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In forwarding his subscription for The
National Tribune from Lawrence, Mass.,

Gen. George S. Merrill, Commander-in-Chie- f of

the Grand Army of the Republic, says :

"The bold advocacy of The NATIONAL

Tribune of the rights of the soldier clicils my

hearty approval. Keep on as you, have begun,

and do not consider your work accomplished

until every soldier who is entitled to a pension

receives it, and every soldier's widow and every

soldier's child arc provided for by the Govern-

ment. (Signed) Gj-o- . S. Merrill."
-

Official Orpan of the Grand Army.

Executive Committee Sixteenth
National Encampment G. A. R.,

Baltimore, March 31, 1S32.

To the Editor National Tribune.
Sir: lam so much pleased with the fearless

advocacy of the soldier's interests pursued by

ygttr paper that I have taken a personal interest

in introducing it into this Department. I fur-

ther desire to make it the OfrjpiAj. pijpA.DF
this committee, and will furnish you weekly

with so much of this committers correspondence

tr. tuilihc interesting to our comradesjhrgujjhoul

fii country -.-cho intend visiting this city on the

octanon of the assembling of the National nt,

i7i June next.

Yours, very truly,
Wm. E. W. Ross,

Chairman Executive Committee.

We are under obligations to many of our
ex-soidi- ers who Lave voluntarily undertaken
to canvass for subscribers to The National
Tribune, and we trust that the great suc-

cess they have met with will induce our

readers generally to follow their example.

Remember, the longer its subscription roll,

the greater will be its influence and its
ability to advance the soldier's interests.

TnE New York Herald announces the in-

tention of Mr. Bennett to make ample pro-

vision for the support of the widows and

families of all the brave men who perished

in the Jeannette expedition. This is a

simple act of justice, and nothing more than

the ordinary considerations of humanity re-

quire, but we are glad to know that the
proprietor of the Herald has acted with such

promptness. The Government, unhappily,

takes its own time in pensioning off its
crippled defenders.

The readers of The National Tribune
will confer an especial favor by forwarding

promptly accounts of Decoration Day ser-

vices. In our next issue we shall devote

considerable space to the memorial ceremo-

nies, and while our regular staff of corre-

spondents is larger than that of any other

journal devoted to soldiers' interests, yet it
will be impossible to cover the entire field

on Decoration Day without the aid of our

readers. Comrades in every Department

will, we feel assured, oblige us by mailing

at the earliest possible moment accounts of

the services in which they participate.

Guiteau's last appeal to the public is of a

piece with all his previous utterances. It
seems to be second nature with this vulgar

wretch to blaspheme, and his mind vyy be

aptly compared to a sewer through which a

etream of putrid thought is constantly flow-

ing. Sewer gas is noL a more deadly poison

than the vaporings of his depraved intellect,

and his " removal," now soon to take place,

will doubtless be a source of intense satisfac-

tion to a disgusted public.

The National Tribune will contain

full reports of the special features oi Decora-

tion Day ceremonies in various parts of the

country, and comrades of the Grand Army

who with to inform themselves concerning

the affairs of the Older should send in their
subscriptions without delay. The Na-

tional Tribune is the only journal that
pays hpeoial attention to the collection and

publication of G rand Army news.

The next fow weeks will be the most

interesting of the present session of Congress

to those who aro concerned in pension lcgis-iitfo- n,

nd The National Tribune will

eantiin full reports of all important meas-

ures and discussions. Sub.-crib-e at once-o-nly

one dollar per year.
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Dccor.tticn Day.

Tuesday next, the 30th inst., will be ob-

served universally throughout the North as

Decoration Day, and, as usual, the members

of the various Grand Army Posts will strew

the graves of their fallen comrades with

flowers. It is to be regretted, as we pointed

out in a recent issue, that the good example

of California in making the day a legal hol-

iday, has not been followed by all her sister

States, so as to afford all classes of citizens
an opportunity to attend the memorial cere- -

monies, uufc doubtless tnc time is hol iar
distant when tho auuiversary will receive

due legal recognition. It is gratifying to

know that so far from losing its hold upon

tho favor of the public the day grows in

popular esteem from year to year and is

coming to be regarded in the samo light as

Washington's Birthday and the Fourth of

July, i. e.. as a fixed national anniversary.

Tho apprehension that, as the memories of

the war grew indistinct and the survivors

of that struggle passed away, Decoration Day

would lose its significance and ultimately
cease to be publicly observed, vanished long

ago. It may well be that as time goes by

and our veterans are one by one summoned
to the final muster the celebration will

undergo some modification, such as Inde-

pendence Day has suffered, but we cannot

believe that it will ever wholly disappear

from the list of national anniversaries.

Wc can afford to dismiss all such forebodings

and turn to tho consideration of the cele-

bration that is just at hand.

It is seventeen years ago this spring since

the last battle of the Rebellion was fought

seventeen years since the last of those, whoso

valor we are about to commemorate afresh,

gave up their lives in defense of their coun-

try but every year renders tho memory of

our dead heroes more precious and reveals

more clearly the worth of their services.

Time has, perhaps, dulled the sharpness of

our grief and softened the pain of recollection,

but it has not deadened the national sense of

gratitude, and if less of personal sorrow dis-

tinguishes the ceremonies of the day than

formerly it is only because the feeling of

reverence and admiration has swallowed up

all other emotions. It is meet that it should

be so. The time has gone by for tearful

regrets. Who can doubt that were it per-

mitted to these sleeping heroes to rise from

their graves and survey this smiling land

they would rejoice to have been the means

of securing such a brilliant destiny to their
country and would account as nothing their
sacrifices in its behalf? It is not pity but
joy that should fill our hearts at the thought
of their fate joy that they have left behind

them such an illustrious examplo of patriot-

ism for the emulation of their countrymen.

While we scatter above their sod the tokens

of our remembrance let us indulge in no

vain repinings over their lot, but seek rather
to draw from the recital of their achieve-

ments an inspiration for the future. Let us

endeavor to perpetuate their virtues as

essential in these piping times of peace to

the maintenance of Republican institutions
as when grim-visage- d War confronted the
Nation and hand down, untarnished to

posterity, the fame of the American citizen-soldie- r!

The new generation that is coming

on must be taught to cherish the principles

for which our comrades laid down their
lives. It must be made to feel that the

celebration of Decoration Day has a higher

object than the mere ornamentation of our

soldiers' graves, beautiful though that cere-

mony i3. It must be brought to look upon

this outpouring of veterans as a national

pilgrimage to the shrine of patriotism not
less a source of inspiration for the living

than a sacred duty to the dead so that the
spirit of 'Gl may be kept alive in the Repub-

lic as through the long succession of Inde-

pendence Days the spirit of 57G has been

faithfully cherished.

Tho Coming Kucampmnnt.

There has probably never been an Encamp-

ment of the Grand Army to which the mem-

bers of that Order looked forward with such

keen interest as that which is shortly to be

held in Baltimore. Many circumstances

combine to make it tho object of special

attention. In the first place, it is the first

time that a Southern city has been thus
honored; and Baltimore, it will be remem-

bered, although never the actual theatre of

Avar, gave our volunteers their first taste of

Rebel lead. That is an event in her history,

however, of which her good citizens have

always been ashamed, and for which, indeed,

tho good citizens of that day were not

responsible. Their worthy mayor now

Judge Brown marched at the head of tho

Massachusetts troops and did what lay

within his power to give tho Boys in Blue

a safe conduct through the city. But, what-

ever it may have been then, Baltimore is to-

day as loyal a city as there is in the country,

and perhaps the most hospitable to tho

stranger within her gates. Long ago tho

scars of tho war healed over, and in the

ranks of her crack militia regiment the sur-

vivors of both armies now march side by

side. Federal Hill, whose guns onco com-

manded the town, has lost its grim aspect,

and to look at its grassy slopes you would

never imagine that it had ever been aught
but the charming city park that it now is.

If any of the veterans who hurried through

Baltimore that eventful spring, just twenty

years ago, should attend the Encampment

next month, they will experience some diff-

iculty, we imagine, in finding the old land-

marks.
But ifc is not alone because Baltimore is

historically interesting that so much concern

is manifested in the coming event. Wo

must ascribe it in part to the current belief

that there is a fine old flavor about Mary-lau- d

hospitality which is not to be found

elsewhere, and w'h'icli' the members of the

Grand Army arc impatient to test for them-hclve- s.

And indeed the citizens of Balti--

more, on their part, seem equally impatient

to afford them an opportunity. They have
put their purses, time, and labor at the dis-

posal of the Reception Committee without
waiting for a request to "stand and deliver,"

and wc observe that ex-Reb- and ex-Uni- on

men, Democrats and Republicans, nabobs

and plebeians, are so mixed up in the matter

that it will be impossible ever to sort them

out again. And really that is just as it
ought to be, since there is no longer any

Mason and Dixon's line to trip up the feet

of the stranger. In our last issue we in-

dicated in a general way the character of the

entertaiument that is preparing for our

veterans, and there is every prospect that

the reality will far exceed our predictions.

Ifc only remains for us to say that The

National Tribune will pitch its tent

along with the rest and do its part towards

enlivening the occasion.

FlyiiiK in Hie Face of History.

lu the course of a bitter attack on the

Pension Appropriation bill, the New York

Sun takes occasion to denounce the Arrears

of Pensions act, and declare that this and

"other acts, involving hundreds of millions,

would have received no toleration whatever

when the wounds of the civil strife were

fresh, and the services of those who had

fought for the Union, were familiar to tho

.country," adding that "the soldiers them

selves never asked for these exorbitant

allowances." The animus of this statement

is evident, and it carries with it its own

condemnation. If the same spirit governed

the action of Congress the Arrears act would

be repealed afc once, the force in the Pension

Office reduced instead of augmented, and

the committees be dischaiged fiom the fur-

ther consideration of the various relief bills

now before them. Happily no such senti-

ment actuates the members of the present

Congress, and there is not the slightest

probability that they will be influenced by

such contemptible insinuations as that
which the Sun has ventured to put forth;

but wc do not propose, nevertheless, that
these insinuations shall pass unnoticed. It
is hard enough to have to bear the hardships

resulting from the failure of the Government

to make good its promises, without being

accused of never having asked for their ful-

fillment.
Let us see how the Sun's assertions

will staud the lijhfc of history. It declare

that the Arrears act, among other pension

measures, " would have received no tolera-

tion whatever when the wounds of the civil

strife were fresh, and the services of those

who had fought for the Union, were familiar

to the country." So far from this being the

case, it is a fact, as any one can see by refer-

ring "'to the laws of Congress, t

tinct arrears acts were passec"

during the very period when

the civil strife were fresh, etc

was only when they were beg ;.u.g $jrj
ovcr that this " toleration "as '

ifc ceased. Twice, as wo ha
were passed to permit applic

sions to draw their allowance f
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of discharge from tho service i

filing of their claims ; and the only inistako

that was then made was in limiting this

right to those who sent in their applications

within a certain period. It was the injustice

of making any such discrimination that;

when the last arrears bill came up for con-

sideration became an unanswerable argu-

ment in favor of its passage. We can forgive

the Sun its ignorance of tho history of pen-

sion legislation much more easily, however,

than we can the baseness of its reasoning,

for even were it true that an arrears bill

would have received no toleration when the
wounds of the civil strife Avere fresh, etc., ifc

docs not follow that ifc ought not to have

received that toleration. Tho question is

simply, whether the principle involved in

the payment of arrears is sound or not? If
it is, then it ought to be tolerated always;

and if not, it should never receive consid-

eration. Now, as Ave understand it, the

justice of a claim for pension is based upon

the fact whether or not the disability of tho

applicant Avas incurred in the service, and

all persons so disabled are entitled to Gov-

ernment support.
Let us take two cases of such disability.

John Smith and John Jones, Ave Avill sup-

pose, are both wounded at the battle of
Fredericksburg and both honorably dis-

charged the service on account of disability.

Let us go further and snpposo that the
degree of disability is tho samo in each

case. Both are entitled to a pension, and.

under the knv then existing, to draw ifc from

the date of discharge. John Smith applies

for a pension before that law expires and is

paid accordingly. John Jones, however, for

various reasons it makes no difference

what, so far as the obligation of the Govern-

ment is concerned does not apply for a
pension until the day after tho law has ex-

pired and is paid only from the date of filing

his application. Is this just or equitable?

John Jones rendered the same service to the
Government as John Smith aud sustained

the same injury. Why then should ho not
receive the same compensation ? That is

the sole and only issue involved in tho ques-

tion of arrears, and Ave put ifc to the Sun

Avhether it is not founded on justice and

equity.
But the Sun goes further. It declares that

"the soldiers themselves never askjd for

these allowances" meaning arrears of pen-

sions. That is a downright falsehood. The

soldiers have always maintained that they
Avere entitled to draAV their pensions from

the date when the Government discharged

them because their wounds incapacitated

them from military service, and it is not

their fault that Congress, after recognizing

the reasonableness of their claim during and

for some time after the war, barred it out

by legal statute for so long a period. Not

ask for these alloAYances? There AYas not

a single session at which they did not peti-

tion for them, and the Sun very well knows

that not since the surrender of Lee has there

been such a general rejoicing among them

as followed upon the announcement that

their demand had at last been granted. But

it is folly to expend our ammunition on such

cowardly slanderers as the Sun. If it
chooses to fly in the face of history, it is

not history that will suffer from the en-

counter.

A Contemptible Political Triclc.

The recent debate in the House of Rep-

resentatives upon the proposition to repeal

that section of the Revised Statutes Avhich

provides for the appointment to the Dis

trict police force of honorably-discharge- d

Union soldiers and sailors, has opened up

again the Avholo question of official prefer-

ment. In the course of the debate to which

Ave refer the fact was brought to light that
for the purpose of evading the requirements

of the statute, the District Commissioners

had adopted a rule to appoint no person to

the force who was over forty years of age,

aud tho insertion Avas also made by several

of our Representatives that the law pro-

viding for the preferment of rs and

sailors for Government offices generally had

practically become a dead letter in all the
departments. It is impossible to contemplate

this state of things Avith indifference and avc

do not hesitate to say that officials Avho have

been guilty of obstructing the operation of

the statutes in question ought to be promptly

removed and their plnres filled by men who

can be relied upon to observe both their

spirit and letter. The case of the District

Commissioners is peculiarly aggravating. It
is urged in their behalf that their motive

in limiting appointments to persons not

over forty years of ago Avas to secure able

bodied men for the service, but that is clearly

a mere subterfuge, since there is not a city in

tho country whose police force does not

embrace manA,r officers of fifty or sixty

years of fige fully capable of discharging

tho most arduous duties imposed upon

them. In fact, youth is rather an objection

thau a recommendation in a policeman, since

young men rarely possess the coolness and

judgment ncces3a:y to the making of an

efficient officer. They arc far too apt

to use their club on slight provocation

aud are much less likely to maintain

good discipline thau those of maturer

years. Indeed Ave cannot imagine any

training that is better calculated to fit a

man for police duty than that which our

soldiers received in the sen-ice-
, and certainly

a veteran of fifty who is accustomed to

obey orders without questioning and foiloAV

faithfully the routine prescribed for him,

could and would, if the opportunity pre-- ..

ed itself, bo found fully capable of ren-- u

ng thoroughly effective serA'ice.

'"he fact of the matter is, as avc have said,

t3. i tho purpose as well as the cllect ot tnis
Jtev alation of the District Commissioners is to

6- - mde our rs and sailors from the

" e, since to be now within the requisite

. they must have been mere boys during
'., Avar. It reminds us strongly of the case

.he Cincinnati and Boston postmasters

who managed to prevent soldiers from

obtaining places in their offices by adopting

precisely the same regulation as to the age

of applicants. It can be said for them,

however, that they had tho legal right to

make such a rule although in our judg-

ment they sinned against the spirit of the
laAV and should have been removed by the

President Avhile the District Commissioners

had no Avarrant Avhatever for their action

and could be held legally responsible by

any applicant who should ho rejected on

tho ground of age, although qualified under
the special statute.

Such an offence as this,' ifc seems to us,

ought not to bo lichtly passed by. Commis-

sioners can be easily found, avc Avarrant. who

Avill obey tho laAV concerning appointments

and at the same time give the District an eff-

icient police force, and justice to the brave

men Avhose claims upon the Government for

employment Avere long ago declared urgent
by Congress the sentiment of the Avholo

country approving demands that tiiey

shall no longer be made the victims of a

contemptible political trick. This neglect

of the soldier has become unendurable of

late and it becomes our veterans individually

and through their army organisations to en-

ter a vigorous protest against it. If the pro-

vision of tho general statute is a dead letter

in the Departments let them demand
through Congress tho reason Avhy, and

force it either to repeal the law or compel

its enforcement.

A Oootl Old Kobel Still.

Wo find the following extract from a

recent speech by Jefferson Davis, Esq., going

tho rounds of tho press:

"It is false utterly false that ourpeo-pl- o

ever did treat prisoners with cruelty,
and I want the fact known as it can bo

shown."

The Mr. Davis above referred to is the

gentleman who once figured as Presi-

dent of tho Southern Confederacy, and, of

course, he ought to know all about tho

treatment Avhich Union soldiers received in

Rebel prisons. It is scarcely possible that
any atrocities could have been perpetrated

upon them without his knowledge, and his

declaration that they Avere never treated

Avith cruelty, has, therefore, all the force of

an official denial.

It Avill doubtless surprise many of our

readers to learn that tho sufferings Avhich

our soldiers are popularly supposed to have

undergone at Libby, Belle Islo, Columbia,

Andersonville, Charleston, and other South-

ern prisons, had no real existenee; but, then,

this is not tho only shock that public' opin-

ion has received concerning the of tho

Avar, and thoso, for instance, who accept

Senator Hampton's statement, that "God

alono knows who Avas right" in that un--

happy conflict, will, doubtless, readily credit
this last declaration by Mr. Davis.

It may not be out of place, however, to

consider what this declaration implies. If
it be true, it necessarily follows that the
descriptions which our returned veterans

have given of their experiences in Southern

prisons are shockingly erroneous. Instead

of being exposed to every storm that visited

that section, the inmates of Andcrsonvillo

must have been lodged in commodious bar--

racks ; instead, compelled to go mentary agitation against it, that
about in rags, tney must nave uuu.aiuuc.ujr

received a chanye of clothing; instead of

being put on starvation rations they must

have received the same fare as the confeder-

ate soldier; instead of being deprived of the

means of slacking their thirst, they must

have always had access to a plentiful supply

of pure Avater; instead of being shot down

liko dog3 whenever the intolerable beat
forced them to cross the "dead line" in
quest of shelter, they must have had their
wants cr.refnlly attended to by competent

surgeons and faithful nurses; instead of be-

ing subjected to the tortures of they

must have been provided Avith the means of

securing clean! iness; instead ofbeing tempted

to risk their lives in order to escape the hor

rors of imprisonment, they must have been

quite content to remain amid such pleasant

surroundings ! It pretty hard to believe

that the tyrant Wirz existed, but we

have the word of Mr. Davis that Union

prisoners Avere never treated with cruelty,

aud that certainly puts the butcher in the
category of myths!

And yet Avhen one recalls the appcaranco

of our poor boys when they came North
after an exchange of prisoners, it does seem

rather hard to credit his assertion. They

Avere in rags ; they bore the marks of pain

and suffering; they looked like skeletons;

they seemed to have lost all their strength
and courage, and they ate as if they vrere

famished. Some of them, too, brought back

relics Avith them dumb witnesses of the

tribulation they had undergone. A few of

them had kept diaries, lind the experiences

which Avere there sot down were of the sort

the martyrs the Dark Ages endured

at the hands of the Inquisition, nad any

one ventured at that time to pronounce their
stories false and declare that they had re-

ceived only kind and considerate treatment
from the Southern .people, he would have

been pronounced either a lunatic or a knave.

With Mr. Davis, of course, the case is dif-

ferent. As the head of the conspiracy to

destroy the Unten he was in a position to

knoAV Avhat Avas done with - the prisoners

captured during the war, and Avhen he de-

clares that they Avere not treated Avith cruelty

it Avould be presumption on the part of any

Union soldier to contradict him ! Neverthe-

less, we cannot help wishing that this unre-

pentant Rebel, rather than the Union soldier,

had been COmpeUed to undergo the treat-

ment Avhich the latter received within the

stockade at Andersonville. He had perhaps

then spared us this last exhibition of atrocious

and monstrous mendacity.

One of our Democratic exchanges alludes

to the annual appropriation for pensions as

"the most monstrous and audacious steal
ever perpetrated on a government," and

adds that "the worst of it is that tho proper

and fraudulent claims are so mixed up that

it is impossible to attack the job without
appearing to begrudge those due to worthy
men." This sort of talk only evinces the
Avoful ignorance under which some of our

editors labor in regard to the subject of

pensions. If the pension appropriation is
" a steal," are the beneficiaries of the
theft? Certainly not the pension attorneys,

for the fee Avhich they are permitted to

charge for securing a pension is regulated

by law ; and as clearly not tho officials of

the Pension Bureau, for they are paid a fixed

salary. If the pensioners themselves, it is

difficult to understand upon what ground

they can be accused, since they can only

draw their pensions upon the presentation

of legal proof that they are entitled to a
place on tho pension rolls. Nor do Ave see

upon what ground tho assertion is made

that the proper and fraudulent claims are
mixed up. If there are any persons now

tho pension rolls avIio have no right to be

there, our cotemporary should make known

their names, in order that the roll may bo

purged. So lar as our knowledge goes no

such evidence exists, and we do not believe

that our cotemporary had any facts upon

which to its vindictive charge. So far
from being "a monstrous and audacious
steal," tho annual pension appropriation bill
simply provides for the payment by tho
Government of amounts due under existing
laAVS and in settlement of claims whose

A'alidity has already been carefully adjudi-

cated. It would be quite as reasonable to

denouueo the payments on account of inter-

est on the national debt as a "steal" as to

characterize the pa3'nients on account of
pensions as such. But there are none sc

ignorant as those who wont learn.

The length of time that has elapsed since

the Phoenix Park tragedy without the dis-

covery of any reliable clue to tho identity or
Avhereabouts of tho assassins, forbids tho
hope that tho miscreants will ever be
brought to account for their brutal crime.

The British authorities have exhausted every
available resource in the endeaA-o- r to unearth
the conspirators, and there seems to be good

reason for bolicviug that the latter Avero the
agents of some agitators' organization, and
have been provided by it with a secure asy-

lum. It is scarcely credible that they could
have eluded detection without such assist-

ance, for the police Avere on their track
within a few hours after tho commission of
tho crime, and the telegraph Avas employed
to put the authorities of every town in the
United Kingdom on the lookout for them,
and it is not surprising that the Lord Lieu- -

tenant of Ireland should ascribe the failure

to apprehend them to the withholding of in-

formation on the part of those who have it
in their power to put the police on the right
tTack. Indeed, this withholding of informa-

tion is even more shameful than the crime

itself, and is calculated, we fear, to make the
British government more distrustful than
ever of its Irish subjects. There can be no
question now that the repression bill will
soon become a law, in spite of the parlia--

of being and, it will

is
never

that of
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bo vigorously executed. Whether it3 effect
will be salutary or not, remains to be seen.

ALTnouGn The National Tribune
rests its claims to public favor chiefly on the
intelligent and effective support which it
gives to the interests of our ex-soldi- and
sailors, it may safely challenge comparison
Avith any weekly journal in the country
in its general neAvs features. Ifc aims to
present in an interesting form a complete
record of all the leading events of the Aveek

at homo and abroad, so as to render it
entirely unnecessary for it3 readera to con-

sult any other neAvspaper for secular intel-

ligence, and it3 contents, instead of being
carelessly thrown together, receive the most

thougtful consideration at the hands of

skilled and experienced editors. Recog-

nizing the fact that a large proportion

of its readers arc farmers, or afc least men
Avho arc interested in agricultural pursuits,

it devotes a considerable share of its space

to topics connected with the culture of the
soil, and we venture to say that a mora ably
conducted department thau that of Avhich

Professor Saunders has charge cannot be
found in any American journal. We
allude to these characteristics of The Na--

tional Tizibune, not because our sub
scribers have failed to note them, but in
order to bring them to the attention of
those who hesitate to subscribe on account
of their inability to bear the expense of
more than one paper and fancy that it does

not print the general as Avell as the pension
and Grand Army news of the Aveek. TnE
National Tbibune contains all the news
and the subscription price is only one dollar
per year.

The Senate, as already noted, has

passed the bill to establish an intermediate

appelate court for the purpose of relieving

the supreme bench of the immense amount

of business Avhich is now sent up to it from

the lower courts. The decisions of the court

are to be conclusive upon questions of fact,

and writs of error to the Supreme Court for

reviews upon points of law are to issue only

where the amount involved exceeds $10,000.

The effect of this limitation will be, of course,

to relieve the Supreme Bench from the con-

sideration of petty cases and expedite the
consideration of important questions, the
pressure of business before the court being

so great, at present, that it is two or three
years in arrears in the rendering of opinions.

The condition of business before the Pension

Bureau, however, is even in a more unsatis-

factory shape. At the present rate of adjust-men- tit

will take between five and ten years to
dispose of the pending claims and the claim-

ants are certainly quite as deserving as any

whose appeals are before the Supreme Court.

Common justice, it seems to us, requires that
Congress should at least pay as much atten-

tion to the needs of the Pension Bureau as

to those of the Supreme Court, and it win.

sadly fail of its duty should it adjourn

without authorizing the increase of clerical

force which Commissioner Dudley has applied

for.

No p.eader of the Grand Army Depart-

ment of The National Tribune can fail

to have observed the rapidity Avith which

the Order is growing in every section of the
country the South, of course, excepted.

New Posts are being established daily, and

a most wholesome activity is noticeable

everywhere in the Avork of the several De-

partments. All this is extremely gratifying.

It shows that the noble objects of the Order

are more thoroughly understood and appre-

ciated than ever before, and that the suspi-

cion entertained by those who Avere ignorant

of its real character that it was a mere politi-

cal organization, has been effectually dis-

pelled. We sincerely trust that this auspi-

cious outlook for the future of the Order will

continue. In our judgment it is the duty

of every ex -- soldier, whoso circumstances

admit, to connect himself Avith the Order,

and The National Tribune will always

stand ready to te Avith it in any

good work Avhich it may decide to under-

take.

TnE one measure now be-

fore Congress is the Pension Appropriation

bill Avhich provides for an increase in the
clerical forco of the Pension, Adjutant-Gener-al

and Surgeon-General- 's Offices. Every

applicant for a pension, as well as every

person Avho is entitled to one, but has not

yet filed a claim, is personally interested in
tho passage of this bill, for its effect Avill be

to accelerate the settlement of claims more

thau fifty per cent. The National Trib-

une will faithfully note the progress of the

bill in both Houses, and thoso who Avish to

keep posted in lvgard to it Avill do Avell to

send in their subscriptions without further

loss of time. Price one dollar a year.

The slight opposition which was mani-

fested in the House to the passage of the

national-ban- k charter extension bill, shows

that even our greenback friends recognize

the danger of disturbing tho banking sys-

tem of tho country, althouh they may not

perhaps bo willing to concede, what the

experience of every businessman has proved

to be a fact, that it is the safest and most

reliable that the country has ever had. Let

us hope that they Avill be equally reluctant

to meddle with our present system, of

internal revenue taxation.
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