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knew their rights and yet did hope that they
might succeed ultimately in passing through life
without burdening further the country which they
had fought to save."

Senator Vest, of Missouri, made one of the
strongest arguments on the Democratic side of the
chamber, during which he presented the following
interesting exhibit of the amount required by the
arrears of pension act, prepared, at his request, by
Commissioner Dudley :

EXHIBIT.
The following represents the annual payments

for pensions, except those who were receiving pen-
sions on account of service during the war of 1812,
commencing with the year 1874, to wit:
1S74 $23,388,901
1875 27,7M,517
1876 26,816,790
1877 26,826,478
1878 25,467,302

It will be observed that there was a gradual
reduction in the amounts paid for these pensions
each year up to that of the arrears act.

For the purpose of making an estimate of the
probable cost of the arrears act, we may reasonably
assume the sum of $25,000,000 as representing the
average annual payment since 1878, and charge the
excess in the disbursements to the arrears act of
January 25, 1S79.

The following shows such disbursements, in
excess of the annual sum of $25,000,000, excluding
the payments to the war of 1812 pensioners, to wit :

1879 S5,36S,3S6
18S0 28,578,235
1881 .'. 22,398,872
1882, estimated to January 1, 1882 12,000,000

Total 6S,315,493

This total represents the cost of said act to Jan-
uary 1, 1SS2, exclusive of the increased cost of
disbursements and additional fees of examining
surgeons, (probably $50,000,) as well as the increase
in the salaries of the employees of the bureau.

The number of pensioners added to the roll may
be illustrated in the same manner, to wit : Number
allowed (excluding 1812) since 1S74, to wit :

1874 9,0S9
1875 10,496
18T6 9,736
1877 11,143
1878 10,964

Assuming 10,000 as the probable yearly average
which would have been allowed but for said act,
the excess which may be chargeable to this act is
as follows:
1879 621
1880 4,631
1881 15,314
1882 7,500

Total number 28,066
The actual number of pending claims, as shown

by a count made November 1, 1S81, entitled to the
benefits of the arrears act, was 227,040, and estimat-
ing 2,500 of this class as since settled there would
remain pending January 1, 18S2, 224)540 claims
entitled to benefits of arrears.

Assuming the calculation of the statement in-

cluded in the President's message as correct, it may
be stated that if the said 224,540 cases be adjudi-
cated within six years, the average value of each
admitted case at the mean period will be $1,300 ;

but 15 per cent, will probably be rejected, so that
we have 190,S59 probable admissions involving a
first payment of. $248,119,700
From this may be deducted for claims good,

but never perfected 14,500,700

Leavinga first payment of. 233,619,000
Add amount already paid 6S,345,493

And it leaves a total amount paid and to be
paid under the arrears act of January
25, 1879, and March 3, 1879 301,964.493

Commenting upon this exhibit, Mr. Vest said,
with a frankness and candor that do him infinite
honor :

"Sir, I was a member of the confederate senate,
and if our cause had been successful I would have
voted pensions and arrears of pensions to the sur-
vivors of those gallant brigades, whose tattered
gray was so often hurled against the Union lines
by Lee and Jackson, until not one dollar of money
or acre of land could have been found to meet the
just demand. And now, standing before victors
and vanquished, I declare that while the confede-
rates cheerfully accept the result which leaves to
them only the consciousness of honest motives and
the history of unquestioned heroism, they accept
the further result which gives to the soldiers of the
Union what has been awarded them by a grateful
country. If there be fraud I am ready to assist in
its prevention and punishment; if there be delay I
am ready to remove its causes ; but I will never
vote against the principle incorporated in existing
statutes as to pensions, or to take one cent from
those for whose benefit these statutes were enacted."

Senator Plumb, of Kansas, devoted his remarks
chiefly to the charge that the arrears act was calcu-
lated to encourage fraud, and that, as stated by
Senator Vance, a large proportion of pension claims
were bogus. Said he :

" My colleague treated of the more obvious phase
of that question by reference to the records of the
army, showing that a much larger number of per-
sons were reported upon the rolls as having in-

curred disease and as having been wounded than
there were on the pension-rol- l. But back of all them
are the two million of people who have not found a
record there, the two million out of two million and
a half, a much larger proportion of whom suffered
some serious detriment to their health by reason of
the exposures and hardships of military service.
Some did not apply because their circumstances
were such as not to make a pension a necessity ;

and I entirely agree with the Senator from Con-
necticut when he says that the sense of honor among
that class of persons is as high as that of any other
class, and that they would be the last to prefer a
fraudulent claim, or the last to stand by a comrade
who would do a similar thing. They put their
services upon a higher plane, and not to be re-
warded in money merely. And thus it is that a
very large number of persons who are entitled to
pensions never have made application, and never
will. Besides, a very large number have made ap-

plication who have not been able to make the re-

quired proof, and in that connection I desire to
refer to the statement of the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. Vance) that there was a presumption
that when a person had made an application for a
pension, and had not been able to establish his claim,
that that was indicative that the claim was a fraudu-
lent one.

"Any one familiar with the practice of the Pen-
sion Office will know that that is not the case. The
pensioner is not only required to establish his dis-
ability, giving the particular time and circum-
stances under which it was incurred, together with
ample proof on that point, but he is obliged to con-

nect that with his present condition by proving by
medical testimony or that of his neighbors, or by
both, his physical condition during each year of
the time that has elapsed since he was discharged
from the army up to the filing of his application
for pension a very hard thing to do. The shifting
of location, the lapse of time, destroying recollec-

tion, the death of witnesses all contribute to the
difficulty of making proof; and it is not suprising
that so many fail, and that many others, actually

its futility. Failure to complete proof under these
circumstances is no evidence of fraud. No doubt a
large majority who fail are as muGh entitled as
those who succeed, but their proof is not attainable."

Mr. Plumb then went on to quote from his own
personal experience as to the difficulties in the way
of establishing even the most meritorious claims,
and concluded by saying that the question " ought
to be taken out of debate here as elsewhere and ap-
propriations for pensions put upon the same footing
as the regular appropriations." To shirk this duty
because it was charged that fraud existed to a small
extent under the pension laws was, in his opinion,
' pleading the baby act."

Senator Teller, of Colorado, discussed particularly
the fiulure of Congress to provide the necessary
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machinery for the prompt adjustment of pension
claims. Said he :

" Mr. President, I would a great deal rather my-
self that 10 per cent, of the money paid out of the
public Treasury should be paid to men who do not
deserve it and in violation of the rights of the
people, than that 50 per cent of it should be with-
held from the men who are entitled to it, as it has
been for years. Upon the claim-lis- t of the Pension
Office are found thousands of claims that have been
thtre for six or seven and ten years. They have
gone into the pigeon-hole- s of that office for the want
of sufficient clerical force, and the men have gone
down to their graves who were entitled to their
money as certainly as you and I are entitled to the
compensation allowed us for services in this Cham-

ber. Every day they are going in that way ; the
children of soldiers who are entitled to pensions are
growing up in ignorance because we withhold from
the soldier's family that which ultimately we shall
admit is his just and proper due, and we do it be-

cause there is an idea in this body and the other
that the people of the United States will not sus-

tain us in voting large appropriations for clerical
force in this city. I do not believe it. I believe
the public sentiment of this country is that the
pensioners shall be paid, and there is a sentiment
which demands that they shall be paid promptly
and without any unnecessary delay ; and whenever
the Senate shall come up to that idea and resolve
that the officials put over the Pension Office shall
have ample and sufficient facilities for determining
the character of these claims, and if they are doubt-
ful as to their honesty, send out their clerks, as the
statute provides, to make an investigation in the
neighborhood where the soldier lives; then they
will readily know whether there is 10 per cent, or
1 per centor any other per cent, of frauds, as near
at least as human knowledge can determine ques-
tions of that character.

" I only say this, Mr. President, partially in de-

fense of the committee of which I am the chair-
man, very recently promoted to that position. I
want to say one other thing. It has been claimed
repeatedly in the public press within the last few
days, since the Commissioner of Pensions sent here
his little document entitled "Executive Document
No. 52," by which it is shown that some day we
shall have paid thirteen hundred and forty-seve- n

million and some odd dollars of pensions, I saw it
in a metropolitan journal' yesterday, that that was
to be charged up to the arrears of pension act, that
it was wholly and solely to be attributed to the fact
that the pension law was amended as it was by the
act of January 25, 1879. There can be nothing more
false, nothing more untrue ; and yet nine-tenth- s of
the clamor that has been raised in the country
about that law arises from the simple fact that the
people have been imposed upon as to the cost of the
execution of that law.

" But, Mr. President, after having paid out such
vast sums of money as the legitimate results of the
war, if it was true' that it took a thousand million
dollars and more to pay these arrears of pensions,
if they were justly and honestly due, the people of
the United States 'are not disposed, in my judgment,
to question whether it ought to be done or ought
not to be done with reference to the amount that it
may cost. '

Senator Garland, of Arkansas, took the same
ground as Senator Vest. Said he :

" This is a huge sum of money, to be sure, but the
issue was a huge one ; the results were overwhelm-
ing in their importance. It made the world in fact
change front. I have been taxed for bills of pains
and penalties under the form of reconstruction
laws ; I and my people have been taxed for other
expenses growing out of this war. I know of none
more deserving and more meritorious than the sol-

diers who fought the battles of this country ; and
there is not a soldier of the confederacy that I know
of but what is willing to see these men paid, and see
them paid not grudgingly but freely and cheerfully.

"That, Mr. President, is the sentiment of the
country that I represent. As stated yesterday by
the Senator from Missouri, Mr. Vest, if the tide of
battle had gone in the other direction, if our flag
had floated forward instead of backward, we would
have voted anything to those soldiers who won that
fight ; and if our soldiers are not pensioned, if they
have no bounties and lands, it is the fate of war.
It is a risk which they took with the rest of us, and
they bear their fortune manfully in this, as they
bore their hearts to danger during the war."

Senator Brown, of Georgia, endorsed the senti-
ment expressed by Senator Vest, and recorded him-

self in favor of the resolution. Said he :

"We have now reached the point where Sorthern
men are ready to do all that is proper to be done to
honor and pension the Union soldiers."

Senator Maxey, on the 10th inst., made a rousing
speech in favor of Senator Butlers amendment that
the survivors of the Mexican war ought to be pen-

sioned, in the course of which he said :

" Mr. President, I have seen the criticisms in a
few newspapers ; but when you come to the great
toiling masses, about whom so much has been said ;

when you come to the American people, honest
men, true men, men of courage, men who believe
that a man who has upheld the flag of his country
when called upon by his Government to do so, these,
with one accord, say he should not, when needy and
disabled, drag out his lingering days in poverty and
distress, but that his Government should come to
his aid. The tax-payer- s, the people, say it."

FOREIGN ITEMS.
Abroad the week has been comparatively un-

eventful. Much interest is manifested in England
touching the probable result of Mr. Gladstone's
attempt to force the adoption of his cloture (or
closure) by Parliament. The closure is intended to
serve the same purpose as the "previous question"
in Congress to limit debate, so as to secure action
on important measures and is especially aimed at
the Irish abstractionists, who, under the skillful
leadership of Parnell, gave the ministry a vast deal
of trouble at the last session. The objection to Mr.
Gladstone's plan is, that it deprives the minority of
all voice whatsoever in the debates. It clothes the
Speaker, or Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole, with authority to put the proposition that
a division be taken on the main question before
the House. This proposition will not be debatable,
and it may be carried by a bare majority of one.
The only safeguard of minority rights is a provision
that where the closure is opposed by forty or more
members, it must be supported by more than 200.
In such a case the motion could be carried by a
vote of 201 to 200, and if in a thin House the
number of negative votes did not exceed 39, debate
could be summarily shut oft by the affirmative
votes of 40 members. The opposition to the
Government rule is growing steadily, and the
Premier may yet be forced to modify his de-

mands. The practical result of the Jewish
persecutions in Kussia are beginning to appear.
Three hundred refugees sailed for this coun-
try last Saturday. Berthold Auerbach, the great
German novelist, is dead. Gambetta has suc-
ceeded in securing 138 members for the Eepublican
Union, the political group of the French Assembly
which he has revived as a basis upon which to build
up anew his supremacy in that body. The Spanish
Cortes re-open- ed on the 15th inst. Mr.Bradlaugh
is once more appealing to his constituents, and is
being enthusiastically received, but the House of
Commons shows no disposition to relent and let him
in. The Carlist pilgrims have decided not to go
to Rome ? Mess the Pope favors the project. The
financial . nic in the Continent does not seem to be
quite over. The Paris Banque de Macon has failed for
$400,000, and the Marquis de Jocas, who was a heavy
stockholder in the suspended Union Generale bank,
has committed suicide. 31. Humbert, the French
Minister of Justice, will propose a bill in the French
Assembly placing Bourse or stock exchange trans-
actions on the same footing as gambling debts, which
cannot be recovered at law. Evidently some-
thing has occurred to disturb the composure of that
unhappy prisoner, the Czar of Kussia, for the police
have closed the University of Kharkof. A tele-
gram from Paris states that Mr. B. B. Hotchkiss, the
American inventor of the revolving cannon adopted
by the principal governments, has received the dec-
oration of Chevalier of the Legion of Honor on ac-

count of his services to the French marine. The
Danish government has also conferred upon Mr.
Hotchkiss the Cross of Denmark for similar ser-

vices rendered to its artillery.

WHAT CONGRESS IS DOING.

But little actual business waj transacted in either
branch of Congress during theweek, the Senate be-

ing occupied chiefly with thehonsideration of the
Ingalls pension arrears resolutn, the debate upon
which is reported at length elsewhere in these col-

umns, and the House being Heeply immersed in
that most intricate of all subnets, the apportion-
ment question.

In the Senate, on Thursdaj the 9th inst., Mr.
Vest, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill au-

thorizing the Secretary of the treasury to examine
certain vouchers filed by the .tate of Missouri for
pay due to the officers and nsn of the militia of
said State for military servicers evidenced by the
proper pay-roll- s heretofore flip, with, accepted by,
and paid upon by the Goveriment of the United
States, and to report to Congres. A motion to elect
Neil S. Brown, jr., of Tenncssje, chief clerk of the
Senate failed on a tie vote. Abill to place Colonel
Herman Biggs who resigned his commission at the
ctose of tha war, on account jf ill-heal- th and who
since then has became permsaently disabled from
the effects of a splinter wound received in the se-
rviceon the retired list, gave ise to a long debate,
Senator Plumb antagonizing i on the ground that
it was " establishing a discrinjnation which is un-

wise and unpatriotic against a class of men who
have never asked to be put or) the retired list, and
not one of whom is there, tj wit, the men who
served for the smallest possijle pay with justas
great merit as any other partes, and who carried
muskets while they were servhg the Government."
He thought a pension was all to which Mr. Biggs
was entitled, and the Senate Sieming to be of the
same opinion, the sponsor of tie bill, Mr. Sewell, of
New Jersev, had it passed ovef. A similar disposi-
tion was made of the bill to Tinove the disabilities
of Brevet-Colon- el D. F. KirlWof the Eighth Mis-

souri volunteers and aftenvails the Thirty-nint- h

colored infantry in the Eegula- - army, who was dis-

missed the service on accounfof drunkenness and
alleged insulting conduct towards the wife of a
brother officer, the object of tie bill being to make
him eligible for appointment jo a captaincy by the
President. It was adniittedjhat Colonel Kirby
had been a gallant soldier andthe opposition to the
bill was based on the fact hat his appointment
would necessarily interfere wth the present order
of promotions in the Eegular jrmy.

On Friday, the 10th instance bill for the relief
of Colonel Kirby was taken 1p again and passed,
but that for the'relief of Mr. Bggs was again passed
over. A bill to revoke the smtence of a general
court-marti- al in the case of a clored soldier afflicted
with the startling name of Sahpson Goliah led to
a very interesting debate. Gdiah, it appeared, had
been convicted of mutiny, bufj after he had served
out his sentence it was discored that he was in-

nocent, and the bill was interned to enable him to
draw the pay to which he woujd have been entitled
but for the verdict of the cour(martial. The merits
of the case were admitted, bit Senator Edmunds
raised the point that to pass jhis bill would be an
exercise of the pardoning powp", which by the Con-

stitution was vested solely in tie President, and after
an animated discussion the Ml was temporarily laid
over, as was also the bill to Slace General Grant
upon the retired list. Mr. Fye occupied the re-

mainder of the session with the delivery of a set
speech against the tariff-comnissi- on bill.

In the Senate, on Monday, he 13th inst., a reso-

lution was adopted, directing jhe Secretary of War
to report the number and character of cannon new
owned by the United States, rhich have been con-
demned or are deemed unfit fcr use ; whether the
material of such cannon is nealed, or can be advan-
tageously used by the United' States in the manu-
facture of ordnance or for otler purposes ; also the
market value of such condemned cannon, and how
many have been appropriated; by special laws for
specific purposes.

Among the bills passed werj the following :

To provide for the sale of tie lands of the Miami
Indians in Kansas. To amend article 103 of the
rules and articles of war. Imposing a limitation of
two years from the date of enlistment against prose-
cutions for desertion. To promote the efficiency
of the navy. Making drunkenness, or incapacity
arising from misconduct, an? not contracted in the
line of duty, a sufficient reaion to prevent an officer
of the navy being placed on the retired list, and
allowing him, upon discharge by the President, one
year's pay.

The Ingall's pension arrears resolution was laid
aside informally, and Messis. Dawes and Pendleton
addressed the Senate in favor of civil service re-
form.

Among the bills introduced were the following :

By Mr. Vance (Dem., Nj C.) For the relief of
officers on the retired list of the army and navy.
It empowers the President to detail such retired

officers as may apply to him for employment, in the
Indian and Pension Bureaus, Life-savin- g Service, or
other branches of the civil service ; such officers to
receive, while performing tnis duty, the full pay
and allowances of their rank, and no more.

By Mr. Plumb (Sep., Kan. To regulate promo-
tions in the army, and to increase its efficiency.

In the Senate., on Tuesday the Committee on
Civil Service was authorized to send for persons
and papers, upon a statemeut by Mr. Hawley that
the committee desired this atthorityso as to enable
them to pay the mileage of seTeral gentlemen whose
presence they desired. After the expiration of the
privileged morning hour the calendar became the
regular order of business urtil half-pa-st one, but
Mr. Edmunds moved to suspend the present and all
prior orders to take up the aiti-polyga- bill.

The motion was defeated md the consideration
of the calendar was proceeded with; at half-pa-st one
the pension-arrear- s resolutiot came up as the un-
finished business.

Mr. Edmunds again inovei to proceed with the
anti-polyga- bill ; but said he would not ask a
vote on the motion until several Senators, who had
given notice of set speeches on other subjects Mon-
day, had been heard.

Mr. Vance then took the lltor for a speech on the
the tariff, and upon the conclusion of his remarks
the pension-arrear- s resolutioncame up, and Mr. Call,
who was awarded the floor upon it, deferred his
remarks until Wednesday.

Mr. Edmunds then asked for a vote upon his
motion to take up the anti-pdyga- bill, and after
an arrangement Avhich entitles Mr. Call to retain
the floor for a speech on Wednesday on pensions
the motion prevailed and the bill was taken up
and laid over as the next bisiness in order after
Mr. Call stall have finished lis remarks. At half-pa-st

four the Senate adjourned until Wednesday.
Wednesday the President pro tern, submitted from

the Secretary of the Treasury the report of the cat-
tle commission on the lung plague of cattle.

Mr. Miller (Cal.) made an adverse report upon the
Senate bill to confer positive, in place of relative,
rank on the officers of the engineer corps in the
United States navy. Indefinitely referred.

Mr. Jackson introduced the bill presented by Mr.
Morgan in the last Congress for the relief of the
book agents of the Methodist Episcopal Church
South.

A resolution reported by Mi. Piatt, from the Com-
mittee on Contingent Expenses, to provide a mes-
senger for each of the Committees on Finance, Post-office- s,

Pensions, Claims, Judiciary, and Engrossed
Bills, was discussed. The absolute necessity of the
provision to facilitate committee business was gen-
erally conceded, and, on motion of Mr. Ingalls, the1
District Committee was included in the resolution,
which, after some little debate, was passed as
amended, and after the transaction of some further
business of a miscellaneous and unimportant na-

ture, the Senate adjourned.

House.
In the House on Thursday, the 9th instant,

a bill was introduced for the purchase of the
Freedman's Bank property on Pennsylvania ave-
nue, Washington, for the General Government.
Among the resolutions introduced was one au-

thorizing the Public Printer to print 1,000 copies
each of volumes 1, 2, and 3 of the Official Eecords
of the War of the Bebellion, to be sold at ten per
cent, above cost. It was referred to the Committee
on Printing. The rest of the session was taken up
with the consideration of the apportionment bill.

On Friday, the 10th inst., the House took up the
bill for the relief of Lieutenant-Colon- el Kirby
passed the same day in the Senate and it was

made the subject of quite an exciting debate, at the
close of which it was ordered to be reported back
favorably from Committee of the Whole, and passed
by a vote of 97 yeas, to 63 nays.

During the discussion, when the specification of
drunkenness in his case was under review, Mr.
Browne, of Indiana, related the following racy
anecdote about an old colonel of the war of 1812
Colonel Cromb, who served with distinction
under Jackson during that war, and continued in
the army subsequently and after Jackson had
become President of the United States. Some of
the officers came to the President and said, " Colonel
Cromb gets drunk, disgracefully drunk; why, it
was only last week he went staggering along the
streets ; he is bringing the army into disrepute."
A day or two afterward even worse things than that
were said about him as to his conduct at a dinner
party, and the officers said, "Mr. President, he
must be removed for the sake of the army." The
old hero of New Orleans looked at the gentlemen
and said, " Old Colonel Cromb, by his gallantry at
the siege of Sandusky, earned the right to be drunk
all the balance of his life, and, by the Eternal, he
has my permission to be so. " Laughter.

In the House, on Monday, the 13th inst., among
the bills introduced were the following :

By General Eosecrans To incorporate the Mari-
time Canal Company, of Nicarauga: by Mr. Young,
of Ohio, providing for the creation of a Department
of Manufactures and Mines. Among the bills re-
ported from committees was that making the Agri-
cultural Bureau an Executive Department. The
general powers and duties of the Department, as set
forth in the bill, are substantially the same as are
exercised under the existing organization, and it is
to be presided over by a new officer, to be called the
Secretary of Agriculture, who is to be appointed by
the President and confirmed by the Senate. The
Secretary is to receive the same salary as the other
heads of Executive Departments. The assistant
secretary must be a practical agriculturist.

In the House, on Tuesday, most of the session
was consumed by a debate upon a resolution having
reference to the alleged imprisonment of American
citizens by the British Government in Ireland.
Throughout the discussion considerable confusion
prevailed and finally, owing to the difficulty with
which business was transacted, the House, after
tabling the resolution, adjourned.

On Wednesday, the morning hour having been
dispensed with, the House resumed the consider-
ation of the apportionment bill, the discussion upon
which continued until the hour of adjournment.

CAPITAL TOPICS.
It is reported that the House Committee on In-

valid Pensions has decided not to recommend favor-
ably any bill asking for arrears of pensions, and
to date all claims from time of passage.

The portion of the Territory of Dakota out of
which the House Committee has decided to favor
the erection of a State includes all that part lying
south of the forty-sixt- h parallel of latitude, the
northern portion to constitute, as now, the Terri-
tory of Dakota. The sub-committ- ee will prepare
a substitute for the pending bill providing for the
necessary machinery of government, &c.

Mr. Hewitt's bill prescribing the mode of count-
ing the electoral vote provides that the electors
shall meet and cast their votes on the second Mon-
day in January next following their appointment.
All controversies relating to the right of an elector
to exercise the office must be determined by the
highest tribunal of the State in which the contro-
versy arises before the meeting of the electors. The
two Houses of Congress must meet in joint conven-
tion on the second Monday in February succeeding
the meeting of the electors. The votes must be
counted as certified by the electors unless rejected
by both Houses, and the decision of the State court
as to disputed points must stand unless reversed by
both Houses. Where there are two judicial de-

cisions, each purporting to be that of the highest
court, the decision of the two Houses as to which
shall prevail shall be conclusive. Where there are
contested votes, and no certified decision of the
highest judicial tribunal of the State, they cannot
be counted unless both Houses concur.

President Arthur has signed the commission of
Frederick A. Trittle, to be Governor of the Terri-
tory of Arizona.

President Arthur on Thursday nominated rer

John C. New, of Indiana, to be Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. New was chairman
of the Indiana campaign committee at the late elec-
tion, and to his efforts principally was due the fact
that the National Eepublican Committee decided
to make a big fight for Indiana in the October elec-
tion preceding the last presidential election in No-

vember. He is the owner of the Indianapolis
Journal, and ever since the result of the last presi-
dential election has been spoken of for a prominent
Federal appointment. At one time it was under-
stood that he would be made minister to Eussia by
President Arthur.

There is a growing sentiment in Congress in favor
of subsidizing ocean steamship lines as the only
practical method of reviving our declining ship-
ping interests. At a joint conference of sub-committe- es

of the House Committees on Commerce,
Naval Affairs, and Post-Eoad- s, the following signifi-
cant resolution was adopted :

"Resolved, That it is the sense of this joint com-
mittee that it is advisable to promote the postal and
commercial interests of the United States by provid-
ing a sufficient compensation for the carriage of
ocean mails from the United States to foreign ports
by American ships."

Mr. John W. Guiteau, the brother of the assassin,
returned last week to his home in Boston. He says
that Guiteau has finally made up his mind that he
will he have to die ; that he has given up all hopes
of the President commuting his sentence to impris-
onment for life. He says that Guiteau told him
when he had a parting interview that he thought
sentiment was so strong against him that the Presi-
dent could not interefere even if he wanted to. He
says Guiteau seems willing to meet his death when
the time comes, and that he does not think Scoville
will persist in his effort for a new trial, for the
reason that people demand the prisoner's death.
The behavior of the assassin, according to the prison
authorities, has vastly improved since sentence was
passed upon him. An absurd rumor that Mrs. Gar-
field had written a letter to the President asking
him to reprieve Guiteau was emphatically denied
on Sunday by the lady herself.

The House Committee on Naval Affairs has favor-
ably reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of
the Navy to pay to Eear-Admir- al Worden, and the
officers and crew of the, Monitor who participated
in the action with the Merrimae, including Chief
Engineer Alban C. Stimers and Acting Master Sam-
uel Howard, such a sum as the Secretary of the
Navy shall find to have been the actual value of the
Merrimae and her armament, not exceeding $200,-00- 0,

to be distributed in place of the bounty provid-
ed for by section 4,635 of the Eevised Statutes. In
case of the death, before its passage, of persons enti-
tled to the benefits of the act, the sum due to such
person is to go to his widow, if living, or to his child
or children. If no child or children are living, the
prize money is to go to his executor for the benefit
of his heirs at law.

The State of Nebraska at the last congressional
election elected a Eepresentative-at-larg- e Mr.
Majors on the theoiy that under the ratio, as ap-

plied to population, the State was entitled to one
additional Eepresentative. The question of the
claim of the State was referred by the House to the
Judiciary Committee; A majority of the com-
mittee will report that the claim made by Nebraska
is a valid one, and that Mr. Majors should be seated
as an additional Eepresentative.

The House Committee on Invalid Pensions have
instructed Eepresentative Brown to ask the House
to hold two night sessions during the first Aveek in
March for the consideration of pension matters to
be reported from that committee.

"Mr. John P. Gould, of New York, is here with a
memorial more than five thousand feet long, and
signed by merchants, manufacturers, mechanics,
farmers, tax-payer- s, and others, residing in nearly
every State in the Union, which will be presented
to the Ways and Means Committee. It asks that
the tax on bank deposits and the two-ce- nt stamps
on checks and drafts may be abolished.

REVIEW OF THE WEEK.

One of the most startling events of the week was
a tragedy which occurred in the editorial rooms of
the Xational Republican in this city on the evening
of Thursday, the 9th instant. The Republican
recently published several articles reflecting se-

verely on the personal character'of Mr. A. M. So-

teldo a well-know- n Washington correspondent.
These articles greatly incensed Mr. Soteldo, and,
suspecting Mr. Clarence Barton, the managing edi-
tor of the Republican, of being the author, he, in
company with A. C. Soteldo, his younger brother,
visited the Republican office on the evening in ques-
tion and asked Mr. Barton to read a paper which
he handed to him. It was a reply to the offensive
article published that morning, and Mr. Barton
refused to receive it, referring Mr. Soteldo to the
editor, Mr. Gorham. An altercation then ensued
and all three became involved in a hand-to-han- d

struggle, during which several shots were fired, the
result of which was that Mr. Barton was slightly
wounded in two places and Mr. Soteldo fatally shot
in the neck, the bullet fired by his brother. Mr. A. M.
Soteldo's weapon was found with the chambers all
loaded, and but one barrel of Mr. Barton's revolver
was discharged, while Mr. A. C. Soteldo is known
to have fired several shots. The last named was
placed under arrest, while the victim of the unfor-
tunate affair was removed to the Providence Hos-
pital. The physicians pronounced his case hopeless
from the first, but he lingered, attended by his lov-
ing wife, until shortly after ten o'clock Saturday
evening, when he expired. He was conscious the
greater part of the time and bore himself with
manly fortitude, blaming no one-h- ut himself for
the unfortunate occurrence.

The Supreme Court of the State of Tennessee
has rendered an opinion two out of the five judges
dissenting pronouncing the new three per ceut.
funding bill unconstitutional and void, on the
ground that the Legislature could not make valid
a contract making coupons receivable for taxes
for ninety-nin-e years. The decision was not offic-
ially made known until the 10th inst., but it leaked
out, somehow, in advance, and the State bonds de-

clined heavily, no doubt to the material advantage
of the well-poste- d stock-jobbe- rs who "sold short."
The decision is hailed with delight by the repudia-
tion party in Virginia as well as Tennessee, but it
bodes no good for the unfortunate persons who
bought Tennessee bonds in good faith, believing in
the honesty of the Commonwealth.

The Greenbackers are meditating another
national convention. The New York State Com-
mittee has been called to meet on the 22d instant
to consider the matter. Sherman's new funding
bill is the exciting cause of the rag-baby- 's latest
spasm.

Mk. Blaine's diplomatic policy continues to be
the leading topic of discussion in political circles.
The most recent development is the publication of
his letter of instructions to Mr. Morgan, United
States Minister to Mexico, touching the request of
Guatemala to the President of the United States to
interpose his good offices to procure a settlement of
the boundary dispute between that republic and
Mexico. Mr. Blaine gives a historical sketch of
the events that left a province between the two
countries over which both claim jurisdiction, elab-
orates his favorite theory of a Union of all the
American Eepublics, and then delicately suggests
that the President would not decline to act as a
mediator between Mexico and Guatemala if the
first-name- d power would concur in the request.
Mr. Mareschal, in his reply, insists that the title of
Mexico to the disputed province is so plain that
there is really nothing to submit to arbitration,
unless it be the line which divides this region from
territory which Mexico does not claim. It becomes
daily more evident that Congress is going to take
up the issue between the President and Mr. Blaine,
and there will be a pretty row when the full cor-

respondence is reported to that body.

Five railway laborers were run over and instantly
killed on Monday morning on the famous tunnel of
the Baltimore and Potomac Eailroad Company
which passes entirely under the city of Baltimore.
A train was approaching them on either track and
there was no escape for the poor fellows. The
coroner's jury censured the company for not taking
proper precautions to protect the lives of their
employees, and there, we suppose, the matter will
end.

The advisory committee of the trunk lines have
organized, with Senator Sherman as chairman, and
will shortly begin to hear the complaints of mer-
chants and shippers in the leading cities.

The immense tract of land set aside by the State
of Texas to pay for the erection of a new State House
has been transferred by the State during the past
few days to Abner Taylor, Hon. C. B. Farwell, and
John V. Farwell, of Chic igo, and A. C. Babcock, of
Canton, Ills., who will furnish the necessary funds
for erecting the building. This domain is larger
than the State of Connecticut, and five times larger
than Ehode Island. It is the northwest corner of
the State, and the survey extends south a distance
of 197 miles with an average width of 27 miles.
Two railways are already projected through this
section of the State. The transfer of these lauds is
probably the largest sale ever made to private indi-
viduals, and the purchasers are the largest land-
owners in the world.

A Democratic caucus of the House decided on
Saturday last to support the Buckner bill as a sub-

stitute for the Banking and Currency Committee's
bill on national bank charters. It proposes to sub-

stitute Treasury notes, redeemable in coin on de-

mand, for national bank notes and extinguish the
banks. There is small danger of its passage, for it
cuts down the redemption fund to fifteen per cent. ;

leaves no way open for its increase, and while it
pretends and aims to fix unalterably the amount of
paper money in fact leaves this to every Congress
to increase or decrease the amount as it will, and
thus opens the door to a perpetual lobby of specula-
tors desiring for their sinister purposes to effect an
increase or decrease of the currency and consequent
artificial fluctation in prices.

It is of interest to note that Peter Cooper cele-

brated his ninety-fir- st birthday in New York on
Saturday last and is more than ever entitled to be
called " the venerable Mr. Cooper." Hamilton Fish,
Wm. E. Dodge, John Bigelow, A. S. Hewitt, and
other distinguished men were among his callers.
Mr. Cooper ascribes his longevity to his regular
habits and his diet of milk of human kindness?

One of the most curious attempts at fraud of re-

cent occurrence, is that just made by Mayor Navin,
of Adrian, Mich. He managed to place 150,000 of
city water bonds, the issue of which had neyer been
authorized, with a prominent New York banker at
a premium, received the money and deposited with
the Union Trust Company, and it was only by acci-

dent through an informality in a draft drawn by
him, on account of which it had to be sent back to
Adrian that the swindle was discovered. What
makes the affair especially mysterious, is the fact
that the Mayor did not decamp with the cash when
it was paid to him although, possibly, he managed
to draw against it in some way and that the
"trusted agent " of the New York broker who was
sent out recently to Adrian in advance of the pay-
ment to see that everything was " all right," re-

ported that it was. Mayor Naviu's whereabouts
are at present unknown.

PROPOSED NATIONAL GRANGE BUILDING.
Mr. Aiken, of South Carolina, has introduced a

bill in the House, which has been referred to the
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, pro-
viding : " That so much of the public park in the
city of Washington, known as the cmall,' lying and
situated at the intersection of Missouri avenue and
4i street, (west of 4 V street and south of Missouri
avenue), covering an area of 150 feet square, be
leased, without rent, for ninety-nin-e years, to the
National Grange, the incorporated head of the
Order of Patrons of Husbandry, for the purpose of
erecting thereon a building suitable to the wants of
said Order. t--


