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But one more chapter in the career of Charles
i J. Guiteau remains to be written, and that will
contain his obituary. In the Criminal Court of
the District, on Saturday last, Judge Cox, after
overruling Mr. Scoville's motion for a new trial,
sentenced the miserable creature to be hanged in

'the District jail between the hours of 12 m. and
i2 p. m. on Friday, June 30 th. '"And may God

have mercy on your soul," concluded the Judge
in the usual way. "And God have mercy on
your soul," shouted back the assassin, wild with
rage; "I am a good deal better off to-da- y than
that jury is. I am here as God's man. and don't
you forget it, and God will take of me." The
guards hurried the blasphemer out of the court
room, but he managed to have a last fling at the
District Attorney. "I have a flight to glory,"
he shrieked, "and I am aot afraid to go, but that
man Corkhifi. is. We will let up on Corkhill and
these scoundrels; they have a permanent job
below. I will go to glory ; I won't go yet. I
expect to be President before I go." The sentence
took the assassin by surprise. He expected ifc to
be delayed a month, losger. He still professes
confidence that the Court in Banc will order a
new trial, but his counsel do not indulge that
hope. Guiteau was very indignant when he
heard that Scoville had entertained a proposition
from a Philadelphia speculator to pay $5,000 for
his corpse with a view to embalming it and ex-

hibiting it throughout the country. He proposes
to dispose of his own remains himself, and is
thinking of willing his body to some cemetery.
Meanwhile he retains his wonderful assurance
as to his ultimate escape from the gallows, eais
as heartily as ever, and continues to write au-

tographs at twenty-liv-e cents a piece. A more
striking example of total depravity has never
'Been"tffibrdeaany nairdnTfie'lafesr sensation
that has been developed is the fact that people
in various parts of the country are sending small-

pox virus to Guiteau. through the mails a piece
of the most dangerous folly, since the prisoner's
letters are always examined by the jail officials
before they are given to him. The discovery so

scared Guiteau that he had hiaiself vaccinated
at once.

One of the melancholy incidents of the week
was the burying alive of thirty-fiv- e miners in the
workings at Coalfield, a few mile3 above Rich-

mond, Va., on the 3d inst. An explosion of some
sort destroyed the ventilating apparatus and cut
off their escape by the shaft, and although several
gallant attempts were made to reach them, it was
without success. It does not appear that any-

body was to blame, and in all probability it will
never be known who was responsible for the
calamity, inasmuch a3 none of all who were at
work in the mine at the time survived to tell the
story. A volume of smoke, cinders, and dust
shooting up from the mouth of the shaft, was the
first intimation the outsiders had that anything
had gone wrong below. The majority of the vic-

tims were married men, and when it became
known that nothing could be done to rescue
them, the most heart-rendin- g scenes occurred
among the disconsolate wives and children.
There will necessarily be an investigation of some
sort into the cause of the disaster, but doubtless
without practical result, although there seems to
be good reason for believing that the arrange-
ments for ventilating the mine were not what
they should have been.

Ex-Secreta- ry Blaine shows a disposition to
"force the fighting." He published on Saturday
an open letter to President Arthur, in which he
makes a brilliant defense of his course touching
the settlement of the Peruvian-Chilia- n difficul-

ties, and takes direct issue with the Executive
as to the wisdom of the Congress of American
Nations which he projected. He declares that
the President approved the plan, and personally
directed the invitations to be sent, and he ex-

presses his surprise that Mr. Arthur should have
reversed that policy after the accession of Secretary
Frelinghuysen to the Cabinet. Says Mr. Blaine :

"If you have not formally and finally recalled
the invitations to the Peace Congress, Mr. Presi-

dent I beg you to consider well the effect of so

doing. The invitation was not mine. It was

yours. I performed only the part of the Secr-
etaryto advise and to draft. You spoke in the
name of the United States to each of the inde-

pendent nations of America. To revoke that in-

vitation for any cause would be embarrassing; to
revoke it for the avowed fear of "jealousy and
ill will" on the part of European powers would
appeal as little to American pride as to American
hospitality. Those you have invited may decline,
and having no cause to doubt their welcome, will,
perhaps, do so. This would break up the con-
gress, but it would not touch our dignity."

He then goes on to show that the condition of
our trade with South America is very unsatisfac-
tory the balance against us being 120,000,000
annua and that England is profiting by our
neglect'to take a proper interest in South Amer-
ican affairs. Indeed, he intimates that if any- -

thing should occur to destroy the balance of
European trade in our favor, the drain of gold to
South America might be sufficient to bring on a
suspension of specie payments in this country.
He concludes : " I do not say, Mr. President, that
the holding of a peace congress will necessarily
change the currents of trade, but it will bring us
into kindly relations with all the American na-

tions; it will promote the reign of peace and law
and order ; it will increase production and con-

sumption, and will stimulate the demand for
articles which American manufacturers can fur-

nish with profit. It will, at all events, be a
friendly and auspicious beginning in the direc-

tion of American influence and American trade,
in a large field which we have hitherto greatly
neglected and which has been practically mon-

opolized by our commercial rivals in Europe."
The answer which the President's friends

make to this is, of course, that the United States
cannot afford to set up, like England, as a uni-

versal protector of injured peoples, and that it is
the business of individuals to look after the
extension of trade; or, if the Government
chooses to render assistance that it can do so
most effectually by subsidizing American steam-

ship lines to South American ports. The letter
has made a great sensation, however, and the
issue between Mr. Blaine and the President may
have important political consequences. The
Democrats have made haste to seize the oppor-

tunities which it affords for a Congressional
investigation of this last feature of American
diplomacy, and they will try to make capital
out of it for the next Presidential campaign if
they can. It is very much to be regretted that
this misunderstanding between Mr. Blaine and
the President has arisen, and still more to be de-

plored that the breach should be widened by the
partisan comments of the newspapers. There is
certainly no excuse for such malice as the New
York Herald displays when it likens Mr. Blaine
to Aaron Burr and Jefferson Davis.

The dead-loc-k in the New York Legislature
was broken last week. John Kelly's bush-

whackers, swearing they would ne'er surrender,
surrendered,! But they took pains to get good
terms-- , namely$ that if tlis;yv3iM for the caucus'
nominee for Speaker the other caucus nominees
should be withdrawn. The organization of the
House was consequently effected on the 2d inst.
by the election of Mr. Patterson, the regular
Democratic nominee, as Speaker.

One of the most startling incidents of recent
occurrence was the fall, on last Saturday after-
noon, of a span of Mayo's bridge, which spans
the James River at Richmond, while a stage-
coach full of passengers was crossing it. The
span carried down fhe coach with it to the river,
thirty feet below, but fortunately no one was
killed, although all were more or less injured.
The passengers clung to the bridge and were
rescued in boats.

Among the interesting events of the week
abroad has been Slosson's victory over Vignaux
in the great billiard match. Hitherto Vignaux
has invariably succeeded in vanquishing our
crack players, but he has found his match at
last. Slosson scored 3,000 points to Yignaux's
2,553. Perhaps the most gratifying feature of
the contest has been the kind treatment which
Slosson received from the Parisians. When
Slosson offered Yignaux his hand at the close of
the game the latter refused to take it, where-
upon the audience hissed him vigorously. The
good feeling of the French towards Americans
was also conspicuously shown at the dinner given
by Minister Morton to the Yorktown delegates.
The Marquis de Rochanibeau in the course of
his speech said: "I do not believe it too pre-

suming to call upon those whom I represent
here to affirm that, being brothers in the triumphs
which you prepared for us, you would find us
brothers at your side should you need our aid."
There is nothing new in the French political
situation. M. Lerqyer, formerly Minister of Jus-

tice, has been elected President of the Senate and
51. Gambetta has resumed the editorship of
his paper, the Iiepiiblique Francaise. Two
interesting items of news come from Greece.
King George's address to the Chamber was
received without a sign of approval; but,
as if to console him, his wife, Queen Olga,
has just presented him with a son. The move-
ment in England for the relief of the Jews in
Russia continues to grow in, strength. Immense
mass meetings have been held in the cities, and
subscriptions are pouring in rapidly. The corpo-
ration of London has voted $1,500 to the fund.
Secretary Hunt has ordered Lieutenant Danen-how- er

home from Russia with the invalid sur-

vivors of the Jeannette, but the search for Capt.
De Long will be continued. To all intents and
purposes anarchy prevails in Egypt. Mahmoud
Barondihas been accepted as Prime Minister,
and formed the new Ministry. The feeling
against European intervention runs high. The
notables contend that the country is being de-

voured by European sinecurists, place-hunter- s,

and place-holder- s. The Italian Chamber of
Deputies has adopted the scrutin de Hate election
system, notwithstanding the French Chamber
rejected it. Among the losses by the failure
of the Union Generate Bank at Paris are reported
to be the Duke de Broglie, Count de Chambord,
the Orleans Princes, ($600,000,) and Marie Heil-bron- n,

prima donna the latter losing $500,000.

GUN-SHO- T WOUNDS.

A FEW REMARKABLE CASES CITED.

Wonderful Recoveries What Some Jlcn Have Suffered

and Yet Survived Carious Freaks of Bul-

lets While Huntin? for a Life.
A Girdle of Lead, &c.

It is a well-know- n saying that "in war it takes
a man's weight in lead to kill him;" and, ex-

travagant as this may seem to the uninitiated in
the mysterious eccentricities of bullets, it is
nevertheless a fact that those having experience
in the matter will accept the proposition as one
the truth of which is beyond questioning.

Considering only those missiles which take
effect, it is really wonderful how few of them
prove fatal, and it is marvellous how some of
the men given up to die recover from seemingly
mortal wounds in spite of the most adverse cir-

cumstances surrounding them.
But, then, man is naturally an exceedingly

tough animal, especially when k
possessed of a

reasonable amount of will-powe- r, and has often
been known to survive injuries which in the
ordinary course of things would have proved
fatal to any representative of the brute creation.

In illustration of the truth of this assertion a
few of many cases that have lallen under the
writer's observation are cited. The first is that
of an officer who was struck in 'the right armpit
by a minieball, which passed through both lungs
and the left arm midway between the shoulder
and the elbow joint, and who also received at
the same time a severe gunshot wound in the
thigh. He lay upon the fie"d without attention
for nearly three days, and when taken to hospital
a week later was apparent! in-th-e last stages of
dissolution. After five months we found him
swathed in bandages

LIKE A MUM31Y.

and) although by no means out of danger, evi-

dently on the road to recovery. At each respira-
tion the bloody pus and air would bubble out
through, the gbastk. ojeuinraabxJhe-entranc- e

and exit of the bullet, and the expecto-
ration of blood was a frequent occurrence. To-

day to all appearance he is a strong and hearty
man, but is nevertheless unable to perform
manual labor requiring any considerable exer-

tion. The wonder is that he is yet alive.
Another case recently brought to our notice is

that of a man who belonged to a Western regi-

ment and who was wounded, while lying down
upon the skirmish line, by a rebel sharp-

shooter, who had succeeded in getting in his
rear. The ball entered the back part of the left
leg just above the ankle, passed upward through
the calf, thigh, and hip, cleft the left kidney as
cleanly as it could have been done with a knife,
passed through the pericardium the sack con-

taining the heart and found its way out in
front through the upper lobe of the left lung.

The course of the missile, as thus described,
was determined by an autopsy of the body, with
a view to ascertaining the immediate cause of
death, which only occurred in 1879. It was
found, according to the official report now on file
with the widow's claim for pension, that death
resulted from the injury to the hip, an abscess
having formed and discharged internally. The
remaining portions of the wound were nicely
healed, the cicatrix being plainly distinguish-
able the entire length, and bujfc for the shattered
bones of the hip the chances are that the man
would have been alive to-da- y.

STILL ANOTHER CASE

is that of an Indiana soldier who died something
like a year ago. He was pensioned for a gun-
shot wound of the neck, his head being drawn
over upon his left shoulder. The entrance of the
ball was in front, ranging backward, but there
was no place of exit. "When he died an exami-
nation was made and the niissile a large sized
minie found firmly imbedded in one of the
lower cervical vertebra? in almost actual contact
with the spinal cord.

The immediate cause of death was certified to
have been ccrebre spinal meningitis. Thte popular
and true verdict however should have been gun-
shot wound of neck; and he claim of his widow
for pension, now pending, ought to be granted
without dispute.

Another remarkable case is that of a member
of the writer's regiment, who was struck in the
face by a minie ball, which entered just below
the right nostril, passed to the left backward
and downward, shattering the jaw, and made its
exit below the left ear. The wound in the face
healed within a reasonable time, but for some
unknown reason the soldier's health gradually
failed. He became affected with an annoying
cough which, after his discharge, grew more and
more troublesome, and eventually resulted in
hemorrhages of the lungs, at first slight but
afterwards of a most serious character. Eminent
physicians were consulted and prescribed the
usual remedies for lung disease, but nothing
seemed to do him any good.

His malady developed rapidly untfl at length
even the most hopeful of his friends concluded
that he could live but a few months at farthest.

One day, about three years ago, he was at-

tacked by an unusually severe fit of coughing
which resulted in a hemorrhage. His wife
brought a tin vessel for him to bleed in aud

during the paroxysm something fell from his
mouth and struck the bottom of the dish with a
metallic sound. An investigation discovered
nearly

THE HALF OF A MINIE BALL,

split lengthwise, which had evidently been the
cause of his long and serious illness. The sup-
position, which is doubtless correct, was that the
bullet wounding him in the face had been di-

vided by contact with his jaw, one portion pass-
ing out as stated, the other following down be-

tween the muscles of the neck, heaven only
knows how, until it found a lodgement in the
upper part of the lung substance. As soon as
the disturbing element had been thus removed
the mast's health began to mend and he is now
in a fair way to recover entirely, except from the
mechanical or immediate injury to the jaw.

We know of several other cases which deserve
to be recorded along with those given above.
One of a soldier who, in 1864, was shot in his
right eye, the ball ranging backward and down-
ward so that it rested, as near as could be deter-
mined, at the base of the skull upon the left side
of the spinal column, where it yet remains. We
saw him two or three years ago, and although in
poor health, blind in one eye and deaf in one ear,
with a badly damaged jaw, and suffering from
severe pains in the head, he yet seemed to have
considerable vigor left, and to be worth more
than any number of dead men.

But one of the most curious freaks of which
we ever knew a bullet to be guilty came under
our observation while we were in hospital. A
soldier ;as brought in with a large sized minie
sticking

IN THE CENTEE OF HIS FOREHEAD

and so firmly set that the surgeon in charge had
recourse to knife and saw before attempting to
extract it. The missile, which had evidently
struck fairly on its point, had penetrated about
two-third-s of its length (up to the upper grove
around its base) and, what was most remarkable,
there did not appear to be any extensive fracture
or splintering of the frontal bone, such as one
would naturally expect to see in a case of that
character.

Several fragments of -- bone-which had- - been
driven into the wound were removed at the time
the ball was extracted, and, subsequently, numer-
ous spiculated pieces were discharged, but the
patient progressed finely, and at the end of about
two months, when we lost sight of him, was nearly
convalescent. The chief cause for wonderment
in this instance was, that the bullet should stop
where it did and do so little damage. If its mo-

mentum was sufficient to enable it to cut such a
clean hole, one would suppose that it ought to
have found a lodgement farther in ; while, on the
other hand, the impact of a spent ball, according
to the ordinary course of things, would have
crushed the skull without penetrating, at least
to such an extent.

As already intimated, there is no accounting
for the eccentricities occasionally displayed by
bullets. The slighest obstacle, the frailest tex-

ture, a breath of air even, will sometimes turn
them from their course and in the

MOST UNEXPECTED DIRECTIONS.

For instance, at the battle of Hanover Court-Hous- e,

on the Peninsula, in 1862, a soldier lying
down upon the skirmish line, about fifty yards
in front of the writer's regiment, was struck just
above the shoulder-blad- e by a rebel bullet, which
ricochetted along his back, making six distinct
openings, the last being about midway of his
thigh. The wound was painful, although at its
deepest part it was less than half an inch below
the surface.

Tn the same engagement another man was
struck by a ball just to the right of the clasp
upon his body-bel- t, and the missile ran com-

pletely around his waist, finding an exit upon
the opposite side of the brass plate, and not more

than four or five inches from the point of entrance.
His clothing was cut in various places, but the
only other damage done, beyond the fright he
received, was a welt such as might have been
raised by a smart blow from the lash of a whip
applied to the naked surface. The skin was not
even broken.

Cases similar to those above recited might be
multiplied by hundreds if time and space per-

mitted; but as the readers of the Tribune are,
as a rule, themselves familiar with such matters,
we leave the subject, at least for the present,
trusting that in the event of another war those
who fight upon the Tight side may invariably
outweigh the aggregate of all the lead hurled at
them individually or collectively.

AN AFFECTING INCIDENT.

In the course of debate in the House last week
on the bill to accept from the State of Pennsyl-

vania its gift to the General Government of a
building for a soldiers' home at Erie, Mr. White
of Kentucky related the following touching in-

cident, which suggests that there was as much
truth as poetry in the verses entitled " Ou File"
which we published in these columns last week :

" I received a letter the other day from a poor
widow whose husband I happened to know six
years ago a poor man who could not move either
hand or foot. That man has been in a dying
condition for the last six years. The other day

his widow wrote to me that I need not trouble
myself any more about his application for a pen-

sion that he was dead."

JUSTICE FOR THE SOLDIER,

SENATOR VOORHEES'S GREAT SPEECH,

An Eloquent Defense of the Arrears of Pensions Act Onr
Veterans not Beggars The yatisn's Creditors.

Paying the Bondholder and Putting Off

the Soldier Some Hard Fact.

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, it is my
purpose to-da- y to say a few plain words on a
subject of commanding importance to the honor
of this Government and to the welfare of the
most meritorious class of its citizens. For more
than a year past it has been obvious to all that a
determined effort was to be made in certain
quarters to repeal the act of January 25, 1879,
granting arrears of pensions to the disabled sol-

diers of the Union army in the late war of the
rebellion. The columns of the leading newspa-
pers of the country have teemed with the most
envemoned denunciations of this act and reeked
with coarse and ignorant abuse of all who sus-

tained it. It would indeed be impossible to ex-

aggerate the tone of malignant animosity which
has prevailed, and which more than ever now
prevails, on this subject in the most prominent
journals from the north end of New England to
the Pacific coast. I can recall but two enact-
ments which have called forth such rancorous
literature. The passage of the fugitive-slav- e law
and the repeal of the Missouri compromise are
the only measurers within my recollection which
provoked such an explosion of intense wrath as
we have heard against the arrears of pensions
act. If it had been a measure to disseminate
pestilence, breed famine, or provoke war, it could
hardly have been stigmatized with greater bit-
terness. If, instead of being, as it is, a law to
fulfill a plain, honest obligation toward those
who, in sober fact, bled and died for their Gov-

ernment, it bad been a measure to reward high-

waymen and enrich pirates, it could not have
been assailed in terms of baser meaning than
have been used against it and against all who
support it.

It seems to be thought by a certain portioiLof
the press that a public opinion can be created
against this law strong enough to enforce its re-

peal and also to awe into silence those who, like
myself, voted and worked for its passage. I have
at hand some of these organs of swollen preten-
sions and arrogant mendacity. One speaks of
the arrears of pensions act as a "huge swindle
upon the people of the United States." Another
says "it is hoped the President in his message to
Congress will call attention to the stupendous
proportions of the pension swindle as it has been
developed under the operation of the pension ar-

rears act," and then proceeds to express its amaze-

ment and horror at "the consummation of so

great an outrage." Another prominent organ of
all kinds of corporation wealth is so enraged at
the sight of disabled soldiers and the widows
and orphans of the dead obtaining some of the
money of the Government that it breaks forth in
the following exclamation: "There is a well-round-

ed impression that the whole measure is
a swindle a swindle in conception, a swindle in
legislative prosecution, and in executive enforce-

ment." It then adorns a long article of ignor-

ance and falsehood with such epithets as "job-

bery," "fraud," and "demagogism," applied to all
who supported the measure. Another very
prominent journal, tenderly devoted to the in-

terests of the rich and powerful, cries ont, "Let
the infamous arrears of pensions law of 1879 be
repealed;" and still another announces, as one

with authority, that " the bill which has been
introduced in Congress repealing the outrageous
job called the pension arrears act should be
passed."

Hundreds of such extracts might be read here,
and many of them from leading journals ifc my
own State ; I will content myself, however, with
the following editorial from a repre3entative"Kew

England newspaper. After announcing with
approval that "a bill has been introduced in
Congress to repeal the arrears of pension bill," it
says:

"Nor were a majority of those who voted for
this bill actuated by honest motives. Not one

in ten believed that justice to the Nation's de-

fenders required the enactment of such law.
The pension claim agents had sent pe-

titions for the adoption of the arrears of pensions

bill into every Congressional district in the
Union, and had secured the signature of hun-

dreds of thousands of ex-soldie- rs, many of whom

signed the papers because they were promised
back payments amounting to $1,000 each, and
many more thoughtlessly, without knowing the
effect of the measure they advocated.
And so these faithless representatives closed their
ears to the warnings of the Commissioner of
Pensions, and to the exposure of the fraudulent
way in which the matter was being worked up
among the people, and voted for the bill in order

that they might not offend the soldier element
in their districts.

These citations are submitted as samples of an

almost infinite quantity of like calumnly upon

the ex-soldie- rs of the country, and upon Congress

for doing its duty, as I shall show, toward them.
And then, as if a climax had to be reached on

this subject, a Senator upon this floor, during the
Continued on Fifth paye.


