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SIEGE OF CHATTANOOGA.

THE OCCUPATION OF LOOKOUT VAL-

LEY BY THE FEDERAL FORCES.

A Hazardous Toygo A Spcctro. Flotilla Glides

Silently Under the Xose of the. Confederate

Army General llazen's Capturo of
Brown's Ferry A Starving

Army Believed liy a
Brilliant Exploit.

G. C. KNIFFIN.

CnAPTEB I.

The battle of Chattanooga, fought on the
19th and 20th of September, 1S63, settled
the question of the permanent occupation of
East Tennessee by Government troops, not-

withstanding the enforced retreat of the
Army of the Cumberland from the hard con-

tested field.
Although General Eosecrans had been

obliged to withdraw his army to the vicinity
of Chattanooga the retreat had been con-

ducted deliberately, and when the confed-

erate commander viewed the line of battle
from his point of observation on Missionary
Ridge two days later he wisely concluded
to have nothing more to do with it. Gcu.
Burnside was in peaceable occupation of
Knoxville and the Valley of the Tennessee
ironi Greenville to London and Athens his
cavalry pickets in communication with those
of General Eosecrans. Thus within a month
East Tennessee was wrested from the grasp
of the confederacy. Chattanooga, although
held by a frail tenure, was strongly fortified
and could not be carried by assault. G eneral
Bragg advanced cautiously after Thomas
had withdrawn from Eossvillc and took po-

sition on Missionary Eidge and Lookout
Mountain on the east, west, and south of
Chattanooga. But the Army of the Cum-

berland was menaced by a danger against
which no courage or foresight seemed com-

petent to guard. The terminus of the rail-

road at Bridgeport, only twenty-eig- ht miles
distant from Chattanooga by the road lead-

ing under the cliff of Lookout Mountain,
was inaccessible by that route while- Bragg
held the crest, and the river was equally
.commanded by his artillery. The biily jirac- - i

ticable Troad led-fronr 'Bridgeport tip "thai
Sequatchie Valley to Poe's Cross-road- s, then1
over "Waldron's Eidge and down to Chatta-
nooga, a distance of sixty miles.

STANDING OX TIIE SUMMIT OF LOOKOUT

MOUNTAIN
pnd facing northward the vast extent of
country within the line of vision is startling.
The Valley of the Tennessee, stretching
northeastward between the Great Smoke
Mountains of Iforth Carolina and the Cum-

berland range, is lost io view in Western
Virginia. The river, sweeping in majestic
volume downward through the valley, turns
abruptly backward on its course at the base
of the mountain after passing Chattanooga
:ind flows northward, forming a tongue of
land called Moccasin Point. After reaching
a distance of seven or eight miles in this
direction it resumes its original course by
turning a half-circl-e, when, on reaching a
point opposite its original bend due west-

ward from the base of Lookout, it turns'
its serpentine course towards the west and
passes Bridgeport. It will be observed that
the peninsula formed by the last named
curve juts out from the western slope of
Lookout Mountain. Looking diagonally
across the peninsula towards the northwest
Raccoon Mountains rise, cutting oil" the view
of the river, and between the two mountains,
threading its way close to the base of Look-

out, the Nashville and Chattanooga Eailroad
winds through the valley, crosses it, and
pursues its course westward, close to the
southern base of Eaccoon Mountains at
"Whiteside's, striking the river bank at Shell-moun- d,

thence on to Bridgeport. A wagon

road leads from the latter place through the
same valley to Chattanooga; another crosses

the peninsula at its base, entering it at
Kelly's Ferry, passing through a gorge in
Raccoon Mountains. This road after enter-

ing the valley, forlcs, one branch leading to
Wauliatchie, a few miles further on, where
the Trenton branch railroad forms a junc
tion with the main line, and the other
parallel with the railroad to Chattanooga.
Near the projecting cliff of Lookout a road
debouching from the Kellcy's Ferry road
leads along the bank of the river to Brown's
Ferry, located about half-wa-y down the
eastern shore of the peninsula, crossing the
river to Moccasin Point. There is also a
road leading from Bridgeport to Chattanooga
along its right or northern bank, which,
although following the tortuous courso of
the river, was not more than one-ha- lf the
distance traveled by supply trains by way
of Poe's Cross-road- s. Travel on this road,
however, was speedily suspended by reason
of the unpleasant proximity of the con-

federate sharpshooters on the opposite shore,
who had
A HABIT OF TICKING OFF THE DEIVEES

with their unerring rifles. The troops at
Chattanooga were reduced to half rations of
bread, and scarcely any rations of sugar and
coffee. An immense herd of beef cattle in
corral, slowly starving, afforded full rations
of beef until the last bullock succumbed to
the inevitable fast. There were 52,091 men
in Chattanooga on October 20th, 2,100 of
whom were sick or wounded in hospital. A
train of fifty wagons arriving daily, each
laden with 2,000 pounds of provisions, would
barely suffice to save the army. The rough
mountain road was in constant danger of
being rendered impassible by rains, and the
trains had to be heavily guarded against
tsurprise and capture by confederate cavalry.

The position of the Army of the Cumber

land at Chattanooga was, therefore, daily
growing more precarious. The activity of
the cavalry secured the safety of provision
trains by the long route before mentioned,
but nothing was more apparent than that
the roads would soon break up, and that if
Chattanooga was to be held, communication
by a shorter route must be opened with
Bridgeport. It had been the intention of
General Eosecrans to use both the river, the
wagon roads, and the railroad after occupy-
ing Chattanooga, and to this end he had
contracted for rebuilding the burnt railroad
bridges, for the construction of six steamboats
on the Tcnnesseo Eiver below Bridgeport,
and had formed a plan for the occupation
of Lookout Valley, and thus obtaining pos-

session of the wagon roads above mentioned.
To this end he had kept the Eleventh and
Twelfth Corps on duty guarding the railroad
north of Bridgeport, awaiting the construc-
tion of a bridge on Moccasin Point, which,
simultaneously with the advance of General
Hooker up the valley from Bridgeport, was
to be thrown across the river at Brown's
Ferry. This bridge was nearly completed
when an order came relieving him from com-

mand of the army.
Maj.-Ge- n. George H. Thomas, renowned in

history as the
ROCK OF CniCKAMAUGA,

and endeared to the heart of every soldier
of the Army of the Cumberland by the pos-

session of every quality which adorns the
soldier and perfects the man, assumed com-

mand on the 10th of October. In response
to a dispatch from General Grant, General
Thomas sent the following telegram:

" Chattanooga, October 19, 18G3.

'Two hundred and four thousand four
hundred and sixty-tw-o rations in store-
houses. Ninety thousand to arrive to-morr-

and all the trains were loaded which
had arrived at Bridgeport up to the lGth
probably three hundred wagons. I trill hold
the town till kc starve.

" G. II. Thomas, Major-General- ."

Six days rations on hand on the 20th
which by the rigid system of economy prac-
ticed could be spun out to ten days, provided
nono but soldiers consumed them; but there
were thousands of citizens, servants, nurses,
teamsters, clerks, and refugees not borne
upon the rolls, who had to be fed, and the
quantity reported above could not bo ex-

pected to last more than a week, and those
on the road would, as General Thomas ex-
pressed it, in a dispatch on ilie iffiUb'tviiig

J&ksthnPfbfcbpla- - HLzJii "

all Tight till November 1st at least.'' Gen-

eral Thomas lost no time in carrying out the
plans of Gen. of Eosecrans to raise the siege of
Chattanooga. With the magnanimity which
characterized him he says in his report:
"Preliminary steps had already been taken
to execute this vitally-importa- nt movement
before the command of the department de-

volved on me. The bridge which it was
necessary to throw across the river at Brown's
Ferry to gain possession of Lookout Valley
and open communication with Bridgeport
by road and river was nearly complete. On
the 23d orders were sent to General Hooker
to concentrate the Eleventh and one division
of the Twelfth Corps at Bridgeport, inform-
ing him at the same time what his force was
expected to accomplish, and that a force from
this place would co-oper- with his b3' es-

tablishing a bridge across the river at Brown's
Ferry and seigc the heights on the south on
Lookout Valley side of the river, thus giving
him an open road to Chattanooga when his
forces should arrive in Lookout Valley."
Up to the 9th of October

GENERAL. LONGSTREET'S VETERAN CORPS
occupied a position on the line of investment
extending from Hill's Corps to Lookout
Mountain, down the western slope of which
his sharpshooters extended as far as the river.
He had a picket on the summit of the moun-
tain, and a small cavalry force reported to
him from the vicinity of Trenton and Shell-moun-d.

On the 9th he received orders from
General Bragg to send a body of sharp-
shooters down the river to occupy a point
on the left bank between Eaccoon Mountain
and "Waldron's Eidge to annoy the trains and
prevent the use of the wagon road on the
north bank of the river. General Longstrcct
sent a brigade instead, as being better able
to protect itself in case of attack. The bri-

gade selected for this duty was commanded
by General Laws, of Hood's division, and
consisted of the following regiments: Fourth,
Fifteenth, Forty-fourt- h, Forty-sevent- h, and
Forty-eight- h Alabama infantry, numbering
about 1,200 effectives. Eifle pits were dug,
sharpshooters advanced to the river bank, and
travel on the road on the opposite bank was
effectually suspended. On the 25th General
Longstrcct received an order io conduct a
reconnoissance towards Bridgeport, which
was interrupted by the advance of the Elev-

enth and Twelfth Corps, under General
Hooker, and by the

OCCUPATION OF BROWN'S FERRY.

On the same day in which General Long-street- 's

pickets announced Hooker's advance
from Bridgeport, Brigadier-Gener- al "W. B.

Ilazcn received orders to conduct a most
hazardous expedition down the river from
Chattanooga. The duty to be performed was
to embark 1,200 men on board pontoon boats,
and float silently down the river at night,
land at Brown's Ferry, attack and drive
back Law's brigade, throw up intrench-ments,an- d

hold the position until a pontoon
bridge could be thrown across the river and
reinforcements crossed to his support. Gen-

eral llazen's brigade consisted of the Fifth,
Sixth, and Twenty-thir- d Kentucky, First,
Sixth, Forty-firs- t, Ninety-thir- d, and One
Hundred and Twenty-fburt- h Ohio, and the
Sixth Indiana infantry, with a total present
for duty of 2,1GG men.

In selecting leaders for the different squads,
little attention was paid to rank. The fol-

lowing order was issued by General Hazcn:
"Chattanooga, Oct. 25, 18G3.

"The regimental commanders of this brig

ade will at once organize parties of picked
men as specified below. Each squad to be
in charge of an officer selected especially for
efficiency and bravery. As soon as organ-

ized, each colonel will furnish these head-

quarters with complete rolls of the squads.
Men on picket can be used if they are known
to be effective. Commanders of parties will
at once muster and drill their squads. Each
squad to be composed of twenty-fiv- e men,
including officers. The First O. V. I. will
furnish seven squads ; the One Hundred and
Twenty-fourt- h O. V. I., seven ; the Sixth O.
V. L, seven ; the Forty-fir- st O. V. I., six ; the
Sixth Ind., six; the Sixth Ky., five; the
Fifth Ky., five; the Ninety-thir- d O. V. L,
five, and the Twenty-thir- d Ky., two squads
of twenty-fiv- e each, and one of seventy-fiv- e,

with three officers and complement of non-

commissioned officers. Eegimental officers
will themselves take charge of these squads,
the next officer in rank commanding the re-

mainder of the regiment. Lieutenant-Colon- el

Langdon, First Ohio, is detailed to com-

mand the remainder of the brigade, and will
report at these headquarters.

""W. B. HAZEN,
"Brig.-Ge- n. Commanding"

Colonel Langdon marched to a position
opposite the point of debarkation, where his
command awaited the success of the naval
expedition. The movement was to be made
just before daylight of the 27th, and the
movement of General Hooker from the oppo-

site end of the valley was so timed as to co-

operate with it by intercepting reinforce-
ments. Every precaution was made to in-

sure success. In company with General TV.

F. Smith, chief engineer of the army, Gen
eral Hazcn visited the shore on the opposite
side of the river from the point of attack,
and selected points of debarkation for each
regiment. The officers in command were
taken thcro and their duties pointed out.
The remainder of the brigade, 1,325 in num-
ber, was divided into squads of twenty-fou- r

men each, under command of tried and eff-

icient officers, who were in turn instructed in
the part each had to perform. The squad of
seventy-fiv- e from the Twenty-thir- d Ken-

tucky, in two boats under Licut.-Co-l. Foy, was
instructed to take the advance and to land
simultaneously at a point vrherc a house an-

swered for a landmark, and where a road led
down to the river, and at once push out upon
the road, clearing and holding it while half
the remainder of the organized force should
land at each of two gorges, push up the hills
IiiJ:g,rcriiu?i,cii-,an- iuilow the cfcstftTlT
they were wholly occupied. General Hazcn'
assumed command of the flotilla, and Gen-

eral Turchin's brigade was posted on Moc-

casin Point, ready to follow the remainder
of llazen's brigade across and occupy the
ridge higher up the river. Major John
Mcndenhall, in charge of three batteries of
artillery, was posted near the reserve to cover
the movement. The command of the entire
expedition devolved upon Brigadier-Gener- al

"W. F. (Baldy) Smith. At midnight on the
2Gth the men were awakened and quietly
marched to the landing at Chattanooga,
where they embarked without noise, twenty-fiv- e

in each boat, under the superintendence
of Colonel T. E. Stanley, of the Eighteen! h
Ohio, and at three the flotilla of fifty-tw-o

boats dropped silently down the river.
On reaching the boats at Chattanooga

Lieutenant-Colon- el Foy found that the boat
intended to carry his battalion of seventy-fiv- e

men would only hold fifty-tw-o, includ-
ing himself, and was obliged to embark with
onty that number, sending twenty-seve- n to
General llazen's boat to join him as soon as
possible after landing.

Many a heart stood still as the noiseless
procession glided phantom-lik- e under the
shadow of Lookout Mountain and out into
the light beyond. For two miles the route
lay under the muzzles of Longstrcct't artil-
lery, which had full sweep of fhc river. The
oars were not used; not a word was spoken;
the slightest noise would open the
BRAZEN THROATS OF A DOZEN CANNON.

Three miles down the river the flotilla came
under the guns of the confederate pickets,
but by keeping well under the shadow of
the opposite shore the boats were unobserved
until the first boat was within ten feet of
the landing, when the picket fired a volley
harmlessly over the heads of the men. The
disembarkation was effected rapidly and in
perfect order, each party performing strictly
the part assigned it with so little loss of
time that the entire crest was occupied, the
skirmish line out, and the axes, two of which
were supplied to each party of twenty-fou- r

men, were at work felling a thick abatis.
The sharp ring of the axes and the crash of
falling trees fell upon the ears of the reserve,
Captain Terrell commanding, simultaneously
with the arrival of his pickets, and he im-

mediately formed his command and moved
cautiously forward to inquire into the cause
of the disturbance. Meanwhile the boats
had been moved across the river, where they
were quickly filled with the remaining por-

tion of the brigade, and at the moment when
they were most needed Colonel Langdon led
his men up from the landing to where
Terrell had commenced an attack upon the
intruders. The first attack fell upon Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Foy, who led his detachment
of fifty-fiv- e men out the road leading in the
direction of the confederate camp.

On arriving opposite the Gap Colonel
Foy's barge proceeded straight across the
river. On reaching the bank they were
fired upon by some of the enemy's pickets.
Colonel Foy says, in his report, "I do not
know how much of a force was here. There
were several shots fired, and I am sorry to say
that some of my men returned the fire,
which I promptly checked. I had given
orders before starting, that as we would be
met at the landing by only a small parly we
were to receive their fire, march on, and
take possession of the house. In a icw min-
utes wo struck the shore a littlo below the
road that strikes the river at this point. "Wo

had to scramble up a very steep bank, the
men forming as soon as they gained a bench
of land that runs along the river at this
place. As soon as I had about twenty men
up the bank we proceeded to the house. I
directed Captain "Williams, with his squad of
men, to take possession of the house, while I
remained outside awaiting the arrival of the
remainder of my command.

In a few minutes Captain Boden, with the
rear squad, arrived, when we all marched up
the road in one squad of forty-eig- ht men by
the front. After proceeding about five hun-
dred yards, and as far beyond the crest of the
hill as I thought our skirmishers would
come, I ordered a halt, threw out skirmish-
ers to our front and well to the right, and
commenced to build temporary breastworks.
The men took hold with a will, and soon we
had tolerable protection thrown up. In a
few minutes the enemy was heard approach-
ing by the skirmishers. I advanced to the
skirmish line and could distinctly hear them
giving orders, evidently coming down on
our right. I returned to the breastworks,
disposed my force as far up the hill as possi-
ble, with my left resting upon the road, and
in as little lime as it takes to write it they
were upon us. They adopted the usual plan
of cheering and firing at the same time. "We

readily returned their fire, and soon had to
fire nearly to our right. I knew by the rc-po- ru

of their guns that thoy outnumbered
us nearly four to one. I now sent word to
Lieutenant-Colon- el Langdon that we needed
assistance and he promptly came to our aid;
but before this, and while we were fighting,
Captain "Williams, who commanded the
right squad, informed me that the enemy
had worked around our right and would be
able to cut us off. I now ordered the party
to fall back, which was done in good order,
meeting Colonel Langdon with part of his
men. "We did not go back quite to the house,
but faced to the front and returned the
enemy's fire, our little squad forming a
nucleus for Colonel Langdon to form on our
right. The Coloriel's party soon cleared the
hill on our right, and we marched back and
took possession of our breastworks. "We

were joined at the river by Major Northup
and part of the remainder of the regiment,
and soon our squad of twenty-seve- n, that
followed us down the river, began to come
up. j now commenced strengthening my
breastworks, being protected on my right
anu? left, and threw my skirmishers well to
tbtvtrout. Tho rebels moved off to our left,

;?iCj7itt!?."' li0llb luW.u JIc Uf, .:J vr.7..' '.

no i6re."
The loss in Lieutenant-Colon- el Foy's squad

of forty-eig- ht was two privates killed and
eight wounded. MeanwhiTe Colonel Aquila
"Wiley, of the Forty-fir- st Ohio, and Major
Birch, of the Ninety-thir- d Ohio, formed their
battalions upon the crests of the ridge on
each side of the-roa- d and poured heavy and
destructive volleys upon the confederates,
who advanced with loud yells, encouraged
by their officers, who urged them to "push
on and

DRIVE THE YANKEES INTO THE RIVER."

Colonel Aquila Wiley's command, follow-
ing the barge containing Foy's squad, re-

ceived the picket fire, which his men re-

turned as they leaped ashore. The first
company, deployed as skirmishers to cover
the flank of the column, were pushed up the
further slope of the ridge; the second com-

pany, covering the head of the column, ad-

vanced along the crest towards the left.
The regiments effected their landing
promptly and advanced in column by com-

pany up the height and along the crest
where the line was established. Each regi-

ment, as soon as it gained position, threw
out two companies as skirmishers to cover
its front, and commenced felling the timber
and constructing a parapet. In the assault
upon Colonel Foy the confederates inclined
to his right and came upon Wiley's skirmish
line, attracted by the sound of his axes, but
were driven down tho hill, leaving five of
tlieir number dead and one badly wounded
as they drew off. "Wiley's loss was two men
killed and two officers and five enlisted men
wounded. The opportune arrival of Lieut-Co- l.

Langdon with his battalions soon check-
ed the onset, and the confederates retreated
across the valley to report their defeat to
General Law. Eeinforcements were at once
dispatched under General Turchin, and the
position gained by General Ilazen and his
brave command was never afterwards sur-

rendered.
Ecferring to the capturo of Brown's Ferry

and its occupation as a fete du jjoji by Gen.
Hazcn, General Law says in his report of the
affair: "My brigade was detached about the
9th of October for duty beyond Lookout
Mountain. Tho object of keeping a force in
that locality, as I understood it, was to
blockade the road leading from Chattanooga
to Bridgeport, which passed near tho point
of Eaccoon Mountain and on the opposite
side of the river. This object was accom-

plished by placing riflomen along our bank
of the river, which at this point is about
three hundred yards wide, to fire upon the
enemy's Avagon trains as they passed. In
order to secure the riflemen it Avas necessary
to picket the river from that point to the
bend near the foot of Lookout Mountain, a
distance of fiA'c miles. This would either
prevent the enemy from crossing above and
cutting them off or give them sufficient Avarn-in- g

to enable them to withdraw. I em-

ployed two regiments in blockading tho
road and picketing the river, and held the
remaining three, Avith a section of Barrett's
battery, in reserve at a convenient point
for reinforcing any part of the line.
As the line was long and necessarily Aveak,
my principal security for holding it A'as in
having a sufficient rcscrA'O to foil the enemy
if he should attempt a crossing by throwing
it upon him before he could strengthen him-
self on this side. On tho 25th of October, by
ofucrjjTrom division headquarters, threo of
nrjriments were AvithdraAvn, leaving tho

tAvo on picket and the section of artillery.
Being notified that Brig.-Ge- n. Jenkins Avould
be absent for a few days from daylight on
the 27th, and that I Avould be left in com-

mand of the division, I came to diA-isio- n

headquarters, leaving Captain E. E. Terrell,
A. A. General, as my representative to super-
intend operations in Lookout Valley. On
the morning of the 27th, just before daylight,
the enemy, taking advantage of the fog, Avhich
Avas very dense, commenced the passage of
the river at BroAvn's Ferry. They crossed in
two boats carrying about forty men each. They
were fired upon by my pickets at that point
and the landing Avas resisted as long as pos-

sible. Information of the movement Avas in
the meantime conveyed to Captain Terrell,
avIio at once brought forward the reserve,
consisting of about one hundred and fifty
men, and attacked the first detachment of
the enemy which had landed and been so
placed as to cover the landing of other troops.
This detachment Avas driven almost to the
river bank, Avherc a second line Avas found in
position. The reinforcement had crossed
and been placed in position Avhile the fight-
ing Avith the first detachment Avas going on.
Encountering this additional force, which
could not be driven by the mere handful of
men engaged, our line Avas ordered to retire.
This was accomplished in good order and a
line of defense taken up across the valley,
Avhich Avas held until all the pickets on the
river Averc Avithdrawn."

Gen. Law immediately on receiving infor-
mation of the occupation of the eastern side
of the valley advanced Avith the remainder of
the brigade, but arrived too late to accom-
plish anything, and took position on the
Kelly's Ferry road near Wauliatchie, Avherc
on the following night his brigade had an
opportunity to renew acquaintance Avith
their former antagonist from the Army of
the Potomac.

NotAvithstanding the force actually met
Avas small, the precautions taken to insure
success in face of opposing forces, Avhose
strength could be only conjectured, giA-e-s

the capture and occupation of BroAvn's Ferry
a prominent place in the history of the siege
of Chattanooga. It Avas the first step in the
occupation of Lookout Valley, Avhich opened
the route for supply trains to the base of
supplies, and proved to be tho first glimmer
ofdaAvnof a day not far distant, Avhen the
discomfited army of General Bragg fell back
before the bayonets of fhc united armies of
the Cumberland and the Tennessee, and the

- --- s5'lag floated in triumph from ihv
summit of Lookout Mountain and Mission
Ridge

THREE REMARKABLE RED-HEAD- ED

BOYS.

In 1843 or 1S44 there Avere three A'ery wild
and very red-head- ed hoys living on the same
square in Frankfort, Kentucky, and going to
school to the same master, Prof. B. B. Sayre
one of the best educators of tho old regime,
and a man of marked character and eccen-
tricities. These three red-head- ed boys Avere
Geo. G. Vest, John M. Harlan, and B. Gratz
Brown. BroAvn Avas known by the sobriquet
of " Ecddy " Brown. After school Avas out,
and the darkness of night had thrown a veil
of comparative protection over the apple or-

chards of the neighborhood, the three boys
would gather on the front porch of the Vest
mansion and "talk." They used to make
wishes aud resolves, and no resolution
stopped short of the presidency of the United
States. One of them is now an associate
justice of the Supreme Court, another United
States Senator from Missouri, and the other
has been Governor of Missouri, United States
Senator, and in 1372 received the compli-
mentary A'ote of the Democratic electors for
vice president.

The three have met in LonisA-ill-o fre-

quently since boyhood, and these reunions
Avere always memorable ones, at least to the
three. One of the stories told Avith particu-
lar delight by Senator Vest at the last meet-
ing Avas of Prof. Sayre's school. Sayre Avas
a man of high temper, and when in a bad
humor was the cause of terror to all his
pupils. One day, Avhen the class was called,
he was so plainly out of temper that the les-

son was frightened out of the head of every
pupil, as DaA-i-d Copperfield "felt Avhole pages
sb'pping aAvay."

"Spell mouse!" he called out to tho head
of the class. " e," Avas nimbly passed
over. "Very well Avhat is the plural?"
Avas tho next question fired at the boy Avith
tho precision of a bullet. "Mouses!" an-

swered the frightened lad. "Next," cried
tho teacher, and every boy in the line lost
his head, and one after another answered
"mouses," including Vest, Harlan, and
Brown, all very close to the bottom.

Mr. Sayre's rage was complete. Beginning
at tho head of the class, he look every boy,
one after another, by the ears and bumped
his head against the Avail, aud judicial, sena-

torial, and gubernatorial heads echoed as
profound and reverberating a thud as any of
the others.

FANCY PRICES FOR TROTTERS.
A dispatch from Chicago says: The sale

of II. V. Bemiss' stable, or that part of it
not already disposed of at private sale, took
place last Aveek at tho Driving Park. The
first sale Avas that of Ned Hunter, the six-year-- old

chestnut gelding pacer, Avith a
record of 2:22, to "W. H. McCarthy, driver of
the Bemiss stable, for $1,350. Ned Hunter
is full brother of Mattie Hunter, having a
record of 2:14. Sorrel Dan, the pacer, after
spirited bidding, Avas sold to D. L. Hall,
secretary of the Chicago Driving Park, for
51,500. IfardAvood, a six-year-o- ld stallion,
with a record of 2:34, but good for 2.20, Avas

sold for 5,000, to W. E. Armstrong, of Bel-

mont, Mich. A stylish span, composed of
the bay gelding Frank, Avith a record of 2:29,
and a six-year-o- ld roan gelding, by Bone-sette- r,

Avas sold to Mr. Bemiss' old partner,
J. K. McAvoy, for $2,250.

OUR ARMY AT VICKSBURG.

SINKING OF THE GUNBOAT CINC1N-NAT1.-- A

SAILOR'S BRAVE ACT.

Sleeping Under Difficulties Artillery Tnictlc at
Short Range Visit from tho Generals Lady

Davis and Whistling Dick The Air
Filled with "Iron. Black- -

Birds."

The 22d of May will never be forgotten by
any of that noble army in front of Vicksburg,
and as it closed, so ended the last roll-rcal- l of
other thousands of the brave boys who sleep
their last sleep on the bluffs near the river
above Vicksburg to-da- y.

One of the events that soon followed the
charge was the sinking of the gunboat Cin-

cinnati, Avhich occurred on the 27th of May.
It Avas cither a piece of foolhardiness or a
grand blunder on the part of some one. So
far as the boat's creAV was concerned, scarcely
enough Avere left to tell the tale, or who was
to blame. As Ave watched the boat moving
(Ioavu the river about noon, at a good rate of
speed, all alone, the boys sang out, "now wo
shall see some fun." It Avas but a few mo-

ments until it began, and the first shot from
the rebel batteries struck her in the pilot
house, and no doubt disabled the pilot. But
that did not stop her. She came along at a
full rate of speed to within a very short
range of the batteries, Avhen her guns shot
forth several very effective replies, but she
had already received a number of shots, and
she was fast becoming disabled, and soon
began to retreat up the river. It was noAV

that shot after shot Avas sent through her
from the rebel batteries, and I could never
imagine Iioav she escaped being bloAA-nu-p.

Her upper Avorks, smoke stacks and pilot
house, Avere riddled completely, and soon the
flagstaff went doAvn in the AATeck. It was at
this moment that one of the most heroic acts
that I haA--e 'jver Avitnessed transpired. A
noble tar Avas soon on deck, and seized the
flag and nailed it to the stump, amid the
wild cheers of the boys on land, and I must
say that the rebels cheered, too. If ever ,i
man deserved a medal, he did, and should
have had a big one The boat succeeded in
reaching the shalloAv Avater Avhen nearly oat
of range of the batteries, and what few nta'
Avere left had just time to escape before sho
sunk to the bottom. A rescning party avus
at once sent to their aid, and a sad sight
greeted them as they reached the wreck.
The feAV surivors Avere on the banks of the .
river, and the dead and Aronnded of the crcAv
Avere floating around in the Avreck of tho
boat. A feAV nights afterwards the enemy
sent a party of scouts up the riA-e-r in small
boats to IjIoav up the Avreck, but they only
succccdcd in burning the upper wood Avork,
and had to abandon their project in haste.
As soon as the river fell sufficiently, details
of men Avere sent for a number of nights
from our brigade to cut the boat down and
remove hex battery to a fort that was con-

structed for it. It proved to be a dangerous
piece of Avork, as the enemy discovered what
Avas going on, and sent a shell through tho
Avreck every fifteen minutes during tho
nights of our operations. To avoid them a
large pit was dug near the shore, and tho
run -- way made convenient. Their shots
Avere timed so as to haA'e all hands out of
the Avay at each discharge, and the Avork
progressed safety, and the guns were brought
into a position Avherc they did splendid ser-Ai-ce

during the latter part of the siege.
Our postion Avas but a short distance from,

the river, the Twenty-fift- h Iowa being the
only regiment to our right. But they Avere
not so fortunate for a view, as they had
secured the lower side of tho bluffs and
closed the entire gap to the river. On tho
hill Avith us avc had the Fourth Ohio, Inde-
pendent, First Missouri, and Eighth Illinois
batteries, the latter Avith a full equipment
of ncAV Parrott guns.

The rebel main line of Avorks was about
300 yards distant, Avith an immense ravine
between us. An ad-anc- e Avas neither prac-
ticable nor could it have been beneficial, as
no other ground betAveen our lines could bo
used either offensive or defensive. "We had
a splendid A'iew of the fleet on the river, and
also of our oavu and the rebel Avorks, almost
to the Jackson Eailroad. After a few nights
of labor our Avorks Avere in good shape, and
in this position we devoted the forty-fiv- e

days of the siege, our daily routine being in
reliefs in tho works Avith rifle practice at
human targets. For the battery it was a
splendid school, and the artillery practice
became Avonderfully proficient and effective,
as the Avreck of guns along the rebel lines
showed at the end of the siege. Our posi-

tion became quite attractive, and Generals
Grant aud Sherman, besides numcrbusTothec
field and stair ollicers, Avere our frequent
visitors. But during all this time avc Avere
not haA-in-g a picnic, as our losses in killed
and Avounded told, and each day added some
now A'ictims to the last roll-cal- l. Two of
the heavy guns in the rebel batteries along
the Avater front by some way became known
by the names of "Lady Davis" and "'Whist-
ling Dick," perhaps from their superiority
and peculiar sound made Avhen fired, as most
all soldiers could distinguish by sound
smooth-bor- e from rifled or a ncAV from an
old gun, and Avould regulate his dodging to
suit; Avhich latter Avas done Avith more than
usual activity when the two mentioned guns
were turned in our direction. Grape avjis

their fiworitc ammunition at our range, and
as the bolts and balls Avould strike the banks
and ricochet, the sight Avas grand but tragic.
The air avjis filled Avith iron black birds, but
the Avhirr ami screech Avas far different front
the song of tho black bird. Like everything
else it had to be endured, and avo soon be---


