The Insolence of Official Position.

[ can never forget the amusing remark once made in
my hearing by a private, during the war, who had been
tyrannized over by a captain he had ardently aided in
choosing.,  ** Why,”" said he, ' does it make a cursed fool
of many a good fellow to eleot him a captain 2 1 did
not answer the query, but mentally said @ “* My friend,
your captain was and is a vecy little fellow menzally, and
his self-importance, when he stands on the pedestal of a
captain, brings him, in his own estimation, far above the
level of ordinary men, e never has read, probabiy, the
lines of the poet :

EEmes are plgimtes still (hotgh perolied on Alps

Aud pyramids wee pyramids (o vile
Pomposity and insolence are the double hedges which
ignorance builds around it to prevent the discovery of the
weakuess ol the fortifiention.  Men traly wise and learned
~honest men, whom Bulwer terms *‘ The gentlemen of
nature "'—need none of these barriers. Benjamin Frank
lin, the printer, the philosoplier, the patriot, the idol of
France and America, was as geuial and approachable
while Minister to France, or when Postmaster-General,
as any ordinary eitizen. John Marshall, America's ablest
jurigt, while Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States, would spend an evening socially in the
sittimg-room of a Virginia tavern, couversing freely with
the people on every-day topics : and Silas Wyright, New
York's great Senator, would work in his hay tield with
other laborers, and when oon time eame, would expouand
to his companions the nature of our political institutions,
and general knowledge on interesting subjects. A Frank-
lin, & Marshall, or a Wright needed no hedgze to prevent
familiarity. The closer you approached them, the nearer
the clouds they rose. Methinks here are noble examples
a few of our prominent officials might more closely imi-
tate. They appear to forget that they are mere instra-
mentalities to accomplish temporary purposes and then
subside into obscurity. It is recorded of & certait Persian
King that, having been chosen to his alevated place solely
through his intelligence and virtue—for bis wardrobe was
oft scanty and tattered —he ever kept those garments in
view to remind him of his former humble position ; so it
would be advisable for the American office-holder over to
bear in mind that his official promineace grows out of
popular favor, and when that is lost, on hi« retiringe to
private life, he will sink into a condition of eontempt if
his public career hias been unmanly and tyrannieal.
ORDERLY SERGEANT
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The French Army.

This year nearly 800,000 Frenchmen will actually serve
with the colors for a longer or shorter period. Of these
470,000 helong to the active army, 144 570 men and 2,850
officers to the reserve of the active army and 117,800 men
and 6,820 officers to the territorial army. The armed for-
ces of the republic consist of the active army, in which a
man serves, nominally, for five years: of the reserve of
the active army, into which the soldier passes on the com-
pletion of his tive years’ service in the active army, and
in whick he remains for four vears: of the territorial
army. into which men pass after completing their service
in the reserve, and in which they serve for five years ; and
of the reserve of the territorial army, into which men are
passed for six vears after serving their five years in the
territorial army. The active army, consequently, compnri-
ses five classes of yearly contingents of recruits ; the re-
serve, four ; the territorial army, five, and the reserve of
the latter, six classes. Of the five classes of the active
army four are actually present with the colors: of the
four classes of the reserve the class composed of the re-
eruits who joined the active army in 1872 will be cailed
out for 28 days’ training, during which time they will take
part in the annual autumn manoeuvers, while a portion of
two classes of the territorial army—the classes composed
of the recrunits who joined the active army in 1866 and
1867—ave at the present time embodied for thirteen days’
training. The reserve of the territorial army is, there-
fore, the only component of the armed forces of France
of which no portion will be exercised this year : and, as
none of its members have ever been called out, it mnst
for the present be regarded as a paper force only, Next
year and every year afterward two classes of the territorial
army will be required to temporarily rejoin the oolors, so
that every year nearly a million men will be actnally
drilled and exercised in France,
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The Soldiers’ Home, near Washington.

The President's family remove to the Old Soldiers
Home within a fow days, There are fow more delightful
parks in the country than this, which belong to the oid
soldiers, and is kept up by monthly contributions by the
soldiers of the regalar army. There are nearly a thou-
sand acres in the park, and the buildings and drives are
very handsome. There are ten miles of drive, and about
a dozen baildings, The Home was started by General
Soott with $300,000 pillage money levied by him on the
City of Mexico. It is a question of economy that takes
Mr. Hayes to this delight(u! park. He has all the advan-
tages of a prineely eountry residence, without expenss
The grounds ave kopt in order by the old soldiers, and the
house was built and furnished by the monthly tax of twelve
conts a mouth on the soldiers in the army, and this fund
keeps it in repair, and furnishes also stabling for the Pres-
ident’s horses, and vegetables fir his tabl:. The Presi-
deot receives only $50,000 a year ; the private soldiers re-
ceive $13 u month. 1 understand that the Secretary of
War and his family will kiadly oceupy one of the hand-
some cottages, owaned by the soldiers, this summer. The
soldlers, who surcender their pensions when they enter
this home, and get their tobacco and postage stamps by
selling canes and working as they may on the place, must
foel sn houest conceir in entertainiug the President and
Seoretary of War grstuitous!y during the summey months.
At the contemplation of such a privilege each one mnust
exclaim, with 8ir Joseph Porter, “‘My bosom swells with
pride. "

-

AT the funeral of General Shiclds, in Missouri, the two
swords prosented to him by the States of [linois and South
Carolina for galantryin the Mexican war were crossed over
the ocoffin, The gift of [llineis cost $2,000 and that of
South Carolina $85,000, and both are richly studded with
Jewels. It is a remurkable fuot in connection with the vi-
cissitudes of the old hero that these swords were for a long
time in pawn at aoe of the Carrollton banks for money to
keep the General from actual suffering

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

Good News for Soldiers—~An Important Pension
Act.

The following is the act of Congress piassad at the recent

Cxtra session, and approved June 21, 1878, which has ref
erence to payment of arvearnges, examination of pensions,
&e., and about which we have many inguiries

That sections forty
seven hundred and seventy-two, and forty-seven hundred
and saventy-three, of the Revised Statutes of the United
States, providing for biennial examinations of pensioners,

are hereby repealed: Pronidad, That the Commissioner of

Pensions shall have the same power as heretofore to order
special examinations, whenever, in his judgment, the same
may be necessary, and to inerease or reduce the pension
according to rvight and justice: but in ne
gion be ;!‘;!‘f'rr?'.”;!r;".r'- or re rfv;r‘p'-f gl_\(pf-l]!‘ 1;“.,«..-;

vane aliall a DETi-
notiee o the pen-
stoner and a hearing upon sworn testimony, except as to
the eertificate of the examining surgeon. [In order to pro-
vide for the speedy payment of arrearages of pensions. the
Secrevary of the Treasnry is hereby authorized and di
rected to issue immediately in payment thereof, as they
may be adjusted, the legal-tender currency, now in the
United States Treasury, held as a special fund for the re-
demption of fractional eurrency under section one of joint
resolution number seventeen of the Congress of the United
States, approved July twenty-second, eighteen hundred and
seventy-six ; and fractional currenay prasented for redemp-
tion shall be redeemed in any moneys in the Treasury nol
otherwise appropriated.

Our next number will embrace an aditorial in regard to
this bill,

-
Tho Three Months Extra Pay 1o Mexican
Veterans.

Some of our old Mexiean soldiers wish

text of the bill makiong this graat.

i see the firee
Herve it is ;

)r;'t’ 'hl' :")ri‘:'-'."_.? ’-.', the Senuale L/ 'Jd ]{n‘,; B ,:)‘r' [{g|;|r,_-4|-:;-.f,‘-.‘?'_ a1
of the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled,
That the Seccetary of the Treasury be and he is hereby,
directed, ont of any moneys i8 the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, to pay to the officers aud soldiers “‘en-
gaged in the military service of the United States in the
war with Mexico, and who served out the time of their
engagement or were honorably discharged,” the three
mounths’ extra pay provided for by the act of July nine-
teenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and the limita-
tions contained in said act, in all cases, npon the presen-
tation of satisfactory evidence that sard extra compensa-
tion has not been previously received ;: Provided, That the
provisions of this act shall include also the officers, petty-
officers, seamen, and marines of the United States Navy,
the Revenue Marine Service and the officers and soldiers
of the United States Army employed in the prosecution
of said war.

Approved, February 19, 1879,
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Anti-Dyspeptic.

A wosAN cured her husband of staying out of night by
going to the door when he came home., and whispering
through the keyhole, *Is that you William?' Her hus-
band’s name is John, and he stays at home every night
now, and sleeps with one eye open and a revolver under
his pillow,

SCIENCE now says that kissing on the lips must be abol
ished in the interests of health. Most potent, grave
and reverend seigniors, scholars and philosophers, there
are moments that you know nothing of, when a man don't
care two cents for science, and when he is going to plant
kisses where they belong, if the laws of health are ripped
from Alpha to Beersheba.

CounsernL had been questioning a certain witness named
Gunn, and in closing, he said to him: “Mr. Guon, you can
now go off. ©  The judge ou the bench, seeing the pun,
gravely added: **Sir, vou are discharged
explosion in court immediately ensued.

Butehier: “*Come, John, be lively now: break the bones
in Mr. Williamson's chops and put Mr. Smith’s ribs in the
basket for him."" John (briskly:) “All rightsir, just as soon
as I've sawn off Mes, Murphy's leg.”

Of Gourse, an

Mrs., Partington says the only way to prevent steam-
boat explosions is to make engineers bile the water on shore.
[n her opinionall the bustin’ is done by cooking the stéam
on board.

“Sure, an’ it wasn't poverty that drove me from the old
country,”” said Micheel the other day, ‘““for my father had
twenty-one yoke of oxen and cows, aud they all gave milk
the year rennd.”

AN lowa girl received a proposal from an admirer in
Nebraska, and her response was, *‘Come on w.th you;:
minister.””

A wealthy bank ofticer, on beiug applied to for sid by a
needy Irishmen, answered petulantly: No, no: I can't help
you 1 havetiftysuch applicantsas you everyday.”” *‘Shure,
yvé mighi have a hundred without costing you muach. il no-
body gets more than [ do,”

was the response

A Virginia negro boy, who pro®ssed to be dreadfully
afraid of cholera, took to the woods to avoid it, and there
was found asleep. Belng asked why he went to the woods,
he said: ““To pray.”” “But" said the overseer. “*how is it
that you went to sleep?”’ “*Don’'t know, massa, ‘zaoly,
responded the negro: “but spect I must have overpraved
myself

AN old farmer in England hugely puzzied by our meteor
ologieal reports and transatlantic propbecies concerning
the weather, is sail to have delivered himself of the fbl-
lowing astounding sentiment: **Well, sir, I did not mind
the weather 30 much when it was arranged and ordered by
Providence, but now that it has been handed over to them
interfering Yankees, why, be hanged ¥ [ can stand it."

Farrg may be able to remove s mountain, but when a
woman takes her Knitting and pateh-work and visits hex
neat door neighbor, it will take a derrick as well as faith to
remove her to her own house in time to prepars hier hos
band's dinner,

A LITTLE girl was asked by her mother on her return
from churel how she liked the preacher, “*Diden’t like him
at all.”” was the veply. “Why?!" asked her mother. *'Cause
he preached till he made me sleepy, and then hollered so
lond that he wosldn't let me go to sleep.’

-

seven hundred and seventy-one, forty -

Qur Flag.

Ifthere is a statute, imperitively demanded, among
the laws of the United States, at this time. it is one
which will prevent the svmbol of our nationality
and freedom, from constant desecration. Really, it
would appear as if gome of our people were so given
to greed, as to sacrifice 'll‘l"l'nl"\'. as well as u:'liinary
Liook at
our newspapers displaving the American Flag, on
which is printed, “ GGo to Moses Abraham’'s for your

Clothing ™

patriotism, to gratify their covetousnesss.

s¢e pasted on walls and fences, our na-
tional emblem in colors, on which are the words :

Hop Bitters ! Hop Bitters —Buy Hop Bitters ;"
behold on the stars and stripes, painted on the rocks,
bv the <ide of I‘:tiI“'!.l}'.-, g Tl‘.‘ .\Iilil.'a".s".-\ Ague
THIIE!‘ . T!il'.-:-

upon the flag as

mercenary scamps look altogether
an advertizing medium, The eye
will naturally rest upon the emblem and when it
does, the "I'!I.hillf_’ and }}iTI“l"\ and ague tonie med-
eine words will be

read. The eurrent of l'lllrlit‘

opinion is all
The

fined, if

wrong, in
who thus

regard to this subjeet.

man,

should be

expatriated from the

treats the flag,
not imprisoned or
land he dishonors. There are idiots, who smirk
when the sacredness of our flag is spoken of
Such beings are destitute of those loftier and nobler
attributes, which men are supposed to possess and
not brates. What is our flag? A few stripes of
red and white bunting. with a vard of blue, on
which ave attached white stars ? Yes, it is, to baser
only this. But to
meaning, it

teails

and meaner minds who

iz the emblem of our

those
understand its true
When it

receives a blow-—it

freedom in the dust. that freedom

is the emblem of our nationality
—when it ig lowered our national pride is humii-
iated—it is the emblem of all that is loved and ven-
erated in our land, our homes and firesides. our froe
churches and schools-—all that A merica cherishes.
And, then, too, what
What land displays cne so
beautiful and with such a history ? It sprang from
£

the coat-of-arms of the Washington family. Wash-

as the best gifts of Heaven

a flag we can boast of!

ington. of

whom Lord Byron wrote :

Where may the weary eye repose,
When gazing on the grest,

Where neither guilty glory glows
Nor despicable stite !

Yes, one, the firat, the kst, the beat,
The O nelnnatus, of the West,
Whom envy dared not hate :

Bequeathed the name of Washington,
Lo make men blush there was but one.

How fitting indeed, that the name of Washing-
wedded

hecame the

ton should forever be to the flae of the

country of which he

venerated savior
The coat-of-urms referred to. -H.';'_-"iuul-’."' possessed
but three stripes and a single star, and a committee
to the
States, adding oue for each
State admitted into the Union, but for all time. pre-
The flag of
other nation presents such a history ?

of C'ongress decided inerease [ht'

stars
number of the original

thirteen

serving the

what
And then
tHow harmoniously

Stripes.

its colors, how expressive !

hlenped! Red, white and blue!

Red, the hue of our
White,
Blue, the image of
émmensity, of sincerity and of truth

life fluid—ths type of wisdom and force
the sign of virtue and purity.
Beheold its
exquisite beanty, as it streaws from the mainmast
tHow

dreumstances of s

of yonder ship, just speeding into port no-

eticallv it is deseribed, in the
hirth
When treedom frow her mountain heteh
Unfuried her standard to the air
she tore that robe of night,
r

And “et the stars of gzl ¥y there

WAV

sthe mingled in us dyes

Uhe wilky baldrie of the skies.

And striped its puare celestinl light
With stroakings of the morning ght

Its 0P O

then, we beg

in conelusion advp

with earnest.
ﬁ::i.h

1]&‘-&‘('[':[-

ness, to solieit the attention of (Congress to

prompt action, as will nrevent the

Il';:ll'E\

tion of an emblen clorious 1

hallowed hy

HESE T TR B
tions and ever venerated by those ‘whose patriot-
ism has not been sunk in the filthy pool of gread

and selfishness

WHO was the author of that little poem begiuning
"Tis sweet to love, but oh, how bittes
To love a girl and then not git hes

~

“Urey, what's yo  'pinion ob de ivster - Waell,
"Relyus, 1 calls de iyster de mos” knowin' ob yacbs ; il ye
put 'im in yor mouf, he takes de hint, an’ makes de res’
ob de v’ yage without any boostin’,

“I take my tex dis morning,” sald a colored preaches,
“from dat portion ob de scriptures whar te Postal Paal
pints Wis DISLQ! TO de "SAOMLE,
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