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FATE OF & MONSTER.

Arrest, Trial, and Execuiion of Com-
mandant Wirz, of Andersonville.

—_—— e —

The story of the arpest, trial and execution
of Commapdant Wirz, the monster of Anderson-
ville, is a striking illustration of the truth of

according to the terms of the surrender of the
rebel General Johnston, under whose command
he was serving at the time, it was agreed that
all officers and men should be permitted to re-
turn to their homes, not to be disturbed by the
United States authorities so long as they ob-
served their obligations and the laws in force
where they resided. 2d. That be should not

be held to trial. or In custody, becanse, at the |

time of his arrest he was in the enjoyment of
his liberty, and was promised by Captain Noyes,
of Major-General Wilson's staff, that he shonld
not be held as a prisoner, but that after giving
such verbal information to General Wilson as

the old adage that *justice travels with = |
Jeaden heel, but strikes with an iron hand."” |
The man whe gloried in his power to torture
his fellow-men, and took a fiendish delight in
their sufferings, was destined to fecl the pangs
of captivity hinmself and expiate his crime upon
the gallows. }

The circumstances of his arrest were as fol-
lows : The military convention between Sher-
mun aud Johnston having been signed April
96, 1265, and the rebellion beiug virtually atan
end, Wirz, who was still in command ai Ander- |
801 % E!iqj' ]-o';"_lt!lt- ]JIw' M Thi'il:l]
salety, and addressed the following letter to
Muior-General Wilson, which was delivered to '
him at his headyunarters at Macon by a Union
oflicer, who had been detailed to visit the stock-
ade:

solicitous for

Axnrsoxvini e, Ga., May 7, 18965,

Gexerar: I is with great reluctance that 1 ad-
dress vou these lines, being fully aware how little
tirne s lefl von to stiend to such masters as 1 now |
have thie honor to Iny before A\'lil\,‘-"l'i if 1 could see |
any ofber way to accomplish my ohject | would not
fntrude upon vou. 1 am s native of Switzerland, |
and was before 1he war a citizen of Louisinina, tind
by profession & physician Like hundrds and
thousunds of otlers, T was cwried nwny Iy the
muclstrom of excitement and joined the southern
army, 1 owas very serionsly wounded at the battle
of “<even Pines." near Richmond, Va, and Too
near!y Jost the nee of my rght arm. Unidit for feld
duiv., | was ordernsd to report 1o
Goenernl Johim M. Windoer, in charg
oners of war, who ordered me (o tal
prisoy i Tusendoosn, Aln. My h
applicd for a furlough and went
whoenoe I returned in February, 1953
orered to report to Lhe oam b
Pri=in nt Andersonville, Ga,., who § 13
1! pommnand of the terfor of th ¥
duties [ had 1o perform were arduous and unpleas-
ant, and 1 am satislied that no man can or will jus<tly

R T 1.'.\]-{» nued here, and \\'l.h'i‘[ |
1 do not think |

-—

e e for thange
were beyvond my power Lo contraol

that 1 onghit to be held vesponsible for the shortness
of rations, for the overcrowided state of the prison,
{which was of itself n pro®fic souree of fearful mor-
tal for the inadequate supplivsof clothing, want
of shelter, &e., &c. =till I now bear the odium, and
men who were prisaners have seemed disposed to |
wrenk their vengennee upon me for what they have
suffered—I, who was anly the medium, or, I may
better say, the tool in the hands of my superiors.

Thix i« my ocondition. 1 am a man with a family. |
Jost all my property when the Federal army be-
sloged Vicksbhurg., 1 have no money ot present to
go 1o any ploce, s, even if 1 had, T know of no
place where I can go. My life is in danger, and 1
mod respectfully ssk of vou help and relief. If
you will be so generous ps to give me some sort of
a sale-conducl, or, what 1 should greatly prefer, a
ruard 1o protect mysell and family sgminst violence,
i-'-"-'-i'--'! be thankfnl 1o you; and you may rest as-
sured that vour proteciton will not be given to one
who is unworthy of it. My intention s to return
with oy family to Europe as soon s 1 can make
the wrrnnges s In the meantime 1 have the
honor, General, PeTIin,
Very respeotfully, your obedient servant,
Hy. Winz,
Captain C. S8, A,
Mujor-General J. H. Wnisox, U, 8, A
Commanding, Macon, Ga.

THE FTORY OF THE ARREEST.

To this letter General Wilson made no reply;
for, having learned from Capiain Henry C.
Noves—who had passed throngh Andersonville
about the first of May while on his wav to
notily the Umnion at Eufaula, Ala., that
the military convention had been repudisted I

forees

at Washington—that Wirz was requiring the |
prisoners to sign pareles prior to setting them
at liberty, ordered the captain to arrest him and
bring him to Macon. In pursnance of this
order Captain Noyes proeecded the next day
about the 6th of May) to Andersonville with a
party of men to effeet the arrest. We give the
story of what followed as he related it subse-
gquently when summoned as a witness before
the wilitary eommission which tried the pris-
oner:

The immediate ciroumstances of Caplain Wirz's
srrest woere these: 1 went to his house and saw him
there o the family woere sbout him, that is, his wife
and two daughters, 11 is u very hard thing to take
& man from his family, and particularly so in that
oase, 4= Mrs. Wirz and one of the daughters at least
wore orving and having considerable trouble. To
pacily them, and to do the thing as quictly as I
ecould, 1 1old Mrs. Wirz, and also told the eaptain,
that incy necd nol-distress themselves at all ; that
on his arrival at Macon, if General Wilson was sat-
f=fied 11t he had done no more than his duty, and
bad simnply acted in sccordance with his orders, he
would probably be released.  That was the sum and
substance of the conversation. General Wilson did
pot diredd me to make any promise to the prisoner,
or to rive him any safe-conduct, and 1 do not oun-
sider that 1 did.

He was conveyed to Macon under guard, and re-
mained there under guards he was not on parole at
all. | have no doubt that my conversation might
have been construed, by those who were very anx-
lous that it should be so, into s promise that he
would be returned ; but 1 had no doubt in my mind
that General Wilson would hold him as a prisoner,
| intenderd to convey him no mi=e of safe retinn,
but merely intended to pacify his family and him-
gell; he was very much excited. These are all the
eircumstances which 1 remember, particalarly con-
pected with the arrest.

e remnpined onder our headguarter guard until
about the 3nh of May, when I was o =l to con-
vey him to Washington, with all the Andersonville
records, including (he hospital records, which Gen-
ernl Wilson hsd sent an officer for, and the flags
whicl: General Wilson had captured in his cam-

ign through Alabama and Georgia. [ had trou-

le ull the way till we came north of the Ohio river,
on acoount of otur men who had boen at Andesgon-
wille recognizing the prisoner. 1 have read in the
newspapers that 1 endangered my life to protect
him. There is a misconeeption om that point, but 1
do not think the prisoner could have gol here alive
if there had pot been an officer in charge of the

pariv. At Chattancoga, where | was stopping tem-
porariy, 1 sent him to the lmq prison 1o be taken
ware of, as 1 knew that outside of thut be would col-
Joort & et orowd. He hind on l.'u'-ld, fair-look myg
Confidernsde clothes and a hat, and was pretty de- |
contly dressed penerally. Wheg I saw him aguin

J bardly knew him ; all his clothes were stripped |
off Hiim; he had only 2 part of his hat, no coat, a
very dirty shirt, & portion of & pair of pauts pretty |
badly tom, snd shoes, Whenever 1 ot him where |
there were any of our soldiers 1 Lad to hurry him |
off and get him under astrong guard in onder to |
gave b, I bad trouble in getting him on board
the bost a2 Nashville. [ think that but for the l
guard 1 had, and my personal presence, Whey would If
heve talken bold of him there, and if they had got |
hold of him I do not suppose he would ever have |
reschod Washington, e was aflerwards dis- |
et L '1
& At Loulsville he still hiad hix extremely dilupi- |
dated pppenranee, which, if there was nothiing else, |
would heve sttracted altention. He sad that he
hae! corae friends there, Between those friends and
miyscli we sucoesded in gedting a complete suit of
black snda beaver hat.  He bad also his face shaved
clenn, which entirely altered his appearanee, so
much =0 that we were not troubled at all after that.
1 do not think he was recognizsed alter that, although
& good many soldiers must have seen bim, particu-
larly st Cincinnati.

ARBRAIGNED FOR TRIAL.

On his arrival in Washington Wirz was con-
fined in the Old Capitol prison, and on the 23d
of August following, a military commission was
convened for his trial. The detail was as fol-
lows:

Major-Genernl 1. Wallsce, 17, S vola,

Brevel Maior-Gieneral G. Mouw, U, 8. vola,

BErevet Major-General J. W, Geury, U. 8. vols,

Hrevel Mayjor-General L. Thomas, Adj't-General
U.S Army

Brigwdier-Genvral Franoes Fessenden, U S, vols,

| and sentenced

he was able, he should have a safe-conduct to
his home, which promise was violated. 3d.

| That the cornmission had no jurisdiction to try

him for the offences charged ; also, that he had

| been on the 21st of Augnst arraigned and put

on trial before the same tribunal on the same
charges, and could not be tried or *put to an-
swer ' a second time therefor. Also, that the
charges and specifieations were too vague and
indefinite, and did not make out an ofience
punishable by the laws of war.

All these pleas were disenssed at length on
both sides, and were, after Geliberation, prop-
erly overruled by the commission,

A plea of “not guilty” to both charges and
specificatious thercto was then muade by the
Pprisoiier,

The investi of matterss alleged

eation the

| agninst the prisoner then commeneced, and con-

tinued putil the 21st day of October, during
which time 14= witnesses for the proscention
and defence were examined, and a large amount
of documentary evidence found tn the ofticial
papoers capitured st Andersonville,

the rebel archives at Richmond, was intro-
duced,

One of the counse] for the defence then asked
for an adjournwent of two weeks at least to
enable hin to prepars an argamont

The commission first decided 10 ad ourn ten
days, and vpon his furthoer ithm, twelve
davs, for this purpese.  He, however, declared
that it was insutlicient ti siid  thercupon
a d th ' 1 & I the o *\\.i'l—
Mt retuark Aler an adjourn cnt of four
duvs, nn «( labar - td ol ¢ prisoncr
" ubn el W i T by him,
with the ald of su all the chief
reporter of ti liwhic 0 r the whols
case in explanation of certain acts averred, aud
in denial of the proof or truth of all the others.

The clesing address of the jndge advocate
immediatelv followed ; and thercaftor the conrt,
having maturely copsidered the evidence ad-
duced, fonnd the prisoner guilty of both charges,
after slight amendments of the specifications,
him to be hanged at such time
and place as the President might direct.

A REVIEW OF THE TRIAL.

In his report to the War Department, dated
October 31, Judge Advocate General Holt says:

Language fails in an attempt to denounce, even
in faint terms, the digbolical combination for the
destruction and death, by eruel and fiendishly in-
genious processes, of helpless prisoners of war who
might fnll into their hands, which this record shows
wiis plotted and deliberstely entered upon, and, as
far as time permitted, accomplished by the rebel
authorities and their brutal unnl!r-r!i:u.,'\ al Anderson-
ville prison. Criminal history presents no parallel
1o this monstrous conspirney, and from the whole
entalogue of infamous devices within reach of hu-
man bands, a system for the murder of men more
revolting in its details could not have been planned.,
TUpon the heads of those named by the court in its
findings the guilt of this immeasurable corime is
fixed, n guilt so fearfully Dlack and horrible that
the civilized world must be appalled by the
spectacle,

He then proceeds to review the evidence sup-
porting the second charge—willful murder—

| and says:

The testimony supporting the first specification

| 18 that of Felix de la Haume, a Union soldier, who

states that on or about the Sth of July, 1564, he was
one of a detachment of prisoners taken 1o Wirz's
headguarters, to be enrolled, before being sent into
pri=on; that one of his comrades was attacked with
epilepsy, and some of his companions, by permis-
sion of the guard, ran to the creek for water; that
he, the witness, heard a shot fired, and, on turning,
saw Wirz fire two more, wounding two prisoners,
one of whom the witness never saw nor beard of
Afterwards ; and the othier of whom he saw carried
up to Wirz's hendguarters, in s dying condition, the
wound being in the Lreast,

There is also the testimony of George Conway,
who steles that on or about the 11th of July, 1864,
be saw Wirz shoot a Union prisoner within the
stockade as he was stooping to pick up his cup,
which had fallen under the dead-line, and that the
man died almost instantly.

Which of these two cases (either being, it is con-
ceived, sufficient to sustain the allegation) the court
relied on, does not, of course, appear.

In support of the second specification, Martin E,
Hogun testifies that sometime in September, when
the prisoners were being removed from Anderson-
ville to Millen, he saw Wirz take a prisoner, who
was worn out with hunger and disease, by the ocont-
collur, and, because e could not walk fuster, wrench
him back and stamp upon him with his boots; thinst
the man was borne past him { witness) bleeding from
his mouth and nose, and died in a short time,

The third specification is supported by the testi-
mony of George W. Gray, who states that about
the middle of Sepiember, 1864, he and a comrude
named Willinm Stewart, o private belonging to a
Minnesota regiment, went out of the stockade, in
clwirge of a 1o carry a dead body, and that
after Inying it in the dend-house th v wera on Lheir
way back to the stockade, when Wirz rode up to
them and asked, “ by what authorily they were
out there;” that Stewart replied “they were oul
there by proper authority ;"' whereupon Wirz drew
his revolver and shot Stewart, the baill taking effect
in his breast and killing him instantly ; sod that
the guard then took from ki= body some twenty or
thirty dollars, which Wirz recvived and rode nway,

Further evidence in regurd to Wirz killing certain
prisoners was presented, but the dates given by the
witnesses show the murders to have been other
than those alleged in the specifications. They will
be referred to as illustrating the character of the
prisoner, and establishing s frequency and repitition
of like crimes,

James H. Davidson testified that in April, as he
remembered, Wirz came into the stockade one day,
and a lwne man went up to him and asked him a
question, whercupon Wirz “turned round "’ and shot
him, and be died.

Thomus C, Alooke states that one day (the witness
seems 1o have no know ledge or red ollection of dates)
Wirz canme into the stockade, and & man ssked of
him permission to go out and get some fresh air;
thint Wirz asked him what he meant, and that after
a few more words hiwd passed between them Wirz
“acherled around. pualled oot & revolver and shot
him down, the ball wking
death occurring about three hours afterwards, It
also appears by thi= witsiess, that when he remon-
straten], Wirz told him be had “ better look out, or he
would be putin the same place,” and that soon after
Wirz came in with 4 gusrd and put him in irons,

Hugh R Snee testified thal some time in Septem-
ber, 1864, a party ol Union prisoners were to be ex-
chumged under an armagement between General
Sherman and the rebel Hood; that they were taken
from the stockade after dark, as the heat in the day
wius 50 great that the men would have fainted ; that
none bul able-bodied men were selecled, it being
stated when they were ealled out that any one who
could not walk eighteen miles a day wounld be shot ;
that notwithstanding this, the meu were so anxions
to escape imprisonment that some too weak to per-
form the day's truvel caumne out.  The witness states
that three, who belonged to some western regi-
ments, were able to go but & short distanee before
they fainted and fell out of the ranks, and were
pushed one side by the guard; that thereupon a
man ran back, and speaking in a voice he thought
al the time to be thal of Captoin Wirz, wanted to know
why they were there; that they replied they wished
ta get outof prison ; whereupon this man said, “I'l)
hieip you out, God damn you." Witness then heard
six pistol shots followed by a cry as if some one
was hurt, * and immediately after a rebel lieutenant
came past, remarking that it wass brutalact;” *that
one of them was desd.” sud when asked ** who did
it "' replied, “'the coplain.”

THE DEFENCE,

The most prominent features of the defence under
this second charge will now be considered :
An attempt was made to prove that during the

Brigadier-Genomd K. S, Bragg, U. S, vola,
Broevet Brigadier-General John P, Ballier, eolo-

npel Ninety-eighth Pa. vols
Hrevat Colonel T, Alleock, lieutenant - enlonel
Fourihi New York art's !
Livutenant-colonel J. H, Stibbs, Twelfth Iowa |
Yisis |
Colomel N, P. Chipman, additicnaal aid-de-camp, |
Sudge advooste of the comim ssion, with such jesist-
ants s he may w A the approval of Lhe |
Judge Advocale Guoneral, J |
| ommiission will a8 without regard to hours,
By order of the resident of the United Stales :
E D Towxskxn,
Assistant Adjutant General,
The prisoncr was arraigned on two charges,
to wit
Charge 1. Maliciously, willfully, and tmitoronsly,
eud it wid of the then existing armed robellion
ngainst the United States of Anieerion, on orabout the
Ist day of March, A, D, 1864, and on divers othier
davs botween that day and the I0th d.ﬁ)’ of ,-\:;l'll'
NG5, combining, confederating, and conspiring to-

ciner with Joh H, Winder, Richard B. Winder,
S--.-- ph White, W, 5 Winder, B. R Stevenson, and
others unknown, 10 injure the health and destroy
the | of solidivrs w the military servioe of he
Uniiten] =t ates, then hield und ln'lla[.: prl.m::'ll'r‘hof wWur
within the Iines of the so-called Confederute States
e in the military prisons thervof, Lo the end that
the srmies of the United States might be weakened
aud opaired: in violation of the laws and customs
(af Wl

Churge 2—Murder, in violation of the laws and
custons of war,

{ter the reading of the charges the prison-
er's counsel, Messrs. Hughes and Peck, with-
drew from the case, and an adjournment was
ordered uvutil the following day, when their
places were supplied by Messrs. Louis Schade
and O. .. Baker, and the trial proceeded,

THE PRISONER'S PLEA.
Unon being arraigned, the prisoner’s connsel
subnaitted the following pleas: 1st. That he
Oilg‘;ii not to be held or trllfd. for RDY cause, by

| the prisoner was sick and confined to his

whaole of August and parts of July and .‘Tu-lpu-mlmr

wd, and
could not have comumitted the crimes charged to
him in those months, In his statement to the court,
however, he made no reference to his absence—
doubtiess for the reason that the testimony was of
too general and joose a charsder Lo set up &8 con-
trsdlitory to the explicit statements of numerous

| witnesses as (o the dates when the erimes recorded |

in the finding were committed, corroborated, as
those statements were, by official papers, bearing
his signature, showing that at different times during
those monihs he was in the performance of his
ordinary functions as commandunt of the prison,

It wis claimed tlut deaths resulting from the use
of dogs, in the capture of esouped prisoners, were
not erimes fustenusd upon Wirz, he not being _pres-
ent at the pursuit and therefore not responsible,
But it nppears to ave been the fact that this use of
dogs was under Wirz's special direction; that the
pursuit of prisoncrs was in many instances initiated
under his innoediate Ht'ih-!'ﬂ.nlu N SUNE Cuses cip-
tures were made under his 'u-mma] supervision, It
wius nlso cloarly proved that s part of each pack
were lerocious dogs, dengerous 1o life, so as to make
it probable that the men on whose track they were
sent would be killed. A man overtuken by these
beasts, and desiring to surrender, could not, by
ocoming to astand, save his life; the instint of the
dogs was for human blood, and to surrender to
| thean was death, A most shocking illustration will
be given., Two soldiers had escaped, bul were over-
taken; the party who captured them returned with
but one, (who was so mangied that he died,) and
the chief of the |i:u1y known as Turner, exulted in
accounting for the other, stating that they allowed
the dogs 1o tear him in pieces, and left him in the
woods,

As applying to the guestion of eriminal responsi-
bility involved in this class of homicides, the judge
ndvocale referred the court to the well-settled prin-
ciple of law, that it is not essential that the hand of
the party should be the immediate vecnsion of the
death, but that if it be shown thut means were used
likely to occasion death, and which did so socasion
it, the party using such meaus is to be held respon-
sible for the consequences,

There is but one of this elass of homicides which
enters into the findings of “guilty ™ under this

the Goyvernment of the United States, because,

charge. A discussion of the legal points involved
is celved to be needless, inusmuch as the charge

effet in his breast, and |

| manong which is the often-declared animps of the

| third class, the prisoner makes no special defenee,

and among |

is sustained by a eonviction on nine other distinct
allegations of murder.

UNLAWFUL TUNISHMENTS,

As to the deaths resulting from the use of stocks
and chain-gangs, the defence urged that the men
were placed therein for the purposes of discipline ;
that they were commonly used for such purposes,
and that their use at this place was attributed to
those higher in authority than Wirz, to whose or-
ders he was subject.  Upon this point it is to be ob-
served that prisoners were puf in these instruments
of torture as punishment for having escaped, or
having made attempts to escape from their caplors,
which attempts, whether suceessful or not, it was
their right and duty as Yri.-'-utu-rz- of war to minke,
Any punishment inflicted upon them, therelore, by
their captors, was a violation of the Liws of war,
aid deaths resulting from such unlsw il punish-
ment are murders,  This would be the jmdgment of
the law apart from some of the peculinr circams-
slanoees \\'ihivh surround these erimes, and which so
decidedly indicate their true chameter, promineot

prisoner, showing conclusively that in these and
kindred barbarities he was deliberately seeking to
snerifive the lives of his victims, It was shown that
these stocks and chain-gangs were under Wirz's
impedinte and direet control; that he exereised
full anthority in committing prisoners to both,
While it may be and probably is the fact that his
action in this matter was sanctionsd by the rebel |
Winder when he was on duty at that place, it does
not relieve the prisoner of responsibility for the
rosult

lelnting to the three homicides embraced in the

except s to the killing of the man knowan as Chick-
amatga.  He urges, in his final statement, that his
order to the guard to shoot this man was only in-
tended as a menace. Tt is clear, however, from the
testimony, that his order in this ease, as in the oth-
ers, wius peremplory, and, according to his own
version, it was not a commmand that could be con-
strued by any subordinate as merely s menuce ;
moreover, it was distinetly proved to have been
necompanied by o threat that he would shoot the
guard if the guard did not shoot this crippled sol-
dier. He states further, nnd it is so found by the
record, that this poor man desired to be killed, it
wonld seem, because he was suspected by his com-
rades of having given information to the prison-
kovpers of some attempts of prisoners 10 éseape
from the stockade. This fact, however, in no doe-
prev pallintes his murderous gailt.

Of the homicides embraced in the fourth claks
Mhose committed directly by his own hands) the
prisoner s stitlement notices but one, that of =tese-
art, sworn to by the witness Gray. It is asserted
that the testimony of this witness is a pure fubrica-
tion, There is nothing found in the examination
of the record which easts a doubt on his veraeity,
and the court seem 1o have discovored nothing in
his manner on the stand to raise Jhe question of his
credibality,

As Lo nll these mses not heretofore specially men-
tioned, the defence insists that the allegntions wore
too vagne and indofinite, and that the testimony is
insuflicient to sustain them, and also that it is nlto-
gethor improbable that such munders could have
been committed without comming to the knowledge
o vitrious witnesses, whio stated that they had never
heard of such erimes at Andersopville, No evidence
being submitted which contradiots the concurrent
and explicit statements of the witnesses who giave
positive testimony of their perpetration, these mur-
ders are fastened to Wire's hands,

Muny points were mised by both sides relating to
the admission of evidence as the trial progressed.,
These were fully debated st the time. No discns-
sion of them here is deemed necessary, it not being
found thut competent proof material to the prison-
er's defence on the spedifie offences of which the
court pronounced him guilty was excluded,

Much lutitude seems to have been given him. He

wins allowed to show special aects of kinduess to
wrisoners, and to introduce declarntions mude by
[nm.-{-lf in explanation of his acts. Letters and
official reports, and oral testimony of his personal
efforts, offered as indicating his intercst i, and a
care for, the comfort of the prisoners, were also
admitted. It is shown that every witness askod for
by the defence was subpanaed, except ceriain rebel
functionaries, who, for reasons stated ut the time,
did not appear on the stand. But the judge advo-
cate proposed thatif the counsel for the defence
would set forth, according to the common rule by
aftidavit, what he expected and hod reason (o hebicve
any witness who did not so nppear wonld testify, it
would be admitted of record that such witness
would so testify., This proposition was nol ae-
cepted.  One hundred and six withesses were sub-
pomnaed for the defence, of whom sixty-cizhs re-
ported; but thirty-nine of these, many of them
soldiers of our army. and sufferers at Anderson-
ville, were discharged by the prizsoner’'s counsel
without being put upon the stund.

A review of the proceedings leads to the opin-
ion that no prejudice to the legnl rights of the pris-
oner ean be specessfully clnimed to have resulted
from any decizion which excluded testimony he
desired to introduce. The trial is believed to huve
been conducted in accordance with the regnlations
governing military courts, and the record presents
no error which can be held to invalidate the pro-
ceedings,

THE HORRORS OF ANDERSONVILLE LATD BARE,

The annals of our race present nowhere and at no
time a darker field of crime than that of Anderson-
ville, and it is fortunate for the interests alike of
publie justice and of historic truth, that from this
field the veil has been so fuithfully and so completely
hifted. All the horrors of this pandemonimm of the
rebellion are laid bare to us in the brooud, steady
light of the testimony of some 150 witnesses, who
spoke what they had seen and hieard and sutfered,
and whose evidence, given under osth and sub-
jeoted to cross-examination, and to every other test
which human experience has devised for Lhe ascer-
tainment of truth, must be accepted as affording an
immovable foundatiou “for the sentence pro-
nounced.

The proof under the second charge shows that
some of our soldiers, for mere attempts to escape
from their oppressers, were given to ferocious de
to be torn in pieces; that others were confined in
stocks and chxins till life yielded to the torture, and
that others were wantonly shot down at Wirz's bid-
ding or by his own haud. Here in the presence of
these pitiless murders of unarmed and helpless
men, 8o distinetly alleged and proved, justice might
well clain: the prisoner’s life. There remain, how-
ever, to be contemplated crimes yet more revolting,
for which he and his co-conspirators must be held
responsible. The Andersonville prison records
{mndde exhibits in this ense) contain a roster of over
thirteen thousand (13,000) dead, buried naked,
muimed, and putrid, in one vast sepulchre. OF
these, s surgeon of Lthe rebel army who was on duty
ut this prison, testifies that at teast three-fonrths
died of the trenstment inflicted on them while in
confinement ; and a surgeon of our own army, who
was g prisoner there, states that four-fifths died from
this cause. Under this preof, which has not been
assailed, nearly 10,000, if not moere, of these deaths
must be charged directly to the secount of Wirz
snd his associates, This widespread sacrifice of
life was not made saddenly or under the influence
of wild, ungovernable pussion, but was sccom-
plished slowly and deliberately, by packing up-
wards of 30,00 men, like cattle, in a fetid pen—a g
mere eesspool, there to die for need of air to breathe,
for want of ground on which to lie, from lack of
shelter from sun and rain, and from the slow, ago-
nizing processes of starvation; when sir and space
and shelter and food were all within the ready gift
of their tormentors. This work of death seems to
have have been a saturnalia of enjoyment for the
prisoner, who amid these savage orgies evidenced
such exultation and mingled with them such name-
less blasphiemy and ribald jests, ns at times to ex-
hibit him rather as a demon than & man. It was
hix continual boust that by these barbarities he was
destroviug more Union soldiers than rebel genernls
were butchering on the battle-field. He claimed to
be doing the work of the rebellion, and faithfully,
in ull his morderous eruelty and baseness, did he
represent itsspirit. It is by looking upon the ceme-
teries which have been filled from Libby, Belle I=le,
Salisbury, Florence, and Aundersonville, and other
rebel prisons, and recalling the prelonged suffer-
ings of the patriotswho are sleeping there, that we
can best understand the inner and real life of the
rebellion, and the hellish eriminality and brutality
of the traitors who maintained it, For such crimes
human power is absolutely impotent to enforee any
adequate atonement,

It may be added, in conclusion, that the court be-
fore which the prisoner was tried was composed of
officers high in rank, and eminent for their faithful
services and probity of character, and that several
of them were distinguished for their legal attain-
ments. The investigation of the case was conducted
throughout with patience and impartiality, and the
conclusion reached is one from which the over-
whelming volume of testimony left no escape.

It is recommended that the uent?wﬁ be executed.

. Howur,
Judge Advocate General.
THE EXECUTION.

The proceedings, findings and sentence of
the court were approved by President Johnson
on the 3d of November, 1865, and Major-Gen-
eral Augur, commanding the Department at
Washington, was directed to executfe the sen-
tence one week later, November 10th.

Wirz spent the interval in writing lefters
and receiving the ministrations of his religious
advisers. At ten minutes past ten on the morn-
ing of the day set for his execution he was
brought forth to the gallows, Major Russell,
provost marshal, walked in front, followed by
Wirz, between Rev. Fathers Boyle and Wiget;
then came Captain G, W.Walbridge, commander
of the prison. Wirz mounted the scaffold with
a quick, firm tread, and was seated on a small
stool in the rear of the drop. The last sacra-
ment wis then administered by the attending
priests. Major G. B, Russell, provost marshal,
afterwards read the findings of the court and
the death ssntence.

During the reading of the order, findingsand
sentence, the prisoner paid little attention to
them, conversing most of the time with hisspirit-
ual advisors, but signifying at the end of each
specification by an emphatic affirmative or nega-
tive motion of the head. The reading was con-
cluded at 10:27, and the final preparations were
then made for the execution. Assoon as the
clergy had taken their leave, Major Russell said
to the prisoner: “Captain Wirz, have you any-
thing to say?’ Wirz replied: “ No, sir; only
that I am innocent, and will dielike & man, my
hopes being in the future, Igo before my God,
the Almighty God, and he will judge between
me and you.,” He said to Captain Walbridge :
“Well, Captain, good by ; I thank you and the
other officers of the prison, for 1 have been
well treated.” .

During this conversation his legs were
strapped together and his arms pinioned. The
noose was adjusted at 10:31, and in one minute
aller the drop fell, and the eriminal was left
hanging in the air. The body, after falling,
swung to and fro, the shoulders shrugged a

little, and the limbs were drawn up several

‘times, but in abdut féht minutes the body

ceased toswing and was apparently lifeless,
The body was allowed to hang about fifteen
minutes, when it was tyken down and placed

| on*a streteherand carried to the hospital, where

it was examined by Dr. C, M. Ford, surgeon of
the prison, and Dectors Ensign, Notson and
Bliss, who found that the neck had been brokeu.,
The body was intejred by the side of Atzerodt,
Booth's co-conspirator in the assassination of
President Lincoln—a fit resting place for the
greatest human butcher the world has ever
known. .

THE HWE AND CRY.

Rkl L W
Another Collectioh of Newspaper Attacks on
the Soldier,
-

e

Pensions & Monstrous Abuse.

[ From the Boston Herald.]

The pension law was very properly equalized,
according to the degree of disability, soon afler the
close of the war, but without materially increasing
the expense of the list. A very prudent and rea-
sonable law was also passed limiting the time in
which applications might be filed. This limit was
two or three times extended, and finally abolished,
leaving the bars all down; and this was followed
by the “arrears of pensions act" providing that all
pensions should be paid from the date of the sol-
dier's discharge, instead of from the time of filing
his application, This was putting a premium upon
raiding the Treasury, and the natumil resalt has
been an avalanche of claims, the payment of which
has musde our pension list the lnrgest in the world,
and saddied upon the people a burden that would
arouse and alarm a nation less patient under taxes,
and bankrupt one less wealthy in natural resources,
The only remedy suggested is that Congress shall
enact that all claims filed in future shall be payable,
if allowed, only from the date of the claim. It is
the * lump sum "' of the arrears—a small fortune to
miost of the applicants—that tempts the cupidity of
agents and their drommed-up clients.  In addition
to this, the next Congress should ereet Strong bar-
riers aguinst fraud, and the people shonld express
themselves in termsnot L0 be misunderstood against
any further increase of this * monstrous abuse,”

—e

Falschoods From Truth.

[ From the New York Truth.]

Of all the many stupendous frauds  perpetrated
upon a patient people that of the present ponsion
system of the United Stales is the greatest, It pre-
sents o milliom opportanities for the practice of
dishonesty, not only samong the thousands of men
cemployed in expending the vast sums approprinted
to tlas purpose, hatt 1o thousandds of men who know
they are not entitled to a pension at all, There are
fiw readers of Truth who eannot give the name of
one or more of their acquaintances who are draw-
ing o guarterly stan from Uncle Sam with uninter-
rupted regularity, and who are no more entitled
thereto than g Snakehead Indian, Many of these
men never knew there was anything wrong with
them until after the passage of the iniquitous arrears
of pensionsanet. By means of skillful and accommo-
dnting pension solicitors, and the uncertain and care-
less memory of oflicers and privatesof factstranspir-
ing fifteen or twenty yvears ago, these men are en-
abled to prey upon the public and live without care
and labor. The nutural intirmities of age are easily
traced back to service in the army through a well-
feed but unscrupulous peusion surgeon, and in time
the swindle is accomplished and the swindler is
comfortubly fixed for life.

S O

Fifty Per Cent. Fraudulent.

[ From the Illinois Stale Grange News.]

Among the evils of legisiation i8 it not about time
we were beginning to notice that of the pension
frand? Not that 1 would. object to really just and
deserved pensions, but, if I mistake not, fully one-
lalf of the new pensions now being paid are un-
deserved in principle, and many of which are ob-
tained by fnlse and misleading pretensions.  Several
within the limits of my own acquaintunce have ob-
tuined pensions who were on no principle of law or
equity entitled to them, while others, 1 fully be-
licve, got their hands in the Governmental purse
by means but little short of perjury. Would like
to hear from others on this subject, ATE,

— e

Pensions Denounced as Tomfoolery.

[From the Capa Ann {Mass.) Bulletin.]

There is pending before the House an act to grant
pensions to the surviving soldiers, or their widows,
of the Mexionn war, The war was brief, and the
nunbers engaged in it were larger than those of
1512, The Commissioner of Pensions estimates
that this will cost S102500.000, It is safe to call it
unywhere from five to fifty times that amount, as
the resiulis will doubtless show if the law is passed.
I it that Congress does not know what to do with
its surplus revenue, that river and harbor bills, and
pension bills, and funeral bills, and all sorts of
tomfoolery bills have to be invented to dispose of
the $150,000,000 which aevnmulates vearly ?

- ——
Altering Figures to Sait Theories,
[From the Chicago Herald.]

Year after year the pension list increases. “A
Subscriber " savs that instead of £150,000,000, oned
third of that amount is pearer what **the exact
sum paid out yearly, or likel{ to be needed in
future years.” But the fact is, 100,000,000 was ap-
propristed at the last session of Congress, and it is
expocted that the sum appropriated for the next
rear will be somewhere L-:l.ween 100,000,000 and
S150,000,000, Under the present lax system of investi-
gation there is absolglely no safeguard against its
resching 200,000 000,

Lying and Sticking To It.
[From the Hebron (Neb.) Journal, Feb, 6.]

The worst frand that was ever perpetrated onany
government is the pension fraud. It has grown to
gigantic proportions. This does not, of cousse, refer
to worthy and deserving c¢ases, but to the many
thou=unds borne upon the pension rolls who are not
entitled, legally or equitably, to Government assist-
Anoe.

[From the Hebron (Neb.) Journal, Feb. 8.]

Hundreds of thousands of applications for pen-
sions have been refused by the Commissioner of
Pensions, for want of proof and for manifest fraud.
But in spite of the precautions used, so vast is the
business, o great the country, 8o nmmuerous the ap-
plications, and so unscrupulous are many of these
applicants and their agents, it is estimated many
thousands are borne upon the pension rolls who are
either not entitled at all to pensions or are receiving
a greater rate than they are justly entitled to, I
proof were needod that frauds have been perpe-
trated in this respect, it may be found in the numer-
ous removals, arrests, and convictions of pension
ngents and officers, and convictions for perjury,

THE OTHER SIDE.

What Loyal Journals Have to Say about
Penslons.

A Nebraska Paper's Vigorous Reply to Attacks on
the Soldier.
[From the Neligh (Neb.) Republican,]

THE NATIOSAL TrRIBUNE, published at Washing-
ton, D. C., and, by the way. a paper that every ex-
soldier of the Republie should read and patronize,
gives extracts from the following leading papers,
viz: the New York Sun, Cincinnati Commercial,
Boston Herald, Chicago Tribune, Philadelphia
Times, Utica Observer, St. Louis Globe-Democrat,
New York Tribune, New York Herald, Chicago
Times, Chicago News, and Albany Erpress, each of
which makes a thrust at ex-soldiers genernlly and

nsioners particularly. Some of these papers are
tepublican and some are Democratic in polities,
but they agree perfectly when it comes to abusing
and slurring the old soldiers whose services are no
longer needed by their masters, the bondholders,
who look upon every dollar expended in pensions
as a dollar taken from their inheritance, Even
General Grant, whose victories, for which he has
been honored above all others, were won through
the heroic courage of the soldiers who fought his
battles more than by his skill as a general, joins
with these blood-hounds, We believe that Grant
is judging these indiscriminate pensioners, as he
terms them, by himself, for he has surely been one
of the livliest indiscriminate pensioners in America,
and the war did not hurt him much; but while it is
a fact that “no pension can compensate the men
.?-lm have lost one or more limbs,” is it not also a
mct that no pension can compensate the men who
Iay in the trenches month after month through the
scorching heat of midsummer and the pitiless
cold of midwinter, (while Grant smoked his choice
cigurs ircomfortable quarters,) or starved in prison
pens, or in any of the many ways incident to a sol-
dier’s duty in time of war, contracted disabilities
that have clung to them ever after, making their
very lives burdensome? Is it, then, those only
who have lost limbs who cannot be coimnpensated?
What shall be said of the tens of thousands who by
wounds and disease and exposure have heen erip-
rlml und enfeebled for life? General CGrant is the
a#st man on earth from whom the pen:  ors of the
late war should receive such injustice. The burden
of the song that these papers all sing is the * enor-
mous expense ' to the taxpayers of the country,
forgetting that their masters are, or ever hage been,
expensive Lo taxpayers,

—_—
The Pension Aets Solemn Contraets.
[From the Watertown (N. Y.) Republican.]

The pension acts were solemn contracts, made by
the Government with the volunteers, to preserve
its existence. Hundreds of thousands died in its
defense. Thousands and thousands lost limbs
were torn by shot or shell, cut by sword or piemi
by bayonet, starved or broken down by di and
exposure. All that is worth anything in this land
they saved. The Union, its peace and prosperity,
all that it has to-day of power and strength, of pro-
gress, of happineass nmlm all that it may be in the
mmggﬁ ages, owes its existence to the heroio

atriotism and noble self-sacrifice of the volunteer

Inion soldiers. And yet these soldiers must be-
come paupers before the Government they served
can do anything for them? These men who lost
legs, arms and eyes to rve this Government
must, if they have a little property—a little house
for their families—use it up and actually want for
the necessities of life before they are entitled to a
on? What a libel on all that is decent and
onorable! What an outrageous sentiment that
those who saved it all cannot have the contract
made with them honestly carried out until they are
on the road to the poor-

——
Congress Should Go Slow.
[From the Winnebago (Towa) Summil.]

The Ilouse of Representatives has paased a bill
appropriating m.m%.ow for ons, The amount
last year was §100,000,000, and the Commissioner of
]"unslonﬁ‘dajkzd roa'il ® !lhmln:'.I mmhthla vear. Con-
Rress wo o well to ow in decreasing the
revenues of the mnﬁyﬁ view of this fact. The
pensions must be paid, and it will take a good deal
of money to do it,

| ernment,

PENSIONERS RIGHTS,

' Interviews With Logan and Voorhees.

Questions Before Congress.

Senator Logan, of Illinois, is one of the most
vigilant and powerful of the friends of the
Union soldier in Congress. DBeing asked
by a representative of THE TrRinUNE whether
there were any prospects of new legis-
lation on the subject of pensions or boanties in
the immediate future. Said he: “There sre
seversl bills which have been brought forward
and pressed, some of them for years. Among
others most prominent is that to pension the
soldiers of the Mexican and various Indian
wars and the $40 bill for the benefit of those

who lost an arm or a leg in the serviee. 1 [

think that there is a profound distrust among
many of the pensioners of the country lest the
law grauting them what is called arrears of
pension may be repealed. I do not believe
that they need have any fears of that,
apprehensions are naturaily cansed by dis-
cussions in the Senate as lo whether a pension
is the carrying out of a contract with the sol-

dier, the confession of an obligation, er a
charity.. Then, too, the wildest statements are

made as to the amounis which will be required
to pay the pensions under the arrears act. I
have heard Senators on the floor give amounts

which varied hundreds of millions of dollars, |

each of which purported to be the correct esti-
mate of expenditare for this purpose.”

*In what light do you regard the relation
of the soldiers to the Government in the matter
of pension 7"

“In any war or for any duty where war
occurs between Governments they are enlisted
under a law which proposes to pay them a cer-
tain amount per month or per annum, as the
case may be, The law which provides for a
certain amount per mouth or per annum to the
soldier or oflicer, under which he enlists, is a
contract between the soldier and the Govern-
ment, and I presume no court could be found
in this country that wonld not held that to be
the case. We have laws following up the en-
listment of sol.icrs which provide a bounty of
$100 per annum for a certain number of years,
I presume no lawyer would say that that was
not & contract between the soldier and the
Government. If those two laws present con-
tracts between the Government and the soldier,
what about the other proposition? The same
law provides that if the soldier in performance
of his duties under this contract with the
Government shall be disabled from disease or
from wounds he shall be placed on the pension
roll; and the law provides that the pensioner
shall receive so much per month, provided he
has a certain eharacter of wound, and that he

wound—that is, that he shall be graded accord-
ing to the character of his disease or wound. 1
would like to know if that is not also a con-
tract between the soldier and the Government
when chat law exists at the time and is part of
the inducement to the soldier to enlist for the
performance of his duaty 1o-%is Government.
It is a contract between the Government aud
the soldier that the Government cannot gain-
say.”

“Do you think there will be any eontest
over the amount of money required to pay
these pensions?"

“The question of arrears of pensions has
been discussed on the ground that it required
a great amount to pay them. That is not the
legal question at all; but the question is: If a

soldier is entitled to a pension on account of |
his wounds, when is he entitled to that pen- |
sion ? If he is to receive a pension because he |

has been wounded; when he receives that
wound a pension attaches, If the law says * for
wounds received in the serviee he shall be pen-
sioned,” what does the law mean? Does ib
mean that the Government will pay a soldier
twenty-fivg years after he received the wound ?
Is it not the true construction of the law that
the pension attaches at the time the disability
attaches to the person? Will any one pretend
to say that that is not the reasonable and
proper construction of the law? I think not.”

“What is the trouble with the arrears of
pensions act, then?"

“The trouble is not that the act is wrong, but
that when the law granting pension to the
wounded soldier was first passed, it provided
that the pension should attach at the time the
goldier made his application. There was the
fault. It was in providing that the pension
should attach only at the presentation of the
application instead of providing that it should
attach at the time the wound was incurred.
Suppose a man is erippled by a railroad acei-
dent. Under the law, if the injury is received
on account of the negligence of the officers of
the road, he is entitled to damages. Will any
one say that the damages do not attach at the
time the injury was received? If the damages
are given for the injury, then the responsibility
for the damages devolves upon the party at the
time the injury was received. In the courts
of justice every day questions are tried where
persons are entitled to pay for injuries, for
trespasses, for injuries to property or injury to
person, and the responsibility attaches at the
time the injury was done. Now, the law
which made the pension attach at the time of
the presentation of the case instead of the time
when the injury was received was the fault of
Congress at the time that law was enacted.
The law, therefore, giving arrears of pension is
merely an amendment to that law, saying that
the pension shall attach at the time the dis-
ability was incurred. It is merely doing that
which Congress should have done at the time
it passed the pension act, dating the pension
from the time the injury oceurred instead of
from any other time, It is merely, then, the
correction of an error that grew up at the
time when the act was passed in Congress, and
is not an error itself because of the amount
which is expended.”

“Then you do not take much stock in the
constant clumor in the New York papers about
frauds on the Government through the arrears
of pensions?”’

**No, I do not. Thers have been frands prae-
ticed doubtless in this as there have been in all
matters where money is obtained from the Gov-
Still the fact that some soldier miay
have received a pension, when in fact he was
not entitled to it, does not prove that those
who are entitled should not receive their pen-
sion. It only proves that there is perhapsa
want of energy on the part of those making
the examination of the cases, It is only proof
of the want of good faith on the part of some
officer in making a report that is not warranted
by the condition of the person who makes the
application. That does not prove that the law
is wrong. It only proves that some person is
wrong; that some man has deceived the officers
of the law; and that is all it proves. A man
who violates the criminal statutes by commit-
ting a larceny or a robbery may escape punish-
ment, but that does not prove the law is wrong.
It only proves a want of vigilance on the part
of those who are charged with the execution of
the law. In spite of all the eriticism of the
arrears act, there is just one thing to be kept
in mind. It is not the fault of the pensioner,
not the fault of the amount of money, but the
fault of the first act of Congress by not placing
the pension at the proper time. The arrears
act was only an amendatory law for the pur-
pose of ehanging and putting the first one right,
as it should have been at the start. But time
and again, when I have heard so much of frauds
talked about in the Senate, I have demanded
the name of a single case, and 1 never yet have
heard a Senator name one. I have declared
that if any Senator knew of a frandulent claim
on the pension-roll, it was his duty to state the
fact to the Commissioner of Pensions. If 1
knew of one to-day I would do it, But there
are Senators who bave annual spasms about
pension frauds and make periodical raids against
pensioners. But not one of them has had the
manhood yet to stand np and say ‘there isa
name on the pension-roll that ought not to be
there.!”

“There has been some discussion of the prop-
osition to publish the list of the pensioners in
the newspapers. What do you think of that ?"

“I think that this thing of publishing the
names in the newspapers, as has been proposed,
and posting them up in the post offices all over
the country is an offense to any man of a sensi-
tive nature, Isoregard it, Butif the nameswere
published in the reports to Congress, the same
s3any other report is published, then it could not
be an offense, because they wonld be treated like
everybody else; but to single them out and

t them up as if they were pirates or plun-
erers, I do coasider an offense. I would if 1
were one of the pensioners. I do not mean an
offense intended, but I mean that is the effect
of it. It would have that effect upon me, if 1
was & pensioner and my name was posted up
in any post office, so that my neighbors could
look at it fo examine it and see whether I were
a thief or not, The object is not to notify the
people who the pensioner is, but to subjeet him

Such |

| passed, he said: “1 do not know,

to eritdoiam.
in an annual report
body can see it.
mude up with

If the publication is made
to Congress, every-
There is a Blue

the name of every

officer and laborer paid by the Government, |

with the amount of salary he recetves. That
is published to the country; and why? To
give notice to Congress who the men are who
draw money from the Government:; where
they live and from whence they are appointed,
so a8 fo lecate them and anderstand the facts
with reference to them. This is the reason
why it is done. Give the same reason for hav-
ing a pensioner’s name published and ne affense
would be taken, The propesition to make a
publication of the lists in the newspapers was

defeated last year, and I do not think it will |

ever become a law. It would cost half a mil-
lion dollars to make the publication once in
the leading papers of the great citics of this
country.”
VOORHEES ON MEXICAN WAR PENSIONS,

One of the strongzest advocates in the Senate
of pensions for the Union soldiers is
Mr. Voorhees, of Indiana. Awmong other sub-
jeets in which he has interested himself is that
of pensioning the Mexiean war veterans as a
elass, When asked if he thought there was any
probability in the near future of a bill being
1 have tried
my hest for years to have it done. We have
had the remarkable spectacle presented on the
Senate floor of a party question being made as
to whether this Government would pension tha

surviving veterans of the great war with Mex- |

ico. Men have stood up and claimed to pair
with each other on that question becaunse of its
politieal aspect.”

“What is the cause of the hostility to the
bill?”

“It is inconccivable to me whenee comes

this hostility to the rempant of that army |

which did so much for the honor, wealth, and
glory of this country at home and for its re-
nown abroad. Why it is that the opposition
is made I do not know. The Mexican warshed
glory upon every part of the ecountry. The
New Englund man bad a world of wealth and
enterprise opened to him by the issue of this

war as well as the man of other portions of this '

country. Everybody has shared in it and why
this extreme and sensitive hostility is always
displayed upon this question is & marvel to my
mind.”

*The soldiers of the Mexiean war are already
pensioned, are they not, in the same way as the
soldiers of the late war, for disabilities?”

*“Yes, that is trune; but the survivoers of the
Mexican war are now bearing the weight
and burden and disability of years, and the
principle of pensioning survivoers of a war after
# considerable lapse of time is that yon take
care of the old men who in their youth do
something unusual for the welfare and preser-
vation of the country. 1 think the time has
come when this plea can be urged justly in be-
half of the survivors of the Mexican war. It

: .| is mo argument against a general law of this
shull receive so much for another character of | | e e e, 1

kind that there may be some whom it will in-
clude who are wot in need of it. The enact-
ment of such a law would be quite in accord-
ance with precedent., After the war of the
Revolution we first pensioned those who were
disabled by wounds and disease contracted in
the sevvice. After a while, when age did for
others what wounds and discase had done for
these, we placed them all on the pension roll.
After the war of 1512 a simrias policy was pur-
sued. We pensioned first those wne had lost
their health fromn disease or wounds in the
service. After a while, when age disabled the
rest of them, we pensioned all, becanse they
were old men and had served well when they
were young. We have pensioned, it is true, the
disabled men of the Mexican war, and I think
now that all the survivors have reached a point
in age where their claims should be recognized
as we recognized the the claims of soldiers of
former wars.”

“Well, it will not be many years, then, until
all the survivors of the war of the rebellion
will be given a pension, should that practice
be made general.”

* When the surviving soldiers of the Union
war have become disabled by the weight of
years, then this policy will undoubtedly be
applied to them.”

NATIONAL TOPICS.

The Proposed Mexican Reciprocity Treaty—Presi-
dency of the Seuate.

An effort will be made to ratify the Mexican
reciprocgty treaty in the Senate before adjourn-
ment. It has been agreed to by the Committee
on Foreign Belationsand reported by Mr. Win-
dom, the chairman. The articles embraced in
the free list are seventy-three, which Mexico is
to admit duty free from the United States, and
some twenty-five Mexican products which are
to pass the United States’ custom -house.
Should the treaty not be ratified during the
present session of the Senate, it is doubtful if
the Mexican Congress, which meets in the fall,
will do so, so one-sided a document does it ap-
pear to be. The Mexican Senate will hesitate,
no doubt, to reject an instrument which has
been accepted by their commissioners and rat-
ified by the Senate of the United States, but
that there is a great deal of public sentiment
against it in Mexico is well kuown.

The articles which Mexico is to pass duty
free from the United States include nearly all
kinds of machinery, both for agriculture and
manufacturing ; all our raw materials, vehicles,
musical instruments, and a large class of mis-
cellaneous manufactures. In short, the bulk of
the merchandising in Mexico is handed over to
Americans, or, at least, American markets are
made the source of supplies,

In return we are to receive from Mexicoa
class of articles such as dye woods, fruits, cof-
fee, and other things which are already on our
free list in the main. We are to admit sugar,
of which Mexico has none to export, and to-
baceo of a grade which we now get from Cuba.

There is a violent opposition, of course, to
this freaty, all sorts of stories being started
from remote and unexpected quarters appar-
ently, but really emanating from asingle source,
The foreign diplomats are busily engaged in a
desperate effort to bring diseredit upon the
treaty and secure its rejection. The reason is
that at the present time the Germans practi-
cally monopolize the business of the country,
and very naturally draw their supplies from
European markets, where they have the ad-
vantage of pauper labor and cheap production.
With the difference, however, of the tarifl on
European goods and none on American manu-
factures, the foreign merchauts in Mexico must
either surrender to Americans or come to the
United States to purchase. This stateof things
naturally, fromn a commercial point of view, the
Germans, English, and French especially, are
sturdily resisting. The only other power largely
interested is Spain, and this treaty is a death
blow to her influence in tropic America. Her
West Indian possessions are being bled year
after year for the support of the home govern-
ment, and at the same time over ninety per
cent. of their means for paying this tribute is
drawn from the UnitetfaStates through the
enormous purchases we make in Cuba and the
other islands, for which we pay cash, selling
nothing in return. Spanish statesmanship is
ruining her colonies steadily, and any diversion
of the trade of the United States to Mexico is
depriving her of resources which she draws
from her islands. Naturally all the machina-
tions of Spanish diplomacy have been turned
to the hatching of schemes to throw the pro-
posed treaty into diseredit. First, it was said
that General Grant, in return for subsidies of
land to railroads in which he was interested,
had secured the treaty. This did very well
until it was found that the treaty was more
beneficial to the United States than to Mexico.
Next the tobaceo and sugar interests were ex-
cited by predictions of free importations of
sugar and tobacco. It has since been found
that what tobaceco does come will only take the
place of a like amount from Cuba, while Mex-
ico can only make about eleven per cent. of
what sugur is needed for her own people.

Finally, a word of warning comes from ex-
Governor MeCook, of Celorado, predicting a
dire commercial calamity in the way of whole-
sale smuggling, to which the treaty will open
the doors. The trouble with Governor Me-
Cook’s prophery is the utter impossibility for
it to be carried out. In order that goods may
be smuggled across the border from Mexico to
the United States they must first enter the
former country, and the Mexican tariff isso
high that it would be cheaper to enter them
regularly at New York and pay the duties im-

by the United States, rather than to sub-
mit to the Mexican tariff, and then run them
free across the border into this country. Should
this treaty be ratified by both goverments, it is
a sufficient guarantoe against another of a simi-
lar character with any other country, becanss
Mexico cannot uﬁum the duties, so that the
free list at the Mexican custom houss is in
no danger of extension. At any rate, but
twenty-five articles are on the free list under
the treaty to be admitted from Mexico.

THE PRESIDENCY OF THE SENATE.

It is reported that Senator David Davis

Book |

‘wﬂl be no need of a callad session of the
| Sepate.,  This means, therefore, that he will
vacate his chair some time before adjourn-
ment, so that a presiding officer may be elected,
Il this is at‘:‘ult‘lll“.‘tln'\l, one of the Senators
whose termn extends over the next regular ses-
sion will be chosen president, and will become
acting Viee-President of the United States,
Senator Anthony was the Republican cancus
| nomines two yesars agn, but a8 his term expires
| on the 4th of March, and his office of acting

Viee-President could not extend bevond the

limit of his sematorial term, he is effectually
| barred, should no called session be held, and
the place be filled before adjournment. There
are three candidates spoken of for the position.
They are Logan, Allison, and Ingalls. Of thess
three, it is probable that Ingalls alone wauts
it, and Logan is the most likely to get it
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OUR SUPPLY TRAINS

And the Sort of Ammunition with which they are
Loaded Down.

| “Inclosed please find $10 for ten new subscribers,
| I hope to obtain twenty more by the Ist of April™
—C. D. Culp, Lexington, Ohio.

“Inclosed please find 36 for six new subwseribera,
You have my best wishes for success and prospers
| ity."—DML A, Ewing, Neoga, 11,

f o= Inclosed please find one more subsoription fog
| Tae Twinuse, making forty-five in all that | have
| sent vou,"—Lo B. Hyer, Saybrook, 1.

| “Inclosed please find 8|2 for three npew subseribh-
ers. We cannot get nivng without Tue Trisuse™
| =W King, Hutchinson, Kan.

“Inclosed please find £2 for two more snbsoribe
| ers, making twelve that | have sent vou from this
I place."—M. Hobinson, Fall River, Kan.

'Inclosed please find §7 for seven new subserib-
ers. | hope to send you some additional naanes
| soon," —E. 8. Farnsworth, Newtonville, Mass.

* Inclosed please find 83 for three new subscrib-
ere, making fily-«ix in all that I bave sent you,
| Will send another lot soon.”—0. D, Blakesles,
Meriden, Conn.

“ Inclosed please find §9 for nine new subscribe-
ers—the result of a Hittle missionary work. 1 ho
to sond more ¢'er long.""—George Kendall, Souih
Gardoer, Mass,

*Inclosed plesse find 24 for fonr new subseribera,
I was an artilleryman during the war, and go in
| for four-gun batteries.”—Duniel L, Goodwin, News
| ton Junction, N. H.

*Inclosed please find 22 for two more subsoribe
making fifteen that 1 have sent you during the i
two months, Your paper is universally liked by
the soldiers.”"—N. S. Burr, Delphos, Kan,

“1 have boen out on the skirmish line in and
captured two new subscribers for Tus Tomux
mnking seven that [ have sent vou sinee the 1st
January."—Wm. Blundell, Chetopa, Kan,

“Inclosed plense find §7 for seven new subscrib-
ers to Tur Trinvye, They are the first install
ment of a club of twenty-five which | intend tg
send you,"—J. E, Alexander, South Bend, Ind.

* Inclosed please find 29 for nine new subseribers
to Ture Trinoxe, which I obtained at the meeting
of our Post—E. M. Stanton Post, No. 23— last Wed-
nesday night,""—F, M, Martin, Howard, Kan.,

*“Inclosed please find §3 for three new subseri-
bers, making twenty-one in all that I have send
You. As s premium, plesse send me The March to
the Sea, for our Post.” —W, E. Thorp, Hart, Mich,

“Inciosed please find & for as many new sub-
scribers to Tne TRISUNE, Go on with the good
work, and you will have the support of all true
m]tti:;a and patriotic citizens,"- .\I'. Emery, Lewis-
ton, Me,

*Inclosed please find §5 for five new subsoribers
to Tue TrimrNe. I wand to see THE TEImrsE im
every ex-soldier's hands, Our veterans owe it to
themselves to stand by it."—C. M. Hall, Uniom
City, Mich,

#*Here are six more comrades who think they cans
not do without Tar Trisuxe. It is no trouble te
canvaas for such a papes. The boys= come to me
every day to have their sulscriptions sent In""—8
| F. Beeler, Ottawn, Kan. '

“ Here are three more rounds of cannister for THl
Trisrye, Putthem in at short raige and see (ol
that every shot tells, Kecp up the fire slong the
whale line and we will help you"—George &
Moore, Manton, Mich.

“Inclosed plesse find £3 for three new subsarls
bers, making ten that 1 have sant you. For o pres
mium you may send me the picture of The Grand
Review, which I intend to present to our Post."—
C. C. Cady, Gilbertsville, N. Y.

“Tnclosed please find $9 for nine new subscribers,
The weather is very cold sod it is ditieult to gel
around among the boys, but 1 am canvassing
ily and faithiully for THE TRiBy s£."'—Richurd Cune
ningham, Stockton, Kan.

“Inclosed please find 84 fur four new sahsenie
ers. You have the heartfelt thanks of every come
rade for the noble defens» you are making for the
greatest army that wr | ever marshalled in the
teld."—H. P. Woodwary £, Wamego, Kan.

_ “Inclosed pl md §6 for six new subscribers,
in addition to fi previously sent you. All our
ex-soldiers ask is even-handed justice, and the strick
execution of «ontracts on the purt of the Govern-
ment? "—Wuliam Folks, Pisin“eld, lowsa.

“Ine'used please find 82 for two new
making twenty-six in all that [ have sent
have canvassed this vieinity preity t
I think I ean send B:n a few more su
fore long.”"—J. W. Davis, Stonewood, Iowa,

* Inclosed please find $4 for four new subseribe
ers, making eleven in ail that I have sent you. [
hope to send you a greal many more names, as 1
am anxious to heli-you secure your 100,000 sube
scribers."—Charles L. Russell, Newburgh, N. Y.

“Inclosed please find £2 for two new snbscribers
to Tue Trisvne, making thirteen in all that 1 have
sent you. I have the ise of a few *Napo—-
leons' as soon ns the su iptions of some of cur
(I-x'—ﬂoldim to other papers expire."—E. Bole, Jesup,

owWa,

“ Inclosed glﬂse find §3 for three new subhserib-
ers to Tue TriBUsE. [ am getting ready to strap
on the old ki onee more and start out on &
long campaign. 1 shall plant my uns on the cress

of the hill and open fire.”"—R. R. Norton, George=
town, N. Y.

" Inclosed please find £2 for Tae Trmuse. Three
cheers for the Grand Army of the Republie! Don't
she boom along the line, from the Atlantic to the
Pacifie! Long may Tue TrRisvsE live to advocate
the cause of the martyrs of freedom.”—S8, F.Wood,

Hensons, Mo,

“Iam alittle girl ten yearsold, but I am going
to do all I can to get subseribers for T TrIsUNE
Since I began this letter 1 have gob one new sub-
scriber for you, My father was a soldier, and spend
more than & year in a rebel prison.”"—Amands
Huunter, Weston, Ohio,

“In these days when the soldier is made the

b htock snd vt with all th mmhd s
nd together nd su wil eir

the only paper that ufmm shot and shell with-
out fear and favor—THE NaTioNAL TRisvse"—I.
Soper, St. Johnsbury, Vi

* Inclosed please find $5 for filve new subscribers,
MkinF thirteen in all that I have sent you. The
boys of our Post are beginning to be very much
interested in TaEe TriBUNE, and THE TRiBUsSE is
helping to bring thousands into the Grand Army."”
—E. 5. Groves, Kan,

“ Inclosed please find 88 for six new subscribers
to Tie TRIBUNE, for which you may send me the
premium book entitled The Peninsula, My futher
was captured at Gaines' Mills and again at
ickshurg. He is a subseriber to THE TRIBUNE sy
thinks it just splendid."—Grace Christy, Ma: b
tan, Kan. -

y. buk
be-

“Inclosed please fin,
to your interesting

UNE was but notice and I
Ain Very sorry, to have com-
menced my su first number

the first volume.
Grove, Neb,

“Inclosed please
hope to send you more
obtain the subsecripti ery
gets his mail at this office. 1 formerly resided o8
Portville, N. Y., and I expect to pay the comrades
of the Portville Post a visit during the latter pard
of March.,"—W. W, Cole, Sabula, Pa.

“ It affords me great pleasure to send you $10 for
ten new subscribers to Tue TrisuNe. I hope you
may be su ! in securing the desired circula-
tion of one hundred thousand. Tur TRIBUNE, is
indeed the soldier's friend, and should find & place
in the family of every old veteran.”—John B,
ger, Larned, Kan,

“Inclosed please find 87 for seven new subscribers,
I shall not stop canvassing until THE TrRiavNE has
been placed in the hands of every ex-soldier in Ful-
ton county. 1 have stopped taking the Chic
Tribune, for it has attacked our ex-soldiers at
point of the pen, and that is equal to the poind
of the sword.”"—8, F. Collins, Rochester, Ind.

“Inclosed please find §12 for twelve new sub-
scribers to THE Trisusk. 1 bhave taken Thas Tris-
UNE for four weeks only. After reading it I found
it was just what I wanted. [ started out the other
day and within five hours I secured the subscribers
which I send to you. Stand up, boys, and fire at the
enemy every chance you get.'"—Geo. E. Strikland,
Hartford, Conn.

** Inclosed please find 22 for two new subserib-
ers, which I obtained at the installation of offl-
cers of Seott Post, No. 45, last evening. To-night
a camp of the Sons of Veterans will be organ

at this place Colonel Charles W. Gomanflo,
Every son of a Union soldier who has attained the
age of sirteen should enroll his name in this organ-

ization. Comrades, let us assist our sons in the
work."—Prol. George Young, Blissfleld, Mich,

“I enclose §l to renew my subscription to Tum
TrIBUNE, and alsc cents to pay for extra coples,
which I intend to among .y
old comrades, with the positive injunction that
shall resd all of it, column by column, after which
believe they will all subseribe and then raise a lit-
tle hue and ery of their own as I have done; that is,
discontinue their to the papers thut
are not bold and fearless in holdingl.gw
gthe-nld!zr.nndd mm‘:'y thus saved
mm“nd‘"-agmm.u;

A Bulwark for the Soldler.
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has given assurance to friends that there




