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In forwarding his subscription for The
National Tribune from Lawrence, 3fass.,

Gen. Geo. S. JUcrrill, Past Commander-in-Chie- f

of the Grand Army of the Republic, says:

"'flic bold advocacij of The National
TRIBUNE of the rights of the soldier elicits my

hearty approval. Keep on as you hare begun,
and do not consider your tcorl: accomplished
until every soldier icho is entitled io a pension
receives it. and every soldier's widow and every

soldier's child arc p'rov-idet-! for by the Govern-

ment. Signed) Geo. S. Mesuiil."

Washington, D. C.3 June 24, 1882.

I cordially approve of the endorsement gircn
hi Past Commander-in-Chie- f Merrill to Tins j

National Tkibune. I consxlcr l ine ablest
paper devoted io the interests of the soldier pub-

lished in the country. I earnestly commend it
io all coinradcs of the Order.

Paul VanDervoort,
Commander-in-Chie- f, G. A. P.

Snow the portrait of Commander-in-Chie- f

Yandervoort to your comrades, call their
a4fenliou to his endorsement of The Na--

: "AL Tribune, and ask them to iseud us
. r subscriptions only one dollar per
sr

. ( irENTS will happen on the best regu--n

d railways, hut the derailment of a train
i the New Jersey Cc.itral Railroad last

week, resulting in the death of five passen-

gers nnd the wounding of many more, can-

not be classed among those casualties which
no human foresight can prevent. It was
brought out in the course of the investiga-

tion by the coroner that at the place where

the train left the track the ties were rotten
and the rails insecurely spiked, while the
bridge from which the cars plunged into the j

i

river was without the usual guard rails. Is
it too late to adopt the suggestion of Punch

liiui. a. luuroau uireciur suuuiu. uv; uuwjjviiu. i

to ride on the pilot of every locomotive?

Commander-in-Chie- f Yandervoort says

he considers The National Tribune the
"ablest paper devoted to the interests of the
soldier published in the country." It is also

the cheapest only one dollar per year.

The graphically-writte- n series of sketches

of Prison Life, prepared expressly for The
National Tribune, portray as none but
an eye-witne- ss can the sufferings of the
Union soldiers whom the fortunes of war

threw into the hands of the confederates.

It is by no means a pleasant task to be

obliged, in the interests of truth, to present

an inside view of a confederate military
prison and bring to view the atrocious

cruelly practiced by their keepers upon the
unfortunatcginmates. That the barbarities

practiced at Andersonvillc were obnoxious

to the mass of confederate officers and sol-

diers is matter of history, and it is to be

borne in mind that the men who captured

our soldiers in battle had nothing to do with

them while in captivity.
m

The labor strikes continue with varying

results the strikers meeting with success in
many instances and in some cases with as

signal defeat. The strike of the freight

handlers in New York last week interfeied

very seriously with the business of all the

trunk lines, but the companies managed to

struggle along with the aid of theraw labor

picked up at Castle Garden, and while grant-

ing the increase of pay demanded by other

employees refuse to make any concession to

the main body of the strikers. In the build-

ing trades, however, the movement for higher

wages seems to have been very successful,

and public sympathy has favored labor in

its contest with capital to a fur greater de-

gree than formerly. This is due, doubtless,

to the very admirable way in which the

strikers have conducted themselves, refrain-

ing from all overt acts and riotous demon-mvu.on- s.

and altogether making such an
-- 4p,i ..ranee as to command respect even from

their enemies. Their attitude piaents a

diking and extremely gratifying contrast

to that of the railroad rioters of 1S77.
r--

E VERY member of the Grand Army should

1 .. a ? ubscriber to Tin: National Tribune.
Read Comrade Vandervoort's endorsement at'

the head of our editorial columns.
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The Herald' Tanlrmns.
The New York Jit raid, after a silence of

some weeks, breaks out in a terrible fit of

passion becauso Congress is about to "suffer

the present session to expire without repeal-

ing the Pension Arrears act" and "make
an initiatory appropriation of one hundred

millions to carry it into effect." It declares

that there is not a respectable Senator or
"Representative of cither party who does not

deplore the Pension Arrears act :is an
tiud wasteful piece of legislation;

that the soldiers of the Union " the best of
tliem" arc its severest critics and the most
urgent petitioners for its repeal; and, on the
authoiity of Bentley, that
at least one-tent- h of all the disbursements of
the Uni ted Statcs on account of pensioners are
fraudulent, and the Pension and Arrears act
must have doubled the proportion. Finally,

it Tcsorts to a comparison of the cost of pen-

sions and the cost of sustaining the standing
armies of Europe, to show that the Govern-

ment ought not io pay its just debt to the
soldiers, because, forsooth, it is a very big
one. Morewillful perversions of the tiuth, or

more malicious misrepresentations of human
motives, we have seldom, if ever, met with
in the columns even of the Herald, and it
seems almost like a waste of space to notice
them. However, we shall give our reckless
cotemporary a chance of printing the facts
if it has the manliness to do so.

In the first place, then, so far from it being
true that every respectable Senator and Rep-

resentative deplores the passage of the Ar-

rears act, the Congressional Jlccord shows that
during the debate last spring over Senator
Ingallss resolution afiirmiug the justice of

that measure, every Senator, with the excep-

tion of Senator Reck and perhaps two or
three other?, pronounced themselves in its
favor, and Senator Yoorhees made one of the
greatest speeches of his life in its support.

An examination of the Jiccord shows that
an equal unanimity of sentiment existed in

the House. Not a vole was cast against the
passage of the Pension appropriation bill to
carry out the provisions of the Arrears act!

Secondly, we deny in toto the assertion of

the Jlcrald, that the soldiers themselves
cither the "best" or worst of them are "the
severest critics" of iho act, or indeed that
they have ever criticised it all, much less

urged its repeal, as our cotemporary claims.

We challenge it to produce the slightest evi-

dence of the fact ; we defy it to give the
names of me hundred reputable soldiers in

tho whole country wc doubt even whether

it can furnish the names of ten who either
deplore the passage of the Arrears act or

want it repealed. The claim is preposterous

in the face of the official action of the Grand
Army the representative soldier body of

the Union on the subject, and the fact that
the Jlcrald ventures to put it forth shows
how hard it is pushed to find a justification,
for its extraordinary conduct.

We also take issue squarely with the
Jlcrald on the accuracy of
Bentley's statement, that one-tent- h of the
existing pension claims are fraudulent. That
statement, to begin with, was a direct insult
to the whole body of our pensioners, among
whom, we suppose even the Jlcrald will ad-

mit, there are some brave and deserving
men ; and wo feel sure there is not a soldier

in the Union who does not rejoice that the

author of this contemptible slander no longer
occupies the responsible place of Commis-

sioner of Pensions. The National Tkib-

une hastened that gentleman's retirement,
and has never had occasion to repent its
action. "We reneat that Mr. Bentley's state- -

ment is' false, and we challenge both its
maker and its endorser the Jlcrald to pro-

duce any figures to substantiate it. The
cannot do it, and they are perfectly conscious

of the fact, but all slanderers are without
conscience, and they will doubtless go on

repeating the lie its long as they have listen-

ers. But supposing the statement were true,
we should like the Herald to tell us how the
passage of the Arrears bill could increase

the number of fraudulent claims ! Does the
Jlcrald not know that only those who are

entitled to a pension under previous stat-

utes could benefit by it? As well might it
claim that the passage of the census act

increased the population of the country!
"We must confess to having little patience

for the discussion of pension legislation with
such mendacious journals as the Jlcrald has
shown itself to be, but we have exposed the
untruthfulness of its statements, and if it
persists in making them it cannot say, by
way of excuse, that it is because it doesn't
know any better.

Good X.egi.sl:i(Iitn.

The joint resolution introduced by Judge
Kelley and passed by the House, on Saturday

last, authorizing the Secretary of the Treas-

ury to issue two per cent, bonds to the value

of 200,000,000 in exchange for those bear-

ing a higher rate of interest, is in the lino
of sound finance and must command uni-

versal approbation. Some doubt has been ex-

pressed as to the practicability of the meas-

ure, for two per cent, is a lower rale of
interest than American investors have ever

hitherto been content to accept, however
substantial the security, but the opinion of
the leading Wall Street financiers seems to
be that the Government will have no diffi-

culty in placing the bond, in the present

condition of the money market.. The col-

lapse of the stock market, the suspicion that
rests upon railroad and mining securities,
and the amount of money that is lying idle
in the bank vaults drawing no interest be-

cause of the scarcity of reliable and at the
same time remunerative investments, are
some of the reasons that are offered in sup-

port of this opinion, and they arc certainly

not without practical force. But whether

the Government succeeds in floating a
two per cent, bond or not, it is unquestion-

ably a wise thing to invest the Secretary of

the Treasury with the power to make the

experiment whenever in his judgment the

lime.is opportune to do so. "Whatever can

he done to reduce the interest charged on

the public debt should be done, both now

and hereafter, as an essential element of the
policy of entirely extinguishing the debt at
as early a day as possible. Owing to the
error into which Couprcss fell in not making

the 4 and 4 per cents, redeemable at the
pleasure of the Government at any time

prior to the date of their maturity, the
process of debt-payin- g is restricted to the
other classes of our securities, and henco

any measure that enables the Treasury to

effect a saving of interest is doubly wel-

come.

A Pleasing Portrait.
"We print on our first page, this week, a por-

trait of Comrade Paul Yandervoort, the new
Commander-in-Chie- f of the Grand Army.

It was engraved from a photograph which
General Yandervoort consented to sit for a
few days after his election, expressly for the
benefit of the readers of The National
Tribune, although, like Iho modest gentle-

man that ho is, he was at first very reluctant
to have such publicity given to it, and only

yielded to our persuasious when assured

that it would afford his old comrades a

genuine pleasure to see it. "We do not know

that any further explanation is needed of

the circumstances which led to its reproduc-

tion in our columns, but we cannot let the
occasion pass without recording our belief

that under Commander-in-Chie- f Vander-

voort's administration the Grand Army is

about to experience a year of unprecedented
prosperity. Every indication points to that
conclusion. A spirit of unusual earnest-

ness seems to pervade the entire Order, and

the example which he 1ms set in entering

at once upon the work of inspecting the

various Departments visiting the Virginia

Posts this week must havean inspiring effect

upon our comrades generally. As we have re-

peatedly said, the fields arc now white unto

the harvest for the laborers in the field of

Grand Army work, and the same amount of

solicitation is no longer required to secure

recruits that, was formerly necessary. Our
rs and sailors everywhere are be-

ginning to appreciate 'the noble character of

the organization, and the rapidity which dis-

tinguished the growth of the Order during

the first three months of the present

year is sure to bo surpassed during the

balance of the season. It is now merely

a question of activity in canvassing for

members in localities Avhere hithorto no

effort hs been made to establish Posts, and

it Avill require little urging to induce ou

veterans to organize wherever a proper repre

sentative is present to arrange the necessar

preliminaries. Whatisnceded more than anj
thing else is systematic, persistent can vassin

in the several Departments by the membei -

of every Post. With a list of the ex-sold- ier

and sailors resident in each Department'!
ought not to be a hard matter to enroll the
to a man in the ranks of the Order. Tiij.

National Tribune goes to the homes n

many who are "not at present members --

the Grand Army, although, doubtless, rea'
to enter its ranks, and it may be depend - i

upon to urge upon them at all times t

duty of connecting themselves with
Elsewhere in these columns will be fou.

a direct appeal to all who fought under 1 .

Stars and Stripes in the late war to join

Order without farther delay, aud we trust

that it will be promptly heeded. The hun-

dred thousand men who are now on its
rolls, although a host in themselves, consti-

tute but a small portion of the survivors of

the war for the Union, and our comrades

should not rest in their labors until every

one of the country's defenders has been

mustered into the ranks. Then it will in-

deed be the Grand Army of the Republic.

Join tlio Grand Army.
The place of every ex-soldi- er and sailor of

the late war is unquestionably in the ranks

of the Grand Army. There is his true home ;

there burns as brightly as in the days of yore

the spirit of comradeship, and there the prin-

ciples of fraternity, charity, and loyalty find

their fullest exemplification in deeds as well
as words. Time was, perhaps, when the
upas tree of politics cast its baleful shadow
upon the work of the Order, but that para-

sitic growth was long since plucked up by

the roots, and there is to-da- y not a stain
upon its fame. Rank and file arc alike ani-

mated only by tho highest motives, and to

be helpful to each other, to cherish tho
memory of their fallen comrades, and to per-

petuate that love of country which is the
bulwark of its safety, constitutes the sum of

their aspirations. No one, we are sure, who

attended tho late Encampment of the Grand
Army at Baltimore, could have failed to be
impressed with the warmth of affection

which was manifested by the members for

each other, and the feeling of profound and
earnest patriotism which imbued the gath-

ering. No meeting of brothers was ever more

joyous and tender than this Reunion of vet-

erans, and one could not help feeling that
every ex-sold- ier who remained outside of
the Order was missing tho keenest pleasure

that a soldier's heart can know. It was not
simply the exchange of past experiences

and the renewal of old friendships that im-

parted a peculiar interest to the occasion,

but tho expression of brotherly concern for

each other's happiness and devotion to the
welfare of all who fought together under tho
Stars and Stripes. In a word, it was the feel-iu- g

of comradeship, as it existed among the
veterans of our armies during tho actual
progressof their campaigns, manifesting itself
again in all its original warmth and vigor,

that made it seem as if no soldier should be

outside of the ranks of the Grand Army.
But, aside from the question of sentiment,

there are tho best of practical reasons why
every man who boro arms in defense of the
Union in the late war should join tho Order.

It is a part of its mission to care for such of
our comrades? and their families as are in

distress, and there is no more efficient way

of protecting their interests and securing

their rights than through the enrollment of

them all in the Grand Army. United in

one organization, they can much more

rea'dily take concerted action for the general

welfare and more effectually relieve indi-

vidual wants. Indeed, organization is be-

coming every day more essential as our sol-

dier population becomes more widely dif-

fused throughout the country, and there is

no body which is so well fitted to accomplish

tho objects to be gained by organization as

the Grand Army. as it now is

with the cultivated portion of the national

domain, aud represented even in the Terri-

tories, there is scarcely a section of the
country where there are not Posts already

in existence to receive all honorably-discharge- d

soldiers who may wish to join the

Order, or where new ones cannot be quickly

established if they desire to form one, so

that there is no longer any valid excuse for

our veterans not to enter the ranks. We can

but hope that they will hasten to unite with

their comrades who are already members of

the Grand Army, aud swell its present muster-

-roll of one hundred thousand heroes to

many times that number before another year

rolls round.
O '

To Our Subscribers.

The circulation of The National Trib-

une continues to increase from week to

week, and we have had the pleasure of add-

ing the names of many thousands of new

subscribers to our rolls during the last six

months. In fact, wo doubt whether any

other weekly newspaper in the whole coun-

try can show an equal growth during the
same period, and certainly no soldiers' paper

that was ever published can boast of having

received as many subscribers within so short

a time. Some of our readers have displayed

tho most gratifying zeal in getting up clubs,

and we havo received as many as thirty-fou-r

iiqw subscribers through the efforts of a sin-

gle person. Others, on the other hand, while

expressing their hearty approval of the con-

duct of The National Tribune, and their
cordial appreciation of its merits, have made

no attempt to increase its circulation, but
have contented themselves with looking on

and applauding. For the latter, as for the
former, wo have only the kindest feelings,

sensible indeed that in every one of its sub-

scribers The National Tribune has a true
and devoted friend, and we set the highest

value on their good wishes. We cannot but
at.:i. however, that as their interests are

,1 with our own, they must have a
, . ' I concern in the growth of our sub-'f- f

. a list, and should therefore exert
... ves to hasten that growth as much

- ible by bringing The National
i"::i . ,E to tho notice of such of their.

i
,- and acquaintances among our ex- -

. iu: i and sailors as may still be ignorant
,.. value. We would not havo them,

r any circumstances, base their appeal
o ";; i :r grounds than those of the merit of

' p per itself and the importance of the
yhich it is doing for all who fought

the Stars and Stripes in the late war;
' ) feel certain that these are amply

:nt to convince any intelligent person
desirability of subscribing for it. But

' npossiblo to reach all of onr rs

iailors, scattered as they are from

Maine to California and the Great Lakes to

the Gulf, except through tho personal solic-

itation of our subscribers, and wo must of
necessity look to them to canvass for us.

With such of our readers as are members
of the Grand Army this should be a pleas-

ant task. The National Tribune has
been endorsed by our new Commander-in-Chie- f

as the best soldiers' paper in existence,
and we feel sure that there in not a comrade

in any Post, from the Department of the
Potomac to that of California, who would
not bo glad to subscribe for it if ho were
once made aware of that value. All we ask
of our readers is that they will acquaint tho
members of their Tost with its value. We
do not think they will then require much
urging to become regular subscribers to it.
We may say without egotism that there is
no other journal which contains such accu-

rate reports of tho doings of the Order, or
renders such effective service in advancing
its interests. It was the only soldiers' news-

paper that presented a full account cover-

ing moro than two pages, or thirteen col-

umns of tho opening of tho Grand
Encampment ou the morning after its as-

sembling, or that gave in any form, indeed,
a complete report of the proceedings and
festivities connected with that great gather- -

ing; and it is the first to make known to the
members of tho Grand Army, as it does by
means of the portrait published in this num-

ber, the features, of their popular new
Commander-in-Chie- f, Paul Yandervoort, of

Nebraska.
But there are many of our readers who

are not members of tho Grand Army al-

though all ought to be to whom wo also

havo a right to look for active
in the work of building up the circulation of

Tn e National Tribune. Tho majority of

them are pensioners or applicants for pen-

sions, and they have indeed a more direct

interest than any other class in its success.

They owe to it in great measure the favor-

able action which Congress has lately been

induced to take on many pension measures

of importance, as also the defeat of many

measures that were calculated to injuriously

affect their interests. But for tho ability,

watchfulness, and courage with which The
National Tribune has championed their

cause, they might havo suffered severely

from Congressional neglect. For their own

sakes,at least, they ought to use every effort

to increase its influence, so that its utterances

may carry even greater weight than thoy do

now. Individually one hundred thousand
men might bo powerless to compel

the attention of Congress, but speaking as

one man through tho columns of a great

newspaper they would be omnipotent. And

that is what The National Tribune as-

pires to be the mouth-piec- e of one hundred
fhrmcrmri hmve. and honest soldiers. Let

every reader send us the names of four or

five new subscribers, and the thing is done.

It is Finished.

The execution of Charlee J. Gniteau for

the murder of President Garfield closes one

of the most painful chapters in our national

history, and its conclusion is undoubtedly a

cause for general satisfaction. The fear en ter-tain- ed

by so many that tho assassin would

never be compelled to sutler the righteous

penalty of his crime has not been realized,

and once more the truth of the old adage that
Justice travels with a leaden heel but strikes

with an iron hand has been vindicated. It
is a fortunate thing that the conduct of the
murderer during his last hours afforded no

confirmation of the theory of insanity which

was set up in his defense, and that his bear-

ing bore such a striking resemblance to that
of ordinary criminals, who go to the scaffold

shouting "Glory! Glory!" and cordially

invito the spectators to meet them in
heaven. A division of public sentiment in
regard to his sanity would have been a

result greatly to be deplored. As it is, no

regrets are likely to be indulged in and

history will cast no imputation upon the
justice either of the sentence or its execution.

Elsewere in our columns will be found

some account of the scenes and incidents

attending the hanging. The element of the

sensational was of course not lacking, but
we cannot say that it was without precedent

or parallel. Guitean's behavior was very

like that of other murderers of a coarse,

brutal nature whose sanity was never ques-

tioned, and his ecstatic joy, his pretended

religious inspiration, and his assumption of

indifference to his fate have all had their
counterpart in our criminal records: ne is

not the first murderer who has shown him-

self more animal than man, displaying the
instincts of the beast at one moment and

the next launching forth into some high-flow- n

rhapsody concerning his religious feel-

ings, and while his behavior furnished the

most convincing proofs ' of his monstrous

egotism, it revealed no lack of mental re-

sponsibility. Insanity, as tho history of

criminal trials in this country abundantly
shows, has been made, like charity, to cover

a multitude of sins, but happily it has not

sufficed to cloak the crime of Charles J.
Guiteau.

The Entering "Wedgo.

The late Sidney Lanier, the Southern poet,

who was a man of close observation and did
not by any means confine his literary efforts

to the realm of fancy, contributed to Scrib-ner- 's

Monthly now the Century some two

years ago a very interesting article on small

farming in tho South, in which, for the first

time, the public were made acquainted with
the very remarkable agricultural revolution

that has been in progress there since the
war, and which in course of time promises
to work out a solution of many of the
social and political problems which have

vexed that section. Mr. Lanier wrote be-

fore tho census of 18S0 had been taken, and

he was, therefore, not in possession of the
latest data, but he showed conclusively that
as a result of the change in the labor sys-

tem of the South brought about by the
emancipation of the slaves, the working of
large plantations had ceased to bo profitable
aud these extensive holdings were being
rapidly divided into small farms, tho pur-

chasers being partly of the class known as

"poor whites" and partly freedmen. As

we remember, Mr. Lanier laid great stress
upon the benefit which was likely to follow

from this redivisiqn of the land, as tending
to insure a more careful tillage of the soil, a
wider diversification of crops, aud the
elevation of the condition of the middle
classes.

Now that we have the official figures of
the census of 1880 at hand, we can see that
this land revolution has been going forward
at even a more rapid rate than Mr. Lanier
imagined. In 1870 the total number of farms
in the United States was 2,GG0,000, but in 1SS0

it had increased to 4,000,000, a gain of 51

per cent, for the country at large. In the
South, however, the increase was far greater,

aud as the immigration is known to have
been inconsiderable, it must bo ascribed to
the cause which Mr. Lanier cites the di-

vision of the old plantations rather than
to tho clearing and breaking in of new
ground. The percentages of gain are as

follows: Virginia GO, North Carolina G3,

South Carolina SI, Georgia 93, Alabama 102,

Florida 129, Louisiana 70, Mississippi 50,

Arkansas 91, and Texas 185. The last-nam- ed

State, and oven Arkansas, should
perhaps be excluded from tho list, on tho
ground that both have enjoyed a considera-

ble immigration, but tho general result re-

mains the same.

It is evident that while the largo laud-own- es

have been compelled, either from the
foreclosure of mortages on their property or
their inability to procure the labor neces-

sary to the profitable working of their planta-

tions, to sell a portion of their lands, the
working class have saved enough money to
become proprietors themselves, and that the
equalization of fortune, which always takes
place when all unnatural restrictions are
removed from labor, is in process of rapid
accomplishment. Heretofore tho aristocratic

planter class have held absolute sway over

the society as well as the politics of the
South, aud it is putting it very mildly to
say that they have never looked with favor
upon "self-mad- e men," as in the North we
are wont to call those who rise to eminence in
trade, commerce, manufactures, art, science,

literature, or the learned professions through
their own individual efforts. The division
of the big plantations and the rise of a class

of small farmers are tho first steps in the
process of evolution which will ultimately

give the South a race of self-mad- e men as
well as the North. These small proprietors
as they increase in numbers and wealth will
demand better school facilities for their
children, and with education will come in-

dependence of thought and opinion, until at
last they will refuse to recognize the heredi-
tary right of the "Old Families" to control
local legislation and retain the direction of
public affairs. Could President Lincoln at
the same time that he emancipated the slave
have emancipated the poor whites of the
South from the yoke of the landed pro-

prietors the period of reconstruction would
in all probability never have been attended
by the evils which environed it, but the
changes which are now taking place in the
industrial condition of that section are
certain to accomplish in the end what it was
not within the power of the Executive to
bring about. What we recognize as the effect

of our free institutions upon the immigrant
who finds in this country an opportunity to
rise to any station in life, is sure to be the

result of this acquisition of land by tho
working classes of the South, and it is in
our judgment the entering wedge which will
sooner or later rend asunder the fabric of
false pride and prejudice upon which the
social and political system of that section
has so long rested.

The Cloud in tho East.

The Constantinople conference on the
Egyptian question has resulted practically
in the determination of the Continental
Powers, including France, to let England
look after her interests in the land of the
Pharoahs alone and unaided, and the active
war preparations which are reported to be in
progress in all the British navy-yar- ds and
military depots would seem to indicate that
England is perfectly willing to assume the
responsibility. Her "interests" are of course

confined mainly to the Suez Canal, which, a3

the commercial highway to her Indian pos-

sessions, she is bound to keep open at all
hazards, and that Arabi Pacha is fully aware
of the fact is shown by the arrangements
which he has made to block that great
thoroughfare. Advices from Alexandria
state that he has sent large quantities of
explosives to the line of the canal, as well
as boats laden with stone, which he proposes

to sink in the channel, and the chances are
that the protection of the Suez Canal will
prove a more formidable undertaking than
was at one time anticipated. It is peculiarly
unfortunate for the Gladstone Ministry that
this crisis in its Egyptian relations should
be precipitated at a time when the troubles
in Ireland seem to be increasing rather than
diminishing, and the " Grand Old Man," as

the British Premier has come to be jocosely
called by the Conservatives, is likely to have
need of all the support he can muster to
overcome the obstacles that confront him.

Tho-"naming- and suspension of all the
leading members of the Irish party in the
House of Commons for their alleged obstruc-

tion of the passage of the Repression
act, whether justified or not, must tend to
still further embitter the people of Ire
land against British rule, and it would not
be surprising if a fresh crop of "outrages"
should be the fruit of the seeds of dissension
sown in parliamentary debate. Supposing
the strained relations between England and
Egypt to result shortly in an open rupture
and a British army of invasion or occupa-

tion to be landed on Egyptian soil, who can
forsee the use to which Ireland might not
put tho opportunity which foreign compli-

cations might afford her of extorting new
concessions from the parent government?

It might well be that British interference in
Egypt would bring about serious European
complications and involve the Gladstone
government in a war of serious proportions.

In that event it might be compelled to pur-

chase peace at home at any cost, and a
sagacious leader like Parnell would be pretty
sure to make the most of its helplessness.

When one reflects what seemingly trivial
events have sufficed to change the destiny

of nations it is impossible not to feel that
the present Egyptian crisis, otherwise so

devoid of interet for people on this side of

the water, may prove of immense conse-

quence; and while at the moment Americans

may not care a snap of their fingers whether

the reigning Khedive or the usurper, Arabi,

controls the policy of Egypt, the ultimate
result of the struggle may prove of the

utmost importance to them; for a general

European war, if it possesses no other

interest for us, must at least enhance the

value of our breadstuffs and create a market

for our surplus products. In these days of

ocean telegraphy and steamship navigation

it may truthfully be said that there is no

nation which is not liable to be affected by
the good or bad fortunes of its neighbors,

whether near or remote; and while politi-

cally we may fell no concern in the policy

of the Continental Powers, industrially and
commercially their attitude must always

have a deep practical significance for us. It
was the Russo-Turkis- h war that opened the
markets of the world to our grain and pro-

visions, and it does not admit of doubt that
were England embroiled in a serious foreign

conflict the prostration of her industries

and the exhaustion of her resources would

inure to the benefit of our own. This

world of ours is but a small expanse of land

and water, after all, and although it may seem

of little consequence to the casual reader

whether the Irish members are suspended

in the House of Commons or not, or which

one of the Turkish Fachas is at tho head of

Egyptian affairs, the final issue may affect

our own interests in many practical ways.

WnEN yon have finished your perusal of

the present number of The National
Tribune send it to some one of your old

companions in arms, nnd ask him to sub-

scribe for it. In that way you can add to

the pleasures of your friend, and at the same

tima render a service to us,


