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In forwarding his subscription for The,
National, Tribune from Lawrence, Mass.,
Gen. George S. Merrill, Commander-in-Chie- f of
the Grand Army of the Jiepublic, says:

"The hold advocacy of THE NATIONAL

Tkibkne of the rights of the soldier elicits my
hearty approval. Keep on as you have begun,

and do not consider your work accomplished
vniil every soldier trho is entitled to a pension
receives it, o?jtf every soldier's icidow and every
soldier's child arc provided for hy the Govcrn-vicn- t.

(Signed) Geo. S. Mereill."
Q .

Offiuiiil Organ of the Grand Army.
Executive Committee Sixteenth

National Encampment G. A. R.,
Baltimore, March 31, 1SS2.

To the Editor National Tribune.
Sir: lam so v:ueli pleasod with the fearless

advocacy of the soldiers inla-cst- s jmrsucd by

your paper that I hare taken a jtcrsonal interest
in introducing it into this Department. I fur-
ther desire to make it the official organ of
this committee, and will furnish you weekly
with so much of this committee's correspondence
as will be interesting to our comrades throughout
ihe country who intend visiting this city on the
occasion of ihe assembling of the 'Kationah En-
campment, in June next. Tours, very truly,

Wm. E. W. Ross,
Chairman Executive Committee.

A first-clas- s representative soldiers'
newspaper is the best recruiting agent the
Graud Army can possibly have, and The
National Tribune is just such a news-

paper. Subscription price only one dollar
per year.

Dubing the past year thirty-thre- e thous-
and new members were added to the rolls of
the Grand Array, and it is now one hundred
thousand strong. Every one of thoeo vete-

rans ought to be a subscribar to The Na-

tional Tbibuxe price only ono dollar per
year.

The eefusal of Justice Bradley to grant
the writ of habeas corpus applied for by
Guitcau's counsel destroys the assassin's last
hope of escaping the penalty of the law, but
he will doubtless blaspheme and bluster to
the last, proclaiming thai he is " Gcd's man,"
and that President Arthur will yet save him
from the gallows!

How many thousands of crippled and in-

valid soldiers there are who would have
rejoiced to be present at the Grand Army
gathering in Baltimore this week, and what
a sensatioii their presence would have
created? It would have impressed the
youth of this generation with a sense of the
reality of that mighty struggle for the pre-

servation of the Union as no other spectacle
could possibly have done.

The weathei: bureau favored the veter-

ans with clear, bracing weather at thoir an-

nual Encampment, and as a copious rain had
cleansed the streets of the monumental city,
the military pageant with which the En-

campment opened on Wednesday did not
involve as much fatigue and discomfort as
usual on such occasions. It will be seen
from the account published in another col-

umn that our comrades of the Grand
Army are still distinguished for their long,

swinging step and soldierly bearing, and
though age has stiffened, their joints and
bent their shoulderi, they can hold their
own yet with the smarts-uniforme- d lads
of our crack militia regiments.

At last we have the sad details of the
finding of the remains of Captain DeLoug
and his unfortunate parly. They were dis-

covered by Engineer Melville, on the 23d of
March last, less than a mile from the wreck
of the boat in which the voyage had been
made from the Jeaunette to the Lena Delta,
and the surroundings indicated that they
hud suffered a horrible death from hunger
and exposure. Their feet were bound with
pieces of rag, and they had evidently been
forced in their extremity to eat their cloth-

ing. Some of them had apparently crawled
into the fire in the agonies of death, and the
hands of all were more or less burned. Al-

together it was a ghastly, sickening sight.
God forbid that the demon of Arctic explor-

ation should ever again demand such an

wful sacrifice I

Tho Baltimore Jubilee.
As wc write, the annual Eucampment of

the Grand Army is in progress at Baltimore,

and the hospitable citizens of the Maryland
metropolis are engaged in the pleasant task
of entertaining their military guests. Else-

where will be found a full repoii of the fes-

tivities incident to the Reunion up to the
hour of going to press, and it will bo seen

at once that the Encampment is a great sne-ces- s.

v All the glowing predictions which
preceded the event have been more than re-

alized, and the Boys in Blue are likely to
carry back with them the fondest recollec-

tions of Camp Agnus and tho great jubilee
of 162.

Weil! Well! It all seems natural enough
now, but who would have supposed twenty
years ago that the time would ever come

when the veterans of the then hostile armies
would be found fraternizing together with as

much of brotherly affection as if tho war
had never been and no flag save the Star
Spangled Banner ever floated above them ?

It is a theme which might well move any
man to eloquence, and inspire the most scep-

tical with faith in the vitality of American
patriotism.

Dickens, in one of his most touching
stories, tells us how a brave British soldier,
upon seeing his beloved commander stricken
down by a French officer in the heat of bat-

tle, took a solemn oath that the lattershould
atone with his life, if ever ho met him face

to face again. In every engagement and on

every field of the long campaign he sought
an opportunity to execute his vow, but in
vain. The war ended, peace was declared,
ami the enemy had escaped his vengeance.

But none the less he held to his purpose, and
the memory of that French officer's face re-

mained as fresh as on the day when he saw
it for the first time. It is Providence, how-

ever, who orders the course of human events.

"Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord." And
so it happened that when at last this British
soldier did meet the French officer face to
face, it was as the latter's guest in the bosom

of his family, and the hospitality of his host
melted the hate that was in his heart and
transformed it into eternal esteem and
friendship. Has not this been the experi-

ence also of the men of both armies in our
own unhappy conflict? Out of the exchange
of such hospitalities as grace this Baltimore
Reunion has grown up a new and belter un-

derstanding than ever subsisted between the
people of the North and South in the days
before the war, and the enmity that was in
our hearts at tho close of the rebellion has
been swallowed up by a renewed lovo of
couutr3r, and a truer appreciation of tho
valor of the American soldier.

"We hail this Reunion, therefore, as a
blessed symbol of the unity which now char-

acterizes the citizens of all sections in their
devotion to the Union, and pray Heaven
that the patriotism, the courage, and the for-

titude of the Grand Army may provo a
source of inspiration to future ages as well
as to our own.

Camp Agnns.
There is a pleasant stretch of greensward

and woodland on the outskirts of Baltimore,
not too remote to be difficult of access, nor
yet in such close proximity to the bustling
town as to be plagued by its dust and noise,

which, under the name of Schuotzen Park,
has long been a favorite resort with the
thrifty Germans of that city. It is thcro

that tho tents of the Grand Army are
pitched, and as a compliment to a gallant
comrade, General Felix Agnus, whose per-

sonal exertions have contributed greatly to

the success of tho occasion, the park has
been christened "Camp Agnus." It is such
a camp as never fell to the lot of our veterans
to tent in twenty years ago, for electric
lights have taken the place of the blazing
fence-ra- il as an illuminator, nobody is
obliged to turn in at "taps," and there is no

fault to be found with tho "commissary."
"We shall not attempt to describe tho charms
of this attractive spot nor depicU.be pleasures
which the Boys in Blue found awaiting them
there. "We may be suro they will long
cherish the memory of both, as the traveler
in some arid waste looks back with wistful
eyes to the oasis he is leaving, and it would
be a hopeless task to try to put into words
tho feelings which such scenes as those
which have been taking placo at Camp

Agnus arouse in the heart of tho soldier.
And, indeed, when one thinks of it, it is not

so much tho place, paradise though it should
be, which makes tho camp as the men who
gather there. "Wherever the members of the
Grand Army arc, bo it town or country, park
or wilderness, land or sea, thcro the spirit
of comradeship burns brightly, the right
hand of fellowship meets an answering
pressure, the toast goes round. "Who shall
define the sentiment which binds our vet-

erans to each other? It is comradeship,
you say. Yes, but a comiadeship which
those who have never felt tho "baptism of
fire" can but faintly comprehend. In the
ordinary pursuits of life greed and avarice,
ambition and jealousy, obtrude themselves

at every step. Self-intere- st makes comrades

for us to-da- y, and self-intere-st

may change them to foes. It is only when
men have suffered in common, faced danger
together, braved death side by side, that the
true spirit of comradeship is kindled in their
hearts. To tho casual spectator a Grand
Army Reunion may seem to greatly resemble,

perhaps, tho gatherings of other orders.

The bands play the same tunes, tho crowds

cheer with the same gusto, tho orators
sound tlo same praises of fraternity, and
the caterer provides pretty much the same
refreshments; but these things arc only tho
husks. You must pcarch deeper if you
would discover the significance of a Grand
Army Reunion. Of all tho pleasures, for
instance, which a thoughtful hospitality pro

vided for tho entertainment of our veterans

at Camp Angus, was there one so keen as

that which the soldier felt when he grasped

the baud of a comrade he had not seen per-

haps for many a year? Not one.
No; it is, as wc have said, the men, and

not ihe surroundings, that make the camp.
So long as a single Post of the Grand Army
survives, the spirit of comradeship Avill shine
out like a beacon in the darkest night, and
there wiil be something still to remind us
that tho age of heroes has not passed. "

A Scrap of History.

It was in Dakotah, Illinois, a town else un-

known to fame, that the Grand Army of the
Republic bad its origin. The first Post was
established there in the Spring of 1SGG, one
year after the close of the war, and there the
Order may be said to havo been born. Com-

rade Beath, of Pennsylvania, says the names

of those to whom its conception is owing, as

well as data concerning the initiatory move-

ments, are unattainable, but ho ascribes to

Dr. B. P. Stephenson tho honor of having
organized the Dakotah Tost, and afterwards
promoted the establishment of similar Posts
in that section of the West. Comrade Ste-

phenson no longer answers when the roll is

called, but he is not likely to be forgotten
so long as

" Glory gunrds with solemn round
The bivouac of the dead."

The conception, whosoever's it was, was ft

timely one, and it must havo instantly caught
the fancy of our Boys in Blue, for by July of
its natal year the Order numbered fifty Posts
in Illinois alone. It was in that month and
at Springfield that the first meeting for gen-

eral organization was held. A gallant sol-

dier presided, General Johu M. Palmer, and
amid much enthusiasm tho principals and
objects of the Order wero formally set
forth. Modifications and changes in matters
pertaining to the conduct of the organization
have repeatedly been made since then, but
the declaration of tho mission of the Grand
Army which wa3 then and there framed has
never, save in one particular, been amended.
It now, as then, voices the noblest aspira-

tions of the soldier and the patriot. It was

as follows :

"1. To preserve and strengthen those kind
and fraternal feelings which have bound to-

gether the soldiers, sailors, and marines who
united to suppress the late rebellion.

" 2. To make these feelings efficient in works
of kindness and material aid to those who
fought with us by laud or by sea for the pre-
servation of the Union, and who now need
our assistance for themselves or their fami-
lies, by making provision where it is not al-

ready made.
"For the protection of such as have been

disabled either by wounds, sickness, old age,
or misfortune.

"For fhe maintenance of the widows of
such as have fallen, and the support, care,
and education of their children.

"3. To establish and secure the rights of
these defenders of their country by all
moral, social, and political means m r,,1r
control.

" To inculcate upon the whole cot
proper appreciation of their services
recognition of their just claims.

"But this association does not de-mak- e

nominations for office, or to use
fluenco as a secret organization for t :

purposes.
"4. To maintain true allegiance to

umteu btates oi America, based, t "
paramount resnect for, and fidelity to .!.!&
tional Constitution and laws, to bom &&
ed by tho discountenancing of whatc 6;
tend to weaken loyalty, incite to ir rv-tio- n,

treason, or rebellion, or in any . . r
impair the efficiency and permanency ma
free institutions, together with a del i ?f
universal liberty, equal rights, and ju iffttejU'
all men." '

Various reasons, the soundness o; i;'v!i

cannot be questioned, afterwards led

striking out of the third section, '' ..

order that the non-politic- al character 5

objects of the Grand Army might be the
more strongly emphasized, it was expressly

declared that "no officer or comrade of

the Grand Army of the Republic shall in
any manner use this organization for parti-

san purposes, and no discussion for partisan
questions shall be permitted at any of its
meetings, nor shall any nominations for

political offices be made." It cannot bo

questioned that the unprecedented prosper-

ity which the Order enjoys to-da- y is largely

due to this wise and patriotic provision.

At this first representative meeting it
could scarcely be called an Encampment
of the Grand Army, a well-belov- ed comrade

alas cut down but so lately in the midst
of a splendid career, far away from his na-

tive land General Stephen A. Hurlbut, was
chosen Commander-in-Chie- f. He was suc-

ceeded in RG8 by General John A. Logan,
and it is to that unswerving friend of the
soldier that tho establishment of the most
beautiful custom of our times and the most
loving mission of the Grand Army is due
tho annual decoration of our comrades'

graves. Looking back to that now distant
period, it is difficult to realize that any ono

should have ventured to dispute the pro-

priety of such a pure and holy ceremony,

yet it is a fact that many earnest protests
were made against it. It was urged, even by
tho most patriotic citizens, that the effect

would, be to revive sectional animosities.
How little they guessed tho depth of the
Nation's affection for its sleeping heroes !

The order which General Logan issued for

the observance of the first Decoration Day

bore date jis of May 5th, 1SG8, and the 30th

of May, which was tho timo specified, has

ever since been set apart for tho ceremony.

In some of the States it was long ago made

a close holiday by legal enactment, and the

timo is evidently not far off when it will bo

as formally observed throughout tho North
as the Fourth of July or Washington's Birth-

day. The oloquent language in which Gen.

Logan's order was couched is worth recall-

ing. Of tho dead he said :

"Wo should guard their graves with
sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated
wealth and taste of the Nation can add to
their adornment and security is but a fitting
tribute to her slain d fenders. Let no wan-
ton foot tread rudely on such hallowed
grounds. Let pleasant paths invite the com-
ing and going of reverent visitors and fond
mourners. Let no vandalism of avarico or
neglect, no ravages of lime, testify to tho
present or to the coming generations, that we
have forgotten, as :t people, the cost of a free
or undivided Republic. If other eyes grow
dull and other hands slack, and other hearts
cold in the solemn trust, ours ahull keep it

well as long as the light and warmth of life
remains to us. Let us, then, at the time ap-

pointed, gather around their sacred remains,
and garland the passionless mounds above
them with the choicest flowers of spring-tim- o

; let us raise above them the near old
flag they saved from dishonor ; let us in this
solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and
assist tho'se whom they have left among us a
sacred charge upon a Nation's gratitude the
soldiers and sailors widow and orphan."

It is not withont a purposo that wo havo
turned this earlier page of Grand Army his-

tory. There are some who think that the
Order has no longer any excuse for existenco
and that its perpetuation tends to keep alive
fhe memory of an unhappy strife that had
much better bo forgotten. By way of an-

swer wc would point them to this simple
narrative of its first beginnings. It reveals
more clearly than any argument could do,
how pure and noble, how unmixed with any
sentiment of hatred for a vanquished foe
and devoid of all sectional feeling, tho
mission of the Grand Army from the first
has been, and it must still further widen and
deepen the esteem and honor in which this
big-heart- ed baud of veterans is held by a
grateful Nation.

Tho Kntional Trilmno and the G. A. It.
"We dovote a large portion of our space

this week to an interesting description of
the opening of the Sixteenth Annual En-

campment of the Grand Army, and the fes-

tivities connected therewith, and we feel sure
that tho readers of The National Tki-bun- e

all soldiers and many thousands
members of the Order themselves will exact
no apologj- - at our hands. The National
Tkibune has become so identified with the
interests of the Order, and its circulation is
so largely among the members of the various
Posts from Maine to California, that it is to
all intents and purposes the national organ
of the Grand Army, and as such expected to
chronicle everything of note pertaining to it.
It is a grateful and gracious work, and the
fraternal letters which we are daily receiving
from comrades in everyStateandTerritor3'of
the Union affords ample evidence that it is
cordially appreciated. It has always been
our desire to see all our ex-soldi- ers and
sailors joined together by the fraternal
ties of the Order, and nothing, it has seemed
to us, was more likely to hasten that union
than the influence of a thoroughly representa-

tive soldiers' newspaper, which should reach
all classes of veterans and interest them in
each other's welfare. Such a newspaper, The
National Tribune, from small beginnings,
has grown to be. With its new and beauti-

ful "lightning press," rivalling tho most
perfect machines of tho great New York
.dailies, it is now able to print an edition of
ono hundred thousand copies weekly, and

. ud them out cut, pasted, and folded
' Tjnghout tho length and breadth of the

1, Ml. A glance at our " Soldiers' Column"
' 1 be sufficient to show the interest which
was aroused among tho Boys in Blue in

I ry section. Many thousands of our sub-- !
- hers, as wo have said, are already meni--1

v i j.of the Grand Army and indeed there
h .'O other weekly journal in tho country

t v?b:ch circulates so largely within the Order
- at there are thousands more who as yet

I e not connected themselves with it. Tho
e has como, it seems to us, when they

j she- ild do so. The Grand Army is now tm- -

,i stionabVy the most splendid body of
irans that tho world has ever seen, and
eputationiswithoutastain. Absolutely
irced from politics, avoiding ostentatious

display, and devoting all its energies
to tho accomplishment of its triple
mission of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty,
our soldiers may well be proud to havo their
names on its rolls, and we trust the day is
not far distant when every gallant defender
of the Union will be included in its member-
ship. As for The National Tkibune, it
will always esteem it a rare and precious
privilege to foster the growth of this noble
Brotherhood, protect its interests, and co-

operate in its patriotic, humane, and charit-
able work.

A Iiesson for Xoimg Soldiers.
The Military Academy at West Point and

tho Naval Academy at Annapolis havo just
held their annual commencements and sent
forth their annual quota of cadets and
middies. It may bo that none of ihese
young gentlemen will ever get a sniff of
war, but, passing by slow and easy stages
from ono rank to another, be retired at last
without having scarcely learned tho smell
of gunpowder. There is not a cloud at
present on tho horizon, and for aught any
ono now knows we may remain at peace
with ourselves and our neighbors for a
century or more. Certainly that would be
a consummation devoutly to be wished, and
with such a future of uninterrupted tranquil-
lity assured to us wo could afford to give
ourselves little concern as to the character
of our young officers in either branch of the
service. But neithor our own past history
nor the experience of other nations justifies
us in making any such flattering forecast of
tho future. We have happily succeeded
hitherto in avoiding foreign complications
and entanglements, and the vastness and
fertility of tho national domain havo pre-

vented tho development up to the present
timo of any passion for conquest or annexa-

tion; but the day is not far distant when
our population will havo reached one hun-

dred millions, and it remains to bo seen

whether wo shall then bo tho same homo-

geneous, self-sufficie- nt people that wo are
to-da- y. The dangers which republics have
most to fear proceed from within rather
than without, and it is not always easy to
detect tho source of peril when as yet it
exists only in tho form of an idea or senti-

ment. Indeed, when ono reflects that the
woman whose 70th birthday the greatest of
American authors united in celebrating last
week, lived to see tho seed which sho sowed

in Uncle Tom's Cabin sprout and swell until
it lent the black, rock of slavery itself

asunder, it is not hard to believe that the
future may have as many surprises in store
for us as the past. Let no ono imagine for
a moment that we tako a lugubrious view
of the country's destiny. The prospect is
fair to see, and the very struggles through
which we havo passed testify to the inherent
strength of the national character. But we
would have these young men who are going

forth to take their places in tho regular
service, and who some day, mayhap, may bo

called to the command of our armies and
fleets, understand what has been the true
secret of our succe&s in the past and what it
is likely to bo in the future. Fresh from tho

study of learned auhorities on tho science

of war, and a little dazed, perhaps, with tho
splendor of their new uniforms, they may
bo disposed to think that they have already
possessed themselves of the secret. If so,

we wish that they could be plunged in the
thick of the crowd at Baltimore this week
and be brought face to face with thoso un-

pretentious but sturdy veterans who are
holding their annual Encampment there.
They would learn nothing new, perhaps,
concerning the theory of war, but they
would bo apt to acquire a knowledge of tho
character of the American volunteer soldier
that might considerably modify their idea
as to the source of our military prowess ;

for indeed our success at arms from tho very
birth of the Republic has been duo far more
to tho intrepidity, tho endurance, and the
intelligence of the common soldier than to
the genius of our generals. YVas it not a
mere handful of country lads who drove tho
British regulars helter-skelt- er back to Cam-

bridge one famous April afternoon in the
year of our Lord 1775? And was it not
pretty much the same sort of material again
that tho British found so uncommonly
plucky at Lundy's Lane? And later still,
was it not those reckless volunteers of ours
that performed such miracles of valor in
that affair with Santa Anna? Of course

our new-fledge- d lieutenants have read
enough history to bo aware of these facts,

but it would do them good to find out for
themselves in the way we have suggested
that the American soldier is of pretty much
the same high mettle still. They could not
fail to discover that in the ranks of our volun-

teer armies in the late war were men of
culturo, talent, wealth, and social position.
They could not fail to see that not simply
the workshop, the factory and the farm had
its representatives in the Grand Army, but
the counting-roo- tho college, and the homo

of luxury, and it may be that they would go
away with the consciousness that after all it
is not West Point which is the salvation of
the Republic, but that deep-roote- d love of
country which dwells in the hearts of tho
volunteer soldier.

A Suggestive Comparison.
The passage of the Pension Appropriation

bill by ihe nouse of Representatives on
Monday last affords an occasion for general
congratulation. Tho sum appropriated is
one hundred millions, the full amount asked
for, "and it is pleasant to know that the bill
received the approval of the House without
the formality of a roll-cal- l. For this happy
result our soldiers are indebted in part to
Commissioner Dudley's admirable presenta-

tion of the needs of his Bureau, tho present
efficient conduct of which has inspired both
Congress and the country with confidence

in the recommendations of its chief; in part
to their faithful comrades on tho Pension
Committee of tho Grand Army who visited
Washington and went before tho Pension
Committees of both Houses of Congress in
their behalf, and, finally, to the pressure of
public sentiment and the influence of repre-

sentative newspapers like The National
Tribune, which has always mado the
advancement of the soldier's interests its
special care. With the long-desire- d increase
in the clerical force of tho Pension Bureau,
now practically assured, also the work of
securing justice to our pensioners may be
said to be in a fair way of being speedily
accomplished, and it is peculiarly fitting
that the date should agree so nearly with
that of tho meeting of the National En
campment. There is nothing, wo may be
sure, which conld give our veterans keener
pleasure than the knowledge that at last
the claims of their invalid comrades are
about to receive full and cordial recogni-

tion.
In this connection it may not be out of

place to present the official 'statement of the
cost of pensions to the Government up to
the present time, as compared with the
amounts paid on account of tho public debt.
It has often been charged by the enemies
of the soldier that tho cost of pensions was
equal to that of the national debt, and at-

tempts have been made to convince the
country that tho payment of tho Govern-

ment's obligations to its late defenders would
bankrupt tho Treasury. Tho folly and false-

hood of these statements is fully revealed by
tho following figures :

Years. Paid for Pensions. Taid hit, on debt.
1HGL . . . $1,030,001 0 $1,000,17: 70
1W2 . . . Sr,:?,()!)5 10 3.V9LVJ-2- 1 45

la: . . . 1,07S,!)!)1 59 24,729,Slb" (51

lSGi . . . l,SK5,02l U 53.RS.1.-12- (55)

1SG.1 . . . 16,.'ttvS,Ml VS 77.397,71:2 00
1S0O . . . ir,(50.vi2 .'k" 1,007,7-- 60
ltaC7 . . . 20,93(5,.wl 71 1 43,781 ,.")91 91
1H03 . . . 23,7S2,3S(5 7.S 140,lM,013 71
1SIJ9 . . .23,170,02178 130,(591,212 sO
1670 . . . 28,310,202 17 12P.235,I93 00
1S7L . . . 31,113,891 83 12r,57y"5 93
1872 . . . 28,533,402 7G 117,357,39 72
1S73 . . . 29,339,420 SO 101,750,033 41
1371 . . . 29,033, lit 00 107,119,815 21
1675 . . . 29.150,210 22 103,093,514 57
1370 . . . 28,257,395 GO 100,213,271 23
1877 . . . 27,903,752 27 97,121,511 53
1.V73 . . . 27,137,01!) 03 102,300,871 (53

lo79 . . . 35,121,182 39 105,327,9-1- 9 00
1880 . . . 50,777,171 41 95,757,575 11
1SS1 . . . 50,059,279 02 &2,50S,71L 13

Total . $317,579,400 23 $1,991,567,975 21

But to tho total of interest payments must
bo added the amount of the reduction of the
public debt during this period, together
with tho premiums paid on bonds purchased
by the Government, which, in round num."

I

- " i V

bers, amounts to one thousand millions of
dollars, so that the account really stands as
follows:

Paid to bondholders . 3,000,000,000
Paid to pensioners . . . 500,000,000

It will be seen, therefore, that the Govern-

ment ha3 paid nearly six times as much to
those who sustained its credit during the
rebellion as to those who risked their lives
in its defense!

The Broom Drill.
We observe, with a certain sense of satis-

faction, that a genuine martial spirit has at
last taken possession of the female mind.
Satiated with thedull pursuits of the kitchen,
the sewing-roo- and the nursery, the women
of America have essayed a loftier task. Fired
by the example of their warlike brothers,
they have undertaken the Broom Drill!

Ye are not, as yet, proficient in the man-
ual of brooms as practiced by the ladies
of the land, but we can, perhaps, convey to
o'nr readers some idea of it3 general charac-
ter. In the first place then, be it understood,
a company of rosy-cheek- ed damsels is re-

cruited from the ranks of some Sunday school
that happens to need a new library or organ,
or something of the sort, and a rendezvous
having been determined upon, brooms are
issued to the members, and fhe drill-maste- r,

armed with a feather duster, proceeds to in-

struct them in the manual. In order to
facilitate tire execution of difficult evolutions,
the young ladies wear their skirts rather
short, and when they have donned their
jaunty red caps they present almost as fierce
an appearance as the celebrated Louisiana
Tigers. We have never had the pleasure oi
witnessing one of these broom drills, but we
understand they are very thrilling. The
exhibition is usually given on an improvised
stage in the Sunday-scho- ol room, and in the
very teeth of the enemy that is to say, the
young men who occupy the front benches.
Present brooms! Imagine the splendor of
the spectacle the white handles glistening
in the gas light, and the serried splints quiv-
ering above them ! Shoulder brooms ! Is it
not a beautiful manoeuvre? See how tightly
each heroic soul clutches the butt of the
weapon, and what a dangerous sparkle there
is in each eye ! Eight shoulder shift brooms !

A clean sweep and no mistake not a single
cap left on the lovely heads in the rear rank!
All this, however, is but preliminary. Wait
until the order comes to load and fire. A
piercing shriek runs through the audience
as each piece is leveled at the enemy. It is
not the first time, as husbands know to their
cost, that a broomstick has done terrible
execution I

The broom drill must certainly he an in-

spiring spectacle, and, as a device for the
raising of Sunday-scho- ol funds, it is doubtless
destined to become immensely popular. It
has occurred to us, however, that the instruc-
tion of the gentler sex in the art of war may
have a disastrous effect on our domestic re-

lations. Suppose these expert broomswomen
should undertake to enforce martial law in
their own households, what would become
of the husbands who are in the habit of
foraging without leave, of not turning in at
taps, of sleeping at their posts beside the
cradle ? Consider what terrible conse-quonc- es

would ensue did our sweethearts and.
wives require their lovers and husbands to
give the countersign every time they entered,

the domestic camp, and lock them np in the
guard-hous-e whenever they became a little
jolly ! What husband, however devoted,
would submit to being ordered up at the
point of tho broom handle to make the
kitchen fire in the morning, nurse the baby,
or do the family washing? A civil war
would be precipitated, at once, infinitely
more distressing than that between tho
North and South, and the surgeons would,

find the extraction of broom splints from the
heads of families anything but a cheerful
occupation. Of course we anticipate no such
catastrophy. We rely npon the good sense

of tho ladies to confine their martial exploits
to the Sunday-scho- ol stage, where ice cream
and cakes are sure to reward their valor, and
a plentiful supply of ice water assuage their
thirst for distinction.

Tlio Next National Encampmont.

It was oppressively hot on Monday. The
asphalt paving of the magnificent distances
boiled and crackled beneath the rays of Old

Sol. Bob. Ingersoll took it all back and con-

cluded that only a few more degrees of alti-

tude to tho mercury would answer for

Hades. Guiteau wiped the gathering moist-tir-o

from his brow, and didn't believe he

could stand it. David Davis glanced at the
clock furtively, aud longed for the ice box

at home. The trees in Lafayette Square

were still as paisted trees in a painted for-

est. The sanctum door at TnE National
Tribune office and all the windows stood
wide open, but not the ghost of a zephyr
fanned the brow of tho weary editor.

Suddenly the atmosphere took on abreezy
flavor, and the scribe became conscious of a
presence.

W. H. Holmes, San Francisco, Cal., was
the name on the card that tho breezy west-

ern man laid on the table. Comrade Holmes,
of George H. Thomas Post, a delegate to the
Encampment, is desperately in earnest upon
the subject of the Grand Army holding its
next Encampment in San Francisco. And
why not? as he say3. A trip to the Pacific

slope is one of the objects for which money
is earned and saved. It would be the con-

summation of a dream fondly cherished by
many a veteran who would like to see Cali-

fornia once before ho dies. An interview
with Comrade Holmes is printed under tho
head of Grand Army news, and we invite

the attention of delegates to the reasons of-

fered for accepting the invitation. The

probability of the selection of a Commander-in-Chi- ef

from tho East would seem to point
to the West as the proper place of meeting

for the National Encampment next year.
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