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CHAPTER IT.

On the morning of the 26lh of October,-:ajor-Genera- l

Hooker, with the Eleventh
orps, 6,90-- i officers and men, and two bat-rie- s,

under Major-Gener- al 0. 0. Howard,

id the Second and a par.t of the Third bri-id- es

of the Second division of the Eleventh
orps, commanded by Brigadier-Gener- al

ohn W. Geary, numbering; 128 officers and
.538 men, vrith a battery of artillery, crossed

lie Tennessee River at Bridgeport and tool

ip the line of march with a force S.570 strong
.cross Lookout Valley tor Brown's Ferry.
The field returns of General Longstreet's
:orps for the same month show an effect-

ive strength of 15,000, officers and men.
Hookers route lay along Lookout Creek
until within a mile or two from its mouth,
where the Brown's Ferry road leaves it to
the left. The valley is about two miles wido

and completely overlooked by the lofty
crests of Lookout and Raccoon Mountains.
On the right and left of his route every
movement of his army wa3 easily discried
front the heights of either. A succession of
hills two or three hundred feet high with
precipitous timbered slopes and narrow
yesta penetrate three miles up the valley
tnd divide it as far as they go nearly in tho
centre. There are five or sis; of them in
juniber, almost isolated, though in a direct
ine on the left bank of Lookout Creek, with
the railroad passing between tho two sum-

mits at the extreme of the range, and still
lower down the valley the road bears off to
Chattanooga, the Brown's Ferry road con-

tinuing on down the west bank of the Ten-

nessee River. Longstreet's batteries posted
on Lookout Mountain had full range all along
the route. On the opposite side of the valley

is Raccoon Range audabnut dhvee guiles up.
is the gorge on the left, through which, a
.road led to Kelly's Ferry, which Hooker's
instructions required him to gain possession

of and hold. As the gorge debouches into

the valley the read forks, one leading to
Wauhatchie, the junction of tho Trenton

ith the N. & C. R. R., and the other leading
n and down the valley. It was

tcnown that a portion of Longstreets com-

mand was in Lookout Valley to annoy and
mpprcss travel on the road north of the
iver, and it was presumed that the proxim-t- y

of his main forces would enable him to
cosily and quickly reinforce it in case of
necessity. The column pursued its way

lown the valley of Lookout Creek until ar-est- ed

by an irregular fire proceeding from

he hill next the railroad. The sharpshoot-

ers, however, wero quickly dislodged and

he column moved on under a continuous
ire from the batteries stationed on Lookout
fountain, tho shells from which occasion-dl- y

burst within reach of the men. Being

inxious to hold both roads leading to Kelly's

?erry, General Hooker directed Geary's di-isi- on

to encamp near Wauhatchie, three

niles in rear of Howard's corps. General

loward threw out three companies to inter-;e- pt

and if possible capture the sharpshoot
ers near Kelly's Ferry, and. a. regiment to- -

vards the point where the Chattanooga road
jrosses Lookout Creek.

THE MARCH FROM BRIDGEPORT

occupied three days, and was conducted dur-ji- g

the 28th under the personal observation
,f Generals Bragg and Longstreet. The for-n- er

visited Lookout Mountain on the morn-n- g

of the 28th, and, while engaged in mak-u- g

arrangements to dislodge Ha5:en's com-

mand from their newly' won position at
3rown's Ferry, a message from his signal

larty on Raccoon Mountain announced the

ipproach of Hooker's column from the direc-

tion of Bridgeport. General Longstrect gave

as the reason for not reinforcing Gen. Law
near Brown's Ferry, that to do so he would
have been compelled to move his troops out
of their proper position in the line of invest-

ment of Chattanooga, and his orders had not
contemplated any such movement on the part
of General Thomas as the capture of Brown's
Ferry. Once occupied, it was in the power of
Gen. Thomas to reinforce General Hazen to
any extent, while the movement of a division
through the valley he thought would sub-

ject it to danger of capture by precisely the
movement that was now going on.

General Longstreet, in his report, says:
"On the afternoon of the 27th, I received a
report from my signal party near Trenton,
that the enemy was advancing in force from
Bridgeport. I sentthis information up to the
commanding-genera- l (Bragg), but as it was
not confirmed by the cavalry, it was not
credited. On the 28th, I met the commanding-ge-

neral on the mountains, in accordance
with his appointment. Whilst engaged in
nn examination of the enemy's new position

(at Brown's Ferry), one of my signal party
reported to us that the enemy was advancing

in force from Bridgeport He guided us to

a projection in the mountain about a mile

off, wliere we saw the head of the enemy's

column, and where we saw his force, about
five thousand, file past and unite with the
Joree already at Brown's Ferry. The rear-

guard of this command, about fifteen hun-

dred, with a battery of artillery, came up in

about half an hour and halted about three
miles from the main force. The road be-

tween the two commands ran along tho

western base of a series of heights and par-

allel to them. The position that had been
taken by General Law's brigade was about a
mile from this road and opposite a point
about half-wa-y between tho rear-guar- d and
main force." It was at once determined to

THEOW A STRONG FORCE BETWEEN GEARY

AND HOWARD,
and for this purpose three more brigades of
Hood's division, under command of General
Jenkins, were moved forward to reinforce
LaAV, who was ordered to advance in the
meantime and occupy tho heights in his im-

mediate front, which commanded tho road
between the Union forces. General Jenkins
waited until darkness concealed his movd-ment- s,

when he commenced the march
across the point of the mountain with three
brigades, commanded by Col. Bratton and
Generals Robertson and Banning, but found
the route so difficult that he did not reach
Law's position until midnight. Tho total
effective strength of Jenkins's division when
concentrated in the valley was about G,000.

General Law, with two brigades, was order-

ed to hold position between Hooker's forces,

while Jenkins's own brigade, under Col. Brat-

ton, was sent to attack General Geary's
division, rightly supposed by Longstreet to
be about 1,500 strong. General Banning, in
command of the Fourth brigade, was held in
reserve on tho left of Law's position in
readiness to reinforce Col. Bratton. General
Jenkins's instructions were, after capturing
or dispersing tho force in rear, to move at
onco against that in front and endeavor to
drive it across the river, but if he found it
"inexpedient," to recross tho mountain be-

fore daylight. Thus
BEXEATn THE SHADOW OF LOOKOUT MOUN-

TAIN,

on the banks of the Tennessee, two divisions
were about to meet in tho shock of battle
who had confronted each other a thousand
miles away, at Bull Run, South Mountain,
Antietam and Chancellorsvillc. Geary's di-

vision had furnished part of tho army under
McClellan on the Peninsula, where that pro-

found strategist is said to havo been
"hemmed in between two Hillf, with a Stone-

wall in his rear, and confronted by a Long-stree- t,

over which he found it difficult "to

march. The moon looked down, as is her
wont, with calm serenity upon the scene of
blood. t

The attack was made by Bratton at about
half-pa- st twelve o'clock on the morning of
the 29th, but Geary's pickets held their posi-

tion untiLibe-mainJui- C was in xoadinocs to
Teieive it, when a fierce conflict ensued.
Gen. Howard was directed to send Schnrz's
division .to Geary's relief, which while on

its way, came under the fire of Law's com-

mand stationed to guard the road from its
position on the hills.

General Hooker, in his report, refers as

follows to the action of Smith's brigade, con-

sisting of the Thirty-thir- d Massachusetts,
Fifty-fift- h and Seventy-thir- d Ohio, and Ono

Hundred and Thirty-sixt- h New York, 1,413
strong:

" This skeleton but brave brigade charged
up the mountain, almost inaccessible by day-

light, under a heavy fire without returning
it, and drove three times their number from

behind the hastily-thrown-u-p intrenchment,
capturingprisoners and scattering tho enemy
in all directions. No troops ever rendered
more brilliant service ; the namo of their
valiant commander is Col. Orlan Smith, of
the Seventy-thir- d Ohio Volunteers. Tyn-dal- e,

encountering less resistance, had also

made himself master of the enemy's position
in his front."

".Co!. Smith, in his report, says : " On tho
left of the road by which the division mnst
pass to support General Geary, a hill com-

manding the way was found occupied by two
rebel brigades. The Second brigade was or-

dered to take and hold tho position. Tho
Seventy-thir- d Ohio and Thirty-thir- d Massa
chusetts formed line of battle, and with the
greatest determination scaled the precipitous
.slope, moving over almost impassible gronnd
in the face of rapid volleys. The One Hun-

dred and Thirty-sixt- h New York was now or-

dered to support the left of tho two advanc-

ing regiments and advanced with heroic
bravery, as did the Fifty-fift- h Ohio, which
was to support tho right. On the crest a
fierce hand-to-han- d contest ensued. Tho
enemy, although well fortified in

A POSITION ALMOST IMPREGNABLE

by nature, could not withstand this most ex-

traordinary bayonet attack, and wero forced

to inglorious flight, leaving many arms and
intrenching tools behind their parapet. Tho
storming of this hill against such stupendous
odds is a brilliant episode of the war, a feat
of arms rarely surpassed in history."

Referring to the posting of tho two brigades
under his command, General Law says, in his
report: "Sending a courier to remain with
Colonel Bratton until he commenced moving,

I returned to my command. In a short time

I received notice of his advance, and my lino

was at once ordered forward and took posi-

tion on the wooded slopo overlooking tho,
road, the left thirty or forty yards and the

right one hundred and fifty yards from it.

Here I remained nearly an honr, tho time

being occupied in strengthening tho posi-

tion by the construction of rail and log

breastworks before the fighting began on tho

left. In the meantime Goncral Banning had
come up on my left in rear of Colonel Brat
ton, while the latter had moved on against
the camp of tho enemy Genrj." General
Law's brigade was commanded by Colonel

Sheffield, who reported tho adranco of
Howard's corps coming down the road to tho
relief of General Geary. He continues: "I

L ordered my skirmishers to retire to tho line
of battle, and allowed the head of tho column
to get opposite my left before firing. Ono
volley scattered it in the fields beyond the
wood, where it attempted to, re-for- m and
move on, but a second firo again dispersed
it." General Law describes at considerable
length the alternate attacks and repulses

"TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."
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made upon his line, and concludes as fol-

lows : ".When tho order for my command to
retiro was given I had already received in-

formation that Colonel Bratton had been

withdrawn; that ho was actually at the
bridge, and the firing on tho left had ceased

for nearly if not quite half an hour. Be-

lieving that the object for which my posi-

tion was occupied had been accomplished, I
withdrew." The report of Colonel Sheffield
agrees with that of General Law, and both
are explicit in the statement that they fell

back voluntarily and wero not driven from
the ridge.

General Longstreet says: "The brigade
under Colonel Bratton claims to have had
complete success up to the moment it was
recalled, which was rendered necessary in
consequence of General Law's abandoning
his position. Tho loss sustained in his two
brigades was not more than one-tent- h of that
in Colonel Brattou's brigade. As General
Law's troops were veterans, I can only at-

tribute their want of good conduct to
JEALOUSY AMONG THE BRIGADIER GENER-

ALS."
"While these operations were being success-

fully oxecuted in the rear, General Geary and
Col. Bratton were contesting with desperate
determination and valor the possession of
tho field. Men who had faced each other on
many a bloody field were firing volleys into
each others, faces at only a few paces dis-

tance
Col. Bratton's brigade, consisting of tho

First, Fifth and Sixth South Carolina, Sec-

ond South Carolina Rifles, Hampton's Le

gion, and Palmetto bnarp-suooter- s, crosaeu
Lookout Creek near tho railroad bridge,
and formed line of battle, tho Sixth South
Carolina on a hill on the right of the road,
and tho sharp-shoote- rs on a hill on the left.
Hampton's Legion was left to guard the gap
between his right and General Law's left
until relieved by General Banning. The
first assault upon General Geary's lines was
made by tho First anil Fifth South Caro-

lina and the Second Rifles, which resulted
in the capture of a few pickets, when the
entiro brigade marched off down tho Tren-

ton road to gain position on the right of
tho camp. Banning had, in the meantime,
taken position between Law and Bratton on

the right of tho road leading to Howard's
camp. The assault was well planned, and
its only defect was in sending too small a
force to execute it. Bragg had detached an
other division from the line on his way back.
to his headquarters at Mission Ridj;e
too late for it to reach Jenkins before day
light. The pre3euco of this division in
Geary's front might have given a different
termination to tho battle of "Wauhatchie.
Indeed, at this juncture, there seems to be
no good reason why Longstreet's entire
corps, 15,500 strong, was not at once detached
from its position in tho line of investment
and hurled upon the main forces in Lookout
Valley, It was the only pointin the confed-

erate line worth preserving, for it alone cov-

ered the route of tho supply trains from
Bridgeport.

The Twenty-nint- h Pennsylvania, Col. W.
Richards, was on picket and met Bratton's
advance. In lino on the left were tho One
Hundred and Ninth Pennsylvania, Capl.
F. L. Gimber, and One Hundred and Elev
enth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant - Colonel
Thomas M. Walker. These regiments, form
ing the Second brigade, boro the brunt of
the fight. The Ono Hundred and Thirty-eevent- h,

Seventy-eight- h, and One Hundred
and Forty-nint- h New York, of the Third
brigade, in line on tho extreme right, were
les3 engaged. Two regiments of this brigade,
and the entiro First brigade of the Twelfth
Corps, wero absent from the field. Tho
Sixtieth New York had been left to guard
tho pass between Whitcsides and Trenton,
and the Ono Hundred and Second New York
was guarding tho division ambulance-trai- n

southward from Murfreesboro. Tho First
brigade had not yet reached Bridgeport.

The courage of tho Twenty-nint- h Penn-

sylvania on picket neutralized the advantage
gained by Col. Bratton in gaining

POSITION IN ITS FRONT UNOBSERVED.

Notwithstanding the suddenness of tho
assault, there was no manifestation of sur-

prise by the Pennsylvanians. Gen. Geary

says : " The course of tho enemy's advance
was alone indicated by the opposition of my
pickets. The moon was fitful and did not
afford sufficient light to see a body of men
over a hundred yards distant, and during
the fight their whereabouts was revealed
mostly by the flashes of their fire-arms- ."

General Geary promptly formed his lines to
receive tho attack. Tho Ono Hundred and
Thirty-sevent- h New York, Colonel Ireland,
was advanced about 150 yards west of tho
Kelly's Ferry road, forming the left ; the Ono

Hundred and Ninth and One Hundred and
Eleventh respectively prolonged this line,
constituting the front, which was perpen-

dicular to tho N. & C. R. R.; the right rf" the
One Hundred and Eleventh overreached the
angle and faced the railroad. The right,
held by the Seventy-eight- h and One Hun-

dred and Forty-nint- h New York, was formed

at right angles with the centre along tho
embankment of the railroad. The first
volley was fired at a half hour after mid-

night. Bratton's right was formed by the
Palmetto Sharp-shooter- s, stationed on tho
railroad. The attack was made by the First
and Fifth South Carolina and the Second

Rifles, who were ordered not to fire until
thev had passed their own skirmishers. Tho

force in their front was composed of the One

Hundred and Thirty-sevent- h New York, tho

One Hundred and Ninth Pennsylvania and

the two left companies of the One Hundred

and Eleventh Pennsylvania, who wero cau-

tioned to fire low and not waste their ammu-

nition, for Geary, like Henry of Nevarre, saw
promise of a bloody fray. Bratton says :

" Tho three regiments had not advanced far
before a very heavy fire was developed, so

heavy on the Second Rifles as to cause it .to

halt and finally to fall back. This stopped
the advance, leaving the First and Fifth in
echelon on the field, tho Fifth on the right
and in advance. I at onco ordered up tho
Sixth to act as reserve, and put in the
Hampton Legion, Col. Gary, on the right of
the Fifth." In tho meantime the guns of
Geary's battery had opened, firing spherical
case wjlth short fuses. Bratton again gave
orders' to attack. Hampton's Legion, accord-

ing to his roporfc, passed over Geary's skir-

mishers, driving them through their camp,

and entirely beyond their wagon camp. Re-

ferring to this charge, Geary says: ""While

thus engaged the enemy attempted to turn our
left fiant by ttncovcriug it some distance to
the left. Hampton's Legion had penetrated
to tho Kelly's Ferry road about seventy
yards to the left, and while marching by tho
fiank was attacked by two companies of the
One Hundred and Thirty-sevent- h New
York, which

THREW THE LEGION INTO CONFUSION,

and the advantage being iollowed up it was
hastily driven bade, leaving a number of
killed and wounded in tho woods to the left
and rear of our line." This is probably
where tho South Carolinians saw the ' wagon
camp.

The fight had now raged without cessation
for three hours. The loss on both sides was
heavy, and Geary's ammunition was nearly
exhausted. A sketch of tho field taken at
this time would have shown Hampton's
Legion on the right, facing and overlapping
the One Hundred and Thirty-sevent- h New
Tork on Granger's left, the Fifth South
Carolina opposite tho One Hundred and
Elevonth Pennsylvania and in rear of a
smalL creek at considerable distance to tho
left and in rear of the Fifth on tho Kelly's
Ferry road, the First South Carolina forming
an angle with the Sixth, which lay between
that road and the railroad. Fronting tho
Seventy-eight- h and One Hundred and Forty-nint- h

New York, on Geary's right behind tho
railroad embankment, lay tho Palmetto
sharpshooters and the Second South Carolina.
Colonel Bratton claims that " the position of
things at this time (3 a. in.) was entirely
favorable to a grand charge. Our line occu-

pied two sides of a widespead V." Fronting
th opening at the top of the V Geary's line
layin-th- form of an arch, tho two flanks of
wh'Wi failed to reach those of the enemy.
Nor.veiuforcements had as yet made their
aprf-fir- from the Eleventh Corps. They
hat-Sen'- , sent at double-quic- k, but were so

(lpa.eHiiig the front as to give colon

'toVSar assertion' that ho scattered the
column by a volley ot musuoiry iroin uiu
top of a hill. General Hooker says that
when the sound of heavy musketry from
Geary's camp fell upon his ears he ordered
Howard "to send his nearest division
(Scliarz) at double-quic- k to Geary's relief.

Before proceeding far a sheet of musketry
was thrown on him from the central hills,
but at loug range, and inflicting no great
injury. Schurz wsis ordered to detach Tyn-dal'- s.

brigade and direct it to assault tho
enemy on thp hill, which, it did gallantly,
and pu&h the Second and Third brigades on

to Geary's relief. The Second was posted in
a gap, aud the Third brigade (Heckers)
claimed to havo got

LOST IN A SWAMP,

and never reached tho field until 5 o'clock,

long after the fight was ended. Of Stein-wehi- 's

two brigades bnt ono (Smith's) was

engaged, the other being held in reserve in
the gaps on the right and left of the hill
where Smith was lighting to prevent what
was supposed to be an advance of Long-street- 's

entiro corps. Lookout Mountain,
only a short distance on the right, was known
to be occupied by that corps, and there was

every reason to believe that the march of
Hooker's command through tho valley at
its base had been closely observed. Hence
the necessity for posting strong forces in tho
gaps leading from that direction and for

allowing Geary to fight his battlo unaided
by any but Hecker's brigade, which General
Hooker supposed to bo hotly engaged.

Colonel Bratton follows his opinion that
things wero entirely favorable to a grand
charge by the statement that at this j tincture
ho "received orders to withdraw and move

back in good order, as tho enemy wero press-

ing in tho rear." Thero was no pressuro
anywhere except against General Law, who

claimed that he was ordered back by Jen-

kins because of the retreat of Bratton across

the bridge over Lookout Creek. Bratton
says while making arragements for tho
charge he had sent back to ask for Logan's
regiment, and that tho answer came that
Logan was engaged in tho rear, and that ho

(Bratton) must withdraw. Thereupon ho

moved the Sixth South Carolina to the posi-

tion behind the railroad and ordered it " to
pour its firo upon the crowded mass of the
enemy." Under this firo the rest of the
brigade was withdrawn, but not before

Geary had got in a parting salutation with
his musketry and artillery. Two pieces of
artillery were dragged down by tho Twenty-nint- h

Pennsylvania to tho railroad on the
extreme right and swept the track on both
sides as far as their range extended. New

York responded with a will to South Caro-

lina and the number of dead and wounded

in front of the One Hundred and Forty-nint- h

attested the accuracy of their aim.

All this time General Benuiug held his

brigade in line in the spaco between Law

and Bratton without finding anything to do.

Thero was undoubtedly an apprehension

that tho attack made upon General Law was

by an overpowering force, which was momen-

tarily expected to swoop down upon Ben-nin- g

and Bratton after annihilating the two
brigades on the right.

THE ORDER FOR WITHDRAWAL

of the right and left was probably given by
Jenkins to the two commanders simultane-

ously, and in each caso the reason assigned
was that the other was falling back. The
forces actually engaged were about equal on
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each side. Lewis's two brigades were op-

posed by Smith's, and Tyndal's and Geary's
bis. regiments fought the same number under
Bratton; and the loss on each side was about
equal. The result of the battle, however,
was vastly in favor of the'Union army. The
fickle goddess of victory, who, with charac-

teristic coquetry, had flirted first with one
side, then with the other, at a very oppor-

tune moment for Geary's troops crowned
them victors in the strife, and Jenkins led
his discomfited brigades back to their old
eyrie among the crags of Lookout Mountain.

The less in the Eleventh Corps, mostly in
Smith's brigade, was 63 killed and 152
wounded; in Geary's division, 3G killed and
172 wounded total 423; among whom
were many valuable officers. General Long-stre-et

stated his loss to be about 400 in
killed, wounded and missing. The casualty
sheet of Bratton's brigade, appended to his
report, gives his loss at 31 killed, 236

wounded, and 39 missing total 350. Gen-

eral Longstreet, in his report, took a philo-

sophical view of the situation, and regarded
the loss of Lookout Valley as. a very trivial
affair. Ho says, "That the 'point' was not
essential to the enemy at Chattanooga is
established by the fact that he supplied his
army at that place some six weeks without
it," and that "we were trying to starve tho
enemy out by investing Chattanooga on the
only side from which he could not obtain
his supplies."

Two days after the battlo he, in company
with General Breckenridgc, under orders
from General Bragg, made an examination
of the country between Brown's Ferry and
"Wauhatchie with a view to a general battle.
These two officers decided that as the only
route I); which their troops could reach the
field was by a difficult mountain road some
fifty miles long, impassable ftfr artillery, and
as the country was easy of access to the
Union troops, the plan was utterly imprac-

ticable. General Longstreet's corps wa3
soon afterwards withdrawn and sent up the
valley, whore it laid siege to Knoxville.
General Hooker concentrated the Eleventh
and Twelfth Corps in Lookout Valley, where
they Avere organized into the Twentieth
Corps, and with "Whitaker's brigade of the
Army of the Cumberland scaled the heights
of Lookout and planted their standard upon
its loftiest peak amid the smoke of a battle
that was fought above the clouds. a

A WOMAN'S PATHETIC STORY.
To the lifdifor "National Tribune:

God bless The National Tribune, tho
soldier's "staunch friend and adviser, which
comes to us each week laden with good,
strong, true words for those brave men who
fought and bled and died (or returned
maimed for life) that we might still boast a
Union of States; and they were brave men,
although our Government as a Nation
ignores the fact, and keeps ignoring it year
after year, leaving their preservers in some
cases helpless, in many partially so, to wait
with ceaseless longing for the adjustment of
their claims for pension, while they see their
families suffering for the common necessaries
of life, living without any of thoso luxuries
which make life desirable, while they watch
each week to see what Congress will do for
them ; while they see that august body at-

tending their reeept ions which cost immense
sums of money, attending to the poor In-

dian in a humane manner, and granting in-

dividual pensions to those who do not need
them to thoso who already have enough
and to spare "of this world's goods; while
Congress gives or talks of "giving Dr. Bliss as
much for one day's attendance upon Gar-

field as many a poor soldier sees in a whole
year for the keeping or rather starving of
his family. As they view all these things, is
it a wouder that they feel in their inmost
soul that theira was a thankless task? The
Government's needs wero great. Her de-

mand was, " Your money or your life." "While

rich men gave of their hoarded wealth to
purchase substitutes-poor- , mon were obliged
to stand to the rack themselves. They put
that life which is so sweet to all in danger
day by day, and what have they to-da- y for all
this? "What is their reward? An eye gone,

a maimed limb, a, rupture, poverty, and a
promise from Uncle Sam that dear old man
who pays everything else so promptly that
some time he Avill make it all up to him.
The bondholder tells this poor crippled sol-

dier how much money the war cost him.
God in heaven! does ho forget that all a
man hath he will give for his life? "Will

our Nation always forget, or will they wake
up and hear the cry of suffering that comes

to them on every hand from our soldiers
and their families, asking, begging only their
rights only that the debt which the Gov-

ernment owes be paid nofr, just now, before

they die? "Wo do not begrudge a liberal
allowanco to the physicians who attended
our martyred President. "We all loved Gar-

field; strong men wept and women wrung

their hands, while their hearts bled for tho
poor stricken wife and family. But let us
uot forget that this is a free Government;
that we are "heirs to the same inheritance-child- ren

of the self-sam- e God." Pender
unto Garfield all that is Garfield's, and also

give the sick, needy soldier what he earned
by hard marches, by abstinence from food,

by the sacrifice of all he holds most dear.

Put yourselves, ye men of Congress oh that
you would put yourselves in his place then
would sco his wrongs righted; thou would
he see his children clothed and fed; then
would ho thank God and you, and have
reason to say that your hearts were not dead
to the cry of woe, but that justice and hu-

manity still reigned at Washington.
But hark ye, The National Tribune

sounds tho tocsin of war, and we leave you
in its hands, satisfied that if you do right
you will be kindly dealt with; if not, woo

be unto you.
An invalid soldi r's wife,

Mrs. C. C. Lewis.
Clarksyille, Iowa, May 5.

A DASH FOR LIBERTY.

MARCH OF UNION REFUGEES FROM

NORTH CAROLINA TO KENTUCKY.

Fording tho Holsion Hirer Tnrsned hy Confcder-at- e

Cavalry Heroic Conduct of Col. James

Lane The Attack and Repulse En-

camped on the Snmmlt of a
Jlonntain Surrounded.

Liberty RraTely

Won.

The early struggles of the Union men of
the border States to resist secession in the
spring of 1861 forms an unwritten portion
of the history of the war that is for the most
part confined to the memories of the partici-
pants. It will for many years to come be
the topic of conversation aronnd the-hearth- - r
stones in Kentucky, Tennessee, Western Vir-- t
ginia, Missouri, and North Carolina. A cor--
respondent in East Tennessee sends to TnE
National Tribute the following sketch of
a hand-to-ha- nd struggle near Cumberland.
Gap which, but for his thonghtfulness, would
probably never havo seen tho light. He says :

In the spring of 1862 Col. James Lane,
Capt. John Kirk, Lieut. Pangle, and myself,
with about five hundred Union men from.
North Carolina and East Tennessee, left our
homes to avoid the choice of being mustered
into the rebel army, taking the oath of alle-

giance to the Southern confederacy, or being
dragged off to the military prison at Sales-bur-y,

N. C. Many of our neighbors were
already there, and most of us had remained
hidden in caves in the monntains and out in
the woods for months. On a cold night in
March, 1862, the men were collected, officers
chosen, and we started upon our march of
over three hundred miles by unfrequented
paths, and almost entirely unarmed, with-

out food, or money to purchase it, bsing
obliged to leave tho latter with onr families.
Our destination was Camp Dick Robinson in.

Kentucky. The Holsion River was fnrrrd
the firsfe night, and the march had hiWUj-begu- n

when we found that Hurt's Garcia
cavalry were following us. This rime pur-

sued us closely, and, as we afterTff,n! .wit-tainc- d,

sent a party through to Cwuhtrtet d
Gap to notify the commanders of llc h'-.- n

at that poin oi'our approach, that he auglts
take .measures to intercept tfs in iiii:J-- i

Valley. Now began a race of ircv-f- i?U'

to the ford of Clinch River, 'ieni five
hundred dismounted men and a ha$:4jh n
of rebel cavalry. At Bird's Hill, mile
from the river, Hart's advance atuwkert our
rear-guar- d. A brisk fight ensued under ; ho

immediate supervision of Colonel Larso. who
took part and fought like a lion. After giv-

ing the eneiuy the contents of both his h?avy
navy revolvers ho dashed in among them
and used his pistols as clubs in a hand-to-han- d

fight. Four men seized him, but he
shook them off, and came out of the strngglo
with the loss of all his clothing, except his
pants and boots. Col. Hart, having profited
but little in the encounter, gave up the chase,
and we crossed the river and without further
interruption reached Powell Mountain, twelve
miles distant, at daybreak on the following
morning. "We were tired, hungry, and thirsty.
It was a beautiful Sabbath morning. In front
of our lofty position the Cumberland range
stretched away to the north and south as far
as the eye could reach. Beyond it liberty beck-

oned to us with outstretched hands. We had
lost in killed, wounded, and captured nearly
fifty of our number. Col. Lane posted senti-

nels, and the remainder of our party, thor-
oughly exhausted, threwthemselves upon the
ground and sought refreshment in much-need- ed

sleep. The sun had passed a little be-

yond meridian when we were aroused by the
appearance of a heavy force in front and rear
of our camp. There were bnt.two alternatives

to surrendor unconditionally, or to make a
bold dash for the Cumberland Mountains.
Only fifty of our number were armed. The
remainder were ordered to arm themselves
with stout clubs and hold them in the posi-

tion of guns as they rushed upon the foe.

A battalion of cavalry from Cumberland
Gap, formed at the foot of the mountain,
stood squarely across our path. It was a
thrilling experience to the unarmed men
who charged without arms that Sunday
afternoon in Powell's Valley, and the joy
with which they saw the line of horsemen
waver and finally gallop away will never be
forgotten. ANithont giving time ior tnem.
to rally wo moved as rapidly as possible
across the valley, hoping to gain the slope
of the mountains before the enemy could
discover the nature of the arms with which
they had been driven from the field. Tho
sun was fast sinking behind the moun-

tains. We were using every exertion to
reach cover in the mountain defiles when
the fact that we had not fired upon them in
making the charge down tho mountain-sid- e

seems to have aroused their suspicion that
we were armed with Quaker guns. They
now formed in a solid column aud swept
down upon us. They were met with a
courage that would have done honor to any
command upon any battle-field- . Yo had
not had time to gain any position that could

not be surrounded, and for hours wo fought
an armed force equal hi number to our own,

keeping well together and repulsing every
chave with our clubs and the few shot-gu-ns

and rilles that wero in our party. The heroic
Lane was in the thickest of the fight every-

where, encouraging his men by voice and
example. We continued moving across tho
valley, taking advantago of every obstacle
that could interfere with the movements of
the cavalry, who were afraid to dismount
and attack us on tho ground. Night was
about closing hi when Colonel Lane, who
was in tho fear defending as best he could
the crowd which was struggling onward, fell
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