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The Young Orderly of Monster Win

at Andersonville.

A THRILLING STORY.

What He Saw While Livng
in Wirz's Household.

A SOIiDIER, AT THIRTEEN.

The Drummer - Boy Whom
Thousands "Will Remember.

In the next issue of The National
Tribune will appear tlie opening chapter

of the most interesting story of Southern

prison life that has yet heen written.

Itwill he entitled " Little Red Cap; or Seven

Months with Wirz at Andersonville," and

will he the personal narrative of Ransom T.

Powell, who acted as Commandant Wirz's
Orderly during his imprisonment, and, he-cau- se

of his extreme youth he was only

fifteen years old when he entered Anderson-

ville and his jaunty cap was known to the

thousands of Union soldiers confined there

as " Little Red Cap." Here is his picture as

he was :

Eichteen years have passed away since

'Little Red Cap," the drummer hoy, entered

the stockade at Andersonville, and he is now

in the prime of manhood, hut the scenes

which he witnessed there are still indelibly
impressed upon his memory, and his story

is as thrilling and graphic and picturesque
as if it had heen written on the day of his
release.

There have heen many accounts published

of what took place in that Southern hell,

hut the writer in every case wrote only of

what he saw while confined with his fellow
prisoners.

" Little Red Cap," however, tells the story
as Wirz himself might have told it, had he
heen put to the rack and the confession of
his horrible atrocities wrung from him by

the tortures of the inquisition.
In the same room with this monster

"Little Red Cap" ate and slept during the
entire period of his imprisonment. He saw
daily the members of the monster's family

his heartless and vindictive wife, who sug-

gested and devised the ingenious cruelties
which her husband put into practice; her
two daughters by a former husband, whose

sobriquets in that strange and miserable
household were "Puss "and "Tug," and his j

own daughter Cora, whom he loved as even

a monster may sometimes love.

"Little Red Cap" w:is the hearer of "Wirz's

orders. He knew in advance every new pun-

ishment that was to be inflicted, every exe-

cution that was to take place, when and how

removals to other prison pens were to be
effected, and the date and number of ex-

changes; in short, he was, by the very nature
of his position, as the Orderly of Wirz, per-

sonally conversant with everything that took
place, not only within the stockade, but at
the commandant's headquarters.

ne tells his story, too, in pure and simple
language, unadorned with the flowers of
rhetoric, and without any straining after

' effect No other man in this country, it
may be safely said, is competent, at this late
day, to write a literally accurate and com-

plete history of Andersonville prison, and
we feel sure that hia forthcoming story will
make a greater sensation than has been
made by any publication relating to the war
Bince the appearance of General Sherman's
personal narrative of the " March to the Sea."

In order that our readers may thoroughly
understand who "Little Red Cap" is, and
what his history is, we reprint from Mr. John
McElroy's book entitled "Andersonville, a
Story of Rebel Military Prisons," the follow-

ing interesting story :

JT1S PERSONAL APPEARANCE.
" One of our best purveyors of information

was a bright, blue-eye- d, fair-haire- d little
drummer hoy, as handsome as a girl, well-bre- d

as a lady, and evidently the darling of
some refined, loving mother. He belonged,

I think, to some loyal Virginia regiment,
was captured in one of the actions iu the
Shenandoah Valley, and had been with us

in Richmond. We called him "Red Cap,"

from his wearing a jaunty, gold-lace- d, cri-
men cap. Ordinarily, the smaller a drummer

boy is the harder he is, but no amount of

attrition with rough men could coarsen the
ingrained refinement of Red Cap's manners.

SERIES.

lie was between thirteen and fourteen, and
it seemed utterly shameful that men, calling
themselves soldiers, should make war on
such a tender hoy and drag him off to
prison.

"But no six-foot- er had a more soldierly
heart than Little Red Cap, and none was
more loyal to the cause. It was a pleasure
to hear him tell the story of the fights and
movements his regiment had been engaged
in. He was a good observer aud told his
tale with boyish fervor. Shortly after Wirz
assumed command he. took Red Cap into his
ofiico as an orderly. His bright face and
winning manners fascinated the women
visitors at headquarters, and numbers of
them tried to adopt him, but with poor suc-

cess. Like the rest of us, he could see few

charms in an existence tinder the rebel flag
and turned a deaf car to their blandishments.
He kept his ears open to the conversation of
tho rebel officers around him, and frequently
secured permission to visit tho interior of
the stockade, when ho would communicate
to us all that he had heard. He received a
flattering reception every time he came in,
and no orator ever secured a more attentive
audience than would gather around him to
listen to what ho had to say. He was,
beyond a doubt, tho best known and most
popular person in tho prison, and I know all
the survivors of his old admirers share my
great interest in him, and my curiosity as to
whether ho yet lives, and whether his sub-

sequent career has justified the sanguine
hopes we all had as to his future. I hope
that if he sees this, or any one who knows
anything about him, ho will communicate
with me. There are thousands who will bo
glad to hear from him.

A REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE.
"A most remarkable coincidence occurred

in regard to this comrade. Several days
after the abovo had been written and "set
up," but before it had yet appeared in tho
paper, I received the following letter :

"'Eckhart Mines,
"'Alleghany County, Md., March 24.

" ' To the Editor of the Blade :
" 'Last evening I saw a copy of your paper,

in which was a chapter or two of the prison
life of a soldier during the late war. I was
forcibly struck with the correctness of what
he wrote, and the names of several of my
old comrades which he quoted: Hill, Limber
Jim, etc., etc. I was a drummer boy of
Company I, Tenth West Virginia infantry,
and was fifteen years of age a day or two
after arriving in Andersonville, which was
in the last of February, 1654. Nineteen of
my comrades were there with me, and, poor
fellows, they are there yet I have no doubt
that I would have remained there, too, had
I not been more fortunate.

"I do not know who tout soldier corre
spondent is, but assume" to say that from
the following description he will remember
having seen mo in Andersonville: I was the
little boy that for three or four months off-

iciated as orderly for Captain Wirz. I wore
a red cap, and every day could be seen riding
Wirz's gray mare, either at headquarters or
about the stockade. I was acting in this
capacity when the six raiders 'Mosby'
(proper name Collins), Delaney, Curtis, and
I forget the other names were executed. I
believe that I was the first that conveyed
the intelligence to them that confederate
General Winder had approved their sentence.
As soon as Wirz received the dispatch to
that effect, I ran down to the stocks and
told them.

" 'I have visited Hill, of Wauseon, Fulton
county, Ohio, since the war, and found him
hale and hearty. I have not heard from him
for a number of years until reading your cor-

respondent's letter last evening. It is the
only letter of the series that I have seen,
but after reading that one, I feel called upon
to certify that I have no doubts of the truth-
fulness of vour oorresDondent'ri story. The
world will never know or believe the horrors
of Andersonville and other prisons in the
South. No living human being, in my
judgment, will ever be able to properly
paint the horrors of those infernal dens.

" ' I formed the acquaintance of several Ohio
soldiers whilst in prison. Among these
were O. D. Streeter, of Clevelaud, who went
to Andersonville about the same time that
I did, and escaped, and was the only man
that I ever knew that escaped and reached
oar lines. After an absence of several
months he was retaken in one of Sherman's
battles before Atlanta, and brought back.
I also knew John L. Richards, of Fostoria,
Seneca count', Ohio, or Eaglesville, Wood
county. Also, a man by the name of Beverly,
who was a partner of Charley Huckleby, of
Tennessee. I would like to hear from all of
these parties. They all know me.

'Mr. Editor, I will closo by wishing all
my comrades who shared in the sufferings
and dangers of confederate prisons a long
and useful life.

"'Yours, truly,
" ' Ransom T. Powell.' "

Tho Original of Undo Tom.

Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe recently wroto

a letter deling, in a qualified manner, that
tho Rev. Josiah Henson was tho original of

her "Uncle Tom." Mr. Henson, aged (Jl, is

living on his farm in Ontario. A correspond-

ent of the Philadelphia Press has visited

him, and become convinced that Mrs. Stowe

did build up her story from that of Henson,

which had been published by the American
Anti-Slaver- y Society. Ho is a large, sinewy

man, powerful in spite of his age, but dis-

abled in both arms and a shoulder blade by

a blow from a slave driver. He has never
since been able to lift his hands to his head,
tho bones having grown together without
proper setting. Mrs. Stowe made her hero
die a martyr's death, but the real hero re-

covered, and afterward helped more than a
hundred slaves to escape to Canada. He
owns a good house and farm, his parlor is
neatly furniiJhed, and he has many gift
books and pictures.

"TO CARE' FOR HIM VHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."

wasiungtok d. a, Saturday, September 16, 1832.

GHANCELLORSYILLE.

Gen. Stonewall Jackson's Rout of the

Eleventh Corps.

A MEMORABLE DAY.

Maiik Movement aaid Attack
on Howard's Corps.

THE PAJSttC AND FUHETT.

Gen. Doubleday's Account of the
Movements of both Armies.

At dawn of day, on tho 2d of May, 18G3,

General Lee and General Jackson were

sitting by the side of the plank road, on

some empty cracker boxes, discussing the
situation, when Stewart came up and re-

ported the result of his reconnoissance.
Ho said the right flank of Howard's corps

was defenceless and easily assailable. Jack-
son at once asked permission to take his own

corps about 2G,000 muskets mako a de-

tour through the woods to conceal his march
from observation, and fall unexpectedly upon
the weak point referred to by Stuart. It
was a startling proposition and contrary to
all the principles of strategy ; for, when Jack-

son was gone, Leo would be left with but a

few men to withstand the shock of Hooker's
entire army, and might be driven back to
Fredericksburg or crushed. If the Elev
enth Corps had prepared for Jackson's ap
nroaeh bv a line nronerlv fortified, with re
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There was, great risk in attempt
ing such a manoeuvre, for nothing short of
utter blindness on part of Unior
commanders could make successful.

Still, something had to be done, for inac-

tion would result in a retreat, and the
present instance, if worst came to
worst, Jackson back on Gordons-vill- e,

and Lee toward the Virginia Central
Railroad, where they could reunite thci
columns by before Hooker march
across country and prevent the
Jackson received the required permission,
and started off at once by a secluded road,
keeping Leo'n brigade of cavalry
between his column and the Union to
shield hia inarch from observation.

At two a. m. Hooker Kent orders for the
First Corps, under Reynolds, to which I be-

longed, to take up its bridges and him
by way of United States Ford, and by nine
a. m. we were en

riliflT sound of battle.
Tho first Hound of battlo came from some

guns posted on the eminence from which
Hancock had the day beforo. A
battery opened fire on the trains
which had parked in the open plain in
front of the Chancellorsvillc House, and
drove them pell-me- ll to tho rear.

At dawn Hooker rode around, accompa-

nied Sickels, to inspect his Ho
the position generally, upon

Sickles's recommendation, he threw a
division of the Third Corps l)etwccn the
Eleventh and Twelfth, as he thought the in-

terval too great there.
As soon as Jackson was en route, Leo

to demonstrate against our centre ard
to make Hooker believe tho main attack

was to he there, and to prevent him from
observing turning column in its progress
toward the right. A canonade be-

gan against Meade, a musketry was
opened on Couch and Slocum; the heai-es-l

attack being on Hancock's which
was in advance of the line.

In of every precaution, Jackson's
column, as it moved southward, was seen to
pass over a hare hill about a mile and a half
from front, and its numbers weio
pretty accurately General Bir-ne- y

reported this important fact at
General Hooker's headquarters. It is always

to think that your adversary is
beaten, and Hooker thought at first Jackson
might be retreating on Gordonsville. It
was enough ho was doing
that or malcing a circuit to attack Howard.

hooker's order.
To provide for the latter contingency tho

following order was issued :

" Hd'qrs Army of Potomac,
" Chancellorsville, Va.,

"May 2, 1803,-9-:30 a. m.
"Major-Gener- al Slocum and Major-Genor- al

Howard :

" I am directed by the Major-Gencr- al

to say that the disposition you
have made of your has been with a
view to a front attack by the enemy. If ho
should throw himself upon your flank, ho
wishes you to examine ground aud

upon the you will take in
that event, in that you may bo

for him in whatever direction ho ad-

vances. He suggests that you havo heavy
reserves well in hand to this contin-
gency. The right of your line does aot.tJp- -

pear to be strong enough. No artificial do-fenc- es

worth naming have been thrown up,
and there appears to be a scarcity of troop3
at that point, and not, in the General's opin-

ion, as favorably po3ted might be.
" We have reason to suppose that

enemy is moving to our right. Please ad-

vance your pickets for purpose of observa-

tion far may be safe, iu order to obtain
timely information of their approval.

" James H. Van Allen,
'" Brig.-Ge- n. and Aide-dc-Camp- ."

When the enemy was observed, Sickles
went out with Clark's battery and an in-

fantry support to shell their train. This
had the effect of driving them off of that road
on to another which led in same direc-

tion, but was less it went through
the woods. A second reconnoissance was
sent to see if tho movement continued.
Siekle3 then obtained Hooker's consent to
start out with two divisions to attack Jack-
son's corps in flank and cut it off from
main body.

sickles moves.
Sickles started on this mission at one p.

m. with Birney'3 division, preceded by Ran-

dolph's battery. As Jackson might turn on
him with his whole force, Whipple's divis-

ion of his own corps ed his left, and
Barlow's brigade of the Eleventh Corps his
right. He was gieatly delayed by the
swamps and the necessity of building
bridges, but finally crossed Lewis Creek and
reached the road upon which Jackson was
marching. He soon after, by efforts of
Berdan's sharpshooters, surrounded and cap-

tured the Twenty-thir- d Georgia regiment,
which had been to watch the approaches
from our lines. Information obtained from
prisoneis showed that Jackson could nc bo

retreating, and that his object was to strike
a blow somewhere.

Birney's advance, and capture of the
Twenty-thir- d Georgia were met by corres-

ponding movements on the part of
enemy. A robel battery was established on
the high ground at the Wclford House,
which checked Birney's advance until it was
silenced by Livingston's battery which was
brought fu ward for that purpose. Pleason--

doubts the flanks, the men protected in ; cavry now sent to the Foundry

front by felled timber sheltered by,j an additional

breastworks, with the artillery at the angles,' was cut Jackson off entirely
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large Union force was detained at tho Fur-
nace without a definite object, and the works
it had occupied were vacant. While Sickles
was not allowed to strike the flank, Slocum's
two divisions under Geary and Williams
were sent to push back tho fortified front of
tho enemy in the wood3; a much more diffi-

cult opeiation. Geary attacked on the plank
road, but made no serious impression, and
returned. Williams struck farther to the
south, but was checked by part of Ander-
son's division. A combined attack against
Lee's front and left flank, undertaken with
spirit earlier in the day, would in all proba-

bility have driven him off toward Freder-
icksburg and have widened tho distance be-

tween iiis force and thai of Jackson; hut
now the latter was close at hand and it was
too late to attempt it. As tho time came
for the turning column to make its appear-
ance on Howard's right, a fierce attack was
again made against Hancock with infantry
and artillery to distract Hooker's attention
from tho real point at issue.

THE HOAR OF BATTLE.

Pleasontoa, after dismounting ono regi-

ment and sending it into the woods to
finding his cavalry wore of no uso

in such a country, aud that Jackson was

getting farther and farther away, rode leis-

urely back, at Sickles's suggestion, to Hazel
Grove, which was an open space of consid-

erable elevation to tho right of tho Twelfth
Corps. As he drew near the roar of battle
buret upon his ears from tho right of the
line and a scene of lion or and confusion

presented itself, presaging the lout of the
entiro army if some immediate measures
were not taken to stem the tide of disaster.

The fierce rush of the rebels, who came in
almost simultaneously with the pickets, first
struck General Yon Gilsa's two small regi-

ments and tho two guns in the road, the
only lorce that actually fronted them in
line.

Von Gilsa galloped at once to Howard's
headquarters at Dowdall's Tavern to ask for

imiuediato Ho was told,
" ho must hold his post with the men he had,
aud trust to God; " information which was
received by tho irate German with objurga-

tions that were not all of an orthodox char-

acter.
Deveus's division, thus taken in flank, was

driven back upon Schurz's division, and that
being unable to form, was heaped up after
some resistance on Steinwehr's division, in
tho utmost confusion and disorder. Stein-we- hr

had only Buschbcck's brigado with
him tlie ouier tnas oi .mnow navmg
been sent out to ce Sickles; but ho
formed lino promptly behind a weak

which had been thrown across

the road, and, with the aid of his artillery,
kept Jackson at bay for three-quarte- rs of an

hour. Howard exerted himself bravely then,
aud did all he could to rally the fugitives,

but Kodes's division, which attacked him,
was soon cd by that of Colston, aud

tho two together folded around his flanks

took his lino iu reverse, and finally carried

the positiou with a rush; and then Bush-beck- 's

brigade retired in gocd order through

tho flying crowd, who were streaming in
wild disorder to the rear past Hooker's
headquarters.

To be continued.

Greatness: "If yon want to find out how

great a man is, let him tell it himself.

BY FIELD AND FLOOD.

Tho Story of Lieutenant Newlin's Escape

from Danville.

A HURRIED START.

Trainping All Night and
Sleeping All Day.

CROSSING OF TEE DM.

How the Fugitives Celebrated
Washington's Birthday.

The writer belonged to the Seventy-thir- d

Hliuois infantry, and, in company with a
number of his regiment, was captured at
Chickamauga on the 20th of September,
16G3.

After a sojourn of two months at Rich-

mond, the squad to which he belonged was
transferred to Danville, Virginia, and on tho
15th of December Lieutenant Newlin was
detached as ward-mast- er in a small-po- x hos-

pital attached to the prison, and allowed to
deject men to assist him as nurses in hia
ward.

He selected those with whom he was most
intimately acquainted. They were Lncien
B. Smith, Fourth Michigan cavalry; William
Sutherland, Sixteenth U.S. infantry; W. C.

Trippe, Fifteenth U. S. infantry; J.F. Wood,
Twenty-sixt- h O. V. infantry, and R. G. Tay-

lor, Second Massachusetts cavalry. After
two mouths' battling with the horrid disease,
aud laying many of their companions in the
grave, the nurses formed a plan of escape.

Lieutenant Newlin details its execution
in a pamphlet published by the Methodist
Book Concern, Cincinnati, from which the
following extracts are taken :

"By the 12th of February the small-po-x

'n.- - '"yin to ai-vt- e. As a coiisciu,no ffct

convalescent camp and Ward No. 3 were
discontinued. A day or two later and Ward
No. 2 was cleared of patients and its doors
Closed. Those who had been attending as

nurses were returned to prison. Two weeks
or three at most, could hardly elapse be-

foro tho hospital would be entirely broken
up. In this event we should be returned to
the dreary prisons in Danville, whence es-

cape was scarcely possible. To be kept in
prison many months, perhaps until death
alone should bring release, was an unwel-

come prospect, and we looked upon it with
feelings of dread. We had friends and com-

rades among the prisoners, whom we dis-

liked to leave behind us, but as our presence

with them could do neither them nor us any
good, we determined to improvo the first
opportunity of attempting an escape from
the confederates, and avoid the prison en-

tirely.
"February 10,1364, was a cool day for

lower Virginia, and we would have deferred
our escape for a few nights had Ave not
luckily and accidentally ascertained that wo

should be sent into prison on the morning of

the 20th. .Our careful, though hasty, prepa-

rations for slipping oft" from the guards were
accordingly commenced just before dark on

the evening of February 19 th."
Great care was required to elude theguards.

preparing to start.
"Soon after the guards went to their

quarters, which were situated near the guard
line, but little more than a quarter 6f a mile
distant, southwest of the cook-hous- e. The
cook was again sought by Sutherland, and
this time he was found alone, and just ready
to retire for tho night. Sutherland lost no
time in making his business known to him.
Six haversacks, tho best that could be found
in the deposit for clean clothing, were deliv-eie- d

to the cook, who agreed to fill them
with the best provision the cook-hous-e at
the time afforded. Sutherland then busied
himself in selecting clothing for our party
from the deposit of clothing that had been
washed aud stored away. When he had se-

lected the number of garments required he
carried them down to our tent. He and I then
took off tho clothing wo had long worn, and
put on entirely clean suits. We then went
to the ward and relieved our four associates,
who immediately went down to our tent aud
put on clean suits also. Tho six haversacks,
which were filled with the best provisions
the cook could provide, vere brought to the
tent from the cook-hous-e.

"Near eleven o'clock p. m. our arrange-
ments for leaving were about complete, or as
nearly so as was possible with the means at
command. Taylor, Sutherland, and Wood
each had an overcoat and blanket; Smith
had an overcoat and a large bed-quil- t. Trippe
and I each had a blanket ; we had no over-

coats, but we wore an extra shirt and blouse
apiece. For our feet we provided the best
shoes that could he found about the hospital,
and took pains to secure long and strong
strings for them.

TRACKS IN THE SNOW.

"After adjusting our haversacks and blan-

kets about us, so that wo could easily carry
them, we set out through the woods in a
westerly direction. In tho woods we found
that tho snow, which had fallen a few

days before, had not melted. We disliked
to walk on it, as wo left a distinct trail he-hin- d.

We pushed on, however, and soon

struck a wagon road, from which the snow

had either blown off or melted away. It

,
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was not a public road, but was used meiely
as a timber road, to get out of the woods

with loads of rails and wood. Its surface
was very hard and gravelly, and we followed
it a mile or two in a. southerly direction
without leaving many distinct foot-print- s.

"We followed the railroad until we had
gone about five miles from our starting-poin- t,

when we came to a wagon road, which
crossed the railroad at right angles. Thi3
road had the appearance of being mnch trav-

eled ; by turning to our right and following
it, we went northwest the direction wo-wishe-

to go. As we passed a house near
the roadside, Trippe recognized the place as
one he had seen when out before, making
his first attempt to escape, no also knew
the road wo were following would load us to
the Seven-mil- e Ferry. This ferry was so

called from the fact of its being seven mile3
up Dan River from Danville. Wo wished
to gain the left or northern bank of Dan
River before daybreak, if possible, and we
pushed on eagerly and rapidly. The road
was smooth."

A CHANGE OF ROUTE.
On reaching the Dan River they camo

near being captured. Trippe was sent for-

ward to reconnoitre, and soon returned with
information that the ferry was guarded by
cavalry, which necessitated searching for
another place to cross the river, whose course
was directly across their route.

" We consulted briefly as to the course we
should pursue, and soon determined to re-

trace our step3 until we should find another
road, or some path that would lead us up tho
river. Wo started. As the weather was cold
and morning approaching, we hurried on.

An obscure road, leading off in a southwest
direction, was soon found. We changed our
course, and followed it. It led by some
plantation houses. We left the road and
houses some distance to our right, as we did
not wish to alarm the dogs and set them to
harking.

" On returning to the road, we followed it
directly up the river until we had traveled
five or six miles, from Seven-mil- e Ferry. It
became evident that day-brea- k was at hand.
A safe hiding-plac- e for the day next engaged
our attention, and we halted. It was first
determined that one of our number should
go a quarter of a mile further up the road,
to see if any houses were near in that direc-

tion. Sutherland went some distance ahead,
and on returning reported none. As we had
passed but one house since falling hack from
the ferry, we judged wo wore soi;.c distnx?
from auy human habitation. The query then
arose, Shall we hide in the open woods on our
left, or in the inclosed woods on our right?
After a short parley, we concluded to secrete
ourselves in the inclosed woods. We could
then get to tho river without having tho
road to cross. Any parties of cavalrymen
that might be out scouring the country, were
also less likely to come across U3 in our re-

treat. Accordingly we crossed the rail-fenc- e,

and left it and tho road directly behind us.
We worked our way through the thickets of
brush and briers until we were fully a quar-
ter of a mile from the road, in the direction
of the river. On a spot of ground entirely
surrounded by pine-tre- es and bushes we
made our bed, and, lying down, soon fell
asleep.

SLEEPING IN THE SUNSHINE.

"The weather being quite cold in the early
morning, we waked up at sunrise, on account
of cold feet aud general discomfort of body.
Trippe got up and took a partial survey of
tho adjacent woods. He went northward,
still further from the road we had left at
day-brea- k, and found an open space Avhere

we could make our bed in the sunshine. To
this open space, which was covered over
with tall dead grass, wo moved our haver-
sacks and bedding. As we wished to rest
well during tho day, we took pains to make
a good bed. Quite a lot of dead grass and
leaves was first gathered. On the grass and
leaves we spread the four overcoats belong-

ing to our party. On the overcoats we spread
Smith's bed quilt. Our caps, haversacks, and
blouses were used as piDows, and our five
blankets were used as covering. In this
manner we usually made our bed all thrgugh
our trip, varying it, of course, according to
circumstances. Having completed our bed,
we laid ourselves down to rest, and slept
comfortably until late in the day.

" As Danville, Va.. waa within one mile of
the southern boundary of the State, aad as
we were at least thirteen miles southwest
of that place, we knew wc were in the
friendly brush and thickets of North Caro-

lina. On setting out, instead of going di-

rectly back to the road, we traveled parallel
with it for more than a mile. We then
changed our course ard went back to it,
thinking it late enough to travel on it
without meeting any one. We had gone
but a few miles on the road, and passed but
one house, when the noise of the river
assured us it was not far off. We then left
the road and sought the banks of the stream.
We crossed an old field, in which we found
much mud and water. Tho walking was
slavish and wearisome, as the wet, clayey
soil adhered to our shoes. The snow, which
had recently melted, had swollen tho
branches. We found it necessary to cross a
branch or almost go back on our trail. By
means of a fence, a water-gat- e, and some,

rails, wo succeeded in crossing it without
much difficulty. It required time and close
watching, however."

After a long and wearisome tramp through
mud and darkness the fugitives came upon
a canoe chained to the shore.

CROSSING THE DAN.
"We felt as jubilant and hopefnl as if

deliverance from all our troubles was just at
hand ; hnt, in the excitement of the mo-

ment, we did not forget to exercise caution.
It was evident the canoe had not heen used
for several days; the oar was lying in it,
frozen in the ice, which had thawed but
little ; the ice near tho middle of the canoe,


