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that the great war had come from that. There
wus one shandoned bouse which presented a
respoctable appearance ; it had two fair-sized
rooms, We had the rooms swept and fires

lighved in the chimneys, and then beadquar- | : ’
the Eleventh Corps, determined to make an

ters moved in to enjoy & reasonably comforta-
ble might. Before taking positions for the
ordinary guards and outpests we encountered
and
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My two 47

J RSl whidl was

It was at least g

URGIM EXTS,
visiGns took the Jewd.
wy mfantry skirwishers J sent out s few cav-
slrymen. 1 had bot few
st thut time. The policy of organizingas msnay
periments a8 possibie frowm ench State which
Lhad stlempled secession, when we came nesr
them, prevaded, purticularly in the West: so
we had ju the srmy our Ist Ala. Cav. aud cur
st Tesn. These regituents allorded an asylum
o *loyal refugecs.™ In Tenucssee the peopie at
uotne who were full of syprapathy for the rebel-
ion were culled *“Southern men” while in

retalial:un e olbers were u-m.alr_r depomi- |

uated “ rencegades’
DAGES,

or designated by worse

From them 1 obtained two companies, one | .y warch; glad for them, who had for some

from ench, sud B was these who cleared, as
well a5 80 few men couid, my frout aud right
fank; the near riversuthci ntly coversd my left,
Gen. J.W. Geary wus in eturge of thedivision of
the Twelfth Corps which was to follow mine.

Gen. Blovum bad for some ressou svught and |

obluined & cnsmwund further West ; therefore,
before this he had left Hooker's command
The remainder of the Twellth Corps, besides
Geary's division, in esajunction with some
other troops, wes to tuke cure of our long line
of commuuicutions.

oo opposition. We were eurly st Whiteside's,

baving mede about 15 or 16 miles. One can |

hardly imagive

A ROUGHER OOUNTRY,

The rugged hills of Greece, throogh whish |
&I Just pow passing, remind me of the views
which my memory proserves of that hilly part
of Tenuesses, There were the stoepest moan-
talus, sbrupt and rocky hights and parrow.
cauyon-like defiles. We fonnd mives of coal
st the summite of bigh peaks. They were
worked with queer tramways and ears so ar-

ranged by ropes snd mechinery as to let down |
The railway bridge |

the voal hundreds of feet,
had been supported by wooden frumes, built
like high scaflolding, story on story. This
bridge was nearly destroyed. We fonnd st the
old Whiteside's Statiou one poor fawily consist-
ing of a large woman and several children. 1
Shen wrote in wy notes, referring to this fam-
fly and otbers in that mountain region: “ How
poor, how filthy, how iguorant all the people
are” The poverty and squsior were pitiable,
The sctual csuse of the wur was not even
known smong them. They wore mude a prey
%o any unbelievable tale which made #ts way
S0 the cosl mines. Oue said to me that he bad
beard that s battle bad been fought mmong
Congressmen in the Capitol at Washingior, and
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We mude thut first day s |
comforable march, —for it is not wise the first _

day out of camp 1o pross the men,—and met !

formation we bhad csught two cavalrymen,

OFF SOME OF THE ENEMY'S CAV- |

l

To add a litile to our store of in- |

whom we held as prisoners. The persistent |

| Colonel Asmussen was sclfered to probe them

the position end strepgth of the enemy was

The next morning, the 28th
snmand was ou hand in good
At daylight we pulled out of camp and
«d in the same order as the day before.
Ascendiug
came upon the Confederate cavalry pickets,
In the excite-

f1me,
marchs
toward the Raccoon Divide we soon

who fled before our advance.

| ment of a slight skirmish and quick movement

| of the leading troops the gscent was soon made—

side’s and the Lookout Valley. The troops be-
coming somewhat seattered, a halt was called
till my divisions were closed up, During this
halt the cncwy’s watching force
PLREP AN AMBUSH FOR U8,

They seized and oceapied a wooded spnr of
Lookout Monuntain, around the foot of which
cur roadway wound,

south of the

ARED

It was perhaps one mile
hie Depot.
our skirmish line began to feel its way along

3v their reluctant accounts |

J
|

An observer who stood on the summit among
Longstreet’s soldiers on the afternoon of our

| march, describes it graphically, and before

closing remarks: * Gen. Loungstreet, who from
the peak had Ttarefully watched the march of

attack for another purpose (not to attempt to
regain the valley), merely to capture, if possi-
ble, a large park of wagons and its escort,
numbering, as was supposed, from 1,500 to
2 000 men, who still remained in the rear.”
Longstreet had quickly apprehended the
situation and sent a strong force, as soon as it

was dark enough to conceal his movements, to |

descend fromn his stronghold, pass westward
along the Chattanooga wagon-road, cross Look-
out Creek at a favorable ford, seize and hold
firmly & line of low hills which bordered the
Creek, 50 as to secure a quick retreat in caso of
any miscarry or to hold back the Eleventh
Corps and Hazen, should we attempt a flank
march aloug that front to succor Geary. All
this was done. The low hills were manned
and to some extent barricaded, for there were
plenty of rocks and trees covering them. A
Confederate division, commanded by Gen.
Stephenson, was then dispatched to attack
Geary.
THE BATTLE OF WAUHATCHIE,
Some time after midnight, when our weary

| men were in their soundest sleep, undisturbed
| that is, to the highest gronnd between White- | by :
| brightly that night, and free from apprehen-

| stantly 1 sent

Suddenly, as |

over the rough gronnd amid the rocksand trees, |

we beard a fow rifle shots, and thenin & few | o000 were that night especially alert and

I was obliged to send |

ninutes a brisker fira,

forward an entire regiment before these per- |

sistent shooters conid be induced to stop their
firing and full back.
poor feliow killed and a few wounded. The
casualties were from Col. Bushbeck's brirade.

excitemment, like hunters in the chase, fol-

carry them. Bout as my main column shoertly
emerged from the thicket and were march-

|
: long in the valler, with the lofty range | :
S, e, - % ¢ | started, for the night was cold. I
{ dently distorbed, but mot impatient.

of Lookout on
we necded

ite right, there was, as if
it, a new source of inspiration.
From the erest of the bigh moontain Long-
street and his men were taking a good view of
us, Just above the perpendicular rocks which

discern the Confederate signal officer waving

We bad in this affair one | quietly holding.

by the friendly moon, which was shining

hensions,—for our march had been completed

e . |
and we had a good, strong pesition,—of a sud-

den the extreme stillness was broken by the
roar of cannon and the rattle of musketry,
Everybody who was fully awake said at once,
“Our men at Wanhatchie are attucked.”
to my division
(Gens, Schurz and Steinwebr) to put their
troups under arms. The words of command
had hardly left me when Hooker's anxious
message came: “ Hurry, or you cannot save
Geary. He has been attacked.”

The troops were quickly on foot. Gen.
he first under arms. The road ran along at
the base of the low hilis which I have deserib-
ed, and which the Coufederates were already
' Schurz was ordered to go on
to Geary’s relief, but he had hardly set out
over the rocks aud through the thickets, feel-

{ ingz his way to the west and north of the wagon
The Confederates then fled down the Lookout |

| Valley, and our advanced men, now full of |

road in the uneertain light, probably not very
clear in his own mind just how to get to that

| beavy and continuous firing, when a skirmish

{ erown the bighest puint of the range wo could |

and dipping his smail ensign of Stars and Bars |
ina most lively manner, and then we saw a |

foliowed iy a donble explosion. This al once

revealed to us the position of the hostile ecan- |

non,

THE CAXNONADING BEGAN

about the time we passed that intersecting road |
| which led porthward from our Brown's Ferry
| roed 1o a landing on the Tennessee, and con-

tioued while we were making aboul two miles
of onr march. My column at that time, with
the best elosing vp which conld be effected in

k- — — "L T s Yens - T " ~ -
that rocky country, wust have begn at least | ing fire was kept up by the Confederates, who

gix miles in extent. This included my usuoal
ammunition and baggage train. The Confed

lery practice.
ciently depress their cannon to touch our posi-
At first the scresming shells went far
beyond s

tion.

markable, Some missiles fell short, but a few
Gilne LeRr fnon
and to esuse them to hasten t

€r to

shelter, Leir

steps in o

guin a sufer distance,

CUIS ETvelong

kil 1

uiar gud noisy cannonnde one man
anothior wounded. 1 bope

this sketch will

Wis iled &nd
sowmwe comrade who HIUY 880
give me the name of the slain,
est. Who was
were spared !
A FTARTLING EIGHT.

ignorint the countrys, we were
stasrtied to see & considerable force crowning

Ll oner

He was taken; we

Being of

sowe round bills which suddenly rose up in our |

patbiway.
projected into the sky. our friends or our ene-
ries? were in demacd. We
couid see bright flags—red, white, and blne,
The Conlederates had in colors the same as we.
We conld cateh the bright gleam of gun-bar-
rels and bayonets. The signs were not ouongh
Lo determine the anxious guestion.” But while
preparing 1o approach with great eare, to be
ready for war or peuce. 45 the case sghould re-
golve itsell, we heard a welcome sonnd: it was
Jjust like ourown sturdy shont; it was Hazen's
wen, whe, exeited by the canponading, had
Jert their bndge-head sad bad come out to
meet s, As we n=ared them and counld catch
their sccents, we took in the suemorable words:
“Hurrah! hurrah! you bave opened ap our
bresd-line!™ 1t was & glad mecting: glad for
us, who felt that we had aecomplished the dif-

Field-glasses

time been growing thin on short supplies; for

| at times they were living only on parched
{ corn, and not encugh of that, It is always

hard fora soldier or suwlor in active service,

| who is put ou hall or quarter rations, and is

forcod 1o resist huuger by shortening his walst-
beit, to contioue this weakening operation too
long. The slow sturvation of s sicgo is prop-

| erly more dreaded by them than the exposures

in campaign aud battle.

After a few nmivuves of kindly -interchange
of greeting of those who came together, Ha-
zen's wen aud mine resumed their ranks. The
former returned to their positions, and iy
comwanrd, resting its right at the foot-liills of
Baccoon Kange and ju echelon with Huzen,
inced toward Lookout Mountain snd went 1nto
camp for the night. Geu. Hooker, who had
come on with Geary's division, joined me and

ESTABLIEHED HIS HEADQUARTERS
near at hand.

Geary, who bhad in charge & long train of
wagons, was instructed 1o stop back at Wan-
batchie, three miles at least from my camp.
As he had bot a little more than one division
of the Twelfth Corps, it was for him a hazard-
ous thing to do. Gen. Hooker deemed this

| necessury to the holding of the Lookout Val-

lew, and he further desired to cut off and cateh
& swall foree which Longstreet had been keep-
ing on the Tennessee. Those were the hos-
tiles who had been so enterprising and an-
uoying us to break up our roadway on the op-
posite shore. The Washaichie Cross-road was
the ouly practicabie pathway for their exit
from that place, usually ealied Brown's Land-

| ing. The Tennessce mnst be cleared from

Confederates, for Thomas's litgle steamer—The
Chattanooga—was at lust finisbed, Joaded with
bard bread, and glready slowly winding its
way up the river to supplemeut our venture-
some march,

Still, hmportant as Waghatchie undoubtedly
was, it was like throwing

A BAIT WITHOUT HOOE AND LINE

Lefore & huoungry fish, to have a large train of
wagons parked there, dofended by 50 sngll &
force, in plain view of Gen. Longstreet and his
obeerving army. For be could dsrt upon the
bait, swallow it, and make off to his tered
vook without much danger to himself,

| flush and s volume of smoke, which was soon |

: ; ! | fire began, coming upon his advance from those
jowed their trail as fast as their feet could |

low hills.

Just at that time I joined Gen. Hooker, who
was sitting with Butterfield, his chiel of staff,
on the side of a knoll, where a fire had been
He was evi-
He
thought my command was not pressing on fast
enough, but agreed with me that the first thing
to do must be to clear those low kills along the
Lookont Creck. Steinwehr was coming up
rapidly along the road. He designated Col,
Orland Swmith's brigade for the work for his
division. A little farther on Schurz sent Gen.
Tyndall’s brigade to carry the hills on his left.

As soon as these primary arrangements were
effected, I said to Gen. Hooker: “ With your
approval, I will take the two compunies of
cavalry and push through to Wanhatehie.”

The General answered: “All right, Howard ;

{ T shall be here to attend to this part of the

field.”
Then immediately, with my small squadron,

{ I set out, moving toward eur right till beyoud

range of the enemy’s shots, I picked my way
alopg the foot-hills of the Ruccoon Mountain.

I had been gone buta few minates when Col.
Orland Smith sueceeded in deploying his bri-
gade parallel with the road aud 1acing toward
the little hills from which a fitful ard annoy-

| were concenled along the crest, and donbtless

»
erate gunners, thereiore, had a lengihy artil- | gs they fancied by the noise that our men were
They found it difficalt to suffi- |

Owing 1o the echoes and reverber- |
ations caused by the steep and abandant moun- |
taius, the resconding of the artiliery was re- |

zh to make our men lonz for | i
! every point.

Under |

Where there |
always excites one's inter- |

DELIVEEED THEIE FIKE AT RANDOM,

trying to warch past them in the valley below.

Smith’s mwen then marched with fixed bayo-
netsacross theroad, upthe woody slope, through
the thickets and over the hindering rocks, still
receiving a fire, but not returning it till the
crest was reached.
were evidently surprised at this bold move-
went, and as soon as they saw in the moonlight
the shimmer of the bayonets they gave way at

In a similar way, and at about thesams time,
Tyndall's brigade cleared the hights in his
front. What was known as Ellis’s house, beyond
the low hills, fell between Smith's and Tyndall's

brigades. The road being now clearCol, Hecker, |

of the 82d IIL, (the same who was wounded at
Chancellorsville, and was now commanding a
brigade,) made his way as rapidly as possible
toward Gen. Geary.

While this brisk work wa«s goingonand I was
pushing for Wanhateliie as fast as possille, the

| firing on Geary’s front suddenly ceased, As |

Were tho=e wmen looming up and |
| was the prompt reply.

emerged into an open space I could see num-
bers of men moving about. 1 called to the
nearest equad: ** Who goes there?”

“WE ARE STEPHENSON'S MEN,"”
I knew that we had no

| euch commander there, 50 1 said : “ Have you

whipped the Yankees?” The same voice re-

| plied, insubstauce, that they had tried ; had got
| upon the Yankees' flank, but jost then their

| Lthelrr way,

men in frout had given back, so they had lost
Meaunwhile, we had drawn near

| enough to reveal ourselves and take them

prisoners. In a few minutes more I found
ten. Geo, 8. Green, who commanded Geary's
left brigude. He was frightfully wounded
through the face. I knew him and his excel-
lent work at Gettysburg ; bis wound now, bad
&8 it lvoked, did not prove fatal. Aftera word I
passed on under the guiding of his ofticers to find
Geary. It was always a pleasure to me to meet
Geary. He was a vigorous, strong, hearty man,
who took & pride in the doings of his men.
To-night, as I grasped his hand, he gaid that he
was glad to sco me; that he had handsomely
repulsed theencmy ; that both hisartillery and
infantry had done well,
Everybody will re-call the story of
THE MULE BRIGADE.

There it wasthat the mules, tied to the parked
wagons, became restive ander fire. Many of
them, 88 soon as the cannon began to roar,
broke away and rushed straight through the
enemy's ranks, doubtless in the dim light pass-
ing with them for cavalry.

Gen. Geary trembled with emotion as he
spoke to me of his Josses and of thedeath of his
son, Licut. E. R. Geary, Battery F, Pennsyl-
vania Light Artillery. He had in all some 300
killed and wounded in that action. Shortly
the complete junction was effected by Col.
Hecker, and I hastened back to Gen. Hooker
to make wy report.

Gen. Butterfield gayve me there my first ac-
count of Orland Smith’s brilliant charge and
Tyundall’s success. Our loss in the Eleventh
Corps was put, before the accurate count could
be obtained, at 15 to 20 killed and 125
wonnded, Col. Underwood, of the 38d Mass.,
was supposed to be mortally wounded, I soon
had a° conversation with Eim during his ex-
trema weakness and prostration, and wrote to
s friend these words about him: “He has a
clear and decided Christian faith; he is a
healthy and temperate man, and may get well,”
He was promoted for this action at Wauhatchie,
and did recover, thongh with a shortened limb,
and has lived many years to be useful to his
city (Boston), and to be a comfort and help to
his family,

I will close this account with Gen, Geo. H,
Thomas’s letter of thauks, dated the following
day, (Oct, 30, 1864,) which we of the Eleventh
Corps reccived with special joy. It was ad-
dressed to Gen. Hooker,

GENERAL: I most heartily congratulate you, and
the troops under {our command, at the brilliant
suceess you gained over your old advers [Long-
sireet] on the nlﬁhl. of the 28th ult, The bayonet

chiarge of Howard's troops, mude up the side of a
steep and diflicult hill, over 200 feet high, gom-
gl g o e R DR
its top, an u 8 o
gml.lp superior !::E:beu. -’m nuem’ptcd to sur-
m m, will rank among the most distinguished
of arms of this war. Gro, H. THoMAS,
Maj.-Gen, Commanding,
[T be continued )
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It was on Nov, 17 that Gen. Sumner's Grand
Divisiou reached the hills opposite Fredericks-
burg. The pontoons arrived on the 27th.

[ Twelve more days pass—the army reposing on |
the Falmouth and Stafferd Hills, over which |

Gen. Washington rede in his boyhood.

The whole of Gen. Lee's army was encamped
on the hills behind Frederieksburg., Standing
on the hill overlooking the town Icounld see
white tents in the distance. At night there was
the glow of innumerable camp-fires. Morning,

| the drum and the rombling of wagons.

The Confederate soldiers |

noon and night I could hear the bugle eall of
the cavalry and artillery, and the rat-a-plan of
There
were but few people in the town—nearly all had
left. The Confederate pickets patrol the south-
ern bank of the stream ; the Union, the north-
ern.

“ When are you going to Richmond ?” asked
the Confederate.

“We'll let you know by and by,” was the
answer,

THE PROBLEM.

What should Gen, Barnside do? His first

plan had failed, partly through his forbidding

have doue so, partly through the failure of
Gen. Halleck to have the pontoons thers upon

| the arrival of the troops. On the Upper Rap-

“pahannock he bad been confronted by only
two-thirds of Lee’s army; now the whole Con-
federate forec was om the hills before him.
Every day the intrenchments were becoming
stronger. The Confederate batteries were all
in position. On the Upper Rappahannock no
pontoons were needed ; but now pontoons must
be laid under a heavy fire. The army had
marched directly away from the Confederate
army to open a new base'of supplies, and then
take up its march towards Riehmond. The rail-
road was open, but the Confederate army, be-
hind upassailable intred-hisents, blocked the
way. The whole plan had failed,
should be done? Burnsde thought of making
a seccond move down the river towards Belle
Plain, lay the pontoons there and cross; but
somehow Gen. Lee knew all about it and sent
D. H. Hill's division te oeccupy the ground op-
posite the place selected for crossing.

Winter had come; the river was rising.
That plan would not do. The army must not,
however, go into Winter guarters. Thenorth-
ern people wanted to Lear that Richmond had
been captured.

On the 10th of December Gen. Burnside
called his officers together and laid his plan
before them. It was fo plant all the heavy ar-
tillery along the hills (gearly 150 guns), lay
pontoons in five places, and ecross the army at
night., Franklin's Grand Division was to at-
tack on the left ; Sumner's, on the right.

LAYING THE PONTOONS,

Boon after dark on the night of the 10th the
Enginecr Brigade, with the pontoons on wheels,
came down from the Stafford Hills.
sufficient for the construction of two bridges
halted near the railroad ; enough for two more
went & third of a mile down the stream, oppo-
site the lower end of the town, while the re-
mainder went a mile and a half farther down,
almost to Mr. Bernard’s house. Snmuner and
Hooker were to use those opposite the town,
and Franklin those opposite Bernard’s, A
brigade of troops was erdered to protect the
engineers in their work. The gunners stood
beside their guns ready to open fire if the Con-
federates opposed them. The engineers took
the boats from the wagons, pushed them out
over the thin ice, anchored them in the stream,
and commenced laying the timbers and planks.
A dense fog hung over the river, which con-
cealed their operations, and before daybreak
the bridges were half completed. The 17th
and 18th Miss., of Barksdale’s brigade, and the
8th Florida, of Perry’s brigade, were on picket
along the river, while the 13th and 21st Miss,
and 3d Ga. wers in reserve in the town,

Lee was wary. He expected an advanece of
the Union army. His scouts were alert. All
the commanders were ordered to be vigilant.
So, keeping a sharp lookout, the sentinels
‘walked the bank through the long night, peer-
ing into the darkness, and listening to cateh
the meaning of the confused hum which floated
to them across the stream,

MORNING,

At 5 o'clock on the moruing of the 11th of
December two signal guns were fired on the
hights of Fredericksburg. Deep and heavy
their roar rolling along the valley, echoing from
hill to hill, and rousing the sleepers of both
armies. We who listened upon the Falmouth
Hills knew that the crossing was not a surprise,
but that the Confederates were ready for bat-
tle. As the day dawned there came a rattling
of musketry along the river. Barksdale's
pickets opened fire. The guuners at the bat-
teries were quick to respond, and sent grape
and canister across the stream, The pickets
opposite the lower pontoons soon retired, and
the engineers completed their work. Bt in
the town the Mississippians took shelter in the
buildings and poured a deadly fire upon the
bridge-builders. Almost every man who at-
tempted to carry out a plank fell. For awhile
the attempt was relinguished.

“The bridgo must be completed,” said Gen.
Burnside.

Once more the engineers attempted it, The
fog still hung over the river. Those who stood
on the northern bank eould only see the
flashes gu the other shore. The artillerymen
were obliged to fire at random, but so energetic
their fire the engineers were able to carry the
bridge within 0 or 90 feet of the shore, and
then 8o deadly in turn was the fire of the Con-
federates that it was munler to send men out
with a plank.

Gen. Damsile stoo? an the piazza of the
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Gen, Sumner to cress the river when he counld |

What |

Boats |
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1
t*hilips honse, & mile from the ponteons,
suuner and Gen, Hooker were there,
and orders.

“My bridge is completed, and [ am ready to
cross,” was Franklin's messase at $9:30.

“You must weit till the upper bridge is
completed,” was the reply.

Two hours passed.
were made to conplete the upper bridge with-
eut Suceess.

fces, scized planks and boards, and ran out
upon the bridge, but only to fall betore the
sharpshooters concenled
hoases not 10 rods distant. Capt. Brainard, of
the 50th N. Y., with 11 men, volunteered to
finish the nearly comploted work., They went
out gpon the run. Five fell at one volley and
the rest returned.
reziment, led another party.
ghastly wonnd in the neck.

Half of his men
were killed or wounded,
of life with nothing suined,

The forenoon away, It was past 1
o'clock. The army was waiting. Gen. Barn-
side sent for Gen. Woodbary, commanding the
sugineers, and for Gen. Hunt, commanding the
artillery, and talked over the sitnation.

“ 1t is impossible to complete the bridge, It
| 18 murder to send men out to be shot down by

wore

the Confederates concealed in the cellars of
the houses and firing from the windows,” said
Gen. Woodbury.

BOMBARDING THE TOWN.

shelter.

batants in the houses.
then from 147 canunon shot apd shell
rained upon the town.
were fired.

Nearly 9,900 rounds

of smoke,
rific cannonade—60 shells
hrough the air. No hot shot were nsed, but
a great dark column of smoke rose heaven-
ward.

Although the bombardment was so terrible

sippians were still in the cellars, ready to fire
upon the bridge-tiniiders, The first man who
went out with a plank fell headlong into the
water. One thing was plain—the Mississip-

before the work conld go on.
A BREAVE ACT.

A foree must besent over in the boats, charge
up the bank, and drive the Confederates from
the houses. It wonld be a hazardous under-
taking—men would be killed,

“Who will go?” Col. N. A. Tall, who was
a Lientenant in Fort Sumter when Beauregard
opened fire upon it, but now commanding a
brizade, asks the question. He is Colongl of

gade. The other regiments are the 19th and
20th Mass. and 424 N. Y. They bave fought
at Fair Oaks, Savage's Siation, Glendale, Mal-
vern and Autietam.

up.
*“We will zo!” they shout,

had floated away ; the air was clear. The Mis-
sissippians were sending their bullets across
the stream, but at a signal the men of the Tth
Mich. go down the northern back upon the
run, lift the boats from the wagons, push them
into the water and leap in.
the water; the men are a fair mark for the
enemy. One by one they drop, but on they go,

The heavily-laden boats gronnd in shoal water
before reaching the shore. The soldiers, with

forin under the shelter of the bank,
The boats recross the river, take on board the
19th and 20th Mass., who join the 7th Mich.

| very few persons were injured, and the Missis- i

the 7th Mich., one of the regiments of his bri- |

Gen, |
Auds |
aud couriers eamz and went with messages |
| but with

A half dozen attempts |

Brave men, not belonging to the |
engineers, came down to the baunk, surveyed |
the scene, and then, volanteering their serv- |

in the cellars of the |

Cant. Perkins, of the same |
Ha fell with a |

hese were sacrifices |

} L‘.:‘a.'!*i!;'. BN, WOrkiny oar

| teer, and joinyd the re

The Confederates were using the houses for | Where
By the code of war it would be rula- |
| ble for Burnside to bombard the town, although

there were women and children and non-com- |
He gave the order, and |
were

VOL. |

down Ninecty-seven officers and men wers

k:lied or woundasd 1a the distance of 150 feat-
Though so wany tell, the colamn did not i,
lond checrs rushed oo, driving the

Confederates Itow the houses,

-
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strect, gained the tlauk of the Confed i
captared wearly 100 prisoners. Col. Moorhead
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but somehow
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by honse corners. wat the
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ground, taking Jei;

One of the men kiiled
Fuller, Chaplain of
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front of Hall the Was SOV
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Iith Masa., He

ain throagh the Peninsniur

had
been a faithful Chap!
tha hospital day
He

Wily discharged the day before

and night, till his health had
bad bren honor
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waited

ziven way.

aOWIi

there was o be a

=0 inten<e his patri

1 battle had
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t Conl
not ileave. He took & musket eCnrpe a yolnn-

w

1€ regiment a5 a soldier.
somrething for country. |
he =aid to Capt. Dun.
Now is a good time for you, if you wish to |
fight. Fall ip on the said the Captain.
The bullets fiying thick and fiast, but
he was cool and deliberate. He exposed him-

the middle of the !

“I must do mv
shall I go?”
“ =
i
baf

Rk
ik,

W “.' r!:

self needlessly, standing in

| street loading, firing, loading again, when = |

The air became thick with the murky clonds |
The earth shook bensath the ter- !
& minute flew i

expiosives set fire to a block of buildings and I

bullet struck him, and he fell dead. The Mis-
sissippians charged. and Capt. Dun was ohliged |
toc fall back, leaving his boly whers he fell.
ered everything val-
uable apon bis persou had been taken.
Gradually the fashes ceased, and the quick,

When at last it was recov

| sharp rattle of musketry became lika the lass |

i

I
l

piaus must be driven from their hiding places |
| men in boats,

pattering drops of a Sammer shower.

Barksdale withdrew his troopa to the ous-
skirts of the town. They bad made a deter-
mined resistance, killing and disabling a large
uomber of Union men.

At the next pontogn below they had pre-
vented its construction. Buruside ordered Col.
Hawkins, commanding a brigade, to send over |
Four boats were launched, and |

| 100 men of the 83th N. Y. erossed, captured 60

The blood of Col. Hall's |
own soldiers, the veterans of the 7th Mich., is |

The fog and the smoke of the cennonade !

| with sugar and molusses,

The paddies dip |

faster and faster, towards the southern shore, |

a common impulse, leap into the water and |

prisoners, and Leld the ground till re-enforeed.

The pontoon was completed, and Hawkins's 1

entire brigade erossed and drove the Confeder- |

ates from the lower zection of the town.
TOBACCO.

In one of the warehonses wasa quantity of
tobacco. When ti e Confederates saw that the
fown was likely to be ciptured they threw it
into the streets, but the soldiers quickly gath- |
ered it up. Bourd every camp-fire they smoked |
their pipes and reheased the avents of the day.

There were stringent orders againss plunder- |
ing, but as the Confederates had used the houses
for fortifieations, from which they had fired
upen the advancinz

Tt columns, and as Bornside
bad bombarded th

town, the soldiers reasonad
that the command was inoperative, and they
appropriated to their own use whatever pleased |
their fancy.

They seized articles of food—bacon and eggs,
made hot cakes in the kitchens, eating them |
They carried mas- |
tressesand beds into the streets, spreading them
upon the sidewalks for a luxarions night's re- |
pose. They dressed themselves in old-fash-
ioned, antiqoated clothes, and danced and sa
playing upen the pianes. I saw one soldier
throew away his cap and put on a tall has; tak. |
ing his place in the ranks, his comrades made |

ng,

-
|

| fun of him for being 50 nice a gentleman. |

They charge up the bank, rosh upon the |

houses, batter down the doors, quickly driving
outor taking prisonersthe Confederates within,

They leaped into the rocking shallop,
Ten oflered where one could go;

And the breeze was alive with laughter
Till the boatmen began to row.

Then the shore where the rebels harbored
‘Was fringed with a gush of flame,

And buzzing like bees o'er the waler
The swarm of their bullets came,

Bul yet the boats moved onward,—
Through fire and lead they drove,
With the dark, still mass within them,

Aund the tloating stars above,

Cheer after cheer we sent them,
As only armiies can,—

Cheers for old Massachusetts,
Cheers for young Michignn.,

They formed in line of battle,
Not a man was out of place;

Then with leveled steel they hurled them
Straight i the rebels’ face,

FIGHT IN THE TOWN.

History furnishes but few records of more
daring exploits than this of the 7th Mich, In
15 minutes they cleared the houses in front of
them and took more prisoners than their party
numbered |

It was 4:30 in the afternoon—one of the
shortest days of the year. The sun had disap-
peared in a dull gray bank of clouds. Dark-
ness was coming on. Quickl.v, now, the bridge
builders finished their work, and the other
regiments of Hall’s brigade crossed, filed right
and left, followed by Owens's brigade.

The Confederate batteries through the after-
noon had been silent, but now from Taylor's
Hill, northwest of the town, came a storm of
solid shot and shell aimed at the bridge. The
band of the 126th Pa., standing on the north
bank, began to play to cheer the men while
crossing, but there was a quick stop to the
music not put down in the score when a shell
burst close by them. They dropped on their
faces, and then fled to a safer place.

Gen. Howard, commanding the division,
formed his men on the southern shore—Hall’s
brigade on the right, Owens's on the left, and
Sulley’s held in reserve by the river, The
fighting was to take place in the streets, which
cross at right angles. The Confederates conld
choose their positions. They knew every hid-
ing place—the point where they could open
fire and not be seen.

I stood on the river bank and beheld through
the gloaming the deployment of the troops.
Hall's brigade was first in the fight, the Massa-
chusetts 20th advancing up a street, receiving a
fearful volley from the Mississipians, losing
in a few moments 19 killed and 81 wounded.
I could see single flashes from doors and win-
dows where the Confederate sharpshooters had
secreted themselves, and then sheets of flame
from the dark mass of men in blue in the
streets. Capt. Muacy, commanding the 20th
Mass., was directed to clear the street leading
straight up from the river. The regiment ad-
vanced, but the head of the column melted

quick!y away. Tlatoon afler plalcon went

Those who laid themselves down to sleep
upon the matiresses and pieces of earpeting
were compelled to give them up to the Sargeon
for the useof the wonnded. Thers was no in-
discriminate plundering. Only the houses |
nearest the river were entered. As the army
bad scrupulously regarded the order agaiost
plundering up to this hour, it is probable that
the bouses would not have been ransacked had
they not been nsed Ly the Mississippi sharpshoot-
ers. From that hour on to the close of the war |
the soldiers puid little heed to orders againkt
appropriating private property.

A BRAVE BOY.

When the soldiers of the 7th Michigan leaped
into the boats a drummer boy joiued them,
Robert Henry Henderson, 13 vears old.

“Get out; you can't go,” said an ofiicer.

“1 want to go.”

*“No; you will get shot. Out with youn.”

Robert jumped intothe water, and helped push
the boat into the stream, but instead of letting
go, heid on, clung to the stern, and was taken
across. His clothes were wet, but that did not
matter. He was on the southern shore. A
shell came screaming through the air, bursting
over his head, a piece tezring through his drum.
He threw it aside, picked op a gun, rushed up
the hill, came upon a Mississippian slightly
wounded, who was rushing from a house.

“Sarrender!” Robert shouted. The Missis-
gippian gave up his gun and Robert marched
him to the rear. Gen. Buruside saw him.

“ Boy, I zlory in yoar spunk,” he said.

From Fredericksburg the regiment went
West, and KRobert was in the battles of Stone |
River, Chattanocoga and other engagements,
where he was as brave as on the banks of the
Rappahannock.

[To be eontinued.]
———
[For the National Tribune.)
FORGIVENESS,
BY MRS, E. N. HARDENBFRGH.
“The boys in blue are getting gray,"
Their ranks grow thinner day by day;
The step, less steady than of old,
Is turning toward the gates of gold.
A few more years, and who shall tell
How brave they were; how gruond and well,
With stalwart arm, the cause defended ;
How peace was won and war was ended,

To-day they meet to clasp a hand—
Old times relate—thro’ all the land;
Is aught =0 true as freemen brave
Who periled life our land to suve?

Let banners wave! let prayers ascend!
To cheer their pathway (o the end,

All honor heads, once black or brown,
Who wear to-day life's silver erowin.

A score of years have passed away

Since battles raged "twixt biue and gray;
Now the days ring in & varied chime

Ot the olden scenes and the olden time,—
Of tented fields, of wounds and scars,

Of comrades dead, of prison bars,

Bowme wore the blue, svme wore the gray,
Who meet with friendly grasp to-aay,

Bo run our lives with fitful change,
To-day is new, to-imorrow strange;

The past is spent, the future near,

When durkest mysterits will seem clear—
Why conflicts wage—and we shall know
In heaven the eause of carthiy wo.

There changeless shall the blue remain,
The gray renew its yoush again,

Forgiveness reigneth, glad and free,
Wherever the sturry llag may be;
No more is crossed war's flaming sword,
But in its stead the kindly word
Is interchanged by friend and foe
Around the eamp-fire’s cheerful glow;
0ld feuds fm'&l.. misdeeds forgiven,
A preface to Jjoys of heaven.

Lrrrie Faris, N, X,
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Ground in the

tear of Vieksburg.

BY FRANT H. MASON, CO. A, 42D oHIO—EDITED
AND REVISED BY JOHN W. FRY, co. 5, £p
OIIIO.

On returning to the vicinity of Vicksburg
from the Arkansas Post expedition, Morgan's
corps lauded at Young's Point, on the Louisi-
and sliore, seven miles above the city, and ene
ecimped wherever favorable groand could be
rear of the levea. Sherman's
corps landed at the same point, hut marched
three wiles further down, asd encamped at the
buse of a long, spear-shaped penissula oppo-
Aecross the neck of this penin-
suls, as we stated in a former letter, 3 shallow
canal had been eut daring the previous year,
but the water had subsided before it could be
fnished, snd it Lad been thus far uscless. The
rapidly rising, and it was the
(irant to

COMPLETE THIS CANAL,
whether with the expectation of opening »
chanuel of commasication past the city, or

found in the

river was now
parpoee oi Len

| siwply by way of keeping the troops partially

eswiployed daring a season of enforced inaec-
tivity, was a point on which opinions differed.

Oun the 2Sth of Jannary, Gen. Geo. W. Mor-
gan, our division and corps commander since
the previoua April, waa relieved from com-
mand at his own request on account of failing
health. For a month past he had kept the
field in defiance of the protests of his Surgeon,
sopd upon the reorganization of the army ab
Young's Point he consented to retire. The
reorgauization wuas by virtue of Military Ovder,
No. 210, of Dec. 14, 1862, from the War Depart-
ment, which had been received while the
troops were retiring from Arkassas Post. IS
divided the Western armies into

FIVE CORPS D' ARMER,
a3 follows:

The Thirteenth Corps, commanded by Maj.-
Gen. John A, Mc(lernand,

The l:'onrn_-.umh. by S[Q.-Gtﬂ_ Gﬁw K.
Thomsas

The Fifteenth, by Maj.-Gen. W. T. Sherman.

The Sixteenth, by Maj.-Gea. Huslbas,

The Sevenieenth, by Maj.-Gen: Jas. B. Mo
Pherson.

Gen, Thomas's corps was in Middle Tennes-
ses, Hurlbat’s wns at Memphis, McPherson's
in the rear of Memphis and on its way to joim
the force in front of Vicksburg, and the corps
of McClernand apnd Sherman, as already stased,
were at Young's Point. The Thirteensh Corps,

the largest of the five named, comprised four

divisions, commanded respectively by Gens, P
J. Osterhaus, A. J. Smith, E A Carr,and A P.
Hovey.

De Courcy's Lrigade, still inclading the 16th
Qhie, 22d Ky., 3ith Ind, and 430 Ohio, had
been assigned to the division of Gen, Osterhaus,
irubia qualities, who
had distinguished himself az Pes Ridge and in
other engagements in the West,

DRENCHEZD Of

During the stay of troops at Young's Poing
the rains were

i1

2
incessant, and the low planta-
which they were encamped be-
he wuter broke
through the sides of the new canal, which had
proved a total [ilare, and bucked up, driving
e levee. The damp and
discomiort began to tell seriously upon the
health of the troops, and the hospitals were
filled with the sick, who died as if strickem
with an epidemie. The levee, the enly dry
ground in the vicinity, was soon honey-combed
with graves. About the 1l0th of March the
Thirteenth Corps was moved gpen steamers
12 miles np the river to Milliken's Bead, where
fine camps were lauid out on the broad, sandy
cotton-ficlds, protected by the levee. Heren

| reorganization of the Ninth Division teook

place, by which Osterhags’s command was bri-
gaded as follows;
FIEST BREIGADE—GEN. VAN DEVERE COMMAND-
ING.
49th Ind.
69th Ind. 120th Ohio.
SECOSD BRIGADE—COL. JOHN 7. DE COURCY
COMMANDING.
54th Ind.
114th Ohio,

118th ML

16th Ohio.
42d Ohio.
294 Ky.
Foster's 1st Wis. Battery.
Lamphere's 6th Mich. Battery.
On the 19th of February, Col. De Courcy,
whose health had failed, went North on s leave

| of absence. Hg was dissatisfied with his failare
| to attain his well-earned promotion to & Briga-

dier-Generalship, and did pet return to the
army from that time until the 29th of July
following. The Second Brigade was com-
mauded by Col. L. A. Sheldon, of the £d Ohio,
with conspicuouns bravery and abiiity.
THE EARLY SOUTHERN SPRING

had now set in; roses and daffidils were in
bloom in the neglected gardens aloag the river,
and the sunshine soon dried and hardoned the
ground into condition for drilling aud reviews
The army was put into fine condition, conva-

! lescents were brought up from the rear, equip-

ments perfected, and preparations completed
for the Spring campaign. What the plan was
wo could not gness. That the movement was
to be against Vicksburg was certuin, but how
or when the artack would be made was yet &
mystery. On the 16th of March a pass of Gen.
Sherman’s corps, which had been loft ab
Yenng's Point, was seut, with seversl gune
boats under Admiral Porter, to work a passage
through Stecle’s Bayou, in Mississippi, across to
the Yazoo, aund endeavor to effect a landing
there, {roma which the army might operate
against Vieksburg., The expedition was con-
ducted witls great energy and spiris, bu: Sher-
man found the encmy in force at an importans
point, and the difficulties of the passage so
great that the attempt failed altogether in thad
quarter. The expedition returned to its camp
at Young's Peint ou the 27¢h of March,

It was demonstruted that the aroy could nod
divert the Mississippi from its course o a8 ta
EVade Voekobuig, ve gein & practiclis base of




