run for weeks at a
stretch without varying the hun-dret- li

part of a second in its ticks.
But the time sharps at the Observa-
tory are not content to sit back in
blind reliance upon the accuracy of
even so remarkable an instrument.
They keep tab upon their master
clock all the while through the posi-
tions of the stars In the heavens,
making use of an Instrument known
as a transit to determine whether
the clock Is In perfect harmony with
the movements of the heavenly
bodies. The observer whose duty it
is to check up the performance of
the clock that 13 a model for all the
timepieces in the United States gazes
skyward throug-- the transit Just as
he migiit through a telescope, which
it resembles In appearance. The
basl3 for his odd detective work is his
knowledge of the exact time at
which certain of the fixed stars must
appear at certain positions in the
heavens. If, by any chance, the mas-
ter clock at the Observatory does not
Indicate the proper moment when a
star is seen in the position designated
for that moment it is certain that
there is something wrong with the
clock and not that the star Is be
hind or ahead of schedule. To be
sure, the comparisons are not made
thus, off-han- d, but the observer I


