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THE AI.MOXD THEE.

The common almond tree, JVunttt communis,
is a native of Asia Minor, Syria, and Persia. It
prows from twenty to thirty feet in height, and
m appearance closely resembles a peach tree.
The fruit consists of a dry, coriaceous exterior,
surrounding a wrinkled stone, which incloses
the seed, and constitutcsUhe almond of com-
merce. Almonds are divided into two vers' dis-
tinct kinds: the hitter and the sweet There
are many varieties, especially of the sweet,
which differ in size and shape, the hardness
or softness of the shells, and the value of the
kernels. The softest shelled almonds are called
Princess; these are very tender, the shells are
easily crushed, and the kernels arc highly es-

teemed.
The production of almonds in California is

rapidly increasing and'will soon supplyas good
an article as the imported, and in quantities
sufficient toineatall demands. Although very
indigestible, almonds are much eaten. They
are also largely used in cookery, confectionery,
and perfumery. The hitter almonds of cuin-mor- cc

arc mainly produced in Morocco, and
are UGcd for flavoring various foods and confec-
tions, and in medicinal preparations. An oil
is obtained from almonds by expression. The
oil from the swoet almond is nearly colorless,
has a sweet taste, an agrceahle smell, and has a
great to olive oil. It lias been

as a means of providing a pleasant
substitute for milk during sea voyages, by mix-
ing it with double its quantity of water and
half its weight of gum arabic, beating the
whole rapidly together until a sort of cream is
produced.

The deleterious principle of prussic acid does
not exist in the kernel of the sweet almond,
although found in its bark, leaves, and flowers.
After expressing the fat oil from the kernels of
the hitter almonds, the cake or marc which is
left is rednccd to powder by grinding; this,

--when distilled with water, gives over a vola-
tile oil called oil of bitter almonds. This oil
has a yellowish color, a bitter, acrid, hurniug
taste; it is powerfully poisonous, and in a
greatly diluted form is sold as the essence of
almonds. The oil of hitter almonds, besides a
peculiar volatile oil, contains also hydrocyanic
acid, a small proportion of benzoic acid, and a
concrete principle called benzoinc. It also con-
tains 8 per cent, of pruEsic acid, which can be
removed by redistilling it over potash. The
culture of the almond tree is exactly similar to
that bestowed upon the peach tree.

soEGirmi sogajj rx JXPXS.
Some of the rural papers are getting terribly

mixed up regarding sugar from sorghum.
These are mostly managed hy young editors
who have no knowledge of what has been
done, either in this country or in other coun-
tries, in sugar making from sorghum. Tlio
Farmer's Bevicic states: "All the sugar of Japan
is made from sorghum, and in 1S71 seventy-on- e

millions of pounds were exported. The
sorghum is grown from cuttings, the stalks
being cut and buried in September, and spnmts
are started through the winter from each joint ;
these sprouts are cut off and planted in the
spring."

Strange that the editor could not see that
this describes the culture of the tropical sugar
cane. It has been repeatedly stated by those
who have made special eflbrt to getat the
.facts, that neither the Chinese nor the Japan-
ese make sugar from sorghum. About fifteen
years ago a Government agent was sent out to
China and Japan for the express purpose of
procuring the best sugar bearing sorghum seed,
but he reported that it was not cultivated as a
sngar bearing plant. Next in order will be
the recommendation to cut stalks and plant in
September, "same as they do in Japan." If ihe
question is asked, "Why propagate it from
cuttings when it can bs more profitably culti-
vated from seeds?" the questioner will be rat?I
as one opposed to sorghum culture: at least.
that is about the usual way that practical
gradgrinds are answered, if they ask for infor-- 1

mation. PL S. G.
BIP.ENIKG OF FEUIT.

It is well known to those who have had the
opportunity of handling fruits that tho best
flavored, best colored, aud finest specimens of
fruits are those which have ripened on plants
having an abundance of healthy foliage, and
where the fruit could be entirelv screened and
shaded by the leaves. The finest straw berries I

are those found in the densest foliage, aad so
with grapes and all other fruits. We know of
no exception to this rule. Yet we arc very
frequently asked whether or no the leaves
should be removed from the bunches of graphs
so that they may be exposed to the sun and
thus hasten their maturity; it is eveu advised
by some practitioners as a necessity, and we are
told that it is a rule to do so in some of the
vineyards of Europe. To all this it may simply
be said that tho removal of leaves never yet
improved the quality of fruit or hastenedits
maturity.

The results from covering bunches of grapes
in bags ought to be convincing that direct sun-
light on the fruit is au Injury rather than a
benefit. But the foliage must have all the
light possible, and the more healthy foliage on
aplant the more fruit it will mature.

The mere coloring of grapes is not a sign of
maturity, although it is a sign of approaching
to ripeness. The only true Indication of a
ripened bunch of grapes is when the shoot
span which it is growing has turned brown
aud hard, and the leaves beginning to change
their color. Pulling the leaves from figs,
grapes, orany other fruiting plants with a view
to assist in ripening a crop, is a fatal error, be-
cause it has the opposite effect.

60WIXG wheat.
We see It stated that there are about 630,000

seeds in a bushel of wheat weighing sixty
pounds, and each seed requires a square foot o"f
soil in which to develop into a perfect wheat
plant Now, this gives us about --13,5G0 plants
to an acre, so that a bushel of wheat is enough
to plant tea and one-four- th acres with. When a
man puts in a bushel and a half there is enough
for about fifteen acres; therefore, the greater
jmnibarof the seeds are killed in the struggle
for existence, whilst every plant in the field
probably suffers from the contest We have
seen 132 heads growing upon a plant raised
from a single seed sown upon good soil, with
plenty of room to grow in, and left undistrubed
from time of sowing until gathered.

These facts are mentioned, not because we
think it Is practicable to sow tea acres with
one bushel of seed, but to show that it is quite
possible to sow too much to the injury of the
crop, and to call attention to the advantages of
the seed drill as a method of distributing a
small quantity of seed regularly, and thus not
only saving in the quantity of seed grain, but
at the same tame enhancing the value of the
crop. Australian paper.

While the lesson inculcated in the above is
valuable, we are in doubts about the accuracy of
the number of grains in a bushel of wheat; we
think that it is at least three times too high,
even if a small seeded wheat be taken.

HINTS OK SHEEP itAXAGEMEXT.
An experienced sheep grower says: "I do

not keep many sheep, because it is not well to
keep too many on a small farm. Sheep should
not be in one field too long; they should be
changed every two months to a fresh pasture.
I believe the greatest secret to the health of
sheep is to keep them dry during winter aud
early spring. 1 never let my sheep got wet
from October to May, day or night I put
them in a warm, dry place with plentv of air
and light 1 believe that catarrh in sheep is
the result, either diroctiv or indirectly, of ex-
posure. In feeding I prefer the blade fodder,
either from corn or sorghum, to any other
roughness. I do not think that hay is best for
sheep. For pasture I prefer short grass. In
feeding grain I prefer shelled oats to any othergrain. Corn and oats mixed make a good feed.
If I bad no oats, I would feod corn with a lib-
eral food of wheat bran once a week.

"I find Southdowns more hardy than Cots-TVold- s.

I axn raising from imported Cotswolds
now; have some ewes that are one-eigh- th

Southdowns. The best sheep I over raised for
--wool and mutton was a cross between these
two breeds, one-four- th Soutbdowns. My ex-
perience has only been with Cotswolds and
Southdowns."

CaXTFOKXIA BAISESrS.

It has been thoroughly proved that as good
risins can be made in California as those from
Any other source, provided sufficient caro is
bestowed upon tho curing of them. But, what-ve- r

may be tho cause, too great anxiety to
larvest a largo crop with insufficient means, or
a Treat of & thorough appreciation of the neces

Hggppp

sity of furnishing the best article, it is a fact
that the raisins from that State do not keep
welL Tho troublo appears to be simply that
time is not allowed for them to become prop-
erly dried before packing ; they keep through
the winter, but turn sour in the spring. We
hopo that an industry so important, so profit
ablo, and which may become of great magni-
tude, will not be allowed to suffer through
mere carelessness in tho mechanical operation
of preparation for market

SUBSTITUTE FOR PAWS GliEEN.

An Ohio cultivator, being opposed to the use
of such virulent poisons, as Paris green and
London purple on potatoes aud cabbages to kill
bugs and caterpillars, tried the following ex-
periments with alum:

He dissolved four ounces of alum in two
gallons of cold water, aud sprinkled it on the
potato vines with a haudful of broom corn,
which was tied together to use for that pur-
ine. After a careful observation it was found
that the bugs were all killed in about five or
six days, and one application was all that was
needed ; tho bugs "did not bother after that,
and the potato vines were not stunted as by
tho application of London purple, but were
more thrifty and looked greener.

The alum water was tried on cabbage in the
same proportion, and one application was
made; alter that the butterfly that deposits
its eggs on the cabbage leaf had no effect on
tho cabbage, and when it was cut in the fall
not a worm could be found in any of it

We apprehend that this remedy will have to
be repeated in order to establish its efficiency.

SUGAR. AND GLUCOSE.

The humble beet can hold up its head with
prido when its sweetness is contrasted with
that of the grap?, Tho grape is sweetened with
glucose, an ignoblo form of sugar which the
chemist can make in the laboratory, where its
production does not require the employment of
costly or rare materials. The sweet juices of
the grape can bo made from old cotton rags and
old newspapers, or from sawdust But human
art has not yet been able to number among its
triumphs the production of the sugar of the
beet, the maple or the cane. The watermelon
has the faculty of manufacturing cane sugar in
large quantities; and the apple, peach, straw-
berry, cherry, and pear havo the power of
bringing intoplay a chemistry by which is pro-
duced distinct forms of sweets which no art of
man can imitate.

WOOD ASHES TOR PEAK AND APPiE TEEES.

Those having pear and apple trees which are
unproductive, should try the effect of a heavy
dose of wood :ishes. If a tree is large, three or
four bushels will be none too much if spread
over a good wide space, so that it may be not
more than half an inch in thickness. How
much trees will bear around their roots with-
out injury is probably not exactly known.
It is recorded that an apple tree which was re-
markable for the heavy crops it had borne of
very highly colored fruit, received eight bushels
of unleached wood ashos as au annual c i sing
to its roots. This shows that evon this large
quantity was well employed. While cacs of
ovennanuring may be seen, yet the number of
cases where undermanuriug takes ilacc are
much more plentiful.

JIOESTEIN COWS.

The following is a Holland description of this
breed : " The cow should have considerable size,
not less than 4 or 5 feet girth, with a length of
body corresponding, a finely formed head, with
a forehead or face somewhat concave, clear,
large, mild eyes.

"Yields of sixty to ninety pounds of milk
per day are expected of all native Holstcin cows
on good pasture. But her strongest recommenda-
tion to the dairy is net her daily yield, but the"
fact that she continues to givo a fall flow
throughout the year. Cows yieldiug 16,000
pounds of milk ysr year are not scarce, while a
few havo gone much higher, and the mature
cow that would fall short of 10,000 pounds
would be au exception."

SUTTEE.
There are some things about tho dairy that

everyone interested in it should constantly
bear in mind. One of these things is that a
pound of-po- butter costs just as much in feed,
labor, and general care, as a pound of good but-
ter. Whili they cost just the same, one often
sells for double or thrice the sum paid for tho
other. While one builds up, increases aud orna-men- is

the dairyman's reputation, the other, on
the contrary, injures and destroysit. Careless-
ness in butter making has made oleomargarluo
possible ; many people actually prefer it to poor
butter so that dairymen, instead of trying to
stop tho manufacture of what they consider an
adulteration, should endeavor to limit its sale
by providing a cheaper, saleable, and preferable
article. -

EICH CnEESE.
When the milk is kept in the factory over

night, and properly stirred and cooled, the
sweet crcani should ho dipped off in tho morn-
ing before the morning milk is added, and kept
by itself until the milk is all in, and then
warmed to the desired degree for applying ren-
net Then warm'the cream to blood heat, or
thereabouts, and run It throngka clean strainer,
rinsing it through with plenty of warm milk
then stir it in thoroughly, and apply the ren-
net, stirring the milk as long as it can be
safely .stirred, and give it time to become still
before it begins to coagulate. Excltangs.

SUBSOIL PI.OWTNG.

Breaking up the bottom of the ordinary fur-
row with a subsoil plow, by preparing the
ground sa tliat the roots can penetrate deeper,
prevents in a very great measure the winter
killing of grains, which is mostly caused by
the surface strata being saturated with water,
aud the roots, not being able to penetrate
through the hard subsoil, suffer in consequence.
A slight mulching of manure, properly distrib-
uted over wheat aud rye just before, or just
after the first freeze, will also, prevent winter
killing and largely increase the crop.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
Our Agricultural Editor's Weeily Chat "Willi Ilis

Headers.
I want to plant a few shade trees on my lot nnd

do not wiint to lose any time, &o I nek whether I
should plant them in tho fall or wait till next
spring. Amicus, Montgomery county, Sid.

Aits. By all meaus plant this fall, as you will
gaiu nearly a year by doing so as compared
with planting next spring. Endeavor to havo
the planting done not later than the middle of
October, and if the trees have not dropped all
their leaves by that time, pull them off; this
is important

Would the editor of "Bural Topics" favor us
with his opinion about wheat turning to chess?
Our club have had the matter up for discussion,
and somo of us believe iu tho change. Granger,
Kentucky.

Ans. We do not consider this a question for
discussion at all; just as well discuss the ques-
tion of turnips turning to carrots, or oats
turning to timothy.

What is the best method of preparing cilv sew-
age water for manurial purposes? R. S. S.

"

Ans. So far as we are informed, tho only
profitable method of using sewage water from
cities is for tho purpose of irrigation. Where
this can be applied it is valuable, but where it
cannot be used in this way, no use can be
made of it, so far as it is a fertilizing agent

In my inquiry of the cause of grape vino drop-
ping its fruit just after blossoming I forgot to state
that the vine was transplanted when in fruit. TJio
planting waa carefully done, tho leaves not wilt-
ing, but the grapes dropied, being about the size
of ehot at the time. Can it be a bad habit then
formed whieh has become chronic? Give us light.

Constant Header.
.4n. Although tho transplanting caused the

fruit to drop, it docs not follow that tho fruit
will drop annually in commemoration of tho
circumstance. This is not a sufficient reason
for the trouble, but what causes it wo do not
pretend to say.

Does the editor consider tho European sparrow
a curie or a blessing to thia country ? E., Troy.

Ans. Thirty years ago wo were asked to as-
sist in the introduction of tho European spar-
row to this country, and we strongly opposed
the measure. But it has been brought here,
and it will be as difficult to get rid of it as it
would be to get rid of mice or rats. These
birds feed their young on caterpillars, grass-
hoppers, and insects of various kinds, as any
ono may discover who watches them feeding
their young. Whether or not tho old birds
devour insects for a living to any great extent
wo cannot say, but wo think that they rather
prefer grains of all kinds. When they become
numerous in farming districts they will as
certainly become destructive of grain crops
their history everywhere goes to prove this. '

Young and middle-age- d men, suffering from
nervous debility, prematura old age, loss of
memory, aud kiirdred symptoms, should send
three stamps for Part "VII of pamphlets issued
by World's Dispensary Medical Association,
Buffalo, N. Y.
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now to keep as comfortable as possiblo is
well worth the study of thoso who think and
reason. Summer headache is the cause of much
discomfort to very many persons. In some cases
it is traceable to nialaial poisoning, when qui-
nine is the only specific. But very often the
headache is caused by too much blood in the
head. In such cases it will be found a very
great relief to bathe tho head very frequently
in cold water, and, if it is persistent, to fold a
compress, wet it, anil lay it on the top of the
head, just above the brow. Not only those who
arc obliged to spend much of their time in the
sun heat, but those who aro confined to close
rooms and offices will bo greatly benefited if
they will remember this.

It is well to take a piece of cloth about tho
size of a large napki n, fold it into several thick-
nesses, and in size like the palm of your hand,
wet it, and if your hcadacho is very severe,
cool it frequently, placing it under your hat,
or a lady may fasten it with hair pins. Those
who have ice convenient may place a piece in
tho folds of tho cloth. This will give relief in
very many cases. Besides proving grateful and
cooling, it is much more convenient than to
bind a compress around the brow, this being
something to which those only who have leisure
can resort It can be worn with the greatest
comfort, and those who have tried it will not
trust themselves without it on a hot day.

Persons who are over-heate- d should be very
careful that they do not take cold by cooling
off suddenly, by plunging into a cold bath, or
sealing themselves in chilling draughts. But
there is an effectual way of bringing the blood
to its normal temperature, if one only knows
how. To go swimming or seek the bath tub
with the blood at fever heat may lead to A'cry
serious consequences, and many persons have
been crippled for life from such heedless prac-
tices. In such cases there is danger of con-
gestion and paralysis, by driving the blood from
its courses to the vitals. The surface of tho
body is cooled, but at the expense of somo over-
charged organ aud the consequent derangement
of tiie entire system. But, by tho course indi-
cated, the blood itself is cooled, which may bo
accomplished as follotvs :

When you come in very much overcome with
tho heat, remove your outer clothing, youvcoat
or dress, or other outside garments. Then, in
a basin of cool Avater, bathe your head and arms,
dipping the water freely upon your wrists,
where the hot blood is pulsing rapidly; then
sit down quietly with some cold compresser
hound arouud your wrists and upon your head.
If you use a lau, use it to some purpose, and
instead of fanning yourself violently, still
further over-heatin- g your blood, fan slowly, di-

recting the cooling air against your throbbing
temples and the pulses of your wrists.

Bear in mind that very much summer sick-
ness is caused by drinking too much ice water,
which is more or less injurious, particularly
when eating, as it chills tho stomach aud re-
tards digestion. Very many aro also seriously
affected, when traveling, by a change of water.
The best way in all cases is to drink water
sparingly when overheated or after a full meal.
To allay thirst, a little lemon or other acid
may be added to the water or a little cold tea.
In such cases the relief secured is more certain
and the disturbances likely to result from too
much cold water very greatly allayed. On tho
other hand, cold water, when it is pure, aud at
a temperature of about fifty degrees in other
words, neither too warm or too cold may bo
drank freely under ordinary circumstances with
very wholesome results. This when at home.
When traveling, be on your guard, and do not
fail to provide yourself with a littlo brandy or
peppermint, which, even with tho greatest care,
may be needed to keep your stomach from pro-
testing against the abuses it may be subjected
to

TIIE HOUSEHOLD.

A correspondent from Kendal ville, Ind.,
writes us for minute directions for making

--Saratoga potatoes, as she has tried several re--
cipesTiud failed. If she will follow this recipe-accuratel-

she cannot go amiss. -- , .

Saratoga potatoes : Slice your potatoes very
thin with a slaw cutter. If done by baud, be
careful to get them thin and even. It takes a
long time, as they cannot be hurried.

Cover the potatoes with water and let thorn
stand several hours in a very cold place; an ice
chest is the best If you want them for break-
fast it is best to prepare them the night before.
To stand in cold water makes them mure crisp,
though, if you are in a hurry, they may be done
without.

When you take them from tho water mb
them dry, a few at a time, with a towel. While
drying them have a kettlo of lard heated as
for fried cakes. Drop a slice in and if it browns
quickly the lard is hot enough.

Sco that you have provided a wire basket,
like a small pan in shape, and used for the
especial purpose of frying potatoes, croquets,
&c. Put your potatoes in the basket and place
it in tho boiling lard. Sco that your basket is
not too full, or that you have too much lard, or
the potatoes will float into the boiling mixture.
Potatoes maybe fried without using tho basket,
and then dipped out with a skimmer : but this
way is both slow and unsatisfactory. You may
stir tnc potatoes wniie cooking with a fork, that
all may bo evenly done.

Take the potatoes from tho basket and drain
off the lard ; then throw them upon a soft cloth
or porous paper, shaking them around to absorb
all the grease. Sprinkle salt over them and
place in a tureen, uncovered, that their crisp-nes- s

may not be destroyed by tho steam.
If your potatoes get greasy and heavy look-

ing before browning, it is because they are not
well dried or that the lard is not hot enough.
It is best to do but few at a time, and while
yon are rubbing the grcaso from one lot the
other may be frying. Saratoga potatoes aro
excellent for a luncheon, cold, as well as hot
for breakfast or tea.

rEECAUTIONS IN CANNING.

lire. M. L. D., of Canton, O., inquires if tin
cans arc not safe for canning. To this we
would unhesitatingly say that they aro, pro-
vided that only tho common resin sealing wax
is used and that the can is never used after it lias
become corroded. A series of investigations,
growing out of cases of poisoning from canned
meats and fish, has shown that the troublo has
arisen from tho use of flux for sealing purposes.
Plux is the muriate of zinc, a very active poi-
son. This flux, when used for solder, very often
gets into tho cans, when it enters iuto alchem-
ical combination with tho meat, making tho
contents very poisonous to most persons, par-
ticularly thoso of sedentary habits.

Now, as no private family uses this solder in
canning, care in such cases must bo turned to tho
cans themselves. In this connection it should
be remembered that it is not only necessary
that the cans should bo bright and. new when
used, but that they should not stand too long
before using. Not only tomatoes, but peaches
and other fruit will, if allowed to stand too
long in cans before usiug, eat oil" the tin, and so,
develop active poison. For this reason all
fruit,' meats, or vegetables put up in tin should
be used within the year. Many persons using
tin cans arc not as particular about this as they
should be, and canned fruit is allowed to get
several years old before using. This is all
wrong, and may account for many an attack of
griping and colic.

It is not improbable that tho Tesult of tho
important investigations rofcrred to will bo tho.
substitution of Japanned iron, or puro iron
cans, fortin. When this is done thoso who adhere
to glass, which is both expensive aud perish-
able, need havo no fear in using cans. Until
then great care and precaution should bo used
not only in tho purchase of canned goods, but
in scrutiny of homo products.

TVHISKY PICKLES.

S. L. Clark, Vernon, Mich., sends us this re-
cipe for whisky pickles, in response to an in-
quiry recently published in theso columns:

Here you have tho Michigan way : Take whisky
and water, half nnd half, and put your cucumbers
Into it. Place n weight on top to hold them In tho
liquid. If they heat, you will havo to etir thorn up;
keep in a cool place. The Michigan whisky is so
polboiioua that it cats tho cucumbers up. Perhaps
Minnesota whisky is better.

And here 13 a letter that is sharper and more
purgent than the strongest whisky pickles :

To the Editor National Teibune:
In the lost Tribune a lady calls for a recipe to

make whisky pickles. Now, if she is a mothernnd has any boys, I want to givo her tho recipo

thirty years ago, while visiting atn friend's in Lakecounty. White dinner was preparing, the lady of
the house asked me to taste her pickles, made from

no recipo, aad called whisky plcklea. I was

not much for pickles, bnt ate about half of n small
one. In a very short time the house began to turn
round. I said to the lady : "I thought your house
was built upon a rock foundation, (they were strong
pillars in the church,) but I find it is on sand," for
when I went to walk tho bouse would tip over on
one side. After a little, however, the house and Igot solid again, and we have staid so, as for as
whisky pickles are concerned. I wish I could
say as much for that family. That mother had three
bight littlo boys, from six to twelve years of age,
and where nre they now? They all fill drunkard's
graves, and I know their first taste for whisky was
acquired from those very pickles. There is no uso
for whisky in any form. What causes all tho sui-
cides and devilment we read of in every paper ? It
is the cursed whisky. I have no boys, but others
have, nnd I would as soon, or rather, see their
innocent throata cut while young, than see them
frrow up and, through the inlluenco of whisky, do it
themselves. I am a great reader of Tiik Tuihune,
but do not want any whisky in it. God never in-
tended man to sink below the beast, and a whisky
drinker is far below. Bespeclfully.

Oskaloosa, Iowa. M. M. M.
Our Weekly Experience fleeting.

GREETING FK02I A LITTLE GIRL "WOMEN WHO
ARE WORKING.

Our first letter is from a loyal little girl of
ten, who is very proud that her papa was a
soldier, and tells his story like a little heroine.
Arc there no more littlo girls who are glad
their papas were soldiers and who will write
us all about them like littlo Bessie Brickel?
Bessie is welcome, and must como again.

Sedalia, Mo., July 16, 18S3.
To the Editor Natioxax, Tribune :

I have been wanting to write to you ever since
papa first began to take your paper, to tell you
bow much we all enjoyed it. Last winter mamma
would read us a littlo story every night while she
was Retting the baby asleep, nnd the rest of us
would sit as still as mice. I am the oldest and will
be ten years old the 1st of September, nnd I havo
four brothers, whoso ages nre seven, Ave, three
and one. Don't you think I am rich in brothers?
Mamma says she hopes you will keep up the house-
hold department, for she appreciates it so much.
Wo feel very proud because our papa was a soldier
and served all through the war. Papa's name is
John L. Brickel, company L, Second Kentucky
(Kii Patrick's) cavalry, and he was with Sherman
in his march to the sea. At one time papa might
have been killed by a shell, which exploded and a
piece lodged in his haversack. Papa has the pieco
of bhcll yet. I hope that our soldier paper may
live and flourish forever.

I remain, your little friend, Bessie Bhickel.
A SOCIETY WITH BRIGHT PROSPECTS.

Elgin, July 16, 1SS3.
To the Editor National Tkieune :

It may interest you to learn that our new society
is progressing finely, with bright prospects for the
future. A number of our ladies met Thursday,
Julyl, and succeeded in organizing' a Woman's
Auxiliary of Veteran Post, No. 19, G. A. R. U'c
begin with a membership of eighteen. Theoflieers
elected ui--c : President, Mrs. D. It. Beebc ; vice-preside-

Mrs. M. M. Briggs; secretary, Mrs. A.
Manahan; treasurer, Mrs. 1 O. Gilbert. In the
"eternal fitness of things" it seems very appro-
priate that woman, the soldier's help in war,
should bs a helpmeet in every ;cood work in time
of peace. Nemje It. Manauan,

Secretary, Woman's Auxiliary.
TIIE FIRST AUXILIARY IN CALIFORNIA.

To the Editor National Thibuxe:
We claim the first Auxiliary in California, organ-

ized last evening in the halL of lleintzelman Post,
No. 33, G. A. E., Commander J. P. Jones assisting
in the organization. The officers are : Mrs. Mnry
P. Jones, president; Mrs.Kellie St utler, senior vice-preside- nt;

Mis. J. W. Leonard, junior vice-preside- nt;

Mrs. II. B. Itioo, secretary ; Mrs. Lucy Dan-nal- s.

treasurer ; Mrs. Maria Palmer, chaplain; Mrs.
II. M. Crowcll, conductor; Mrs. Jennie Robeits,
guard. On the evening of July 3:1, Mr. R.
F. Kirk, n "piofessional," gave n, benefit for
thia Tost, the net proceeds about 110 going
to the P-3- t. He is to give another on next Thurs-
day evening, July 17th, for the same purpose, the
proceeds to be applied to the building of n ball to
belong exclusively to the Gj A. R. here. Several
hundred dollars have already been subscribed, also
a lot donated, and as soop as the requisite funds are
secured the hall will be built, which we hope to ba
ab!e to do yet this fall. The Post is prospering, nnd
additional members added nearly every meeting.

Your, in F., C, L., ,W. J. Whitney.
San Diego, Oal. Late Co. A, 57th P. V.

FE03I AN EXCLUSIVE AUXILIARY.
Marlboro, Mas., July 20, 13S3.

To the Editor National Triecne:
I have read with interest the discussion in Tun

Tumcjn: concerning the admitting of loyal women
to membership in Woman's Auxiliaries. In the
mouth of December, 167D, an Auxiliary to the Post
of this plaoi' (John A. Rawlins. Ino. 43,) was formed,
whose membership was restricted to the "wives,
mothers, sisters, daughters nnd widows," and as
such has since continued. This society has grown
from twenty to one hundred members, meeting
monthly, on the afternoon of the Post meeting
night-r-busine- ss meeting m the afternoon ; family
supper and literary entertainment from 6 to 10, in
wliich tho comrades and ladies are equally inter-
ested, the Post by by-la- w devoting Hint evening to
n union meeting. Theyda.,thU because they arc
interested because thvJir families are there. It is
liomc-lik- c, an J n reunion of old comrades. Upon
tiiis social feature has greatly depended om sucecs3
in the past thirteen years. We havo done constant
nnd effective work in connection with the Post.
Through these social meetings each month we
havo all become much belter acquainted, and
thereby carry on our work in greater harmony
nnd nmore thorough manner.

At the convention in Fitehburg, in February,
1879, called fpr the purpose of organizing a State
Corp, the delegates from Marlboro declined to
join, because they believed the basis of membership
was broader than would work successfully in our
society, nnd we have never had reason for chang-
ing our decision. In Marlboro a town of some
ten thousand inhabitants there are many charita-
ble societies wheie all loyal women can work, and
in this place all arc loyal, nnd what woman or
man even would own to n trace of di&lovultv ?

Many of thoe who would ask admission to tho
Woman's Auxiliaries have come upon the stage of
life since the wnr, with none of the enthusiasm
born of suffering to inspire theci to work. Would
not theirs be a short-live- d enthusiasm? And if
such ns these were in our BocU-ties- , what would
constitute its Free Masonry? And if you admit
all loyal women, what will you do with their
husbands, who were not soldiers?' Think of the
many occasions on which these Auxiliaries, com-
posed in part of women whoso lins&auds were not
in the war, would meet for btisincsls. Would the
husbands of those lady members be excluded?
And if not, would those occasions be? such distinc-
tive G. A. R. gatherings as they lire and havo
oeen c

In our society we aire for each other in sickness
and need, considering it our own especial duty and
pleasure. Jt is not a mere charity; we are ono
family. Would it be the same were all admitted?
Would our benefactions extend as freely to the
families of these loyal woman mciribers?" Wl;rc
can wc draw tho line without offending? For,
once in tho society, thoy have all t.ne rights nnd
privileges of that society. Not having the com-
mon memory of our dead as have tho soldiers and
their families, they would sooner lo;e their inter-
est, and by so doing the Auxilinvies would be
likely to decline and finally vanish, as has manv
another charitable organization. To the soldier
nnd his fnuiHy it is a hfe-lou- g wock. Why should
we weaken our forces by weakening the fraternal
feeling a sure result if all women were admitted.

I believe that I state the views of this Auxiliary
when I say they do favor a Nr.tional Association
if membership is confined to "wives, mothers,
sisters, daughters and widows of soldiers."

With us secrecy and ceremony are not essential.
Mns. Emma J. Bakntjs,

Of John A. Rawlins Post, 43,,Womah'sRelicf Corps.
The reasons which Mrs; Barnes gives in favor

of confining membership to tho immediato rel-
atives of soldiers ax not without force, but
they can be readily answered.

First. She says" her society has prospered as
an exclusive organization; so has tho Forsyth
(Toledo--

) Auxiliary and, in fact, every society,
as far as wcnow, that has been organized on.
tho non-exclusi- plan, while it is certain that
somo oxrTiusive societies havo not nourished.
Is not tio prosperity of tho whole Massachu-
setts Department a proof of the wisdom of tho
plan jm. which it is conducted, and is there any
reason to believo that her society would havo
boon less prosperous had it affiliated with tho
Department instead of standing aloof? --Unless
lira. Barnes nan Khnwthat snainMrct wlifoli ml.
hiit all loyal women aro less thrifty, tho fact

Hhat her own society is thrifty is of no special
consequence.

Second. Mrs. Barnes thinks it inadvisable
to admit all loyal women, because many havo

fcomo upon tho stago of lifo sinco tho war,
Vith none of tho enthusiasm, born of suffer-Iiu- r.

to insnirn thorn to work. Wnll so Wva
Imany soldiers' wives, for that matter, and

v.omon ot tnat sort wouiu not bo apt to seek
ad)nis3ion at least thoy have not in tho case of
societies organized on tho liberal basis. But,
onihe other hand, there are raauy women, not
imricdiato relatives of soldiers, who do possess
thu enthusiasm who possessed it in 1861, aud
wo;kcd shoulder to shoulder with soldiors'
W'es in tho charitable work of tho Sanitary
anjl Christian Commissions, as nurses in tho
ficid, and city hosutalsnnd at home, making
np hjxcs of clothing and delicacies for our de-
fenders. If wo welcomed their aid then, why
should wo not now? Thoy havo quito as pre-
cious war memories as ourselves more real
and siriVlantial than thoso of many a woman
who has ecome tho wifo of a soldior since the
war andknow quito as well how to mako
charity effective. And, by tho way, if theso
societies aroUntonded to bo really auxiliary to
tho Grand Amy, is it not a perversion of thoir
purpose to s&couduct them that tho Gnmd
Army will bo aeprived of tho aid of a class of
women whoso lelp our voterans wero so glad
to havo twontyVearsago? As for thoir hus-
bands, why should thoy not bo admitted to
theso social ineefcngs of Post and Auxiliary?
Is it not of tho highest importance to our vot-
erans that tho pioplo of tho community in
which thoy livo sfiould mingle with thorn at
their gatherings, scuhat thoy may become ac-
quainted with theft real worth and learn to
hold them at the trueYalua? What is it

m . .

that has caused this hue and cry to be raised
against tho soldier this allegation that ho is
attempting to swindle the Government in ap-
plying for a pension but the ignorance of the
public as to his true character? Is it not worth
while to disabuse the public mind of this falso
impression, and how can it moro effectually be
done than by bringing civilians into personal
contact with our veterans? It seems to us,
indeed, that tho vory thing Mrs. Barnes is so
anxious to guard against is just what the wel-
fare of the Grand Army requires.

THOSE UNMARKED NURSES' GRATES.

In a recent number of The Tribune, it will
bo remembored, we printed a letter from a com-
rade of tho Grand Army Post at Silvertou,
Oreg., requesting us to furnish tho names of
the nurses whose graves arc unmarked in the
National Cemetery at Shiloh, and stating that
the Post proposed to defray the cost of erecting
suitablo headstones. Wo accordingly wrote to
Comrado T. Cotton, Purdy, Tenn., for the de-
sired information, and havo now the pleasure
of publishing his reply:

Purdy, Tenn., July 20.
To the Editor National Tbibune:

In accordance with your request, I have made
the best effort in my power to ascertain the names
of the women who are burled in the Shiloh Na-
tional Cemetery at Pittsburg Landing, but I regret
to add that I have not been as successful ns I could
wish, notwithstanding the very kind nnd faithful
assistance of Captain L. S. Doolittle, superintend-
ent of the National Cemetery, whoso researches
have been thorough and exhaustive. We first
examined all the record Hooks, going back to the
original field-not- es of Messrs. Albot nnd Fills,
quartermasters' agents in disinterring the dead.
We found it necessary to make a thorough and
laborious search through the cemetery, on account
of the discrepancy existing bevcen the old and
new enumeration of graves. As the result of cur
efforts, we were enabled to identify nnd locate the
graves of four women described on the mortuary
records, ns follows, viz.:

3. Mary Owens, wife of Henry Owens, taken up
in vicinity of battlefield mid in National
Cemetery in section H, lot I, grave

2. Amelia L. Pinkcrton. a laundress of the Fifty-thir- d
Illinois volunteer infa Iry. Died April 10,

1SC2; buried in National C?i.. tory, section M,
grave "

3. A. . F the ret-- s us o j woman found
buried with the Seventeenth Wisconsin volunteer
infantry, liuricd in National Cemetery, in section
A. lot 4, grave 33.

4. Fli-b- ., (afterward written Elizabeth.) a woman
from Wisconsin, found buried with the Fourteenth
Wisconsin infantry. Died May 30, 1SG2. Grave
519.

Two of theso four graves are each of them
marked by a square marble block, numbered, but
without a name the same as the 2,."G1 unknown
soldiers. The remaining two graves are without
stone or tablet of any sort.

This is a very nicagt-- r and unsatisfactory report,
but it is the best I can make at present. I have
conversed with neighbors and old citizens residing
on the battlefield, but can obtain no satisfactory
infoimation respecting these four women, their
history, and the circumstances!- - of their deaths.
These who could probably have given some par-
ticulars have either died or removed from this
part of the country. If the mystery is ever solved,
it must be by surviving veterans of Shiloh. Will
some of the comrades of the Fifty-thir- d Illinois
infantry and the Fourteenth and Seventeenth
Wi-cons- in give ns the desired information through
the columns of Tiie National Tribune?

Late Chaplain, 120th 111. Vol. Inf.
As it docs not appear to bo known whether

these women wore actually nurses, it may be
well for our Oregon comrades to suspend action
until it is seen whether any of our veterans
can furnish a clew to thoir identity.

A TRIBUTE TO AN ARMY NURSEj

We print the following with pleasure, and
hope it will prompt others to givo their testi-
mony:

Albert Lea, Minn, July 17, 1SS3.
To the Editor National Tribune:

I was very p;lad to read Commander-in-Chie- f
Van Pervoort'a letter in last week's Thievse, rela-
tive to Mother Bickerdyke, not because it was my
privilege to have seen and known her, but because
1 have often heard private soidiers sing her praises,
and because it brought to Iny mind other lady
nurses whom I did know, and who are in every
way worthy the most earnest consideration and
honor of every member of the Gnmd Army of the
Republic. It was my good fortune while Iving
in the hospital at Chattanooga, Tcnn., in the
spring of 1805, to fall into the ministering hands of
Miss Hall, Miss Dada, and another lady, whose
name I cannot recall, all from the State of New
York, and I shall ever remember with warm grati-
tude the constant attendance and kind care they
bestowed upou the suffering soldiers of the Union
army. From early hi tho war thev had conse-
crated their time, strength, and labor'to this sacred
cause, abandoning for years the comforts of home
and pleasures of society in which they were well
fitted to shine by virtue of their station and accom-plWmient- Sf

and lollowed and shared the fortunes
of the unny in the tent, field, nnd hospital, sooth-
ing nnd encouraging the wounded and siek, bath-
ing their wounds, smoothing and softening the oft-tim- es

horrors of hospital lite, keeping n vigilant
lookout for the ignorance and mistakes of army
surgeons, and prompting nnd correcting careless
attendants. I know that thousands of the readers
of The Tribune remember and bless these ladies
for what they have done for them and for others,
and I believe no soldier, however brave, true, con-
stant, and vigilnut he might have been, is more
worthy ofn Nation's gratitude than they. I know
not whether they nre living or dead, but living,
the Grand Army of the Republic owes it a duty to
itself to extend to them an honorable recognition
of their sacrificed and invaluable services, and dead,
to honor nnd perpetuate their memories. I trust,
however, that they nre still living to enjov the
fruits of their sterling loyalty, bravery, and patri-
otism. Should anv of our comrades whoso nvoilight upon these lines chance to know these ladies,
ll tnoy will send me their respective addresses, Iwill gladly engage to subscribe for and send to
eac.h a copy of Tiie National Tribune, for oue
year, at least.

Yours, truly, F. W. Drake.
ALL ALONG THE LINE.

Mrs. Seth Z. P.ice, secretary of tho Woman's
Auxiliary at Homcrsville, N. Y., writes us that
her society favors cxclusivo membership and
secret work, aud is conducted on that basis.

Matilda A. Lawton, Treasurer Department of
Massachusetts Woman's Belief Corps, writes us
that sho is ' delighted with Tiie Tribune,"
and wishes every man in tho Grand Army could
see it.

Tho loyal women of Brunswick, N. .T., havo
lent material aid to the G. A. E. in their vari-
ous charity entertainments, but have no repre-
sentative organization. Thoy favor a society
admitting all loyal women.

Mrs. Emma McCammon, of Woman's Auxili-
ary of Eoborfc McCook Post, Carthage, O., sends
a favorable account of tho work of that society,
one of the first to orsranize in the Bnckcvn
State. This society was ably represented at
Denver by Mrs. Col. C. A. Sautmeyer.

The ladies of Minneapolis hayc for somo time
assisted the G. A. E. in their charity work, hut
have had no organization. A uumbor attended
tho Denver meeting for tho express purpose of
learning all thoy could of the working of othor
societies, with a view of organiziug upon their
return.

Thoro is a Woman's Auxiliary in good work-
ing order at Portsmouth, O., which is a contin-
uation of tho Aid Society established during
the war. The society never disbanded, but has
preserved its organization intact, and, as thoro
isn largo old soldier element employed in tho
mills there, tho society has dono much good,
particularly in tho terrible hard times of some
years sinco.

Postmaster-Gener-al Grcshnm has shown him-
self possessed of an old soldier's heart iu tho
appointment to his Department of Miss Van
Low, of Eichmond, Va.. whose services in bo-ha- lf

of tho soldiors of Libby Prison entitles her
to tho everlasting gratitude of hor country.
Miss Van Low was in chargo of tho Eichmond
post-oflic- e during General Grant's administra-
tion.

Soldier rionccrs of California.
From the. San Francisco Chronicle.'

Many prominent army officora spent tho early
years of their sorvico on this coast. Before tho
war Gon. Grant was in Oregon, Gen. Shortuan
was a partner in tho bankiug-kous- o of Lucas
Turner & Co., of this city, in tho early days.
Gen. Hooker owned a rancko in Sonora. Gen.
Fremont lived for a long timo in Mariposa.
Gens. ITallcck, Baker, and Shields practised
law in this city. Gons. Stoneman and Hooker
operated a saw mill atBodega, so unsuccessfully,
however, that thoy gave it up in a short timo.
Gen. McPherson left Alcatraz and went directly
South aud was killed in front of Atlanta. Tho
names and faces of Gens. Ord, Landor, Buoll,
Keys, Heiutzelman, Snmnor, Wool, Harnoy,
Denver, Naglo, Geary, Hancock, Stono, Porter,
and Boggs wero familiar to tho old Califor-nian- s.

LoYolIest Among tho LotcIv
is sho who renews or preserves tho beauty of
her teeth with SOZODONT, confessedly tho
most offectivo preparation for them. Volumes
of evidence might bo adduced in support of its
claims to public confidence, as a meaus of in-
vigorating tho teeth and rendering thorn pure,
glistening and spotless, and not less satisfac-
torily proven is its balmy influence upon tho
breath. Ask for genuino SOZODONT, aud
accopt no cheap substitute.
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ZINip'S FORTUNE,

All the Result of a Little Terse of

Poetry.

By Kate Tannall Woods.

Whiz! whiz! whir! whir! puff! puff! and
tho Through Pacific Express1, on its way to the
Golden Gate, paused before the station at Fre-
mont, Nebraska. Tiie engine drew a long
breath, like a boy after a race. The passengers
hurried out to get some dinner at tho refreshme-
nt-room near by; the train dispatcher, con-
ductors, and telegraph operators joked each
other merrily; and every ono wa3 smiling and
happy although tho day was unusually warm
for June.

On one side of the track stood a large grain
elevator, and many men were busy loading
some cars with barley destined for the New
York market. The elevator platform, like that
of tho station, was crowded with people. A lit-
tle apart front tho crowd stood a girl of twelve,
with long braids of hair down her back and a
sturdy baby boy in her arms. At the open
window of a Pullman car a young lady and
two children sat watching this girl. A strange,
wistful look iu her eyes attracted them.

"Come here, little girl," said tho young
lady; "como and get some candy for your lit-
tle brother."

" He is not my brother, aad she bids me never
cross the track alone," said the girl, and her
large brown eyes grew more wistful. The
pretty children in the car reached out and
tried to toss somo chocolates across to her; they
all fell, however, on the track near the wheels
of tho grain cars.

"Is 'she' your mother?" asked the young
lady.

"No; my mother is dead," replied tho girl.
" Oh, Auut Sue, do yon hear? " cried the girl

in the car. " She hasn't any mother just like
Hal and me'. I'm so sorry."

"Yes, Vesta, I hear," said the young lady;
"tho poor child looks unhappy."

Jnst then tho conductor came in to say that
some Chinese were engaged in cooking their
dinner on the prairie close by, and to inquire if
Miss Perkins, with her little niece and nephow,
would like to visit them.

Miss Perkins was delighted, and at onco
nodded to the little girl that she was coming
out.

" Can you tell me anything about that child?"
she asked, as the conductor assisted the party
across the track.

" The one with the baby? " said he. "No ; I
have noticed her here frequently, sometimes
when it storms hard, and she is always hold-
ing that heavy boy."

"She looks like a-- pictnrel oncesawinEome,"
said Miss Perkins, " and I want to speak to her.
Shall we take her with us to see the Chinese?"

" Certainly, if you wish." And, stepping up
to her, the conductor took the baby and littcd
him down from the platform, and then smiled
as the girl leaped lightly to the ground.

"Must yon carry that big boy?" said Miss
Perkins to her, as she was about to take up
the baby again. "You looktired. He can walk,
can he not ? "

" Yes, Miss, bathe does not like to."
Miss Perkins took the little fellow's fat hand

in hers, saying; " Now baby will walk like a
big man," aud the party soon joined Hal and
Vesta, who wero already watching the indus-
trious foreigners, and calling to Aunt Sne to
" come quick."

"What is your name, dear?" asked Miss
Perkins, when the child was seated by Vesta,
with the baby between them.

"Ziutha Dierke," she replied.
" Do you live near here ? " ," Ont on the praire yonder."
" Who takes care of vou? "
"Nobody but myself."
"But you live with some one?"
"Yes, Miss, with Hans' mother," explained

Ziutha. " I mind him for my board ; my father
is away, and I look for him every day."

"Where is yonr father?" said Miss Perkins.
"I cannot tell, Miss," was the reply. "He

has gone to work, and when hehas made plenty
of money he will come and take me. If I could
know where he was I should be happy. IS I ask
Mrs. Hansen, she says, ' You will hear in good
time ; but the good time never comes."

" I am very sorry, dear," said Miss Perkins,
" but I am sure your father will come."

"I come always to the cars," continued the
girl. " I canuot keep away. He kissed me aud
said, ' Bo brave, my Ziutha, and I will come for
you.' But my eyes ache with looking, and ho
does not come."

" Brave is a grand word, little Zintha," said
M" s Perkins, as she kissed the sad littlo face.
' So land a father must have written, and somo

time all will be well. You should go to school,
my dear, and learn to read and write."

" I read now, Miss," replied Zintha, "but I
cannot go to sehooh. Mrs. Hansen has a smaller
baby, and she keeps me to mind Hans. My
father wished me to go to school every day, but
I cannot."

Miss Perkins looked very sober for a few mo-
ments, then she sard : " Zintha, I shall always
remember you, and you must not forget me.
Hero is a card with my name upon it. I have
two homes, one in Los Angelos, printed here,
as you see, and one in New York. For one
year I shall be with my brother in Los Ange-
los, perhaps longer. Will yon keep trying to
write, and by and by send me a letter there? "

" I will, Miss I try every day," said Zintha,
eagerly.

" I take Hans to the big lumber-yar- d over
there, and make him a place between the pile
of boards, and then I write. See this pencil ; it
was given me by the nice man who measures
tho lumber, and I do many lessons on tho
boards. I writo my father's name often. I love
to write that. Heinrich Dierke is his name."

When the passengers camo back into the cars,
Miss Perkins knew that sho must send her lit-
tle friend away. Hal and Vesta filled a bos
with bonbons for her, and Miss Perkins gave
her somo pictorial papora and a bag full of
crackers made in shapes like animals, aud then
tho conductor lifted Zintha and the baby out
upon the platform.

"I think sho wanted your book. Aunt Sue."
said Hal; "she kept looking at it so earn-
estly.'

"Poor child!" said Miss Perkins. "If it
wero not my precious copy ofWhittior's poems,
with his own handwriting on the fly-lea- f, I
should certainly givo it to her."

A sudden thought came into her head. She
turned over the leaves quickly, aud wroto upon
a scrap of papar four lines from one of the
poems :

"The dear God hears and pities all ;
lie knowcthall our wants,

Aud what we blindly ask of him,
His lovo withholds or grants."

Aunt Suo hurried to the door with tho paper,
just as the conductor cried, " All aboard I"" Do give this to that littlo girl," she said.

"With pleasure," replied that polite official;
and ho immediately reached over the heads of
thoso about, saying, "Here, little girl, tho
lady sends you this. May bo it will prove a
fortune."

Some of tho rs smiled. How could
such n scrap of paper prove a fortune, and if it
should, what would that sad-eye- d child holding
a fat German baby do with it?

Again tho train moved on its way, and in
duo time readied California. Thcro General
Perkins met his sister, and boro her away with
his children to his orange groves near Los An-
gelos.

How was it with Zintha?
Every day, when tho weather wa3 fair, sho

carried Hans to tho lumbar-yar-d and wrote or
figured upon tho boards. Sometimes sho had
a hit of paper boforo hor, held down by two
bricks, to keep it from being blown away.

"Sco hero, littlo one," said tho foreman ono
day, "what aro theso verses you aro scribbling-al- l

over my matched boards?"
"Something a kind lady gave me, sir," sho

answered, timidly. "I hopo it is not wrong,
sir."

"No harm done," said tho foreman, " only
somo of tho men spoko of it, and tho boss
mightn't like it, you know." Tho nest day
this kind friend brought Zintha a largo blank-boo- k.

"Thoro, sis," said ho, "when yon'vo written
that full you will bo ready to copy sermons for
tho minister."

Ono day, tho foroman was cross. Mr. Brown,
tho clerk, was sick with tho mumps, and tho
doctor said he would not bo out for a fortnight.

"If it had happened at any other time I
shouldn't havo cared," exclaimed the foroman ;
" but tho bos3 is in Chicago, and bo's very par-
ticular about lattora boing answered prompU v."

"Couldn't I writo thorn?" asked Zintha.
"You havo been so kind to mo, I should liko
to do something for you, and I write quita wall
now.'i

The foreman looked at her keenly for a mo

ment, and then said: "Yourro a trump, littla
one; perhaps you can. Trot into theofiice,
and I'll bo in there In a few momenta."

Zintha was already perched on Mr. Brownf3
high stool when ho entered and began looking
over the letters. "Tell this man," said her
putting a letter before her, "that wa will fill
his order oa tho 10th inst., if wo can get the
cars. Put your date upon there so; tho
printed heads will help you."

"Iknowhowto do that," said Zintha, sim-
ply. " I did it for Mr. Brown when he wanted
to go to a party. I know it all the way down
to 4 Yours respectfully.' "

"Upon my word, you do!" said the foreman,
when tho letter was finished ; " and If you can
get rid of that baby of Hansen's, I can give yon
plenty of work nntil tho boss comes back."

Zintha's eyes sparkled. At noon, sho hnrriccl
home to Mrs. Hanson and told her the good
news. Hans was fast asleep.

"May I go again this afternoon?" asked
Zintha.

"I care not where yon are," said tho tired
wornan, "while Hans is sleeping."

" I will earn some money for yon, Mrs. Han-
sen," said tho girl, "and yon shall havo a new
dress to wear to the church."

"I cannot havo a gown while my man carc3
so much for his beer." returned Mrs. Hansen,
rather grimly. "With plenty babies comes
plenty trouble, and all goes wrong. But yon
are a good girl, Zintha, and I do wrong to speak
von a cross word "

Zintha had written letters for nearly two
wcekswhen tho proprietorof theyard returned
He frowned a little when he sawa young girl
seated on the office stool, but tho foreman whis-
pered a f&Yf words to him and gave him somo
letters to Tead; then he smiled and said:
"Eqnalto Brown's, anyhow.'f

When Brown returned, Zintha was told that
she need not go away, for the business wa3 in-
creasing, and the foroman bought a little chair
for her, wh-"c- !i ho placed In the private office.
All day long Zintha wrote, and wrote, and when
night came she went back to the Hansen's
house to sleep on her hard bed with little Hansv
She often thought of tho kind lady in the Pull-
man car, whom the children had called AunS
Sue, and sho said to herself, " Now I can writa
her a fine long letter, if she ever writes tome.'

One day, when the train camo in from Cali-
fornia, the expressman left a bos in the station
addressed to Zintha Dierke, and a boy in tho
telegraph office hurried away with it to tha
lumber-yar-d.

Great was the joy ofZintha. Her employer
opened it himself and seemed greatly pleased
when the young girl took out two pretty
dresses, made with "tucks to let down aa
Zintha grew" (as tho accompanying letter
stated), and all manner of pretty presents
from Vesta, Hal, and the dear, landlady.

"Now, Zintha," said her employer that after-
noon, "I have a little plan for you. My fore-
man has a spare room in his cottage, and hi3
wife, who Is a good, motherly soul, will board
you until we hear from your "father. It 13 not
a nice place for yon at Hansen's sinco he drinks
so much, and it is too far for you to go to your
evening lessons. Now that your kind friends
have sent you theso gifts, I think you had bet-
ter send them at once to yonr new room, and 1
will sec Mrs. Hansen for you."

"Ah, I can never thank you," said Zintha,
"and these kind friends, who do so much, for
me."

"Never mind the thanlc3," he replied!,
briskly, " I've a girl of my own, and I mean to
give you a chance to surprise your father when
he comes."

So the boxful of pretty presents went to Mr.
Gordon's house that night, and, before Zintha
slept, she wrote this letter to her friends in
California:

"3Iosr Deah asx Ktxd Peopi.:: The beautiful
box carae to me this day. and I could cry, my
heart is so happy. I am writing now every day in
the office, and every week my kind master pays
me for it. I learned to write, as you told me to do,
and twice every week I say lessons to a young lady
who teaches in, one of the scnools. It is very beau-
tiful, aad I thank the dear God and you. Tha
sweet words-- you wrote me have made my fortune.I copied them day after day on the boards, untilray kind friend gave me a book. How pleased my
dear father would be I I hear not aword from him,
yet. And I am tired waiting. My master says ha
will 'come some day when I m not thinking of
him.' Ah. dear lady, that is never! I always thinfc
of him and pray for hia return. I pray for you,toot
deer lady, for 1 cannot thank you. The books, tha
dresses, and ail the pretty clothing make me too
happy to sleep. Some time we may meet again,
and then I may be wiser and better able to telt tho
beautiful thoughts I have of you and the pretty
children. Ziktha Dierse.

Why Aunt Sue cri-- d over tfiafe little letter
nor one could tell, and even General Perkins,
her brother, sat vary still for a long time after
no nau read it.

Six months after tho box reached Zintha,
General Perkins himself walked into tho office
at tho lumber-yar- d, and there he found a tall,
slender girl, bonding over some writing. Ho
chatted some time before ha made himself
known, and then Zintha's happy face made
him ample return for "tho bother of stopping
over to humor Sue s whim." He tried in vain,
to persuade her to leave her position and go
with him to Los Angelos, when he should re-
turn from the East, but she only answered:

" I thank all your kind family, General, bnft
my dear father must find me hero when ha
returns." Her refusal did not prevent tho
General from stopping again on his way back
to the orange groves, to leave a largo bundle of
books and some presents from. New York
friends to whom he had told Zintha's story.

Thus two years passed, with frequent letters
between Los Angelos and Fremont, and aft
each Christmas a box for Zintha. Aunt Sua
still lingered In California. Sho had grown.
stronger, her brother thought, and the chil-
dren could not spare her.

One bright May day. Aunt Sue drove np tna
avenue leading to Eoselawn, as General Per-
kins' place at Los Angelos was called. Sho
had been out with Vesta, and was jnst return-
ing with the mail.

"It is strange that Zintha docs not write,',
said she; "I positively find myself worried if
the child misses one month."

" Perhans she is ill or very tired," soldVesta.
"But see, Aunt Sue, wo have company; Papa
is taBzing with a young hwly, and thare Is a
gentleman In the hammock."

Aunt Sue did look. There was no mfetak- -
ing thoso brown eyes, and, as tho ponies halted,
she sprang out and caught Zmfcha hi hor arms.

"Ah, dear, dear lady, I have coma at last,
and hero is the dear father with, raei" said
the girl, holding the lady's hand tightly in hor
own.

"Yes, madam, I am here," said a fee-looki- ng

man, advancing, "aad all mjMfe I sliall
thank you for the lovo yon have given ay Ht-t- le

girl."
What a happy party Eoselawn hdd thai

night I What a long, long 3tory it was wkfoh.
Zintha's father told how he found work at
once, and afterward went halo business for
himself at Sale Lake City; how he had often
written to Hansen, sending: money taul lettors
to his darling little girl ; how Hansen .wreSo
that the child was well, and learning fest
in school. Then he was ill, very ill, ffer a
long time. When he began to recover M3
first thought was for Zintha, bet no word eame.
Ono day, when he grow stronger, he wea down
the road to build a new store-boos-e. While ho
men were at work ono of fchem pieked np. a
board with a little verso on it. He carried it
to tho "boss " (who was no other than himself),
who read it as & hungry man eats bread. Tbero
was his darling's name, with hi own, beaeafah,
tho poet s words. Us laughed aload to Jay,
and the men said: "Ah, his nead not finite
right since the fever." Bat his hoad was ngki,
and his heart, too. He wrote at eaee to his
child, and heard all the long, aid story. " Tho
words of the poet, dear friends, said he, as ho
concluded his long story, " proved better than
tbo telegraph ; it was & message from my own
loved ono when I waa anxious aboat her. Then.
I made hasto to get to her as soon asU eoa&$
and hero we aro together at last, smA trying to
thank you for all you have doBe.,'

Here Zintha's hand rested lovingly on his
arm, and Zintha's voice, quavering with lovo
and joy, said: "When the dear father Guilds
his house, the words which brought us together
shall be earved over the door, to cmm :u rato
the happy fortune they havo hronzht mo. '

" Brave li ttle Zintha ! " said the iK neral. " It
was not tho words alone, hot your patient,
earnest work which won tho good fortune. But
como, Sue, lot us have some music"

Then Aunt Suo took down her gattor, and
they all sang the oveuiug hyma. whieh fleeted
on and on through the fragrant air. It ehaaeed
that the music fitted the verso toak had
brought Zintha's fortuao; so ilfes Perkins
added that stanza to the hymn. And as sho
noted the fervor with which" they aft joined in
singing that verse, sho could not help wishing
that it might have been hoard by tho beloved
and venerable poet In his New Englandhemo.
St. liicholas.

Epilepsy (FIfc

successfully treated. Pamphlet of particulars
ono stamp. Address Woijld's Dispexsasx
Medical Associatios", Buffalo, N. Y.


