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MORGAN'S ROUGH RIDERS.

HJS KENTUCKY RAID, DECEMBER, 1862.

Wholesale Destruction of Railroads-Capt- ure of Stoc-

kadesPrisoners Paroled and Property Co-

nfiscatedVigorous Pursnit bj Infantry.

Bv G. C. KMFFiy.

The confederate army located in Middle Ten-

nessee in December, 1862, consisted of an effective

force present for duty of 53,230 men; of this
force about 40,000 were infantry and artillery,
and the remainder cavalry. General Wheeler,
chief of cavalry, held four brigades (under com-

mand of General's Wharton, Pegram, Buford,

and himself) for duty along the front of the main
infantry line from McMinnville to Triune, leav-

ing to Generals Forrest and Morgan forces of
about 3,000 each with which to operate in West
Tennessee and Kentucky. The flanks of the
main line afforded convenient eyries from which
these, bold raiders pounced upon their unsuspect-

ing prey found at outposts along the lines of rail-

road from Columbus, Ky., to Corinth, Miss., and
from Louisville to Nashville.

About the 11th of December General Forrest,
with 2,500 men, was sent into West Tennessee to
break up General Grant's communications north-

ward from Mississippi to Columbus, and General

John H. Morgan, with 3,900 men, crossed the
Cumberland for a jaunt through Kentucky. He
had seven pieces of artillery, under command of
Captains Palmer and White, and two brigades of
cavalry, commanded by Colonels B. W. Duke and
W. C. P. Breckinridge. The first, 1,800 strong,
consisted of three regiments, Hutchinson's,
Gano's, and duke's; the second, 2,000 strong,
of four regiments, Stoners, Johnson's, Chenault's,
and Bennett's. A company of "scouts," so called,

led by a man named Quirk, and the artillery, in-

creased the strength of the brigade, including
a few men unarmed, to 3,900 men.

Four companies of the Second Michigan cav-

alry, under orders from Gallatin to Munfordsville,
reported to General Hobson, in command at the
latter place, the presence of a large force of con-

federate cavalry at Glasgow. Company C,

Xieutenant Barrow, met the advance in the
town, and a skirmish ensued, in which he lost
one killed, one wounded, and sixteen prisoners.
Morgan's loss was two killed, one wounded, and
seven prisoners. After repulsing the advance,
with the above result, the four companies fell
back to Cave City, their retreat being covered by
the Twelfth Kentucky cavalry, Colonel Q. C.

Shanks, and both returned 'to camp at Mun-

fordsville, the Twelfth cavalry to get new arms,
and the Second Michigan to rest and feed, after a
march of 60 miles in less than 24 hours. Mun-

fordsville was at once placed in a state of defense
by its vigilant commander. Morgan continued
his march toward Bacon Creek. The first and
second battalions of the Twelfth, under Colonel
Saanks, were sent forward to Cave City, Major
Stout, with the third battallion, to Burnt Bridge
Ford, north of Green River, and two companies

each of the Fourth and Fifth Indiana cavalry,
under Colonel J. P. Gray, on the Burkeville
road, south of Green River, each with instruc-
tions to attack Morgan's column, wherever found,
and draw him toward Woodsonville. Colonel
Gray met the advance at Green Chapel, six miles
out, and about the same time Shanks attacked
the rear -- guard at Bear Wallow. Morgan's ad-

vance fell back upon the main body, with a loss
of nine killed, twenty-tw- o wounded, and five
prisoners. Gray lost one killed and two prisoners.
Shanks killed one, wounded two, and took two of-

ficers, and ten men prisoners, with no loss to the
Twelfth Kentucky. The position and movements
of Morgan having been ascertained, Hobson tele-

graphed the information to General Boyle at
Louisville. Captain Dickey, with 80 men of the
Second Michigan cavalry, was sent to the stock-

ade at Bacon Creek, where he was attacked on
the 26th by Morgan's whole force. Artillery
opened upon the stockade, and resistance with
short-rang- e carbines being useless, Captain Dickey
fell back upon Munfordsville, fighting his way.
General Hobson now moved forward from Mun-
fordsville, with a mixed command of cavalry and
infantry, to attack Morgan. Askirmish ensued be
tween the Twelfth cavalry and his rear-guar- d, in
which the former lost two officers and twenty-on- e

men, who, advancing too far without support, were
taken prisoners. In the meantime General S. S.

Fry, in command of the First division, stationed

at Gallatin, sent Colonel John M. Harlan, with

the Second brigade, by rail to Munfordsville

with orders to follow and capture John Morgan.

He reached Munfordsville on the 27th, and being

reinforced by the Thirteenth Kentucky infantry
and Twelfth Kentucky cavalry started in pur-

suit at midnight. Morgan moved on, after de-

stroying the bridge at Bacon Creek, through
Upton and Nolin, capturing and paroling the
guards, as far as Elizabethtown, where he was
met by a flag of truce informing him that he
was surrounded and demanding his surrender.

The Ninety-fir-st Illinois, under command of
Colonel Day, had arrived at Elizabethtown on
the 10th, where it was cut up into detachments
to guard the railroad. One company, under
Captain Fosha, was left in town. The advance
of a cavalry force was made known on the 26th,
and Lieutenant-Colone- l Smith, upon whom the
command devolved by reason of the absence on

leave of Colonel Day. determined to concentrate
his command. This was done on the following
morning to the extent of seven companies, the
remainder of the regiment being on duty at the
trestles toward Louisville. Captain Fosha's
company was placed in the unfinished stockade
and six companies behind the railroad embank-
ment. Supposing the force opposed to him to
be only a guerrilla band of a few hundred, he
sent out a flag of truce demanding its surrender.
Morgan replied that he thought the conditions
were reversed, and in turn demanded the sur-

render of the Union troops. Smith replied that
it was the duty of a Federal officer to fight and
not to surrender. Having no artillery, Smith
now sought the shelter of the houses in the town,
where he determined to defend his position as
long as possible, in the hope that reinforcements
would reach him. The town was at once sur-

rounded, and twenty-fiv-e minutes allowed the
non-combata- nts in which to vacate it, when the
artillery opened, and thirty-si- x shots took effect
upon the buildings. Many shells exploded in
the streets and yards of houses. The wildest
confusion now reigned in the little city. Men,
women, and children fleeing for safety to the
cellars or crouching in terror behind the old-fashion- ed

stone houses, while the garrison
sought the second stories fronting the public
square and prepared to sell their lives as dearly
as possible. The officers being widely separated,
and no opportunity existing for concert of action,
a soldier, without orders from the commanding
officer, gave the signal of surrender. The officers
and men, numbering nearly 500, were at once
paroled, after being stripped of their overcoats
and boots. The railroad bridge, depot, and stock-
ade were burned. Some 3,000 bushels of wheat
belonging to citizens was consumed. A corre-

spondent of the Louisville Journal gives the fol-

lowing account of what followed: "The stores
were broken open and goods confiscated. In all
this Morgan was entirely impartial. Union men
and Southern sympathizers were each allowed
to contribute to the expense of his forays. Coats,
shirts, shoes, hats, and clothing of all kinds were
taken indiscriminately. A Dutchman named
Heelburn lost $3,500 worth of clothing, for which
no payment was offered, even after an appeal
was made in his behalf by Morgan's friends.
Kaufman lost goods to the amount of $2,500.
Parmele $1,000 worth. Richey, a jeweler, was
robbed of nearly all he had, beaten over the head
with a pistol, and left for dead. Mendell Arthur's
liverystablesufferedtotheextentof$2,000 While
this wholesale robbery was going on Morgan
conducted a little transaction on his own ac-

count. Going to the stores of B. Stadaker & Co.,
he made purchases of $1,200 worth of silks and
costly merchandise, had them boxed up, and paid
for them in confederate money. After exchang-
ing horses and loading their plunder in wagons,
carriages, and buggies, the freebooters took their
departure." Moving in the direction of Louisville,
another bridge was destroyed and miles of track
torn up. From here he moved toward the trestle-wor- k

five and six miles each distant. Col. Breck-
inridge was sent to one and Morgan, with the
main force, moved upon the other. His demand
for a surrender being refused, the artillery was
brought to bear upon the stockade with the
usual and necessary effect. The garrisons sur-

rendered and the stockades and trestle-wor- k

were burned. Morgan had by this time (De-

cember 28th) advanced to within thirty miles of
Louisville. For four days his presence and mis-

sion in the State had been known to General
Boyle. All around him were brigades of infantry.
Louisville, Lebanon, Frankfort, Lexington, in
his front, all heavily garrisoned and connected
by rail with Elizabethtown, into which an over-

whelming force might have been thrown hours
before Morgan could have reached it; yet the
work of capturing Morgan was intrusted to an
infantry brigade marching from a point nearly
fifty miles in his rear. Notwithstanding the ap-

parent folly of such an attempt Colonel Harlan
reached the Rolling Fork, after the almost un-parall- ed

march of fifty-seve- n miles in thirty con-

secutive hours, at daylight on the morning of the
29th, in the nick of time to save the bridge over
that stream, one of the largest and most ex-

tensive upon the line.
On the night of the 28th Morgan encamped

near the Rolling Fork, and on the following
morning sent Cluke, with his regiment and one
piece of artillery, to burn the bridge, Colonel
Chenault's regiment and one gun to burn the
stockade and bridge at Bolton, and one of Breck-
inridge's regiments, under command of Lieutenant-C-

olonel Stoner, to attack the stockade at New
Haven.

Having completed these dispositions, the main
body took up the line of march toward Bards-tow- n.

Just as the rear regiments were crossing
Rolling Fork, and while Cluke's command was
absent on the expedition against the bridge, the
Twelfth Kentucky cavalry, in advanee of Har-
lan's brigade, appeared upon the summit of an
eminence commanding the ford. Colonel Shanks
at once, and without orders, opened upon the
confederates with artillery. The first gun caused
the precipitate retreat of the force sent against
the bridge, who crossed the ford under fire. Col-

onel Duke, who, under orders from Morgan, had
halted the rear-guar- d to cover the crossing, was
wounded by the fragment of a shell.

Cluke's command found a crossing out of range
of the artillery, and were soon out of danger.

Harlan's infantry were too much fatigued to fol-

low. Chenault succeeded in capturing and burn-
ing the stockade at Bolton, but Stoner was re-

pulsed from that at New riaven by Colonel Wm.
H. Benson, with a detachment of the Seventy-eight- h

Illinois. Refusing to surrender, he at-

tacked the confederates, aad'came near capturing
their artillery. An assault ordered upon the
stockade from a point noith of the railroad by a
squad, dismounted, and advancing under cover
of the embankment, was dispersed by a single
sentinel. Colonel Benson" now assumed the of-

fensive, and advanced from, the stockade upon
Stoner, when he precipitately retired.

Such was the terror wlich Morgan's raids had
inspired, that every place garrisoned by Union
troops throughout the State was immediately
placed in a state of defense. It was deemed un-advisa- ble

to uncover anv military post to rein-

force another. At Lebanon, twenty-fiv-e miles
south from Bardstown b? a good turnpike road,
Colonel "V. A. Hoskins, in command of the post,
had the Seventh Tennessee, Twelfth, and Six-

teenth Kentucky.infantry. He was notified on
the 26th of Morgan's advance. His entire force
numbered 1,333 men, which he increased to 1,500
by arming teamsters and convalescents.

Lebanon was a military post of considerable
importance. Over 3,000 horses and mules, 300
wagons equipped with harness, 1,600 stand of
arms, a large quantity of ammunition, and quar-
termaster and subsistence stores of great value,
would evidently fall into tie hands of the enemy
if Morgan captured the place. Owing to its lo-

cation in a basin surrounded by hills, it had
never been fortified, and wis easily accessible by
good turnpike roads entering it at all points.
Colonel Hoskins determined to defend the posi-

tion from a point in advance on the Springfield
road towards Bardstown, and at once telegraphed
General Baird, in command of a division at
Danville, twenty-fiv-e miles east, for reinforce-
ments of infantry and artillery. General Baird
promptly responded with two strong regiments
under Colonel Henderson, to which General
Boyle added the Thirty-fourt- h brigade, 1,800
strong. Not knowing bf the concentration of
this force at Lebanon, Morgan left Bardstown on
the morning of the 30thrnd reached Springfield
the same evening. Here he learned of the prep- -'

arations made by Hoskins to receive him, and,
with his accustomed dislike for pitched battles
when not supported by infantry, continued his
march toward Campbellsville, leaving Hoskins's
camp on his left, where he arrived on the morning
of the 31st. Hoskins's scouts brought informa-

tion of the direction Morgan had taken. Colonels
Hallisy and Lieutenant -- Colonel Boyle, with
strong detachments of the Sixth and Ninth
Kentucky cavalry, started immediately upon a
reconnoissance. Majors Fidler and Ferris, with
a battalion each of the Sixth and Ninth Ken-
tucky cavalry, were sent to reconnoitre in the
direction of Springfield to pick up any stragglers
that might have been left upon the march, in-

formation having been received that Morgan had
divided his force, sending some by way of Hays-vill- e.

Fidler, advancing upon Springfield, reached
that place before Morgan's rear-guar- d had left
it, and, capturing one of his pickets, advanced to
within a few yards of tha battery, fired a volley
into the midst of the enemy, and returned to catnip
with their prisoner. Colonel Henderson's two reg-

iments advanced upon the Haysville road, from
Danville, and upon hearing that Morgan had taken
that direction, Hoskins sent orders for them to
halt at Bethel Church, ambuscade, and await the
arrival of the enemy. On hearing through Col.
Hallisy that there was no truth in the report,
Hoskins sent fifty wagons to transport these two
regiments to Lebanon to follow Morgan. Instead
of proceeding to Lebanon they went back to
Danville in the wagons. The troops might have
been spared, but the wagons were indispensable
to the rapid movement of his infantry. Early
on the morning of December 31 Colonel Hallisy
left camp with his command to find Morgan.
His orders were to follow him if Morgan had
passed either to right or left of Hoskins's camp,
to hang upon his rear, and harass him as much as
possible. Five days' rations were issued to the
troops and all the remaining wagons that could
be found were utilized for the transportation of
infantry. At 5 p. m. fifteen prisoners reached
camp, together with the information that Mor-

gan was marching in the direction of Muldrough's
Hill, and that Colonel Hallisy was still in pur-

suit. About the same time Lieutenant-Colon- el

Boyle come in with the information that Mor-

gan's main body had passed St. Mary's Church.
With a force at Glasgow, another at Greensburg,
Harlan at Elizabethtown, and Hoskins at Leba-

non, the chances of the bold raider's escape
seemed precarious. His horses were worn down
by hard and continuous marching, and his men
were fatigued and suffering from loss of sleep.
At 6 p. m., about the time that Morgan's advance
entered Campbellsville, Hoskins left Lebanon,
eighteen miles in his rear, to overtake him.
Colonel Craddock, with theSixteenth and Twelfth
Kentucky and the Seventh Tennessee mounted
in wagons, preceded by the cavalry, and with
the artillery in sections distributed along the
line, took the advance. The Thirty-fourt- h

brigade, commanded by Colonel Reed, marching,
brought up the rear. At New Market they
heard of the death of the gallant Hallisy, killed
in a hand-to-han- d conflict with Lieutenant Eastin
of Morgan's command. No braver man or purer

patriot ever met his death upon the field of bat-

tle.
The advance of Hoskin's command being duly

reported to Morgan, he remained in camp on
Rolling Fork, near Campbellsville, only long
enough to feed his horses, when his men were
again in the saddle speeding southward. Hoskins
arrived within three miles of his camp at mid-
night, and, disposing his troops for attack at day-

light, they bivouacked on their arms. Before the
hour for attack arrived information was brought
that the prey had flown. Mounting the Thirty-fourt- h

brigade in wagons the command moved for-

ward, Craddock's men on foot. Campbellsville was
soon reached, the cavalry charged, a few stragglers
were captured, and the column moved on. At
2 o'clock the advance came in sight of the ruins
of Green River Bridge. Pioneers were set to
work clearing a road to a ford a short distance be-

low. Craddock's command came in cheery, after
a march of twenty-tw- o miles in seven hours, and
the men occupied the time in rest and refresh-

ment. At 10 p. m. the column was again in mo-

tion. The cavalry was pushed forward toward
Columbia. A messenger having been dispatched
to Col. Woolford at Greenburg, requesting his

he was expected to reinforce Hos-

kins's cavalry with four regiments. Distractions
were given to the cavalry to discover the enemy,
but not to molest him until the arrival of the
infantry or Colonel Woolford's cavalry, unless he
should attempt to move off. But Morgan had
not encamped at Columbia. Hoskins reached
that place at noon on the 2d of January, sixteen
hours after Morgan had passed through it, and
he was now far on his way towards the Cumber-

land. The pursuit was conducted with spirit
and determination and deserved success. One
hundred and fifty prisoners, two artillery caissons,
a large number of small arms, and a quantity of
ammunition, abandoned in their flight, were the
trophies of this vigorous attempt by a mixed
command 3,000 strong, mostly infantry, to cap-

ture a well-mount-ed brigade of cavalry of more
than equal strength.

Morgan closes his report of this expedition with
a summary of the results. He says they were as
follows : "The destruction of the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad from Munfordsville to Shep-herdsvil- le,

within eighteen miles ofXouisville;-th- e

capture of 1,877 prisoners, including sixty-tw-o

officers; the destruction of $2,000,000 of
United States property and a large loss to the
enemy in killed and wounded. The loss in my
entire command is as follows: Killed, 2; wounded,
24 ; missing, 64."

Although, in common with all the reports of
this noted raider, it conceals his own loss and
vastly over-estimat- es that of his antagonist, the
fact that he advanced so far inside of the Union
lines in the face of vastly superior numbers,
destroying the railroad, capturing stockades, and
fighting a battle within thirty miles of Louis-

ville, exhibits in strong light the value of cavalry
in expeditions of this sort.

Each raiding party returned to camp jaded
and diminished in strength, but they had ac-

complished the object for which they set out.
Railroad bridges were the objective points of
their campaigns, and, meeting with no force which

j they could not either defeat or outrun, they were
successful. The expense of repairing the mis
chief done by these two expeditions to the rear
of Grant and Rosecrans, without taking into the
account the large number of troops placed Jiors

du combat by wounds and parole, was far greater
than would have been incurred by the main-

tenance of a cavalry force .in the field sufficient
to meet the raiders at all points and to inflict
equal injury upon their own lines of communi-
cation. The War Department had much to learn
at the close of the year 1862, and the people paid
dearly in blood and treasure for the cost of its
education.

THE CASE OF SERGEANT MASON.
The original order issued by General Hancock

for the trial of Sergeant John A. Mason, battery
B, Second artillery, on the charge of shooting at
the prisoner Guiteau, at the Washington jail,
while he (Mason) was on guard duty at the jail,
was dated September 21st, 1881, and was after-

wards held up. Several of the officers originally
detailed for the court-marti- al having resigned, or

been transferred to other military departments,
the court has been by General
Hancock, in an order dated the 13th inst, and
will meet at 11 a. m. Monday, February 20, at
the Washington barracks, in this city, for the
trial of Mason. The following are the officers of
of the court as it will then stand: Lieutenant
Colonel Henry R. Mizner, Tenth infantry ; Major
L. L. Langdon, Second artillery ; Captain R. H.
Hall, Tenth infantry ; Captain C. B. Throcmorton,
Fourth artillery ; Captain J. B. Rawles, Fifth ar-

tillery ; Captain J. N. Craig, Tenth infantry ; cap-

tain G. V. Weir, Fifth artillery; Captain J. W.
Roder, Fourth artillery ; First Lieutenant H. J.
Reilly, Fifth artillery ; Second Lieutenant H. A.
Springett, Fourth artillery; Second Lieutenant
Williston Fish, Fourth artillery ; Second Lieute-
nant E.T. Brown, Fifth artillery, Judge Advocate.

-
The President has refused to entertain the

charges preferred by General Wilcox against
General Carr, who has accordingly been released
from arrest. While the President declined to
order a court-marti- al to try the charges, it is un-

derstood that he nevertheless disapproved of
certain utterances of General Carr as insubordi-
nate. No further action will be taken in the case.

CLOSING UP THE RAMS.

SENATORS SUSTAIN THE PENSIONS ACT.

A Continuation of the Great Debate Orer the In-

stalls Resolution Eloquent Speeches by
the Fraud Cry.

Beck Says He's Lonely.

The debate in the Senate over the resolution
introduced by Mr. Ingalls, declaring that the
pensions arrears act ought not to be repealed,
has grown in interest as it has progressed, and
developed the fact, much to the surprise of the
newspaper correspondents who supposed their
slanders had effectually killed the resolution,
that the sentiment in the Senate in favor of its
passage, is nearly, if not quite, as unanimous as

it was in favor of the act itself. Indeed, even
Mr. Beck confessed as much, in his remaxks on
the 9th inst., when he said: "I suppose I shall
vote almost alone against the various propo-

sitions." It is impossible, of course, to publish,
in this connection, anything like a full report of
the discussion, which was participated in by
Senators Digalls, Hoar, Teller, Garland, Sherman,
Maxey, Vest, Harrison, Plumb, Brown, Butler,
and many others, without regard to party lines,
and in which like Test, Maxey,
and Bugler, vied with their northern colleagues
in advocating the claims of the soldiers; but
below will be found some very interesting
extracts from the official reports of the speeches
delivered during the debate.

Senator Blair, of New Hampshire, who ad.-dress- ed

the Senate on the 8th inst, confined his
remarks chiefly to the equity of the act. Said he :

" Mr. President, I am one of those who for
many years, who always, since my attention was
directed to this subject-matte- r, have believed
that the principles upon which we give a
pension, in any case, no matter when the appli-

cation is made, are the very same reasons which
exist for the granting of a pension to one who
applies for it immediately after the disability
occurs; and that all those reasons apply, and
with still greater force, to the case of the man,
who, after years, it may be, of delay, under
increased difficulties in4hetblishmeuiohis
claim, is nevertheless able to establish it, and to
secure an adjudication from the Government
against itself, and in his favor. Lf, therefore,
there are reasons why we should maintain a
pension-lis- t at all, if there are sound reasons why
our laws having reference to enlistments, hold-

ing out inducements to the able-bodi- ed men of
the country to defend it fn its hour of peril,
should promise the allowance of pensions at all,
they exist with still stronger force in their ap-

plication to enactments of the kind which have
been thus denounced."

Mr. Blair then went on to consider the causes
for delay in making applications for pensions.
Said he :

"Take the first reason for delay ; in such a case,
where a man has failed to assert his claim
because he was ignorant of its existence ; is that
any reason why a great Government like this,
with an annual income of almost $400,000,000,

should deny to this man what we admit he
should have under the law which we ourselves
have enacted, or which we admit he should hare
had under laws we enacted years ago if he had
asserted his claim a little earlier? Would a
private individual interpose that objection
against an otherwise admittedly just and honest
claim, because his creditor did not know of its
existence seasonably ? Would a man who inter-
posed such a plea be reputed otherwise, and
properly, than as a knave or a villain, a man
who would rob his neighbor simply because by
a technicality or a trick of the law he was
enabled to do so? Can the Government of the
United States afford to place itself in that
position ?

" Take now, the second case which I supposed,
where the claimant is aware of the existence of
his claim, but by reason of the absence of his
testimony or the difficulty of procuring it, the
lack of means, the fact that the witness is in a
remote portion of the country, for one reason or
another, knowing that his claim exists, he is
still unable to set it up and establish it. Does
the Government of the United States desire to
place itself in the position of refusing an honest
claimant whose disability may be the very
reason why the Capitol stands to-da- y and we are
able to legislate here upon his claim at all
does the Government desire to place itself in the
position of rejecting this claim for that reason?

"And in the third case which I am aware
with some men will excite a little of derision,
and yet there is no reason why it should, that is,

where claims have been withheld year after year
(as meritorious claims as ever have been estab-

lished before the bureau in the world) because

the man who had the right and who knew he
had the right and who knew he could establish

that right, did not desire, so long as he could
possibly avoid it, to call further upon the coun-

try which he had already given the better part of
his life or of his physical vigor to save. Go to
the Pension Office to-da- y, consult those men who
are very familiar with this business, and they
will tell you that there are thousands and
thousands and tens of thousands of claims which
have been held in this country by men who

Continued on Fifth page.


