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LOYAL WOMAN'S WORK

Letter Writing---Houschold Hints-—-
Qur Experience Meeting, &e.

—_— e

[Conduciod by Kele R slﬂ‘ﬂ'()ﬂdll

Letter wriiing, strictly speaking, may not be
a hocsehold sccompiishmont, and yet it 18 an
mecomplishment

ithout. T,
encd medorn school, whose enlarged sphere of
fselnlaes saskes it necessary that they should
have s [roc
nication in the world of aflairs, business and
social. The average business man is so very
busy t(hst his wife must perforce assume re-
gponsibilitios in the bousehold econowy which
wore iormerly regarded as the exclusive prop-
erty of man, Besides, she has her social dulies
o discharge aoceptably, many of which invelve
eonsiderable correspondence. Letter writing
is, therelore, an art which cannot be too early
cultivatod.

Letter writing, though the most important
branch of composition, is the one most neglected
in ourschoosls. Tire resalt is that an accomplished
gramnarisn or rhetorician may be the most in-
elogant of Jotter writers. He has no percep-
tion of forn. no sense of the subtle grices that
ennstitate the chied charm of a polished writer.
His siyle is punderous and stilted ; he possesses
mo sense of the importance of a distinetion be-
twoen the ordinary business letter and the
epistie he would sddeess to a friend. In writ-
ing to his tailor he employs the same phrase he
would use in responding to a secial attention.
If a lawyer, he uses {he same terms in writing
to the wowun of his aflections he would choose
in making u

If a lady, the same kind of inaccuracies beset
her, marked with Jess coherency of expression
and a wider wandering from the topic to be
pursned, whatever it may bs. The business
guan, compelied to write many letters, inseonsi-
bly falls 1ato a directumess which is thve Srst
gssestind of good jetter writing ; & woman, find-
ing the calis fewer and time less pressing, is
fop cortain to counclude that the longest way
arotud the shortest way home. Hence
vagucness and circumiocotion. Then, too, her
memory is more npcerlain when it comes to
spoiting, and, as for capitals and punctusation,
ghe <irikes in, hit or miss, with the fashion of
mis=ing grown into a provoking habit.

FORM POR BUSINESS LETTER.

With these preliminary remarks, we take up
the regnest of Mrs. Mary Maud Davis, Topeka,
Ezn., that we give g form for writing a busi-
ness lotter, with the reply. To this we would
suswer that the following is fairly good:

New Yomrg, N. Y., Aug. 13, 1883,
Mrs. Many Mavrp Davis,
Tuill. ka, Kan,

My Dean Manax: We have an excellent quality
of Radenuer satin, such as you were examining
whes lust in the city, which we will seil yoo at
greatly redaced mtes, We indose samples with
prices, and awsit your reply.

Yours, very truly,
ssitz, Brows & Co.
THE REPLY.

To tht faregoing the following wonld consti-
fute a periinent reply:

Torzxa, Eax,, Aug. 17, 1S53,
Smmn, Brovx & Co.,
Noew York, X. Y.

Me==ns: In reply 10 Your communieation of Au-
gust 18ih, 1 would say thit | have examined the
samples inclosed, with prices, and find that the one
herewith forwarded weels my approval in every
yueulgr_ Piease forsard twenty-five yards, C

L D. Thanking vou for the kind favors,

4 sum, yours, very truly,
Msuy Mavp Davis,

Now ohserve, first, that yon date your letter
properly, giving town and State, and if an ob-
soure place the county also; second, thst you
write the name of the party or firm addressed,
with town and State; third, that vou counfine
Fourseli stricily to business, referring definitely
%o the subject-matter of your letter, in order
that there may b no misanderstanding as to
your meaniog, and, fourth, that you append
your owa signature, (ull and dear, so that in
the event of the letter reaching the dead lstter
office it may be returned safely ta the writer.

Bo muck for the business letter, which though
waried n form should always be simple, ex-
plicit, and direct. But net so the private letter,
which may be as complicated and chatty as the
intimacy of the parties in correspondence may
warrant. Then, in a private letter, the name
should never be written at the beginning, though
always, if written in the first person, at the
¢lose. For sn example in the third person, for
fnstance, an informal invitation sent by a
young gectleman to & young lady and its re-

. I comparative strangers, he addresses
in the (Lird person, as follows:

Mr. Thornton Miller's compliments to Miss Mary
Bailey, asling thal she will give him Lhe plessure
of her conspany tothe concert this evening,

Tormes, Augast 12 1883,

A note in the third person must be replied to
#n the same style, aud may read as follows:

Miss Mary Balley acknoewlcdges, with pleasure,
the Eind invitation of Mr. Thornton Miller 1o the
eopeert this evening, and regrets that & previous

seasent will prevest her acceplance.
OMIEEA, Ausust 12 1853

Or, supposing the accguaintance is such as to
warrant & direct address, and vou will observe
that the sdvautage of & correspoudence in the
third porson is thet it does away with the stifl-
mess of & formal “Miss Bailey™ or “Mrs
Miller” or the too fmmilias appeliation, among
those whose acgusintance is slight. of * Dear
Mies Bailey or Dear Mrs. AMiller,”) the invita-
giou would read:

My Deag N Baney : Will you {faver me by ne-
SR e Iy ¢sonrt Lo the conecrt s evening, which

ap ssaued s 1o be exooptionuliy fine and of o
ehustaoter Lhoi you will, 1 am sure, ;-;1}-)"7_

Yours, very sincesely
Toresa, Auzx 12 18 Taoeyres Mirrieg,
Ip this cuse o reply

richt vead:

D4 el

=

My Deas Mr. Maoen : 1 very deepiy regrot thata
Previouns angzagement wWill prevent wy aoceptance
of your proflcred escort 1o 1he soneerl this evening,
Lem aovire of all that 1 miss in being obliged to
sufuse. Trusting that yeu will enjoy it to the ut-
st I s, rerely,

TorExa, 12, 1883 Maey Baipey,
bo eguully plain and
ghovld in al be conched as
pesrly as pussible in the lauguage of the invi-
G, o sustanee:

Oosplisocats of Mr und
and M. Joba Jones, recuesiing the piensure of
their company for Friday eveaing, August 15th,
nmt b ook PG, o meel Mr, aad Mrs, Williom
Brovwn.

The repily in this csse shonld he:

C"J.::l sttt af My

Vry sy
1 grow
v -

all sort= of social invitationsshould
t. And the reply

N

-
3O
c this kind

Mrs. Jolin Smith to Mr.

- ; arul Mirs, John Jones to Mr,
il ik, sobn Smuth, acccpting thelr kind invita-
Sion Jor Friduy evening al 8 o'dock, to moet Mr.
and Mrs. Witlian Brown

An fnvituiion to a dinter, whether acoepted
or doclived, shonld in no case go ananswered,
and tho seswer should be dispatehed as soon as
darcived, which ws of a punctilions
Washinglon statesmman, whose accepiance of an
Invitsiion 1o diuner was reccived by bis hostess
belore her inesscoger relurnod who had de-
ll't-thrl'-li i'.

25 1 befaro resuarked private letters are not
subject o any sef forms, but eare shonld be
taken o have them botl legible and intelligible.
A few hints war not be amiss: First, stady
eimplicity at sod aveid involved
scutenyes © =oound, meke frequent paragraphs,
one, 8t ot for every clunge of subject :
thind, avaeid apologics for poor strie, bad spell-
jug or deluy in answering ; fonrth, never re-
Cross your leftors and if vom
auything, do pof put * P, 8." after your sizna-
tura. If pon huve omilted anyvthing, write the
omission dowy as few words as
Ppi=<i bl=.

The preca

firoe, Aoin: anite o
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Balupiy, i

way with leng toppling *
mud Joag-tailod * g8 but cave most be taken
that the words are nol run torcther and that
Capitals and punciusition marks are used in
their plases. 1o those who weuld be seeurate
fn matters of composition, snd have no more
practics! aid at baud, wo would say procure a
wapy of “ Parker's Aid to Composition,” a
standard old haok (hat has not been superseded
hiy aosthing half as pood. To bean elegant, as
well as a rutiouzl, ieltor writer is siven to but
fow. Butit soms fur towards helping along an am-
bitions corm spendent to remetber that brains
in this, as in cverything else, must have good
tools to work with, and that clear, smooth sta-
flonery, @ good pon, and wmple leisare are in-
dispensalde 1o the letter writer who would be
his nroficiency in a great art,
Bous:hiold Dopartiment.
ERUIPTE FOR PICELING
GRAPLES.

Clare Mitchel, a reader of Tax TRIBUNE,
writes frors Cherry Grove to imquire bow to
break ing while preserving or

i

in ing sweet pickles.
, Te sbore we would answer that in
 sorviag auy kind of frait i (be sirup is

r
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thit few housekeepers can do |
We refer, of course, to the enlight- |

comumand of every form of commu- |

have omitted |

me style of writing is bold and |
Ilb‘}.. ‘I

AXD PRESERVING

preparved, by dissolving the sugar and letting it
reach the boiling point, and then, after skim-
ming, the fruit added, it will remain whole if
heated slowly, without stirring. To pickle
grapes or other fruit without breaking, place
the froit in a jar cold; then make a sweet
pickle, allowing five poufids of sugar to ten
pounds of froit snd a quart of vinegar; spice,
and turn over the fruit warm. Repeat this
for several mornings. Green grapes in bunches
make a choice pickle, if properly treated. The
sugar must be very white, and 4he sirup
skimmed thoroughly and partially cooled be-
fore adding,

While upon the subject of grapes we are re-

grapes, which are a very nice relish with meats.
Here is the recipe, which is worth trying :

Spired Grapes.—Five pounds of grapes, three
pounds of sugar, one-half pint of vinegar, two tea-
spoons each of cinnamon and allspice, one-half a
teaspoon of cloves, Pulp the grapes, boil until
tender, cook the pulp sofl, and strain through a
sieve: add it to the skins. Put in the spices, sugar
| and vinegar; boil thorougly and seal.

|

a similar way, bat withont the vincgar. It is
much improved by & proportion of one-fourth
of sweet apples. And here is an excellent
recipe for jam:

Grape Jam.—Pick ripe grapes, stem them and
glip off the skins; put the pulp in a kettle with a
teacup of water, boil until the seeds sepurate from
the pulp, strain, and allow one pound of sugar to

with half the skins, and boil unti! tender. Strain,
put in glasses and seal,

Grape Jlly,—This i3 best made from green or
hall-ripe grapes. Boil in a preserving kettle until
quite soft, and strain the juice through a jelly bag:
measure into a preserving kettle and boil for thirty
minutes: then add sugur, allowing three-fourths
of a pound of sugar ton pound of juice. Boil for
fifteen minutes, and put into jelly bowls.

We have tried this novel dish, and pronounce
it good for Tug TRIBUNE circle:

Cucumber Saled. —Peel sand slice very thin two
medium-sized cucumbers, place them in a deep
dish, and sprinkle with two tabiespoonfuls of salt;
set on the ice or in a coo! place two hours, drain on
an inveried sieve, and put in a snlad howl; dress
them with four tablespoon(ils of oil, the juice of s
lemon, a grated onion, a pinch each of sagar and
while pepper; mix these ingredients, and pour
over the salad ; stir well together and serve.

Our Weekly Experience Mecting.

AUNT BECKY'S PEACH PIE—ANOTHER NOBLE
NURSE—AN OLD SOLDIER'S PITIABLE CASE—
ALONG THE LINE—GRERAND OUTLOOK OF THE
NATIONAL EELIEF CORPS.

Sexeca Lage, N. Y., July 30, 1883,
To the Editor NaTroNAL TRIRUNE:

Comrade J. A. Jones, of North New Castle, Neb,,
wants to hear through THE NaTioNAL TRIBUNE
whether Aunt Becky, one of the nurses of Lhe
Ninth Corps Heospital, is alive. Thank God! she
2, and 1 hope there are many happy years in slore
for her vet. She is living in Des Moines, lowa.
When the One Hundred and Ninth New York
volunteers left their State for the seat of war, in
September, 1852, Miss Grahsm (commonly called
Aunt Becky by the soldiers) left her home and ac-

with it, caring only as a mother could for the sick
and wounded of the regiment until we were at-
tached to the Ninth Corps, in the spring of 1564
From that time until the close of the war she was
econnected with the Ninth Corps Hospital, aod did
all that a mother or sister could have done to re-
lieve the sufferings of the dying and wounded sol-
diers, and by such kind aclts and ministralions
every one learned to love her and call her *“ Aunt
Becky." Truly, yours, 0. K. DEAN.
Late of Co, G, 108th N, Y.

As a comment upon the above, the following
reministence from the Encampment number of
the Denver Tribune, will not be without inter-
est to “Aunt Becky's" many warm admirers.
She accompanied the Des Moines delegation to
the Encampment.

AUNT BECKY'S PEACH PIE.

Many of the old soldiers will remember the story
of how “Aunt Becky ™ stole the peach pie for some
wounded soldiers after the blowing up of the mine
a8t Petersburg. She was at that time a hospital
nurse at City Point. She complained that Sanitary
Commissioner Rounds kept all the canned fruit
for himsell, and had also taken the best cook for
Lis private mess. “Aunt Becky ™ was determined
to have some pesch pie for her s, and stole one
from Rounds, who had instructed his cook to make’
A large pie for some prominent guests that had
been inviled todinner, Just before dinner was an-
nounced “Aunt Beeky ™ hastened to the tent and
stole the pie, which she hid under her bed. Soon
afterwards she took the pie to some seldiers who
had been wounded in the terrible mine explosion
al Petersburg, The large pie was cat into twenty

sieces aud divided among the wounded soldiers.
mnds never suspected “Aunt Becky” of the

should be dealt upon the calprit if discovered. Six
months aft=rward, the day after the surrender of
Lee, just as a joke, one of the boys had “Aunt
Becky ™ axrested for stealing the peach pie. She
was marched through the camp with her hands
tied behind her. The regimental band of the Fifty-
ninth Massachusetts and the hospital drum corps
accoinpanied her. In the mock court-martial held
she was fined to receive a kiss from esch soldier
Jor the sake of his mother, a present of a dozen
lemons, half a dozen oranges and & pound of candy
for stealing the peach pie, and Rounds was made
to purchase the candy, “Aunt Becky ™ as well as
the soldiers hesrtily enjoyed the joke, Yesterday
when the reporter met “Anut Becky' she was
ratber diffident in speaking of herself, but the
lowa boys know her history almost as well as she
does hersell. “* Don't say much about me," said
“Aunt Becky,” "but you ean’t say too much for
the boys, They deserve it more than 1.”

Post. and sm proud of it.
even an honorary member of the Grand Army of
the Republic.™

* Here," added " Annt Beoky.” “ have some cof-
foe and a regular army lonch,” and the reporter
took & lunch with the old ficld-nurse of the Poto-
LAC,

A. 1. Graham, earpenter and builder, Deaver, is
8 brothor of “Aunt Becky,” and some of the most
proinent people in the city know her personally.

ANXOTHER NOBLE NAME,

IsperEsnesce, Kax,, August, 1883,
To the Editor Namioxal Tisvse:
Lot some of the comrades write of the nohle he-
roism of those Indies who sacrificed as minch ns we

they might add to the comifori of the soidier. Ono
eomes o my mind now, a Miss Katie Dissel, the
bockkeeper at the United States Christinn Com-
mission rooms, &l Little Rock, Ark., who salways
Lizd a word of eheer and encouragement for every
soldicr. 1 do believe that there are a less pumber
of gruves :t the scldiers’ cemetery througl her
effuris thau there would have been had she not
| beon there, May God biess that noble Wisconsin
girl. If anw of the readers of T Trizuxe should
please rive her address through THE TRIBUNE.

Y4 some of thie boys of the First brigade, First
division, Seventh Amniny Corps, write an acscount of
the cunpuign arainst Little Bock, Ark.; also, of
that meanorable canpaign in Westeran Arkansas,
which yesuited in the battle of Prairie Grover Let
Herron's moen tell the story, for they were
there durings the whole porformance, I was one
of four brothers who served in the Union army.

A. W. HARRINGTON,
Twenty-fifth Olio V. ¥. B, L. A,

A LETTER FROM A FAVORITE ARMY NURSE.
To the Editor NaTio¥an ThinsusEe:

In your paper of the 24 inst. I sew a statement
that Harriet P. Dame hasa position in the Treusury
Department, and is supporting & blind mother,
That is nol so.
Treasry Department i= true; that I am sapport-

SOTE OF

contradiot thist in your next issue. It Is very un-
plessant to be put in & false position. My zood
molhier died in 1554, and was never blind, T have
a sister ot Coneord, N, H., who has lost her eve-
sight, With her I spend my annual vacation. She
has o pleasant home of ber own and 1 do not sup-
port ber. All my relatives were in the airmy who
were old enough to go.  Only two of them receive
peasions, and they are almwost helpless with rheua-
windisin, Respectfully,
Hanmigr P. Daue,
Lonn Branch, Secrotary's Oflice, Treasury Depari-
wenl,
MISS VAN LEW'S GOOD WORK.

To the Editor NATIONAL TRIBUSE:

I was very suuch interested in the case of Miss
Van Lew fu the lost TRimuxe, J was in Richusond
and jo the same prison with Hon. Alfred Ely and
Cial IHuson, 3r, Haoson was taken sick and taken
| to N Vian Lew's residence and kindly cared for
| until be dicd, on the 14t of October, 1681, So you see
Miss Van Lew begau early in the war to minister to
the Union prisoners, Yor the kindness gbove re-
ferred Lo shie was brougil iuto disrepute nmong the
rebsls,
musi have been the cause of still further disrup-
tanss among Lor rebel l‘.r.-‘i’_"h]naf‘n'. so that, while we
admire lier for her deeds of kindness, we must
aiso remember at what a coslt of social position
| those little deeds were bestowedd.

Respectiully,

E, K. REEp,
Manrsox, Wis., Aug. 15, 18383,

AX OLD SOLDIER'S SORRY LOT.
As an iodication of what the women workers

we give the following sorrowiul appeal fiom
Michizan veteran, whose name and addross
will checrfully be given to any Relief Corps or
individusl who will contribute auytlLing to-
wards ameliorsting his affiictions:
. MicayoaN, Angust 7, 1883,
Meas, Kare B Suerwoap: | thougll to send yon
a few lines (o let you Snow bow Lam fixed (o sap-
port myselfl and my fumiiy. 1 ama member of the
Une Hundred and Thied O V. I and was wonnsled
&l Shuwberry Plaius, Tenn, on New Yeur's Night,
1864, and was discharged in May, 18635, 1 now
drow $Bamonth hon, and it dossn’t go fartoward
i amily. [ would ask you and your
r f you eould do I
did live in Jamestown, Micl., and
the lown poor fund for three y

ng—ihat the Government and the Slate of
Wﬂ“mhm

minded that a good friend of ours makes spiced |

one pint of pulp: put all together in the kettle |

companied the regiment to the front, remaining |

theft, Lut made threats that a severe punishment |

“¥es; 1 am an honorary member of Joe Hooker |
It is an bonor to be |

did for the cause; who left home and friends tiiat |

huppen to see this and know her whereabouts, |

| to IDtuail, &

| condition.
That 1 bold a position in the |

ing » blind mother is not true, aad 1 wish yon wouid |

auml ber subecquent deeds of kindness |

of the Grand Army are expocted to do in find- |
| ing out the necdy old soldiers of the Union, |

listed in Cleveland, Ohio, and after the war T came
{o Michigan and bonght forly acres of land, and
had to =¢11 that for doctor’s bill and living. 1 have
twelve acres of pine lund and all in crops, and it is
not worth fifty cents forall that is on the place.
The heavy rains destroved the cropa. I ean’tdo
much work. 1 have had a sore leg for over u yvear,
to my misery. Itisone sore from my knec down
to my foot. 1 hada piece of shell in i, and I hurt
the piasce a year ago last April, and it has been
getting worse ever since. The piece of shell came
out Iast winter, and the sore spread all over the
lower part of my leg, It is s running fover sore.
I have a wife and three children ; the oldest is go-
ing on five years, the next is going on three, and
the third is not a year old. ]

I will give you a list of my time-book, so that
you can £ee how much I have worked, commene-
ing on the 12th of April, 1882: Did no worlk until
November, in which month I worked 3 days, and
in Deeember 134 days—in all, 4'4 days. In 1883 1
worked as follows: April, 12 days; May, 3; June,
103 July, 94: and August, 34. I am bed fust
now. All these days were put in by hours, quar-
ters and half days, except four days. Now, if you
can help me by giving me clothing or anything
that yon ean—even rugs fo wrap around my sore
leg—I will be ever so thankful for it. 1f you want
proof for this statement, let me know, snd I will

.| send it from the town board and the dociors who
Grape butter is equally excellent preparad in |

attend me, I remain, yours, &c.,

ALOXG THE LINE.

General A, H. Bowen, of Hastings, Neb,,
chairman of the fifth annual Reunion of vol-
unteer soldiers and sailors, to be held at that
point September 3-8, 1583, is pledged to assist
in the orgnnization of a Woman's Relief Corps
in Nebraska. General Bowen, who served in
the Fourth Michigan infantry, celebrated his
nineteenth birthday at the first battle of Bull
Run. He was probably the youngest man to
wear the star, having been made a brigadier-
general Docember, 1864, at the age of twenty-
two, for gallant conducet at the battle of Marion,
Va., while serving as colonel of the Sixth U. 8.
colored cavalry,

Past Senior Vice Commander General Bangs,
of Maine, and his wife and son, spent a few
days at Idaho Springs, Col., the guests of Past
Commander-in-Chief Van Derveort and family.
The most cordial relations exist between these
gentlemen, who worked so efficiently together
during the year just closed. Mrs. Bangs, a
most intelligent and cultivated woman, repre-
senfed the State of Maine at the organization
of the National Woman’s Auxiliary. General
Bangs is a prominent organizer of the Sons of
Veterans, of whieh his promising young son is
a member,

The flourishing new Tod Post Auxiliary,
Youaugstown, Q. is arranging for a grand fair,
to be given at the new market house, for the
benefit of a charity fund. The donations in aid
of the project have been very liberal, This
society was represented at Denver by Mrs.
MeGowan, wife of the Post Commander, who
accompanied her husband, Mrs. Moore, and
others, It isone of the first Ohio socicties to
apply for a charter under the new Oxder.

Mrs. Bryant, one of the charter members of
the National Woman's Relief Corps organized
at Denver, and who represented Meade TPost
Auxiliary, Washington, D. C., of which Mrs.
Gereral John A. Logan is President, was a
nurse in the Union army. and unow has a posi-
tion as a Department clerk. Her hushund was
s member of the Third Michigan infantry, and
she went with him to the front in 1861, where

| she remained for more than a year.

Mrs. Goodrich, wife of Colonel Goodrich, of
Tonawanda, N. Y., and a prominent member of
the New York delegation at Denver, is the
President of Scott Post Ladies’ Auxiliary,
which is doing efficient work at that point.

Departnent Commander L. T. Harper,
Peoria, 111, is warmly interested in woman's
work, and will assist the ladies in organizing
in that State.

Chapin Post, at BufTale, N. Y, has a flourish-
ing Auxiliary.

THE NEW NATIONAL AUXILIARY.

Among the applications for charters under
the New National Relief Corps are one from
Commander A. P, Clayton, Henry Dillon Post,
Lone Rock, Wis.; Commander Austin Cartin,
George L, Potter Post, Mileshurg, Pa., and one
from the new Auxiliary in conncction with
Wilson Colwell Post, La Crosse, Wis. Several
applications from Ohio are also on file. To
one and all of these organizations, and others
abont to form, we wonld say, make yoursclves
as strong as possible, select good oflieers, and put
in your application for charters early, through
Tire NarioNAL TRIBUNE or the National See-
retary. Upon the return from her vacation in
Michiran of Mrs. Sarah E. Fuller, seeretiary of
the National Woman’s Relief Corps —residence,
Boston, Mass.—plans will be promulgated for
the organizition of the Union by States. All
necessary instruetions will be duly published
in TRE NaTroNAL TRIsUNE, which will also
be prepared to fornish charters and instrue-
tions, through the communication it has estab-
lished with National Headgunarters.

In furthersoee of the grand work, it is par-
ticularly requested that all Corps forming
will rcport to Tre NatioNarn TRIBUNE,
which expeets to give an account of the prog-
ress of the work at overy point. A correspond-

ent in every Corps is particularly desired. As

| an indication of the encouragement the Na-
tional Relief Corps is receiving we zre per- |

mitted fo publish “he followinz greatifviog

commuaiention from Assistant Adjutant-tien- |

eral H. X. Devendorf, from the headquarters
of Kunsas, the banner State:

HzapguarTers GRAND Army oF TiE ReEPUBLIC,
DEPARTMENT oF KAnsAs,
TorEga, Kan,, August 9, 1853,
Mrs, Kate B. SHERWOOD: The Department of
Ran=us, (. A. ., is ready to advance the interests
of the National Aunxiliary, and to that end we
desire at an carly date all information in your
power Lo give us, so that we can piace Kuansas in
the front rank. These headguarturs are at your
disposal, and we shail be pleased to receive any
and all commanications upon this subjeet. Espoci-
ally would we itke n eopy of the Ritaal adopted by
your sssociation at Denver.
Tours to command, H. X. DeveEsnonsg,
A, A. General,
P. 5. We are receiving letters upon the above

' subjeet.

NO DRONES IN TIE HIVE.

SkxecA FALLs, August 6, 1893,

. Xare B. Sarewood: The ladies of this
piace hBave orgmnized an Aunxiliury society and
hanve enrclied aboul thirty members. I am happy
to pdd that without exception they are all work-
1 nmemixets, v e desire, however, to go to work
submtaniinlly, and write for instruction with regard
Hoping that our united influcuce
may be felt by those¢ who have hitherto been in-
different to the Graud Army aud its noble work,

I am, very vespectiully,
Ains. 5. E. Tepaven,
Secretary Woman's Auxiliary, G. AL R.

NOTES,

Comrade C. H. Barton, Topeka, Kan., writes
us that the Woman's National Relief Corps of
Lineoln Post, of that city, is iu a flourishing
The following are the officers:
President, Mrs. M. O. Frost; Vice-President,
Mrs. T. G, Anderson; Secretary, Mrs. H. Y.
Devendorf; Treasurer, Mrs, Slocum, and Chap-
lain. Mrs. S. A, Barton.

Comeade A. Stevenson, Canton, IlIL, writes
us that Joe Hooker Post, of that place, has
organized a Woman's Auxiliary on the Toledo
pian with tweuty charter members, and is
ready to organize on the Denver plan as soon
as the National Society is in working order.

Comradé Martin Short, Brookiyn, N. Y.,
wiites us that Mansfield Post, No. 35, of that
city, has organized a Ladies’ Auxiliary, with
nearly one hundred mewmbers. Mis, H. B.
Davis is President.

— .y

o

The Pennsylyvania Holdlers' Orphans® Schools.
To the Editor NarioNAL TRInUNE:

The article of Comrade J. G, Vale in defense
of the troatment of soldiers’ orphaps at the
White Hall School is no doubt correct, tor since
the organization of these schools it has been

i conceded that the one presided over by Comrade

Jechn A. Moore has been perfeet in every de-
tail, viz., clothing, food, and proper edueation
and fraining, but the writer would like to hear
the same roport from the schools at MeAllister-
ville and Mercer. Can it be furnished? Let
Comrade Vale extend his investigation and
give us his report. It will do no harm, and
mich good, to let the publie know how our
saldicrs’ orphans are treated at the schools
mned. SOLDIER,
SnILOH, PA.

Wants The Tribune Printed on Shest Iron.

To the Editor NATioNAL TRIRUNE:

I wish you could print Tue Trisuxe on sheet
iron in Jarge white letters. Oh, how worn the
look of it now, after we old soldiers get through
Lbandling it! PYeETER RURGGKR,

51, Jases, Mo, Co, G, 2d Minn. V. 1.

It Stands Solid With Our Velerans.
[From the Toledo Journal.]

Tue NarioNAL Trisvse, which has attained to
l.u:in:‘da!.ianof 65‘.;!.!}. and wlll'ic.h has every pros-
pect ° year with 100,000, stands solid
with the ‘:vlummt both East and West, and
whenever named in soldier
Euiled with the warmest

circles at Denver, was
and spplause

THE GRIERSON RAID.

Left Behind---A Rebel Camp Cap-
tured---Arrival af Baton Rouge.

[By B. W. Surby, Butlle Creek, Mich.)

VIL

The column waseloze at hand, and our prison-
ers were turned over to it. Just at that mo-
ment Lieut.-Colonel Blackburn came galloping
up alone, and said to me, “Sergeant, bring
along your scouts and follow me, and I'll see
where those rebels are.”

1started, followed by Kelly, Wilson and Woed,
the remainder of the scouts being absént on
duty. I thought this g rash movement on the
part of Colonel Blackburn, but he had ordered
me to follow him, and it was my daty to obey.
We soon reached the edge of the timber and
discovered a considerable stream of water wend-
ing its way through the marshy and heavy-
timbered -bottom. A littie to the left, about
gevenly-five yards distant, was the erossing—
a narrow plank bridge some fifty feet in length
known as Wall's Bridge— over the Trickafaw
River, and within one mile of Wall's Post-
office, Amite county, Miss. Just before reach-
ing the bridge we were saluted by a few shots,
and we now increased our speed. Closely fol-
lowing the colonel we dashed upon the bridge,
but ere the last of us had reached the opposite
gide, a loud volley from earbines and musketry
were poured into us by eighty of Wirt Adams’
cavalry, at a distanee of not over sixty yards.
It seemed as though every tree concealed a
rebel. The eolonel fell along with his horse,
both pierced by the fatal bullet. One of my
scouts was wonnded, another had his horse shot
under him; aminie ball struck the writer on
the thigh, passing through and into hissaddle,
Three shots were all I could get, and I began to
feel a dizziness, but just then the advance-
guard of the column, commanded by Licuten-
ant Styles, came charging up across the bridge,
followed by only twelve men. No sooner were
they over the bridge than they were checked
by a well-directed volley ; they rallied and
charged, but were ton few in number and too
much exposed, while the gnemy were protected
by the timber, and thelittlc band was forced to
retreat back across the bridge, leaving one man
killed and two wounded, and seven dead horses,
Nevertheless, they prevented the writer and
his scouts from failing into the hands of the
foe. Just then the main column reached the
timber, and two companies were dismounted
and sent to the right and left as skirmishers,
while one section of the battery was brought
forward and commenced shelling the woods.
The enemy were put to flight, and the Sixth
Illinois took the advance in hot pursnit, while
the Seventh remained to lock after the killed
and wounded.

LEFT BEHIND.

My comrades soon stripped me of my rebel
uniform and put on the blue. I pleaded to be
taken alongz, but it was useless. The command
would not be inenmbered with anything under
the present eircumstances. The colonel and
other wonnded were borne by friendly hands
to a plantation about one mile ahead, and the
horses, equipmenf s, and arms were tnrned over
to comrades. Many & kind farewell was said,
and friends there parted, some never to meet
again, The following were the casualties sus-
tained in this sharp encounter—all the injured
being members of the Seventh Hlinoiscavalry :
Lient.-Colonel Bladkburn, mortally wounded;
R. W. Surby, flesh-wound ; Wm. Roy, seriously;
. W. Hughes, mortally ;’Geo. Reinhold, killed.
The following were left to care for and norse
the wounded : A. LeSuer and G. W. Dougias,
of the Seventh; also, Dr. E. Yulee, assistant
surgeon, Second Iowa cavalry, who accompan-
ied the expedition,

And now I eannot withhold my opinion of
this unfortunate affair, nor refrain from show-
ing how, in my judgment, it might have been
avoided. The reader will remember that at
the time the scouts rode up to the picket post,
and were obtaining information eoncerning the
force in the bottom land, we yere startled by
the report of firearms in our rear, caused by
Licutenant Gaston anda few men leaving the
column without permission and riding up to a
plantation and coming in contact with some
rebels, exchanging shots, ete, Had those shots
not been fired, neither the picket nor the force
in the bottom would have been alarmed, and
I should have succeeded in obtaining all the
necessary information about the force in the
bottom, thus enabling Celonel Grierson to
have perfected his plans, so as to have sur-
rounded the enemy, and probably have cap-
tured them without the loss of life, thereby
saving to the country a few good soldiers and a
brave and efiicient field officer, and sparing
the loved ones at home their sorrow and an-
gaish, Another sad mistake was that Colonel
Blackburn, with too much daring, proceeded
across the bridge with no other support than a
few scouts. He was a very large man, and
being dressed in foll nuiform and mounted
upon a very fine horse, he was a most conspicu-
ous target for the enemy. There was no eall
for thiz movement. 'The scouts had performed
their duty up to this time, and, knowing that
a foree oceupied the timber in the bottom, they
shonld have been withdirawn. If wasa mira-
cle that any of us escaped the first volley.

And now, as my thoughts at the time were
with the command, I will, with the reader's
permission, still continue with them, and nar-
rate their adventures until they again returned
to old Tennesseee, and then, not forgetful of
the sutferings of those whom they were com-
pelled to leave behind, will return and tell
you of their fate.

AN EXCITING CHASE,

The Sixth led the parsuitof the fast-retreating
foe, now seattering in all direetions, and found
the road strewn with old saddles, blankets,
coats, hats and firearms. The chase was both
smusing and exeiting. The Seventh soon
overtook the Sixth, and the command was soon
in Louisiana, The roads were in good condi-
tion and the column was making nob less
than six miles per hour. About 2 ¢'clock p. m.,
when within six miles of Wall’s Bridge, the
scouts discovered, on their right flank, about
forty rebels advancing on a side road, and
when they arrived at the junction of roads
commenced firing, the rebs, who still kept
advancing, determined to gain the main road,
replying. Just then the Sixth come in sizht,
and at o distance of 5ix hundred yards, threw
a few shells amonz them, which caused
them to turn tail and beat a hasty retreat.
This was maost fortunate, for had they
geined the main road, nothing could have
prevented them from reaching the Amet
River and destroying the extensive bridge
over that stream, whicth would have been a
serions loss to the command. About 4 o'clock
p.m. the column passed through Greensbor-
gugh, a small town in St. Helena connty. As
the scouts entered this place, scout Nelson dis-
covered a monnted reb, standing picket on the
cross-roads, Nelson approiched him, salating,
and inqguired who*he was and what he was
doing there. Ho veplied that he was the connty
clerk, and was waiting for a conrier to learn
the news, Nelson eifvred him his eanteen and
toid him to try some ** Yankee” whisky, at the
same time getting the drop on him, Mr. Reb
comprehended the situation, obeyed orders,
took a good pull {from the canteen, and, before
parting company, very politely asked Nelson
for “another nip of thet Yankee whisky.”
From this place the colymn took a southwest
course. The roads werain spiondid ebndition
and level as a floor; and shaded on both sides
by tall forest pincs” When within four miles
of Amet River the couniry become more open,
showing some fine residences and ostensive
plantations. The night was a clear, starlight
one, and moderately warn, ‘e men were
exhausted from wanl of rest, and nearly every
man was nodding a§ hie rode along. The scouts
had learned that a force was stationed at the
south end of the bridge, puarding it. When
within a mile of the bridge the eolumn was
balted, and the scouts were ovdered to proceed
1o the bridge, ascertain all abont the foree sta-
tioned there—their number, siluation, &e.
Samuel Nalson took the advanee, arrived at the
bridge, dismounted, and proceeded across on
foot. The bridge was about two hundred yards
in length, over a decp and rapid stream. No
picket or gnard was discovered, but Sam found
out that a gnard of ten men were quartered
only half a mile from there, and, not expecting
any Yauks that way, were not very vigilant.
The good news was soon reported to Colonel
Girierson, who gave the order * Forward ! " and
ina few minutes the horses’ hoofs could be
heard rattling upon the planks. After leaving
this bridge the column passed through a de-
lightful country. The distance from the Amet
to the Comit River is seventeen miles. No
alarm had been given in mnin%thu bridge;
the rebel guard was sound asleep, little dream-
ing that the Yanke~e raiders were thea witkin

through fourteen counties, in the interior of

| ous directions had been effectually eut off, pre-

rifle shot. Tt was now daylight, every man was
fully aroused, and all were congratuiating each
other on the success of the expedition. They
felt that they were comparatively safe, for oc-
casionally could be heard the hooming of the
mortars throwing their ponderous shells into
Port Hudson. Thus they continued to move
along.
BIXTEENTH DAY.

On crossing the Big Sandy Creek the scouts
discovered -& camp not more than 200 yards
from the bridge. Upcn approaching nearer
they saw two negroes busy bnilding a fire,
No picket or guard appeared in sight. The
scouts withdrew without being seen, and re-
ported to Colonel Grierson, who immediately
ordered two companies of the Sixth to advance
and charge the camp. Captain Marshall, com-
pany H, dismounted his men, crossed the bridge
silently, being supported by Cgptain Lynch,
with company E mounted cavalry, and when
within one hundred yards raised a yell and
charged down through the-long row of tents.
Instead of a considerable foree there was found
only about forty men, prineipally convalescents. |
The force formerly stationed at this piace, |
numbering six hundred (Williams' eavalry),
had left the day before, having been ordered
to push forward to Brookhaven and intercept
the Yankees,

The Seventh was ordered to push forward on
the advance, while the Sixth stopped long
enough to destroy the camp and garrison equip-
age and take eare of prisoners. One reb escaped
and was afterwards captured. Relating his ex-
-perience that night, he stated that he reached
his horse, sprang upon his back without saddle,
and nothing on him but his shirt and drawers,
and never stopped until he reached home, sixty
miles distant. The morning was beautiful,
with a clear sky and a bright sun, and the
roads were very level and in good condition.
The Seventh, after proceeding a few miles, dis-
covered a single horseman emerging into the
road between them and the scouts. He was
ordered to halt, but did not feel ineclined
to do so, and, putting spur to his horse, away he
dashed, hotly pursued by the advance-guard,
who fired a few shots at him. Inafew minutes,
however, he overtock the scouts, whom he
tpok for some of his own men, and brandishing
his revolyer around his head execitedly ex-
claimed : * Got out of here, boys, the road is
full of Yanks in our rear.” * Yes,” said one
of the scouts, “and yon are right among them
now.” Imagine his surprise! His name was
Hinsoen, a lieutenant-colonel of cavalry. He had
heard th® firing in the morning, and was on his
way to notify a camp between there and Baton
Rouge. The scouts procceded a few miles far-
ther, when Nelson stopped at a plantation,
where he found a soldier and three females
seated around a table enjoyiug a good meal.
They invited him to partake of their hospitality,
and he very readily accepted, and while eating
had a lively conversation with the reb, from
whom he learned that there was a company
stationed on the road about four miles from there.
Nelson obtained all the inforination he wanted,
and thought it time to wind up the business. So
he remarked to Mr. Reb: “ Yon may consider
yourself my prisoner.” The lientenant felt
very indignant, and replied: “I am an officer,
sir, and will start for my command in the
morning, and, sir, you have nothing to do with
me, if you are a conscripting officer.,” Just
then up rode a squad of company A in front of
the house. They at once comprehended the
meaning of the blue coats, and with tears and
screams the women commenced hugging and
kissing the lieutenant, exolaiming, “Oh, my
dear, they will kill you, they will kill yon!”
Nelson assured them that not a hair of his
head should be harmed. He was turned over |
te the command and Colonel Grierson informed
respecting the force ahead. Nothing further
occurred until the column had arrived within
half & mile of the Comit River. The scouts
had been cautioned to advance carefuily and

THE FLORENCE FIEND.

—_—- —

Prisoners---His Thnmh-écrew.

To the Editor NaTioxan TRIBUNE:
As you have béen kind encngh to publish

I will endesver to give vour many readers a

were worse prisons than Andersonville. We
were at once put in the new “ bull pen,” and it
was new in more senses than one. The stock-
ade at Andersonville was composed of hewn
pine logs tweaty feet long, st six feet in
the ground, leaving fourteen feet of a wall or
stockade around us, but at Florence the logs
were not more than ten or twelve feet above
ground, and instead of platforms at intervals
for the guards to stand on, there was almoss
a continuous line of embankments thrown
up against the outside of the stockade, on
which the sentinels could pass back and forth.
The logs were rough, no attempt having been
madego hew or sinooth them off, further than fo
cut off limbs and knots just enough to let them
stand close together. The dead-line was about
the same as at Aundersonville, and inside the
stockade the trees had only recently been
cut off, a3 many stumps were to be seen all
through the prison. There was a stream or
brook running from north to south, much
larger than the one at Andersonville, and some
swamp land on each side, and a pretty geod
corduroy bridze or road across it. g‘here were
not nearly as many prisoners to the sguare foot
asin other prisons; indeed, I never saw any
prison as closely packed as Andersonville had
been. But all the material for tents or caves
had heen taken up by the first prisoners pat
in, and we were left out in the cold in more
ways than one. I found that most of my aec-
quaintances (those of my company who had
preceded me) were “ messed off,” and that their
messes were full to overflowing. I had been
fortungte enough to save my blanket and
overcoab, also my knapeack and a dress coat;
these were big cards in my favor, and room
was offered me in several messes. I chose one
with a eousin of mine from the Eleventh Penn-
sylvania reserve, and one er two neighbor
boys, all of whom I believe are living to-day.
Their names are John R. Black, J. Van Me-
Caslin, John Eshénbaugh, Samuel MeCleary,
and Samuel Shryock. They only had ona
blanket and two overcoats in the erowd, so my
addition was looked on as a “big thing." We
were in aecave made by digging s hole about
seven feet square and one foot deep. A forked
post had been set at each end, on which was
laid aridge pole; on this there were laid sticks
for rafters, while the whole was covered with
pine leaves and sand four or five inches thiek,
which made a tolerably warm cave, but kept
out little or no wet. DBoth ends were open,
but, as the weather got colder, we closed one
up entirely, and made a chimney in the other,
leaving a hole beside it to crawl out and in.

A STYLISH ABODE.

When finished, we thought it quite stylish,
but we could not stand quite straight in
the center. Here we spent the most of the
winter, and frequently the nights were cold
enough to freeze ice a gnarter of an inch thick.
We were divided into hundreds and thousands
for roll-call or counting by the rebel sergeants
each morning, and we had to be eounted or we
got no rations that evening. Our rations con-
sisted of about three or four ounces of fresh
beef, about a coffee-cupinl of corn-meal, ground
cob and all and unbolted, with a couple of
spoonfuls of cowbeans or peas, mostly beans,

reconnoifer the ground and find out the posi-
tion of the camp. They could approach .to
within three hundred yards without being
seen, there being no picket or vidette on that |
side. No report had reached there of the |
Yanks coming that way. Wood volunteered to
o and see what he conld discover, Hemetasol- |
dier coming up from the ereck, who hailed him
and wanted to know if he had come to relieve
hirmr. * Yes; the company will be up in a few
minutes,” he replied. “It's about time you
come to relieve us; we've been here now four
days, and are just ont of rations,”” he rejoined.
Wood told him they would soon be relieved,
and-having obtained all necessary information
reported the same to Colonel Grierson.

EURPRISING A REBEL CAMP.

The camp was sitnated along the east bank
of the stream, shaded by timber, and could be

and a small teaspoonful of salt every other
day—sometimes every third day. These dwin-
dled gradually down before Christmas to meal,
peas, and sour sorghmm molasses, and in Janun-
ary to meal and peas alone, the quantity of
cach rather diminishing also. There were

| ninety-five days I have recorded in which no

meat of any kind was issued, and often for days
no salt. Is it any wonder that we were sorely
afflicted with seurvy, dysentery, fevers, chills,
rhenmatism, agus, and moonblindness? We
we were told to eat a piece of raw beef liver to
eure moonblindness, but where was the liver
to come from ?

The officer who was generally in charge of
the prison was s redheaded lieutenant, named
Barrett, and if Wirz deserved hanging, Barrett
shouid have been hung, drawn and quartered.
I have often wondered why he was not hang

approached only by chargiug down the road,
which was fenced on either side. The com- ’
mand moved forward slowly until within three
hundred yards of the camp, when the follow- |
ing companies were ordered to proceed: Com-
pany A to flank through the field on the left,
while companies D, Eand I kept the road—
the former commanded by Lientenant Brad-
shaw, the latter by Captain Ashmead. They
charged most gallantly upon the unsuspecting
foe, and so complete was the surprise that the
rebels, forgetting everything, tried to seek
safety in flight. But very few of them es-
caped, however, and not mere than a dozen
shots were fired. The confusion in the camp
was indeseribable. . Shotguns, saddles, camp
keottles, rifles, old blankets, coats and hats were
scaticred in all directions, while men and loose
horses were stampeding from all quarters, It
did not take long for our men to flank the
woods and pick up the stragelers. A member
of company I found sixteen rebels hid in a hole
that the water had washed out by the bank of
the stream. They all surrendered to him.
While the Seventh was thus engaged zather-
ing up their booty, the Sixth was ordered on
the advance, so as to save time. It wasnow
about 9 o'clock a. m. Forty-two prisoners be-
longing to Stewart’s cavalry were captured
here, together with all their horses and equip-
ments, without any loss or damacge,

The Seventh now pushed on after the Sixth,
overfuking them in about two hours, when the
whele command stopped to rest and feed,—the
first time for man and horse for thirty hours,—
having traveled eighty miles, night and day,
with scarcely a halt. Nearly the whole com-
mand were asleep on their horses while march-
ing the greater portion of the last night. The
command was now within six miles of Baton
Rouge. The raid had been a grand snceess.
A kind Providence had smiled apon our efforts
all throngh our perilous journey, and fivally
crowned it with triumph. Over eight hundred
miles had been traveled in sixteen days,

the State of Mississipi; ever a million dollars’
worth of Confederate property bad been de-
stroved, and railroad communications in vari-

venting supplies from reaching Vicksbhurg and
Port Hudson, and drawing out a foree from
Jackson at atime when Gen. Grant was making
a rapid flank movewent on that place, while on
the last morning two camps had been surprised
and four hundred prisoners had been brought
in, not inclading the six hundred that were
paroled and left on the route, besides eight
hundred horses and mules, and about five hun-
dred nozroes, who followed us, a large number
of cattle, and a considerable train of vehicles
of various descriptions. But the crowning
glory of the expedition was the fact that dur-
ing the entire march,—and more especially the
lust forty hours,—although men and horses
were hungry and jaded, not a murmur was
heard from the lips of either officers or men.
Cur loss did not exceed twenty men.

While feeding and resting, a company of the
First Louvisiana cavalry—Union force—came
out from Baton Rounge, the report having
reached there that a large force was crossing
Comit River. Picture their astonishment when
they heard whose command it was, and where
it had come from, It was some time before
they could be eouvineced of the fact. Our pris-
oners felt quite jubilant. The idea that a force
had come all the way from Tennessee purposiy
to eapture them! They thought it an honor
to be taken by Ilincis troops. Altogether
they were a jolly set of fellows, Their captain
at the tima their camp was taken had escaped
by climbing a tree, where he remained con-
cealed by the Spanish moss, which abounds in
that section of ecouutry—a beautiful sight,
banging in long clusters from every limb.

[ To be continued.]

it Keeps Good Time,
To the Editor NATIOSAL TRIDUNE:

The Waterbury watch enmeo safely to han<d on the
4th inst, I am well pleased with it, bul wish sou
had boxed up and sent a little * nigger ™ ns well to
wind it up for me. Itisall Iexpected, ninl | have
shown it to a great many of my friends, who al-
wireit very much, It keeps good tme so

HiLisGROVE, PA. H. D. Srowx.

) _Bmdf;l'_lo-n
palid and unattractive by functional

are made

when Wirz was. He certainly was the most
inhuman wreteh I ever saw. When Wirz shot
or punished prisoners he was angry or in a bad
huomor, to say the least, but Barrett would
stand and shoot defenceless prisoners, and
Inngh to see them fall or run like frightened
sheep to get out of his way. I have seem him
come to the gate and call for all who wanted
to go out for wood to fall in, telling them that
as many as wanted to could go out. The pris-
oners would rush to the gate and fill the street
for perhaps 200 feet from the gate. He wonld
then select perhaps a dozed and start them off,
and gqunickly drawing his revaolyver, would ecall
out, *Scatter, you Yanks, or I'm going feo
shoot!"” and fire into the erowd iustantly, at
the same time laughing and cheering to see
the rushing to get out of his range. This was
done more than onece, and one of the prisoners
was shot in the shoulder as he stood at my
side.
HANGING BY THE THUMBES.

Another favorite mode of punishment with
him was *“ hanging by the thumbs” This
was done by tying a stout cord or rope around
the thumbs of & prisoner in a loop or noose, so
that it would draw tighter, and suspending
the prisoner by this infernal device for from
one to three hours. Sometimes the hands were
tied thus behind, and the weight drew in such
a way that the victim first bung nearly head
downward, and then, as theshéulders gave way
and the nerves got weaker, assumed an apright
position. In ons or two cases the shoal-
ders were disloeated. One poor fellow died
while being taken down or very soon after. [
will only relate one other method of punishment
which I saw in nse, as some were too sicken-
ing almost for belicf. It was what was
known as the “thumb-screw punishment,” 1
nevar examined the screws closely, but one of
the victims described them to me and showed
me the resnlts. They were made like two small
vises, one side slightly hollow, to fit the face of
the thumb; the other side was a flat plate of iron
or steal, facing ik, The thumbs w.ore inserted
between these, and by turning a serew they
were bronght together. The flat plate first
caught on the upper end or root of the thamb-
nail, and, a5 the screw was turned, the vice-
like jaw closed in, crushing the nail. They
wiera tightened so as to bear the prisoner’s
weight, and he was then suspended in the gate
by this inhuman fiend until he either fainted or
his thumbs were pulled off. The one [ exam-
ined and dressed after beirig taken down had his
thumbs crushed to a pulp. He was punished
for rofusing to take the oath of allegiance to
the Confederacy and trying to eseape. He,
with others, had been taken outside; they did
not know for what. Barrett tried to force
them to take the oath and work on some forti-
ficutions near the prison. They refused to de
either, and one of them, getting a chance, made
bis esecape. Hoe was soon recaptursd and
brought back and got the " thuwmb-screw " for
his daring. I oncesaw Barrett get upon the flat
log on top of the gate, when s prisoner was
hanging by the thumbs, and run a pole or hand-
spike throngh under the rope and raise one ¢nd
until he had lifted his vietim six or eight inches,
Then, suddenly letting the pole drop, an the
second or third trial the man fell fainting to
the ground.

I would like fo hear from some other Flor-
ence ex-prisomer on this subject, and wonld
like to know whether any.of these wmen are
alive-yet. If they don't deserve pensions, it is
a strange thing fo me. They ought to gt a
geéneral's half pay, at least; they certainly can
tall what it is to “suffor for one's country.”
‘They could all have escaped these hardships by
simply taking the outh of allegiance to the
Southern Confederacy.

R. P. BrLack,

Co. E, 1034 P. V. V.
(Plymouth Pilgrim.)
FARxEr CiTy, Pa.

Mortality at Floronce and Salisbury.

To the Editor NaT!ONAL TRIBUNE:

fiaving recontly noticed statements to the
effect that the sutforings of inmates of North
and South Carolina prisons were as great as
aur own at Andersouville, I wish to give the
reaelirs of Tas TRIBUNE & bit of histery that
/I think will be of interest to all its readers,

PThie men wha, on being eaptured, were sent to
irregalaritics, which Dr. Pierce's * Favorite |

wdersonville were kept there for months until
h stared them in the fico; then they were

Prescription ™ wﬂlni’n cure, Tlhousands

of testimonials,

told that they were to be exchanged,

Someihing About Barreil’s Cruellies to |

my last, describing our trip to Florenes prison, |

few more of our experiences in that place, and |
I think I will succeed in proving that there |

| and would be placed on cars and sen® to Flors
ence and Salisbury. Upon thelr ayrival ag
those places, finding that they had becn de-
ceived, they gave way to despair, many dying
before they entared the storkades, while sthers
lived but s short time. Their health having
been destroyed at Andersonvills, they were
sent to these other places to die. That this was
the case with thousands of our brave men no one
ean truthfnlly deny. I wasan eye-witness and
one of the worst sufferers there, being merely
“a boy, who had paid my father $505 for my
freedom in order that I might enlist. T wae
shot through the hewd, from ear to ear, and
| was sent to prison to saffer, without cven s
| bandage for my head. Where ace the boys of
the Tweatieth Pennsvlvania eavalry? Whers
{ 13 Sergeant Forbes, of that regiment, who was
a prisoner with me? Davip . Ssrrm,
Erriorrseore, PA. Co. D, 206h P. V. Q

INDIANA EX-PRISONERS.

Proceedings at the Annmal Reunion in [ndiane
anolis Last Week,

During the military Encampment at Indisas
apolis on the 15th inst. a Reunion of ex-pris-
ones of war was held at the Exposition build-
ing, the roll-call showing 250 in attendance,
thongh there were probably n bundred morve
upon the ground. On meotion of Genernl A. D,
Streight, a eommittes of two members from
each congressional district was chosen to sciecs
officers for the ensuing year. The committes
was as follows: First distriet, B. G. Wilkes and
James Bacon; second, J. W. Acorn, O. T.
Wright; third, Wm, Cartwright, ). L. Wrights
| fourth, R. C. Moore, Joseph Putterson: fiith,
| Comrades Hadley and Mersler; sixth, Thomas
H. Butler, Ivan N, Walker; seventh, J. G. Buin,
John Hardwiek; eighth, I. J, Mitchell, €. W,
Moss: ninth, Comrades Hickman and Jones;
| tenth, Ira Cress, D. O, Rader: Eleventh, Come-
i rade Rubenstein; twelfth, ; thirteenth,
J. D. Phelps. John Shafer.

The commitiee, after eonsnltation, reported
the following as officers for the ensaing year:

President—John V. Hadley, Danville, Ind.

Vice-president—I. D. Phelps, Laporte.

Secretary amd Treasurer—Ivan N. Walker,
Indianapolis.

Executive Committee—A. D. Streight, C. W.
Moss, John M. Godown, Thos. H. Butler,

Representatives te National Associntion—AL
D. Streight, Thos. H. Butler, A. 8. MeCormuck,
1. N. Walker, C. W. Moss.

The executive committee was empowered to
select time and place of holding the next mees-

inz. The following, which bas been embedied
i into a bill for pensioning prisoners of wur con-
| fined in Southern prisons during the late wanr,
whieh was before Congress at the last session,
was unanimousiy approved and its passage
urged, with the amendment that members of
Congress insert the words “ May 1, 1561 in-
stead of *“May 1, 1863.” and by striking ouf
the words “ the cartel was suspended,” after
which the meeting adjonmed :

Be it enaeted by the Senate and Honse of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of Amerien in Con-
gress assembled, That the Secretary of the [nterior
be, and is hereby, authorized and directed to place
on the pension roil the names of such officers, sol-
diers, and marines who, while in the serviee of the
United States, and while in the line of their duty,
were taken prisoners of war and as such contined
in so-ealled Confedernte prisons between the Ist of
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and the
Ist of DMay, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, a8
follows :

All who were prisoners of war two montha and
less than six months, one-half pension ; those who
were prisoners of war six months, and less than
twelve months a three-fourths pension, and all
such as were prisoners of war twelve months and
more than twelve months, a total pension, And,
furthermore, such surviving prisoners of war shail
receive 32 a day for each every day's confine-
ment in said Confederate militery prisons. Pro~
vided, that sueh pensionsshall in each ease begin
from the dale of pacssage of this act, and shail
be paid st the same time and in the same manner
a3 other pensions are now paid. And provided,
further, that this act sball not entille any person to
dmw more than one pension, bul that such sur-
vivors of the so-called Confedernte military prisons
as are entitled and are reeeiving & pension at the
time of the passage of this act shall be entitied to
the increase of their pensions which Lhis act may
grant them,

The Grand Army and the Polyzamy Question.
To the Editor NaTioNAL TRInUNE:

I have read with deep interest ex-Come
mander-in-Chief Paul Van Dervoort's remarks
in his address at Denver on the Mormon ques-
tion, also your commeuts on the same in TR
TrRiBUSE of the 9th inst., and, believing thas
the Grand Army of the Republic has yet an-
other duty before it in making an cffort to-
wards parging the Nation it has saerificed so
much to preserve of the foul blot upon her
fair name, by which she is so grossly dishonored
and defiled, I want to offer the following sng-
gestions, viz.: That a resalution, or set of reao-
lntions, be framed, urging upon Congress
prompt and decisive action on this question,
and that said resolations be submiited to every
Department, and through every Departmens$
to every Post of the Grand Army in the United
States for indorsement. Thesiznaturesof other
citizens might alse be takem by a commitiea
from each FPost, but let the work be doue by
the G. A. R, and let us make it nol only am
appeal, but a demand, so strong that Congress
cannot disregard it. Have suitable resolutiona
drafted by somebndy and submitted (o cach
Department, and let us start the ball reiling
and deluge the next session of Congress wi
such & demand as will compel immediute and
decisive action.

I do not anderstand all the legal phases of
this gnestion, and cousequently bave nothing
to sugzest as to a plan of action. That is the

*| basiness of statesmen, but let us see te it that

their business in this regard is prompily and
thoroughly attended to. If we have oo law
that is equal to the task of suppressing and ax-
terminating from our midst sach abominations,
it is high time that one was provided.

If the Grand Army can, in any way, be in-
strumental in blotting out this foal putresencs,
the deed will be litiie, if any, less in import-
ance a8 & national and moral blessing than the
desirnetion of slavery, and its measure of gloery
wiil be fuil to the brim.

L+t us take this matter in hand and push i
to a Jettuite issua, The resolutions of politieal
conventions, the recommendations in Presi-
dents’ messages, the discussions in Congresi,in,
the pulpit, and on the stamp, bave all thes
failed to accomplish snvthing decisive. I have
faith that a nuited and persistent ctfort of the
Grand Army will compel action. Let us fry
by petition, and if that fuils, let ns try some-
thing else. Something must be done by some-
bedy, and who has & better right to demand i
than the men to whom this Nation owes its
existence? We have the right to demand, sod
we havearight to he heard. This Nation owes
to the soldiers of the iate war, living and dead,
the duty of purging from all vileness the Gow-
ernment preserved by their valor and sacrifices
Let us insist upon its discharging that daty,

Yours, in F., C,,and L.,
H. B. BoyxTOxN,
Bailey Posg, 164, Dept. of Ohig
-

A Rebel Soldlar’s Opinion of Army Life.

The following letter from a rebel soldier to
his wife, which was captnred during the
Atlanta eampaign, and incorporated in the
history of the Seventy-second regiment, Ine
diaua volunteers, by B. F. Magee, gives a
pretty good insight into the state of [eeling
then oxisting in the Counfederale ranks:

Ix THE TEENCHES BIVORE ATLANTA,
August 3, 1564

My Dsar Wire: Your war-worn hushand tekes
his pen in bhand, In & strange luod, on a foreign
stmnd. My ink is pale, I have noale. My paper
is poor; 3o is my grub. Our quarters in cump are

le, but quarters in my pocket are not. Lash
night [ had & wagon bolster for a ™ piller,” whila I
waa covered with a sheet of water. I long for more
biscnits and less builets,. How 1 wish you were
here. The farther I get from you the better [ likca
yon. So that you may know how we work in spite
of the et Yanks, [ send you s diary of daily
Inbor, 5 o'clock, ealled up by a roll of the dram,
froms & rell in the mud; no rolls of bread. 607,
shouider spades. Throw up the earth, aiso my
yesterday's mtions.  7:30, another roll of the drum,
and weroll logs. Filing off into line, as well as de-
filing my breeches with the sacred soil of Georging
drawing ramrods but no pay : no she ling out by
the government, but a cussed sight by the Yanks,
9 n. m. more drilling, but not of the coltom kind,
wherewith to increase my present supply of one
shirt. 10:00, more spadular researches into the go-
ologieal formation of the emrth. 1100, corps takes
a chow of whacoo. 1200, see si of dinner Sl:z
pers throwing up works on o E:'s jowl o
the attack of the eaptain’s cook. My ayes are so

4 far sunk into my head shat [ can look down

windpipe into my restaurant departmeat. I
muske o first-class telescope, | have three glasses—

Youthful Induigence.

in Perpicious Practices in Solitude,
s mesi startling canse of Nervous and
Dot ained Memecy: Tupusonn

wer, Im 3 A
other attendants of wrecked manbhood. Sufe
forers should address, with three letter postage
stamps, for large illnstrated treatise,

:t:nﬁiliug meana of mm




