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In forwarding his subscription for TnE
National Tribune from Laicrcnce, Mass.,

Gen. George S. Merrill, Commander-in-Chie- f of
the Grand Army of the Ilcpublic, says :

"T7ie hold advocacy of The National
Tribune of the rights of the soldier elicits my

hearty approval. Keep on as you have "begun,

and do not consider your icorJ; accomplished
until every soldier iclto is entitled to a pension
receives it, and every soldier's icidow and every

soldier's child are provided for hy the Govern-

ment. (Signed) Geo. S. Merrill."
.

Official Organ of the Grant! Army.
Executive Committee Sixteenth

National Encampment G. A. R.,
Baltimore, March 31. 18S2.

To the Editor National Tribune.
Sib: I am so much pleased icith the fearless

advocacy of the soldiers interests pursued hy

your paper that I have lalccn a personal interest
in introducing it into this Department. I fur-
ther desire io maJcc it the official organ of i

this committee, and icill furnish you vxekly
irith i mvrli nf this commit tee's c.orrcsnondence

a, KV br interesting to our comrades throughout

tif country who intend visiting this city on ihc
ocewan of the assembling of ihc National En-

campment, in June next.
Yours, very truly,

Wm. E. W. Ross,
Chairman Executive Committee

For The National Tribune the wrongs,
the sufferings, the hardships, the troubles of
our ex-soldi- ers always possess a living inter-
est. To it the memory of their ralor and
their heroism is ever present, and it is proud
to know that it has contributed in no small
degree to the establishment of their claims
upon the Government. But its power is in
proportion to the strength of their support.
The longer its subscription list the wider its
influence. This is a point for the soldier to
remember and act upon.

Patience is a characteristic trait of the
true soldier, but we suppose there is a limit
to the patience even of a soldier. How long
would the average Congressman submit to
such delay in securing his salary as attends
at present the settlement of a pension claim ?

Not very long, we imagine, and yet how
much better the average Congressman can
afford to wait than the average applicant
for a pension!

Thursday next, the 11th instant, having
been fixed by the House for the special con-

sideration of pension bills of a general
character, there is some reason to believe that
real progress will shortly be made in the
direction of pension legislation. It is to be
hoped that the discussion will take a wide
range and embrace tho whole subject of
soldiers' pensions, so that intelligent and
liberal action may be taken and safe prece-

dents established for the future. There is
no branch of the Government with the
details of whose management Congressmen

are so unfamiliar, as a rule, as the Pension
Bureau, and this ignorance hae always been

one of the principal obstacles to the just
consideration of pension measures; but the
present House seems disposed to give a fiur
hearing to the claims of the soldier, and we
are willing to believe that it will not fail of
its duty.

It was the practice of the Government
during the late war to make 'as few ex-

changes of prisoners as possible, the loss of
men lieiug a more serious blow to the Con-

federate than the Union army, and so it came

about that our soldiers were left to waste
away in Southern prison-pen- s while the
captured rebels were well fed and clothed.
At this late day it is unnecessary to rehearse
the horrors of Libby and Andersonville;
thy havepweed into history, but the intro-

duction in the House of a bill providing for

the pensioning of those who were confined

jh rebel prisons reminds us that they1 have
a strong claim upon the Government for

special aid. Their sufferings were unduly
heightened aud prolonged by the war policy

of the time, and what they experienced falls
fccarccly short of maityrdom.
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A Suggestive Contrast.
The Senate has agreed to the conference

report on Representative Cox's bill to pro-

mote the efficiency of the life saving service,

and it will undoubtedly become a law.

There is one feature of this measure to which
we desire to direct attention. It is that
contained in sections 7 and 8, providing for

the compensation of coast guards who may
becomo disabled, and the support of the
widows and children of those who perish in
the service. Tho compensation prescribed
seems to have been determined in accord-

ance with the principle so often enun-

ciated in these columns, that if Government
aid is extended at all to those who incur
physical disability in its service, it ought to

take the form of immediate assistance, while
the claimant ought to be put to the least
possible trouble in proving his right to it.
We are disposed to think that the bill does

not go far enough in the application of this
principle, but it is admirable as far as it
does go. It provides that every member of
the life saving service who shall be disabled
wlxile in the line of duty shall be continued
on the pay-ro- ll for one year thereafter, or, if
so recommended by the general superintend-

ent, for two years thereafter, and that the
widows and children of those who may lose

their lives in the service shall draw the full
pay of the deceased for a period of two years
from the date of death. This simple provis-

ion, it will be seen, dispenses with ' all the
costly machinery of a claim bureau, avoids
vexatious delay, and insures the immediate
support of those who are entitled to Govern-

ment aid. It is defective, as we have said,

in that it does not go far enough. If the
class of persons which this bill is designed
to benefit is at all deserving of national aid,
its claim is a continuing one and should be
so 'treated. To arbitrarily limit the dura-

tion of Government aid to two years is to

set aside the principle by which alone the

extension of such aid can be justified. The
loss of the natural protector of a family by

death is necessarily a continuing loss, and

the support furnished by the Government
should be of the same nature in other
words, it should take the form of a pen-

sion.

In so far, however, as this method of com-

pensation makes sure of the prompt exten-

sion of aid to the beneficiaries, it stands out

in splendid contrast to that which the Gov-

ernment has pursued in settling tho claims
of those who were disabled in its military
service. There are thousands of cases where
delay in the adjudication of pension claims
lias caused actual suffering and distress in

the families of our veterans, and it cannot
be questioned that many a poor soldier who
long ago gave up the unequal contest with
poverty, would be alive to-da- y had the Gov-

ernment but taken efficient measures for the
settlement of this class of war obligations.
This phase of the question cannot be too

gently pressed upon the attention of Con

grass in view of the proposed increase in
the clerical foice of the Pension Bureau, and
we venture the hope that our Representa-

tives and Senators will be as quick to recog-

nize the claims of the soldier to immediate
relief as those of our life saving force.

Make it a National Holiday.

The observance of Decoration Day has
now become so general that it might, with
propriety, be added to the list of national
holidays. Of. these we have fewer than
almost any other nation, and not one that
is at all commemorative of any event con

nected with .the late war. Upon the 22d of
February we celebrate 'the anniversary of
Washington's birth, and upon the Fourth of
July the aimjversary of the Republic s birth.
Thanksgiving Day was originally a New
England holiday, and, even at this late day,
is not observed in any State south of the Po--

tomac. Christmas and Good Friday are, of
course, purely church holidays, so that virtu
ally Washington's birthday and the Fourth
of July are the only holidays that are found-

ed upon events in our national history.
The reason why none of the great battles

of the rebellion have been made tho subject

of public commemoration, is, of course, the
natural reluctance which all true patriots
feel in perpetuating the memories of civil
war, and the general desire to obliterate all
traces of the dissensions that divided the
North from the South, and it is impossible not
to admit the force cf these objections. The
people of Virginia could not be expected to

celebrate with the citizen? of Massachusetts
the anniversary of the fall of Richmond, for

instance, and indeed the effect of such a cele-

bration would necessarily be to transmit to
future generations the sectional animosities

that otherwise musfc'pcrish with this. There
is, however, one object of commemoration in

which the North and the South can join
bunds, and that is the valor of the American
soldier. Divided in opinion as to the merits
of the questions involved in the war for the
preservation of the Union, they are one in
their admiration for the heroic character of
those who perished in that struggle. Over

the grave of the soldier they can meet with
feelings of mutual respect and esteem, intent
only upon paying the tribute which the living
owe to the dead. There is, therefore, no

Ecntinicnlal reason why Decoration Day

should not be added to the list of national
holidays.

The business world, however, may be

expected to interpose objections. Manu-

facturers are always loth to lose the labor
of their employees whenever they can avoid
it, and they are fund of declaring that we have
too many holidays already. But in reply
to their arguments it may be urged that tho
partial observance of tho day really inter-

feres more seriously with business than a
close celebration, &ince in tho latter cae
every industry is placed on the same footing

aud no one benefits by another's loss. It is

for this reason that Good Friday, which
formerly was only observed by the devout,

is now kept even by those who have no

sympathy with the spirit of the occasion?

The celebration of Decoration Day as a
national holiday can only be accomplished
of course, through separate State action, and
the initiative, we need hardly say, must be
taken by the Grand Army. For this the
grand Encampment at Baltimore, next
month, will afford a most auspicious oppor-

tunity. There will be in attendance repre-

sentatives of Confederate as Avell as Union
organizations, and it will be easy to secure
a general expression of opinion as to the
wisdom of the movement. It is our own

judgment that it will meet with a very
hearty approval, and wo are confident that
the public at large wifl gladly unite with
our veterans in its support. The season of
the year in which the celebration falls is one

that is without any appropriate holiday in
this country, although the English have
their May Day celebration and the Ger-

mans their Whit-Mond- ay festival, and many
who have no personal interest in the memo-

rial ceremonies of the day Avill on this ac-

count favor the innovation.

The Hoard of Keview Bill.
The bill now pending in the House of

Representatives for the establishment of a
special Board for the consideration of reject-

ed pension and bounty land warrant claims
ought not to be passed without very careful
consideration, since it is by no means certain

that it will accomplish the object which its
authors doubtless had in framing it.

In the first place, the machinery provided
for the dispatch of business is sadly inade-

quate. Under the most favorable circum-

stances, it would be a physical impossibility
for each member of the Board to examine
and pass upon more than two or three
claims per diem, and at that rate it would
require many years to dispose of the thou-

sands of rejected applications. The mere
reading of the papera accompanying each

claim, to say nothing of the weighing of
evidence, the examination of records, and
the taking of new testimony, would consume

several hours of every session.
Wc also question the wisdom of imposing

upon the Commissioner of Pensions the
duty of presiding over the deliberations of
this Board. How, indeed, would it be possi-

ble for him to direct its labors without neg-Iccti- ug

the work of his own office? He has
already more work than one man ought
to be required to do, and he could scarcely
undertake this additional charge except at
a sacrifice of other interests still more im-

portant more important because, it seems

to us, that claims about whose validity.there
is no question ought to be settled in advance
of these which have already been once passed

upon. Indeed it is our judgment that at
the present time the attention of the Gov-

ernment ought to be concentrated upon the
task of adjudicating the quarter of a million

claims that simply for the lack of sufficient
clerical force in the Pension Office have

never been passed upon at all. When ouco

they have been disposed of it will be a com-

paratively easy matter to provide for the
consideration of rejected applications.

The bill is not objectionable, however, on

these grounds alone. Wo have said that the
machinery which it provides is inadequate

for the accomplishment of its purpose. Wo

may add that is also cumbersome. It 'is

constructed apparently upon the theory

that it is practicable to try pension cases in
much the same manner as ordinary claims

are tried in a court of equity, whereas, the

whole experience of the Pension Office is

against such a supposition.
Upon ail these points, of course, wc are

open to conviction, but if we may judge by
past experience, tho objects of. the bill so

commendable in themselves will be frus-

trated by the physical obstacles which will
impede its operation. The same considera-

tions which make the settlement of claims

in the Pension Office a work of so much
time and trouble will limit the work of the
Board to a xcry small proportion of achieve-

ment to effort. The one thing which the
Pension Office needs to-da- y is the increase
of clerical force that Commissioner Dudley
has asked for to take up and adjudicate the
claims that are now pending, and which it
is practicable to settle at once. But this in-

crease will be useless, unless, at the same

time, a proportionate increase is authorized
in the force of the Surgeon-Gener- al and
Adjutant-General'- s Offices. Our Congress-

men will shortly be compelled to face their
soldier constituents again, and they cannot
afford to ignore this fact.

As the time approaches for the conven-

ing of the National Encampment of tho
Grand Army it becomes increasingly evident

that the occasion will be one of the most

brilliant in the history of the Order. The
attendance promises io be immense and the
good people of Baltimore are doing every-

thing in their power ,0 insure a fitting
reception t.o the veterans. The National
Tribune, avo need hardly say, will contain
full reports of everything connected with
this great event, and comrades who wish to
keep posted in regard to it will do well to

send in their subscriptions at once.

With partisan politics The National
Tribune had no sympathy, aud it would be

the last to antagonize any party as such with
a solid soldiers' vote, but at the present time

when the congressional inactivity and neglect

are delaying the settlement of the pending

claims, it is the duty of every soldier, whether

disabled or not, to enter his remonstrance.
The moment that our Congressmen realize

that their indiffcrenco to the wauts of tho

Pension Bureau may alienate the support of

the veterans they will make haste to repair

their error. They cannot afford to ignore
the wishes of their constituents when they

take the form of a public appeal for the con-

sideration of pension measures.

The Promise of tho Season.
t Crop reports this season possess more

than usual interest for tho casual reader,
since the harvest of 1F82 is likely to deter-

mine the state of business for several years
to come. The effects of last year's shortage

have been much more serious than anyone
expected. The export grain trade has prac-

tically come to a stand-stil- l, and the novel
spectacle has been presented of the greatest'
agricultural country on the face of tho globe

sending abroad for supplies of potatoes.

The coincident failure of the cotton crop

has necessarily paralyzed Southern trade
also, and although there .re no indications

of a panic it cannot be denied that business
generally this spring is light and unsatis-

factory. Even tho stock market is torpid.
Speculation is confined to the regular habi-

tues of the street, who, for lack of outside
operators are devouring each other. Jay
Gould has given up the attempt to force a
boom in fancy stocks and is now traveling
in the West with an eye to future consolida-

tions and combinations. Should there be a
plentiful harvest, business will doubtless
revive again, the railroads will earn fair
dividends, and stocks advance, but if, on the
other hand, the harvest should be scant, we

must expect to see a return of hard times.
' At present the outlook is certainly bright

and cheering. According to the special
reports of the New York Times, which cov-

ers thirty-sove- n States and four Territorie.3,

the condition of the growing crops is gen-

erally much above the average, while there
has been a great increase in the acreage
under cultivation. The season, although
backward in some respects, and in localities
quite trying to small fruits, has bee'n ex-

ceedingly favorable to the growth of the
cereals, and with the exception of New
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana,
every State in the Union promises au in-

creased wheat crop. Naturally the iloods in
the Mississippi Valley have retarded agri-

cultural operations in that section of the
country, and the area planted will be less
than last year; but the losses resulting from
the overflow will be less than was at one

.time feared. The prospect is good for at
least an average crop of cotton and tobacco

in all the Southern States. It is especially
pleasant to noto that the most encouraging
reports come from the great grain growing
region of the Northwest. In Minnesota, it is

said, fifteen per cent, more land is in wheat,
and from all the trans-Mississip- pi States the
news is of a similar purport. It is too

early, of course, as yc$ to accept these state-

ments as more than favorable indications of
what the harvest is likely to be, but it is
something to know that there is nothing
inauspicious in the outlook. Good crops are
greatly needed, and for the sake not merely
ofj our farmers, but the country generally,
wo earnestly hope that tho present promise
of the season will be fully realized.

"Wanted A iNevr Iavy.
It has been tersely said of the ships that

compose our present navy that they are too
poorly armed to fight and too slow to run
.away. Worse than this even might be said
of them, as, for instance, that they are

and endanger the lives of the gal-

lant sailors who man them; but it is not
necessary to go to such lengths in order to
prove that we need a new navy. It is
enough to know that our fleet ot antiquated
vessels is unfit to cope with any modern
maritime power, and insteadof being a protec-

tion to our commerce and sea-port- s it would
really bo only an additional inducement to
depredation on the part of an enemy in tho
event of war. Indeed, the whole theory of
naval architecture has undergone a revolu-

tion since tho days when our present men-of-w- ar

were built, and even were they fresh
from the ways they would still be useless
for the purposes of naval warfare. The
modern ship of war is built with a view to
speed, and instead of mounting a large num-

ber of gnus of moderate calibre is armed
with a few monster pieces of extraordinary
range and precision. One P'ich cruiser would
be more than a match for the whole American
navy, for it could stand oQ' beyond the reach
of our guns and sink every lnirk of the line.
We are accustomed to think of Spain and
Italy as second-rat- e powers, and indeed it
would be utterly impossible for them to
mako any conquest of American territory,
but it isnvorth while reflecting that wo
should be powerless to provent tho destruc-
tion of our sea-po- rt cities by bombardment
should the navy of either country beleaguer
our coast. Our sea-coa- st defences are in as

wretched a state as our navy, and siuce the
effective rango of the big Armstrong gun is
ten or twelve miles, all the torpedo obstruc-

tions that our engineers could devise would
not prevent an enemy's fleet from approach-

ing within shelling distance of New York
or Boston.

But there is no danger of war! How can
any one be sure of that? The probabilities,
we are quite willing to admit, all favor such
a proposition ; but who can foresee what in-

ternational complications, in spite of the
peaceful tenor of our foreign policy, may-aris-

at any moment? And if tho im-

probability of war is to be accepted as a
reason for not reconstructing the navy,
it seems to us that ' tho same argu-

ment would justify tho entire abolition
of tho navy. Looking at the matter
from that standpoint, indeed, does it not
seem rather foolish to spend several millions
annually upon themaintenance of a navy that
we are perfectly well aware- is of no practical
utility Avhatever? But tho truth is that we

no longer have any national policy except
the Do-Nolhi- ng policy, and so time slips
away and finds us still unwilling to build a
new navy, though equally reluctant to dis-

pense with the old.

This inaction, it is but just to say, is not
altogether due to Congressional indifference,'

but to the charges of jobbery which have

been co freely bandied about in connection

with the proposed appropriation for the pur-

pose. The fact that in past years vast sums
of money have been spent upon the navy
with no adequate return, is calculated to
foster public suspicion that a like result may

attend any fresh attempt to rehabilitate it,
and there is really danger that the fear of
such a miscarriage of the undertaking may

brisg about another postponement. And yet,

this is, after all, a very childish, if not cow-

ardly, way of dealing with a question of na-

tional importance. Supposing it to be true
that the reconstruction of the navy is advo-

cated by some simply because of the oppor-

tunity which they hope it will afford for

plundering the Treasury, that, surely, is no

reason why such a sorely-neede- d improve-
ment should be longer delayed. It is within

L tho power of Congress to put such limitations
upon tho expenditure of any appropriation
it may choose to make for this purpose as to
defeat any attempt at fraud, and it cannot
hope to escape public censure if it continues
to shirk its plain duty in the matter. A new
navy i.? an imperative necessity in the pres-

ent condition of the service, and the money

required for its creation should be promptly
and cheerfully voted.

The More tho Merrier.
During the month of March G5,000 immi-

grants arrived on our shores. Of these,
22,000, or nearly one-thir- d, came from Ger-

many ; and 11,000, or about one-sixt- h, from
Canada ; while Ireland furnished 5,000; Eng-

land and Wales nearly as many more; Italy
4,000, and Sweden nearly 3,000. But 541

immigrants were accredited to France.
It will be observed that these figures are

indicative, to a great extent, of the com-

parative social and industrial condition of
the various European nationalities. The
large influx of Germans, for instance, is a
natural result of the odious military system
of the empire. Compulsory service in the
army, and the excessive taxation necessary
to its support, tend constantly on the one
hand to increase the popular discontent, and
on the other to diminish the means of allay-

ing it. The peace of the country is assured
at the expense of its industrial develop-

ment, for the army absorbs the youth and
energy of the nation, and productive labor
13 taxed to support that which is kept idle.

It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that
a country like the United States, which has
no expensive military establishment to keep
up, where liberty of thought and action is
recognized as an essential right of citizen-

ship, and no restriction is imposed on indi-

vidual effort, should possess irresistible
attractions for a frugal, thrifty, and indus-

trious people. The French, on the other
hand, enjoying, under tho republic, the
blessings of good government, moderate
taxation, excellent schools, and protection
to native industries, see, in the inducements
which America holds out to the toilers of
the old world, only such advantages as they
already possess and are content to remain
at home. Of all the continental countries,
France is the least likely to be depopulated.

Including Ireland and Scotland, Great
. Britain sent us 11,000 workers during the
I month. She can ill afford to spare them.
but so long as she clings to the old landlord
system she must expect to see her brains
and muscle seeking more promising fields of
employment.

In nearly every case, whether the immi-

grant be English, Irish, German, Italian, or
Swede, it will be found that back of the ob-

vious material motive prompting emigra-

tion the desire to earn a comfortable live-

lihood there is another and more potent
one: the natural craving of oppressed hu-

manity for moral and intellectual freedom.

It is not altogether because land is cheap

here, the soil fertile, and labor well remun-

erated, that the people of the old world flock

hither by tho thousands, but because, in. our
institutions they see their own dreams of
equality aud fraternity practically realized.
The fact that hero the poorest country-la-

may aspire to the Presidency of the Republic,
1 is big enough to account for all that is occult
in the origin of this vast hegira from the old
world.

Where will it stop, and what is likely to
be its effect upon the future of the country ?

Judging by the way in which tho season has
opened, the total immigration for the year
will reach the startling figure of one million
souls, and there are those who look upon
this immense accession to our population as

a source of danger to the Republic. They
distrust the ability of the Nation to assimi-

late such a large foreign element, and fear
lest something of the distinctive character
of our institutions may be lost in the strug-

gle. For our part, we are disturbed by no

such apprehensions. All experience is
against the probability ot such a result. In
the first place, while the immigrant always
brings with him tho language and customs

of his country, the necessity of adapting him-

self to his new surroundings, invariably com-

pels him, sooner or later, to abandon them
entirely. It' this does not take placowith
the first generation, it is sure to do so with
tho second, as witness our thousands of citi-

zens of German extraction who speak noth-

ing but English. Indeed, the testimony is

.all concurrent on this point, and it is worthy
of note that our naturalized citizens, so far
from endeavoring to engraft foreign ideas on

American society, are quick to imbibe our
own ideas, and accommodate themselves to
our customs. It should be remembered,
too, that enormous as tho volume of our im-

migration has come to be, it is distributed
over an immense territory, and among fifty
millions of people. One new comer in every
community of fifty would not, under any
circumstances, we fancy, be likely to seri-

ously disturb tho existing order of things.
But really, this phase of the question is

scarcely worth a moment's thought. So far
from tho steady increase of immigration
being a matter for regiet, it is a cause for

substantial satisfaction. There are wilder-
nesses still to be laid under cultivation, for-

ests to be hewn, railroads to be built, mines
to be pierced, manufactures to be estab-

lished in fact we have need of all the mus-

cle and brains which the old world can spare.
Our forefathers intended this to be an asylum
for the oppressed of every clime. Let ns be
thankful that it ha3 become also the para-

dise of labor.

The Ex-Soldi- er. In tho CivU Service.
In the matter of civil appointment, we

have, on several occasions, pointed out the
justice of selecting, among candidates of
equal merit, the rs and sailors who,
when the life of the Nation was imperilled
by a great rebellion, abandoned their pur-

suits on the farm and in the workshop and
the various professions, and risked their
lives that the Republic might live. "We have
repeatedly urged this as a measure of simple
justice, and shall continue to do so in the
future. It is not our purpose to aid in secur-

ing positions in the Government service for
incompetent men, simply because they were
soldiers, but we contend, other things being
equal or nearly so, that preference should
at all times be given to the "Boys who wore
the Blue." There is no better material in
the country from which appointments of com-

petent officials can be made than the soldier
element; and yet their claims to recognition
are too often ignored, and, in some instances,
after they have been appointed to an office,

the duties of which they are discharging
satisfactorily, efforts have been made to
secure their removal, and sometimes success-

fully. While our space will not permit us
to deal with individual cases, yet we cannot
refrain, by way of illustration, to note tho
efforts that are now being made to secure
the removal of Captain Frederick Ford from
the position he has held for several years,
that of assistant inspector of hulls, at Gal-lipol- is,

Ohio. Captain Ford's service in the
late war while with the Kanawaha fleet have
been publically recognized. In addition to
performing his regular duties as a gallant
officer, he rendered signal service in savin"
Government stores and money in one in-

stance some 1,000,000 being secured .from
capture through hi3 personal exertions. He
was highly commended by his superior offi-

cers for his efficiency and energy in the Gov-

ernment service, and efforts were at one time
made by his friends to have a bill passed by
Congress rewarding him as he deserved.
With such a record, and with no charge
raised against either his integrity or capacity,
we learn that a scheme is on foot io secure hi3
removal. We protest earnestly against tho
displacement of such gallant men. Instead
of removing them from office, they should
be promoted to positions that would ade-

quately reward them for the sacrifices they
made in an hour when strong arms and stout
hearts were wanted at the front.

. Tnr. National Tribune is the only
journal in the country which makes a
specialty of Grand Army news, and no com-

rade who wishes to keep posted concerning
the doings of the various Posts should be
without it. At the present time, when
preparations are being made for the Annual
Grand Encampment, its contents will be
found especially interesting, and our veter-

ans should send in their subscriptions
without delay. There is no bond of union
between widely separated sections and peo-

ple so strong as a vigorous, enterprising,
and public-spirite- d newspaper, and our ex-soldi- ers

will find the columns of The Na-

tional Tribune a veritable treasury of
news concerning the interests and affairs of
their comrades. The subscription price is
only a dollar a year.

Why should William H. Yanderbilt or
Cyrus W. Field be treated like a Czar of
Russia? WTiat have they done that an
attempt should be made to blow them up
with explosives sent through the mails?
Are they not the mainstay of the stock
market, and what, pray, would become of
the Republic if they should happen to be
"removed?" We could not afford to lose

such public benefactors. But for Mr. Van-derbil- t's

munificence, Cleopatra's Needle
would never have been brought to this
country, and but for Mr. Field's liberality
tho monument to Andre, the British spy,

would never have been erected. There are,

of course, some sentimental people who

declare that these gentlemen have acquired

their immense riches by a sort of legalized

robbery; that they have built up odious

monopolies and made the public pay tribute
to them, and that the country would be

better off if they, were dead, but doubtless

these assertions are inspired by envy ; and

yet we connot help thinking that the lot of

the common soldier is preferable to that of

these famous money kings, who are hated
because of their power and helpless in spif e

of it. Even tho Czar of Russia finds it
rather trying to have to be always on the
lookout for Orsini bombs, dynamite mines,

and arsenic in his hash.

At a time when the daily press is dis-

posed to scoff at tho claims of the soldior

and brand every applicant for a pension aa

either a beggar or impostor, the value of a
journal like The National Tribune, which
possesses both the ability and the will to de-

fend our veterans against the contemptible

attacks of their enemies, can scarcely be over-

estimated, and it ought to receive the most
substantial support. The present is a critical
period for tho Nation's defenders, and upon

the action of Congress at tho present session

in granting or refusing the application of

Commissioner Dudley for an increase in the

clerical force of tho Pension Bureau may de-

pend the welfare of thousands of impoverished

families, but TnE National Tribune does

not despair of winning the battle, providing
the soldiers themselves rally to its aid.


