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(Writien for the National Tribune.)

DECORATION ODE.

Inscribed to the Grand Army of the Republic, to ite influence ; with reunited Italy loiteriug near its
and the Memory of our Fallen Heroes. | altars; with all civilization turning its

Today we recall, with most tender devotion,

Ag with sl eyes we gnze on each grass-covered grave, {

The brave deeds of those who, in Love's strong devotion,
Their lives for thelr country ss horoes they gave.

We think of the time when the war-cloud had lowered,
And the battle-ory sounded all over our land,

Till the traitors were vanqgnished, the wrong overpower'd
By a gallant, undaunted, and patriot band.

All honor be nnto those noble ones given !
How great is thelr glory ! immortal their {ame!
And on our heart’s tablets, so deeply engravon,
Is ench sainted hero and patriot’s name.

Ag a little ehlld sleeps on its swect, downy plllow,
When daylight has faded, and stars stud the sky ;

So our martyr'd dead, in the shade of the willow,
Wrapped in ealtaest repose now in slumber do lie.

Above them the flowers in beauty are growing:
The birds warble sweetly, the waving grass bends
While soft, balmy breezes of 8pring-time are blowiuyg,
And the pure dew of Heaven so gently doscends.

T'he flag that they carried in battle bhotore thens.
The banner they feught for, no trailivg it knew,
In all its proad beauty flonts gracefully o'er them,
And sweet is theirrest 'neath the Red, White, and Blae

While love for onr heroes each bosom s filling,
We come to this hallow’d ground. teibute to pay

To their sacred memory ; with hands the most willing,
We deck thedr green graves with the fowers of Mayv,

Now, God of our Fathers! we prigy Thee defeud ns !
And canse Peace, supreme ¢'vr to relgn inour land ;
And Hutred and Strife-—-may they aover more rend us:

Iielp us ever a true, loyal Nation to stand.

May the Unlon, our heroes have savaed, never perish,
But our hanner float ever an land and on sea;

And while we our conuntry so lovingly cherish,
Let us praise Thee, our God, in this Land of the Free,

Jusansg | under free government remained, to all appearances, pas- |
RARWAY, N. J., May 24, 1881, sive, but in yeality acenmulating power and preparing for
'the new agitation. It soon came, The intelligent Amer-
The young lady who wrote the above. in her lotter forwarding | 1008 8 sufficiently acquainted with the events that fol- |
it, 6Ay8: lowed. [t would be useless, perhaps, on this occasion to |

“1 am » soldier’s dsughter. Three of my uncles, as waoll as
my father, wove in the lnte war. My father 108t an arm -in the
battle of Gettysburgh, and the same shell that stenek him killed
one of my uncles—my mother's only brogher, I have always felt
a warm love and syinpathy for the solidlers.” —|Ep. N. T.)

——————rp P — — 4
A Deocoration Day Oration.

Among the many addresses on Decoratio Day
which have come to us, we ind none*more able and
patriotic than the following, delivered at Baltimore,
by Hon. R, C. Thackery, of Elkton, Md.:

The central thought of the Deelaration of Indepen-
dence and the Constitation of the Union, and from which

all their ideas radiate, and on which they rest, is the right |
to personal freedom, controlled, however, and modified

by political and beneticial restrictions. The thought per-
haps is expressed with some ambiguity, and Luther Mar-
tin and Patrick Henry, in old colonial days insisted that
because of that ambiguity the Declaration and the Con-
stitution contained the seeds of civil war., But such is

the spirit of those instruments and such was the genius |

of the movement that gave them to the world. Govern-
ment exists for the benefit of the individual.  Rulers are
the servants, (it cannot be too often repeated,) not the
misters of the people. *‘All men are created equal,” is
the language of the idea. Said Abraham Lincolg, speak-

ing from the steps of Independence Hall, in Philadelphia, |

after having raisel the flag of an imperiled Union to the
dome of that sanotuary of freedom ' “‘Tt was somethin

in the Declaration of Independence giving liberty nof |

only to the people of this country, but hope to the world

for all futureé time; it was that which gave promise that |

in due timu the weights should be lifted from the shoul-
ders of all men, and that all should have an equal chance,”

In other words, Mr. Lincoln meant to say that the basal
upon which this western system of government |

prinei

rested and rests was and is ‘*that every man, high or low,

gzrolt or small, black or white, born in weslth or in the

ap of poverty—every man should have the right, under
the law and before the law, to o fuir, square, even and
equal start in the groat race of lile, «nd adding the words
which after events made memorable : ** Now, my friends, "
said he, * can the country be saved upon that basis® If
it ean I will consider myself one of the happiost of men
in the world if I can help to save it.
cannot be saved without giving it up, that prineiple,

was about to say, I would rather be assassinated upon

tlus spot than to surrender it.” Encompassed a8 we are
to-day
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THENS, FIFTY OENTS PER YHAR.
Specimen Ooples sent Free on Request,

Futered according to act of Congrean, in the year of our Lord, 1875, in the Offcs of tha Lifivarion of Congress, at Washington, D. C.

light of the day of victory, the idea seems trite and fun-
~damental. With England, France, and stubborn Germany
 bowing at the shrine of its temple; with the champion of
' the cross and the followers of the crescent paying homage

ers and its hopes
toward it, it would appear that the idéa had never an
opponent. In the glorions light of its achievements,
amid the realities of its final success, it is hard to realize
that, because and in adestx!of it the fountains were
broken loose of the great depths of thought, and nations
experienced the throes of political and soeial revolation.
Human memory is short, and the means by which an end
was accomplished are soom forgotten after the end has
be  attamed. DBut when cur forefathers, one hundred |
yerys ago, made the first formal but earnest announce-
ment of the right of full personal freedom, the doctrine
scemed . startling: As Luther, in a ng  century,
had formulated anew and advanced the dootrin« oi religious
freedom, so these men of the later colonial history, these

|
|

-sturdy heroes of 1776, formulated anew and advanced the |

| complete.

doctrine of political and personal freedom, ample and
They fired the shot heard around the world. |
Under the impulse which they gave it the idea, like a!
great ball of five, rose rapidly tg the zenith. It shook |
the very foundations of feudal and despotie domination, |
set the great forces of society in motion, obliterated the |
doctrine of the *‘divine right of kings,”’ and started on

the round of life another series of gquestions of political |

' and social ethies. But the success of the men of the revo- |

lution, the establishment of the American Republic was |
not the full and complete trinmph of the doctrines of |
Jefferson and Adams, of Hamilton and of Henry. It was |
not the utter final overthrow of the antagonistic dogma. |
There still remained the contlicting, contesting force, sub- |

' dued in a measure it is true, bat still able to put its im- |

press aven upon the organie law of the new nation, |

" Anomalous as it may appear, a war for human freedom

was successfully waged, and a coustitution that did not |

 in terms prohibit human slavery was the result. Henoe !

But if this aountri |

the fountain head of all our blessings, of our enlightened |

institutions, of our civil and veligious liberty, because, | be, there is one thing immeasurably more precious, one
So the | thing the sacrifice of which no emergency, no com
second Magna Charta of Luman rights given to the world |

‘also, at last the fountain head of all our woes.

by the Anglo-Saxon race became, through the machina-
tions of unserupulous and ambitious men, the Magna
Charta of human wrongs,

A quarter of a century passed and the Tory furces

‘relearse the long record of concession and survender— |

self-government; to recall the past, not in bitterness nor
animosity, but for the examples which it teac 80 that
we may thus be the better able to meet the problems of
the future.

We are not here ‘““to fight the war over n.” None
of us, I am sure, have any desire to kindle an
smouldering embers of discord, or to fan
policy of hate.” The nmg%l‘eem long en and,
enough, God knows, when the opposing forces conte:
in physical combat. “Malice to none, charity
all,” said our martyred President. But wLﬂe' ,
true, I see no occasion to go further and apo

v /|

what the Union soldiers did. I am equally, and more

than equally, opposed to that policy. e
We are not here to honor treason, nor to sanction
principles for which the South seceded. I am afra
friends, that these later days have been a little too
of ‘““gush” on this subject, and it scems to me to be higk
time for some voice of authority in the land to call 3 ha
on the sentimentalists and den; ir rigl
away the cause for which the Union soldier fought. Itis
too soon to pronounce eulogies on Jefferson D avis; too
soon for the ‘“‘stars and bars’’ to float over the dome of
the Capitol as the insignia of a regenerate Union,
The stars and stripes won the fight, and that flag is
entitled to lﬂoat afx_ld to r'}l&g It is possi b:lge f,ci»; pacification
to go a little too far. re appears to be in some quar-
ter% too great a tendency to ignore the fact that%?a:e
blue” and ‘‘the gray” were the representatives of dis-
tinctive and irreconcilable ideas. A common hono
due to them; a common glory is nof their portion.
systems which they respectively sought to uphold were
uncompromisingly antagonistic. Between them it was
war to the koife. It was light against dmem It was
the good against the evil spirit of our insti hmu?ll .
It was the genius of progress, of advanced thought,
ainst retrogression, or at least, against.a oconservative
:gherence to old creeds m:im. deﬁpqtio f(}rtn_\s..t Anﬁ’ no ia-
terests of peace or good , however great or however
overshadowing, can justify or excuse forgetfulness of the
truth. However desirable conciliation and harmony may

thy

tion of circumstances would justify, and one thing whihh
'the patriotic people of this country will never yield, and
that is, the righteousness of the Union cause.

¢ Decoration day,”” if it is-anything, it is the type of an
idea. It symbolizes something. It has a purpose. Its
anthors had a motive. If not, its observance is useless.
[t was instituted not simply that flowers might be laid on
'dead men’s graves, nor simply that ths memory of the
Union soldier aud his serviees mi be appropriately
honored, but that the princi e cause of constitu-
tional law, the great dogma individual liberty, for

shameful record that it is—of Missouri compromises and ' which that soldier gave or imperiled his life m‘khtl,' also,
Wilmot provisos and Lecompton constitutious and nulli- | be cherished and ever held up before the minds o men.
fication threatenings. It was free thought against slave  The righteousness of the caunse Jnﬁlﬁfn the honoring of

thought, with slave thought too often in the ascendancy. | the champion.

It was the “irrepressible contlict’ renewed.

L1t was.the central thought of the declaration again at |
-war with the champions of the doetrine of the inequality !

‘of man.

Across the new empire of the West a black line |

It was a cause that founded its elsim o rightdsuamess

and justice u mt‘:mot;al;gtin fortuitous cil o0
'of vietory. rae, ““n s 80 sucocessful as 1id
%ut the cause for which the Union seoldier was

had been permitted to vemain. The struggie finally re- | righteous and just by virtae of the owrlaaﬁngw '

solved itself into an effort, on the one hand, to widen and |

deepen that line; and on the other hand, to narrow and
‘ultimately to forever wipe it out. The indomitable will, |

the high purpose, the lofty patriotism and coura;ge of |
Orees |

Andrew Jackson for a season held the disintegrating
in echeck, but the vaceillation and weakness of succeeding
administrations furnished those forces their opportunity
and precipitated the contliet,
other, all the forces of learning aund of logic enlisted
Society rushed into the swollen stream, and unable to
stem the current, was carvied past the rapids to the very
brink of the precipice. Men proclaimed their anger from
the hustings and from the high places of authority. They
refused to see the right and unfurled the banner of might,
Reason lost her sway, and amid the conflictinug element
the forces of logic gave way to the forces of arms. The
sword was drawn and Sumter fell.

Quick as electrie light there ran along the {old of the
ensign of the Republic the letters that formed the ques.
tion pure and simple, Shall the Union stand? High on

every battle that was fought, and i every charge that
| was made, in every bayonet thrust and bursting shell, in
every dying groan, either upon the one side or upon the
other, i all the long years of havoc and carnage and des-
L olation, was seen or heard the inguiry—shall free govern.
ment continue to exist?

We ave here to-day, my friends, to celebrate the mem-
ories and to commemorate the services of the men and
women of Amerioa who finally and forever settled those
| questions in the afirmative. | say the men and women,
| For while I give full honor to the heroie and patriotic
'men who upheld the tlag of free government while the
| tempest of death raged all around, I must also award
praise and glory to the womanhood of America, whose
tloving hearts and willing hands bound up the wouunds,
Mlowed the dying heads, and administered the Holy

rail ; whose noble sympathy did more than 1 can tell to
cheer the fpinting spirit and to strengthen, maintaiu,
and encourage the band that held the gun.  We are here,

]dxteon years after the close of a great civil war, on an

by the evidences of its triumph, forgotful of the |take note
struggles through which it passed in order to see the sun- ' God, we

oceasion set apart, on a day of rest and relaxation, to
of the blessings whioh, under the Providence of

this day enjoy as the supporters af enlightened

Ou the one side or on the | ment characterized by feudalism, p

the dome of the sky, and in every wind that blew, in'

which gave it its vitality. He fought that

ment mg;ghb continue to exist; that the Union might
and to make that Union what it was intended it |
be-~the one great shining champion and exampls among
the nations of the equality of man and the liberty of the
IR e ¢ against which he fought was & move-

i ovement agal
The m ag ‘ g :edo
'and the tendencies of an aristoeratic o igmhyz and seek-
'ing, a8 its vice-president, Alexander H. Stophens, said,
“‘to erect on the ruins of the Union a confed , of
which slavery should be the corner-stome.’’ The
soldier fought to prove that the doetrine of Alexander H.
Stephens was wronz); that the leaders of the rebellion
were in error. He fought to sustain the grand, elemental
principles of Jefferson and the Continental O and
his fight was successful when Gen. William T. Sherman
marched *down to the sea,’’ and when, under the apple
' tree at Appomattox, Lee gave up his sword to Graut and
"abandoned the struggle for secession.
Bat, while [ plm;i thufoauue u:: :’igg,y Lo; g: not be un-
tood as detrac rom :

ﬁrzithhuldin lmmutia tribute he so richly deserves. It
has been said that * the silent sufferer is earth's noblest
hero.” I change the phraseology, and say that earth’s
noblest hero is soldier whe, without hope of glory or
expectation of renown, has laid upon his country's .
'Lis costliest sacrifice, has paid to his country’s cause ‘“the
last full measare of devotion.'’  That soldier :
ter representative tham the Union private, He did not
'hear in “the wild, nd masic of war," the

struins that beeome . :
not filled with the consaming fire that ambition les
'that hurries men on to ‘‘seok the bubible reputation ven.
in the cannon's mouth.”” No shining niche in the Par
'thenon temple of glory beckoned him onward; no siren
song gave promise of due regompense. He knew that
: where he ftHl there he would lie, and that, in the general
' mass, his uame would pass away from the regollection of

;

‘men and be treasnred by none save those to whotn the
¢hords of sn‘oononboundy He e i

the tompest of death in the hlﬁaﬁ

sacrifice, and as he pressed on to the ram of the
*hahm?nmemuosmwmmmmuf

anew the

-

has o bet-

o eohoes of remombrance; he was
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