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Janet's Hair.
o —
Ci)"h! lopsen t:w s;mo:!‘ thl‘ you wear, Jum-t!,
‘L mo tangle a hand in you hﬂ' my pet;
For the wnglul to me hns ‘g Intior « ght
Than your brown hair be our shounlders white,
As I tangled a hand in yelar Y put,

It was brown, with a golden gloss, Janet,

1t was finer than silk of v ﬂml, my pet;

‘T'was a beantiful mist, falling down on your wrist
‘Twas a thing t be bralded and Jewelled and kissed
“T'was the lovellest halrin (he world, my pet,

My arm was the arm of a elown, Janet,

[t was sineuy, bristled and brown, my pet;

But wrrmly and softly it loved to caress

Your round white neck, and your wealthi of tre<s,
Your benntifnl plenty of hair, my pet.

Your eyes had a swimming gloss, Janet,

Revealing the dear old atory, my pet !

They were gray with that oned tinge of the sky,
When the tront leaps (Lulot_aat 10 snap the fy,

Aad they matehed with your golden hair, my pet.

Your lips—but [ have no words, Janet—

They were fr-sh as the twitter of birds, my pet:
When the sprln? is yonng and the roses wet
With dewdrops fn sach hosom set

And they sulted vour gold brown hair, m v pet.

Oh ! vou tangled my life In your halr, Janet !
*‘Twas a sitken and golden shnve, my pet

But so gentle the hondage, my soul did implore
The right 1o continue a 8 ave evermors,

With iny fingers enmashed fn your halr, my pet.
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Thus ever 1 dream that you weare, Janet,
With gour lips, and your éyes, and your hair, my pet;
In the darkened and desolate yeurs 1 moan,
And my tears fnll bitterly over the stone
That covers yvour golden hsir, my pet.
+*0

Matrimonial Lunacy. '

Those who lived in [linois in the early days of the |
Suoker State, have doubt!ass seen or heard of Judge Wil- |

Kinsoa, who prosided on cus-of Sho castorn oirewits, and + riated, ‘of cowrme

whose peculiarities and eccentricities were oft food for the |
mirth and pleasure of the members of the bar. His
Honor was one of the most agreeable, genial, and amiable |
of men, but fate had nuited him to a lady possessing en-
tirely the opposite characteristies. Those who visited the
Judge—who was exceedingly proud of company—and
were witnesses of Mrs, W.'s curt ill humor and peevish-
ness, wondered how the husband could have managed w
live with her for thirty years. It can only be explaned,
I presume, on the ground that * use doth breed a habit
in & man,’’ and that if one had ever been accustomed to a
boil on the neck, its absence would occasion distress.
Well, on one ocoasion, when the Judge was presiding, a
case of horse-stealing came up before him. The prisoner
did nov appear to be of the criminal class, and the benech

seemed to regard him with favor from the commencement

of the trial. The prosecuting attorney broughe forth his
witnesses to prove the ownership of the horse, that it
was taken on a certain night from the proprietor’s stable,
and was found in the custody of the prisoner on the en-
suing day. The case looked very alear in favor of a eon-
viction. But Dick Fleming, the defendant's couusel,
knew Jnd‘fe Wilkinson tho , and he well under-
stood the domestio career of the prisoner at the bar; so,
when he rose to address the court on behalf of his client,
he stated he should put in a plea of matrimonial insanity.
*¢ Matrimonial insanity ¥’ said the Judge. *‘ Matrimoui:l
insanity "’ echoed the prosccuting attorney. * Yes, [
put in & plea of matrimonial insanity,” exclaimed Dick,
“ Matrimonial insanity,” again remarked the Judge, ap-
parently musing ; ““this is a novel defense, but let us hear
the evidence.” The names of six or seven witnesses were
then called, and one of these was soon up for examiuation.
“ Do you know the prisoner at the bar?’ gqueried Flem-
ing. * Yes; I have known him for the past ten years."
“ During this time how often has he been marrvied ?’ - He
has had six wives—he now lives with the sixth.” * Are
you aware of the character, manuers, and habits of the
indies he marvied®’ “ Well, if aither one of them was
better than the other [ am not aware of it, They were
all a sorry lot.”"  * l{ave you been frequently at the house
of the prisoner during these ten years?' * Quite fre-
quently ; he is a relative of mine.”” ** Now, you say these
‘adies were a ‘sorry lot.” What do you mean by that ex-
pression "’ Why, they kept the man constantly in hot.
water by their peevish, scolding, and quurrelsome diiposi-
tions.'"  Other witnesses testified, and gave almost equiv-
alent answers, and Ned stating that his testimony was all
in, rose to address the court. e dilated at length upon
the mmninﬁ of woman evinced in drawing men into the
mattimonial noose, and the wondrous change which came
over her when she had ensnared her victim, and warmly
he coutended his client was a lunatic—that he could not
be a free agent or a responsible being to be gulled by such
Xantippes iu ten years. It was very evident that Judge
Wilkinson lent a willing ear to this t, for his sum-
ming up wis deohia::lémhmr of the prisoner. * Gentle-
men of the jury,” said be, in concl his charge, ‘‘this
court has had a4 certain smwount of matrimonial experience
with one female, and suoh experience, it must be con-
fessed, mnosmm«swm;
but here is & man who, according to the tes y, has |
been so blind, imbecile, and idiotic, as to marry, in ten |
years, six horrible scolds & wa. For so doing [
olass him as a natural fool, a ) if he possessed any |
intelligence, the dwelling with ‘women must have
destroyed that. The plea of the ocounsel for the defense |
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is xound in law and equity, and I charge you to bring in a persens, and our bonds in our &

verdict of acquittal.” A verdist was found in accordance
with the views of the conrt,
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Early Debt-Colleeting in California.

The Golden State iz fast Decoming one of the staid sis-
ters of the Union, with all the steady habits pertaining to
New England and the middle sections of the country, but
in 1850 it was aland of wild romance, of daring deeds, of
terrible erimes, and rapidly following punishments,
“*Jack,"" said I. while conversing with a gentleman frignd
from the West, the other evening at the Astor, “‘I believe
you were in California in 1850  ** You are right there,
old fellow, I was; Those were lively times, you het—such
sudden wealth, such quick succeeding poverty, such reck-
less gambling, such horrible murders, such infernal steal-
ing and swindling. ['tell you I had some rough experi-
ences duriag those times, but perhaps none more execiting
than the part I enacted once in collecting some debts dne
by a rascally banking house, Would you like to hear the
yarn 2'' ¢ By all means, let me have it,”’ | answered.
“ Well, I had been up to the mines, and had acenmulated,
in two years, ten thousand dollars,—there were rich dig-
gings in those days—and had deposited it with the bank-
g house aforesaid. Remaining at the mines till 1 had
mude about two hundred dollars more, [ resolved on re-
turning to the ‘States.” A number of companions, who
had worked with me, who had deposited funds with the
same coneern, determined on embarking on the same
steamer for the Atlantie coast. We started on our jour-
ney from the mines, bul, ere reaching Sacramento, the
startling news had been borne to that eity that our bank-
ing house had gone by the board—that it had closed its
doors, claining to be atterly bankmpt, and refused pre-
emptorily to pay ene dollap to its depositors. Think of
it, the funds of our entireé party goune after these years of
labor, and all prospect of wisiting our native homes, with

8, ab once destroyed. We were infu-
arly as we falt annfiddent that
old D——, the head of the institution—from some rumors
of his proceedings, which had been borne to the miners—
was an unmitigated meeal.  George Harkness was one of
onr party—I[ don’t know if you ever met George in
Frisco-—and a more shrewd, resolute, determined, dare-
devil, honest fellow, never stepped in leather, and he said.
on our way to the coast, ** Boys, I'll be damned if' I don't
believe our gold is in old r—="5 safe at this moment, but
it will go out in the steamer on which we proposed to em-
bark, and.’ turning to me, he continued : ‘ Jack, | wish
you and the other boys to go with me to the bank on our
arriving in Frisco. Before we start, [ want your books
showing the exact amount due you by the bank, I'll be
the captain, and you, Jack. shall be first lieutenant. and
we'll see what luck will do for us.,” We all heartily in-
dorsed George's plan, and on the next morning, after ar-
rival at San Francisco, baving been well washed and
dressed in good shape., Geovge, mysell, and our fellow
miners, walked round to the banking house. Notices of
its suspension were posted on the door and ahout the
building, and a crowd of indignant depositors were stand-
ing around it.  George elbowed his way through these,
for he was a very hercules in strength, and ‘spoke as one
having authority,’ and [ followed him, the balance of our
party standing back. George rang at the door. A waiter
came ‘Is Mr, D——in? [ have a letter for him from
the Governor of the State'—George had prooured an offi-
cial envelope, addressing it to the banker—‘and [ am di-
rected to deliver it to him in person, and at once ; and in
my company here you see an old triend, well acquainted
with Mr, D—=." George held up the letter, the words
‘Executive Department' were doubtless seen upon it—he
spoke through a door having a wire grating.: The door
was openad, George and myself entered and it was speedily
pushed to. Back the three of us walked to where the
banker sat in his private room, the door of whioh Llark-
ness immediately closed and locked. The banker sprang
to his feat, and Jeo instantly drew his navy revolver.
“Take a seat, sir, and keep quiet, or by —— vou're a dead
man. Jack, attend to that servant, and ['ll care for our
dear banker.” Again Harkness spoke, walking close up
to D—— his weapon bearing on the banker's head ;
‘Open it, [ say,” he thundered out, pointing to the safe, as
he placed the pistol within three inches of D——'s brain,
Like one in a dream the order was obeyed by the financier,
and soon wide open stood the doors of that hage -afe.
‘' Well,’ exclaimed Goorge, ‘Do you, Jack, and Mr, D—-'s
man, take out what you find in that safe, and lay it on
this large, green-covered table, and I'll stand guard over
the entire opposing parties.” Harkness was just as cool as
if engaged in any ordinary business. That safe was a
bonanza, [ tell you, There was over two hundred thous-
and dollars in gold coin, and double that amount in for-
oign bonds. ‘Now,' said George, taking out from his
pookets our deposit books, * we will e one general
oheok u Mr. D—— I find there is due thirty-eight
thousand five hundred dollars. We will receive from you,
Mr. D thirty thousand dollars in bounds, on account
of convenienve in handling, with eight thousand tfive hun-
dred dollars in gold coin, Jack, count out the Londs,
estimating them at four dollars and eighty-four cents per
pound, then weigh the k{i and you must then exhibit
the deposit books, and E; Mr, D—— soe that everything
is done in an honest and honorable manner.” [ oarri
out the programme as directed. My last work was to bal-
anoce the deposit books and hand thom to the banker. The
gold, from
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cont pockets. Just as
we were ready to depart, Harkr tarned in a polite
manner to the financier, and remarked : ‘ Mr. D——, this
system of colleeting debts is not usual, but wonderfuily
effective. Now, keep quiet; and you and the balance of
your funds may be safe, but if you raise a noise, T will
return with the an crowd now outside, and you will
probably be killed, and all your funds certainly be cleaned
ont. Do you understand me, sir?" The banzar nodded,
and told the servant to go with us to the door. And thus
we seoured our debts, though [ have always blamed
Geovge for not telling the outsiders to adopt his system of
collecting, for the amount taken by our party was all ever
obtained from that rascally banker by his depositors.”’
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RUBIES.
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Interesting Gosgip Concerning thesa Beautiful
Gems. '

(From the London Court Journal. ]

The raby is 8o called from the redness whieh commoniy
characterizes this exquisite gem. Like the sapphire and
the Oriental topaz, it belongs to the class styled corundum,
the members of which are alike in eosmposition, though
different in eolor and m quality., The true ruby or sap-
phire, is said to be the most valuable of gems when of

largae size, good eolor, and free from fault, 8o that it ex-
ceeds even the diamond in value, It is harder than any
other known substance except the diamond, which alone
among precious stones it will not ent. It is susceptible
of electricity by frietion, and retains it for some hours ; it
also possesses donble refraction in a slight degree. Oe-
casionally specimens are asterizted, as in the case of what
are known as star sapphires. Though it caunot be fused
by itself, in combination with a flux it may be melted into
a clear glass. Mr. Streeter deseribes its color as carmine,
cochineal, or pigeon’s blovd, and rose-red, often with a
play of violet. 2 " _
: ’lyh'a finest rubies are found in Ava, Siam and P
 others ave found in Iudia, Ceylon, Brazil, Austtalia, I
' nea, Sumatra, and some placeson the continent of K
The Burmese mines have long heen famous ; the working
of them is a royal monopoly, and the king bas, among other
titles, that of Lord of the Rubies, The Brazilian ruby is
declared to be a pink topaz, inferior to the trae ruby, yel-
low in its natural state, and eolored artificially. [t is, un-
fortunately, beyond the power of ordinary chasers to pro-
nounce any critical opinion upon rubies, except as
their appearance, size and oolor, the best golor being that
known as pigeon’s hlood, which is a pure, deep, rich red,
quite free from bine or yellow.

Speaking of the value of the ruby, Mr. Emaauel ob-
serves that the rare oecurrence of the desired vivid pig-
eon’s blood eolor of any size causes the price to increase
in an even greater proportion than the diamond, For
stones of the finest quality he supplies the following val-
aations : One carat is worth £14 to £20; one and a half,
£33 to £37 ; two, £70 to £89; shree, £300 to £350 ; fb%
£400 to £450. Under one carat the price ranges from
to €3 per carat, and over four carats what is a fanoy

 price is commanded.  After all, perhaps it may have been
truly said of rubies in general, that wnen they exceed one
carat in weight no definite price can be given as a guide to
the purchasers. _

Mr. Streeter states that when a perfect ruby of five
carats is brought into the market, a sum several times as
great as that offored for a diamond of the same weight
will be bid for it ; if it reaches several carats it is almost
invaluable. : !

Yet rubies of a much lavger-size are in existence, An
Indian prinoce had one of near twenty-four carais, and it
was bought for 1581 weight of gold. Catharine of Rus-
sia had in ber crown a ruby as large as a pigeon’s ;
and there is said to have been one in Paris which we
1064 ecarats. That of Catharine appears to be still in the
Russiau treasury. Others might be mentione<, especially
that among the French erown jewels, which is cut into
the form of a dragon with outspread wings. The finest

specimens, of course, are the monopoi{l of princes and

persons with princely fortunes. Even these may, never-
theless. be sometimes deceived, for we are told that two
large stones shown as rabies among Her Majesty's jewels
at the Exhibition in 1302 ave simply spinels,and therefore
neither rare nor pregious.

Rubies may be fauity, in other words, may have flaws,
specks, a silky or milky or a tint which istoo
davk, or too light. But faShion goes for something, and
violet or pale-colored rubies may sometime rise very much
in value. The lmuu;) ;oi;;l:llehm tfluctuation ave those of the
renowned pigeon's ue.

The best mbigs mho si cut in !E::t mixed or half
brilliant style, but when ¥, imperiect or _
they will be met with an caboohan, or with a reunded tog,
like earbuncles.

Lmitations of the ruby are made, and for a time look
well, and even veal rubies of small size have been producsd
artificially.

The rab mn'ibesot. oither alone or in gmu p8, or in
com‘unotioi with other precim;‘“ stones, Fe t{iohm have

& more admirable appesrance | wmmw a
ruby is surroanded gy diamonds, hen set round with
pearks of fine quality the etfect is also admirable, h
some vbject to it, a8 they say the red of the rubies
from the more quiet luster of the pearls, We do not
think look s0 well in eoanection with the emerald,
oolored gems.

¢ bags, was placed in our belts arouud our | the or other
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