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In extending the period during which we

will receive subscriptions to Tin: National
Tribune at dollar per year, we are

specially actuated by a desire to see the

name of every member of the Grand Army

on our rolls, and we trust that our com-

rades will not be. slow to take advantage of

the opportunity. Every Post should semi

us a club of subscribers.

"We had hoped to be able to print, in tie
present number of TnE National Tribunu,
a capital likeness of the new Commauder-in-Chie-f

of the Grand Army, but the lack of

time to have the necessary engraving done

compels us to defer the matter mtil next

week, when the work will be finished. It is

due to Comrade Tandervoort to say that
he was very reluctant to let his portrait ap-

pear in any form, and that we only succeeded

in nvrfnmitiP- - bis obiections bv urciut: the

pleasure which it would give his comrades

of tho Grand Army to see it lie could re-

fuse the latter nothing.

The present number of TnE National
Tribune, containing a complete account of

the Baltimore Encampment of the Grand

Army, will be sent to every one of the two

thousand odd Posts in the Union, in order

that our comrades may be thoroughly in-

formed concerning the features of that
memorable occasion, and we trust will

think highly enough of it to send us their
subscriptions. The price of The National
Tribune to those who send in their names

now is but one dollar per year.

According to present arrangements, Con-

gress will adjourn on the 10th inst, although

the session may possibly be prolonged a few

longer. Upon the whole, a good deal

of important public business has been trans-

acted, and the prediction that the session

would be characterized, by extravagant ap-

propriations has not been fulfilled. As for as

the interests of the soldier, they have been

better cared for than at time seemed

probable.

Tins week's edition The National
Tkibune of fifty thousand copies,

and we trust that every ex-sold- icr or

into whose hands this number may fall will

send us his subscription for one year. We

app'eal to our comrades the Grand Army

to lend us their active assistance in increas-

ing our circulation by making a personal

of the members of their Posts, and

bringing the paper to the attention of such

of their friends and acquaintances as may

not familiar with its merits. In this way

they can make a practical reiurn for the

pains and expense which wc have been at to

furnish every member the Grand Army

with a full and interesting account of the.

proceedings of the lato National Encamp-

ment

General George S. Merrill, the retiring
Commander-iu-Chie- f of the Grand Army,

leaves behind him a record of work actually

accomplished of which he may well be proud.

The year of his incumbency has been tho

most prosperous in the history of the Order,

both as regards the growth of membership

and the increase interest in the affairs of

the organization, and it may justly be said

of him, " Well done, thou good and iaithful

servant" Up to the first of April the num-

ber of new recruits had reached thirty-thre- e

thousand, and the total strength of the sev-

eral Departments was about eighty-fiv- e thou-

sand men, and at the present time fully one

hundred thousand comrades are enrolled in

the Grand Army. Modest and unassuming,

and shrinking from anything like personal

exaltation, General Merrill has furnished an

example of single-minde- d devotion to the

interests of the Order which is not likely to

soon forgotten, and .which, we can but

hope, will be faithfully followed by all who

come after him.

If you know of any ex-Uni- on soldier or

sailor who is not a reader of The National
Tkibune, lend him your copy and ask him

to subscribe only dollar per year.
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A Significant Jindorscmont.
No ono,-- we venture to say, could pernso

the "Soldier' Column" The National
Tribune without lemg profoundly im-pres-

with the warmth of tho tribute
ythkHi its readers nud subscribers voluntarily

offer to its worth and work. Theirs is no

foteome praise, but tbe grateful acknowled-
gment Of overflowing hearts, awd we should

be ka r kmr than hwuiiui did wo not feel

pttmd of lb confidence reposed in us.
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Ifeirtliere is auothor kind of endorsement,
also', upon which wc place a high value, and

that many thousands of our rs and
sailors' Avill esteem beyond any other. It is

that of the Commander-in-Chi- ef of the

Grand Army that noble organization which

now numbers nearly one hundred thousand

of the bravest and best of the country's

defenders. Last spring, General George S.

Merrill, then Commander-in-Chie- f of the
Grand Army, in forwarding his subscription

to The National Tribune, addressed us

as follows:

"The bold advocacy of The National
Tribune of the rights of the soldier elicits
my hearty approval. Keep on as you have
begun, and do not consider your work
accomplished until every soldier who is
entitled to a pension receives it. and every
soldier's widow and every soldier's child are
provided for by the Government

(Signed) Geo. S. Merrill.
On Thursday of last week General Mer-

rill's term of office expired, and the National

Encampment at Baltimore elected as his

successor another gallant soldier and devoted

comrade. Paul Tandervoort, of Nebraska.

The new Commander-in-Chie- f, we are proud

to announce, shares General Merrill's opinion I

of The National Tkibune, and he has

appended to the former's letter, as priuted

above, the following significant endorse-

ment:
Washington, D. C, June 24, 1832.

I cordially approve of the endorsement
given by Past Cnmmandr-in-Chie- f Merrill
to The National Tkibune. I consider it
the bit paper devoted to the interests of
the soldier published in the country. I
earnestly commend it io all comrades of the
Order. Pail TanDkrvookt.

Couticaader-in-Chie- f, G. A. R.

It is unnecessary, perhaps, for us to sup-

plement each a frank, straightforward en-

dorsement of Thk National Tribune
from such a distinguished source by any

remarks of our own, but we cannot help
f -- I.-. .. .!.

expressing tne nope uiaii our wmiauw "'
the Grand Army in every Department and

every Post in the Union will display the

same spirit There is a great work before

us, and with the of the members

of the Grand Army, The National
Tribune will be able to render even

greater service to the Order in the future

than in the past, propagating the spirit of

fraternity, charity, and loyalty throughout

the whole body of our veterans, gathering in

new recruits from every section, and guard-

ing faithfully the interests of the soldier

in the halls of legislation. . The rolls of The
National Tribune should contain the

name of every comrade in the Order.

To Our Grand Army Comrades.
When the delegates to the Annual En-

campment of the Grand Army assembled at
the Academy of Music, Baltimore, on Thurs-

day morning of last week, they found, to

their surprise, The National Tribune
awaiting them with a graphic two-pag- e

report of tho preceding day's pageant and

the evening's festivities, prepared for it by

its own reporters and transmitted to Wash-

ington in time to be pnt in type and printed

in its Tn'mlar weekly issue. The hour was" o-- - ft

late, but with the aid of our lightning press-prin- ting,

pasting, and folding at one opera-

tion we were able to catch the morning

mails and express several thousand copies

to Baltimore for the visiting veterans to

peruse after breakfast and send to their

friends and comrades at home. It is a pleas-

ant thing to know that the members of the

Grafid Army appreciated this, stroke of en

terprise, and wo value highly' the compli-

ments which they saw fit 16 bestow .upon it
At the same time wc feel that something

more substantial than mere compliments is

owing to The National Tribune in con-

sideration of the great work which it is

doing for the soldier. Alone and single-hande- d

it has contended against the slan-

ders with which such papers as the New

York San has sought to besmirch the char-

acter of the Nation's pensioners, and it has

had the satisfaction of seeing the enemy

retire from the field in confusion on more

than one occasion when it had almost

accomplished its purpose. When the pres-

ent session of Congress opeued, a vigorous

attempt was made to secure the repeal of

the Arrears' bill, but The National Trib-

une brought its batteries to bear upon

Senator Beck and his allies, and they were

glad at last to let the matter drop. Later

on an effort was made to prevent the passage

of thebill to increase the clerical force of the

Pension Bureau tho most important meas-

ure of the session but The National
Tribune presented such an array of facts

and fi"uics concerning the ncceesif y of action

that in the end not a single member voted

against it. There were those among the

professed friends of the soldier at the time

who were inclined to censure The Na-

tional Tribrne for its bold advocacy of

what they pronounced an unpopular meas-

ure but they have altered their opinion.

They realize now that in a good cause noth-

ing is to be gained by delay, and that the

only way for soldiers to secure their rights

is to demand them. When others have

despaired of obtaining justice at the hands"

of Congress, The National Tribune has

never lost courage, and its voice has always

been raised in behalf of those who were too

' timid or too weak to snedi for themselves.

Penetrating to every section of the union

and to nearly every post-offic- e, it has been

in a position constantly to know the real

wants of the soldier, and it has never wasted

its fire on objects impossible of accomplish-

ment. But great as has been the success

which has attended its campaign in the in-

terests of our ex-soldi- and sailors, it falls

short of that which it hope3 to achieve in.

the future, provided only that our comrades

of the Grand Army will lend ns their aid.

Thk National Tribune ought to reach

every Po3t of the Order, and there certainly

must be some comrade in every Post with
sufficient regard for its interests to organize

a club of subscribers. Containing, as it does

in every isue, a fall page of fresh news con-

cerning the affairs of the Grand Army, it is

by far the most interesting soldiers' journal
published, and is really indispensable to

every one who desires to keep well informed

touching the status of the several Depart-ment- s.

We appeal, therefore, to our com-

rades of the Grand Army, as the surest and

easiest method of advancing the interests of

the Order of reaching our rs who

are still unconnected with any Post, as well

as stimulating each other in tho work of

enrolling recruits to rally to the support of

The National Tribune, in which they

have a representative in every way worthy

of their famo.

The Encampment.
The Sixteenth Annual Encampment of

fhe Grand Army of the Republic will long

be remembered as one of the most remark-

able gatherings in the history of tho Order.

Meeting for the first time since the war in

a Southern city, the delegates experienced a

welcome tho warmth of which equalled

even that which they were wont to receive

in tho far North, and the festivities which

they found awaiting them were of such a

tempting character that they with difficulty

found time to transact the necessary busi-

ness of the session. What with the attrac-

tions of Camp Agnus, the generous hosp-

itality constantly offering by the local Posts,

the daily excursions down the Chesapeake,

the nightly display of fireworks, and the

private entertainments given in their honor,

our veterans well-nig- h had a surfeit of pleas-

ure, and if they were not like Pat "kilt
entirely," they were at least left "speech-

less."

Elsewhere in these columns will be found

a continuous narrative of all that took place

during this delightful Reunion, together

with a full report of the proceedings of the

Encampment itself, and an accurate sketch

of the career of the new Commander-in-Chie- f,

and, as this is the only complete record that
is likely to be furnished in any form of the

events and incidents connected witn
memorable occasion, our readers.. an,d 'i

scribers will do well to carefully preser '.

It is needless to say that nothing of all
affords such cause for satisfaction to '

National Tkibune as the evidences o. u

rapid and substantial growth of the Order

which were presented in the report of the

retiring Commander-in-Chie- f, General George

S. Merrill, and the progressive spirit .which

animatesvthe members as shown in the elec-

tion of such an earnest, hard-workin- g com-rad- o

as Paul Vandervoort, of Nebraska, as

General Merrill's snecessor. It is clear that

new forces arc at work in the Grand Army,

and whatever of lingering prejudice against

the Order remains in the public mind by

reason of past mistakes or blunders will

soon be completely dissipated. Hereafter

tho posts of honor in the organisation will

not be portioned out as a recognition only of

distinguished services in the late war, but as

a reward of zealous and effective work in

building up the membership of the Grand

Army itself, and it is quite likely that the

privates will win equal distinction with the

generals in this test of activity and devotion.

Tho splendid accession of strength which the

Grand Army enjoyed during the past year-estim- ated

at more than 33,000 new mem-

bersshows what can be done by organized

effort, and the prevalent sentiment at the
Encampment unmistakably favored the
sending to the front of the comrades through

whose exertions this great result had been

brought about The total membership of

the Grand Army is now, doubtless, not far

short of one hundred thousand men, but

the material is at hand for a membership

of mauy times that number, and active,

judicious canvassing is all that is needed to

bring within the circle of its influence the
'thousands of and sailors who,

with or without reason, have, up to tho

present time, held aloof from the organiza-

tion. Wc are of the opinion that the feeling

displayed at the Baltimore Encampment

the absence of anything like political animus

in the proceedings of the Order, and the non-

partisan reception accorded it by the citizens

of Baltimore will greatly increase tho

esteem in which the Grand Army is held by

the country, and create a new desire on the

part of such of our late defenders as aro not
yet affiliated with it to participate in its

work. Certainly, in the labor of recruiting

its ranks, tho officers of the Order will have

tho hearty of The National
Tribune, whose columns, indeed, have al-

ways been at its service.

Tho selection by the Encampment of Den-

ver as tho place for the next Reunion is one

in which we heartily concur. At the out-

break of the war there was no 'such city in

existence, but our returned soldiers, ex

changing tho rifle for the ploughshare, have

made the wilderness to blossom as the rose,

and Denver is one of their victories of peace.

Go where you will in the far west, you will

find, alike in tho populous cities of the

plains and tho mining camps in tho can-

yons of tho Rockies, the veterans of the

Grand Army, now, as in 18G1-G- 5, always at

tho front Fraternity, charity, and loyalty

aro as familiar words in ho Department of

the Mountains as tho Department of the

Potomacj and as civilization pushes its out- -

posts further and further into the "heart of

the continent, the Grand Army follows after.

If we cannot traverse the whole distance to

the Pacific, wo shall at Denver at least meet

our comrades of the gold coast half-wa-y, and

thus span the continent with the tics of

hrothcrhood.
It is, indeed, a bright future which opens

out for the Grand Army, and under the lead

of a Commander-in-Chie- f like Paul Vander-voo- rt

a man of sterling character, resolute

purpose, an infinite capacity for hard work,

and a deep, earnest love for the Order we

may confidently expect to see it expand and

thrive and multiply during the coming year

as never before during the whole sixteen

years of its eventful history. Heaven grant

that our expectation may be realized !

The New Commnmlor-in-Chjc- f.

Elsewhere in our columns this week will

be found an entertaining sketch of the new
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Grand Army,

raul Tandervoort, of Nebraska. He is just
the type of man that the Order delights to

honor, and we may be sure that ho will

prove worthy of the high honor that has

been bestowed upon him. It is significant

that the eminence to which he has risen in

the Order is due almost entirely to the hard

work which he has done in building up

the organization in the West His war

record is that of a brave soldier, but he has

not the fame of a general to fall back upon,

and it is therefore no empty compliment

that has been paid him. We are glad that
such is tho case. What is wanted at the

head of the Grand Army is not so much a

man of brilliant military reputation as a

tireless worker of proved executive ability,

and with a genius for organization. To be

feted and banqueted should form no p;.-th-
e

aspirations of the Commauder-in-C- h

of such an organization as the Grand Army,

but it should be his aim to stimulate a

generous rivalry between the various De-

partments, seek out tho weak or neglected
commands and put new life into them, and

provide for the cultivation of new territory,

llo should visit every Department and

that, too, rather in a business than a social

way during the year, mako himself per-

sonally acquainted with the work of each,

and exert an actual, personal influence in
the general conduct of the affairs of the

Order. It may be said that to give such

minute attention to tho duties of his office

will make heavy encroachments upon the

time of tho Commander-in-Chie- f, and that
is indeed quite probable ; but no one ought

to be chosen to that office who is not pre-

pared to make the sacrifice. This is the

harvest time with tho Grand Arm v. The
'fields are white already and laborers only

;ded. Two or three yeara hence the

.Sr interest which is felt in the Order
i

.gain decline and a period of sttgna- -

aay set in. The present holds the
opportunity and we are satisfied that

de Tandervoort is the man to seize it
He is young, full of ardor, yet discreet,
capable of getting through with an im-

mense amount of work, perfectly informed

as to the working of the Order, personally

popular, and above all a man of great

strength of character. Whatever his hand

findeth to do, he will do with all his might
In a word, the Grand Army has selected for

its Commander-in-Chie- f a "worker" and is

not likely to find itself mistaken in the

man.

The Pension Debt.
Said Representative Joyce, in the course

of his recent admirable speech on tho in-

crease of the clerical force in the Pension

Bureau and kindred offices : " That the mag-

nitude and proportions of this pension debt

have far exceeded our expectations no one

will deny; but that does not in my judg-

ment relievo us from our obligation or jus-

tify us in repudiating it As far as I am

concerned, I am not to be frightened or in-

timidated by the croaking wc hear that it
will bring us to bankruptcy and our chil-

dren to beggary if we pay our poor wound-

ed and crippled soldiers what we honestly

owe them." Tho sentiment does honor to

Colonel Joyce, but leaving sentiment alto-

gether out of tho question the payment by

tho Government of its obligations to those

who were disabled in its service is demanded

by considerations of the highest public poli-

cy. If it be truo that the co'st of pensions

promises to exceed tho original estimates, it
is also true that the length of the rebellion
exceeded tho expectations of the original

volunteers, and had the latter been as much
disposed to shrink from the duty which pre-

sented itself at tho expiration of their terms

of enlistment as some of our Congressmen

have been to repudiate their own action in
support of the present pension laws, it is

quito possible that the war would have had

a different ending altogether. It does not
matter very much now, to be sure, what this,

class of statesman may think or say concern-

ing tho propriety of past or pending pension
legislation, since they are powerless to effect

any change in public sentiment, but it seems

to us that the time has como when once and
for all an end should bo put to their false

and mischievous charges. Let us see what
their statements amount to. They may be

summed up as follows :'

1st The Arrears of Pension Act will in-

volve the payment of a larger sum of money

to our ex-soldi- than was supposed at tho

time of its passage, and it should, therefore,

be repealed.
2d. The increase of the clerical force in the

Pension Bureau and related offices w;ill

facilitate tho settlement of pension claims

to such an extent that the Government will

bo compelled to pay out as much money in

three years as otherwise it would have had

to pay in half a dozen or more, and tho

increase should, therefore, not bo authorized.

3d. The whole pension system is an engine

of fraud, anyway a mere device for robbing

the Government amV tho soldiers them-

selves are opposed to it. It is "notorious"

that a largo proportion of the persons now

on tho rolls have no legal claim to Govern-

ment support, and Congress ought to make

a thorough investigation before appropriat-

ing another penny for pensions.

Now, as to the first charge, we are quite

willing to admit that tho expenditures

under the Arrears of Pensions Act will ex-

ceed the estimates, as first published, by

some millions, but we fail to see in what

way that can be said to affect the equity of

the measure itself. If the latter was wrong

in principle it should not have been passed,

even had the amount involved been no more

than one dollar, and, on the other hand, if
it was a just and righteous measure, the

insignificance or magnitude of the sum to bs

paid out under it was a matter of minor

importance. As a matter of fact, the great

and reason for the passage of

the Arrears of Pensions Bill was the obliga-

tion which rested upon tho Government to

render equal and exact justice to all its

soldier creditors. Having itself recognized,

in the case of those who applied within a

certain time, the equity of their claim to

compensation from the date of their dis-

charge from its service by reason of disability

incurred therein, it could not, with justice,

deny to the many what it had granted to

the few. It could not honorably refuse to

render the same compensation to the soldier

who lost a leg at Fredericksburg, but did

not apply for a pension within a certain

period, as to the soldier who sustained a

similar injury at the same time and did

apply for a pension within that arbitrary
period. That was the one great principle

which underlay the Arrears of Pensions Act,

and if it is at variance with equity, justice
and right, then, indeed; tho measure itself
was iniquitous, and should, even at this late

day, be repealed; but if, on the other hand,

as every lover of truth must admit, it is in

harmony with them, then surely the Arrears

of Pensions Act is but the acknowledgment

by the Government of a sacred obligation,

which, whatever its equivalent in money, it
is bound to fulfill.

As to the second charge, that the contem-

plated increase in the clerical force of the

Pension Bureau and associated offices will

involve as large payments within the next
three years as otherwise would have been

necessary in a period of twice that length,

and therefore ought not to be authorized,

we deny the conclusion, while we most

cheerfully accept the premises. Nay, we

regard it as a cause for general rejoicing

that instead of being deprived for many

years longer of the pensions to which they

are entitled, the two hundred and seventy-od-d

thousand claimants whose claims have

been so long pigeon-hole- d in the Pensiou

Bureau are about to obtain their due, and it

seents to us that the Government cannot be

too solicitous to atone for its past neglect
As for the immediate increase in the annual
cost of pensions being a cause of alarm, it y

necessary to say that the Government
is now in a better condition to meet it than
it has ever been before or may be in tm

future, and that the total cost will be tht
same whether" the payment is made-i- the
shortest possible period or distributed
through another decade. At present the
surplus revenues of tho Treasury amount to
8150,000,000 yearly, and they certainly can

be put to no better use than tho liquidation

of the Nation's past-du- e debt to its pen-

sioners.
To the third charge, that the whole pen-

sion system is an engine of fraud, etc., it ib

sufficient to reply that in spite of the per-

sistent demands for "proof," which haw
been made in Congress and out of it, not an

iota of evidence has ever been brought

forward to sustain this accusation. On the
contrary, the facts all go to show that e

of fraudulent claims filed in

the Pension Office is surprisingly small and

the chances of such claims escaping detec- -

tion almost nil." The truth is, that the
requirements of the Pension Bureau for the
establishment of a claim are of such a

stringent nature that there is always greater

danger of deserving applicants failing
through some technicality, in their efforts to

secure a pension, than of imposters succeed-

ing.

The Fourth of July.
Whether Jefferson or Dickinson wrote the

text of the Declaration of Independence, it is

certainly a fine work of sentiment and logic,

and it is to be regretted that the good old

custom of reading it at public gatherings on

tho Fourth of July has gone out of style.

Next to the Bible, it is the grandest piece of

inspired writing in our literature and ought
to be studied in overy school in tho land, foi

the lad who thoroughly comprehends the
principles therein set forth is pretty sure to

grow up with sound ideas about the rights

of Nations and individuals. Time was, as

we have intimated, when no celebration ot

tho Fourth of July was thought complete-withou-t

the public reading of this famous

document and the delivery of an oration on

some patriotic theme. We cannot say that
wo greatly regret tho decay of the Fourth of

'July orator and indeed this irreverent age

would probably "chaff" Mr. Bombastes Fu-Jios- o

most unmercifully if he attempted the
spread-eagleis- which used to form his

stock in trade but it seems a pity that the
holiday should bo stript entirely of official

ceremony and given up to the small boy, the
Chinese cracker, and the fire fiend. When
one picks up the morning paper on tho 5th
of July, it is only to read a long list of casu-

alties and conflagrations, and ' a stranger
might well bo pardoned for supposing that
patriotism was measured in this country by

the amount of gunpowder burned and the
damage done by it. Indeed, it is the hos-

pital rather than any temple of liberty that
is thronged with worshipers on the anniver-

sary of the Republic's birth, and the surgeon

is about the only man who doesn't find time
hanging heavily on hi3 hands,
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Con wo not improve on this state of
things? It is not enough for city councils
to pass ordinances prohibiting the use of
fireworks, tho firing of pistols and cannons,

and tho sale of firecrackers. If these irra-

tional methods of celebrating the day are
abolished, some sensible plan ought to ba
provided in their stead. Why should we
not imitate the fetes with which the pleasure--

loving Parisians celebrate their great
anniversaries with free dramatic and mu-
sical entertainments, banquets, and dances
in the leading rural resorts, and really
artistic displays of fireworks given at the
expense of the municipality in some place
where neither life nor property will be
endangered? It seems to us that in some

'way the holiday could be turned to better
account than at present, and we are disposed
o think that the Grand Army would be tho

best of all agencies through which to impart
a more distinctively public character to the
celebration of the anniversary. We do not

mean to suggest a parade for the weather

at this season of the year is not apt to iavor

indulgence in arduous physical exercise,

but it seems to us that a camp and Camp-fir-e

in some convenient rustic park would be

just the thing for the occasion. The Grand

Army, it is true, already have one holiday

under their charge, but the observance of
Memorial Day is necessarily always tinged
with sadnes3 and does not afford an oppor-

tunity for indulgence in those joyous festiv-

ities which our Boys in Blue know so well
how to organize when occasion offers. If
any body of men can revive for us the
Fourth of July of the Fathers it is the mem-

bers of the Grand Army.

Pauperism In England.
Mr. Robert P. Porter, the eminent statis-

tician, whose work in connection with the
last census has received the highest praise,
and whose appointment as one of the mem-

bers of the Tariff Commission is a conspicu-
ous proof of President Arthur's good judg-

ment, has lately been making a tour of the
leading British poorhonses, and in a letter
to the Chicago Intcr-Occa- n he gives some

very interesting facts concerning the extent
and growth of pauperism in the paradise of
free trade. It may seem incredible, but it is
nevertheless the case, as the official figures
show, that the total annual cost of pauper-

ism and out-do- or relief in Great Britain and
Ireland is very nearly 850,000,000.

It is not possible to give the exact number
of paupers, but the maximum "recorded in
the Government blue book is about one
million, in a population of but twenty-fiv- e

millions, or about four per cent. To care
for this immense army of paupers there are,
in a territory about one million acres larger
than the State of Illinois, in the neighbor-

hood of seven hundred almshouses, varying
n capacity from fifty persons each as in

the rural districts to four thousand, which
is the number that can be accommodated in
the great London poorhouse of St. Pancras,
while a corps of seven thousand officials is re-

quired to conduct them. The salaries of these
officials, as might be expected, aggregate
nearly one half of the total cost of the pauper

establishment. It is only the invalid paupers,

is a rule, however, who are lodged in these

houses; the able-bodie- d are the recipients

f what is called outdoor relief that is to
say, they are served with food, in return for
which they are required to do a certain
amount of work. Attached to the Birming-

ham almshouse, for instance, is a building
called the "Test Honse," where the casual

ipplicant for relief the. equivalent of the
American tramp is provided with a supper,

bed, and breakfast, but forced in considera-

tion thereof to pick a certain number of
pounds of oakum before taking his depart-

ure. In fact the whole tendency of the
present system of poorhouse management in
England is to discourage able-bodi-ed pau-

perism by requiring applicants for relief to

pay for it in work of one kind or another.

Time was when a system directly the reverse

of this was pursued. The inmates of alms-

houses were served with meat four times a

week, as well as beer and ale, and as a mat-

ter of fact were better off than one-ha- lf of

the rate-payer- s. The effect of this naturally
was to encourage pauperism to a startling
extent, so that in self-defen-se the govern-

ment was forced to limit the diet of its pau

pers and establish workshops in connection

with tho almshouses. Says Mr. Porter
writing from Birmingham :

" It may also be of interest to some of our
readers to know that the fare for paupers is
regulated by law, and that to guard against
any injustice on the part of the work-hous- e

management every inmate is enpowered to
call upon the master to weigh the food por-vid-ed

for him in his own presence and that
of witnesses."

We have gone into this subject at some

length chiefly with a view to showing what

is the actual prevalence of pauperism in a
country which the Free Traders would have

us believe is a very paradise of labor. If all

they say of the iniquity of a protective tariff

were true, we should expect to see pauper-

ism rapidly increasing in the United States

and steadily diminishing in England, but

as a matter of fact tho statistics of every

census reveal our own industries in a more

prosperous condition and those of our rival
In the face ofstate.in a more languishing

this fact the advocates of "a tariff for reve-

nue only" only waste their eloquence when

they attempt to convince the American work-ingm- an

that protection is a curse rather than

a Messing. They might just as well try to

persuade him that he would improve hia

fortunes by emigrating to England.

Commissioner Dudley was present at all

tho sessions of the Baltimore Encampment,

and many were the handsome things that
were said of his business-lik- e conduct of the
Pension Bureau, and his persistent efforts

uow happily rewarded with success to se-

cure the lone-neede- d increase in the clerical
' force in his own and kindred offices.
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