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WOMAN'S AUXILIARIES

SnggosMons for tlie Organization of

; a National Order.

IX.
It 3s widely known lliat Commander-in-Chie- f

Paul "Van Dcrvoort is a inostactivcaud earnest
advocate-o- f Woman's Auxiliaries, and Ms lost
no opportunity of urging upon his comrades of
the G. X.-1- L the importance of calling in the aid
of such organizations. One of the first acts
of his administration vras to commend oilicially
the work that women "Were already doing to
supplement the efforts of the Grand Army in
deeds of loyalty and charity. By circular and
letter and in eloquent words addressed direct!'
to the old soldiers of the Posts throughout the
Union, as he went ahout in his grand tour of
inspection and recruiting, he made shong,
manly, loving appeals for the women or the
war and the recognition of patriotic services
mow as in the past.

Nor have his injunctions been ignored or his
advice disregarded. In response to circulars
sent out from Department Headquarters a rich
harvest of results is even now garnered. Wom-
an's Auxiliaries may now be found dotting our
giand and beautiful country, from Vermont on
the cast to California on the west; while the
loyal heart of the staunch Northwest is pulsat-
ing with the fresh current of loyal womanly
zeal which is cheering the weak and scattered
frontier Posts.

The Xa.tios.-a-l Tmnvrxx did new and vali-
ant sorviee for the veterans of the Union when
it came forward with its inspiringrallying cries
and encouraged the soldiers' wives and mothers
and sweethearts to band the members together
for a united exercise of patriotic duties. As I
write, unanswered letters lie before me from
numerous correspondents, dating back but a
few days, expressing the interest of the writers
in woman's work and what it is to accomplish
for one and all concerned. The large number
of letters coming from New York and Pennsyl-
vania are particularly noticeable, and makes
one wish that not only the old Empire Stateaud
the Keystone State had their State societies,
hut tilist every Department Commander in the
"Union could be baptised with, the same spirit
as their large-hearte- d and chlvalric Chief at
Omaha.

I firmly believe, remembering the sources of
information named by General Tan Dervoort
in his circular and estimating the number of
inquiries as to forms for organizing, in response i
to those circulars, or instigated by The Tkiij-XJN- n,

that working Auxiliaries can now be
Muniborefl by the hundred where there was not
one a ."ar ago. When I take up my list and
mark the post-oflic- es and States from which
they come. I say: "Here is the white harvest
for the Grand Army. They need only to put
forth their hands and bind the sheaves for the
day of glorious ingathering."

The Commander-in-Chi- ef is fully alive to the
possibilities of the hour, and in a recent letter
to the writer of this pspe&exprcsses himself as
follows :

"I fcliall invite representatives ofWoman's Relief
Corps d Auxiliary Societies to be present at the
Grand Encampment at Denver, with the view of
forming: a national organization- - I shall be very
triad if you will write Avliat women luive done for
the toldiur since the war; what they did then is
written in Heaven. I am doing all 1 can, but 1 be-
lieve thai one of the brightest leaves in my present
work will be the encouragement I have given to
the loyal women. God blesi you all who have
worked m nobly. I shall be glad to see you all in
Denver."

TLAN FOE TTNIOX.

JEhe Commander-in-Chie- f Trill, no doubt,
pardon the liberty taken, by the writer ia
quoting so liberally from a private letter, since
the sentiments expressed do honor to both his
Lead and heart. My object in doing so was to
institute inquiry as to the objects to be accom-
plished at that meeting and as to just who will
be entitled to participate in its deliberations.
Massachusetts, 3Iaine, New Jersey, aud New i

jiampsnirc, aiso, it jl am rightly inlonned, have
iheir State organizations. It is very easy to
decide as to whom their delegates shall be.
Thero are strong independent societies in New
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. There are asso-
ciations, more or less stroug, iu Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Wisconsin, Kansas, Michigan, Ken-
tucky, Nebraska, New Mexico, California,
Arkansas, Vermont, c But how are these to
be represented ?

Should the Cammauder-m-Chi-ef issue a gen-
eral invitation to the loyal women of the coun-
try, there would, no doubt, be responses enough
to secure a whole city full of zealous, enthusi-
astic women. But would they know anything
about their subject when they got there or be
able to contribute anything to the common in-
formation without first having gone over the
subject thoroughly? The difficulty to be met
at the very first step is just this: "Will the
drilled and disciplined State organizations of
New England be willing to set aside their
forms and ceremonies for the ifouce aud meet
on terms of fellowship the independent rangers
of the great West? " Or will they say; Wc
represent the only thorough organizations of
the country- - Those who with us
must fall in with our plans and associate them-
selves together under conditions that will
recognize our work and our manual.

Now, it seems to me that if the Commander-in-Chi- ef

would appoint a certain number of
delegates from every State Department by con-
ference with the Department Commanders or
otherwise, and ask such delegates to meet to-
gether at Denver to agree upon a basis of
union, that very speedy and efficient work
might be doffe within the year to come. It
might be found possible for all the various as-
sociations to work together under a common
constitution, leaving it to the States to adopt or
reject such parts of existing orders as they shall
see fit. Or, better still, a compromise securing
a more homogeneous order may be agreed upon,

--which shall be the same in its workings in
every State in the Union. 3Iy own views have
ul ready been plainly expressed, and look to a
plan of union which shall be as free iu its
workings from red tape .as it is possible to
anake it. At the same time 1 recognize the fact
that majorities rule, and that it is for the best
good of all that the subject should be examined
in Its widest bearings.

A COJEVOSSroy OS" TTXIOJf.

In order to bring the matter more prom-
inency before the Grand Army of the Eepublic,
your correspondent would recommend that the
Commander-in-Chie- f appoint a commission con-
sisting of not less than five Ladies froufcach
State represented in the G. A-- P.. who slmll
take the subject of a national organization un- - !

tier special consideration, examine all existiii"
Auxiliary and Belief Corps work, and make
suck recommendations and mature such plans
as shall secure united, uniform and efficient
woman's work in connectiou with, every De-
partment and every Post in the laud. The
country is full of grand executive woman, who
either now or in the old war davs have worked
shoulder to shoulder for the soldier and his j
lamuy.

There is Mrs. Hoge, of Chicago, foremost in
the old Sanitary Commission days and now the
able President of the Northwestern Board of
Missions. There is the clear-heade- d aud tal-
ented Jtrs. Logan, wife of General John A.
Logan, once Commander-in-Chi- ef of the G.
A. E. Coming to Ohio, we find airs. Lucy
Webb Hayes, whose heart beats warm and
strong for the poor and the unfortunate, aud
whose sympathies are only equalled by her
ability to execute what her ready wit projects.
And there, too, is Sirs. Edward L. Noyes, wifeor our one-legge- d aud

to France, whose capabilities and discern-
ment would be invaluable in any deliberative
body. Leaving out Mrs. Garfield, whose heart
is yet too sore to go beyond the holy quiet of
her bereft household, aud Ohio is still full of
these capable, earnest women: Mrs.

of Cincinnati, daughter of the great
founder of Obcrlin College, and the possessor
of many of his sterling qualities, and Sirs.
General Coinly, wife of our
the Sandwich Islauds, and daughter of the late
iloy.S. JL Smith, of Columbus, who organized
Ohio's excellent surgical service as surgeon-Konori- il

iu lho old war days. There is lUrs.
Deunison, President of the Woman's

tatxi'wry at Columbus, Ohio, and of largo ?c

ia charitable work, and Mrs. O. T.
Clarko, secretary or the same society and wife
of the Commander of the Department of Ohio.
Aud so for an hour could my pen run on con-
cerning rue women of Ohio who should be fore-xnwt- an

th:s grand work. And what is rm-- ofOhio is equally true of every great war State
of the American Union. Let these women'but
feel that tbooonntry needs their services and

elioiv readily they will respond.
XEr.D or inssioNAity woiuc

JL aew jiase of wctaai's work in the G. A.

It. reveals itself in the followinglctfcrfrom out
in Illinois:

ATWoon, III.. Anril 21, 1SS3.
Mrs. Sncawoon: I am a reader of The Teiroke,

aud have read all your letters and everything cl-- o

about Woman's Auxiliaries. I think it a good
thing, but the men of the Post at this place seem to
lie opposed to it, and held what they called a meet-
ing or protest, and say they will never allow a
woman to stand beside them in the G. A. It. They
say it is giving us one step nearer the polls, and
takes their pleasure away from thcim I believe it
docs ; for if we, their wives, could lie 'with them at
their Camp-fire- s they could get home before morn-
ing and their breath would not smell so strong. I

ry that Posts like this are drawing good husbands
from their Similes more than anything that was
ever- - Marted in this country. I know here, in Illi-
nois, if you want a fuss, you have only to mention
the Woman's Auxiliary in connection with a Post,
Our husbands tell us it is a secret Order, and a wo-
man 1ms no more business in it than she had in the
army twenty years ago. They seem to forget how
we wen! around begging and sending help to the
hospitals. They received our help then with thanks,
and now they don't want us. Wc are not so young
and handsome now as we were then, but wc are
just as loyal. Many of our husbands now were our
lovers then, and wc are willing to aid them when-
ever they will let us. A Soldier's Wife.

It would seem that hero is a case where wo-

men must organize in self-defens- e. As far as
the Post is concerned, it is manifest that the
opposition arises from ignorance. The mem-
bers are probably not aware that the women
liave their own separate societies and would
not encroach upon their privileges except in
binding up their broken headsand paying their
doctor's bills, after a somewhat too enthusiastic
festival of pork and hard-tac- k and liquid pa-

triotism. As the work of Auxiliaries is largely
educalory, not only in loyalty, but iu friendli-
ness and good-wil- l, wc trust that? the great
State of Illinois will soon have a State Society
that will do its first good work at Atwood.

Kate B. Sherwood,
Pres. Forsyth Post Auxiliary.

Toledo, Ohio.

A 5ew Ohio Auxiliary.

Miss Ida May Ellis, North Lewisburgh, Ohio,
writes us that a promising Woman's Auxiliary
Society was organized at that place in connec-
tion with John Priney Post, No. 293, on the 3d
of April, and on the 21st ult. the society gave
a supper at the town hall, from which it real-

ized $25. It has gone to work in earnest to
succor our needy veterans and their impover-
ished families. The president of the society is
Mr3. Wni. Brunner, and Miss Ellis is secretary.

o

OUR CORRESPONDENTS.
"

Replies to Questions on a Variety of Interesting
Subjects.

Many Headers. Wc cannot state the cause of de-

lay in any claim. Such inquiries should be directed
to the Commissioner of Pensions, who has all the
facilities for giving the de-irc-d information. Wc
have no means of ascertaining why any particular
claim is delayed. The work of the Pension Office
is progressing rapidly, and we think that there will
soon be no cause for complaint in that respect.

G. M. D., Palmyra, Kcb. The Army Corps badges
were as follows, viz., Fiist, Circle; Second, Trefoil;
Third, Diamond; Fourth, Triangle; Fifth, Cross
Pattee; Sixth, Greek Cross ; Ssvenfh, Star and
Crescent; Eighth, Six-point- Star ; Ninth, Shield
with device of Cannon crossed by an Anchor;
Tenth, A Square Fort with angles; Eleventh, Cres-
cent ; Twelfth, Five-point- ed Star ; Thirteenth, no
badge adopted; Fourteenth, Acorn; Fifteenth,
Cartridge-box- , forty rounds; Sixteenth, An X
within a Circle; Seventeenth, Arrow; Eighteenth,
we cannot describe it; Nineteenth, Maltese Cross;
Twentieth, Five-pointe- d Star; Twenty --first, no
badge adopted; Twenty-secon- d, resembling a
Maltese cross, but with jirc arms instead of four;
Twenty-thir- d, Shield; Twenty-fourt- h, Heart
Twenty-fift-h, Diamond within a Square.

H G. B Brandon, 17. The captain probably had
no authority to make the stoppage on the pay-rol- l;

but, having been made, it must stand. There is no
remedy at this late date. To attempt to set aside
a stoppage made over twenty-on-e years ago would
be futile. The matter is not susceptible of proof.

W. M. C, Eocli Jlapidst Iowa. You cannot recover
pay or bounty from the Government for your first
and second enlistments, because you are, undoubt-
edly, marked on the rolls as a deserter from each
organization. Although you may have acted in
good faith, yet it appears that you left each of the
two organizations withoHtpropcr authority, which
is desertion in the meaning of the I aw. We advise
you not to agitate your military history prior to.
your last enlistment, as it would be impossible to
amend the records of the War Department to bene
fit you in any way. Better let the whole matter
drop. We have destroyed your letter, and matters
contained therein are strictly confidential.

G. ir. 5.. Wdlsville. Kan. 1st. Officers are re-
quired to furnish the same proof of origin of disa-Irili- ty

as enlisted men in their claims. 2d. You
may have resigned on account of disability otlier
than that for which you claim pension. It is not
usual to call for proof of origin ot disability
where records show claimant was treated in hos-
pital, or that he resigued or was discharged from
service for the identical disability alleged in his
pension claim, unless there is reason to believe that
such disability was not contracted in service and in
line of duty. In your case, the fact that you have
been called upon for proof of origin, warrants U3
in saying that your disability is either notamatter
of record, or that it is not shown to have been con-
tracted in service and in line of duty. 3d. There
may be some error inyourcase. We have no means
of knowing. Your attorney should be able to tell
you why proof of origin is called for.

21. A., Gcorpdoicn, A'.K Our article was correct.
The paper which published the item which you
sent us, either reported the decision erroneously,
or else the judge who made the decision has made
one that will not hold good in law. Any decision
to the effect thai " propertypurchascd with pension
money cannot be touched by the pensioner's cred-
itors," is not in accordance with, law and would be
set aside by a higher court. The law ceases to pro-
tect the pciiidon money alter it passes into claim-
ant's hands, and if he purchases property there-
with, such proieiiy is liable to legal process for
debt, it, the same as any other property.

J. F. J)., Proridciicc. It. T. 1st. Yes. A widow
of a second lieutenant receives 515 per month. 2d.
She cannot receive more or less than S15. There is
but one widow's rate for each rank. 3d. Yes. We
should consider it & "special" rase. 4th, It was
not necessary. 5lh. Write to the Commissioner
yourself, stating all the facts. If the attorney de-
mands or receives more Iliac ten dollars, (which
you say you have paid him), he will stand a very
good chance to see theinside walls of a penitentiary.
Jl power of attorney to collect a pension is worth-
less except as provided in section 4715 R. S. No per-
son but the claimant is entitled to the pension
money. Asksoinc judicial oflicerwho has a copy of
theKevised Statutes to let you read sections 4715,
4717, and 54S5. Cth. We cannot approximate any
date. If special it should be acted unon nromutly.

k7th. We do not think it is. Slh. He cannot.
G. S. JT., X. M. Borne, MiltcauJxe. We do not

know the object of the letter referred to by you,
unless the Pension Office desired to obtain the ad-
dresses of the parties for the purpose of correspond-
ing with them relative to the merits of your claim.

IF. S., Foal C3, JMden, JUb. The custom of deco-
rating Confederate as well ns Federal graves on
our Decoration Day, is confined to certain locali-
ties. It is not universal and is a question to be
decided by each Post and not by us. Our advice
to you is: "Be sure you are rignt, then go ahead."

J. M. S--, laicrcncc, Kan. You did perfectly right
in sending your pension certificate to the Pension
Office in applying for increase under act of March
3. 1863. It is not yet time for you to hear from it.
You must remember that there were many thou-
sand claims filed under said act and they cannot
mi oe aciea upon in uirce weeks " You will
probably get your now certificate in time to draw
""' "jpciscu. raus next mourn, wait patiently
until it comes. You could not use it until Juhp.
payment even if you had it now.

A, G. T., Sprinafldd, 3fass.Jt lakes about the
time mentioned for the report to reach the Pension
Office. 2o claim is submitted for allowance until
tho presence or absence of each surgeon, officer or
enlisted man who has testified in the case has been
shown by an official report from the Adjutant Gen-
eral of the army, and this takes several weeks andin soma cases months, owing to the immense num-
ber ofsuch calls. It often transpires that the WarDepartment records show witnesses who have tes-
tified to origin of disabilities to have been absentfrom their commands at the date when claimantwas present and alleges the incurrence of his disa-
bility. In such cases the testimony is regarded asincompetent and further testimony is required.
For this reason it is necessary to verify the where-
abouts of the army witnesses in every case. This
is one cause of seeming delay in n claim where all
the testimony has been filed, as the claim cannot
be passed upon without such reports from the Ad-
jutant General. Your claim ought to bo acted
upon very soon, wo should judge, ns it is about
time for the report in your case to be furnished. If
wo have a copy of the back number mentioned, we
will send it to you.

A. Jf., Wall Lake, Totoa.The President's Cabinet
Is as follows: Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Secre-
tary of Stale; Charles J. Folger, Secretary of the
?,;??I,ry Kobeit T. Lincoln, Secretary of War:

ilham 15. Chandler, Secretary of the Naw; W.
Q. Graham, Postmaster General; Henry M. Tel-
ler, Secretary of the Interior; Benjamin IL Brew-ster, Attorney General.

RuJscriber, Dana, Ind.l. You would have great
difficulty in establishing your claim for asthma,unless you could furnish medical teslimonv show-ing that it existed itmnedialdy after your dfscbarge
from service. 2. Consult any reliable attorney.
3. Claim tiled since Juno 30, 1SS0, cannot draw ar-
rears.

B. F. C., Moose Zahe3J inn. Yon are not entitledto an additional homestead, because you have ex-
hausted your rights.

A. a, CarUiagc, IlL An orphan sister of a de-
ceased soldier would be entitled to 8 per month, ifat all. She would have to prove the celibacy ofsoldier and her dependence unon him for supnort
nt the date of his death.

"JDocr Co.B. TTaiuati. TJ7. SukmnW ln"-Mnn--
u

He" lcrs." If claim is rejected, you or "your attor- -

nt.y win imj promptly informed of the fad and thereasons for sucli action. Tour discharge will bo
returned to you on your application therefor.

A.C.C, Ferry, 77. L Wo presume that you we
oiMsharged on a surgeon's certificate of disability,
which xtatcd that your disability existed prior tojalistinent. Such statement is supposed to have
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been based upon the actual facts in the case and
known to the oflicer who feigned the certificate.
The fact that you were not examined until six
months after enlistment 1ms nothing to do with
the case, us that proves nothing for or against. 2.
Tho present ruleis to reject a'l claims having an
adverse record as above mentioned, without call-
ing for testimony, ns the official record is consid-
ered conclusive as to the actual facts.

J. .rSan Francisco, CaJ. The bill extending the
privileges of the arrears act failed to pass Congress,
therefore no invalid claim tiled since June 30, 1SS0,
can draw arrears.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WAR.
The Leading Krtnts or the War Arranged by

Weekly Anniversaries.
1SG2.

Slay 8. Engagement near McDowell, on the
BulL Pasture Mountains, W. Va., by
25th. 32d, 73d, 75th and S2d Ohio, 2d
and 3d West Virginia inf., detachment
of 1st West Virginia cav. and batieries
I and K, 1st Ohio art., and 12th Ohio
battery.

,S. Skirmish at GlcndalcMiss., by detach
ment ot 2d Iowa cav.

8. Skirmish at Athens, Ala., by detach-
ment of 4th Ohio cav.

8. Reconnaissance towards Corinth, Miss.,
by Army of the Tennessee.

8. Reconnaissance to M. fc C. R. R., Miss.,
by 2d Jowa cav.

9. Skirmish near McDowell, Va by de
tachment of 55th Ohio inf.

9. Skirmish at Slatersvillc, Vn., by 2d
Rhode Island, OStlu Pennsylvania inf.,
detachment of Cth U. S. cav. and bat-
teries A, B, L and M, 2d U. S. art.

9. Skirmish nt Elk River, near Athens,
Ala, by company IS, 37th Indiana
inf.

9. Engagement nt Fnrmington, Miss., by
Hth Michigan, 22d, 26th, 27th, 12d,
47th and 51st Illinois. 11th Missouri,
8th Wisconsin Inf., 2d Iowa cav., 2d
Illinois art. and detachment of 4th D.
b. cav.

10. of Pensacola, Fla., by
detachment of 75th New York, com-
panies O and E, 3d If. S. inf., and
three batteries of U. S. art.

10. Action at Giles 'Court House. W. Va..
by 23d Ohio inf. and detachment of 2d
West Virginia cav.

10. Occupation of Norfolk and Portsmouth,
5 Va., by 16th Massachusetts, 10th,

20th, 99th N. Y. and 1st N. Y. Mounted
Rifles, 53th Pennsylvania, 1st Dela-
ware, 20th Indiana inf., 7th Massa-
chusetts battery, and company D, 4th
u. o. art.

10. Skirmish near Blooinfield, Mo., by de-
tachment of 1st Wisconsin cav.

10. Nnval Action near Fort Pillow. Tenn.
10. Reconnaissance towards sharp's Mills,

Miss., by detachments of 3d Michigan
aud 7th Illinois cav.

10. Skirmish near Farmington, Miss., by
company E, 3d Michigan cav.

10. Reconnaissance on Alabama road.
Miss., by detachments of 2d Michigan
and 2d Iowa cav.

-1- 0-1 Skirmish near Franklin, W. Va., by 3d
--uaryianu, oin west Virginia and S2d
Ohio inf., 1st Connecticut cav. and
Wilder's Indiana battery.

IL "Skirmish nt Pulaski, Tenn., by detach-
ment of 4th Ohio cav.

U. Skirmish at Princeton, W. Va., by 2Sth
Ohio inf.

12. Skirmish at Lewisburg, W. Vn., by de- -
lacnmentoiu west Virginia cav.

12, Skirmish near Farmington, Bliss., by
detachment of 2d Michigan and 2d
lowu cav

13. Skirmish near Kent Court House, Va.
bv 8th Pennsvlvutiin. cur.

13. Occupation of and skirmish at Rogers-vili- c,

Aln., by detachments of 7th
Pennsylvania and 5th Kentucky cav.,
79th Pennsylvania Inf. and battery B,
1st Ohio art.

13. Reconnaissance towards Corinth, Miss.,
by 2d and 3d Michigan and 2d Iowa
car. and battery Mlst Missouri art.

14. Skirmish at Fayettcville, Tenn., by de
tachment of 4th Ohio cav.

. 14. Skirmish at Cotton PJant, Ark., by 9th
Illinois cav.

. 14. Skirmish at Great Cross-Road- s, Va.. by' C2d Ohio inf.
15. 2?aval action at Fort Darling, James

River, Va., by gunboats Galena, Mon-- -
itor Knugatuck, Port Royal and
Aroostook, U. S. navy.

1SG3.
May 10. Shirmish at Civiqucs' Ferry, La., by

14th and 24th Maine and 177th New
York inf. and 21st New York battery
of art.' IL'EngagementatHorse-ShocBen- d of the
Cumberland River, Ky., by 9th and
12fh Kentucky cav., 20th Michigan
inf. and 21th Indiana battery of art.,
commanded by Col. R. T. Jacobs.

11. Action at Mount Vernon, Ark., by 5th
Kansas and 5th Illinois cav.

12. Skirmish at Linden, Tenn., by 6th Teu--
ncssee cav.

12.iEngagement at Fourteen Mile Creek,
Miss., by 13th Corps, Gen. McCler-nan- d

commanding; and 15th Corps,
Gen. Sherman commanding.

12. Battle of Raymon 1, Miss., by 17th
Corps, Gen.McPher&on commanding.

13. Action at Ponchatoula, La., by Col.
Davis' command.

13. Skirmish nt Hall's Ferry, Miss., by 2d
Illinois cav.

14. Battle of Juckson, Miss., by 17th Corps,
. Gen. McPherson commanding; and

15th Corps, Gen. Sherman command-
ing.

15. Expedition to Camp Moore, La., by
Col. Davis' command.

15-1-6. Expedition to Carsville and Suffolk,
Va., by Brigadier-Gen- . R. S. Foster's
command.

18G4.
May S. Engagement at Todd's Tavern, Va., by

Gen. Gregg's division of cav.
8. Battle of Spottsylvania, Va., by 2d

Corps, Gen. W. S. Hancock; 5th
Corps. Gen. G. K. Warren ; Cth Corps,
Gen. H. G. Wright; 9th Corps, Gen.
A. E. Bumside ; and Cavalry Corps,
Gen. P. II. Sheridan Army of tho
Potomac, General Meade command-
ing.

8. Action at Jeftersonville, Va., by Gen-
eral Averill's cav.

8V Action at Buzzard Roost Gap, Ga., by
4th Corps, General 0. O. Howard
commanding, and cav. corps.

8. Action at Snake Creek Gap, Ga., by
15th Corps, General John A. Logan
commanding.

9. Action at Dalton, Ga., by 23d Corps,
General J. M. Schoficld commanding.

9. Sheridan's Cavalry Raid, Va., by 1st
div., General Merritt; 2d div., Gen-
eral Gregg.

9. Action at Jarnett's Station, Weldon R.
R., Vn., by 11th Pennsylvania inf. and
8th New York battery.

9. Action at White's Bridge, Va., by 3d
New York and 1st D. O. cav. anl Sth
New York battery.

9. Action at Vamell's Station, Gn., by
General McCook's cav. div.

9. Action at Childaburg, Va., by 6th Ohio
and 1st New Jersey cav.

9. Engagement at Swift Creek, Va., by
10th Corps, General Q. A. Gilmore;
18th Corps, General W. F. Smith.

9. Engagemcntat Cloyd Mountain, Vn., by
12th. 23d, 3ith, and 3Gth Ohio, 9th,
11th, 14th and 15th W. Va. in, and
3d and 4th Pennsylvania Reserves.

9. Action at Cove Mountain near Wythe- -
ville, Va., by 14th Pennsylvania, 1st,
2d and 3d W. Va., and 31th Ohio
mounted inf.

9. Action at Beaver Dam Station, Va.,
ucnerai iwerruis cav. div.

10. Action at Ground Squirrel Church, Va.,
by General Mcrritt's cav. div.

10. Skirmish at Dardanelle, Ark., by 6th
jtvansas cav.

IL Skirmish at Ashland, Va., by 1st Massa-
chusetts cav.

11. Engagement at Yellow Tavern, Va.,
by 1st div., General Merritt; 3d div.,
Gen. Wilson, of Sheridan's cav. corps.

12. Skirmish at Smith's Station, Ind. Ter.
by 1st battalion, Nebraska cav.

12. Engagement at Vaughn. Miss., by 11th,
72d and 7Cth Illinois inf.

12. Battles of Fort Darling, Drury'sBlufT,
Va., by 10th Corps, General Q. A.
Gilmore; 18th Corps, General W. F.
Smith.

12-1- 7. General Kautz's raid on the Petersburg
and Lynchburg R.R., Va., by cavalry
ui iue Army oi uio James.

12. Action at Meadow Bridge, Va., by 1st
div., General Merritt; 3d div., General
Wilson, of Sheridan's cav. corps.

13. Battle of Rcsacn, Ga., by 4th Corps,
General O. O. Howard ; 14th Corps,
General J. M. Palmer; 20th Corps,
General Joseph Hooker; General
Thomas commanding. 15th Corps,
General John A. Logan; IGth Corps,
General Dodge; General McPherson
commanding. 23d Corps, General J.
M. Schoficld. Army of tho JL D.M.,
General Sherman commanding.

13. Skirmish at Pulaski, Tenn., by lllthu. ft. u. x.
13. Action nt Tilton, Tenn., by General

McCook's cav. div.
13. Skirmish nt Point LookOut, Va., by

detachment of 36th U. S. C. T.
14. Engagement at Mansura, La., by 3d

div., IGth Corps, and portion of cav.
div., 19th Corps.

14. Skirmish at Hood's Hill, Va., by do- -
tachment of the Army of West Vir-,- -
,Bia, Colonel A. Moore commanding.

Skirmish at Mount Pleasant Landing,
a.,by37thU,S.O.T.

15. Skirmish at New Market, Va., by Gen-
eral Sigel's command.

18CC.
May 10. Capture of Jeff Davis at Irwinsvillo,

vju., uy .uji Wisconsin ana uuiuicui--
frail nnv.

10. Surrenderor General fififn .Trtnna nml
8,000 men at Tallahassee, Fla., to Gen- -

xw xu. .m. iutvuuii, wnu a ueiacu- -
ment of his div.

11. Surrender of General JciT Thompson
and 7,500 men at Chalk BlufT, Ark., to
General Dodge's forces.

13. Action at Palmetto Rancho, Tex., by
C2d U. S. C. T 31th Indiana inf. and
2d Texas cav.

26. Surrender of Geueral E. Kirby Smithwith 20,000 men to Major-Gencr- al

Canby's command.

TIJE STORY OF SHILOH
'l'l"i-T- n

Concerning the Skulkers Tho Question

of Surprise Tlie Stine of Battle.
ZtSi c

To the Editor National TuinnsE:
I have no fight to niake.Stgnlnsfc Generals Bucll

or Nelson. 1 wns gladwhen I learned that the
head of Nelson's division bad come opposite Pi ttsr
burg Landing, and I am glrfcl to-da- y to award them
a measure of praise for gallant fighting on Monday
in the battle of Shiloh I Vbuld not, if I could, take
a particle of lustre from tlie bright escutcheon, of
Knell's army or Lew Wallace's division, but I riso
in iny place, as one Who fought and bled on tho
very ground where Albert Sidney Johnston gave up
his life, to say that there were not twenty thousand
skulkers, nor more than one-four- th of that number,
from the Army of the Tennessee on Sunday at
Pittsburg Landing. Abouthalf-pas- t eleven o'clock
on that memorable morning of the Cth of April,
16C2, 1 was wounded for the third time in my place
at the head of my company, twenty yards west of
the Corinth road, across which our brigade formed
in line of battle when we went to the support of
Sherman. I wns carried to our regimental head-
quarters, a mile or two to the northwest, thence to
Pittsburg Landing, which I reached about half-pa- st

one o'clock in tlie afternoon. I was as indignant
nt the skulkers as GeneralBtiellorGeneral Nelson,
but there were no river banks for skulkers to hide
under. The strip of land between the river and
the bluffs was not more than one hundred feet
wide, and half a mile south from tho mouth of
Smoke Creek it was cut up and filled with bayous.
On this narrow strip of land there were more than
one hundred army wagons and teams, which had
beenbroughttherebypanic-stricke- n drivers. There
were also perhaps five hundred of these teamsters
and as many soldiers who were slightly wounded,
and whom the medical authorities had kept ofi the
boats because there were so many others who were
more in need of attention. There were nlso doubt-
less five hundred deck hands who in the excitement
of the hourAvercon shore minglingwith the crowd,
but only from two thousand to four thousand
skulkers. I am satisfied that if any impartial man
will examine the ground he will be'eonvinced that,
after deducting the space necessary for ammunition
wagons and ambulances to move in, room for five
or six thousand men could hot be found in the en-ti- ro

bottom. I am equally well satisfied, too, that
every one of these skulkers will testify that tho
Army of the Tennessee was completely surprised ;
that they were yet in bed when the rebel army
came down upon the encampment of Sherman and
Prentiss; that these generals did not have time to
form in line of battle, and that regiments and brig-
ades, en deshabille, were swept away like dust before
a tempest of wind. But facts will always negative
these statements. Colonel Quinn, of the Twelfth
Michigan, says that at3 o'clock on Sunday morning,
the 6th of April, several companies Avere ordered
out, and he adds: "Our brave boys marched out
and had not over three miles to go before they met
the enemy." The first thing to which I wish here
to call attention is that the rebel advance, to say
nothing of the main army, did iioi lie on their arms
on Saturday night within a mile of Sherman's and
Prentis--' lines. The only way that Grant could
have determined whether or not the whole rebel
army was in his front would have been by making
a reconnaissance in force. That would have drawn
his army from its strong defensive position. In
case he had done this the howl would have been
much greater than it now is. It would have taken
the companies that were advanced in the night two
hours to go three miles, and as much time would
have been consumed in driving them back upon
the main line. That would bring us up to 7 o'clock
on Sunday morning, when the rebel skirmish-
ers would have appeared in Sherman's and Pren-
tiss' front. Their main line would not have come
down for at least half an hour later. Therefore,
when Sherman and Prentiss testify that their di-
visions were in line of battle in front of their camps,
they are sustained by both circumstantial and
positive evidence. McClernand and Hurlbut both
testify that they received word early in the morn-
ing from Sherman that he was attacked in front, at
which time he asked McClernand for cavalry.
What was this for? Doubtless to feel the strength
of the enemy's force in front. Colonel Davis, of
the Forty-sixt- h Illinois, says that "about 7:30 a.
m. on the 6th of April he heard volleys ofmusketry
and warned his men to hold themselves in readiness
to march nt once." Colonel Cruft, of the Thirty--ilr- st

Indiana, says : "On Sunday morning, tho 6th
inst., about half past seven", tanid discharges ofmus-
ketry from camps in front, indicated thecommence-men- t

of the battle." Every man acquainted with
army regulations must know that soldiers are not
in bed nt that time of day. These facts prove that
Giant's army was ag well prepared for the on-
slaught of the enemy as it could have been with-
out rifle-pit- s and field-work- s. The fact that the
Army of the Tennessee had so effectively checked
the rebel army befbre Buell or Lew Wallace had
come within supporting distance, and that it had
fallen back to Hurlbut's and W. IL L. Wallace's
camps a mileand a half away fromPittsburg Land-
ing, and there awaited the attack of the rebel army
on Monday morning, will forever convince the un-
prejudiced that Grant and his army was in no
danger of being captured or driven into tlie Ten-
nessee. T. J. BltYAXT,
Captain company D, 14th 111. vols., 2d brig. 4th div.

La Piiairie, 111.

The Sinth Illinois at Shiloh.
To the Editor National Tbibuse :

It was my fortune to bent the battle of Shiloh.
General Hovey, in his article asks, first, Was tho
Federal nrmy surprised Sunday morning, April 6,
1S62? and secondWas the conduct of Major-Gener- al

Lewis Wallace in marching from Crump's Landing
censurable? To the first question my answer Is,
"No." I joined my regiment the Ninth Illinois in-
fantry, MeArthur's brigade, Gen.W. H. L.Wallace's
division April 3, 1S62, after having been confined
in the hospital for a time from wounds received nt
Fort Donclson. After I arrived in camp the boys
told me that there was picket fighting nt the front
and that a general engagement would soon take
place. On that memorable Sunday morning our
regiment was preparing for Sunday morninginspec-tion- ,

and had just had breakfast, when the artillery
firing was first heard at the front. Sharp volleys
of musketry followed soon after, and a shell came
screaming into our camp and exploded in theorderly's tent of company K. The orderly ran out
and gave the command to fall in. About the same
time the drums of the regiment sounded the call.
In less than three minutes the regiment was in line
on the regimental parade ground. The orderly of
each company called roll and reported the number
who answered to their names. The combined re-
ports showed 540 men ready for action. Our ranks
had been somewhat thinned out at the battle of
Fort Donclson, as there we had lost thirty-fiv- e
killed and 1GS wounded. The regiment remained
in line until an aid came dashing up with orders to
move at once to the front. A grander sight one
could not wish to see than that presented by Gen.
W. H. L. Wallace's division as it marched out to
action that Sunday morning. Almost every regi-
ment composing the division had seen service in
the battles of Belmont and Fort Donclson, nnd tho
veterans knew that there was work before them.
The division marched on tho Corinth road about 8
o'clock in the morning. We soon commenced to
meet stragglers by tho hundred mailing their way
to the rear; infact.itwasagrandstampede. Ellbrts
wore made to stop them, and it is but justice to say
that many turned back and joined our ranks and
fought well that day. About twenty joined our
company and went into action with us. Five of
them were killed, and wc buried them with com-
pany K's dead. 1 remember that they all belonged
to Ohio regiments. The men would fight when they
were brought into action and had confidence in the
officers who led them. The Ninth Illinois came
into line of battle on the right of the regiment near
the Corinth road. On tho road at our right was abattery of artillery. Tho Twelfth Illinois infantry
came into line on our left, company A of the
Twelfth and companv K of the Ninth joining.
That part of the battlefield was heavily timbered,
but clear of underbrush. After getting into line wc
had orders to lie down on account of the fire from
artillery in our front. At this time several men ofcompany Bof the Ninth Illinois were killed by a
shell. Then came the order" forward," and wc went.Anything was' better than the suspense of lying
down under fire nnd not fighting. Along our front
was a ravine. We charged at double-quic- k across
it and came into action at once. Beyond the ravinewns a peach orchard, and here for more than two
hours we held the line. It was at this time thatthe Ninth Illinois lost so heavily. When tho regi-
ment fell back wo left in killed and wounded 350
men out of the 450 who went into action two hours
before, not counting the boys who had joined us
on our way to the front. Though we had to fall
bnck, wo were not defeated, for wo again came into
action at 3 o'clock in tho afternoon, and in that en-
gagement lost Captain McClcnry of company K.
Our loss at Shiloh was 61 killed, 290 wounded, nnd
12 missing a total of 303. All the commissioned
officers but three were killed or wounded. Among
the latter were the colonel and lieutenant-colone- l.

I well remember tho first battalion drill after thebattle. Eight companies of tho regiment were
commanded by sergeants, pur loss in that actionm killed and wounded was greater than that ofany other regiment. James Oates,

Cincinnati, Auk. Ninth 111. Vol. Inf.

Tho Army Surprised or tho Commanders Careless.
To tho Editor National Tkibune:

1la.vc bcm n subscriber to The Tribune since
last November nnd would not do without it nowfor five times its cost. I have noticed in its col-
umns, of late, a number of letters concerning thebattle of Shiloh. Some of my old comrades declarethat we were surprised arid Others as positively as-
sert that we were not. As I participated in bothdays' fight myself, J am naturally very much in-
terested in the discussion. If it bo a fact that wewere not surprised nt Shiloh, I would like to haveGeilCHtl Vlnlnll m cnn.n r(li).f nnmynitn. ...,1..:..
the readers of The Tkibune why it was that nopreparations were made to receive tho enemy. Iwas a member myself of General Hurlbut's divis-
ion, and history says wo 'reached Pittsburg Land-ing March 18, 1862. Why was it that during thothreo weeks that followed,' hothing was done to-
wards intrenching our position? Thero was not a
shovelful of dirt thrown up for breastworks, nor asingle rifle-p- it dug that I over heard of. I remem-
ber that on the Friday evening preceding the bat-
tle, a rebel reconnoitcring party made demonstra-
tions on our front, and the troops were called outm expectation of an attack. It proved to bo a false
alarm. But why, even at that Into day, if our offi-
cers were expecting an attack, did they not set usto work throwing up breastworks for our protec-
tion? lor my part I shall never believe but thatwe were surprised at Shiloh. If not, the lives ofthe thousands of bravo comrades that were sacri-
ficed there should be charged against tho bad gen-
eralship of those in command their gross neglect
in not erecting earthworks and ascertaining tho
position of the enemy and his strength on the Sat-
urday preceding the battle. I was n member of
General Lauman's brigade, composed, I think, of

tlie First and Second Kentucky and tho Thirty-fir-st

nnd Forty-fourt- h Indiana, and I should be
glad to hear from any of my old comrades, either
through The Tkibune or by letter.

J. F. Ferguson,
Co. C, Thirty-fir-st Indiana volunleers.-Riley- ,

Ind.

ANDERSONVILLE AS IT IS.
An First Square 3Ical There The

t Spring and the Wells.
To tho Editor National Tkibune :

On the morning of April 21th, 1833, there alighted
from the tiain at Andcrsonville, Georgia, a party
consisting of Mr. Isaiah Rudy, of Philadelphia, Mr.
and Mrs. B. F. Hartman. of Chester county, Pa.,
Mrs. G. IL Warren . and Master Frank Warren, of
Minneapolis, Minn., and inquired of tho writer
whether he with the place. In re-
ply, I modestly stated that I had boarded there
some years previously, when Captain Wirz ran a
hotel on n large scale. They concluded that I was
the man that they had been looking for, nnd to-
gether we went over to the place where the stock-
ade used to be. We found that on the east side
but very little is now standing. I cut out of
the north gate post a piece of wood containing a
minie ball, and prize it very highly. I also se-
cured three canes that grew up in"my old " house "
there. Both the slough and the island arc grown
up with willows, sweet gum, black-jac- k oak,
persimmon, and other kinds of timber. I found
the Providential spring just where it broke out
so unexpectedly shortly alter the rain storm which
washed away the stockade on the upier and
lower sides. It is about twenty feet from the stock-
ade, on the north side of the branch, and west side
of the prison. It is about three hundred feet up
the hill from tho branch, and flows down the hill
against the stumps of the stockade. But for the
latter it would cross over and emerge on the west
side. The people of the neighborhood told us that
the water was the nicest, purest, aud coolest in all
that section of the country far superior both to the
well water in the village and that at the cemetery.
It boils up with white sand, and has washed out u
gully about six feet deep. I ran a cane down nt-- the
spot Avhere it boils up for a distance of three feet,
and it failed to touch bottom. Should no mar-
ble shaft ever bo erected at Andcrsonville to thememory of our dead comrades, this spring will
still be an everlasting reminder of what they suf-
fered. We found that the greater portion of the
south side of thestockadc had been planted . vprn,
now from four to six inches in height, and that four
or five acres on the north side Avas in corn nloo.
We examined quite a number of the wells on the
north side, nnd they looked as solid as they did
nineteen years ago. I threw a stone down one
of them and it seemed to be from thirty to forty feet
deep. But to return to Avhat I started to describe
in the first place my first square meal at Ander-sonvill- e.

Tho party to which I have alludedbrought a lunch Avith them, consisting of spring
chicken, boiled ham, boiled eggs, white bread, and
butter, pickles, pie and cakes. Just think of sitting
down to such a feast as this inside of the old stock-
ade at Audersonville 1 Fellow survivors of Sout h-e- rn

prison-pen- s, I could not keep back the tears asI ate that meal under the shade of peroimmon and
black-jac-k oalcs, about one hundred feet cast of the
spring, nnd remembered how many, many thou-
sands of brave men had starved to death on thatvery spot 1 I found the swamp itself Avorse than it
Avas during the war. Ea-ci- i where the cook-hou- se

stood it is swampy now, and tlie place is groAvn
over with underbrush. Indeed, I avos unable to
make my way to it. However, 1 made the circuit
of tlie Avhole stockade, and some ofthe eartlnvorks,
where the batteries stood, seemed as fresh as ifthey had been built but a short time ago. The
cemetery is in fine condition. It is inclosed by a
brick Avail some four or live feet high, and just in-
side of this Avail there is an Osage orange hedge.
There are many nice drives through the grounds,
which aro nicely shaded Avith native timber, among
the trees being many magnolias just about to blos-
som, and the grass is kept nicely trimmed AA'ith lawn
moAvcrs. At the time of our they Avere mount-
ing two siege guns, pointing toAA-ar- HeaA'en. You
Avill appreciate thepleasure Avhich this visit afforded
me Avhen I tell you that I avos taken prisoner on the
20th of September, 1S63. at the battle of Chicka-niaug- a,

and confined at Belle Isle; Smith's
Prison, Richmond ; Prison No. 5, Danville; Andcr-
sonville, Charleston. Florence, and Saannah, at
which latter place I avos released November 30th,
1861, after a continuous confinement of fourteen
months and ten days. I noAV reside at Rockfield,
Carroll county, Indiana. A. S. 3IcCoiancic

Anui:ksonville,.Ga., April 21, 18S3.

Another Comrade's Visit to Anacrsonrlllc.
To tho Editor National Tkibune:

I have noticed a great deal lately about Ander-soiwill- e,

butlAvill not inflict upon you any of my
personal experiences in that hell on earth. A little
o-- a year ago I visited the old prison, nnd paid a
colored man to clean out and wull up the famous
Providential spring that the bovs have been Avrit-in-g

about so much recently. The avcIIs on the
north side are now almost as perfect and round as
Avhen they Avere scooped outAvith pieces of old can-
teens. Some of them are deep. The forts Avhich
stood at each corner of the stockade are still stand-
ing and in almost perfect condition. The old star
fort at the soutlnvest corner could in a few hours
be made as strong as when the battery of Florida
artillery had their guns trained on us, in pursuance
of General Winder's order, to open fire Avith grape
nnd canister as soon as word caino that the enemy
had approached Avithin seven miles of tlie camp. Iconsider that the most fiendish order ever issued to
troops in ancient or modern Avars.

Beaman, Iowa. . H. S. Beasias.

One of Andersonvillo's Living Skeletons.
"In The Tkibune of April 19th Comrade J. J.

Lucas, of Excello, Missouri, stated that during
seven months of prison life his Aveight avos reduced
from 170 to 06 pounds. Permit me to giA'e my own
experience. 1 Avas captured August 17, 1864, and

confined in Audersonville aud Floreuce six
months and eleven days. At the time of my incar-
ceration I weighed 16'24 pounds. When releasedI 60 pounds, but as I had on a blanket,
blouse, shirt, pants, shoes and hat, my actual
Aveight doubtless not oA-c- r 50 pounds. I could
not take a step Avithout help. I would like to hear
from some comrade who wns with me on that flat
car on the road from Florence to Wilmington that
night when the white frost pinched ussoseA-erely.- "

Stephen Hammond, North Carver, JIaas.

A Dcfcnso of the Xew York Jiflitla.
To the Editor National Tribune:

I have read Comrade Fitts' letter in your paper
of April 26th, in Avhich he states tliat the militia of
the State of New York " never left the State during
the A'ar."

Noav.I would respectfully call Comrade Fitts'
attention to the fact that the Second, Sixth, SeAenth,
Eighth, Thirteenth, Fourteenth, TAventieth, Sixty-nint- h,

SoA'cuty-firs- t, and Seventy-nint- h regiments,
Ncav York State militia, Avent out under the first
call for 73,000 three months' men. The term of
service of all the three months' regiments expired
before the first Bull Run battle, but they all volun-
teered to remain in the service until after the bat-
tle, and the Second, Eighth, Fourteenth, Sixty-nint- h,

and Seventy-nint- h regiments
took part in that battle. I am certain there Avere
other militia regiments in the serA'ice that I cannot
call to mind now.

After their discharge from the three months'
service, the Fourteenth New York State militia
(Brooklyn Chasseurs) and the Twentieth New
York State militia (Ulster Guard) immediately

for the Avar, and did their share of the
fighting. Tho Fourteenth regiment serA'cd through
the Avhole Avar, and have an honorable record. The
Twentieth regiment. New York militia, avos mus-
tered out of tho United States scrA-ic- e JanuarA-20- ,
1S66, after over four and a half years' service, 1mA'-i- ng

taken part in the battles of BeA'crlv Ford, War-rcuto- n,

Gainesville, Groveton, second Bull Run,
Chnntilly, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericks-burg- h,

Gettysburg, and siege of Petersburg. The
regiment lost 323 men at the second Bull Run, andat the battle of Gettysburg eighteen officers out of
twenty-si- x were killed nnd Avounded, and 125 men
out of 266. I think (but am not certain) that tho
Second New York State militia also enlisted for
the Avar.

Do you not think that some of onr militia should
be eligible to membership in tho Grand Army of
the Republic? S. F. Alligek,

Formerly Co. B, 20th llcg. N. Y. S. M.
Kysekike, N. Y.

Indiana Soldiers in tho Jlexican War,
To the Editor National Tribune:

Some time in the year past, I noticed a commu-
nication written by a Hoosier soldier, in Avhich hepromised, at a time not far distant,, to lay beforeyour readers aA-er-

y interesting paper treating ofthe Indiana regiments at the battle of Buena Vista.I have before me a sketch of that memorable strug-
gle, which says : " The tight squeeze at Buenn Vistu
had come. Hardin had been killed and young
Harry Clay died at tlie head of Old Kcntuck. Yellwas Aviped out and about 40,000 yaller skins surged
in front of and around America's "only chance "
the volcanic battery of Captain Braxton Bragg.
Things badly mixed wp. Yankees and greas-
ers ditto tho Posey county braves had been
boAvled out early in the muss and Avere in tho chap-
arral hunting Ucas." Now, if this bit of history
isn't so, aa'o hope it will aggravate our unknown
brother into producing his paper on th subject,
not ns a vindication of Indiana pluck, (that never
Avas doubted,) but as a contribution throwing more
light on one of the dark spots in that Avar, Avhoso
memories begin to take on tho glamor of romance.

The Tribune is the soldier's own paper. In its
broad columns will bo preseiwed, for the Maeaulnv
of another generation, the vivid stories of the rani:
and tile tho minutira of Avar which shall shine iu
tho historian's fabric like tho stars of a summer
evening in heaven's otherwise unbroken blue.
Who will Avrito for us a history of the famous Sec-
ond Colorado; portray its terrible fights with
merciless guerrillas; its indomitablo, bull dog cour-
age, Avhich drew, e'on from a brilliant Confederate
Avriter, the admiring sentence "thoy fought
bravely; thoy fought long nnd well."

A. W. Sawyer. M. D.,
Late of company K, 45th Iowa Inf.

Abelo, Mo,

TIw Best and Most Widely Circulated.
From the Valley Chronicle, SI. Oharles, III.

Tho best and by far tho largest circulated paper
deAoted to the interests of tho soldiers, is Tiie Na-
tional Tribune, published at Washington, D. C,
at the low price of &l per annum. It is a
quarto sheet, and brim full every Aveck of Avell-Aviitt- en

articles by soldier pens, descriptive of the
thrilling events of the Avar of tho rebellion. The
number for April 12 contains articles upon Burd-side- 's

expedition to Roanoke Island, tho flanking
of Atlanta, letters from old soldiers upon the battle
of Shiloh and many other interesting papers. TheTribune is do'oted to tho interests of all who
serA'cd in tho Union armies during tho rebellion.
Its circulation is over 50,000, of which Illinois has
the largest number of any State, 5,214.

PEACH TREE CREEK,

A Budget of Letters Concerning the

Atlanta Campaign.

Comrade Fish and his Critics.
To tlie Editor National Tribune:

In your lost issue (the 26th), Comrade Charles A.
Iiong, of company I, One Hundred and Eleventh
PeiinsylA-nniainfantr- ofCobham'a brigade.Geary's
division, Corps, concludes that I never
saw the Twentieth Corps, or if I did, that 1 avos both
blind aud deaf, as I did not tell all about the battle
of Peach Tree Creek and the entire military record
of the Twentieth Corps. I could not, from the
prominent and stubborn fact that I was not with
that corps on duty, but Avas attached to the stuff
of Mojor-Gencr- al John A. Logan for duty as signal
oflicer, and formed a unit in the force of signal
officers doing duty Avith the Army of the Tennes-
see, and consequently I confined my sketch to the
operations of the department to which I avos at-
tached principally, only referring to other depart-
ments Avhen it became necessary to properly ex-
plain our own movements. AVell, what did I say
to Avhich my comrade of the One Hundred and
EleA-cnt- h Pennsylvania takes exception? Let me
refer to the issue from which he quotes : "Hood
Avas now in command of the rebel army, General
Johnston having been relieved, and Avas gradually
falling back before our advance, watching an op-
portunity to attack our lines. This opportunity
seemed to offer on the 20th. The Armies of the
Tennessee und Ohio were at Decatur. theTwentleth
and Fourteenth Corps Avere at Peach Tree Creek,
while the Fourth Corps Avas on thcSandtoAvn road.
If he could pierce the center and separate the army
he might whip us in detail and put us to utter route
or capture us. It Avas n bold A'cnture, but in per-
fect accord Avith the character of the man. He at-
tacked General Thomas furiously, hurling upon
our lines his chosen troops, under his best generals,
but the 'Rock of Cliickamauga could not be
moved. Thomas' men stood their ground against
the repeated assaults without flinching, and by
their aim co-ere- d the ground li

rebel dead and Avounded." Now, Comrade Long,
does not this give the true location ofthe Twentieth
Corps? nndAverc not tlie Fourth, Fourteenth and j
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George II. Thomas, o gained the name of the
"Rock of Cliickamauga" by his courage and cool-headedn- ess

oa that memorable dav, the 27th of
September, 1S63? Of course tho Twentieth Corps
Avas then at Peach Tree Creek, and Major-Gener- al

Hooker was thereand so Avas Major-Gener- al Jeff".
C. Davis, Avith his Fourteenth Corp-- , both under
the command of the "Rock or Cliickamauga," "and
by their (the TAventieth and Fourteenth Corps')
Avell-dircct- ed aim covered the ground Avith rebel
dead and wounded." "What more could I have said,
comrade, that Avould have shown the gallant
bnwery, the determined stand, the heroic conduct
of those men, than AA'hom none brewer eA'cr lived,
that composed that line so fiercely assaulted by
nearly the full strength of General Hood's army?
All the trouble with Comrade Long is that he has
forgotton that " Old Pap" commanded "Fighting
Joe," and that under the personal superAision of
"Old Pap Thomas" "Joe and Jeff" won the
glorious victory of Peach Tree Creek. But I am.
glad Comrade Long spoke out, aud hope he will
sieak again, for through Tiik Tkibune the world
is getting the real heart-histor- y of the late Avar. Iread everything in The Tkibune tliat comes from
or relates to my old comrades in arms, and I find
my mind goes back to those days " that tried men's
souls," nnd I live over again in memory those
marches, battles, skirmishes and all the incidents ofarmy life, and that life which Avas and is very dear
to me. In looking oA'er another page of your last
issue, I found a notice ofthe proposed Reunion of the
brigade commanded by General C. C.Walcutt, for-
merly colonel of the Forty-sixt- h Ohio, Avhichbrings
to mind a little incident that I Arill relate as I re-
member it, honing it may prompt some other com-
rade to criticise my remarks. The date I cannot
give to the day. but this incident happened in the
latter part of June, 1S64, Avhile our army Avas be-tAv-

Big Shanty and Kencsaw Mountain. At the
left of Little Kenesaw avos a high hill, a continua-
tion of the range, on which aa-o-s posted a rebel bat-
tery, which annoyed General F. P. Blair's line, and,
occasionally, his headquarters to some extent, re-
tarding the forward movement of his lines ofworks,
and keeping back the Avhole army. The guns of
this battery could not be silenced by our batteries
in the line of works. I frequently rode down that
Aay to see hoAv things Avere progressing, watching
the enemy, and reporting matters to headquarters.
One day, Avhile on the hue, I discovered Generals
Sherman and Blnir npproacliing the place where Ihad stopped for obserA'ation. They deeply
and earnestly engaged in convervatlon, and as
they approached and dismounted, I was soon
aAvnre ot the theme. " That battery must be driven
from that hill orcapturcd," avos the determined

from Sherman's lips. Gen-
eral Blair said it ought to be done, but it would cost
a vast number of lives. General Sherman pressed
the necessity of the occasion upon General Blair,
but did not order him to make tlie charge. General
Blair only replied: "The cost is too great." Istood
there, holding in my little sorrel, an attentive
listener, Avishing Blair would volunteer to move on
the hill and attempt its capture, but he did not.
While this conversation Avas taking place General
Logan rode up. He out on a tour of observa-
tion also, anxious for the advance of the left Aving.
Sherman pointed to the hill Avith its froAAming batt-
er-, and asked General Logan ifhe had any troops
he could spare from his line. The answer came
readily : " Yes, sir." " Can you take that battery?"
asked General Sherman. The reply shot out of
Logan's mouth as quick as lightning: "ByG ,
Ave can try I " "Then." says Sherman, " order for-Ava- rd

your men." General Logan turned to one of
his aids nnd bade him ride to General Harrow's
headquarters and request him to march his diA-is-io-n

to the left front of the Seventeenth Corps on a
double-quic- k. All who kneAv Logan in the army
kneAV Avhat he meant ho said ride not at a
sIoav pace, but Avith the speed of the Avind. AAvay
ilew the aid, aud in an incredulous short time Gen-
eral HarroAA-- , at the head of his division, came trot-
ting down the line in rear of the Seventeenth Corps,
lialting Avhen it approached Logan. Harrow Avas
speedily informed Avhy he Avas sent for and the
duty required of him, and he nioved on into posi-
tion. Colonel Walcutt's brigade was put in advance
as tlie charging party, with his OAVn regiment the
Forty-sixt- h Ohio as skirmishers, the otlier brf-gad- es

in esclielon, close order, prepared for desper-
ate, bloody Avork. Colonel Walcutt moved out
across the intervening space, readied the foot of
the hill, rode to the front of the skirmish line, or-
dered a charge,.and aAvny Avent the line, closely
followed by the entire brigade, and, quicker than Iam writing it, they Avere over the parapet, inside
the Avorks, masters of the situation and oAvners of
the battery and its support of over 300 infantry !
Walcutt's loss was light onlyafewAvounded.
So impetuous a'os his charge that the enemy were
completely aAved, and fired but few shots, compara-
tively.

The victors and the vanquished marched back to
our lines and on to their camp, the victors even
the Avounded singing "John BroAvn" with the
vim nnd spirit characteristic of our nrmy.

Now, let some comrade who aa-- in that charge
come to tho front and give, through The Tkibune.
his vieAVof it as hesaw it. This is the only Avay to get J
un wiu jusiury oi mo various campaigns oi me war.
Tavo men might belong to the same regiment yes,
the same company and yet tell two very different
stories of an engagement, and both true,"as no two
men received the snmo impressions of the same
seenc. I liave read the mnm- - communications re-
garding the battle of Shiloh with great interest,
nnd huA--c in hand a sketch draAA--n from my diory
and memory of the operations of my own regiment
during those two days of awful hard fighting and
the days spent in removing the wounded and bury-
ing the dead, Avhich, when completed, I Avill sub-
mit to you for publication if you deem it worthy of
a place in your excellent paper.

Ciias. n. Fish,
Late Signal Officer, Dep't of Tenn.

Neavton, Iowa, April SO.

Tho Fourteenth Corps at LflTejoj Station.
To the Editor National Tkibune:

I AA-- very much interested In the signal
corps experiences of Comrade C. H. Fish, but
Avould like to correct his description of the part
taken by the Fourteenth Armv Corps In the tight
near Lovejoy'a Station, in the rear of Atlanta. Ibelonged to company F, Fifty-secon- d regiment, O.
V. I., Third brigade. Second division, Fourteenth
Corps, and wns a skirmisher on the extreme right
of our (Fourteenth Corps) line. The rebel Avorks
formed an obtuse angle in front of and opposite
the extreme left of the line of the Fifteenth Corps.
AVe had orders to advance our regiments very
slowly, swinging tho line like a gate upon its
hinges until we Avero parallel Avith tlie enemy's
Avorks, when avc Avero to continue the advance
until Ave could form on the left of the Fifteenth
Corps. General King's brigade of Regulars avos on
our left. The ground in our front avos open,
with the exception of a few trees ami brush along a
small stream a short distance in front of tho rebel
Avorks. In front of General Kimr's bricade the
ground avos open until within ten or twelve rods of
the enemy's Avorks, where a grove of timber inter-
posed. Wo had no orders to charge tho enemy,
but when Ave got within easy range tney made it so
hot Avith both artillery and musketry that avc had
to go either forAvard or back, und forward avc Avent,
capturing tho battery and taking General Govan
nnd his brigade prisoners. General King's brigade
fell backnnd tho First brigade of our division, com-
manded by General J.D. Morgan, took their place,
(instead of Genoral Baird's division, as the signal
corps officer has It.) Ho has thus described a cliarge
made by the division of General Jeff C. Davis und
given the credit to General Baird's division. He
may recollect that it.Avos a regiment of zouaves,
the Ncav York, tluu led tho charge.
Thoy were thrice repulsed and rallied, but the
third time succeeded in taking tho Avorks and cap-
turing a number of prisoners. The Seventeenth
New York avos commanded by their major, ayoung mnn less than tAvenry-on- o years of age, Avho
receiATid his fourteenth wound in tliis charge. The
prisoners remainad in our care until we marched
them inside tho stockade at Atlanta recentlv used
by them as a prison-pe- n for the Yankees tliat fell
into their hands.

A Grand Army Post has lately been established
at this place, and is Aery prosperous. It is called
McCullough Post. No. 44, alter one of Missouri's
bravo and noble soldiers.

S. C. HcTcmxsos.
Mili.ex, Mo.

Tho Fight or September 1st.
To tho Editor National TarcuNE:

I have been very much interested of late in Lieu-
tenant Fish's account of the battles that Avere
pitched to gain Atlanta. Tho lieutenant's articles
aro well written and in tho main correct, but I
don't think ho gives the Fourteenth Corps due
credit, though they are justly entitled to a largo
share of the laurels, and especially those of Sep-
tember 1st. In The Tribune of April 19 the lieu-
tenant says the Fourteenth Corps wns on tlie other
side of tho railrcad and that tho rebs had a heavy

force in strong earthworks. It is cartafclv truethat the enemy was in heavy tore, but ilf ttu-r-

Avars any carHiAA'orks in Ifcont of the FourteenthCorps we Suled to find them. At sunrise en thmorning of September Iit the First and Second di-vei-

of the Fourteenth Corps went- - Mime sixmiles to the south and wt of JoiiesboroVand there
Avere also four or five batteries on thi Mfi.of theSecond division, just on the edge pr the wtfod. and
in our immediate front was wheeler's rebel cav-
alry. Avhich made a cliarge on us just as we
were getting into lino to march on Jonesboro'.Those cavalrymen made as fine a ebarge as ever
about seventy-fiv-e yards of the woods, when ourbatteries opened on them Avith cannister, illhng theair Avith smoke and covering the ground Avithdead
and dying. Horses Avithout riders were seen run-
ning promiscuously over the little common in-- frontof the batteries. As soon as the first volley of artil-lery avos discharged at the robs the infantry jumpedup and gave cheer alter cheer, which made it seemas if all the devil in hell had been turned loo-tt-T-

infantry did not fire a shot, but were orderedout and into line of march. The bugles blew the
double-quic- k, and after tliat the run. anil Ave Avent
on until Ave struck the line of rebel infkntry men-
tioned above, halting only long enough to unsling
knapsacks. Wc found therebel just forming their
battle-lin- e in front of Jonesboro'; some of them
Avere still on the cars, liaving arrived from Atlantathat morning. General James D. Morgan, ofQuincy.IlL. commanded the troop that did thoheft of the fighting in our vicinity "Squint-eye-d
Jimmy" Ave used to call him. The Seventeenth

iew York zouaves bore the brunt of the battle andlost very heavily. Among the dead avos their 'gal-
lant colonel. They Avere in the First brigade Firstdivision, of the Fourteenth Corps. The Secondbrigade, Second division, numbered somel,100 men.
officers and all, and when the fight was over, at 10
o'clock at night, Ave had captured2,200 rebel prison-
ers and had lost between five and six hundred oftlie Second brigade in killed and wounded. Theseprisoners we marched back to Atlanta, where they
were disposed of. Wishing The Tkibune a longand
useful lite, and believing it to be one of the bestpapers in existence, I remain, "true blue."

C. A. B. Fox.
Late of Co. H, S6th III. Vol. Inf.Huntley, Minn.

The Achierenients of the Twentieth. Corps.
To the Editor National Tribune :

In a recent issue of Tiie National Tkibuneappeared a letter from Comrade Charles A.Long, One Hundred and Eleventh Pennsyl-
vania volunteers, in reply to Signal Officer
Fish's account in your issue of March 29th of
the battle of Peach Tree Creek. The latter states
that Ceneral Hood, in attacking the Union forces
found the Old Rock of Cliickamauga immovable.
Noaa-- , I was a member of companv F. Forty-sixt- h

regiment Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. Firstbrigade, First division. Twentieth Corps, composed
of three divisions, commanded, respectivelv. First
division by General Williams, Second division by
Gener ' Geary, and Third division by General
HbwaftT. The First and Second divisions composed
the old Twelfth Corps; the Third division was theold Eleventh Corps both from tho Potomac Army.
After the three days' battle of Gettysburg, the Elev-
enth and Twelfth Corps was consolidated, namedthe TAventieth Army Corrw, and transferred to the
AVest, under General Joseph Hooker, to
General Sherman. When, therefore. General Hood
and his army of Johnnies met the glittering bayo-
nets of theTwentleth Army Corps, it was-th- e rock
of the Potomac, and not Chickaxnauga, as the sig-
nal officer says, which they encountered! It had
been tossed about and shattered on many a bloody
field in old Virginia.

The Twentieth Corps crossed Peach Tree Creek
early on the morning of July 20. IS61, the Third
division on the left, Second division in the center,
and First division on the right, my own regiment
being the extreme rightof our Corps, and one bri-
gade of the Fourteenth Corps. I believe, being still
to our right. I do not think this brigade of the
Fourteenth. Corps was engaged, however. We
were located in an open field on high ground, and
could see along the line ofour oAvn and the Second
division. When the ball opened the roll of mus-
ketry and artillery moved from left to right, and
in the afternoon when, that horrible mass of John-
nies struck our line, we found them six deep, com-
ing up hill through heavy timber and underbrush.
We Avere on our knees, and gave them the first
reception of minies in tliat position at a distance
of not more than thirty feet. But they soon showed
themselves so strong in numbers that they suc-
ceeded in flinging their left around our right, and
some of us were forced to face about and fight them
both ways with our single line. We held theenemy in check, however, till darkness closed over
this bloody battlefield and the Johnnies withdrew,
leaving us to bury the dead. Our loss was heavy.
In my own company twenty-fou- r out of forty-eig- ht

were shot down. I lacked at the time but thirteen,
days of having served out my term, of three years.
It is a miracle that anyof us escaped that shower of
lead. General Hooker stood in. this field like anIron statue, hat in hand, and exposed to all sorts ofdangers. A man that would desert such a general
as he was ""Fighting Joe." as we called him
must be lacking in all soldierly qualities. HeAvas
the bravest of the brave. Hooker's report to Gen-
erals Thomas and Sherman put3 the loss of his corps
at 1.SCO, and states tliat the enemy left 6,000 dead
and wounded in his front. It will be remembered
that General Sherman issued an order compliment-ing the Twentieth Army Corps for their conducton this battleiield. Nor should it be forgotten thatit was General Geary's Second division. Twentieth
Corps, which, charged and took the famous Lunettbattery at the battle of Resaca,Ga, The gunners
used their rammers to beat out the brains of our
soldiers as they sealed the works, but were finally
overpowered and the cannoneers nailed to theground with our bayonets. And it was General
a&JXTTr? Sppnnfl IltTTainr, Ttiranfiatk fA.... it &

scaled the rocky peaks of Lookout Mountain andfought the battle in the clomls 2,300 feet above thesea and thereby opened the great "Cracker
Route" for Sherman's army.

Joseph Engojtae
MiT.T.-vnxE-

, N. J.
Who ras He!

To the Editor National Tkibune:
In NoA-embe- r, 1S62, while my regiment (Eighty-nin- th

O. V. I.) was in camp at "the Kanawha Falls,
West Virginia, myself and three of my comrades
one day got a pass to go outside of the lines. Wo
went south on the Fayetteville road, which for part
of the way winds along through a ravine, Avhich
separates Cotton Mountain on the east from an-
other mountain on the Avest. After going nearly
three-quarte- rs of a mile we reaehed a large beech
tree marked with the following letters cut in the
bark: "H. Shinn, Floyd's Retreat. 161." At this
place Ave noticed an old foot-pat- h, which led through
the underbrush up Cotton Mountain. From curi-osity we followed this path until it ended. Ourambition avos to go on to the top of the mountain,as neither of us had ever been so near heaven as
on a mountain-to- p. The mountain side was cov-
ered AAith laurel, sassafras, hemlock and cedar,
and sometimes when the ascent avos verv steep tlie
brush aided us to climb. After having'scrambled
up for over a mile, we became so fatigued that Ave
were compelled to lialt for awhile and rest. While
resting nnd chatting, our attention Avas aH at once
called to something that looked rather queer a few
feet from us. amongst a pile of small rocks. Upon
examination we found them to be huamn bouw,
and upon closer inspection they were seen to be
the bones of a Union soldier. We found his heavy
Government shoes, the rim of his cap, and one
sleeve of his blouse, on which was a eorporaVs
chevron. A small lock of his hair was also found,
which was in color a dark auburn. AH the bones
were there save the skull. This may have rolled
down the mountain side. The indications Avereplain that the body had never been buried, but
probably had Iain upon the ground until beasts and
decomposition had cleaned the Hesh from Um hont.
Who he was and how he came there Avas'nnuai- --
portant question. v e could not nnd any duo as to
nis name, jl ue conclusion Ave rencheu was that, as
there had been L'nion troops at the Falls the prt
vious year and also in the present year, this man
had probably been a soldier of some in&intry regi-
ment; had. like ourselves, taken a ramble upon
the sides of Cotton Mountain; had mot with bush-
whackers, and had been killed by them. Tho
place where the bones were found avos rather an
open space, and looked as if thero had been no
attempt at concealment.

Believing that we were probably in the same
danger, and concluding Ave were as near heaven as
Ave wished to be for the present.webontahasty
retreat down to camp.

In the afternoon my regimental commander,
Lieutenant-Colon- el Rowe, sent myself and two
other soldiers to gather up the scattered bones and
give them a decent burial. This we did at the
place we found them, and raised above his grave a
small monument of rocks, Avhich I believe I could
find again to-da- y.

From the opening of the war up to the date of
my sketch there had been many regiments of Ohio
soldiers camped in and near the Falls. The regi-
ments were the Eleventh. Twelfth. Twenty-thir- d.

Thirtieth. Thirty-sixt- h, and. others from, other
States. This soldier, who Avaa a corporal, must
have mysteriously disappeared. To throw soma
light upon what happened over twenty years ago,
and to clear away the mist that hangs upon tho
unknoAvn fate of one or my country's brave defend-
ers, has influenced me at this late date-t-o give this
sketch to tlie public

Can any one else throw additional light upon tho
subject? Ifany one can, I should like to hearfxom
him through the columns of Tub Tkibune.

Oswego, Kan. John F. tTrf.r.,

The Military Record or Fire Brothers.
"Here is the military record of five brother : My

two youngest brothers A. and Levi York enlisted
iu the Twenty-fir- st 3Ussourt infantry , and partici-
pated in the battles of Shiloh and Corinth, as weii
03 in the campaign against Hood before Nashville,
and in the taking of Mobile. At the last-nam-

place Levi was Avounded in the face. My two eld-
est brothers Francis L. and IL M. enlisted in tho
Thirtieth Iowa infantry. Francis L. fell moTrtally
wounded at the storming of Vicksburg Heights,
and IL M was wounded on tho Arkansas River.
As for myself, I enlisted in the Third Iowa cavalry,
company A, in August, 1S61. and avos with it on its
scouting expeditions through Missouri and Arkan-
sas. At the battle of Pea Ridge our companv lost
seven killed and scalped by Pike's Indians. Dur-
ing ourmarch down the White River to Helena, wo
were engaged at Syllaraore, Jacksonport, Village
Creek, Clarendon. St. Charles, Cotton Plant, ami
La Grange, and when wo reached Helena at last in
the fall of lb62, our company only mustered eigh-
teen men fit for service. I can say. with Comrade
F.W. Call, tliat my grandfather served in the Revo-
lutionary Avar, while my father was a member of
the home guards. Comrades, rallv to the support
of The Tribune. It Is the banner to line on ; tin
gleaming sword with which to put the enemy to
flight. Fall in. fall in, rest on your banner, draw
sabre, charge !" George CYork, Savaanah, Iowa

Another Boy Soldier.
"Inclosod sImsa find S3fertir Bft-t- f auiib-cr- s

to The Tkibune. When I enlisted I wa lht)
teen years and five months old, and I think Imiui
Ijo the youngestprivate soldier now living;." W.Euglidh, West Hartford, Coma,


