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COMPANIONS IN ARNS.
The Army of :};.Pu*._amuc Once More
At the Front.

A TROUSING

The Parade and Excur

| onel Gerrard L. Whitehead

REUNION.

{ TR,

Feasting and Speech-masing.

—_—

The fourteenth annnal Reunion of the Soci-
oty of the Anuy of tae Polomac, wkich t wak
place in this city on Wednoday a d Thursday
of last week, was In every respact a grest sac-
oess. The weather, which eariier in the work
had boen bosierous, was brigh begaiiial, |
and nothing soenurred to iuterrupt the pro-

maeof festivities,  The botels, pubilic build-
ings and mauy business houses, including the
officc of Tiie NamioNal TRIsUNE, were hand-
g0y decaraled in honor of the ocousion, and
the wapita! presented quite & s i pear- |
gnce. Daring the eariy hours o! estay
marning the veterans held npro receps
thons Kt Lieir seversl h!':h:-._‘l wriers,
after 11 o'clock taey sssemalod, 1o the
of soae 28, 4l the House, where the
President of the Socudy, General AL A fH{fum-

reve and his staft consisting of L oionel Goo,

ende, Colonel Harry Humphreys, Captsin R
L. Hoxie aud Generad Winiaker, forau d them
in coiumus of fours and they (heu 100k posi-
tion in the provession wilh wioci the festivi-
ﬁ(ﬁ of the ....\ wore to be O] T3t d 'he escort,
which was nuader eammand of Brevet Major-
General £ B. Ayrs, U, 5. A, was com
of the varions military
tions of the Distriet, mnd sumbered in all abont
2.8 suem, the aliowiug vein eomumands 1m
“IIE‘: \{h-ﬁ-s'.";l Ib- i, TWo s 1 1t .1
States aruilery, scling as mivotry, Washing-
ton Licht lulantry tarps
af Wilsou Post, oi
artillery, lesalars, o
miiitn. anadd difies,
the Powscse, pons of Vot
Corps, Lirand Army Posts
B;x_lll.uﬁt' » TW0 Comxiiirs
fnciading the Mar. e
oarps, with 150 pon
A line of carmiages carryit
glso appeared in the lin
Mende Post and Sumner
G. AR

The route of the parud
#lroet, passug the Mcel’s
Font aycuue: thence to M-

iy the Thomas statue: thene
mux puNe, passing the Seot! -

o Connecticnt avenue to K stroc g

F_hrmul stutne; thence 10 Seventeenis s

to west lLa l":i_\‘rtlc square, to I".‘;n!;—}‘ vania

avenne, passing the LExeculive Mansion, at
swhich poiut the colnmn was reviewed by the
President ; thence to Fifteenth street 10 the
Rizes House, where the cscort was dismissed,
" i0n the payement opposite the Execative Man-
#ion & grand stand bad been erected, and by |
the time 1he column reachsd that point a bril-
Jisut company had sssembled thera, At the
front and center of the stand the Presideat
stood. On his left were Attorney-Greneral
Brewster and Postmnaster-General Gresham,
while on his right were Seeretary Lincoln,
BGen. W. T. Sherman, Amiral Porter, and Sce-
There were slso present upon
the stand Justice Field, ex-Spesker Keifer,
Benstors Miller, Califurnia; Butler, Soath Car-
ina; ex-Seuator Windom, Represeniatives
MeKinley and S. B, Cox: the English, French,
Spanish. Brazilian. and Chines- uinisters and |
Iadics of their families, W. W, Corcoran, Gen, |
an's stafl, Gen. Hazen, Gen, B. S, Calef,
Gen. Livermore, Gen. Ingalls, Gen. Schofield,
Admiral Nichols, Admiral Rowan, the Com-
gissioncers of the District, ex-Postmasters-Gen-
el Horatio King and J. A. J. Creswell, Marshal
MeMichse!, and others.

Immedistely after the dismissal of the escort
the members of the society, without breaking
runks, marched to the White House, and in the |
Blue roou: of the Execative Mansion were per-
sonally introduced to the Prisadent by Marshal

jchael, the reception lasting for an hour or

1 Aany

1L .l.l

Wel
nptu
but shortly
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wesed

dnd veleran Organiia-

15

RROTE.

& Thesenesaleng the route of the procession
wecslled the spectacle of eightecn vears ago,
ke the Anay of the Poromae, 100,000 strong,
returning from its last campaign, passed
through the streets of the capital, but the thin
line of groy-baired veteraus beut under the
weight of years, and dressed in plain citizens'
glothes, offiercd s pathetic contrast to the tri-
mmphant host that was marshaled here on that
occasion.

THE CORPS MEETINGS,

| the

| presidency.
| Grant served with the Army of the Potomac;
| drew the name of General Newton, and then
{ General

| Amid boisterous but thoroughly good natured
| tumult

| made ananimous.

| Emil Frye; Twelfth Corps, General Joseph L.

At the vonclusion of the President’s recep-
tion, the veterans seattered to their respective
beadquartcrs, and the various corps socicties
beld their annoal meetings.

The First Corps elocted the following: Presi- |
fant, Col. G. G. Benedict; vice president, Col.

B Tichenor; secretary and treasurer, Capt.

B. Burritt,

e Secnd Corps elected the following offi-
o Prosident, Gen, James H, Beaver: first

pesident, Gen. A S Webb: second vice |
zin at, Col. T. E. Parsous: third viee presi-
b Gen. Newton M. Brooks; sceretary and |
Rressurer, Gen. John D. Billings: execntive
oosnitice, Gen. Nathan Chareh, Gen, J. E. |
Ourtls, G, J. B. Crit, Col. George F. Hopper,
OapL. Bex). A Child ; corps Listorian, Geoeral
Francis A. Walker.

The Third Army Corp: Union, composed of
officers, et at the Arlingion and elected the
followine officers to sorve during the ensuing
Fr; President, Major Willand

otk ; vice-president, Mijor John Barclay Fas- |
pett, of the Distriet ; socctary, Colonel Edsward
L. Welling, of New Jer-ev : treasurer, M-ior-
Gencral Gosshom™Matt, of New Jersey. Board
of Qirectors, Major William P. Shreve. of Bos-
$on ; Colonal Rallerty, of New York ; General
John C. fobissem, of Binghamton, N. Y. : Gol- ]
obel Clayton Msanichas]l, of Washineton, D, |
0% Maior A, Jundsou Clark, of Newark, N. J.- |
Oaptain George W, Couney, of New York City:
Ceneral Bobert McAllister, of Allentown, Pa.: |
Genersl 1evi Burd Dufl, of Pittsbore, Pa. -
Major William Plimley, of New York City.
Tras: oo :
Charles K. Graham, both of New York.

The Filith Corps met a1 the
@octed 1he Tollowing oflicers
gaal James MoQuad: ; fivst vieo.
Joseph H. Stine : second i c-president, Maior
W. Howard Mills; secretary and treasure r,
Beneral Froderick T Lochi; executive -
mitiee, General H. A, Barnum, Colonnel A M.
Ciarke. Private J. W. Wel
the Al”l.l.l._\' of the Patwmuar,
Avres, U. S A, There was 5 unanimons vote
for General Fitz Joba Portor's restoration. and
& resoiution of respect to the memory. of Gen-
eral Warren was pased. On motion of Mujor
Wm. Howard Mills, the corps determined to
present the name of General U. 8. Grant 8s its
candidate for President of the General S wiely,

The Sixth Aruy Corps met at Willard's Hall
Colonel Munning in the chair. The following
were clecied officers for the ensuing wear:
President, Thomss N. Hvde, of Muine: vice-

jdents, General Tho 1 .%l.;t‘l:, of Wiscon-

silinrd, of New

Riges Hounse and |

resident, Major

; Vice-president of

Rty e S ! ) X
President, Gen i And the thoughtful love of country dies upon the

Major-General B. B, | :
| Healone of your commanders died upon the battle-

@in: Colond Jolin F. GL na, of l"“':]u“'<'i\lllllll;
muhl“.i A b, Tlut V. Ol Yermontb: sed retary,
Captaiv George B. Ficlder, of New Jersey : pe-

m:u}: ot o r*"“"}'. ]' ™ }i;:---_:l;:a'r' !'r‘u:, 3 l- |

wanix; traasuver, Colonel Sewacl Traesdoll. New
Yaork: vi e-pregident. Sociely of the Anny of
the Potoanac, General Adua B King, of Mary-
land; Genersl Martin MoMaubon, corps histor-
fan; Generl King, assisu
Speikers wies General Kinue, of New York. who
Spoke of the great dujustics the Sixth
Corps by those who were nol coguizant of the

Among

e

The Ninth Corps met at the Rirps Honse and |

#lecled the following officers
term - ]fa'--«':".‘.‘hl.‘il‘n":ui.! shin G, Parke Wash-
§ngton, .C_; vice-presidont, R, C, Potter, New
York : seorotury and treasurer, Genernl C. H.
Barney, New York ; vice-president, Avmy of
she Potomac, General I, .

for the ensging

-‘el.-‘.}?.--[:t'

The Twelfth Corps met ol the Arlington, and |

made the !!alihl’l'lhj{ Belect OIS, ‘f;.i.{aju W.W.
Bush, of the Twenty-eighth New York volun-
tecTs, pro ident, re-elected : Surgeon John J.
H. Love, seerctary ; General Jamnes L. Belfridge,
wice-president for the socicty. Letters were
pead from Genersls Slocum, Andrews and Par-
dloe, Captuins Hopkins and Wurren and others.
President Dush made an address of thanks,
after which, en motion of Generz] Sloenm, the
mesting adjonrned with three cheers for their
©id cornmanders,
The Nincteenth Corps met at the Ebbitt and
olected Genersl W. H. Emery president ; Gen-
G, L. Beale, vice-president ; Captain W. D.
socretary and tressuver, and Geperal
, Viee-president of the society,

the |

The Cavalry Corps met at the Riges House,

i Geoeral Witliam Wells in the chair, and Col-
| onel Charies 1.
= |

|

Hatch, scerelary,  Dissat:siac-

tion being expressed regarding the present

badge, a comuniitee was appointed to adopt a |

uew desion to b presented at the next meet-
ing. The following wereelected oificers for the
ensuing year: Gen. W.W. Averill, president; Maj.
Charles H. Hatsh (re elected), sacretary 3 Col-
re-elected), treas-
urer; and vice-presidents, Major Marcus A.
Reno, Colopel €. J. Wilson, Colonel Charles G.

| Otis, Mujor H. C. Myer, Major W. N. Boyd, Col-
Bur-

oncl J. P, Taylor and Colonel Albert
Williazmm Wells was

elected viee-president of the society.

then

Groneral

TIIE RUSINESS MEETING.
Later in the alternoon the annual business

| meeting of the society was heldat the National

Theater, tke anditorium of which had been 1aste-
fully decorated for the occasion by Comrade
Frank T. Foster, of Cineinnati, O. The prosceni- |

| i arch was heavily draped with bunting, and a |
portraitof General Grant, framed in flags, with |
| thesingle word “ Appomattox " below it and the |

text “ Welcome, Army of the Potomac” above
it, occupied the center. At one side of thearch, '
over the boxes was suspended a portrait of

General Sherman, and st the other side one of |
General Sheridan, while both tiers of buleonies

wire graceinlly festooned with the national

colors, and each bare & row of shields on which

the names of the hattles in which the army |
participated were inseribed. The stage itself
was set with a military scene. At one wing
there was an effigy of a soldier on guard, and
at the other a Geure of 2 veteran returned to
the plow, while two pillars at the canter bore
the names of the army's generals and corps
cunmanders. At the rear of the stage rose
the efizy of a monument, inscribed with the
nanes of the dead of the last year as follows:
Major J. B. Atchi=son, General A, E. Burnside,
General & Burbank, Colonel G. W. Bradley,
Captain W. D. Breanan, Colonel Gouverneur |
Carr, Captain J. Noewton Dickson, Colonel Geo.

P. Foster, Colonel A, Farnsworth, Florence

Biewler, General J. Kilpatrick, General P. P.
Bixby, Captain John H. Brinter. General
Humphreys presided at the business meeting,
and General Horatio King oiliciated as secre-
tary. The secrctary’s and treasurer's reports
were first presentad.  The latter’s shows a bal- |
ance from last vear of $734.31; dues received |
from Jane 12, 1532, to May 15, 1883, £1,195.35; |
jniliation fees of uew members May 16, £765; |
total, B2 dishursemients for stationery, |
priating, postage, #xpenses of the poet, orator, |
and the stenographer at the last meeting, and !
incidentals, $1.522.93, leaving a balanceon hand

(i 60 2

|of $1.171.53.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The next thing in order was the élection of
a president for the ensuing year., General S
i{. Mann, of North Carcoling, on behalfl of the
Sizth Corps, nominated for president *“that
grand old seldier,” Genernl John Newton.
There was a greal clamor of appiause. Major
Joseph Steiner, from fhe stage, shouted at
top of his his weice, the mnomination
of the Fifth Corps, General U. 8. Grant,
which was received with great sppiause,
Te the Iatler nomination it was ob-
jected that Genernl Grant was only an hon-
orary member, and therefore not eligible to the
General Humplhrevs provoked a
general langh by quietly saying, * Geuneral

1 Enow that.” Finally General Maun with-

Barnum withdrew General Grant.
these pames were agzain presented,
however, and the ballot resuited as follows:
General Newlon, 135; General Grant, 117;
scattering, 17. General Newton's election was
By vote, the secrefary was
authorized 1o cast one vote for the re-clection
of the other officers as follows: Treasurer,
General M. T. McMahon ; Secretary, General
Horatio King ; Corresponding Seerctary, Gen-
eral George H. Sharpe. The different corps |
then presented the names of the wvice-presi-
dents, one for each corps, as follows: First
Corps, W. W. Dadley; Second Corps, General
8. 8. Carroll; Third Corps, General Dudley L.
Davis; Fourth Corps, Colonel MecMichael;
Fifth Corps, Genersl R. B. Ayres: Sixth Corps,
General Adam E. King: Niath Corps, General
Edward Jardinette; Eleventh Corps, Colonel

Selfridge ; Nineteenth Corps: Geéneral Wiiliam
H. Everett; staff' corps, General George D.
Ruggles; cavalry corps, Colonel B. Melntosh;
artillery corps; ‘Colonel ‘H: 'L “Hunt; signal
corps, General B. ¥, Fisher.

The next business was the selection of a
place in which to held the next Reunion.

| Stand around your great commander,

| the Potomac.

! Faint of faith, we looked behind us for a chief of

hizher tone,

While the voice that drowned the trumpets was
the echo of our cwn.

Ever thus, my old comspanions! genius has us by
the hand,

Walking on the tempest with us, every crisis to
command.

| Like the hingle blown at evening by some home-
sick son of art,
Lineoln's words unearthly quiver in the universal

oart,
Not an echo left of malice, scarce of trinmph in
the strain,
As when summer thunder murmurs in pathetic
showers of rain,

Years forever consecrated, here he lived where
| dutics be,
Never corying on the climate or the toil's mo-
notony;
Here Lis darling boy he buried, and the night in
vigil wept

| Like his Lord within the garden, when the tired

disciples slept.

How his call for men went ringing round the
world, s mighty bell!

And the races of creation came the proud revoll
to queil !

Standing in the last reaction on the rock of hu-
man rights,

Worn and moumful grow his features in the flash
of battle lights.

Onece, like Moses from the monntain, Jooked he on
the realm he won,

When the slaves in burning Richmond knelt and
thought himm Washington ;

Then san enviois bravo snatched him from the

theater of things,

To becomwe & saint of nature in the Pantheon of
Kings.

Faded are the golden chevrons, vanished in the
pride of war;

Mild in heaven his moral glory lingers like the
morning star,

And the freeman’s zone of cotton his white spirit
seems Lo be,

And the j{:{mcuw in the harvesi beat his army’s
revcille.

All aronnd him spoiled or greedy, women wvain
and honors spent,

Still his faith in buman nature lived without dis-
courngement:

iur his country, which could raise him, barefoot,
to the monareh’s height,

Could he mock her, or his mother, though her
name she could not write?

| Deep the wells of humble childhood, cool the

spring beside the hute®
Millions more as poor as Lincoln see the door he
has not shut.
Not tili wealth bas made ils canker every poor
white's eabin through,
Shall Lllhp great republic wither or the infidel sub-
ue.

Lay aside
your little fears!

Every Lincoln carries Freedom’s car along a hun-
dred years:

And when next the call for soldiers rolls along the
golden belt,

| Look to see a mightier column rise and mareh,

prevail and melt!

Major Martin Maginnis, delegate to Congress
from Montana, then delivered the annual ora-
tion. [It will be found on our first page.]

Major Maginnis was frequently interrupted
by outbursts of applause, and at the close of
the oration was warmly congratulated on all
sides.

SHERMAN'S BUMMERS,

There were now loud ealls for Gen. Sherman,
and yielding to the clamor, he finally came
forward, aud spoke as follows :

FRIENDS AND CoMRADES IN A CodMmoN Cavsk:
One of myv neighbors, and an old member of the
society, said to me to-day: This is a meeting of the
Army of the Potomace, and we don't want any
‘bummers' around!"” [Great laughter.] Now,
that was both kind and suggestive [laughter], and
I appreciate it. [Laughter.] But the symbols I
gee around me so beautifully and plentifully deco-
rating these walls, the names of hard battles fought,
of gremt victories won, the flags under which we
contended and conquered, are the common prop-
erty of every soldier, whether of the Army of the
Tennesses, of the Cumberland, of the Ohio, or of
[Applause.] There was but one flag
for us all—but one cause, that of our eommon
country ! [Applause.] It is well for you of the
Army of the Potomae, and for the soldiers of all our
armies, to meet here and elsewhere in friendly re-
union, and recall the past, to fight your battles

| over again, and recount the arduous struggles you

have made. For we are getting old, and soon must

{ pass away, and while it is yet time it is right and
| proper that we should settle these little differences

of opinion, of statements of facts, of impressions
that exist still—that have existed from the com-
mencement—so that we may transmit to our chil-
dren the true, unvarnished, nnprejudiced recital of
the war waged for freedom and for union. And I,
for one, am willing to concede what your eloquent
and impassioned orator claimed in his speech that
the true place of the Army of the Potomac was on
“the right flank.” 1 presume he means by this
the post of honor. But we belong to a great conn-
try, and the full measure of its glory belongs not to
one, but to all. Betwsen the extremities of our

eannot be measured or monopolized a section.

Three citiecs—Brooklyn, Portland and Harris-
burg—were recommended, but after some dis-

cussion Brooklyn was unanihmonsly fixed npon. |
On motion of Gen. Alexander Webb a resolu- |

tion was adopted thanking tho ecitizens of |
Waushington for their hospitality, and the meet-
ing adjourned until eveniug.
THE PURBLIC MEETING.
There was a very large attendance 2t the

evening mecting and many distinguished offi- |

cers sad civilians were present. Seccretary |
Linceln and Pestmaster-General Gresham oe-
cupied one of the boxes, and among those on
the stage were Geocrals Webb, Humphreys,
Rosecrans, Weaver, MacMahon, Adam King,
Wright, Van Viiet, Avres, Melntosh, MeKee
Dunn, H. W, Slocam, Green B. Ranm, Carmen,
H. €. King, Clarke, Zeilin, T, T. Crittenden,
Ordway. Barnnm, Tyler, Locke, Ruggles, Rob-
inson, Sharpe, Col. Tretile, Col. Truesdell, Capt.
Burritt, Capt. Jovee, Maj. Steiner, Hon, M. Ma-
ginnis, the orator of the evening ; George Alfred
Townsend, the vbet of the aceasion ; District |

! Commissioner Edmonds, Capt. Richard Hoxie,

Judge MacArthur, Commissioner Loring, Capt.
Phelps, H. J. Ramsdell, J. Q. Thompson, Prof.
Hilgard, J. B, Carson, Senator Ingalls, General
Francis A. Walker, W. H. Trescot, John A.
Baker, and Speaker Keifer.

The meeting was called to order by President |
Homphreys, Commissioner Edmonds then
pro eeded to delivera birief address of welcome,

At its conclusion Mr. George Aifred Townsend, |

the poet of the occasion, read the following
poem :
THE ANNUAL POEM.,
Civil soldiers, reasscmbled by the river of your
r:‘:sw !
Ye who saved the virgin city bathed in Washing-
ton's clear name !
Which of sll vour past eommanders doth this day
your memory haunt—

i i | Seott, MeDowell, Burnside, Hooker, Meade, Mec-
Geveral Banksou T. Morgan, General | ’ i :
|

Cielian, Balleck, Grat ?

There is one Loo litile mentioned when your proud
rennions come,

sounding drum :

Let me exil hiw in your muster! Let me wake him
in yvour grief !

Captain by the Constitution, Abraham Linecoln was
your chief!

Ever nearest Lo his person, yve were his defense and
shield ;

ficld ;
All your generals were his children, leaning on
bim ehildish-wilied,
And they all were fliial
paighity tomb he filled.

miourners round the

Tender as the harp of David his soft answers now
become,

{ When umid the cares of kingdoms rose snd fell

some Absalom ;

And his humor gilds his memory like a light
within a tent,

Or the sunken sun that lingers o the lofly monu-
ment.

Like the slave that saw the sunrise with his face
toward the west,

As it flashed, while yet "twas hidden, on & slender
sleeple’s orest;

80 while Vicdtory turned Ler from Lim, ere the
dawn in welecome came,

| On his pen Emancipation glittered like an altar

flame *

Feeling for the doomed deserter, feeling for the
dralied sive,

{ Forthe canply northern hesrihstone and the south-

e home afire,

Mercy kept him grim as Molock, all the future
babes Lo froe,

And eternal pesnce to garner for the millions yet
o be.

Not a soldier of the elassics, e could see through
learned pretense,

Master of the grealest science, military commmon
sStnse

As he watched your marches, comrades, hither,
thither, wayward yeurs—

On his map the roads you foliowed, you can trace
theo by bis tears.

In the rear the people clumored, in the front the
generals missed;

In his inner councils harbored critic and antag-
onist:

But be ruled them by an instinet like the queen's
awcug toe bees,

With a heaith of soul that honeyed publicans and
pharisces,

* The people of 2 ity were commanded by the oracle
to pssvmbilec on o plain cutside of the city, and bLe who
first saw the suurise should be made kKing. A slave
turned bis back to the sun and locked up theshaft of &
high temple, where the sun's earliest rays flumed, and
I cried, I wee it!” Hehad been told to dose by a wise
citizen, who stadd at home, This citizen, revealed by
the slave, they made kiog, and he wus the wisest that
ever reigued

| aot their own business, and

| the meeling adjourned,

We, of the West, think the Mississippl is a great
stream. The country it runs through is a great
and populous one, filled with many and flourishing
cities, with the busy hum of industry, with a brave
and energetic people. Now, I sincerely believe
that when we opened the Mississippi as a Union
pathway to the guli, the war was won. The work
was not all finished then, for we made another
slice, a pretty large one, too, in another direction,
which brought us nearer to you of the East. And
I think thnt every soldier in the Army of the Poto-
mae felt better when he heard that the Armyof the
Tennessee was coming. For my own part, | am
pretiy sure 1 felt T was welcome when 1 got to Ra-
leigh., [Laughter and applnuse.]

]
| Now, ladies and gentiemen, the cystom of this
1

army and all others, my own included, is to trans-
permit strangers only
to show themselves, I have showed myself (great
lnughter and cheering), and will now leave vou to
tell your stories and sing your songsaround your
own camp-fires,

General Sherman’s speech was long and

| Joudly eheered, and the entire audience was as

one man singing “ Marching Through Georgia,”
with band accompaniment.

Short addresses were also made by Generals
Slocnm, Webb, and Beaver, and ex-Speaker
Keifer, and telegrams of regret were read from
Generals Hancork and Sheridan, after which

S —

THE SECOND DAY.
Excursion to Mi. Yernon—The Annual Banguet
and Speechies,

Thursday morning dawned with cloudless
| skies and a bracing temperature, and our vet-
erans were destined fto visit Mouut Vernon
itnvler the most favorable auspices. The hour
set for the excursion was 10 o'clock, and about
that time the U. S, steamer Taliapoosa, the
| revenue cutter Ewing, and the large river
| steamer George Leary left their wharves with
some seven hundred passengers. The boats
wore gaily decorated with bunting and there
was an abundance of martial music. The trip
{ down the Potomac was also enlivened by the
singing of patriotic gongs, and each familiar
i point as it was reached evoked an exchange of
| interesting reminiscences. The visitors ar-
| rived at Mount Vernon about noon, and pass-
| inge the fomb of Washington with heads un-
cavered, were shown through the old mansion
and over the beautiful grounds which sur-
sound it, while the Marine Band played the
national airs on the portico and a male octette
i rendered * The Soldier's Farewell,” and other
| compositions suitable to the oceasion. The visit
was entirely informal, and after spending a
couple of hours pleasantly under the grand old
trees which skirt the bold shores of the river,
the party re-embarked and returned to the city,
arriving about 4 o'clock.
THE ANNUAL BANQUET.

The closing event of the HRennion was the
annoal banquet, which took place at Abner's
Garden, at 8 o'clock in the evening. The
scene was one of bewitching beauty. The
baleonics which encirle the garden had been
lavishly draped with the national colors, count-
| 1ess colored -globes shed s warm radiance over

the tables, and electrie lights imparted an air of
| splendor to the surroundings. Portraits of

Generals Grant, Sheridan and Garfield looked
| down upon the gnests from various points, and
| wherever one’s eyes turned they met & gleam-
| ing muss of color. Flowers and tropical plants,

ariistically grouped, gave the garden the ap-
| pearance of a fairy bower, and" the tables
| themselves were loaded down with floral de-
vices, The table set apart for the officers of
the socicty and distinguished guests extended
entirely across one end of the garden, and at
right angles with it were arranged the other
| tubles—fen in nunber. The balcouies were
reserved for spectators, and were thronged with
ladies and gentlemen.

Among the distingnished persons present at
the banguet were the following: Geunerals
Sherman, McClellan, Humphreys, Major Ma-
ginnis and George Alfred Townsend {(the orator
and poet of the Heunion), Generals Schenck,
Bingham, Rosecrans, Walker, Miles, Carroll,
King, McMahon, Newton (the new president of
the society), Miller, Wright, Emory, Ayres,
Rugezles, Van Viiet, Schofield, Burdett, Colonel
Dudley, Admiral Rodgers, Captain Bromley,
Charles Dudley Warner, and General Beaver,
of Pennsylvania; General Selden Connor, ex-
Governor of Maine; General George L. Beale,
Adjutant-General of Maine; Colonel A, M.
Benson, of Boston ; Colonel Thomas L. Liver-
more, Commander of the Loyl Legion of Mas-
sachusetts; Colonel Benjamin 8, Calef, General

Nation roll thousands of miles, and its grandeur”

Thomas W. Hyde, Colenel Stephen W. Man-
ping, formerly Questermpster of the Sixth
Corps; General Hazard Stephens, ex-Governor
P. C. Cheney, of New Hampshire; General
George W. West, General..Charles I'. Wolcott,
of Beston; General Batchelder, who is prepar-
ing the history of Gettysburg; Captain C. C,
Cole, Captain Newtom Whittier, Captain J. S,
Slater, and Captain W, L. Cole.

The banquet itself was admirably served, and
at intervals during the courses the Marine band
discoursed some delightful music. It wasafter
ten o'clock when the elath was removed and
President Humphreys called the assemblage to
order, and announced the first toast of the even-
ing, * The President,” which was drunk stand-
ing, the band playing * Hail to the Chief."”

THE ARMY.

The next toast, “The Army,” brought up
General Sherman, who was greeted with such
tumulituons applause that for some time he was
unable to proceed. After setting forth his
claim to membership to the society, because he
commanded a brigade in the Army of the Po-
tomac at the first battle of Bull Run and be-
lieved that he had had something to do toward
producing the opportunity for the last grand
tri :;mph at Appomattox, General Sherman
said:

I believe it would be better if we could consoli-
date the memories of all our armies into one, and
that one the ** Army of the Union,"” leaving to our
antagonists to write their own history, which at
best can only be an apoiogy. While welcoming
into our fraternity all ve and honorable men
who will unite with us in'the future labor of build-
ing up our common country, we can afford {o smile
at the futile efforts of men like Davis, Toombs and
Early, who seem to think that the world is all
wrong because they had not the making of it.

He then sketched the history of the army of
the United States, and the necessity for its al-
ways being in proper condition to aid in the
maintenance of peace, whenever threatened for
whatever cause. He said he had spoken to
this toast very often, and it looked as if each
generation was repeating the same follies and
same wisdom as the previous; that he took a
pride in the army; that he trusted that the
men who govern us would not commit the fatal
mistake of concluding that the soldier is a
thing of the past, because so long as man is
man, so long will force enter into the economy
of government, and no government on earth
can be perfect which cannot enforce by physi-
cal power its own laws and decrees promptly
and thoroughly; and the army must be that
force, action, or passion. He closed by saying:

In this battle between war and peace, we desire to
make of the army a body of men worthy to be
styled the grand high sherift of the Nation, and 1
for one rejoice that so many of our old comrades of
the armies of the Union remain in the councils of
the Nation, or mingle in assemblages like this
which make up public opinion, to bear testimony
to the great importance of keeping alive that
knowledge of the art of war, and ot those habits
which become essential and must be repeated when-
ever an army is ealled Into existence to maintain
the honor of the country abroad, or its peace and
security at home,

It 1s also o matter of vital importance to republi-
can America that in our free country, where par-
ties assume such seemingly angry antagonisms,
there should be maintained one body at least to-
ward which men may turn with safety, as always
trie and loval to the constituted authorities of the
Nation, e

THE NAVY.

The * Star Spangled Banner” was then sung
by a male chorus, after which Admiral C, R, P.
Rodgers responded to the third toast, “The
Navy.” Hesaid:

It was the forlune of the mavy to be near the
Army of the Potomaegin grmve emergencies and
amid stirring events, and itu&wat)'s gave the earnest
and fraternal support ,l‘]:atu ¢ branch of the pro-
fession of arms owes to theother. DBut, gentlemen,
that improvised fleet of stoamers of commerce,
ferry-boats, and cattlo jdrogers, and every floating
thing that would carry a gun, effective as it proved
in our civil war, would have availed little against
the well-equipped ships of anaval power. Let
us take heed, therefore, and be better prepared
when we next draw our swords, for we shall find
foes swiil to strike our undefgnded ports and coasts
bieavily and without hesitation or delay. So far as
I know, we have now not one very good gun of
even moderate caliber on ‘shore or afloat, and,
what is worse, I fear we have not the trained arti-
zans and the forges to makethem. We have not
one large and efficient ship of war, and our few
good sloops are not of the best type. In addition
to its immense fleet, Engiand is at this moment
building twelve %:'wfiroue]nds. France is buiid-
ing sixteen, and the Italians are building two of
the largest ironclads in the worid, with steel armor
nearly nineteen inches thick. We in this rich
country, with its enormous sea coast, have been
standing still. Our shipsand guns are old and bad,
but I am glad to say that the personnel of the navy
is excellent and full of mise, I have been an
officer for fifty vears, and in 'my opinion the per-
sonnel of the navy was never 2o good as it is to-
fday. Veterans of the Army of the Potomae, 1 offer

ou the most cordial greeting of the navy, its

earty thanks for your great example, and its best
wishes for your future happiness and for your safe
return to your homes,"”

“Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,” was then
sung, and the next toast was to have been * Our
Invited Guests,” to which the Attorney-General
was to respond, but as he was not present, the
toast to ““The Armies of the West” was read,
and Senator Miller, of California, respsnded in
a brief but eloguent speech. He said:

Mz, PresipENT: My firet duty is to thank you,
gir, and these gallant knights of the Potomae for
the graceful compliment of this toast to the “*Armies
of the West.” Those whom you so kindly remem-
ber now, in this hour of festivity, never failed in
their syinpathy and good will for the Army of the
Potomace during its awful trinls and dreadful con-
flicts; and when its brilliant victories came, the
shout of triumph rose in mighty volume from every
western eamp !

Warn and strong and deep was the affection of
the men of the West for their compatriots of the
East, and to-night, on behalf of those for whom 1
am authorized to speak, I desire to extend to the
survivors and representives of the grandest of
America's grand arinies the right hand of friend-
ship and give such salutation as shall testify the
higiiest soldierly esteem and imperishable love !

There were six armies in the West, whose organ-
izations were maintained during the greater part
of the war, but they so co-operated and were so
concentrated with the two grand Armies of the
Cumberland and the Tennessee that it is under
these Ltwo names they are % nerally grouped us the
“* Armies of the West,” The maximum strength
in the field of these armies was not far from three
hundred thousand men., They formed, as did the
Army of the Polomae, an integrant part of the
great Army of the United States of America, an
army whose rolls bear the names of more than two
millions of men! An arny whose martinl tread
maude tremulous the solid earth of half a continent,
and whose thunders in action vibrated the atmos-
phere of the world! It carried one flag, and that
wis the fing of the Union! Its deeds are registered
on the tableis of the Eternal, and its fame is im-
mortal! The marvel is that an army of flesh and
blood ever dared to confront it! The higliest com-
pliment ever paid to its enemies—mow happily
enemnties no longer, but friends—is the historic and
amazing fact that they had the courage, the skill

| and the fortitude to contend agninst such an army
| for four long vears.

The Arniles of the West, like
the Armies of the LDast, were composed mostly of
volunteers, men who were conscions of the culuse
for which they volunfeered to fight, und who pos-
sessed the intelligence to forecust the effects of
victory or of defeat. The cause which they will-
ingly went forth to serve was o cause which has
ever inspired the loftiest courage, the steadiest
fortitude and the mosthiercie temper—she sacred
cause of liherty !

These urmies were declared at first by military
critics to be mere armed mobs, In the restricted
military sense perhaps they were so, but they were
just such mobs as the God of Battles ruises up when
he bares his mighty arm to work some great good
to mankind. l’bluui_m, they were possessed of the
true military instinet and in them were the highest
military possibilities, and they bore with them the
majesty of a grand purpese to fight, to sutfer, and
to die in defense of dree constitutional govern-
ment and the freedom of wsn. It was not so much
to wound or to kill the enemies of their country
that these men, all untrained, went out to battle,
Their purpose was to save ' the Union. It was a
strange thing in war, 48 well asan ethical phenom-
enon, to sce men, equipped with all the instruments
of destruction, march against their enemies with-
out hate aud slay without the desive to kill, but it
wins so. It was the spirit of self-sacrifice which
animated these armies, It was as if in a Pentecos-
tal fire that spirit had been infused into and had
filled the undiaunted souls of those marvelous war-
riors. Ready Lo die that the Unicn might be
preserved, willing to perish that the Nation might
live! With this moral quality they went forth
without hate and without fear! And did the men
of the West fight? History mukes answer. Who-
ever hus read the stories of all the great historie
battles will remember from among them all, the
story of Donelson; how Grant and his men fought
and won and held the Fort!: 8o of Shiloh, so nearly
lost, so bravely won! And of the fierce fight on
Chaplin Iills, around Perryville! The tales that
are told of the bloody fleld of Stone River, and of
the battle-stormed heights of Vieksbhurg will be re-
pented throngh all the ages! Aund who shall forget
dark Chickamanga, where, like a mighty rock in
the sca, stood the brave legions of Rosecrnns and
of Thomas, sgainst which the mad warrior waves
dashed themselves into s foam of death? or the
great fight on the slopes of Missionary Ridge, or
the battle above the clouds, high upon “the crest of
Lookout Mountain? Whenshall the hundred days’
battle of the Atlanta campuign be forgot, where
thirty thousand patriots bleeding fell? or Sher-
man’s wondrous mareh from Atlanta to the Sea?
Men of the Potomuc! you rememwber it all; for
these battles and marelies were in aid of the mighty
work in which you were engaged, True it wus, as
Genersl Sherman ones said, * Every movement we
made from the day we left Chatllanoagn, was an at-
tack upon Riclonoad.” And You kuow what fizht-
ing, what marching, what suiiering, what skill and
what endurnnee were reguired to veach Chatin-
noogn,  Let gs wet omil here, Slocum’s victory at
Bentonville; nor sSchodivid's desporate beitie at
Frankling nor the first western victory at Mill
Springs; nor the fast erowning clory of the West
and of Thomas on Lieround lnlls ahout Nashville,
All these groat ballles—1ke yours of the Potomace—
Lwve into history. Whoever

know how well the Armies of the West fought ;
how skillfully and ably their generals planned and
wrought; and what a galaxy of historic names is
here presenfed! Grant, Sherman, Sheridan,
Thomas, Rosecrans, Buel, Anderson, Schofield, Me-
Pherson, Logan, Blair, Pope, Burnside, Halleck,
Crittenden, Stanley, Slocum, Howard, Wood and
hundreds more who commanded in the West. How
frithfully and loyally they all, officers and soldiers,
served and fought, and how grandly many thou-
sands died! What shall we say of our dead? All
uncovered we stand and reverently we speak of
the heroes who sleep in the silent citiess—many in
naineless graves. Are they really dead? T do not
believe it. They live; for such nobility of soul can
never perish! In the abode of the blest; there
they live! for no creed can be accepted which does
not teach that whosoever freely vields up his life
for the good of mankind, his sins are forgiven!
There is a soldiers’ Paradise and wide are its gates,

Again I thank you, Mr. President nand gentle-
men, for this high compliment to the Armies of the
West.

M'CLELLAN'S SPEECH.

After singing “Marching Thro' Georgia,”
the next toast was announced s “The Army
of the Potomac.”

When General McClellan rose to reply three
times three cheers were given and the wildest
enthusiasm prevailed. It was some minutes
before he could be heard, but when silence was
restored he said:

It seems to me too cold and stiff and formal to
address you simply as Mr. Chairman and gentle-
men. Your chairman often brought me inforina-
tion on the field which I needed; aye, and he
brought it snatched from the very jaws of death,
There can be no formality between him and me,
and as for the rest of vou, youwere with me in this
very city when I took command of the raw, undis-
ciplined, inexperienced body of troops which after-
ward became the great Army of the Potomac. So
I will address you as comrades and soldiers.
[Cheers.] Standing heres on this occasion my
thoughts naturally revert to the scenes and inci-
dents in which we both participated, and the
memories come crowding upon me. [ remember
when I came from West Virginia and took com-
mand of you, and as if by magie there eame order
and discipline, because yon aided and assisted me
by your prompt obedience and hearty co-operation.
Then when we threw up those long lines of fortifi-
cations for the defense of the capital, how willing!
you worked and toiled until they were wmph-zer{
And then when we left those lines of defense and

performed some noble achievements.

out proper numbers or prurar support from the
navy, which had been rendered helpless to our

assistance by reason of the action of the Merrimaec. |
We were not |

Then the march up the Peninsula!

defeated. We kept back the enemy and we con-

fronted him, and when we stood with our right !

stretching out at the command from Washington,
expecting re-enforcements, which never came, but
instead of which the enemy came down upon our
right flank.
confronted an enemy as brave as ever went upon a
field, and our crowning glory was at Malvern Hill.
I remember the sadness I feit when 1 leflt you and
the joy with which you welcomed my return when
Iled you to Antietam. Many of vou I have never
seen since the last sad day when 1 left you shortly
after that great battle,

General MeClellan then referred in touching
terms to those who had formerly been his corps
commanders, mentioning Meade, Huooker,
Sedgwick, and others, and as each hero’s name
fell from his lips cheers were given and re-
peated. He said that during all the long and
tedionstrials, the forced marches, the battlesand
skirmishes, there was the greatest confidence
between himself and his men. They stood by
him and he stood by them. He referred in
fitting terms to the ehanges that had taken
place in the national capital since he first took
command of it as an armed ecawp, and dlso the
changed eircumstances of life. and closed by
saying that the Army of the Potomac was the

grandest that ever took the field, and that the |

proudest thing for a man to say was that he was
once a member of it,

THE G. A. B.

Three cheers were given for the first com-
mander of the Army of the Potomac, and after
brief speeches by Generals H. H. Bingham and
R. C. Schenck—the latter replying to the toast
“The Loyal Legion”~—General W. W. Dudley,
Commissioner of Pensions, was called upon to
respond to the toast “ The Grand Army of the
Republic,” He spoke as follows :

Mn. PRESIDENT AND CoMRADES: Such a theme
should, it appears to me, have led the committee
to seek out and call upon the most gifted and elo-
quent of our comrades as respondent. Among our
numbers are many whose powers of oratory would
have enabled them to do justice to the subject. But
as I cannot claim any gifl in that direction, I fear [
shall fall far short of it. However, I eannot admit
that I have lost the step and touch of elbow with
that grand throng ia whose honor this toast is pro-
posed, and if you will bear with me for a few mo-
ments, I will obey the call of the president of the
feast as best 1 may.

Once a year we meet as survivors of the Army of
the Potomace to recall the memoriesand cement the
friendships formed in days of war; to look each
other in the face; to grasp each other by the hand,
and note how time is dealing with those by whose
side death has been leoked at amid the storm of
battle; with whom we have shared haversack and
canteen, tramped and slept side by side, and arm in
arm retorned to the honies and dear ones lefi be-
hind at the eall of duty.

Those only te whom the camps and battlefields
of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania are famil-
inr, who are identified ns soldiers with the troops
comprising the Army of the Potomac, and who
met the enemy at Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg,
and Appomattox are eligible.

Of the great army of the Union we therefore ex-
clude from membership by far the greater part, as
having no local history in common with us,

In the same manner the survivors of the armies
of the James, the Tennessee, the Ohioand the Cum-
berland are banded into societies and enjoy aunnal
Reunions—purely loeal, however, in character—
and while delightfully necessary, are incomplete,
incomprehensive, and insutlicient to satisfy the full
mensure of that desire which every true soldier
feels welling up in his heart, and which prompts
hin to seek its expression by some closer bond of
union,

But these special assemblies, although necessary,
and meeting annually, do not sutfice; they do not

reach the great rank and file, nor can they serve |

the purpose of bringing together the soldiers of the

VArionus armies into f COMmon CRINP Upon i comm- |

mon footing. Those of us who are fortunate enough
to possess the means can enjoy once 8 year a re-
union with comrades; but the thousands who have
not been eqgually fortunate with ourselves, in whom
the soldier instinet and feeling is as strong as ever,
the brave comrade who fought gallantly on many
fields, must stay at home. Fortune has not been as
kind to him as to vou and me, and Lis necessities
will neither permit himn to take a holiday nor to ex-
pena the amount necessary to travel to and from
our place of meeting. Nor can we extend the aid
and sympathy due to those in distiess through the
medinm of societies like this, which necessarily
are limited in character and hold short and infre-
quent meetings, There was required some organi-

zation of soldiers broader in its scope and wider in |
its hll.lmrl-ofuru-luhwsw—um- that would take itself to |

the home of the veteran, unite the survivors of the
war in loeal ecnmps, and bring within its folds not

alone the fortune favored, but the impoverished and ‘

disabled, and afford to them the delights and bene-
fits of companionship snd fraternity. Some medinm
must be established through which the beneficence
and charity natural to and characteristie of soldiers
might flow out lo those who by the fortunes of
war were left helpless and foriorn—the widows
and orplhans of comrades,

ITS OBLIGATIONS.

Such then the field, such the mission, such the
necessily which ealled into being the sooiety, named
for its great prototype, the Grand Army of the He-
publie, to whose ranks are welecomed every honor-
ably discharged soldier and satlor of the Union
army and navy, and for which, as an humble mem-
ber, I am proud to speak to-night. Heaven born,

{for to three God-like virtues, fraternity, charity and |

loyalty, it owes its existence), it will last so long as
a soldier of the Union army or a sailor of the Union
navy survives. Like all the institutions worthy of
life and destined to refain confidence, it has reached
its present proud position slowly and gradually,
Its tirst growth being abnormally rapid, it suffered
a naturally resalting check, until the sober second
thought of its founders placed it upon the bed rock
of principles and usages, which insure its per-
maneney ; since which it has steadily grown in
pumbers and in power. Its members are devoted
by solemn obligation to the furtherance of three
propositions:

1. To preserve and strengthen those kind and
fraternal feelings which bind together the soldiers,
sailors, und marines who united to suppress the
late rebellion, and to perpetuate the meulory and
history of the dead.

2. To assist such comrades in arms as need help
and protection, and to extend needful aidto the
widows and orphans of those who have fallen.

3. To muintain truealleginnee tothe United States
of America, based upon a paramount respect for,
and fidelity to, the national Coustitution and laws;
to disconntennanee whatever tends to weaken loy-
alty, incites to insurrection, treason or rebellion, or
in any manner impairs the efliciency and perma-
neney of our free institutions; and to encourage
the spread of nniversal liberly, equal rights and
jusiice to all men.

A ginnce at the field yet open to this great army
fraternity—which consists of, and is greater thian
all its parts—whose recruiting ground is not con-
fined to the limits of one military departinent, but
embraces all—has been an interesting study to me,
and 1 hope may not weary you, I will summarise
as briefly as possible the conclusions reached after
considerable research,

There were 2,780,178 men enlisted by the United
States for the purpose of putting down the rebellion,

It is quite certain thal of this number 716,757 were |

counte

more than once by reason of re-enlistment,
leaving

2,063,301 individuals who served one or

more teris of enlistment, or to state it more olearly, |

two-{ifths of the adult msle population of States
and Territories furnishing Union troeps in 1861, en-
Hsted, Of these, 604,369 are now dead, having either
been killed in battle, died in service, or since dis-
charged, by reason of disabilities ineurred therein ;
leaving a present survivorship of 145,000, or one-
sixth of the totlal adunlt male population in 1580 of
the same States and Territories. Deduet from this
number those disqualified for the Grand Aviny of the
Republie, and there yet remains 1,350,000 who have
honorable discharges, and are, by virtue thereof,
eligible to merabership in this great brotherhood
uf soldiers,

As near as can be ascertained the socviety to-day
consists of twenty-nine permanent and five pro-
visional, in all thirty-foar Deparauents, witl aboul

| pulitical ends, have ceased to cavil,
as the one organization which eannot be nsed, save | ‘And ar on sl th s nito Goslks ot ke
¥. L Us siree hﬂ.s t‘d i

Then that seven days' fight, when we |

2600 Posts, and a membership of over lc-r,i.-m-l

Velerans,

There must be now surviving and remaining
to be recruited and enrolled in the Grand Army of
the Republie about 1,190,000 citizen soldicrs, who
renslered honorable service to their couutry and
received the Nation's plaudit,

In every hamlict, village and township in the
north are scattered the heroes of the war, who either
have not had brooght home to them the fact that
there is such an institution as the Grand Army of
the Republic, or, for one reason or anoiher, though
enlitled (o membership, are not affiliated.

The average age of the Union soldier at the aver-
age date of enlistment was 26 years; add tothis the
20 yvears which have elapsed, and the average age
of the survivors of to-day is 46 years.

Applying to the 1.350,000 eligible survivors the
ordinury mortality rutes for that average, it will be
found that in 139 there will remain of the old
guard in round numbers but 1200000, in 139 but
1,110,000, in 1900 but 945,000, in 1905 bhut 758,500, and
this is only looking forward as many years as we
must now leook back for the events which called us
to arms,

A STARTLING PARADOX.

These figures indicated a startling paradox; for
when the Grand Army of the Republic shall have
reached its highest point of numerical strength,
prosperity, and usefulness, it will have reached ita
surest point of decadence—a grand crescendo, to
be followed by, alas ! too rapid diminnendo to van-
ishing point—thereafter but a reminiscence ! Within
a short space of forty years from this time, of those
who remain, the youngest wearer of a Grand Armny
of the Republic badge will be eighty years old. In-
stend of being as now 110 6, he will then be but 1
to 1,000 of the adult male population of that tirse in
the States above referred to.

The Grand Army of the Republie, for all the ben-
eficial and kindly purposes of soldierly companion-
ship, for purposes of fraternity, and charity in its
truest and broadest sense, for cherishing und en-
shrining the memories of departed comrades, and
holding up to terity the example which shail
inspire our children and children's children to
loyalty and devotion to our institutions, is practi-
cally the only soldier organization broad enough to
encircle sll who survived the hardships of war and
bear the honorable mark of distinction given by
the Nation to its defenders—an honorable dis-
charge; accessible to all, and vet general through
its departmental and national organization; and
being patterned after the great Republic it saved,
18 representative of all.

The comrade to whom fortune has been so un-

| kind as to leave him bul shelter, seant fowd, and
| clothes, and many mouths to feed, may vet meet
made our first march down on the Peninsuin, we |
Think of |
the siege of Yorktown, which we undertook with- |

his fellows around the camp-fire of his Post and
live over agmin his army days, enjoying the com-
panionship of loved and respected comrudes, loved
und respected by them, and proudly carry that
emblem of victory, the G. A. R. star and ribbon.
The Grand Army of the Republie, my comrades,
is an institution in this country. Those who carped
al and erticised it, like those who have vainly en-
desvored to warp and twist it to personal awnd
it is known

for the great purposes that cadled it into existence :
chief among which rising generntions will note
the inculeation and dissemination of that spirit of
loyalty that impelled the great uprising of the
North, the endorance of suffering, hardships,
wounds, disense, and death that the Nation might
live, and the subsidence of that great army into
eivil life when that object was accomplished.

May this grand society conlinue to prosper, and
bring within its fold all the survivors of the Poto-
mae who can look =ach other in the face and say 1
was honorably discharged, so that, with egqual full-
ness of membership for all the other grand depuart-
ments and divisions of iis great enginal, it may
prove indeed what it should be, a complete photo-
gr?rh and copy of the army of the Union.

ay it wax rapidly and wane slowly, snd may
we &il meet at our final muster with the proud
record, “ He was a patriotic citizen, and in war &
faithful soldier of the Union.”

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON.

At the conclusion of Gen. Dudley’s speech,
which aroused great enthusiasm,
tramip, tramp” was sung, and Mr. Chsrles
Dudley Warner responded to the toast “ Sweat-
hearts and Wives,” General Francis A. Walker
spoke to the toast * The Volunteers,” and Capt.

| Isaac H. Bromley replied to the toast “'The

Press.” The last toast of the evening was
“The City of Washington.” Commissioner
Edmonds, in the course of his response, said:
Surely it is not expected that I will intredoce
this city to the Army of the Potomac! I under-
stand they are old friends, and, if a little domestic
gossip be not too undignitied for this occasion, I
may add that for some years they have been re-
garded in the light of accepted lovers. Certainly

| this fair city has received from that army many |

gallant attentions. You all remember some yvears
ago when the Stales were rashly arming for a
deadly strife, this border eity, just out of her mu-
nicipal teens, seemed with her dowry a templing
prize for the strongest suitor. Then the Army of
the Potomae, more fleet than any suitor of Atlanta,
with a dashing courage like that of the lover of
FProserpine, came to the front, and placing his
standards upon the neizhboring heights, sounded
the bugle h]amg of defiunce to every foe, and espec-
inlly to his rival of the James. And never was
more eéarnest baitle; not from the walls of Trov
did Helen witneas such fierce war as was waged
hefore this city. Finally, when this knight of the
Potomae unhorsed his adversary at Appomatiox,
and prondly returned to this city for his well de-
served honors, she piaced the laurels upon his
brow with such blushes and sweet smiles it was
evident her admiration was won. And worthy in-
deed of all attention that chivalry can bestow is
this fair daughter of Washington, for as Virginia is
hia mother, so is this city his daughter, and right-
fully bears his great name. 1 may, with her fu:ll
approbation, say to you, veterans of the Potomae,
that proud as she isof your valor in war she blushes
with a still deeper pride to behold vour greater
magnanimity in peace, to see when the war is
ended that wvou are able to take the hand of your
fallen but gallant adversary, and in a friendly
spirit welcome him as an honored guest to your
feasts. This is the very crown of chivalry, the
highest triumph of a Christian civilization.
-
A Paymasters’ Association.

During the Reunion of the Soeiety of the
Army of the Potomae, on the 16th inst., about
twenty-five ex-army paymasters, who served
during the war of the rebellion, met at the
Ebbiit Honse and organized a socisty, to be
calied “ The Association of Union Army Pay-
masters,” by electing the following officers:
General B. W. Brice (late paymaster-general),
president ; ex-Paymasters Hon, Will Camback,
of Indiana; Governor Fred. Lobie, of 3laine;
Hon. Wm. 0. Stryker, of New Jersey; Hon.
Russell Everet, of Pennsylvania, and Stephen
A. Waiker, of New York City, vice-presidents ;
Thos. H. Gardner, of Washington, secretary;
Wm. Penn Clark, of Washington, correspond-
ing seeretary ; Geo. Truesdell, of Washington,
treasurer. The objects of the association were
stated to be social, historical, and patriotic.
The first meeting will be held at Cape May,
August 6. A circular of invitation was pre-
pared to be sent to those who were not present
at the meeting., It was stated that of the total
disborsemeénts by paymasters from the first to
the last of the war, amounting to $1,120,000. -
000, the defalcations did not aggregate over
$90,000.

THE REYNOLDS MONUMENT

Further Subseriptions Invited to Defray the Cost of
the Memorial.

The following communication was received
by the treasurer of the Socisty of the Army of
the Potomae, General M, T, McMahon, daring
the Reunion:

Wasmivarow, May 16, 1883.
General M. T. McMasoON,
Treasurer, Socisty of the Army of the Potomac.

GENERAL: As an ex-officer of the Four-
teenth regiment of United States infantry, of
which Major-General John F. Reynolds was
lieutenant-colonel when shot through the head
by & sharpshooter at Gettysburg, Pa., July Ist,

| 1863. in front of and while galluntly helding

his own, the First Corps, as a stone wall, before
the advancing hosts of Confederates, I have
the honor to call attention to the resolutions
offered by General Franklin at the meeting of
the society, June 8, 1831, and adopted, “approv-
ing and iuviting subscriptions to s fund for an
equestrian statue of General John F. Reynolds.”

Whercas, a generous citizen of Philadeiphia, Mr.
J. E. Temple, offers to suiscribe the sum of twenty-
five thousand dollars towards an equestrian statue
of General John F. Revnolds,

Resolved, Thut the Socviety of the Army of the
Potomac heartily approve the proposed memorial,
and recommend it to iIsmwembers, toall whoserved
under and with Revunolds, and especislly to his
own, the First Corps, as well as to the Third and
Eleventh Corps and Buford®s cavalry division, Rey-
nolds’ command when he fell at Gettysburg,

Resolved, That a committee of three, logether
with the officers of this society, be appointed to co-
operate with similar commitiees from other organ-
izations in taking the requisite steps to raise such
additional sum as shall be required to complete the
minount needed for the proper execution of the
‘j[‘-!l‘\l.‘\l‘i‘ memorial,

Eesolved, Thit this society appeal to the publie,
as well as to its members and all soldiers, to sub-
seribe to the propesed memorial, that it may suita-
blv record and recall the principal events of Rey-
nolds’ long and distinguished military career; his
services in the Florida war and the war with
Mexico; his gallant leadership of the division of
the Pennsyivinia reserves through the battles of
thie Peninsula; his herolsm in the battles before
Washington ; his indomitable perseversnce in or-
rmuizing the militia for the campaign in Maryland;

is distinguished ability in leading the First Corps
at Fredericksburg and Chanecellomsville ; his skall
in handling the three corps and the cavalry division
in the enmpaign that ended in the battlie of Gettys-
burg; his share in securing that victory, and bis
heroie death on the battlefieid at the head of his
brave soldiers in the opening hour of the contest.

In praise of the conduct of General Reynolds
at QGettysburg, July 1st, 1863, nothing more
need be said, Its record is s brilliant page in
our national history. The and present
officers aud enlisted men the Fourteenth
United States infantry, the members of this
society, the officersand men of the First, Third,
and Eleventh Corps, and of Bulord's cavulry

| To arms!

“Tramp, |

division, need only to be reminded that s@b
seriptions are necessury to complete the work
without further delay. Please ind inclosed, a8
my snhseription, the snm of five (5) dollars.
Very respectfully, your friend and comrade
Wi Howano Minrs,
Late captain 14th inf, and brevet-maj., U. 8. A,
It was stated, also, at the business meeting,
that further ,funds were needed to complete
the monument, and Tar Tarsvse will be
happy to forward any subscriptions that oux
comrades may be disposed to send it for this
purpese. During the Reunion the society re=
ceived large accessions of new members. Major
Mills alone reports some fifty from this eity.

MEMORIAL DAY POETRY.

Memaorial Day.
[By Kale Brownlee Sherwood.)
The lowing cattle leave their stalls, the lambs blead

in the wold ;

The poplars don thelr tasseled eaps with tips of
burnished gold;

The chiidren in tiie streets are glad, and speed the
hoop and ball,

As If no harm from fear or foe could ever om
them fall.

The hum of busy wheels is heard., the click of
loom and press;

The ciearing ax resounds along the opening
Wiiderness ;

The air is fiiled with screaming birds that go from
gulf to lnke,

And Northern Spring In all the vales is callingy
“Rise! Awuke!"

The mother sita beside herson, and
cHgZer joyv,

In reading how from Ghent to Aix rode that brave
Flemi=h lr\(.ly;

How one by one the Old Guard fell, pierced
through at Waterloo,

With Englund’s flsanting flag of truce full fintter-
ing to their view,

marks his

She sees him take his father's sword he wore a8
Mont: rey,

When wounded in his good right arm, among the
dead he lay;

She nste- the hot blood flush his cheek, the glitter
in his eve,

And says, “ Thank God, no doty calls my boy o
blieed or die!™

But hark, from out the South there come such
strang= and sudden erics,

That every Ia s down his bat and stands with
frigh'ened eves:

| The mil.s are hushed, the presses groan, the hame-

mers silent fall,

a pall,

To arms! to arms!

to arms! it comes. as whea

soinge mintienng storin

i Along the threatened vale sends first its sullen,

slow alarm ;

toarms! to arms! it swells, as when the
thunders erash

| Amony the swaying tree-tops whers the harid

hghtnings Bash,

" God keep my boy ' the mother says, and straps
his Knapsack down,

And sets the drooping eap of blue apon his golden
Crown ;

“God keep my boy !" and by his side she proudly
folivws on,

Nor fails, nor faints, till out of sight the voluntecrs
have gune.

Behold! a mighty angel, sifiing, sifting as he
fites!

The Nation 'tis he sifteth! and behol!d beneath him
rise

Hercic men and women true, whose consecrated

_ prayers

Bring down the heights of victory like links of

golden stairs.

March on' march on' the blazing towns are tell-
ing where they halt’

March on! march on! the heath their bed. theiy
sheiter heaven's vault!

March on! while yet one foe remaina to ift up im-~
pious hand

And tear the flag of Freedom from one cabin in
the land.

Now with the corps of pioneers, the troops & road
to hew ;

Now leading on the skirmish line, the epemy in
View

Now scaling up the mountain’s peak, the foot of
man ne'er trod,

The soldiers of thg Union wage the batties biessed
of God. .

Whiz, whiz, the flying minie-balls like leaden
rain sweep on:

Crash, crash, the rattling musketry! and rank by
rank is gone ;

Roar, foar, the cannon thunders, and the air is
biack as night:

Borne upward with the billows floata our hero's
soul from sight.

* Come hither now, my Captain, and tell, and tell
me trus,

Where is my boy, my good, brave l)-oyt who
marched away with you™ - SR

O speak that | may find him, that upon his moth-
er's hreast

He may in all his agony one little moment rest.

“I've brought him, see, some simple things he
always liked at home,

Some grapes from our own garden—he will smile
to see me come !

Lead on, the moments hasten, and [ muast be with
my boy!

Dead, dead, your face makes answer! Christ be
pitiful!" Deploy

Ye soldiers, fru!- the battle! Martial march in all
yaur pricde,

But, behold, o spirit walketh close by every sol-
dier's side:

And above the peans rising float the muarmurs of
the dirge,

As the moaning of the ocean” drowns the clamog
of the surge.

0 ye cannot by yvour marching give the mother
back her son,

Give the maiden back her lover, give the wife hep
dearest ona:

Give the littie children ealling, when the sevening
draws apace,

“Papa, papa'! Come home,
glimpse of his dead fuce.

papa!"™ one more

But ye may rebuild the altars the despoiler has
defiled,

And ye may restrain the sacrifice to idol, flerce
and wild ;

And, as from Carmel's holy height, announce the
message grand :

Victoria! Victorin! Freedom shall ruls the landl

Now banners wave, and bugies blow, and woods
with song be gind !

The house-tops throng with people, and the streein
with joy man mad !

The cheers of Bostou proudly up to Bunker HIll
aris.,

And westward roll and mingle as the Golden Gate
replies !

Bring out the gray-baired veterans of Harrisom
and Ciav,

And let them swing their hats once more onsshls
eventful day!

Bring cut the Buena Vista Guands whe stood by
Taylior well,

And let them with their gallant cheers the shouts
of Freedom swell!

Bring out the lttle children, elad in fleecy robes of
white,

To shout, with all their happy souls, their wild
and gind delighs!

And don't forget » place for those whose mute lips
make no sign, —

Joy¥'s sabie guests of sorrow, moving slowly inte
line!

Time msy A1l up all the furrows the cannon balle
have ploughed;

May sl the lark a-singing where the bullets whis-
tled loud!

Time muy the passion fower twine o’er rude snd
rrgeel grave,

The poppy’s daunting pennons from the prisom
burrows wave;

Time may set the sirens singing where the good,
oiid ship sails true,—

But their voices wake no echo in the bosoms of the
Crew ;

Our hearts but beat the truer for the torrors we
have passed,

And the prophecies of ages live & verity at last,

Bend soft, O skies, above the graves our fallam
heroes fill!

In far Potomac marshes, on the heights of Georgin
hiil,

Where the blue Virginta mountaing in their lonely
grandeur frown,

Where the tide of Chickamaaga fTows by forte
invested town!

Blow soft, O winds, around them with yous
fr=ighted sweets and balm,

And the rythm of your numbers flowing loto song
aud psalm !

Say the )E'.-rt.rl ru heart is keeping In Its silend
('u'e';‘.‘\ g low

All the sacred recollections tressured in the long
Ago !

Smile soft. O fowars, bending low, like friends
with suddeued eyes, =

Moist witl: the denr remembrances of safutly sacrls
fice!

Rise, gracious WUly! Multiply, O rose, In regsl

ride !

Fis irr:'mlrm.s of the loval ones whe lived, and

loved, and died!

And thou, O flag of Freadom, fan thelr siumberg
where they lie!

At morning toss and futter, and st midoight Soad
and fiy!

Keep guard o'¢r all thy children as upon the walls
they stood,

Bapti_m;:gdfur the foture alli thy folds in crimsom
blood !

Float -;mdnbovu the living, flost om above the
dead !

While s hope awaits fraition, while a prayss
remualos unsald!

This metto on thy bosom bear to earth’s remotesd

in:
God kl:;p the Union! Give to all the people loysl
hearta!




