
WEATHER FORECAST for Kansas:
Cloudy and colder tonight; mow inD. Y. C. S. E. extreme eastern portion. Cold wave

coming. Saturday colder tn eastern
portion. ,
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DESTROYED SECTION OF HALIFAX SNOW IS SAVIOR

KAN. WHEAT CROP

., 1$ MOHLER ASSERTS

RELIEF TRAINS

TO HALIFAX BY

U. S. RED CROSS

Three Specials Already Dis-

patched; More if Needed.
Fields Thruout State Greatly in

Need of Moisture..EXPLOSfON AT HALIFAX ONE OF
HISTORY'S GREATEST

DISASTERS. Carry Doctors, Nurses, Food
and Relief Supplies.

DECLARED BY

U.S. CONGRESS

HALIFAX VAST

FUNERAL PYRE,

A HORROR CITY

View of bnildings facing Halifax harbor. These structures were totally destroyed by the terrible explosion
The street depicted was filled with dead bodies.

Scores of Bodies Incinerated in
Burning Kuins.

Destruction, Chaos, Untold
Misery Everywhere Apparent.

U. S. NAVY ESTIMATE, 5,000

Officer Witnessed Halifax Pis-- .

aster 52 Miles Away.

Later Proceeded to, Scene to

Render Aid in Stricken City.

3,000 TONS OF EXPLOSIVES

Benzine in Munition Cargo
Helped Scatter Flames.

Practically All of North Hali-

fax Is in Ashes Today.

PITIFUL SCENES EVERYWHERE

" All Public Buildings Filled With

Dead and Wounded. -

Kichmond, Suburb of Halifax,

Is Totally Wiped Out.

UNCLE SAM HAS

A HAIRTRIGGER

SPY TRAP NOW

Now Add Hard Labor to Alien
Enemies Imprisoned in U. S.

Attorney General Urges Ban on
Restful Internment Camps.

PURGE NATION OF TRAITORS

Gregory Asks More Stringent
Entrance and Exit Laws.

Leading Men in Many Cities
Are Secret Service Agents.

Washington, Dec. 7. Steps further
to mirere this country of spies and
traitors, based on President Wilson's
recommendations to congress, were
taken by Attorney General Gregory
in his annual report today.

Gregory recommended laws to hob-
ble the entrance and exit of aliens,
to make violation of the president's
alien enemy regulations a "prison at
hard labor" offense Instead of an "in-
ternment camp and a nice soft berth
affair."

The vast extent and completeness
of the spy and traitor traps the de-
partment of Justice has built p in this
country since war was declared was
revealed in the report for the first
time. Gregory declared that hun-
dreds of expert secret service agents
from every other department of the
government have been mobilized un-
der justice to meet the situation.

Praises Secret Service.
The attpmey general paid high

tribute to the "very effective work"
of the volunteer spy and traitor de-
tecting organizations that have sprung
up over the country to help the gov-
ernment wipe out that menace. He
mentioned especially the American
Protective league, which he said hadproven invaluable.

"Its membership,' said Gregory,
"which is carefully guarded, includes
Leading men in various localities who
have volunteered their services in se-
curing any kind of information of
value to the nation."

Gregory also commended the local
and district draft boards and the
drafted men, declaring the number
of defections from duty in all threegroups has been "very small."

Makes Several Recommendations.
He recommended:
Extension of the statute of limita-

tion on bankruptcy cases to threeyears, appointment of a priority fed-
eral judge to do the work of judges
over 70 who refuse to resign because
the constitution does not compel them
to if they behave themselves; a law
making extradition from state to
state unnecessary on federal indict-
ments; a law to prohibit common car-
riers transporting materials mined or
made by themselves; and authority
to sue- any interstate corporation inany federal district,

Completion of factories at Fort
Leavenworth and Atlanta prisons,
payment of prisoners or their families
for their work and sale, of all prod-
ucts to the government was

BRING DEA? IN WAGON LOADS

25 Heaped lrp Loads of Corpses

Keacli Improvised Morgue.

w f!reat Industrial Plants Col-

lapsed, Burying Workers.

iIMifax, Tec. ?. North Halifax is
a vast funeral pyre today. Many bod-

ies are incinerated in the burning
ruins of this city of desolation and

s

No Other Precipitation as Valu-

able as Snow.

200 MILLION BU, PROSPECTS

Value of White Blanket Over
State Inestimable.

Weather That Stops Fighting
Also Aids Allies.

Snow is slowing up the fighting in
sectors along the western front in
Europe. Snow in Kansas is helping
to win the war , against the kaiser.
J. C.! Mohler, secretary of the state
board of agriculture, today declared
the state-wid- e snow of incalculable
material and psychological value.

With a wheat acreage greater than
the combined area of Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Delaware, the snow
today is the first crop saver. Kan-
sas has a nine and a half million acre
wheat crop. Favorable weather con-
ditions will mean 150 to 200 million
bushels of wheat next spring and
summer. It means 300 to 400 million
dollars to Kansas farmers. It means
also that Kansas will do more than
her share in caring for the food de-
mands of the allies.

Dry Fall Retarded Crop.
The recent fall has been the driest

Kansas has ever known. The dry
weather has put a great crimp in
wheat prospects. In some of the
wheat counties the rainfall of the last
three months has been a mere trace.
Now a blanket of snow covers the
state. It means every drop of the
moisture will go into the soil just
where it falls. The snow means a
revival of crop conditions and a new
hope for the wheat growers. The
psychological effect is good. It brings
good cheer. More than that, it brings
material improvement of conditions
and a revival of prospects for another
big wheat crop.

Secretary Mohler declared today
the snow is the most profitable mois-
ture. In an informal statement, he
said:

"The snow that is reported as fall-
ing over the entire state, is providing
the one thing that was most needed by
the fall-sow- n wheat moisture. In no
other form is it more welcom for

fine moisture thuSS precipitated will be
thoroly taken up by the soil with a
minimum of waste thru run-of- f. Most
fields are in such condition that the
covering of snow will be held, andparticularly is this true in corn-stal- k

ground sowed to wheat, of which
ther was a large area. A great deal
depends on the depth of the snow-
fall, the time it remains, and the con-
ditions after it disappears, but the
fact that wheat fields are receiving
much-neede- d moisture is a cause for
thankfulness.

, Value Inestimable.
"When one realizes the tremendous

consequences contingent on sufficient
moisture for the prosperity of our
nine and a half million acres sown
to wheat, we can only regard the
present snow-fa- ll as a benefaction. It
might be truthfully said to be of in-
calculable value. Its psychological
effect will be worth a great deal, too,
for we always feel cheerier and more
hopeful .when moisture comes to re-
lieve dry weather. It drives pessi-
mism away. It is well to remember
that the aggregate area sown to wheat
In Kansas this fall exceeds the total
land surface of Massachusetts, Con-
necticut and Delaware combined, and
the importance of timely moisture on
this vast area in relation to the na-
tion's food supply cannot be overem-
phasized. The blanket of snow that
is promised for our . heat now is the
best thing that could happen."

FIRST AIR WOUNDS

Two American Flyers Are
M ounded on West Front.

Are First Casualties for IT. .

Army in a Sky Battle.

Washington, Dec. 7. American
army airmen fighting the German
planes on the western front have suf-
fered their first casualties. Two men,
a corporal and a private, were today
reported wounded.

Xo report of the engagement In
which the Americans were wounded
was forwarded. They are:

Corp. Walter A. Warren, sister, Mrs.
Ida Smith, Dublin, Ga.

Private Edward F. Ebsen, father,
George H. Ebsen. Buffalo, Mo.

J. T. SELLARDSmES
Representative From Dickinson Coun-

ty Meets Death in Topeka Hospital.

Representative J. T. Sellards of
Dickinson county died today at
Christ's hospital. He was one of the
most prominent merchants and busi-
ness men in Solomon, Dickinson coun-
ty, and served his first term In the
house during the 1917 session. ,

Sellards was for a number of years
engaged in the mercantile business in
Solomon. He was also vice president
of the Citizens' State bank and ex-
tensively interested in farm and stock
raising activities. He had been active
in politics in his home county fos a
number of years and was sent to the
legislature last winter. He was a Re-
publican.

A wife and two children, Jean Fran-
cis Sellards and Thomas Sellards, Jr.,
survive the law maker. Mrs. Sellards
and a brother of the dead man came
to Topeka when he was brought here

I several days ago to undergo an oper- -
auon ior Dowel trouoie.

Catastrophes on land sinre 1S00 in
which more than one thousand per-
sons lost their lives :

YEAH PLACE-CAUS- 'KILLED
3w. . Italy, earthquake Utt.nno
VMY2. .Martinique, earthquake-fir- e 40.DOO
IMS.. Italy, earthquake 35,000
lsi'L'. .Aleppo, earthquake 0,OUO
17". .Sau Jose de Cinita, 'quake. 14,000
1857. .Calabria, earthquake 10.000
lsM...Itipan, flood 10,000
lsoi.. Japan, earthquake 10.000
W. .Mendoza, S. A., earthquake 7,000
1!HH. .;aiveston, tidal wave 7,000
lso5..Nnples, earthquake 6.000
1S2!. .Mun ia, earthquake .000
IS-i- .Canton, earthquake H.000
IXTtVt.. Quito, earthquake '. 5,000
lMMi. .China, flood 5.000
lK42.."ape Haitien, earthquake.. 4.000
lL.Scio, earthquake 4.000
lsSN.. China, flood 3,000
1S04.. Venezuela, earthquake .... 3,000
1S07. . Japan, tidal wave S.OOO

1NK9. .Johnstown, Pa. flood 2.275
lsil!.. Austria flood 2.000
17S.. Spain, flood 1,000
lslO. .Japan, flood 1.000
1110. . Costa Rica, earthquake... 1,000

ing fiercely In North Halifax," the dis-
patch concludes.

Saw and Heard Explosion.
The report as given out by the navy

department is as follows:
"The following report was received

from a naval commander at Halifax:
" 'While fifty-tw- o miles at sea the

explosion of a munitions ship was
seen and heard. Upon arrival' assist-
ance was offered to the authorities
and the following learned concerning
the circumstances leading up to the
explosion.

' 'A Belgian relief ship collided with
a French munitions vessel, loaded
with three thousand tons of T. N. T.
and a large quantity of benzine. Due
to the collision the benzine caueht
on fire and as soon as the fire started
the crew abandoned the ship, reach-
ing the shore before the explosion
took place.

Three Ships Were Sunk.
" 'Practically all of North Halifax

was destroyed and all of the windows
and doors in Halifax and Dartmouthwere demolished.

'It is believed here that 5,000 are
dead, but these figures cannot be con-
firmed. The explosion sunk threeships and badly damaged many others.
The ruins of the buildings are nowburning fiercely in North Halifax-- ' "

, Worst Disaster on Continent.
Halifax, Dee. 7. Smouldering ruinsand piles of debris of demolished

houses continued today to give up
their dead victims of yesterday's ex-
plosion aboard the French liner munitio-
ns-laden steamship Monte Blanc,
following a collision in the narrows

(Continued on Page Two.)

AMERICAN GIRLS ESCAPE.

Academy Students Describe Horrible
Scenes Following Explosion.

St. John, N. B., Dec. 7. First refu-gees from the Halifax disaster ar-
rived here today.

The party included Miss CatherineWhite and Miss Dorothy McKenzie,both of Boston. They were in theirclass ' room at St. Vincent academy
when the Mont Blanc blew up in theharbor.

The young women were, uninjured.In a brief account of the explosion,and with the memory of the horrorsshe had witnessed still engraved onher face, Miss White said:
"When the explosion occurred, wewere in our class room and all of asudden there came an awful noise.The building shook like a leaf"We thought some powder planthad exploded. About a minute laterthe full force of the explosion hit usand every window in the buildingcrumbled to nothing but powder.

Fled to the Woods.
"Then came the awful screams andagonized moans of the stricken Wewere ordered to leave the building asthe sisters in charge thought a maga-

zine which was situated near us wouldexplode. We all hurried into thewoods in the rear of our school."About noon, we returned to theacademy. At that time the city wasa mass of flames. Men came to usand begged for cloth for bandages.
We frantically tore up sheets and gave
tttem everything in the place whichwould be of any use.

"By this time loads of dying andinjured were being brought to us inwagons and our sisters began to assistin dressing their wounds.
"Men broke down and sobbed andwomen, shrieking and moaning, weresoon clustered in our damaged butstill intact buildings.
"Many were horribly cut. Women,clasping babies to their breasts,begged for help."

Naval Ships Escape.
Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 7. Naval vesselsin the harbor of Halifax were notdamaged in the explosion of theFrench munitions ship Mont Blancaccording to official messages receivedhere today.
The naval college was in the dangerzone but only three of the cadets wereinjured. The building was not de-stroyed.

RUSS IN RUMANIA QUIT
Slav-Armi- Eager For Armistice

Fraternize With German Enemy.
London, Dec. 7. The Bolsheviki

committees control a majority of theRussian armies in Rumania, accord-
ing to word received here today.

One division of the sixth army, it
was stated, had already signed an
armistice. The Russian armies in
Moldavia and Bukovina on Saturday
openly fraternized with their Germanopponents. German officers even for-
mally dined with Russian officers.

If. Y. Train of 5 Cars Leaves.
New York, Dec. 7. A Red Cross

relief train, bearing medical supplies,
food and clothing and a corps of
nurses left New York at noon today
for Halifax to aid in the rescue work
there. The train was made-u- p of five

RESCUERS WORK THRU NIGHT

Belief Work Handicapped To-

day by Heavy Snow Storm.

Neighboring Towns Send Food,
Blankets and Clothing.

(J. S. SAILORS AMONG DEAD

Report Seeing Bodies Wearing
American Nayy Uniforms.

Hundreds of Injured to Nearby
Towns in Special Trains.

Washington, Dec. T. Promptly re-

sponding to the cry of human suf-
fering from horror stricken Halifax,
the American Red Cross already has
dispatched three special trains two
from Boston and one from New York

and stands prepared to send wore
relief if necessary. The first train out
of Boston last night carried 15 doc-

tors, 30 nurses and large supplies of
medical necessities and carloads of
clothing and bedding and food.

JohnF. Moors will be in charge of
the Red Cross relief work in Halifax.
All supplies will be directed to him
and the work of surgeons, nurses and
social workers will be under his di-

rection. Surgeons and nurses are be-
ing rushed to the scene of devastation
in three trains and more will be sent
forward if Mr. Moors considers them
necessary.

Send Full Hospital TJnit.
From Boston a base hospital unit

has been ordered to Halifax with a
full corps of "surgeons and nurses
whose work will be supplemented by
that of an organized body of social
workers. The train from New York
will not arrive there before midday
tomorrow. ,

The report received by the navy
department that perhaps 5,900 had
been killed by the explosion also was
received by the Red Cross from its

"Teprese-ntatrve- tn Boston who had re-

ceived it "from the military command-
ant there.

Jesse H. Jones, director general of
the military relief of the Red Cross
continued his investigations today of
the conditions in order to do all his
organization can to alleviate the situa-
tion. It was regarded as probable that
other relief trains would be sent soon.
The train ordered from New York
will carrv a greater quantity of sup-
plies than sent on either of these
from New England.

Carloads of Food, Clothes, Etc.
Several carloads of clothing, bed-

ding and foodstuffs have been packed
and a large amount of surgical in-

struments, dressings and other medi-
cal supplies have been included.

Many Fires Still Burning.
Halifax, Dec. 7. Fires are still

burning in the sections of Halifax
which were devastated by yesterday's
disastrous munitions ship explosion. A
heavy snow set in early this morning,
seriously impeding the work of rescu-
ing the injured and recovering Hie
bodies of the dead.

The snowfall, however, comes as an
aid to the firemen in quenching the
flames in ruins. Special trains bring-
ing doctors, nurses and medical sup-
plies arrived here today from Monc-to- n,

Truro and Windsor. Other spe-
cial trains have been sent with in-

jured persons to Windsor and other
places where there 'are large hospitals.

There is wreck and ruin on every
side. Every building in the city is
damaged, glass broken, plaster down,
windows and doors shattered. Busi-
ness is suspended and will be for days.
All schools and colleges have been
closed until after New Year's.

Influx of Refugees at Truro.'
Truro. N. S., Dec. 7. No accurate

statement of the number of persons
killed and wounded as a result of the
blowing up of the French munitions
steamer Mont Blanc in Halifax har-
bor yesterday after collision with the
Belgian relief steamer Imo was avail
able here early today. Estimates made
by hundreds of survivors who came
here during the day and night varied
from 300 to 2,000 killed. The prop-
erty damage chiefly along the water
front and in the manufacturing,
wholesale and residential districts will
reach several millions of dollars.

Truro, a manufacturing town of
6.000 inhabitants, the nearest place of
importance to Halifax, was made a
center of relief activities. It was im-
possible to care for all the injured
persons in Halifax where the hospi-
tals were quickly over burdened, and
a large number were sent to Truro
for treatment. One train brought
two hundred. Arrangements were
made hastily to care for these and to
extend hospitality to the many home-
less men, women and children who
came here as quickly as they could
get away from Halifax. Railway
facilities were taxed to their utmost.
Canadian government railway officials
and employes worked all night and
put into service every available piece
of rolling stock.

Much Suffering In Cold.
Steps were taken today to rush to

Halifax all the food that could be ob-
tained. Refugees said many people
were without food and that the need
of a large supply from outside was
urged. Supplies of clothing and
blankets also were sent forward

Altho the weather remained fair,
the temperature was below freezing
and there was much suffering over
night among the thousands whose
homes had been wrecked. The work
of the railroad men included making
arrangements to expedite the move-
ment across the peninsula of relief
trains from St. Jqhn. N. B., and other

(Continued on Page Two.)

Senate Votes Unanimously, 74

to 0, for War on Anstrla. -

La Follette, However, Leaves
Hall and Doesn't Vote.

HOUSE ALSO PASSED IT TODAY

Socialist London Only House
Member to Oppose It.

Congressmen Desert Seats to
Avoid Hearing His Speech.

No Reference Made in Debate
to Bulgaria or Turkey.

Washington, Dec. 7. The declara-
tion of war on Austria was passed by
both houses of congress today with
brief debate. President Wilson's sig
nature is now the only thing required.

The house accepted the senate reso-

lution.
Washington. Dec. 7. With less

than one hour's debate the senate to
day passed the resolution aeciarms
war on Austria-Hungar- y.

The resolution was adopted by tne
senate unanimously, 74 to 0.

Senators Gronna of Nortn KaKota,
Norris of Nebraska and Vardaman of
TUiKsissinni. who voted against the
German war declaration, supported
the resolutions. Senator La Follette
of Wisconsin left during the speech- -
making and did not cast his vote.

Meanwhile there was every indica-
tion that the resolution would pass
in the house with only one dissenting
vote Representative London, Social-
ist. Members were so sure of that,
they deserted the chamber in droves,
tO' escape the speech-makin- g and re-
turn later for the Voting.

After the house acts the two resolu-
tions will be reconciled or one substi-
tuted for the other.

No time for a vote on the resolution
was set by the house but it was be-
lieved it might be expected before 6
o'clock this evening.

For Unity of'Action.
Debate on the Austria war resolu-

tion began shortly after the senate
convened, unanimous consent being
secured for its immediate considera-
tion. Debate in the house on the res-
olution was opened by Chairman
Flood of the foreign affairs commit-- 1

tee. He asked the house to pass the
resolution unanimously. The declara-
tion, he said, was essential to the wel-
fare of the allies, and further that
Austria in an unrestricted and ruth-
less submarine warfare had sunlc
American ships and murdered Amer-
ican citizens.

Senator Lodge of Massachusetts
scored the Turkish government and
declared that to secure unity, Bulgaria
also should be recognized as a foe.

AUSTRIA ALREADY AN ENEMT.
Senator Stone Briefly Outlines Why

United States Should Declare War.
Washington, Dec. 7. Chairman

Stone of the senate foreign relations
committee today presented the senate
war resolution against Austria-Hungar- y

and moved its immediate adop-
tion. Beside the reasons that Austria
is Germany's active ally and as such,
has committed warlike acts against
the United States, Senator Stone de-
clared that there was the further
reason, that inasmuch as Italy, France
and Belgium comprised one battle
front, American troops might at any
time be facing Austrians.

Senator Stone made no reference to
Turkish or Bulgarian relations.

"In this great world struggle," said
Senator Stone, "all men know of the
intimate and apparently indissoluble
relation between the governments of
Germany and Austria-Hungar- y. In the
progress of events it has become mani .
fest that the United States is inevita-
bly as much at war with Austria-Hungar- y

as with Germany. In the cir-
cumstances it is Impossible that amic-
able relations between the two coun-
tries should be continued.

One Battle Front.
"In the prosecution of the war Ger-

man and Austro-Hungari- troops
are and
On the other hand the United States
is sending troops and supplies to aid
the entente allies, including vast sums
to finance the entente allies, the gov-
ernment of the United States is fur-
nishing men, supplies and money to
all the entente governments; the su
preme war council has been organized
at Paris in which the government of
the United States is authoritatively
represented and in which also Great
Britain, France and Italy are repre-
sented to the allies' forces
with the view to concert and

in the conduct of the war.
"This supreme war council has de-

fined battle fronts in Europe, one of
which has been defined to embrace
France, Belgium and Italy. This
reach is laid out as one continuous
battle front under one general com-
mand.

"The United Ptates is supporting
Italy as wen as England, France and
those countries in like manner are
supporting the United States in the
war thy are all waging against the
imperial German government.

"At that point the United States
offense committed by the Austro-Hunga- ry

is supporting Germany. The
two nations are in close contact and
in open coalition in the conduct of
the war."

BYNG PREPARES

FOR GERMANY'S

GREATEST BLOW

British Seek. Secure Footing to
Withstand Shock.

With Russian Armistice Kaiser
at Zenith of Strength.

WIN BEFORE U. S. COMES!

That Apparently Is Teutonic
Aim in Tew Offensives.

Roches Shell Vacated Positions
Long After British Retreat.

BY WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS. ,

With the British Armies 1ft the
Field, Dec. 7. The British army ex-

pects Germany's biggest and perhaps
its final effort of the war shortly.

General Byng's retirement rom
Bourlon was regarded today as; the
first prime precautionary measure for
the British to withstand such a shock.

As the British see it, Germany is
now at the zenith of her military
power. With Russia out of the war,
Germany is enabled to draw on in-

creased manpower, heretofore feelg
along the Russian lines. She is ap-
parently preparing to throw every
ounce of her strength into a supreme
attempt at a military victory before
arrival of American troops - on the
fighting line.

Nothing to Do But tep Back.
In the Bourlon sector there were

only two alternatives open to General
Byng. One was to push ahead and
the other was to step backward to a
more secure footing. With the Rus-
sian situation permitting the enemy to
mass great forces on the Cambrai
line, the backward: step seemed the
only thing to do.

The withdrawal puts the Briti&h
into a much better posture to receive
the expected attacks. It was carried
out perfectly, so perfectly that the
Germans looked, foolish in their at-
tacks on unoccupied land.

The boches phelled the uninhabi-
ted land and thereabout for hours
with a hurricane barrage. Then they
attacked with dense masses. Their
storming waves found the forest of
Bourlon garrisoned only with the
dead.

Left Nothing Behind.
Patrols from the enemy lines were

cautiously worming their way to the
ruins nearby like wary mice ap-
proaching a suspicious bit of cheese.
One dash of British shrapnel sent
them scurrying back. Then came
thick waves of more German "shock
troops' charging over the crest and
upon both sides of Bourlon. They
were charging positions occupied at
that moment only by-- -, ground rats.
When the boches got there and were
trying to puzzle out the withdrawal,
British guns pelted their closely pack-
ed masses with shells.

The British did not leave a single
piece of material in the evacuated sec-
tion. Even telephone wires were neat-
ly rolled up and taken away. Every
dugout was destroyed.

Today the German airmen were try-
ing in flocks and with all their might
to find out what was occurring behind
Byng's lines of retirement.

FREE RUSS PRISONERS
Austria Doesn't Wait for Formalities

Began 10 Days Ago.

Italian Army Headquarters in
JJorthern Italy, Dec. 7. Austrian
prisoners taken in the last few days
say that the release of the Russian
prisoners held in Austria began ten
days ago. Austria took the initiative
in this, without waiting for Russia to
release Austrian prisoners.

Each Russian prisoner is schooled
carefully in Austria's desire to end
the war, and the whole body of these
Russian prisoners was returned to
Russia as a sort of. a propaganda forterminating the struggle.

ORDERED TO REPORT
Captain Congdon Goes to Washington,

Captain Strickler to Ixmi&ana.

Two Topeka army officers have re-
ceived instructions to report at once
for duty. Capt. Leon G. Congdon,
formerly rtate hotel commissioner, has
already left for Washington, where he
will serve on the general staff of the
surgeon generp of the sanitary de-
partment.

Capt. T. J. Strickler has been or-
dered to report at Camp Beauregard,
Louisiana, not later than Monday. Be-
fore entering the army he was engi- -

, Leer for the state public utilities n.

He is attached to the 114th
1 engineers.

OFFnOAL WAR
STATEMENTS

GERMAN.
Berlin, via London, Dec. T. German

troops stormed La Justice farm and
cleared Martoing of tbe enemy, today's
official statement from tbe Cambrai
front asserted.

North of La Vacqnerie, the German
troops maintained their position. The
enemy penetrated tbem for a time but
were thrown back by counter-attac-

Berlin, via London, Dec. 7. Capture
of Montesisemo and talcing of 4.000 ad-
ditional Italian prisoners, making the
total captured in the Settecommunt
region 15,000, was announced by the
war office today.

FRENCH. -

Paris. Dec. 7. Repulse of two Ger-
man attacking waves which followed a
violent bombardment around Bezon-Vttu- x

and Beaumont, on the right bank
of tne Meu se, wa s a it nou need in to-
day's offieinl statement. The attack-er- a

were thrown back in fierce French
defensive fire.

ActfVe artillerying was reported along
the Rhone-Rhin- e canal region.

Paris, Dec. 7. Some Rumanian
troops are joining with the Russians in
armistice negotiations with Ixerinans,
it was officially announced today.

The Rumanian war office statement,
received hare, stated that where Rus-
sian commanders had proposed an
armistice on fronts held in part by
Rumanians, it had been decided tbe
Rumanians should be associated with
their allies in the armistice.

Hostilities have' stopped on all
fronts, it was asserted.

TO ZERO TONIGHT

Real Winter Weather IJeaded
,1 for Kansas Today.

White Blanket Worth Millions
' to Wheat Crop.

The temperatures for the day fur-
nished by the local office of the United
States weather bureau:

7 o'clock 19 11 o'clock 17
8 o'clock 17 12 o'clock 18
9 o'clock 17 1 o'clock 18

10 o'clock 17 2 o'clock 18
The temperatures for the day aver

aged 16 degrees below normal, but this
afternoon the average below normal
was 26 degrees. One and one-ha- lf

inches of snow had fallen by 2 o'clock,
registering aj .1 of an inch of mois-
ture. A bitter twelve-mil- e wind was
blowing from the north, causing the
snow to swirl and eddy thru the
streets.

Topeka and Kansas will shiver In
the first zero weather of the winter
tonight, L.ocal Meteorologist Flora an-
nounced this morning. The tempera-
ture began falling shortly after 7
oclock and was on the gradual de-

scent all day.
A 26 below zero cold spell that Is

holding the northwest in its grip is
moving straight for Kansas and is
scheduled to reach this state by to-
night. The wind this morning was
blowing seven miles an hour from the
northeast but was scheduled to switch
to the northwest this afternoon. The
temperature was practically stationary
ail night, remaining around the IS
mark, but at 7 o'clock this morning it
rtarted down and the mercury stood
at 17 at 9 o'clock.

The snow that began falling early
this morning was general all over the

(Continued on Page Two.)

NO OAS TONIGHT!

Kansas Natural Admits Condi-

tion Most Serious.

Many Breaks in Pipe Line
Partly Responsible.

Gas in burners all over Kansas will
flicker and go out tonight. The Kan-
sas Natural Gas company, in a tele-
gram to the State Journal today, is-

sued an official warning of low pres-
sure, saying:

"With zero temperature predicted
tonight In many places it will be im-
possible to increase gas pressures and
the entire situation Is very serious.

"There has been no chance to build
up a supply since the many breaks
last week and the new Osage-Homi-

line is breaking daily under strain im-
posed by heavy demand. y

"It is with regret the company re-

iterates its announcement that new
supplies would not be ready to meet
the inevitable cold days of early De-
cember, but it is desired to assure the
public that everything possible is be-
ing done to complete construction and
make available additional supplies."

Gas pressure in Topeka was low ail
day today, and was low Thursday
night. Indications are that there will
be but little for cooking and lighting
purposes tonight. Gas for fuel pur-
poses tonight will be out of the ques-
tion.

Coffee urns heated by gas in Topeka
restaurants have rivaled the Arctic
ocean in the last two days. Thera was
absolutely no gas available for heat-
ing in down town restaurants Thurs-
day until nearly 11 o'clock. Condi-
tions were not improved much today.
In cafeterias coffee was heated in the
kitchen and then placed in pans of
hot water to retain the heat.

WOP. hnow IS manump; wnu -

of white Rreat blackened areas where
"the flames have swept, hiding un-

known horrors beneath. Hospitals
tire crowded with moaning wounded.
A hitter wind is sweeping through
shattered windows and ruined houses.

The police estimate of 2,000 dead
is the latest statement of the death
toil. An equal Imount of seriously
injured are being cared for. A United
States navy officer places the estimate
at 5,000 dead.

Exhausted relief parties are dig-
ging desperately in the confusion of
debris, hoping to find among those
buried, some still breathing. Many
of the rescuers have toiled ceaseless-
ly since yesterday morning, when the
French munitions ship, Mont Blanc,
blew up after colliding with a Belgian
relief vessel and its exploding cargo
of T. N- T. spread death broadcast.

Stories of Terrible Kxpcrlcnces.
Amid the chaos of destruction,

grief, pain and sorrow,. which is
sweeping the city, a few episodes
mre horrible than the rest stand
out in all their frightfulness.

Beneath one pile of wreckage lay
a girl, imploring God to end her
agony- The rescuers worked fever-
ishly to reach her, butw hen the last
timber lifted, the girl was dead.

Five little children were borne ten-
derly into one of the hospitals, i A
short time later five little corpses
were borne out.

A woman wandered among the
de:d. She peered at face after face.
When she found the one she sought
she lay down beside the body. All
she wanted was to stay there and die
beside her loved one.

Kcllef Workers Swamped.
Word was received here today that

all the hospital resources of the mili-
tary establishment of Canada had
been placed at the disposal of the
shattered city. Tents, blankets, cots,
and all the necessities that have been
assemble" for the Dominion's wound-
ed soldiers may be drawn upon for
the Halifax sufferers. Great quanti-
ties of these supplies are being rushed
here and the Canadian Red Cross is
to take charge

The surgical workers here are over-
whelmed.

Halifax faces another appalling
night of darknesg and terror. Added
to this is the storm. Houses which
remain standing are crowded with
shelterless.

Many people, their faces grim
masks of grief, are wandering about
the streets or clambering over the
wreckage hunting friends.

Washington, Dec. 7. Five thou-
sand are believed to have been killed
in the explosion in Halifax harbor and
the fire which swept North Halifax
and Dartmouth, N. S., according to

reaching the navy department early
today. The navy dispatch said these
figures had not been verified, how-
ever.

The report, which came from a na-
val commander who witnessed the ex
plosion from a point fifty-tw- o miles
off Halifax and later proceeded to the
harbor to render aid, said that all of
North Halifax was destroyed, threeships sunk and many others damaged.
"The ruins of buildings are now burn- -

FACTORY FIRE HERE

Blaze Does Small Damage in McEn-tlr- e

Mattress Plant Today.

Fire, cause unknown, broke out
shortly before 11 o'clock this morning
in the excelsior room of the McEntire
Bros, spring, bed and mattress fac-
tory 227-- 9 Quincy street.

C. L. Franklin; manager, asserted
that the blaze was checked before ma-
terial damage was done. The fire to-
day was the third or fourth at the fac-
tory in the last year, officials of the
firm said.

JUST AS HE LIVED

Scott Hopkins Was Laid to Rest by
Friends In All Simplicity.

A very simple funeral marked the
passing of Scott Hopkins, prominent
Topeka banker, who died a few days
ago. He was buried in Mt. Hope
cemetery. Dr. S. S. Estey of the First
Presbyterian church aa in charge of
the funeral and he delivered the fu-
neral address, to a gathering of hun-
dreds of Hopkins friends.

Among the more notable floral of-
ferings were pieces from the Bank of
Topeka, the Scottish Rite Masons and
the Rotary club.

Aviator Dies of Injuries.
Dallas, Dec. 7. Sergt. F. G. Hill,

aviator of the Royal Flying corps,
stationed at Fort Worth, who was in-

jured Wednesday in a fall in an air-pla-

at Duncanville. died in a local
hospital this morning. Physicians say
Lieut. E. D. McFarland. injured in the
same accident, likely will recover.


