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In sending his subscription for The
National Teibune from Lmcrencc, Ilass.,

Gen. George S. Merrill, Commander-in-Chie- f of

the Grand Army of the llepublic, says :

"The bold advocacy of The National
Tribune of the rights of the soldier elicits my

hearty approval. Keep on as you have begun,

and do not consider your work accomplished

until every soldier who is entitled to a pension
receives 7, and every soldiers tridoio and every

soldiers child are provided for by the Govern-

ment. Signed) Geo. S. Meeeill."

Now that Congress has disposed of the
rjiti-polygar- ny and Chinese bills, it will,

perhaps, find time to consider some of the
pending measures affecting "the interests of

our rs. Four months of the session

have already gone by and still nothing has

been done towards increasing the clerical

force in the Pension Bureau. How long

must the Nation's defenders bekept waiting

tr the pensions that are due them?

The bondholder may well view with
complaisance the efforts of such legislators

as Senator Beck to defeat all pension meas-

ures. Why should he care, now that the
rebellion has been put down and the finan-

cial security of the Government
what becomes of the brave fellows

who made his bonds worth a premium on

their face value?
a

A labge share of our space is devoted to

the chronicling of Grand Army news, and

those who wish to keep themselves thor-

oughly posted on the affaira of the- - Order

should forward their subscriptions at once.

The National Teibune is every where

recognized as the authoritative representa-

tive of the interests of the soldier and it is

always abreast with the times.

In futube The National Tribune
will be printed regularly on Thursday

morning of each week and mailed immedi-

ately to our subscribers. Our perfect press

facilities enable us to issue our large editions

in a comparatively short time, and the earli-

est mails leaving the city will carry the paper
to our many thousands of readers in every
State and Territory throughout the Union.
Any delay in receiving the reaper hereafter
can only arise from a defective mail service,

and if our attention is called to any failure
to deliver promptly we will endeavor to
correct the matter.

It wtll be seen that Commissioner Dud-

ley, in his communication to the Select
Committee on Reform in the Civil Service,

wlrich we publish in another column of

The National Teibune, makes some valu-

able suggestions in reference to the appoint-

ments, which it is to be hoped will soon be

made, in the clerical force of the Pension
Bureau. "How to appoint," and "whom to

appoint," are important questions for con

sideration, and General Dudley sensibly re-

marks that the examining force those who

do the real work of the office" must exer-

cise a sound discretion and form ripe and
well-consider- ed judgments;" and he adds,

that as far as possible they should be se-

lected from among those who fought for the

Nation's life, "who will care more to speed-

ily get ante-morte- m pensions for the vete-

rans, rather than calculate how long they

can make their own employment last." As

be also very forcibly says, preference should

be given other things being nearly equal- -to

their sons, widows, and daughters. The

Commissioner very properly proposes to

have rigid examinations, written and oral.

If his suggestions are acted upon, and Con--

makes the necessary appropriation for

acreaeiug the force of the Pension Office,

ilte equipment will soon be such as to en-

able the work of auditing the many thou-

sands of pending claims to be conducted

without further inexcusable delays and em-

barrassments. A word to the Congressmen

jr Senators ftcm your district will aid The
S'ATioifAL Teibune in securing the neceg-mr- y

legislation on this subject. Write at
see, urging the matter.
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National Unity.

The completion of the Southern Pacific

Railroad, the other da-- , attracted scarcely

more attention than the opening of a new

street car line in any of our great cities, and

the fact is significant of tho immense

progress which the country has made since

the close of the war. Enterprises which in

I860 would have excited the' wonder of the

continent, are now passed by as affairs of

cvery-da-y occurrence. Indeed, the expan-

sion of our railroad and telegraph sj-ste-
m is

so rapid that the general public cinno longer

keep pace with it, and the mind is, fatigued in

merely trying to keep in view the direction

of industrial development. That vast region

of country beyond the borders of the State of

Kansas, which less than a quarter of a cen-

tury think of asago we were accustomed to

a howling wilderness, and which was repre-

sented on the maps of those days a3 an un-

known waste, divided by arbitrary territo-

rial lines, has become the theatre of great

projects and the centre of a new civilization.

Cities have sprung up as if by magic in the

heart of tho Rocky Mountains, and church

bells are heard where but the other day the

war-who- op of the savage was the only sound

that disturbed the primeval solitude. And

yot, despite the wonderful growth of the
country, there never was a time in its history

when wo were such a homogeneous people.

The war eliminated the old States' rights

doctrines, and the railroads have done the
rest Tho tides of population which ebb and

flow along these channels of inter-Stat- e com-

munication facilitate the interchange of ideas

and customs, and sweep away the artificial

barriers of local prejudice as fast as they are

erected. San Francisco is nearer New York
to-da- y than was Chicago in the days when,

as Fort Dearborn, it marked the extreme

northwest limit of our frontier, and, notwith-

standing the. bitter feelings engendered by

the war, Boston and Richmond have more in

common to-da- y than they had in i860.

.There are those who fancy they see in the

vastness of our territory a constant menaeo

to the life of the Republic. They profess to

believe that as immigration increases and

spreads over the continent, local interests

will, in course of time, antagonize the

national welfare, and that another civil war

will be the result It has been often said

that " the next war will be between tho
"West and the East." So far from that
being possible, it seems to us that the
more rapid the development of tho West,

dependent as it is upon tho multiplication

of the means of railway communication,

the more closely the interests of tho two

sections are likely to bo woven together.

The industries which once were confined to

the Atlantic slope long ago crossed the Alle-ghanie- s,

and as the plowshare is driven

further and further towards the Pacific the
spirit of manufacturing enterprise keeps

pace with it. Doubtless the present genera--tio- n

will seo the day when Chicago Avill be

the greatest manufacturing city on the con-

tinent, if not the first in point of population,

and when the forests of Oregon will be the

main source of our lumber supply.
We have said that Boston and Rich-

mond have more in common to-da- y than
they had in I860. We might go further and

add that if in 1SG0 the present railway sys-

tem of the South had been in existence, it is

possible that there would never have been

any rebellion. No greater misfortune ever

befell the Slate of South Carolina than that
the great railway across the Blue Ridge

which was designed to make Charleston the
port of Cincinnati was never completed.

Had that magnificent project been carried

out ' it would have developed tho latent
spirit of enterprise and emancipated the
people of the Palmetto State from the yoke

of indolence and prejudice. Along with the
"rain of the "West would have flowed in

the liberal progressive ideas of the West,

and the pernicious doctrines of Calhoun

would never have rotted away the old attach-

ment of the people for the Union of the

fathers. It was the isolation of the South

which more than anything else was the cause

of secession, and it is the most precious of

all the results of the war that it has opened

up every section of the country to the genius

of enterprise and labor. Sectionalism may

survive in limited localities, but it cannot

long withstand the invasion of the railroad

and telegraph with all the nationalizing

influences which attend their march.

Our ring on tho Seas

The announcement in the annual report

of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company that
it has concluded to withdraw' its support

from the American line of steamers plying

between tho ports of Philadelphia and

Liverpool, on the ground that the line can-

not bo made self-sustainin- g, is conclusive

evidence that without a change in our na-

tional policy it is idle to hope for any speedy

revival of American shipping interests.

The American line of. steamers, which is tho

only line running between the United States

and Europe that flies the American flag, was

started and conducted apparently under the

most favorable auspices. The Pennsylvania

Railroad diverted, as far as was possible, all
the ocean freights at its command to the

line, but it was, notwithstanding, operated

at a heavy loss. The ships of the line were

all built in Philadelphia, and were first-cla- ss

in every respect, and cost little, if any, more

than similar vessels could.havc.been purchased

for in the yards of the Clyde. The failure of

the line was due solely to the fact that the ex-

penses of operating it were heavier than its

revenue could bear. The result would have

been the same, therefore, had these steamers

been bought abroad a convincing proof of

the fallacy of tho argument that all that is

needed to build up our decaying commerce

is the repeal of the navigation laws, denying

to foreign-bui- lt ships an American register.

It is well, therefore, to reflect that the

secret of the wonderful growth of 'British

commerce lies in the fact that the British gov-

ernment has steadily pursued the policy of

subsidizing its lines of steamships, thereby

enabling them to compete successfully for

foreign trade.
The way to revive our shipping interests

is clearly to follow England's example. If
it be true that wo cannot build ships as

cheaply on this side of the water, it is sim-

ply because the business is still in its in-

fancy, and not because of a lack of skill or

proper materials. It is unquestionably true
that Mr. John Roach, as well as all Ameri-

can ship builders, would benefit largely by

the subsidizing of American steamship lines,

since the moment that the business of ocean

carriage is made profitable to American steam-

ship owners a great demand for American

steamships will spring up, but the coun-

try would benefit still more largely, since

the millions that aire now annually paid to

foreign nations for the transportation of our

exports- - to foreign ports would go into the
pockets of our own people. If it be true,

as it undoubtedly is, that the maintenance

of the'protectivo tariff has bujit up Ameri-

can manufactures, it is also true that the
adoption of the subsidy plan would build up

American shipping. The demagogues in

Congress who oppose this plan on the ground

that at the outset it will enrich John Roach,

might, with as much justice, oppose our

present tariff, on the ground that it has

made millionaires of men who twenty or

thirty years ago were struggling mechanics.

A Dip Into tho Future.
The Regular Army of tho United States

has an effective strength of little more than
twenty-fiv- e thousand officers and men. It
has no navy at all worth speaking of, al-

though it possesses a sufficient number of

experienced officers and seamen to man a

respectable fleet if it had any ships worth

manning. So far as its apparent means of
defense go, the Republic would be powerless
to cope with any foreign principality should

any uuloward event involve it in another

war. England, France, land-lock- ed Ger-

many, ' Russia, Italy, Spain, Sweden-comp- ared

to ihc armament of any one of

these powers our own is insignificant. On

sea or on land we should be worsted at the
first encounter. Even tho South American

republics are better off. The Chilian fleet

could bombard New York from the bay with

impunity, and the luckless citizens would bo

forced to witness the destruction of the me-

tropolis without striking a blow. One such

invincible gunboat as the famous Peru-

vian ram Hauscar could drive American

commerce the little that remains of it
from the sea. Everyone admits that this is

so: it has been repeatedly asserted on the floor

of Congress and openly confessed in the De-

partment reports. Yet no one appears to be

alarmed at the situation although in point

of fact tho defenseless condition of the coun-

try may at anytime become a source of grave

solicitude and up to the present time no

continental nation has ventured to iako ad

vantage of it. One of tho chief reasons

undoubtedly is that the Republic gives no .

offense to its neighbors and never meddles

with their affairs. It does not aspire to

plant its flag in Africa or India or Egpyt or

to improve the morals of the heathen, but

rather within its own borders to furnish a

safe refuge and asylum for the oppressed of

other climes and stimulate the development

of its own resources. Another reason may

be found also in the fact that gradually the

old world has become dependent upon tho

new for its food supplies while the New

has become tho largest consumer of Old

"World products. The commercial ties which

bind the continental nations to the United

States arc undoubtedly too strong to be sev-

ered upon slight provocation.

It must be confessed, however, that the

main reason why our scanty military and

naval armament occasion no disquietude,

lies in the sublime confidence of the Ameri-

can people in their ability to make good ibis

seeming deficiency whenever an actual

necessity arises for doing so. The wonderful

fertility .in resources which was displayed

in the late war has made an enduring im-

pression on the character of the Nation, and

inspired it with a confidence in itself which

nothing but a disastrous experience hereafter

will ever shake. The alacrity with which

the citizens of the Republic responded to the

call for volunteers at the outbreak of the re-

bellion will never be forgotten, and it will

always be said that it affords a sufficient

guarantee that in any future peril the Nation

will not lack for defenders. The belief is

not unreasonable, and we should bo the last
to dispute itg soundness, but if tho Govern-

ment bases its confidence upon the achieve-

ments of its ex-soldi- ers and sailors, it seems

to us that it should be its most sacred care

to sec that the interests of its late defenders

are not, by ever so-littl- slighted or neglected.

It cannot hope to see the spirit of patriotism,
which burned so- - brightly in tho battles of
the rebellion, kept alive in succeeding gen-

erations unless it fulfills its whole duty to the
present. Nothing will so quickly chill that
spirit as an attempt on its part to evade the
obligation which the war imposed upon it,
to care for and support tho veterans who

were disabled in its service. The cold; cal-

culating statistician may succeed infrighten- -

ing the thoughtless into the belief that tho

cost of pensions is gi eater than the country

can afford to pay, but just as surely as tho

preservation of the Union depended in '61

upon the willingness of tho people to take

arms in its defense, just as surely any failure

now on the part of the Government' to fully

requite its defenders, will imperil its safety

hereafter. Tho country can afford to bo

lavish in compensating its soldiers for their,

services ; it cannot afford to bo ungrateful.

The subscription price of The National
Ttubune is only one dollar neryear. No

ex-soldi- er can afford to bo without it- -

The Transportation Prohlom.

' A railroad advisory commission, composed

of ex-Senat-or Thurman of Ohio,

Washburne of 'Wisconsin, and Judge T. M.

Cooley of Michigan, has been lately engaged

in talcing testimony in the leading East-

ern cities upon the question of trans-

portation rates to the seaboard. The

commission began its session in New York,

whose merchants confined themselves prin-

cipally to presenting arguments against the

allowance of differential rates to rival sea-

ports, claiming that the charges for trans-

portation by all the great trunk lines from

competing points in the West to the Atlan-

tic seaports should be uniform, or, in other

words, that no account should be taken of

the greater distance to New York as com-

pared with Philadelphia and Baltimore.

From New York the commission proceeded to

Philadelphia, where papers were read in
favor of maintaining differential rates, and

thence to Baltimore, where it was in session

for several days a fortuight ago. Before

promulgating any decision in the matter,

the commission will, doubtless, take testi-

mony in some of the Western cities, so as to

et the views of prodncers, and will then,

perhaps, hear the special pleas of the railroad
companies themselves. The question is one

which concerns the prosperity of the West al-

most as much as tho welfare of the rival East-

ern porta, for upon the decision of the com-

mission provided, of course, that it should be

accepted by the trunk lines depends the

rate which the growers of grain will have to

pay hereafter for its transportation to mar-

ket. It is argued by the New York mer-

chants that the railroads should not be per-

mitted to charge any more per bushel for

transporting grain from Western points to

New York than to Baltimore, notwithstand

ing that the latter city is nearer to the great

points of competition in the ratio of 60.8 to

100 nearly one-thir- d nearer on the ground

that the excess of distance is more than bal-

anced by the difference in actual cost of car-

riage. They maintain that, owing to the

fact that there aie no heavy grades to be

surmounted on the line of the New York

Central, a bushel of grain can be carried to

New York as cheaply as to Baltimore If
this were true, it would establish, perhaps,

tho equity of their claim, but, as a matter of

fact, while it does require a greater motive

power to do business on the Baltimore and

Ohio Railroad, for instance, than on the

New York Central, the cost of fuel on the

latter is so much greater than on the former,

that tho advantage of grade becomes of small

consequence. Indeed, if we turn to the offi-

cial statistics as furnished by Poor's Manual,

we shall find that the percentage of working

expeuses of the three great trunk lines aver-

aged from 1870 to 1SS0 as follows:
Baltimore and Ohio 62.76

Pennsylvania 64.12

New York Central 68.63

showing that the first-name- d road is not

only the shortest from the West to the sea-u- -j

'--t the cheapest to operate. Accept-- t

ctual difference in distance as the
jstablishing differential rates from
to the Atlantic seaports, Baltimore

would bo entitled to a differential of 17,
whereas it has been as low as 3, and is now

but 8 which New York desires to wipe out

entirely. It perhaps makes little difference

to Western prodncers and shippers which of

the rival seaports gets their business, but it
is of Vital consequence to them that tho city

which is farthest away in point of distance

should not have the power of making tho

rates to cities which are nearer. As a matter
of fact, fifty por cent of all the grain which

is shipped East comes from districts in
which there is no railway competition, so

that if, for instance, tho rates should bo

equalized, shippers would lose any natural
advantage which they may have derived

from the fact of being on tho shortest line

to the ocean. Thus, for example, a shipper

at Cincinnati would have to pay as much to

send his grain to Baltimore as to Now York,

although tho former point would be only

about two-thir- ds as far away.

Tho effect of such an equalization of rates

as the New Yorkers demand, would be, of

course, to build up tho commerce of that
city at tho expense of all other interests.

Inasmuch as tho cost of ocean freights from

New York to foreign ports is always much

less than from Philadelphia or Baltimore,

Western shippers, in order to protect them-

selves, would be forced to export to Europe

via New York, and the commerce of Phila-

delphia, Baltimore and all Southern ports

would be sensibly diminished, if not alto-

gether destroyed. Furthermore, it would
deprive tho West of all tho benefits of com-

petition which it now enjoys, and would put
it within tho power Of the New York rail-

roads to fix the rates of transportation from

all sections of the country a monopoly

more monstrous than any which the farmer

has hitherto experienced. If the great trunk
lines were united in an agreement to charge

a uniform rate from all competing points to

their termini, there would be nothing to

restrain them from raising tho rates to any

point they pleased. The railway wars

which have raged at intervals during the

last ten years have had the effect of reducing

transportation charges to the minimum.

At times, some of the trunk lines have even

carried freight at less than cost, in order to

secure business, but with this motive no lon-

ger in existence their interests would prompt

them to raise theur Charges to a higher fig-

ure than ever before imposed. It is, of

course, desirable that the rates should be as

nearly stable as possible from season to sea-

son, in order that producers and shippers

may be able to make contracts with some

degree of certainty and safety, but this object

would be promoted quite as surely by the

establishment of differential rates as by tho

exaction of a uniform rate to all the compet-

ing seaports. It is, of course, impossible to

foresee, at present, what the action of the

commission will be, but we cannot believe
that it will ignore the question of distance
as the chief element in the cost of trans-

portation, in order to give New York a
monopoly of the business of the country.

A Suggestive Comparison.
Since the close of our unhappy civil war

Europe has thrice been ravished by the
sword, and no one can tell at what moment

the armed peace that exists at present may

be rudely broken. As Tennyson says, the

Nations "do but murmur, snarling at each

other's heels," but a few such firebrands as

General SkobelefFs speech, thrown in among

the pack would soon set them by the ears.

It is not with the prospect of another war

in tho old world, however, that we propose

to concern ourselves. It is sufficient to call

attention to the striking contrast between

the condition of the United States after the
conflict which threatened to dissolve the

Union and that of, any of the European
states at the close of a long and desperate
struggle. What took place when Lee sur-

rendered and the rebellion was declared at
an end ? The volunteer army, as everybody
knows, was disbanded as quickly as possi-

ble, the navy reduced to a peace footing,

the forts evacuated, and military rule re-

placed everywhere throughout the South by
the civil authority, all the extraordinary
expenses of the Government were lopped off

at the same time, and the necessary steps
were taken to begin the task of paying off

the debt in which the war had involved us.

All this was made possible by the fact that
with peace we had conquered security as

well ; no ghost of another war disturbed the
Nation's confidence, aud so it comes about
that to-da- y a Nation of fifty millions of peo

ple maintains a standing army of less than
thirty thousand. To support it costs but a

tithe of the Government's revenues. "What

is the case on the other side of the Atlantic?
Look at the immense military establish-

ments of France, " Germany, Austria, and

Russia! See how they grow with every

war, their strength a menace to the peace of

tho world rather than a xrotcction! Consider

what fabulous sums are annually required

to arm, feed, and clothe these monstrous

armies, and how heavily the people are

taxed to provide the necessary revenue!

Think also how the farm, the workshop, the

mines, all trades and professions are robbed

to furnish recruits! Note how fiercely the
flame of popular discontent burn3 in all the
continental countries, and with what fearful
zeal the leaders of free thought are hunted
down by the people's rulers!

What would not the Emperor of Germany
or the Czar of Russia give to see his country

lapped in the profound, secure, and healthful
peace that followed upon the suppression of
our own rebellion; to have no standing army
to maintain, no grinding taxes to impose, no
terrible society of assassins to repress ?

Has it ever occurred to anyone that never

in the history of the world has a war of such
awful proportions entailed so little after-su- f

fering as our own? If any such thought
has been suggested by such a comparison as

we have drawn, then certiinly it will not be
disputed that this Government ought not to
grudge one penny of the sum, whatever it
may be, that now or hereafter may be re-

quired to pension the soldiers whose sacri-

fices made this magnificent result possible.

Those Bold, Bad Iu"on.

We refer, of course, to the pension, claim
agents. It appears from recent statements
in the New York Herald and other oracular
journals that they have been guilty of sov-er- al

very horrible crimes. It is openly
charged that they secured the passage of the
Arrears of Pensions Act and it is more than
suspected that they had a hand in the late
war.

It must be admitted that there is a good

deal of truth in both accusations. Take the
last, for instance: we know of our own
knowledge that among these bold, bad men

are a number who had the unblushing au-

dacity to join the army at the very outbreak

of hostilities and remain in it until peace

was declared. Some of them even had the
impudence to try to stop the enemy's bul-

lets by interposing their own persons, and

had to be sent to the hospital as a conse-

quence of. their effrontery. They actually

had so little appreciation of their own de

pravity as to accept promotion on account

of alleged bravery in battle. Yes, if must

be admitted that some of these bold, bad

men did have something to do with the war!

As to tho charge that they were instru-

mental in securing tho passage of the Pen-

sion Arrears Act, wo fear that there is some

truth in that also. The letters which they

have received from soldiers in all parts of

the country thanking them for their exer-

tions, are alone sufficient to convict them of

the crime. And their crime, it must further
be admitted, was premeditated. They did

not hesitate "to urge the passage of the act in

public, as well as private, and instead of im

ploring Congress to turn a deaf ear to the

appeals of the pensioners, they had the

indecency to ask that they be heard.

But worse charges than these might be

brought against them. It might be said,

with equal truth, that they have wilfully

'helped many a needy soldier to get a pen-

sion when his claim hud lain for years neg-

lected in the Tension Bureau, and discour-

teously refused to accept any other reward

than tho pittance allowed by law for their
services. It might be urged that, even at
this moment, they are insolently demanding

an increase of the clerical force in the Pen-

sion Bureau so as to insure action on the
two hundred odd thousand pending claims
before the close of the century. They have
been guilty of all these things!

There are, of course, among the pension
claim agents, some Who disgrace their eaUr
ing by fraudulent practices, but, on the other
hand, the majority, aa Senator Call said in

the Senate last week, are business meii of

intelligence and spotless character.

The Labor Troubles.
The extensive strikes that have lately

taken place in various sections of the coun-

try are, not without reason, believed to por-

tend a general uprising of labor at no distant
day. Five years have now elapsed since the
last great industrial revolt against the de-

crees of capital, and there are those who
fancy they see in the recent demonstrations
at Chicago and Omaha the development of
tho same spirit of irritation and distrust
among the working classes which produced
the riots of 1877. There is, as we have said,
some reason for this apprehension, since any-

thing is possible when a latent feeling of
dissatisfaction is known to exist among the
laborers in any branch of industry, but it
should be remembered that the general con-

dition of trade doe3 not at all resemble that
which prevailed during the four years of
business depression which followed the
panic of 1873. The discontent of labor had

its origin at that time quite as much in the
lack of employment as in the reduction of

wages, and actual Hunger and Poverty hur
ried the strikers into acts of lawlessness

that were not contemplated at the outset

It was the last ditch in the irrepressible

conflict between Labor and Capital, and

Labor was blind to tho consequences when

it took the leap. The situation is very dif-

ferent at present Factories and mills are

running on full time ; those who are willing
to work find no difficulty in obtaining em-

ployment, and the tramp has disappeared
almost entirely from the country. It is
true that strikes are of frequent occurrence,

but fheyare no longer undertaken as a for-

lorn hope, and indicate industrial prosperity
rather than distress ; for Labor is aa prone
to take advantage of Capital's necessities as

Capital of Labor's helplessness. The wild
speculation that is going on at the present
moment in Wall street, where the Gould
syndicate are endeavoring to bull the price
of worthless stocks, will furnish the alarm-

ists with a muck better pretext for their
sinister predictions than any accidental in-

dustrial disturbance is likely to afford

them.

The Last of tho Poeta.
The death of the poet Longfellow brings

the fact forcibly home to us that tho race of
great American poets is well nigh extinct
Emerson, Whittier, and Lowell alone remain
of that little band of singers who have im-

parted to American poetry whatever fame

it may possess in the literatures of the world,
and they, too, may at any moment pass away.
Upon whom will their mantle fall? Of
mere makers of rhymes we still have a

plenty, to be sure, as the page3 of our maga-

zines attest, but of writers of immortal verse

scarcely one. One can almost pardon the
" barbaric yawp " of Walt Whitman when

we read the shallow, affected rhapsodies

which are current in the periodicals of the
day. There is a lack of wholesome senti-

ment and a barrenness of idea in the poetry

of the day that makes one despair of the
future of American song. New England,

which used to be the hotbed of American

literature, seems at last to have become

sterile, or at best produces only a few delicate
hybrids which wither at the first touch of
frosty criticism. The West which should
ere this have grown us a poet or two, ha3

produced nothing better than a Bret Harte
and a Joaquin Miller, both of whom bid
fair to survive their reputations. The South,
where sentiment has never been rudely
jostled by trade, ought also to have con-

tributed something" enduring to American
verse, but the South, too, ha3 proved disap-

pointing. The late Sydney Lanier possessed

a spark or two of the divine fire, but alasj
death carried him off before tho blaze had
been fairly kindled. Timrod, who has left
us a thin volume of poems, had all the
metrical skill of Tennyson ; but he wrote at
an nnpropitious season, and few men of
letters even are acquainted, we imagine,

with tho rare beauty of his verses. As for

Paul Hayne and Father Ryan, who at
present are the approved poets of the South,
theirs is but an ephemeral popularity, Tin-sustai-

by any phenominal merit in their
work, and it must inevitably perish with
the generation that gave it being. It is not,

however, altogether unaccountable that a
period of stagnation, real or apparent, should

succeed to the productive era of Bryant,

Longfellow, Holmes, Emerson, and Whittier.
The history of English literature reveals

many a similar hiatus, during which the
spirit of true poety seemed to elude the
grasp of the human intellect; yet it has

never failed to reappear at last with stronger

pinions and soar to higher realms of fancy.

The National Teibune circulates in
every State and Territory of the Union, and

in almost every town where there is an ex-sold- ier

of the Union Army, and advertisers

will find it an invaluable medium for mak-

ing the character of their goods known to

the public. Terms made known on applica-

tion.

Almost every measure of justice that our
ex-soldi- have obtained from Congress

they have had to fight for, and the struggle
is not yet over. The Arrears of Pensions
Act would have been repealed long ago but
for gallant efforts of such statesmen as
Senators Ingalls and Voorhees, and the
spirit with which, The National Teibune
replied to the slanders of the daily press.

To secure the legislation which is still
needed in order to establish the claims of

the pensioner and soldier upon the Govern-

ment, will require the combined labors of

all who are interested in seeing full justice
done to the Nation's defenders, and to that
end we trust that our subscribers will exert

themselves to extend tho circulation of The
National Tribune by every means ai
their command.


