
AFTER ALL.

BY VVM. WINTER.

The npplcs are ripe in the orchard,
The work of the reaper is done,

And the golden woodlands redden
In the blood of the dying sun.

At the cottflgc-doo- r the grandsire 'r
Sits pale in his easy chair,

"While the gentle wind of twilight
1 1

Plays with his silver hair. t

A woman is kneeling beside him ;

A fair young head is pressed,
In the first wild passion of sorrow,

Against his aged breast.

And far from over the distance
The faltering echoes come

Of the flying blast of trumpet,
Andthe rattling roll of drum.

And the grandsire speaks in a whisper:
"The end no man can see;

But we give him to his country,
And Avcgive our prayers to Thee."'

The violets star the meadows,
The rose-bud- s fringe the door,

And over the grassy orchard
The pink-whit- e blossoms pour. .

But the grandsire's chair is empty,
The cottage is dark and still ;

There's a nameless grave in the battle-fiel- d,

And a new one under the hill.

And a pallid, tearless woman
By the cold hearth sits alone.

And the old clock in the corner
Ticks on with a steady drone.

AN L. E, G

The following lines were written by a soldier in the
hospital at New Haven, Conn. He had lost his leg at
the battle of Fair Oak.

Good leg, thou wast a faithful friend.
And truly hnst thy duty done;

1 thank thee most that to the end
Thou didst not let this body run.

Strange paradox ! that in the fight
Where I of thee was thus bereft,

1 lost my left leg for "' the Right,"
" And yet the right's the one that's left I

But while the sturdy stump remains,
I may be able yet to patch it;

For even now I've taken pains
To make an L. E. G. to match it.

THE BATTLE OF GET7YSBURG-WH- AT GEN,
EWELL WISHED TO DO.

A letter has "been published, written by Gen.
George G. Meade in 187G, in regard to the battle
of Gettysburg, in whieh he relates the following,
which he claims is a "historical fact:'

"Lieut-Gen- . Evreil, in a conversation held with
me shortly after the war, asked what would have
been the effect if at 4 p. m. on the 1st he had
occupied Culp's Hill and established, his batter-
ies on it. I told him that in the then condition
of the Eleventh and First Corps, with their mo-

rale affected by their withdrawal to Cemetery
Eidge with the loss of over half their number.-i- n

killed, wounded and missing (of the 6.00U

prisoners we lost on the field, nearly all came
from these corps on the first day;, his occupation
of Culp's Hill, with batteries commanding the
whole of the Cemetery Ridge, would have pro-

duced the evacuation of that ridge and the with-
drawal of the troops by the Baltimore pike and
Tarrytown and Emmittsburg roads. He then
informed me that at 4 p. m, on the 1st, he had
his corps, 20,000 strong, in column of attack and
on the point of moving on Culp's Hill, which he
saw was unoccupied and commanded Cemetery
Eidge, when he received an order from Gen.
Lee directing him to assume the defensive and
not to advance ; that he sent to Gen. Lee urging
to be permitted to advance with his reserves, but
the reply was a reiteration of the previous order.
To my inquiry why Lee had restrained him, he
said our troops coming up (Slocunrs) were visi-

ble, and Lee was under the impression the great-
er part of my army was on the ground, and
deemed it prudent to wait the rest of his, as you
quote from his report."

WHERE IS HE NOW?
Orion P. Howe, drummer boy of the Fifty-fift- h

Illinois, was appointed to fill a vacancy in the
Naval School at Newport, R. I., on the recom-
mendation of General Sherman. In a letter to
Secretary Stanton he related the following inci-

dent which secured the boy's promotion :

"When the assault at Vicksburg was at its
heighton the 19th of May, as I was in front near
the road which ibrmed my line of attack, this
young lad came up to me wounded and bleeding,
with a good, healthy boy's shout: 'General Sher-

man, send some cartridges to Colonel Malniborg;
the men are nearly all out.' l "What is the matter,
my boy?' 'They shot me in the leg, sir, but I
can go to the hospital. Send the cartridges right
away.' Even where we stood the shot fell thick,
and I told him to go to the rear at once, I would
attend to the cartridges, and off he limped. Just
before he disappeared on the hill, he turned and
called out as loud as he could : ' Calibre, 54.'

" What arrested my attention there was, and
what revives my memory of the fact now i3, that
one so young, carrying a musket ball through
his leg, should have found his way to me on that
fatal spot, and delivered his message, not forget-
ting the very important part even, of the calibre
of the musket, 54, which you know is an unusual
one."

A PATRIOTIC FAMILY,
Almon Wilbur, who enlisted at Syracuse, X. Y.,

during the war, stated that he was the oldest of
twelve brothers, sons of William and Electa
Wilbur, of Camillus, in that State, and that with
his enlistment all had entered the service of the
United States. His son enlisted at the same time
he did.

FIGHTING END ON.
During the Atlanta campaign a young woman,

whose residence fell within the Union lines, re-

marked to one of our officers that it was not fair
to fight the Southern soldiers on end tiat is, in
flank and went on to say that the day before
General Bragg had formed " tico streak offight '
in their cow-yar-d with "walking soldicrtf." and
General Wheeler formed "one streak of fight?
with "critter soldiers" meaning cavalry) behind
the house, but that Joe Hooker had come up and

fi-anke- Bragg and made him fall back, which he
did in such a hurry that he "upset dad's ash-hopp- er

plant," which cost two dollars and fifty
cents in Atlanta; and "dad was in' to sue
Bragg for waste."
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son in reserve. As the line wheeled into position,
stubbornly opposed by the enemy, Carlin's bri-

gade of Davis's division had a preliminary bat-
tle, in which Col. Alexander, with his regiment,
the Twenty-fir- st Illinois, charged a battery and
got worsted. Before the line was definitely es-

tablished Sheridan had lost 75 men and Davis
nearly 200. During the afternoon Gen. McCook
being informed that his line was greatly over-
lapped by the enemy, Johnson's division was
moved up on Davis's right. Kirk's brigade on the
left was formed on the right of Post, but ad-

vanced slightly to obtain position in the front
edge of a woodland, commanding the open
ground in front. Willich's line was refused to
the right and rear of Kirk's, and Baldwin was in
reserve. The left wing maintained substantially
the same position it had assumed the previous
night. The pioneer brigade, under Capt. Morton,
was posted on Stone River, in rear of Wood, to
prepare fords. Rousseau came up with Scrib-ner'- s,

Beatty s. and the Regular brigade, and took
position in rear of Negley. Starkweather re-

mained at Stewart Creek bridge on the Jefferson
pike, where he repulsed an attack of cavalry.
Walker moved from Stewartsboro to La Yergne,
arriving in time to attack and rout the rear
guard of Wheeler's cavalry, wrhich had captured
McCook's supply train and burned the wagons.
He recaptured S00 men and all the train animals
and saved some of the stores.

The general course of the Nashville and Mur-freesbo- ro

turnpike where it crossed the line of
battle is southeast. The rail road, pursuing nearly
the same course, crosses it at a very acute angle
about 500 yards in front of Crittenden's line at
the point where Palmer's division joined Wood's.
On the left of the turnpike was a grove of
trees of about four acres in extent, crowning a
slight elevation known as the ''Round Forest,"
where the monument is now located, in which
Wagner's brigade was posted. The tollgate
house, where General- - Crittenden, General Rose-cran- s,

and the staff officers of both, obtained
shelter from the Tain on the night of the 29th,
stood opposite this wood. The line of battle
trending irregulaily southward, facing east, ac-

commodating itr-el-f to the character of the
ground, was much nearer the confederate line in
front of McCook than on the left, where the
flanks of the contending armies were separated
by Stone River. At 4 o'clock General McCook
reported the alignment of the Right Wing, to-

gether with the fact that two divisions of Polk's
Corps and two of Hardee's were in his front, ex-

tending far to his right out the Salem pike.
General Rosecrans objected to the direction of
McCook's line, and said it should face strongly
south, and that Johnson's division, in column of
regiments at half distance, should be held in
reserve in rear of Davis's right at close musket-rang- e,

but left the arragement of his right wing
with the corps commander, who had been over .

the ground. The Right Wing, generally occupy-
ing a wooded ridge with open ground in front,
was further protected from surprise by an out-
look over a narrow cultivated valley, windening
from left to right from two hundred to five hun-
dred yards, beyond which, in a dense cedar
thicket, the enemy's lines were dimly visible.
Confidence in the strength and staying qualities
of his troops and reluctance to yield a favorable
position without a struggle, together with the
fact that the retirement of his line must be
executed in the night, induced General McCook
to make the fatal mistake of leaving his posi-
tion unchanged. The total effective strength of
his command was. on the night of the 30th,
15,199 officers and enlisted men. Willich's
brigade of Johnson's division, 2.500 strong,
posted on the uxtreme right, was faced to the
south on a line nearly perpendicular to the
main line. Five companies each of the Thirty-secon- d

and Thirty-nint-h Indiana on picket were
posted half a mile in front of the reserve in an
open cornfield covering the flank and rear, and at
three o'clock on the morning of the 31st Colonel
Jones patrolled the ground 600 yards in front
of the picket line southward. Kirk's brigade of
2,000 men joined Willich's at the angle in the
line and really formed the right of the line
facing east. A strong picket line extending
along his entire front was advanced 150 or 200
yards to the edge of a cornfield, the opposite
side of which was occupied by a similar force of
the enemy. Baldwin's brigade was held in reserve,
1,500 strong. Simonson's, Goodspeed's, and Edgar-ton'- s

batteries were strongly posted upon favor-
able ground, with a raking fire across the open
ground to the front and right. Davis's division
fronting southeast, connected with Johnson's at
an obtuse angle. Post's brigade, 1,700 strong, on
the right, had fought its way into position and
bivouacked within musket range of the enemy.
A heavy picket line, connected with Kirk's on the
right and Carlin's on its left, was posted slightly
in advance of the main line. Carlin's brigade
had had the advance during the day, moving to
within 150 yards of the enemy's line, where it
remained during the night, but fell back at day-
light on a line with the other brigades. Its
strength was 1,200. Woodruff's brigade, 1,300
strong, on the left of Carlin connected with Sher-
idan's right. A continuous movement of troops
in his front towards the right of the Union line
caused Col. Woodruff to apprehend a flank move-
ment, and he reported the fact to his division
commander. Gen. Davis's artillery, consisting of
Pinney's, Hotchkis's, and Carpenter's batteries,
which had rendered good service during the day
in silencing the heavy artillery fire in front, were
advantageously posted to open fire at the word of
command. McCook's line was completed by
Sheridan's division, posted on the left, connecting
with Negley at the Wilkinson pike. This divis-
ion consisted of three brigades, Sill's, Schaefers,
and Robert's, and three batteries, Bush's. Hough-tailing'- s,

and Hescock's. It had also encountered
strong opposition in getting into position, losing
seventy-fiv- e rnen. General Sill commanded the
right brigade, 1,850 strong, posted in a belt of
timber overlooking a cotton-fiel- d in the valley
before mentioned, where the men lay on thejr
arms all night behind a heavy line of skirmish-
ers slightly advanced. Robert's brigade, 1,650
strong, connecttd the Right Wing with Negley 's
division of the Centre. The batteries were in po-

sition and Schaefers brigade, 1,450 strong, was
posted in reserve. Two brigades, commanded by
Col. T. R. Stanley 3nd Col. John F. Miller, 4,000
strong, and three batteries, under command of
Lieutenants Marshall, Ellsworth, and Schultz,
composed Negiey's division. In front a heavy
growth of oak timber extended toward the river,
which was about a mile distant. A narrow
thicket crossed the left diagonally and skirted
the base of a cultivated slope, nearly a mile west
of the Nashville and Murfreesboro turnpike.

In the rear and on the right was a dense cedar
thicket covering broken ground. Yawning
chasms, where the rocky surface had jn remote
ages been cleft asunder by a convulsion of na-
ture, lay like traps to engulf horse and rider, as
blinded by the stinging cedar boughs he rode
along the lines. The fringe of timber in Negiey's
front afforded a screen behind which Bragg moved
his columns into position for attack on the fol-
lowing morning.

Rousseau's (Third) brigade, with Thomasson's
battery, having been left at the bridge over Stew-
art's Creek, he had Scribners brigade, 1,650 strong,
J. Beatty 's of equal strength, and the Regular
brigade, commanded by Colonel O. L. Shepherd,
Eighteenth United States Infantry, 1,526 strong,

and Yan Pelt's and Guenther's batteries, which
he placed in reserve on Negiey's left and rear.
The position of the left wing has already been
described. Brig.-Ge- n. T. J.Wood's division, 3,900
strong, was composed of three brigades, under
command of Brigadier-Gener- al Milo S. Hascall,
Colonel G. D. Wagner, and Colonel C. G. Harker,
with three batteries, Esteppe's, Cox's, and Brad-
ley's. Hascall, on the extreme left of the line of
battle, rested on Stone River overlooking the
ford. Harker in the centre, and Wagner on the
right joined the left of Brigadier-Gener- al J. M.
Palmer's division at the turnpike. Colonel
Grose's brigade, 1,700 strong, arranged in two
lines on the left. Brigadier - General Cruft's
brigade, 1,200 strong, to the right, extending
across the point of woods, his extreme right re-

tired to connect with General Negiey's left.
Brigadier-Gener- al Wiliam B. Hazen's brigade,

1,400 strong, arriving from the Jefferson pike on
the night of the 30th, was ordered to the front,
and on the following morning relieved Grose's
brigade. The position to which Hazen's brigade
was assigned in relation to the action of the en-

suing day entitles it to special mention. It was
in a cotton-fiel- d five hundred yards in rear of the
intersection of the railroad and turnpike, its left
resting upon the latter. The position was utterly
untenable, it being commanded in all directions,
except the rear, by covers of wood, embank-
ment, and palisading, at good musket range.
The brigade was formed in two lines, the right
resting against the skirt of woods occupied by
Cm ft and Negley. The Sixth Kentucky and
Forty-fir- st Ohio in the front line, the Ninth
Indiana and One Hundred and Tenth Illinois in
support.

The artillery of Palmer's divisions consisted of
Company "H" and "M," Fourth United States,
commanded by Lieutenants Throckmorton and
Parsons, and Captain Standart's Ohio battery.

The three brigades of Brigadier-Gener- al Yan
Cleve's division. 5,000 strong, commanded by
Colonel Sam Beatty, Colonel E. P. Fyffe, and
Colonel S. W. Price, with the artillery belonging
to it. Swallow's, Longstreet's, and Stevens' bat-
teries were in reserve near the ford of Stone
River.

THE PLAN OF BATTLE.

General McCook was to occupy the most ad-
vantageous position, refusing his right as much
as practicable and necessary to secure it, to
receive the attack of the enemy, or, if that did
not come, to attack sufficiently to hold all the
forces in his front. Generals Thomas and Palmer
to open with skirmishing and engage the enemy's
centre and left as far as the river. Crittenden to
cross Yan Cleve's division at the lower ford,
covered and supported by Morton's pioneer corps,
1,700 strong, and to advance on Breckinridge.
YVootTs division to cross by brigades at the upper
ford, and moving on Yan Cleve's right, to carry
everything before them to Zvlurfreesboro.

This movement would, it was supposed, dis-

lodge Breckinridge, and gaining the high ground
east of Stone River. Wood's batteries could
obtain an enfilading fire upon the heavy body of
troops massed in front of Negley and Palmer
The centre and left using Negiey's right as a
pivot, were to swing around through Murfrees-
boro and take the force confronting McCook in
rear, driving it into the country towards Salem.
The successful execution of General Rosecrans's
design depended not more upon the spirit and
gallantry of the assaulting column, than upon
the courage and obstinacy with which the posi-
tion held by the Right Wing was maintained.
Having explained this fact to General McCook,
the commanding general asked him, if, with a
full knowledge of the ground over which he had
fought, he could hold his position three hours,

again alluding to his dissatisfaction with the
direction which his line had assumed, but, as
before, leaving that to the corps commander
" I think I can," said McCook, and the conference
ended.

General Braxton Bragg, a graduate of West
Point, a master in military science, a commander
whose endurance and hard fighting qualities in
the field were more conspicuous than his general-
ship in the management of campaigns, was in
command of the confederate army at Murfrees-
boro. He had taken up the execution of the
plan of battle where it had dropped from the
dying hand of Albert Sydney Johnson, and was
advancing to carry it out at Shiloh, when his
brigades were recalled by Beauregard, sick in an
ambulance three miles in the rear. He had, by
a brilliant flank movement of three hundred
miles through a mountainous region, gained
Buell's rear in Kentucky, only to emerge from
the farthest corner of the State without a decisive
battle. Recriminations had grown out of this
campaign which threatened to sap the influence
of the commanding general. General Polk had
been threatened with court-martia- l, and Hardee
expressed the opinion that if Bragg persisted in
bringing charges, Polk could, if he would, " rip
up the Kentucky campaign tear Bragg to tatters."
These compliments, however, passed only be-

tween prominent officers ; the army was in good
state of discipline, although out of an aggregate
of 85,372, only 47,930 were carried on the rolls as
effectives, and 30,000 were absent, with and with-
out leave.

Bragg had in his army about the same propor-
tion of raw troops to veterans as were found in
that in his front, and both armies were equally well
armed. Men who had tested each other's metal
at Pea Ridge, Shiloh, and Perryville, and in in-

numerable skirmishes, were again arrayed for a
final conflict. Here was Bragg, sullen, hard-feature- d,

unapproachable ; PoBc, lenignant, dig-
nified, majestic; Hardee, the superb rider, the
strict disciplinarian, the steady, persistent fighter ;

Breckinridge, elegant in manner, eloquent in
speech, courteous, courageous, the idol of the
Kentucky brigade, and, like the men who com-
posed it, dimly conscious possibly of the crime
against his favorite dogma of State rights, and
of the ingratitude of a people whose cause 'they
had espoused against the expressed will of their
native State.

Among the division commanders were Cheat-
ham, whose headlong charges at Shiloh and
Perryville thousands of maimed soldiers both
North and South had good cause to remember ;
Cleburne, stubborn and stout of heart, blunt,
impassive, and heavy, who was deetined two
years later to pour out his life's blood upon the
breastworks at Franklin: McCown and Withers
of lesser note, and a host of brigade and regi-
mental commanders who had won their rank
under the eyes of their grim commander.

Swift witnesses had borne to the ears of
General Bragg the movements of General Eose-cran- s.

Leaving Brigadier-Gener- al Wood's brigade
at Triune to support Wharton's cavalry, Cleburne
fell back to Murfreesboro with the remaining
three brigades commanded by Brigadier-General-s

L. E. Polk, B. R. Johnson, and F. J. Siddell, and
on the morning of the 28th took temporary
position north of the town, with his left wing
resting on Stone River and his right upon the
Lebanon pike, where it was subsequently joined
by Wood's brigade. Its effective strength was
6.168 and four batteries ofartillery commanded by
Captains Hotehkiss, Calvert, Darden, and Shan-
non. Withers's division, 7,774 strong, composed
of four brigades under command of Colonels
Loomis and Manigault and Brigadier-General- 3

Chalmers and Paton Anderson, with Water's,
Robertson's, Ketchum's, and Burnett's batteries,
took position on the left of Cleburne, with the
right resting on Stone River and the left ex-
tending to the Franklin road.

Immediately in rear of this division, with its
right on the Nashville pike, lay three brigades
of Cheatham's division, commanded by Brigadier--

Generals Donelson and Stewart and Colonel
A. J. Yaughan. General Maney's brigade on out-
post duty at Stewart's Creek joined the division
on Monday, the 28th, after a stubborn resistance
of General Wood's advance from La Yergne.
Four batteries were also attached to this divi-
sion Carnes's, Stanford's, Furniss', and Scott's.
The total effective strength of the division was
6,35S. McCown's division of Kirby Smith's
Corps, consisting of the three brigades of Brigadier--

Generals Ector, Rains, and McNair, and the
three batteries of Duffus, Douglass, and Hum
phreys, 4,000 strong, was stationed on the ex-
treme left of the infantry line to cover an in-

terval between Withers's left and the Triune
road. Breckinridge, in command of the four
brigades led by Colonel Roger Hanson, of Ken-
tucky, Brigadier-Gener- al William Preston, Col.
J. B. Palmer, and Brigadier-Gener- al D. W.
Adams, with an independent brigade under
command of Brigadier-Gener- al J. K. Jackson,
was posted in advance of Cleburne's division
letween the Lebanon road and Stone River.
Five batteries, commanded by Cobb, Wright,
Anderson, Yaught, and Lumsden, completed the
organization of this division, 7,053 strong. The
cavalry, 6,900 strong, under command of Major-Gener- al

Joseph Wheeler as chief of cavalry,
divided into four brigades commanded by him-
self, Brigadier-Gener- al Wharton, Brigadier-Gener- al

Pegram, and Brigadier-Gener- al Abe Buford,
was stationed on the flanks, with orders to at-

tack communications in the rear of the Union
army.

The figures given are taken from the official
reports of brigade and division commanders.
The total footing, 38,253, leaves 9,677 men re-

ported as effectives on the returns of December
26th unaccounted for. Neither Morgan's nor
Forrest's cavalry brigades of 3,000 each, lxth
absent in Kentucky and West Tennessee, is
included in those returns. Cleburne lay inactive
in line of battle until the evening of the 30th,
when he received orders to cross Stone River
and form on the left of Cheatham as support
to McCown. The confederate line as it stood on
the night of the 30th was doubled in front of
Palmer, Negley, and McCook, leaving Breckin-
ridge with five brigades formed in line of battle
in front of Gen. Wood, separated from him by the
river. A practicable ford existed immediately
in front of the left of Wood's division, and still
another half a mile in his rear, called for coven-ienc- e

the upper and lower fords. Both fords
were held by the Union skirmish lines.

During the night of the 29th General Wheeler,
who had moved from the left to the right of
Murfreesboro, advancing by the Lebanon and
Jefferson pikes, gained the rear of Rosecrans's
annv, and attacked Starkweathers brigade at
Jefferson at daylight on the 30th. The head of
his brigade train, sixty-fou- r wagons, had just ar-

rived in camp, and was driving into park, when
Wheeler dashed down upon it with 3,000 cavalry.
But he had encountered an antagonist as vigilant
as himself. The Twenty-fir- st Wisconsin double
quicked to the front and fired a volley, then
took position on the right of the pike. Captain
Craddock, with fifty men of the Second Kentucky
cavalry, made a bold dash to the left to feel the
enemy and became hotly engaged. The First
Wist" nsin rallied on the right, supported by two
sections of Thomasson's Kentucky battery, which
opened with shell. The Twenty-fourt- h Illinois
and the third section of Thomasson's battery had
in the meantime gained possession of the bridge.
Wheeler's men now dismounted, advanced gal-
lantly to the charge, when they were as gallantly
met. For two hours the contest for the posses-
sion of the bridge raged along the whole line.
Twenty wagons in the rear of the train were
taken and destroyed, but the assault upon the
brigade was handsomely repulsed. The confed-
erates fell back, followed by Starkweather more
than a mile, when he returned to camp. The
Union loss in killed, wounded, and missing was
122.

From Jefferson, Wheeler proceeded towards La
Yergne, picking up occasional stragglers and a
small forage train, arriving at La Yergne about
noon of the same day.

The immense supply trains of McCook's Corps
were moving slowly forward under insufficient
guard, and a sudden charge in three columns
placed hundreds of men, horses, mules, and army
wagons, at the mercy of the confederate cavalry.
The work of paroling prisoners, burning wagons,
exchanging arms and horses, and driving off
mules commenced at once, and occupied the
remainder of the day and night. Walkers
brigade, on its night march from Nolensville to
Stewartsboro, arrived within two and.a half miles
of La Yergne early on the morning of the 31st,
and advanced at once to the scene of devastation.
The turnpike, as far as the eye could reach, was
filled with burning wagons. The country was
overspread by disarmed men, broken down horses
and mules. The streets were covered with empty
valises and trunks, knapsacks, broken guns, and
all the indescribable debris of a captured and
rifled army train. A few shells, judiciously
administered, sufficed to set Wheeler's stragglers
scampering after the main body now far on its
way toward Rock Spring, where another army
train awaited it. 700 prisoners paroled, and
near a million dollars worth of property destroyed
at La Yergne, was the penalty paid by the Gov-
ernment for not heeding the requests of the
commanding general for more cavalry ; but from
this time forward officers traveled with less bag-
gage. A train at Rock Springs and another at
Nolensville shared the fate of that at La Yergne,
and 300 paroled prisoners were left to cany the
tidings back to Nashville. At two o'clock on the
morning of the 31st, Wheeler came u$ bright
and smiling upon the left flank of the confed-
erate army in front of Murfreesboro, having made
the entire circuit of Rosecrans' army in foity-eig- ht

hours, leaving miles of road stTewed with
burning wagons and army supplies, remounting
a portion of his cavalry and bringing back to
camp a sufficient number of minnie rifles and
accoutrements to arm a brigade.

While these events were transpiring in the
rear of the Union army, the generals in command
of loth armies were busily engaged preparing
their plans for the impending battle.

We have seen that the plan of Gen. Rosecrans
contemplated a wheel from left to right, crossing
Wood and Yan Cleve at the fords above men-

tioned, sweeping forward upon Breckinridge, driv-
ing him back, planting artillery upon the eminence
held by Hanson's brigade, and opening upon
Withers and Cheatham with an enfilading fire,
under cover of which Palmer, Rousseau, and
Negley were to dash forward and drive Bragg's
entire right and centre back through Murfrees-
boro toward the south. By a singular coinci-
dence Gen. Bragg formed a plan identical with
that of his antagonist. If both had been carried
out the extraordinary spectacle would have been
presented of two large armies whirling upon an
axis from left to right.

Lieutenant-Genera- l Hardee was put in com-
mand of the left wing, consisting of McCown's
and Cleburne's division, with orders to attack at
daylight, Hardee's attack was to be taken up
by Polk, with the divisions of Cheatham and
Withers in succession to the right flank, the move
to be made by a constant wheel to the right, en
Polk's right flank as a pivot.

The object of General Bragg was to force the
Union army back upon Stone River, and, if prac

ticable, by the aid of the cavalry, cut it off from
its base of operations and supplies by the Nash-
ville pike. And so, without fear of what the
morrow might bring forth, the soldiers of the
contending armies sank to sleep in lines of bat-
tle, their strong picket lines confronting each
other at a few paces distant. Officers and soldiecs
together, wrapt in their blankets, lay upon the
ground saturated with four days' rain, but soon
to drink the blood of thousands of brave men,
who, on this bleak December night, nineteen
years ago, slept their last sleep upon the historic
ground of Stone River.

A BUCCANEER'S BOOTY,
The following dispatch from Kingston needs

an explanation which The World is glad to be
able to make, inasmuch aa the story hidden in
these few lines is really full of curious interest:

" Kingston, Jamaica, December 6. An expe-
dition has just sailed from this port convoyed by
a British vessel of war in search of concealed
treasure on one of the Islands near the coast of
the Isthnms of Panama, where it is stated, the
spoils of Buccaneer Morgan has been discovered
by Mr Currie, a native of Nassau, N. P."

The island here alluded to is the islet of Santa
Catalina, lying about ninety miles off the Mos-

quito in the Caribeau Sea and forming one of the
little group known to the few who know any-

thing of Spanish-America- n history as the islands
of San Andres and La Providencia. It in just
north of La Providencia, more familiar t
American traders as Old Providence, a name giv-

en to it to distinguish it from New Providence
in the Bahamas. For many years after the
Spanish occupation of Central America these
islands were attached alternately to the captai-

ncy-general of Guatemala and to the vice-royal- ty

of New Granada. Lying under a fine cli-

mate and not destitute of decent harbors,they are
also susceptible of profitable cultivation. It was
from San Andres, indeed, that the first seeds of
since famous sea Island cotton were brought to
the coast of South Carolina toward the end of the
last century by one of the smuggling, trading,
fighting, Jamaican adventurers, who then fre-

quented the Caribean coasts of Spanish America.
During the seventeenth century these Central
American islands, lying as they do out of the
immediate control of the Spanish authorities,
were continually visited, and for years at a time
occupied by all sorts of interlopers, and especially

! by English, Dutch and French adventurers of
the free-and-ea- sy type, famous as " buccaneers."
One of the most eminent of these adventurer
Henry Morgan, a Welshman, made Sata Cat alii
one of his strongholds during those brilliant opt
rations against the Isthmus of Darien in 167(r

and 1671, which ended with the capture ano
sacking of Panama and the spoiling of the rick
Spanish silver galleons in that port. One, at
least, of Sir Henry's ships returning to Jamaica
laden with the booty both of Panama and of
Portobello, is believed to have been plundered
and destroyed by her crew at Santa Catalina,
and for two centuries past legendary stories like
those which cluster in our northern laitudes
around the "lost treasure" of Captain Kidd
have been current in those parts touching the
spoil hidden in some corner of this remote islet.

During the winter of 1879-3- 0, while the Earl
of Lonsdale, then cruising in the West Indies, lay
with his yacht at Kingston, a trader of that
place sought him out and told him a tale of the
discovery on Santa Catalina, hy a certain Mr.
Currie, of a cavern, natural or artificial, filled
with ancient boxes and barrels, one or two of
which on being carefully opened proved to con-

tain great quantities of jewels of various kinds
and coin chieftly of the Spanish mints of the
seventeenth century. Some very curious oraa-men- ts

set with diamonds in an antique fashion
and a good many old Spanish doubloons were
exhibited to the earl as proofs of the authenticity
of the story, and he was strongly urged to take
the narrator on board, go in quest of Mr. Currie
to the Bahamas, and then sail for Santa Catalina
to investigate the matter. He was assured that
Mr. Currie had been driven away from the island
by some of the inhabitants under the leadership
of an enterprising Yankee who had got an ink-

ling of the existence of the treasure, and was de-

termined not to allow Mr. Currie to profit hy it
unless he would make a fair division. The story
was told so circumstantially, and supported with
such evidence, as to tempt Lord Lonsdale into
making the trip, which he probably would have
done had not the heart of the Jamaican at the
last moment failed him, so that he evaded his
engagement to come on board the yacht, and dis-

appeared. From the dispatch which now reaches
us it would seem that Mr. Currie has taken up his
own case so energetically as to get the support of
an English man-of-w- ar in an attempt to secure
his treasure trove. Should this prove to be the
case, it really is not improbable that the specu-

lation may turn out more advantageously than
any quest for Kidd's hidden gains has done.
Morgan, who was knighted by Charles II for ex-

ploits which in these days would have sent him
to the gallows, died in the English service at
Jamaica, leaving a large foijtune behind him, and
there is no doubt whatever that he and his men
carried away from Panama an enormous sum for
those days in specie, in Jewells and in church or-

naments of gold and silver.

ANECDOTE OF PREDENT LINCOLN.
During the war an army paymaster in fuH

regimentals attended one of President Lincoln's
receptions and upon being introduced, said:
"Being here, Mr. Lincoln, I thought Fd call and
pay my respects." '"'From the complaints of the
soldiers," responded the President, I guess that's
about all any of you do pay."

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF IT?
It is said, that in 1862, Thomas Stewart, of

East Newton, Ohio, and then ninety-tw- o years
old, was a private in the One hundred and First
Ohio, and took part in the battle of Perryville,
where he was complimented for hi3 soldierly
bearing. He had four sons, two grand-son- s, and
three sons-in-la- w in the army. He was born in
1770, at Litchfield, Connecticut, where his father
then resided, aged one hundred and twenty-tw- o

years.

Fear not or faiut not. God who ruleth men,
Marks where his noble martyrs lie;
They shall all arise beneath hia smile again ;

His foes alone shall die.


