
RURiJL TOPICS,

Soma Practical Suggestions for Our

Agricultural Readers.

Whcthtr orchards of fruit trees should be
kept plowed and pulverised, or kept in sod, ia
a frequent topic of discussion in farmors' and
fruit growers' meetings, and as each discusses
the subject from his own standpoint, the con-
clusions are generally conflicting.

Tho object in planting fruit trees is. of course,
to produce fruit. That treatment will there-
fore bo considered proper which maintains tho
trees in a healthy fruiting. condition; and
whether, in order to maintain this required
condition, it is best to cultivate the soil or best
to lay it down in grass, will altogether depend
Upon attending circumstances.

It is well known that manuring and cultiva-
ting the soil aro favorable to tho growth of
plants; both arc necessary when tho maximum
of vigor is required. It ia also equally well
known that the greatest vigor of growth
is not always combined with tho greatest pro-
ductiveness" of fruit; on tho contrary, it is an
indisputablo fact that a tree cannot display
great vigor of growth, and at tho same time
do correspondingly fruitful. Here, then, is a
principle for our guidance in determining tho
question as to whether an orchard should bo
cultivated or kept in grass sod. When trees aro
young it is well to encourage growth until they
reach a proper fruit-bearin- g size, which they
will speedily do in good soil well cultivated,
provided tho young yearly growths aro
matured. In localities or climates where tho
season of active growth is comparatively short,
ttimulating appliances cannot consistently bo
used to the samoextent that would bo perfectly
Justifiable whero a longer season would enable
even an exuberant early growth to reach ma-

turity ; this is a fact notsutlicieutly appreciated
by those who advocate the indiscriminate

cultivation of fruit orchards. There
is a well established law in vegetable physiol-
ogy which 6tates "that whatever tends to
check vigorous growth in a plant is favorable
to the production of flowers and fruit." We aro
ncting in accordance with this law when wo
find an orchard has reached a fruit-bearin- g size,
but gives no fruit, to lay it down in grass. This
is the simple method of checking heavy growths
in trees, and if, in the course of time, appear-
ances indicato the need of stimulants, manures
can be applied on the surface ; and still further,
if the trees become stunted in growth, manurial
applications can be supplemented by plowing
and cultivation; the trees may also be thor-
oughly pruned in winter, and in this way bo
again thrown into fresh vigor and frui tful health.
Thereforo it is that the question of keeping
orchards in sod or in keeping them in a state
of surface culture, depends altogether upon the
Btate of the trees, as influenced by tho nature
of the soil and conditions of climate ; always
keeping in view that the principles governing
vegetable growth are universally the same, but
that the practices to bo deduced from them will
vary according to circumstances, as partially
stated above.

TBEE EHTLTEE AS A CONSEBVATOB OT MOI5T-Uli- E.

We think that those who advocate the plant-
ing of trees on a farm in order to increase tho
rain-fa- ll on the neighboring fields make tho
mistake of supposing that trees cause rains,
where the effect of their presence, acting in a
mechanical manner, merely prevents or retards
evaporation of moisture by drying winds.
Evaporation increases in a very rapid ratio
with the velocity of tho wind, and anything
which retards the motion of the latter is very
efficacious in diminishing tho amount of tho
former. The same surface which, in a calm
Btate of the air, would cxhalo 100 parts of
moisture would yield 125 in a moderalo
breeze and 150 in a high wind. We can scarcely
form an accurate conception of tho amount of
moisture carried from tho surface of fields by
dry, scorching summer breezes, although their
continued effect is evident on vegetation. Tho
humidity that is constantly arising by evapo-
ration from the surface of fields in hot weather
is very congenial to vegetation, and its rapid
exhalation is very sensibly checked by belts of
trees or even thick hedges which stop tho
force of the winds. This kind of protection is
also serviceable in winter in preventing the
rapid escape of heat, and modifying intense
colds caused by great velocity of tho wintry
Triads.

BONE MANUHE ON DAIRY FAE3IS.

An English paper remarks that tho Cheshiro
dairy farmer,-- by free use of bone manure on
grass lands, makes his farm, which at one time,
before the application of bono manure, fed only
twenty cows, now feed forty. In that county
about three-fourt- hs of a dairy farm aro kept
in pasture, tho remainder in tillage. The
farmers commonly lay tho whole of their
made manure on tho grass land, purchasing
what may bo necessary for tho arable. The
chief improvement, besides drainage, consists
in the application of bono manure. In tho
milk of each cow, in its excretions, in tho
bones of each calf reared and sold off, a farm
parts with as much earthy phosphates of limo
as is contained in fifty pounds of bono dust.
The quantity of bones commonly applied to
these pastures is from twelve to fifteen hundred
fiounds per acre. This dressing on p;isturo

last eight years, and on mowed land
about half that time.

EOBGIIUJI MEAL.

The director of the New Jersey Agricultural
Station at New .Brunswick states that in chem-
ical composition sorghum meal is almost iden-
tical with corn meal, although in some sections
it is regarded with suspicion for feeding stock.
As an experiment, thri:o cows were given a
ration of nine pounds of sorghum meal in sub
stitution for an equal quantity of corn meal,
una a maiked decrease in tho yield of milk
occurred almost immediately, and an increase
followed tho change to corn meal again. Tho
conclusions reached aro that sorghum meal has
no injurious effect upon tho health of milch
cows, and exerts no noticeable influence on
either the taste, color, or chemical composition
of tho milk, but in digestibility it probably
fctands slightly below corn meal; for when fed

?ound for pound tho corn-me- al ration yielded
cent more milk.

CLOVEtt SICKNESS.

Dr. Sturlevant gives the opinion of Dr. Gil-

bert "that insect depredations upon clover aro
the result of ' clover sickness ; ' that is, the in-
jects are but the coucomitantofafeeblegrowth."
Tho opinion seems to be prevailing, and wo
think on true grounds, that fungus, and nttaclts
on plants by the lowest orders of insects, are
duo to a diseased condition brought on by other
causes, and that these parasites are merely a
consequence, and not tho ulterior cause, of dis-
ease. Such phenomena as the mildew on grape
leaves, cracking of the fruit of the pear, lice at
the roots of apple tree-- , and the phylloxera on
the roots of grapes, together with yellows on
the peach and tho blister of the leaves of the
latter during early summer arc all due to pre-
vious disorganization and weakened vitality
of the plant owing to conditions adverse to
health for some time previous to the external
manifestations of disease.

OSAGE OBANGE LEAVES AS FOOD FOB BILK!-WOKM- 8.

The Women's Silk Culture Association of the
United States have, it is stated, been making a
thorough test of'silk raised on the osage orange
leaves, and their manufacturers testify that the
quality of the silk is equal in all appearance to
the Italian silk. Also that they see no differ-
ence in the dying and weaving from other silk.
Osage orange is so plentiful in all parts of the
United States, the plant having long boon used
extensively as a hedge plant and being of
rapid growth, tliat many jxsrsons will be cn-tbl- ed

by it to engage in silk culture who could
not wore they obliged to depend on mulberry
for food for the worms. The hatching of the
sggs can be kept back until leaves are ready by
keeping them at a tolerably uniform tempera-
ture of from forty to fifty degrees.

WOItMS ON Al'l'tR TItEES.

Tho npplo treo tent caterpillar appears on
apple trees in early spring as toon as the leaves
expand. It makes a triangular tent in the
fork of a branch. This tent serves only as a
residence; during the warm part of tho day
the worms leave tho tent and spread over the
tree to feed. If the tent bo destroyed at such
a time the greater number of the worms will
escape. Among various methods employed to
destroy it, one of the most practicable is a wad
of cloih tied firmly to the end of along polo;
the cloth, being saturated with kerosene, is
get on fire and held under tho nest. The
proper time to use tho flro is in early morning,
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at evening, or during cold, cloudy days, as at
such times tho worms aro in their tent.

NOTES AND EXTRACTS.
A Digest of Information Collected From Various

Sources.
Something has been said about tho use of

ordinary salt as a fertilizer. One important
oflice of tho salt is to make soluble and conse-
quently useful in tho plant, the materials al-

ready locked up, as it were, in tho soil. Sup-
posing you have been putting on barnyard
manuro and other fertilizers. Some of tho
nutritivo materials, as for instauco potash and
phosphoric acid, may perhaps have been taken
up by tho soil, and remain there in a difficult
solublo condition. Furthermore, thero aro in
the soil some of theso ingredients that wero in
the original rock of which tho soil is made
up, and aro still, so to say, locked up, or, in
other words, still remain in an insoluble form
therein. Ono effect of salt, as is the case often-
times with gypsum and lime, is to set looso
that potash as phosphoric acid. You must ex-
pect, therefore, in putting on salt, that its
chief uso will be, not as a direct nutriment to
tho plant, but rather as a means of setting
other materials looso ; and salt is very useful
on this account, because it is not readily ob-

served in tho upper layers of the soil, but often
leaches through into tho layers; and it will
have tho effect of setting these materials free
all tho way down. l'rof. Aticater.

rilUNINQ to thomote kkuitfulness.
A practical gardener makes tho following

important statement : " Last year, as a test of
a frequent practice among growers of melons
and squashes, I pinched tho ends of tho long,
main shoots of melons, squashes and cucum-
bers, and left sonio to run nt their own will.
Ono squash plant sent out a single stem, reach-
ing more than forty feet, but did not bear any
fruit. Another plant was pinched until it
formed a compact mass of intermingling side
shoots eight feet square, and it boro sixteen
squashes. Tho present year, a muskmelon
plant thus pinched in, covers tho spot allotted
to it, und it has set tweuty-thre- o specimens of
fruit. Tho pinching causes many lateral
branches, which latter produce tho female or
fertile blossoms, while tho main vines produco
only tho male blossoms. Tho difference in
favor of the yield of an aero of melons treated
bv tho pinching process may easily amount to
100 barrels."

niGii cuituke.
Study not how .far plants Avill enduro poor

cultivation, but how far it will pay to carry
high culturo and fertilization ; there is a limit
in this direction. Every man's farm, every
man's circumstances and peculiar location must
becomo a personal problem, which no book, no
journal, no counsellor can solvo so well as tho
owner, yet much help and many valuablo sug-
gestions can often bo given by persons of less
capaciey or less experience. We never talked
with a man of common sense without carrying
away some thought, experience, or suggestion
that has aided us in future work. The man
who is in himself, who cares noth-
ing for tho ideas of others, and believes his
methods cannot be improved, is pain fully and
disastrously deluded. Wo need confidence in
ourselves, but it should bo tho confidence that
lays hold of what is profitablo in others' expe-
rience, and makes it available in forwarding
our own enterprises. Green's Fruit Grower.

CABBAGE CATERPILLARS.

A writer in tho Fruit Recorder makes the
statement that ono of tho neighbors planted
6ome cabbage plants among his corn whero tho
corn missed, and the butterflies did not find
them. He has therefore coino to the conclusion
that if the cabbage patch wero in the middlo of
tho corn field the butterflies would not find
them, as they fly low and like plain sailing.

POTATO CULTURE.

An Ohio correspondent tells the Cleveland
Herald that repeated experiment and long ob-

servation have satisfied him that flat culture of
potatoes not ouly requires less labor than hill-
ing, but produces heavier crops of equally good
quality, and this whether tho season bo wet
or dry.

THE BARLEY CROP.

There has been a small increase of area, en-
larging to breadth slightly above two million
acres, and an average yield has been obtained,
making a crop of not less than forty-fiv- e mil-
lion bushels, yet the simply does not suffice for
homo consumption. Though a small export
trado is carried on, the importation is larger by
millions of bushels. Tho percentage of the sup-
ply that is imported is greater than thepercent-ag- e

of any cereal product exported, wheat only
excepted.

Tho average yield per aero of barley for a
series of years has been found to bo twenty-tw- o

bushels; it was greater hi 1871, 1873, 1873, 1870,
and ISsO, and less in intervening years. It is
nearly twenty-thre- e tho present year.

California, New York, and Wisconsin furnish
moro than half the acreage, and with Iowa,
Minnesota, and Nebraska exceed three-fourth- s.

Very little is grown in the South, usually, and
tho increase the present year is very small.

It is a noticeable fact that tho only cereal of
which the United States never produces a sup-
ply for homo consumption is tho ono which
yields a higher value per acre than any other.
The average yield and value per acre for eleven
years, from 1871 to 1831, inclusive, is thus com-
paratively presented:

Yield Value
per acre, per acre.
Jlusliels.

Corn a.Ua'' 1 JV -- '

"Wheat , ,., o.,
a J arf J a -

"7 n 'i it
J lt I
IJavley " O Ifi 1.1

Buckwheat AUa X. 11 Ul

A prominent reason for tho higher value of
product per acre is the fact that the cultivation
of this grain is confined to the northern section
of the country, where tho yields of all cereals
are higher. It is grown mainly in the fertile
and improved districts of New York, tho rich
lands of tho Northwest, and in California, on
soils generally well adapted to tho crop.
From recent increase of area the breadth
having doubled in fifteen years it would ap-
pear that the effort to keep pace with con-
sumption would ultimately succeed. Tho im-
ports arc received from Canada, being grown
principally near the State of New York, in
which one-thir- d of tho beer of the country is
manufactured. This proximity to the place of

(manufacture overbalances the duty on tho
gram. Barley is nearly all transported by rail
or water, bearing charges of transportation,
while four-fifth- s of the corn and oats arc re-
quired for homo consumption. From Report of
Commissioner of Agriculture for 18G2.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Our Agricultural Kditor'N Weekly Chat With His

Itfci!i-rs- .

"Can you inform me where 1 can get seeds of
tho Morus multicaulis, or will it grow from
cuttings?" Lucy L., Richmond, Va. Ans.:
The multicaulis being only a variety of Morus
alba would not cumu true from seeds; cuttings
root readily and tho plant can thus bo propa-
gated. Tho species M. alba is now being con-
sidered tho best for silk-wor- m feeding, if that
is your object. .

"I am about to put a drain through a por-
tion of a meadow which is very wet, but I do
not know what to put in it. 1 am not informed
as to whero tiles are made; I thought of filling
it with brushwood, unless I can get something
better. Cm you suggest anything?" Farm-
ers' Son, Missouri. Ans. : We cannot ad vise in
this matter without further knowledge of re-
sources. Brush will do for a time, especially if
constantly wet. We have known old fence
rails laid in a drain to conduct water from a
spring to bo in good order after thirty years.
A good, lasting uiain can be made by clean
gravel, care being taken to screen it clean of
sand or loam ; tho mouth of tho drain will re-
quire to bo guarded from closing up by the soil
caving in on it.

" Where can T get seeds of the Ginseng plant,
and how is it cultivated?" Silcx, West Va.
Aus. : We have no information in regard to
ginseng culture; we do not know of its being
cultivated anywhere, nor of any attempts ever
having been made, neither can wo give any in-
formation about procuring seeds or plants. Its
ouly use hero is as an article to sell. We believe
that it is not used, medicinally, in this country.

In reply to the inquiries of B. F. M. we would
recommend the Gardener's Monthly, fell Ch'-stnu- t

street, Philadelphia ; the American Agriculturist,
Orange .ludd Co., New York, and the Rural
New Yorker, VA Park Row, New York. Tho last
mentioned is a weekly

Pierce's "Pleasant Purgativo Pellets" are
perfect preventives of constipation. Inclosed
in glass bottl63, always fresh. By all druggist.

WOMAN'S WORK.
a

Something About Aunt Helen Homo

Hints and Suggestions.

The summer had vanished, tho autumn, with-it- s

dreamy beauties, its royal lavish ucs3 of
color, had come and gone, and yet the most
watchful eyo had been unable to discover any
sign of life in tho square, comfortable-lookin- g

home of tho Athertons. When at last the frosts
had begun to lend crispness to tho air, and
spread a matting of gleaming crystal over tho
greenswards, boxes and trunks began to arrive
and wero deposited before tho long-watch- ed

threshold; finally, tho family carriage itself
was driven up, and one by one the occupants
wero seen to descend and pass within the heavy
door, which pitilessly closed upon many an
alert-eye- d neighbor.

The "Athertou homo was an inherited family
mansion, and was placed in tho middle of as
pretty a park as ever encircled a city residence.
The present family consisted of Mr. and Sirs.
Ashley Athertou, two silver-haire- d people,
whose bearing was always stately, but whoso
acts were full of gentleness, and whoso words
wero full of charity and kindliness. Next
caino Aunt Helen, a brown-haire- d, soft-eye- d

woman, drifting, as overy ono knew, away
from tho twenties, but how near to tho forties
no ono knew and no ono cared, for tho spring-
tide of life throbbed in her heart. Her checks
wero rounded and dimpled, and her mouth be-

tokened neither strength nor weakness in ex-

cels. Wo knew a secret about Aunt Helen.
Many a time had wo seen her, when the busy
days were over, go away to her room, sink into
tho great chair, and with still hands sit hour
alter hour, tho grave eyes having a look
in them, as though she saw into something
which other people did not, or could not see.
Beside her bed hung a little tablet, on which
was tiaced that beautiful promise: "And He
shall give his angels charge concerning thee,"
and on her writing-tabl- e lay a little testament,
worn and marked, into which sho always
looked after theso hours of silent thought.
Through theso stolen glimpses wo had learned
whero Aunt Helen gained patience and
strength for her battles in life. Next in co

among tho Athertons was Master
Theodore, familliarly known as "Tcddie," a
ruddy-face- d, fun-lovin- g boy, who mercilessly
patronized a demure littlo lady of seven named
Minelte, but by Tcddie nicknamed "Tabbie,"
,for reasons which may hereafter appear,
ltickele, a newly-importe- d Suablau girl, and
Johnston, the butler, completed tho household.

Ono evening, soou after their return, tho
family wero gathered in the library, a bright
firo glowed in tho grate, tho crimson shades
were drawn over tho lamps, and tho
family sat grouped about the table, on which
6tood a simmering tea-p- ot and a dainty after-dinn- er

tea service. All eyes were turned to-

ward Aunt Helen, whose face was lighted with
niGic than ordinary enthusiasm. By the even-
ing post thero had como to Mrs. Athertou a
letter from her favorite nieco. Ethel-Glenn- , a
bright, wholesoinff-naturc- d girl of eighteen.
Tho letter ended with this paragraph :

"And now, my dear Auntie, I havo set my
heart upon a fino project. As you know, I shall
bo mistress in tho spring of my own home.
Philip is not rich, having yet little else besides
his talents, his firm, manly character, his
courage, and his lovo for mo. But tho first
three of these may be a fortuno to a young man
if ho havo an earnest-minde- d, helpful wife.
This is what I wish to bo to Philip. I want to
become a woman such as the earlier ages knew,
a -- giver, and that not only to the poor and
needy, but to him who is soon to bo king in my
home, as he now; is in my life. How am I to
bring this about? Lately my thoughts havo
been constantly turning toward Aunt Helen,
who always seems so wise, so calm, so capable
of helping others. You must; remember the
delightful Sir Arthur Helps' Series, which wo
all once read together? Now, I have been won-
dering if Aunt Helen can bo persuaded to play
in our little circle this winter some such role
as that played by Sir Arthur among his circle
of friends; Would sho not read us a series of
papers on all subjects which could help me and
oihers in tho founding of a happy and refined
home? This would bring us into a wide and
rich field, and ono in which I think you and
Uncle would like to wander with Aunt Helen
as guide. Of you as allies, 1 am almost sure in
advance, and in order to compensate Teddio
and Tabbio for any rights which they might
lose by this plan, I will teach Tcddie all the
new games which I know, and buy Mistress
Tabbio fresh bon-bon- s every day. Tuesday I
shall be with you!

Affectionately, your niece, Ethel.
"And what is to be the return for Helen's

philanthropy?' asked Mr. Alherton, with a
glance of pride toward the quiet woman oppo-
site him.

"I am believer enough in Margaret Fuller's
motto, ' To live is lo grow,' to find my return in
the advantage that would result to me individ-
ually in tho carrying out of Ethel's plan,"
answered Aunt Helen.

"Thero is a less selfish aspect than that,"
said Mrs. Athertou, smiling. "Helen will find
her return now, as at other times, in obeying
the law : ' Do good unto others ' "

Meanwhile a low conversation had been
progressing between Teddio and Tabbie.

"ft 'ill bo scrumptious to havo Cousin Ethel
hero this winter," Tabbio was saying, as tho
oldcrs paused.

"Scrumptious! Oh, Tabbie! Tho boys in
the street s.iy that," cried Teddio.

"And that's just whero I heard it," promptly
retorted Miss Tabbio. "Tho other day when
me and nurse was walking in tho park "

Teddio groaned. "Stiyvhcii nurse and were
walking in the park, Tabbie.

"II7jch nurse and I weke walking in tho
park," repeated Tabbie, composedly smoothing
down her doll's flounces, " the big gen'lman, a
friend of nurse's, came up and walked along
with us. He often walks with us, and when
he does, nurso always gives me a paper of bon-

bons, so that I can 'inuso myself, sho says. It'3
very lovely in her, I'm sure."

"But what's that to do with scrumptious 1"
demanded Teddio.

"I'm coming to that. Well, just as I had
opened my paper of bon-bon- s, two dirty littlo
boys in ragged clothes came up to me. Nurso
was so busy talking with tho big gen'lman that
she didn't notice us. One of tho boys said, ' I
liko goodies, too, but I never get any. Wo'ro
too poor for such things. You're rich, I 'sposeV'
and the other boy kept looking at me, and then
at my bon-bon- and I felt so sorry for tho littlo
fellows that 1 gave them the whole paper and
told them where I live, and that they should
como here some day and I'd get mamma to give
them something nice. Then tho first boy
threw his cap way up in tho air, and called
out, 'Oh, you're a scrumptious las..ie!' and then
he pulled tho other boy away, and when they
got to tho corner tho same, boy threw his cap
up again, and called out, 'Three, cheers for tho
little woman in tho pretty blue hat!'"

Teddio looked grave. "I don't think, Tab-
bie," he began

"Now, you uerd'nt scold, Tcddie. T mean to
grow iij) to be, just such a woman as mamma.
I intend to like everybody, and havo everybody
to liko me. 1 am sorry for all tho ragged little
children that I se.o in tho street-;- , and I wish
that every titno I go out 1 could throw bon-
bons at them, just as the people do in tho car-
nivals. And 1 don't think that scrumptious is
such a bad word, either."

Tabbio said all this very stoutly; usually sho
stood somewhat in awo of her critical young
brother.

"The child is right," commented Mr. Ather-
tou, in a low tone to his wifo. " But," he added,
"such a heart ought to be ruled by a wise head."

A littlo later the children wero sent away,
and the elders drow nearer together to discuss
Ethel's prospects.

"What do you suppose lias set our careless
Ethel upon this train of thought?" asked Mr.
Athertou, turning toward Aunt ITelen.

"1 think that she is in part drifting with the
tide of the times, and in part moved by her
own good sense," answered tho latter.

"At all events," said Mrs. Athertou, "this
new conception of her responsibility in her
homo and in society is a noble one, and wo
must do everything in our piwer to load to its
realization. I wish that all American girls
could be made to ibel as Ethel Ecems to feel.
Only the other day I was reading an account
of the deplorable ignorance of the young men
belonging to the higher classes of Belgium, and
the moralist of that country declare that this
condition is ch'elly l. the fal-- e educa-
tion given to the Belgian women of the burlier
classes. Tho report affirms that thesj women
do not compiviu'iul what is noce.-sar- y to tho
d'gnity and elevation of man: and their hus-
bands are ignorant and aimless, liko them-
selves. Thoy cannot rear thoir aons to be true

men ; they cannot give to tho nation enlight-
ened and onergetic citizens. Whero there are
exceptions to this, the instances invariably aro
whero tho father and tho mother Eet tho exam-
ple."

"I think that I read the same article," said
Mr. Athertou, "and I liked that assertion of
M. Legouve, that among womn 'we need
neither pedants nor dolls.' That is well said.
It lui3 always seemed to mo that tho tendency
among women is toward tho one or tno other
of these extremes. If wo could do away with
our one-side- d system of education for girls, and
in its place establish one which would develop
ourdaugbters into women fitted for the kitchen,
tho nursery, the sick-roo- the library and
parlor, wo should havo that ideal Republic of
which social economists in all ages and all coun-
tries have dreamed."

"But," said Mrs. Alherton, "tho very law of
growth makes a perfect organization impos-
sible; the naturo of social requirements, also,
varies with the status of the people. I do not
think your standard for women impracticable,
but you demand a great deal of them."

"Not moro than tho Germans demand of
their countrywomen," replied Mr. Athertou.
"German women in the most ordinary ranks
of lifo aro mistresses of an extended cuisine,
speak two or moro of the modern languages,
havo such knowledge of medicine, or oftener
simple, domestic remedies, as will enablo them
to bring their children safo through tho various
ailments peculiar to childhood; they are ac-
complished needlewomen, practical lace-make- rs

and laundresses; they are musicians often ex-

cellent artists and if they but possessed tho
wit or spiriluelle qualities of French or Ameri-
can women, they would bo truly admirable."

"Tho German women might, perhaps, supply
a third term between pedant and doll," said
Mrs. Athertou, with a mischievous sparkle in
her eyes. " But we shall see what phenomenal
creature will bo shaped under Helen's train-
ing," and bidding her sifter goodnight, sho
went out, accompanied by Mr. Athertou. Aunt
Helen, in whoso mind Ethel's letter had awak-
ened many thoughts, soon went to her own
room, and a littlo whilo after tho darkened
Athertou house, surrounded by the great trees, J
appeared to tho passer-b- y liko some monstrous
object of vaguo and mysterious shape outlined
against the night-sk- y.

COLOR IN DKESS.
Last week we quoted from the Messrs. Auds-ley'- s

book on color in dress to show what shades
were best, suited to a fair blonde complexion.
The following gives an idea of what is most be-

coming to tho other type of blonde beauty:
" 'The Ruddy Blonde has a full-tone- d com-

plexion, somewhat inclining to positive rose-re- d

or carnation, with dark blue or brown eyes,
and brown hair. This typo is much subject to
an increase of color in times of exercise or ex- -

.citement. The colors described as suitable for
the fair blondo are, generally speaking, suit-
able for tho type now under consideration;
but their tones, and in some cases their hues,
must be altered. As a rule, tho ruddy blondo
may use more freedom in the selection of colors
than tho fair blondo ; her complexion not be-

ing of so delicate a nature, is less sensitive.
From the fact that tho hair peculiar to this
type is the medium between golden and black,
and that the tints of the complexion aro high
and positive, rich and moderately dark colors
in dress arc to be recommended.

"As in tho fair type, green is ono of tho best
colors for tho ruddy blonde, but hi the present
instance delicate green is not so suitable as
dark green. When tho complexion is of a
light color, and can receive moro red without
becoming overcharged, a rich full-tone- d green
may bo adopted, such as a grass or moss-gree- n,

which, although sufficiently bright to yield
color to the skin, is not a contrast powerful
enough to bleach it. In proportion as tho
complexion increases in color, a green of deeper
hue must bo selected, and progress must bo
made from tho positive to tho neutral hues,
such as 'fcage, lea, or olive greens. Deep neu-tr.- d

greens do not cast much red on tho com-
plexion, whilo they both harmonize with and
reduce its natural tints. The simple rule to bo
observed in the case of the ruddy blonde is
the paler her complexion tho brighter must bo
tho green of her dress; tho rosier it is, tho
deeper and more neutral must the green bo. A
bonnet of bright green is highly suitable to tho
ruddy blondo whoso complexion is not over-
charged with rose. When highly colored, tho
effect of tho green should bo. neutralized by tho
addition of rose, scarlet, orange, or white- flow-

ers. On the inside of tho bonnet theso colored
flowers should bo surrounded with somo gray
or semi-transpare- nt material, to prevent them
from coming in contact with the skin. On tho
outside it is advisable to uso several dead-gree- n

tint---, as autumn leaves with tho flowers, par-
ticularly if orange and scarlet ones are selected.
Rose-colore- d flowers harmonize better with

than with deadbright yellow -- green -- green
leaves.

"Hltie is advantageous to the ruddy blondo,
giving the complexion an agreeable tint. The
orange which bluecasts upon theskin is not itself
perceptible, as it unites with the rose and flesh
tints, forming a fresh and healthful color.
Blue follows the same rule as green that is, it
must bo used deeper with complexions of full
color than with those of lighter 'tints. The
best colors to associate with rich blue aro orange,
salmon and chocolate. Both white and black
harmonize well with blue. A bluo wreath or
head-dres- s suits full-tone- d brown hair well,
giving it an increase of orange, which is ono of
its constituents. Tho same coloi.. must bo
avoided by tho ruddy blonde which aro pointed
out as injurious to tho fair blonde.

"Perhaps of all colore, violet is tho most diffi-

cult to introduco into dress, its effect upon tho
complexion being so unsatisfactory. It causes
all skins to appear yellow, and none can rcceivo
that color without looking sickly and

"A considerable portion of yellow is required
to neutralize violet and reduce its powerful
elfect. A violet bonnet, trimmed in front.with
yellow, und sonio semi-transpare- nt material,
may be rendered pleasing. As violet becomes
positively lost in artificial light, it is wholly
unsuited lo be introduced in evening dress.

" Tho neutral colors aro generally suitable to
tho ruddy blonde. WUen of medium intensity,
they lcavo the natural huo of tho complexion
almost uninfluenced ; when light, they increaso
its color; when dark, they reduce it by con-

trast. Tho most agrceablo dark neutrals aro
russet, slate, gray, maroon, and all tho shades
of brown ; the most pleasing light neutrals are
gray, drab, fawn, and stouo-color.- "

FASHION NOTES.

Muffs. Among the novelties in ladies' muffs
is ono mado of dark green cloth, lined with
satin of tho same color, which projects in a
shirred frill at the ends, and trimmed with two
three-inc- h bands of gray fur. A piece of cloth
nineteen inches long and nine wide is required
to make it. Hark green satin ribbon three
inches wide is drawn through it, and tied on
the outside in a bow.

Another is a satchel muff mado of dark brown
plush and satin. A piece of plush ten iuches
wide and twenty-fou- r long is lined with a thin
layer of wadding, turned in an inch all around,
and faced with a three-inc- h bias strip of satin
at the short ends. It is then lined with satin ;

a box-pleat- frill of double satin an inch and
a half wide is set in between tho plush and lin-
ing along tho sides to two inehc3 and a half
from the ends, ami a satin pocket is let in be-

tween tho ontsido and lining at tho end, which
forms the back of tho mull' when it is folded
over. The short ends are brought together,
and the long sides aro joined whero they aro
left bare, of the frill; a satin frill is set into tho
top, which forms tho opening to the pocket,
and the mull' is gathered into a spaco of seven
inches on each side by elastic braid. A satin
ribbon bow is on the front.

KECIPES.
Kentucky Potatoes. Take raw potatoes;

peel and slice very thin; put into a pudding
dish and cover with milk; add pepper, salt
and ono teaspoon fill of flour; bako until nicely
browned ; do not put tho potatoes iuto water
after they are sliced.

Maple Walnuts. Beat tho whito'of an egg to
a slid-

- froth, stir in enough powdered sugar lo
make it liko haul frosting, dip the walnut
meats (which must havo been removed from
tho shell without breaking) in a syrup made
by boiling for two or three minutes two table-spoonfu- ls

of maple sugar in one of water, or in
this proportion. Press some of tho hard front-
ing between tho two halves of tho walnut, and
let it harden. Dates may bo prepared in this
way; also butternuts and'English walnuts.

Voice of tlie LYople.

H. V. PiEitcn, M. IX, Buffalo, N. V.:
1 had a serious dls.-a-- of the Inn-is- , and was

foratinieonfined tomybcdu'id under tho cuu
uf a physician. His prescriptions did not help
me. I grew worn-- , coughing very severely. I
commenced taking your. "Golden Medical Dis-

covery," and it cured me. Yours respectfully,
JUDITH BURNETT, Hillsdale, Mich.

PRISON EXPERIENCES,

Little Red Cap Concludes His Descrip-

tion of Life at Andcrsonville.

Cancluded.
Ono of Wirz's favorite modes of punishment

was the infamous chain gang. Tho last time I
.aw it, it consisted of twelve men. Tho chains
were arranged in the following manner: Each
man carried a sixty-fou- r p mud ball attached to
one leg, and a thiity-fuii- r pounder a inched to
the other. There were three sixty-fou-r pound
balls in all, and four men were chained to each,
while all three of the balls were chained to-

gether. In addition, an iron collar was riveted
around each man's neck, and theso rings were
connected with each other by a net-wor- k of
chains. Small chains were also attached to
the balls to enable the prisoners to life them
when they walked. Wirz generally inflicted
this punishment on prisoners who had occa-
sioned him trouble by repeated efforts to es-

cape. It was a terrible punishment. When
one of tho gang moved all wero obliged to
move, and when a new offender was added to
the gang all were forced to walk to the depot
in order to havo tho blacksmith rivet tho
chains. I can still sco the gang, tramping la-
boriously and painfully over tho burning hill-sid- o

in tho noonday sun. On one occasion a
member of the gang becamo seriously ill, and
was sent to the hospital. After his recovery
ho made an attempt to escape, but was captured
by the hounds, brought back to the stockakc,
aiid, by Wirz's orders, returned to llio chain-gan- g.

Not long afterwards, ho was again
taken sick, and when I last saw him he was
lying helpless in his chains, a pitiful spectacle,
and a cause of constant suffering to his com-
panions in the gang.

About this time I noticed one day a great
commotion at headquarters. Officers were con-

versing in whispers, and were anxious appar-
ently to prevent tho prisoners in the stockado
from suspecting that anything unusual had
occurred. Win: was as much excited as tho
rest, and sent ine over to Winder's headquarters
with a dispatch. Had 1 known at the time
that General Stoneman was so near he should
have received that dispatch instead of General
Winder. As it was, it was not until the next
noon that we learned what had happened, when
Wirz quietly told us that General Stoneman
had made a cavalry raid for the purpose of lib-orati-

the prisoners at Andcrsonville, but had
been captured with nearly his entire command,
and that we would soon havo the pleasure of
seeing the raiders brought under guard to tho
stockade. Wirz seemed lo be very much in-

censed by tho daring which the raiders had
exhibited, and made preparations to give them
a warm reception. I shall never forget the
evening when they arrived. They wero
marched, by WirzV directions, to a piece of
ground just below the depot, and wero thero
compelled to submit to the most searching ex-

amination that I have ever witnessed. The
confederate officers actually forced them lo
take off their clothing, in order to make certain
that they had not secreted anything about their
persons. They were compelled to open their
knapsacks in the presence of the guards and hand
over the contents watches, money, pocket-book- s,

combs, knives, everything, indeed, which
they poiocsed. One of them, I remember, in
his aifficty to out-w- it the rebels, dropped a
beautiful watch down the leg of his pantaloons
and carefully buried it in tho sand with his
feet. It was" afterwards found by a boy in tho
neighborhood. As soou as this examination
had been completed tho stolen goods were put
into a wheel-barro- w and carted off in the direc-
tion of Winder's headquarters. I noticed among
them several big roils of greenbacks, and as
many of the prisoners had but recently re-

ceived their bounty tho rebels doubtless mado
a rich haul.

THE FAT.I. OP ATX-MTT-

After this wo became very anxious to learn
the fate of Atlanta. For a long tinio tho only
news wo received was that which we found in
tho rebel papers. At last wo were told that
Sherman had raised tho siege and fallen back
to the Chattahoochee, and wo experienced all
the bitterness of despair. After that we heard
nothing whatever for many days. At this timo
the guards in the sentry-boxe- s around tho stock-
ade were in tho habit of calling cut the houra
and half hours to show that they were awake
and attending to their duties. Ono night,
when our anxiety to know the fate of General
Sherman's army "had reached its height, one of
the guards sang out: "Post No. 4, half-pa- st

eight o'clock, and Atlanta's gono to hell."
At tho word tho heart of every man within
hearing leaped into his mouth. The uext in-sta- ut

a ringing cheer went up from that quar-
ter of tho prison, and was all over tho
stockade. All thoughts of sleep wero banished
for tho night. Tho men gathered in groups
and spent tho evening in discussing tho situ-
ation and tho probablo effect which the fall of
Atlanta would havo upon their prospects.
Stump speeches wero mado in fomo parts of
tho stockade, and the old battlo songs wero
suug once more. The rebels themselves shared
our excitement. They were alarmed lest wo
should bo encouraged to mako an assault upon
the stockade, and tho guards remained under
arms until tho enthusiasm had died away.

When tho gates of Andersonvillo finally
swung back on their hinges, I was among tho
first who left tho prison. I had been sent back
to the stockade by old Wirz during one of his fre-

quent outbursts of anger. Ho had ordered mo to
go over to General Winder's with a message, and
as his horse was at that tinio in the general's
stables, I had been forced to mako the journey
on foot. When I returned Iro asked me why I
had not brought tho horso back with mc? I
replied that ho had not asked mo to do so,
and ho becamo so enraged at tho contradiction
that ho ordered the guard to put me back into
tho stockado immediately. The guard, how-
ever, was well-dispose- d, and permitted mo to
take my box of clothes back with me. On re-

entering tho stockado I found tho condition of
affairs wonderfully changed. With ono or two
exceptions, all the members of my company
were dead, and I was at a loss to know whero
to take up my quarters. I was acquainted,
however, with Ciiarlio Huckelby and Beverly,
who kept tho sutler's shop, and they allowed
mo to sleep there. I also had an acquaintanco
with one of tho teamsters, and 1 made an
arrangement with him by which ho agreed to
do tlio cooking, and I engaged to forage for
extra rations. I generally managed to carry
out my part of tho contract, but sometimes, in
spite of all I could do, we suffered from hunger.

FAREWELL TO ANDEUSOXVII.I.E.
TTowover, my period of imprisonment was

destined to bo brief. On the evening of tho Gth
of September, a few days aft or the fall of Atlanta,
tho rebel sergeants whoso business it was to call
tho roll, entered tho stockade, and assembling
his squad, each addressed them as follows:
" Prisoners, I am instructed by General Winder
to inform you that a joint exchango has been
agreed upon; "0.00(1 men will be exchanged
immediately at Savannah, whero your vessels
aro now waiting for you. Detachments of from
ono to ten will prepare to leave early
morning." The sensation which tiiis announce-
ment produced in the stockade was simply in-

describable. Men who had borne their suffer-
ings with at least out ward composure, gave way
to their feelings, and sang and shouted until
they wero hoarse. " God's country" once moro
loomed up beforo their ay. That which they
had so long wished for, prayed for, toiled for,
was at last at hand. It did not tako long to
make our preparations. Wo had no clothing
except the rags on our backs. It was my good
fortune lo belong lo one of the detachments
that had been notified to he ready to leave tho
stockado the next morning, and I remember
that I slept very little that night. I was think-
ing of home and friendsand of tlio tender associ-

ations to which I had so long been a stranger.
When morning broke, the gates wero opened
and wo filed out.

Wo had lived an eternity in a few brief
months, and to many it must havo seemed liko
a whola lifetime since they first passed through
tho'o gates. Indeed, wo had become so accus-

tomed to having our hopes dashed to pieces
that we could" scarcely realize that wo wero
loaviiur tho stockade forever. It wh not until
we had been drawn up in lino near Wirz's head-

quarters, and ho had said to me, "Well, Ban-so- m,

you are going homo now, and when you
get there, stay; don't go back into the war
anymore; be a good boy; good-bye,- " that my
misgivings wero finally set at rest. We entered
tin? cars, ami pounded over the old worn-ou- t

railroad in the direction of Savannah at tho
late of six or seven miles an hour. When wo
reached Savannah, hov.vver, wo iound ttiat wo
had oucc moro been deceived. Another pen
was waiting to receive us there, and it was evi-

dent that Wirz had lied to us with a purpose.
Ife wished to proyont ujj from making any at

a

tempt to escape. Little did ho think thai
within one year from that time he would bo
lying in tho Old Capitol prison at Washington
awaiting execution. His trial, it will be re-
membered, occupied three months, and termi-
nated on tho 4th of November, 1K65, after ona
hundred witnesses some of whom were still
littlo better than living skeletons had testi-
fied to his cruelties. He had turned a deaf oar
to our entreaties for mercy, yet the time camo
when this monster was himself forced to sue for
it. Four days beforo his execution ho addressed
tho following letter to President Johnson:

WIRZ'S PLEA FOR MFRCY.
"With a trembling hand, with a heart Mlltd wttk

tho most eonfiictinp; emotions, and with spirt)
hopeful one moment and despairing tho next, Ihave taken the liberty of addressing you. When tconsider your exalted position; when I think, for a
moment, that in your hand rests the weal or woe of
milions yea, the peace of the world well may Ipause to call to my aid cournse enouRh to lay before
you my humble petition. I have heard you spoken,
of as n man willing and readyatull times and under
nil circumstances to do justice, and that no man,
however humble he may lie, need fear to approach
you, and therefore I have come to tho conclusion,
that you will allow me the same privilege as id ex-
tended to hundreds and thousands of others. It is
not my desire nor intention to enter into an argu-
ment as to the merits of my case. In your hands,if F am rightly informed, are all the records and
evidences bearing upon this point. And it would
bt; presumption upon my part to say ono word
about it.

" There is only one thing that I ask, and it ia ed

in a few word: 1'nss your sentence. For
fcix weary months ' have been a prisoner; for six
months my namo has been in the mouth of every
one: by thousand I am considered a monster of
cruelty, u wretch, that ought not to pollute tho
earth any longer. Truly, when I pass in my mind
over the testimony given, I sometimes almost douba
my own existence; I doubt that I am the Captain
Wirz spoken of; I doubt that such a man ever
livd, Mich a he is aid to be: and I am inclined to
call on the mountain to fall upon and bury mc and.
my shame. Hut. oh, Sir, while I wring my handj
in mut and hopeless despair, there speaks a small
but unmistakable voice within ine that says: 'Con-
sole thyself, thou knowest thy innocence," fear not;
if men hold thec guilty Ood doea not, and anew
life will pervade your being.' Such lias been tho
state of my mind for weeks anil months, and no
punishment that human ingenuity can inflict could
incrce.-i- my distress. The Kings of death are short,
and therefore I humbly pray that you will pass
your sentence without df lay. Oiv. me death or
liberty. The one I do not fear, the other I crave. Ifyou believe me guilty of tho terrible charges that
have been heaped upon me. deliver me to the exe-
cutioner. If isot guilty in your estimation, restore
me lo liberty and life. A life such as I am now liv-
ing is no life. I breathe, sleep, eat, but it is only
the mechanical functions I perform and nothing
more. Whatever you decide 1 shail accept. If con-
demned to death. I shall sutler wis liotit a murmur ;
if restored to liberty, I will thank and bleo3 you
for it.

" I would not convey the idea to your mind, Mr.
President, that leSurt death. I.ifeisswcet; however
lowly or humble man's station may be. ho clings to
life. Ilissoul islilied with awe when he contemplates
the future, the unknown land where the judgment
is, before which he will have to give an account of
his words, thoughts, and deeds. Well may I re-
member, too, that I havo erred like nil other human
lK-:n- Hut of tho.--o things for which I may, per-
haps, suffer a violent death I am not guilty, and
God judge me.

" I have said all that I wished to say. Escuse my
boldness in addressing you, but I could uot help it.
I cannot bear this suspense much longer. May God
bless you, and be with you. Your task is a great
and fearful one. In life or death I shall pray for
you, and fur tho prosperity of the country in which
J have passed some of my happiest as well ca dark-e-at

days."
Ifly story is dono. Wo wero confined at Sa-

vannah for somo weeks, and then sent to
Charleston, whence, after being kept under flrb
for some days, wo were sent north again to
Libbv prison, Richmond, and it wa3 there, on
tho 19th of October, 1864, that I was at last
"exchanged," and bade farewell forever to tho
horrors of southern prison pen3.

Ransom T. Powaai.
Washington, D. C.

The Six Raiders.
To tho Editor National Teibune :

Allow me to correct a misstatement in youx
issue of December 7th, in regard to the "raid-
ers " who wero hanged at Anderaonville. I waa
there, and iu a situation to know, and I have
their description, taken at the time. It is as
follows : William Collins, company D, Eighty-oight- h

Pernsylvania; Pat Delaney, company
I, Eighty-thir- d Pennsylvania; John Hawley,
company I, Seventy-sixt- h New York ; Terrenca
Sullivan, company H, Fourth New York ; Pali
McDonald, U. S, Navy; Jerry Muir, gunboat!
Water-Witc- h.

Rob't P. MoBj
Jabselis Valley, W. Va.

From Another Eye-Witne-

To tho Editor National Teibune:
I notice in your issue of December 14Js &

account of the hanging of tho aix raiders at
Anderaonville, which is not correct. I was an
eye-witne- ss of tho hanging, and remember well
the one who broke away; I was one of tho
three that brought him back. Now, your his-
torian thinks tho man farthest from the gata
broke hi3 rope, but ho is mistaken. Mosby, tho'
leader of the raiders, was tho ono next the gate.

Yours, respectfully, in R, C, and L.,
T. H. Geoye,

Corp. Co. D., 72d O. V. V.-X- .

" TSS A WEBEL."
A Good Story of which General Heads is the Htrt.

.From tho Sashville American
When in command of Atlanta, Gen. Meada'

wa3 quite popular, and visited the highest cir-
cles of Southern society, and waa a particularly
welcome guest at tho house of Dr. Lawsche'3
parents. A bright, prattling littlo girl f five
years, of a reighboriug family, under the in-llue-

of her old nurso, had imbibed a mortal
fear and hatred of tho " terrible Yankee." One
evening at a social gathering a young lady pre-
sent, in a spirit of mischief asked tho enfant
terrible: " What aro you?" " I'se a webel," wa3
the quick reply. " Well, who's a Yank?" wa3
the next question : ami before any ono could
interpose tho child answered, "Old Mead."
Tho good-nature- d General laughed heartily at
this, aud, taking tho child on his lap for she
was very fond of him told her that ho wad
" Old Mead." The child, looking iuto his face,
in an incredulous voico asked: "Is you 'Old
Mead?'" "I'm 'Old Mead:"' Then followed
a succession of screams as tho child struggled
to release herself, whilo the General was con-

vulsed with laughter. Standing in tho middlo
of tho room, and looking tho General straight
in tho face, her little form quivering with anger
and excitement, she stamped her feet and said:
" I hate you, ' Old Meade,' I hato you!" Every
ouo present savo tho gallant soldier felt deeply
mortified. Ho never failed to inquire after hia
little enemy, and would send her presents. Sho
would meet him on tho streets afterwards, buc
could never be induced to address him other than
" How do you do, Old Meade ?'' Finally tho
little one's "prejudice wore away, and, meeting
tho soldier one day, in a meek voice, scarcely
audible, Hiluted him, "How do you do, Gen-

eral ?" " No, no," said Meade, turning quickly,
"I'm not Geueral Meade. I'm only 'Old
Meado!" They ovontually becamo very warm
friends.

A Girl with Ideas.
From the V. 1". Sun.

Mrs. McDonald broke her legs so badly whilo
alono in her house at Mineral Point, Wis., that
she could not mako her way out. She lay help-

less for a whole cay, aud had a prospect of
rtarving when a n:gh bar's dog strayed in. She
caught him, tied a note to kis tail, and sonthim .

home, lie brought assistance. .

jlailo New Asjain."
Mrs. Wit. D. 1:yckma.v. St. Catherines, Ont.

says: "11. V. Tierce, Buffalo, X. Y. I have
used vour 'Favorito Prescription,' 'Golden
Medical Discovery,' and 'Pleasant Purgativo
Pellets,' for the last threo months and lind my-

self (what shall I say) 'made new again' aro
the only words that express it. I was reduced
to a skeleton, could not walk across tho floor
without fainting, could keep nothing in tha
fhapo of food on my stomach. Myself and
friends had given up all hope, my immediata
death seemed certain. I now livo (to the sur-

prise of everybody) and am ablo to do my ow
work."

A Virginia preacher, who bought his buttar
from his brother Paul, sent for a fresh supply
for his Sunday dinner and was in tho midst of
his sermon when his negro servant returned
and took his seaf in tho church. Tho preacher
had eloquently related what Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John had said iu relation to tho
subject matter of his text, and ho then said, ia
thundering tones: "And what does Paul say?"
Tho negro, thinking tho question addressed to
him replied, in tho hearing of tho whole con-

gregation: "Marso Paul says us how you can't!
get' any moro butter till you'vo paid or dafi
you got last week."

Another scandal exploded : " They say Smith
and his wife do not get along well together:
is that true '" asked Brown. " Not a bit of it,"
replied Fcgg; "they're never togother."--5oj-t- on

Transcript.


