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gave him the distance, together with my
firm couviction that Jackson wonld soon
ATTACK OUR RIGET FLANEK.

¥Fle said hie would inform Gen. Devens, and
I returned to my command. Without any
delay I communicated these facts to Capt.
Robbins, w o was in command of the picket-
line in front of our division, and reguested
bim to make every effort to learn whether
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LEn coroxgn L5TH OH10, ARD
-GOVIEENOR OF OII10.

M uch has been written and probably much
more will be written of the Lleventh Corps,
At Chancelloraville, May 2, 1863, a
befell that eorps, which has in a great meas.
door of the arms-hearing

disaster

wre been laid at the
men officers. This
ence unjust and cruel. XNo veterans
Regular Army could have maintained their
ground wuder the ]

THE WRITER'S POSITION,

we to givesuch factsas 1 of my own

is at
of the

subordinate

ana

Sate clrénmstances.

I proy
ebservation ean state, and to give nothing
from hesrsay. 1 was in command of the

th Ohio. The Eleventh Corps consisted
of three divisions, commmanded by Gens.
Devens, Steinwehr and Bchurz, Devens's
Divisian was on the extreme right of the
oorps, and the corps on the right of the
grmy. This division bad two brigades—
Von Gilsa's apd Mcelean's.
on the right, and McLean'’s next to it.
regiment, on the right of Mcelean's, was
pext 1o the left of Von Gilsa's,
Brigade were four Ohio regiments-
85th, 7k and 10%7th—and the 17th

Cal. Noble.

-20th,

Conn,,

THE BATTLE LINE

viziom was on the old Orange Court-
hanse roead ¢, via Chan-
cellorsvilie, to Orange Court-house. A new
Orange Couri-lionse road bad been opened,
branching off from the old road, between
Chancellorsville and the position held by
Devens's Brigade. This new road ran pearly
gantthiwest. The old road, where the division
was posted, ran pearly westward, with a
glight deviation to the north, giving the
divizion, which was in line on the south line
of the read, a slight fronting {o the west of
gouth. A rail fence was in front of MclLean's
Prigade, and weods in front and rear of Von
Gilsa's. The road beyoud Von Gilsa's right
was somewhat erocked and not over 30 fect
wide, with thick woods on both sides so far
az conld be seen from his right, which was

onot far. In front of MclLean there was open
ground. Gens. Devens and Melean were
guartered ot the honse of Mr. Hatch, near
Melean's Brigade, just on the south side of
the old road. The other divisions of the
Eleventh Corps wers on the Jeft of Mcl.ean
snd toward Chaneellorsville, but how posted
I only krow from what 1 saw as we were
ériven back toward Chancellorsville,

THE ORDER OF BATTLE,
nningon Von Gilsa's right, which rested

of the di
from Fredericksburg

]':: :,5
pn the old road,in the woods, one of his reg-
iments, the lurgest, less than a year in the
gervice,was in line across the road and facing
westwaid, and behind an abatis made by
feiling timbers in a windrow. My under-
etanding then was that it was a “raw”
reziment from Pennsylvania, and the uni-
forms of the men secmed fresh, and the
whole appearance was not that of experi-
enced soldiers. Whether any of this brigade
I do
Its left connected elosely
with my right. My regiment on iis
connecied the 1071h Ohio, and that
with the 17th Conn. In the rear of the 55th
was the T5th, and in rear of the 107th the
£5th Obig, bath in close column by divis
jons, and fronting to the south. This dispo-
gition was made on the 1st and was main-
tained till about 6 p. m. of the 2d of May.
On the moming of the 24 Gen. Hooker rode
along the rear of the division, where he was
received with the enthusiastic shonts of all.
He was gecompanied by the corps and
division commanders,

THE MORNING WAS FOGGY,
end the mist was not entirely gone at 10 a.
m. This fact aided Stonewall Jackson in
concealing somewlat his movement to gur
ri_',’}lt flank across our fl')ﬂ‘h

About 10 a. m. we could, im the southeast
on & high aud distant point, sree some evi-

were in reserve in the rear of the line
not remember.

with

dence of troos moving southierly or south-
westerly. I at ouce went to the Hatch
bouse to Jeamn from MeLean, my next
superior ofiicer, what it meant. He said the
supposition was that Lee’s army was in re-
treat.
ing of him I Snud he knew nothing of the
road on which the movement was taking
pl;u-‘-_ I supggested that the old man Hateh
be called ard gnestiope d about it. Mecl.ean
declined to do that, as he was quartered in
his house.
own responsibiiity I bunted up Hatch, took

i

him to the point where the moving troops |

pointed them ont to him.
tme heasid he conld not see any

counid be secn, and
For a long 1
troops. 1 kuew he could, and told him so,
and also teld him that he must helore I left
him tell me ou what roud they were moving
and all ite connections. He ohjected, but ]

plainly told him that his person and prop- |

g, aud be must tell
2bout that and the
suercssion of roads ground to ounr right
flank on the road on which we
then lying
part of his deor yaz d oot covered with grass
and under his instractions I marked oat 1he
routie from where wa could gee the Lroops
around to our right flank, and got the dis-
tence, which was not over eiphiv miles. 1
bhen dismissed him, pot Gen. Melean,
fhowed him the disgram of the roads and

erty were in our huand
]
1

gud tell trothfully, al

were

the :

Von Gilsa’s was |
i
My |

In Melesn's !

left |

Not satisfied with that, upon inguir- |

MeLean withdrew, and on my |

I made him go with metoa |

| the epemy was moving acress our frout to
| our right flank.

Three different
| me from the picket-line between 11 a. m.
i snd 4 p.m., each one of whom I knew. They
!

nessengers were sent to

each hore messages showing that beth in-

fantry aud artillery in beavy force were |

| passing across our front around to our right
| lank. 1 took each of these three messen-
gera and their messages to Generals McLean

| and Devens. No action was taken upon the

| first two, and when the third eame, I in- |

| sisted on having such setion taken as the

3.

douger of a flank attack requived,
| Devens urged that he had no such informa-

tion from eorps or ammy hendquarters, and

with some impaticnce
was not worth while to be scared belore we
OFf eomrse I left,
mmunication with

Ile did, however,

were hort.”
further eo
! the attack was begmn.
| just as 1 was leaving, dispatch a stafl’ officer

| to corps headquarters with instructions fo |

| :'lh'n-a';‘f whether {f;.'y had ﬁfm_.'z f.rflf-pii'i.'lf(‘r':-f]_!i that
The
i officer was not instrocted to communicate
| the information that had been given by my-
| self to division headqguarters. Cols. Richard-
| gon, of the 25th, and Reiley, of the 75th,
| were aware of all the above facts, and,
| like myself, made every prepara-
tion they could for the expected at-
; tack.

| time above meniioned, some scouts were
| sent out through the woods on our right,
| and in the coursc of three gquarters of an
hour or less they came back, one 2t o time,

the eni LR

and reported a large body of the enemy on |

ar right fiank apparently resting, They
{ were both infautry and artillery, and beyond
| the woods, in open ground.
A FQUADRCN OF CAVALRY
under a Captain was also afterwards zent ont
' to reconnoiter. He eoon returned, and I
| heard him make his report to Gen. Devens,

who was in his saddle in the rear of my line. |

| When heroes went forth from every door,

only a littie ways, for he encountereda heavy
body of the epemy’s infantry. The General,
wiih manifest dissatisfaetion, said:

“1 wizh I could get some one who could
mznke a reconnaissance for me.”

The Captain guietly but firmly replied:

“General, I can go farther, but I can’t

| promise to return.”

1 did not know of any further efforts at a
reconnaissance, and Gen. Devens rods to-
ward the left of the division and out_of my
eight. It was now npearly 6 p. m. No
change of position was madain the line. In
my anxicty I rode to the right of the divis-
ion. Just as I reached there I sow a squad
| of the encnly’s cavairy ride up on the old
| road, within 20 rods of the “raw™ Pennsyl-
| vania reziment, look for a minute and with-
draw. Not a ghot was fired oa either side.
! I do not sabsoluteiy know it, but 1 am
| morally certain there was not a man on picket
on the right or rear of onr line,

OPENING THE ATTACK.

I at once hurried back to my command.
I had searcely reached it when the firing be-
gan by the attacking column eof Jackson,
| Qur picket-line in our front was vndisivrbed.
il The attack, coming whence it did, was an-
{ heralded by any picket firing., The right
| of the divisicn, Von Gilsn's Brigade, had heen
| reported us not under arms when the attack
!'l'n_!,'i'm. This is not correct, The brigade

was within my view ; there were some Little
| coffce fires in the rear of the line, and there
| ;oay have been some arms in stack.

It is eertainly true that they had no in-
formation leading them to expect a flank or
rear attack., They were not sarprised in the
sense of not being ready to fight. They were
| thoroughly surprised in having a Leavy at-
| tacking column, without waming, strike
fthem in flank and rear. Fiippant writers

| have mogeified the ahove facts iuto a cruel

| injustice toward that bripade, and through

it toward the whole corps. The rank and
| file of the Eleventh Corps are no more to bhe
{ blamed for that rout than pivs in a bowling

i
i The Captain said to Gen. Devens he could go
|

| alley for fulling when st
| the player.

fo soon ss the firing bepan, and before its
eflect was felt where I was, T galloped to the
| left and found Geps, McLean and Devens
| together in their saddles in the rear of the
left of the 107th, and reported an attack on
the right flank of the division and no enemy
| in front. At the same time [ asked leave to
| change front and fight. Gen. Devens made
no auswer, and Gen. McoLewn said “ Not yet”
My return 10 my command was &t full
| speed. By that time the line of

VON GilSA'S BRIGADE WAS BRIAKING

| and ite soldiers beginuing to fly eastwurd in
| our rear. None of them were in position to
! fight, exeept the regiment that knew nothing
| &

bout it.
{ The enemy began to show a long lap over
| the rear of our line, and to ke moving stead-
ily forward. I could not fire a piece. There
was no enemy in front, and the YVon Gilsa
! line wasin the road helween my flank and the
enciy. Again with utmest speed I went to
Gens. MeLean and Devens, and saluting, an-
nounced that the enemy with his attacking
| eolulan was advancing, overlapping our
| rear, and there was no enemy in front, and
waited a mowment for orders, when 1 reecived
a diswissing eignel, and returned o my
ct_;':‘.!:.?l!:l].

By that time the regiment withdrew its
line 16 the vorth side of the road to escape
| the enfi'ading zrape and canisier that came
wlong the road. At _that juncture my horse,
receiving
: A MADDEN CHARGE OF CANISTER,

bore gway, unocontrollable, towards the
Cadvavcing column ; but all my strength

ING

[ §

| thrown upon the right rein so deflected his |

P povree that, unpguided, he dashed under the
I low, heavy arm of one of the many oaks in
! our rear und right, tearing me off, and leav-

| one vver one shonlder and

Gen, |

gaid to me, !ll'.ll =it |

and had no |
him till after l

Scon after I saw Gen. Devens the last |

ruck by the ball of

ing me for a brief time unconscious, Upon
recovery, the first thing I noticed was my
horse making toward the left of the divis-
ion. I did not see him aiterwards, He died
that evening, as I was told by wounded men
of the regiment who remained on the field.
With nothing but my sword and field glass,
the other over
the other, I made my way back to the place
where | had left the 55th, but it was not
there. It had been swept away. Many of
its brave men fell there dead, and others
were wounded, withoot firing a defensive
gshot. There was blundering,—criminal
blundering. For less oflenses courfs-martial

have pronounced the scverest military sen- |

tences,
If corps and army headqgnarters had the

facts showing the impending attack that |

brigade and division headquarters had, then
the responsibility is there. If not, then
they onghit to have been farnished these
facts by the division commander, or he
slionld have acted like a soldier and com-

' manding oflicer. What he should bave done

I will not say,—Dbat somcthing to avoid the

great ealaminy,
-
For Tor Nanoxan Teinusre,
WAL BONGS,

BY W, T. HNOLLAXND,
The supper things were cleared aAway
Thie old naan =at with his snuling guest
Before the tire, whose -}Iall'li el piny

Hekered and fell, Then be neldressed

| The beloved vouth, as the mmily,

Mather and son and danghiters three,
Came one by one with guiet tread :

TS carly vet, and Lthe night is long,

Aund we minst have opee niore 4 song—
A song of daring and deeds" he said.

The voung man, waiting, and eager to please,

| Touched sharp and strong the organ keya :

“Hring the good oid bugle, boys, we'll have
gnother song ;

Sing it with a spirit that will start the world along;

Bingr it as we used to singr it fifty thousand strong,
While we were marching throngh Georgis.,

Hurrali! hurrahi! we'll sonnd the inbilee;

HMurrah ! hurrah! for the fag that makes men free;

B0 we Sy the chorus from Atlanta to the sei,
While we went marching through Georgia,”

The singlr ceased, the sllence fell;
Thoen softly the organ broke the spell:
“We are tenting to-night on the old ciunp ground ;
Give us a song to cheer
Our weary hearts—a sang of home
And friends we Jove so dear,
Muny are the heavts that are weary to-nighs,
Wishing for the war to cease ;
Many ure the hearts looking for the right
To see the dawn of poace,
Tenting to-night, tenting to. hl;r'htl
Tenbing on the old eanp ground.’

The old man’s eves were moist with tears,
Aod he Hved gpain in the stirring vears

And time was marked by the eannon’s roar.,

“My hoy was with Grant in hls great canpaign—
AL Donelson, Shiloh, and Vicksburg, too ;
With bruve Melherson, o loyal and true,

And the gallant fellows who stood the strain

Of marching aad hunger and mud end rain,
And stuck and hung till Vicksburg fell

“Let me see—'twas along In sixty-three—

You cannot remember it very well—

You were alad, ns your voeuth will tell ;
*T'was in sixty-three, the Fourth of July,
And the sun blazed down from s burning sky
When the news wis wired the conntry o'er
Thnt Grant had beaten the 11ebs onee more,
And we shouted lor jov in village and town
As the Rebel stronghold tumbled down,

“My boy was there in the thick of things
At Corinth, lalkaand Holly Springs.
Al Sinek Kiver Bridee and Champion FITL
At Jackeon, and hovmond, and every fight
They gave the Rebs their eternad {11,
And never stopped . nor day, nor night,
But potnded away till Pemberton
Suid be had enough, aud the thing was done.

“When we got the news the people were wild,
And the flags flew out and the bantires blazed,
Aud it secrued ns though the folks was ernzed ;

But, ohi " and be tonehicd the hairv of the ehild
Whe was watehing and listening, half amazed,

*The olhors were flinging their hats jor Joy,

But 1—I was thivking about sy boy.

“They talked of the victory and peace agaln—
1 looked for the lists of wonnded and slnin,
Eut I got no news us the davs went by,

A lingering, sickening eteruity,

“I remember we'd gathered the whient In, all,
When there came n letter, soiled and worn,
The writing luded, the vorney torn,

That told of iy Loy in the haspital,

“I wasn't used to th’ railroads then
And 1 knew not how tast we ougeht to go:
But | never saw oxen that moved so slow
As that tratn went,  But the time came when
AL the front I found my boy agnin.

“T wouldn't have known him, he was so thin,
His Lice all Hearded and pinched with woog
Bul b kuew me when they led me in—
Aund wiit | said | do not know,
But he drew me down to his heart, T knew,
And cried like a child—and 1 aried, woo.

“When T got him home e knew the folks,
And wa lixed bim r bhed in this very room,
Withh the morning s sl the plants in bloom;
Al we tried to be cheerful and crack onr jokes,
And we hunted the place aned the neizhborhood,
And woent to the town with willing feet
In searell of thines that might secm good
To brighten his room and tempt bumn Lo eat,

“I never saw mother so tender and glod—
Why, bless yvon, there wasn't & sacred thing
Hid nway in the honse thut she didn’s bring

To chieer Lhat boy ; ad i shee felt huad,

Tosee Wi =0 worn, and weale, and ill,
She'd go to the kKitehen and ery there, still,
Le<t e should & Then shie'd Ay around

Tosce il anything vew could Le found

To waken n snile or ense his puin,

Aund make Lim Know he was home agalu.

oW,

“And the nelghbors!
belicve
The woy tliey kept coming day by day,

And we could hasdly compel them 1o :oill\'e'
Fur every last one of thein wanied to stay—
And | kiew fromtheir nelions they fell it a joy

To Lelp us tnke care of vur soldier boy,

Why, man, you couldn't

“There was neighhor Wilson—he hnd a son
Fighting with Shermnn scarce twentyv-onae,
And Bascom nnd Smidth—1 can't mind all,

But 1 do believe there wasn't & farm
But sent brave boys ot their conutry’s eall:

And they came with their gifls and words so

WWlLITE

That they made nus feel—and we've never forgot—
That the world was better than people thought,

“Bul he wasn't at atl like he nsed to be:
The mrehing, and lghting, and hospital,
The horvars of war, and the bugle call,
Obedienes to duiy, one snd all,

Had Lroken his spicit, so gay and fres,

And my boy was no longer a boy to me,

But a sad, worn mnn through misery,

" He never went aut of the apen door
Till they earvied him out one Septewnber day—~
(Furioughed men they were, all four,)
Througlh the weening ficuds that
way
Through the sobbing ecrowd, and wonnd away
To the Httle kaoll by the sleepy stream
Where the inds it ou, and the Bowers dream ;
While the malied deoras led the air with woe,
And the Home Guards, marching, sad and slow,
Guthered and stood in silence there
Till they lirved the Just eziule in air.

Hned the

' Twas In September,” he slowly sald —
“My boy! My boy! My boy!—
They noticed the droop of the silvered hesad,
fut ere (hiey could reach him Le lind fallen, dead.”
- 2
A Yeteran Assoclativm.

R. J. Dently, Delavan, Iil, writes that a
number of old veterans of the war met at Pe.
kin reecntly, in the hall of Joe Hanna Post,
and organized the Tazewell Unien Veteran

Associalion, electing the following oilicers: |

President, R. J. Bealty; Vice-Presidents, J,
Merrvinm, G. W, Upshaw, J. M, Roach, Chris,
May, Theo, Van Hague, Edward Cross, Edward
blt‘KHJhUN. David l'u“‘l:l‘r}, L. D. Bradl Y, J. F.
Beal, William Flemming, Edward Pratt, Jo-
seplh Miles, Thomas I'razier, Jesse Scott, N,
Humphrey, Thomas Cassaday, A, Behrens;

| Secretary, B. R. Backman, of Minier; Treas-

urer, A. Behrens, of Pekin; Executive Com-
mittee, 8. K. Hatfield, J. M. Guy, D. R. Gooch,
J. M. Melvin, and J. H. Beevea. *

WASHINGTON, D. C., THU

MILITARY MEMOIRS.

tucky.
A NOTED XENTUCKIAN.

- -

Gen. Rosecrans Takes Com-
mand of the Army.
- -

TO STONE'S

o

ON

Fierce Skirmishing Around

Nashville.

-
BY BREVET MAJ-GEN. WM. P. CARLIN, COLONEL
4TH U. 8. INE,

[corviticuT, 1855, |
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which I belonged went into eamp and re-
mained some days.

for the trial of certain officers.
James B, Steedman was President of the
court. I was Judre-Advoeaie, Col. George,
of a Minnesota regiment, was a member.
The other members [ o not now recall to

was some discussion of the battle of Perry-
ville and of Buell's merits. Finally it was

the members of the court-martial to Presi-
dent Lincoln expressing want of econfidence

«Lommander of the Army of the Ohio, and
demanding his removal frem command. Gen.
Steedman wrote the dispateh. It was
gigned by him, and, I belicve, by every mem-
ber of the court-martial except myseifl 1
refused distincetly to sign it on the ground of

nature of the proceeding, But that dispatch
was sent by telegraph, and shortly after-
wards Gen. Duell was relieved. 1 do not
believe that dispatch preduaced this resalt,
bat it was donbtless cne of the drops that
filled the bucket. No proceedings were
taken against any member of that court-
martial for this proceeding, and I suppose
Buell never heard of it.

Another member proposed te write a
letter to Gen. Buell reguesting that he be
fnformed by what aathority of law Capt. or
Maj. C. C. Gilbert, of the Regular Army, was
assigned to the command of the Eighteenth
Corps and issued orders to said Corps pur-
porting to be issued by Maj.-Gen. Gilbert.
To the best of my recolleciion a letter of this
character was sent to Gea. Buell, who there-
upon called on Gen. Gi#=rt for information
a3 to his exact rank. It resulted in Gen.
Gilbert's being relieved, of course, from the
command of the Corps.

MOVE TO BOWLING GREEN.

The weather was now becoming raw and
wet, and eampaigning was not very com-
fortable. But that was no time for rest, as
Bragg was simuply escaping from our front
in Kentucky in order to come up smiling
again in the fruitful garden south of Nash-

shone on the shonlders of some who had
been distinguished at Perryville—notably
on the broad shoulders of the stalwart Rous-
seau. This dashing and in every way gal-
lant officer had taken the precantion that
the world, and especialiy that part of the
planet known as “the durk aod bloody
ground,” showid not be kept in ignorance of
bis achievements, He took his fuir historian
along with him, and those who remember
reading the Louisville Journal for severa)
days ai'ter the battle of Perry ville will recall
how faithiully she served her hero with her
pen. ller panegyrics were so glowing and
highly colored that a disinterested reader
would naturally have inferred that all the
valor, all the military genius and all the
masculine beanty in the Army of the Ohio
was monopolized by Gen. Roussean. And
{t was generally admitted that Ronsscan
was active aud eflicient in that battle and
did good fighting. It necessarily enhanced
his reputation. Roussean's mere figure was
such as to commund admiration among sol-
diers and women., Tall, large in frame, and
muscuiar, witheut being io the least fleshy,
he was perfectly straight and appeared to
have the strength of a prize fighler and the
personal eourage of the bulldeg. He had

oneof those who had a grievance thatafilicted
many gentlemen who were politicians at
bome, but good soldiers duning the war. He
funcied that Generals who bad not gradaated
at West Point were not as well Lreated in
mssignment to commands as those who had,
He continued with that armny till the Winter
of 16634, in command of a division,—a very
honorable command. When the 2rmy of
the Cumberland was being remodeled, he
did not take, or did noet receive, a command
in the field, but was assigued to the com-
maud of Nashville aad vicinity. Roussean
was quite an object of ediniration to * the
boys,”—as the eulisted men were usnally
called in the volunteer armies,—and when
he passed through a camp they generully
cheered him. They were also iun the habit
of cheering and yeiling when a rabbit was
seen running through a camp. Ou one veea-
gion this yell attracted the atteniion of a
party of officers, among whom was Jeff C
Davis, Bome one asked the cause of this
hilarity.
“HROUSSEAU OR A RABBIT,”

was Davis’s response, With all Konssean’a
acknowledged galluntry in the ficld, my most
agreeable recolicetion of him i3 connected
with & speech he delivered in snpport of the
Union cause in the Legislature of Kentucky
before he entered the military service. It
wias an elequent and patriotic speech, and 1
always respected him for that quite as much
us for military services in behall of the same
canse.

The Army of the Ohio, under Buell’s com-

RSDAY, MARCH 19,

Driving Bragg’s Army Out of Een-

RIVER. |

At Crab Orchard the part of the army to |

Duaring that period of |
rest a general court-martial was convened |
DBrig.-Gen,

mind. During the session of this court there |

proposed ky one of the members that a tele- |
graphic dispatch should be sent jointly by |

of the signers in Maj.-Gen. Don Carlos Buell, |

the insnbordinate, unmilitary and unlawful |

ville, in Central Tennesece. Some new stars |

great ambition, too, and later in the war was |

1385,

mand, moved over the rough country from
LCrab Orchard to Bowling Green, where Gen.
Buell relinguished command of it and Maj.-
Gen. W, S, Roseerans assnmed the command.
Rosecrans had gained success in several

the war, and bad defeated Price at Corinth
in the Summer of 1862, and was then very
prominently before the public. He and Grant

a fight at Inka, and perhaps that at Corinth,

was no friendly feeling between them.
Rosecrans received the oilicers of his army—

in regard to the general policy he wounld
pursne, or purposed pursuing., The sub-
| 8lapce of it was that he aimed to
the enemy whenever he could et an oppor-

strike

at Donnybrook fair, “ wherever you see a

wl
LA

all

the affection of the whole ariny.

{ of the Cumberland. I believe it was lers,
or about here {ai Howling Green), that Gen.
R. B. Mitchell was relieved from command
of the division to which my brigade be-
]-ang_rm!. Davis had vot yet returned to his

division, but a Col. Weodruff, of Kentucky, |

who for some reason claimed to be a Briga-
dier-General, was assigned by proper orders
to the command of the division temporarily.
This was another aflair similar to Gilbert's
| assignment to the command of the Eight-
eenth Cerps. On one occasion I told Col.
Woodroft' that I dido’t believe he was a
Brigadier-General, notwithstanding the or-
der assigning him to the command of the
division. Unfortanately, I did not push the
point with higher authority, whose duty it
was to ascertain if persons claiming to be
Generals really bad any such commissions
ornot. For two months Col. Woodrafl exer-
cised the command of Brigadier-General,
and was so styled in orders. After the battle
of Stones’s River it became somewhat essen-
tial to ascertain his real military status,
when it was discoveved that he was neither
a Drigadier-General or an oflicer of any
grade,
The Army of the Cumberland was goon
marching from Dowling Green to Nashville.
losecrans had to see that the Louisville &
Nashville Kailroad was repaired, the taon-
nels near Mitehellsville and Gallatin having
been destroyed by Morgan’s men. It re-

read, so as to make it reliable as a means of

h

approaching Nushville it was found that the
Couniry up and down the Cumberland from
that city was overrun with rebel squads of
cavalry, recrniting and foraging parties for
the rebel armoy. PBreckinridge and other
commanders heid all the country south ex-
cept Nashville, where a Federal foree under
Gen. Negley was stutioned. Some portions
of my command were sent out from Edge-
field Junction and camps in that viciaity to
break np and capture small parties engaged

their success in this work drew a very eom-
plimentary order from Gen. Rosecrans. One
agreeable peculiarity of Rosecrans, as & com-
mander, was to give credit in a public and

deserved
meriterions servicea. lie was geaerous in

it, and to all men concerned in

nmeasure.

It was abont the 1st of December when
my brigade passed throngh Nashville. Gen.
Davis had joined the division and resumed
command. Col. Woodrufl was assigned to a
brigade in the division. My first camp after
passing through Nashville wasat Mr. Thomp-
son's farm, about seven miles south, on the
Frapklin road. Bome days afterwards it
was moved three or four miles east of that
to Mrs. Blackman’s place. There we re-
moined for several weeks, during which
Rosecrans was reorganizing snd equipping
his army and preparing to move against the
enemy, who were then known to be in force
at Murfreesboro. Theiroutposts covered the
country between Nashville and Mur/reeshoro
as far norih as Nolensville and La Vergne,

It was towards the end of December, 1862,
that Rosecrapns finally issued ovders for the
Army of the Cumberland to move on Mur-
freeshoro.
on this campaign are 8o numercus and so
reliable generally that they will supply all

I purpose only to tell what I personally saw
and knew and what my brigade did. From
our camp at Mrs. Blackmun's my brigade
moved about the 25th of December along the
road through afine firming eountry towards
the Nolensville pike.
torrents, and occasionally the clouds would
open long enough for the sun to appear for
a few moments. Gen. Wharton, of the Con-
federate service, commanded a cavalry bri-
gade mear Nolensville, and his videts were
scattered for three or four miles north of
that village for the purpose of observing our

movements, There was a eonstant elatter of

of the Cenfederates and our advance parties,

acainst mounted parties of Counfederates, he-
fore we reached Nolensville, 1 remember

in by our troops and the fences so that he
could not return te his comunand. He gal-
loped up and down roads fur some time in
trying to effect his escape.
much importance to this individual, Hotch-

was firing at him. He finally surrendered,
and was brought to me. He was a handsome
and genteel person, who gave his name as
Dennis, of Mobile, Ala. He complained to
me aboent the immense foree brought to bear
on him to secure his surrender or death, and
remarked that ke had never before heard of
u whole baltery being opened on one videt,
I acknowledged the justice of his eriticism,
and admitted that it did seew rather ridic-
ulous.

sinall affairs in West Virginia very early in i
had had some disagreement in regard to |
and it was understood even then that there |
at least, those holding commands—soeon after |

his arvival, and made a few remarks to them |

tunity, or, in the languege of the Irishman |

head, hit it,"—provided it was a rebel head. |
He created a very favorable impressicn ou |
10 met him, and soon begun to attract |
The nane | 8

of the aniny was changed to that of the Army |

quired some weeks to completely repair this |

supplying the Army of the Cumberland, Im !

in runping mills and collecting supplies, and 1

= T = E |
formal manner to ail his subordinates who

his praise, aud was not aftuid to give good |

The history and official reports |

detailed information to those who desire it, |

Rain was falling in |

small-arms between the pickets and videts |

and occosional ecannonading on our side |

particulurly one horsemian who was hemmed |

Attaching too |

kizs had unlimbered his whole battery and |

g}
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| crosses & ridge
! either side of which is a round hill or knob.

| North of this gap is a cultivated field, along

i the ezst side of whichh was the pike. The
| ridge bears off to the : ¢lit and left from the
knobs in a southwesierly and southeasiorly
{ direction. The ridge itself, with the knobs,
| forms as fine a militury position to hold

| against an attack as [ ever saw in an open |

country. The gap is known as Knob Gap.
| It was then held by Wharton's cavalry and

| or defense, as it stood, unfortified, it was ad-
| mirable. Davis's had to attack
it. It was my t to move directly
Over field deseribed in
the face of a direet fire of artillery aud of

Division
}).’l:
above

¥
ita

open

through a depression, on

several pieces of artillery. Foreither attack |

)
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| EVERYBODY T,

Wharton's cavalry disniounted and con- |

S i SRR T i
cealed belbiind trees, Hotchkios's battery was

{ bronght into action in the road and threw

sbells into the cap. My brizade was formed

pa

line

into enemy's position,

Fail,
¢il into
1iit on

inches

seemad to

| g e
deep at every sl L ¢rosa fen
| to be elimbad. he men were doing
| this the rebel
‘; directly into the fence, lneaking
» piet
e Jend

e were then

|
o

hi 1 1 :
0138 8l thice

atinlla

rails into
| #plinters, and seattering
After cressiug th
mand “Charge!™ was given.
within about 100 gap, where
the battery and the dismonnted cavairy were
| firing into our lige. The ¢hax
| in the most gallant munuer, but quietly.
Col. Alexander, 91st 111, 2nd Col. H. €. Il"_!__‘.‘,
were mounted, and reactied the guns of the
enemy before their regiments. The brigade

{1 ¢ the eom-

direction.

b

3 ards of the

THE ENEMY FLED.
o do his duty
that day. They realized all my expeecia-
| tions, and I doub* il a more gallant and
guccessful eharge was made during the war
than that at Knob Gap on that wet Decem-
| ber day in 1=62. Col. Woodrufi's Brigade
was to my right, and Post's to my left. But
no attempt was made to preserve connection
with either of those Lrigades.
in his official report, wrole in a very com-
plimentary masner of the conduct of my
brigade on this occasion.

Not an eflicer er man failed t

in which the iniantry regiments of my com-
im:md had sustsinsd loss by death. At
! redericktown, Mo, Oct. 21, 1561, the killed
of my own immed:. » commmand belonged
to the 1st Ind. Cav,, auld they lost their lives
| in executing an order of Col. Plummer,
who, in my opinion, had no right to give it.
Considering the strenzth the euzsmy's
| position, and the distance over which they
| were compelled to pass under fire of artillery
| and smali-arms without any protection from
undelations of the ground, tiees, or olher

ol

ohiects, the sy was very small in nomber. |

At Perryville, though the brigade was ander
| the fire of & buitery while advancing over
open ground for wore {han a mile, not a man
| was killed. Up to this time we had enjoyed

| the excitement of war without any of its |

horrors, except that of passing over battle-
| fields won by our own army and strewn with
| the dead and wounded of both. It
| sad experience to seo brave and good young
men torn, bleeding aud dying. A young
man, or rather a boy, named Ross, belonging
| to the 35th Iil., was

an,

the first I now remem-

| ber, who died from a wound inflicted by a |

piece of shell. His stepiather, Rev. Jacob
Reed, was Chaplain of the reciinent.
[T0 be continred.]
o -
CHICKAMAUGA.
A Correcilon Im Regard to Reyuolds’s Divislon.
To Tue Eprror: By accepting the statement
which was made in
| good faith, but under a misapprehension of the

of a distinguished officer,

| fucts, I did great injustice to Gen. J. J. Rey. |
nolds in the article on Chickamanea printed |'

! in your last issue. While the paragraph in
| question wos printed mainly to show the dis-
! ordered state of the field after the break in the
| line on the second day, and without a thouzht
| of its reflecting on Gen. Reynalds, the fuets are
| o at variance with the correct version of the
| matter as to do sericus wrong. The statemoent
wus as follows:
“ Fora time after Wood's withdrawa! allowed
] Longstreet to peactrats the cenier, and while
Gen. Thomas was giving his
| re-establishing Lis rizht, an incident occurred

t

1, “Forwaed!” given, The |

ce hnd also |
shot were throwns |

1 in every

¢ wias made |

Gen. Davis, |

This was the first engagement of the war |

was a |

entire altention to |

Yiewed from the Wash n2ton :if..'.:"E‘if:.;f,

every i OS pés tive office-
secker.

lar sala

i 1s & preseut or pr

The pa

g
y

=ion for a place and a regn-
seens a8 univeisal as the appetite
yearoiog
to finich the SLOry W bichi some one elss bhzs
begun.

Probably there some men in the world
{ who do not think the Yy € i

1144

for anather ftellow”

are

0 manaze anvy
woman betfer than the man wha is p: _--ie-:i
to her. There may even be some so diffi-
| dent and self distrustiul that they do nos
believe they conld conduet

4 neWspper in
a way to make its editor =adden and sicken
at the practical illustration ¢f his shorte
cominga,

Eut the most prolonged and searching
| serutiny of the National korizen from the
Monu: - the

ny

smnmit of Washinston

carried the gup and captured two of the gunsaploiticst point of ehservation in the woild—

does not reveal a single man who docs nos

believe that the Government’s service wonld

be sreatly l by patting him into

th a much larger salary than he

bas ever been able to make ont«<ids of cilice.
QUELR, ISN'T IT?

Novels, political histories, obituaries, and
other works of strong imagination, contin-
ually present to us men ef such retiring,
| diffident natures that it requires pulling-
| power enough to run a 40-car freizht train
!. to get them to “consent to allow the use of
| their names in connection” with an office,
Possibly in some remote and rustie parts
! of the country there may exist such men,
| just as there are actually said to be men

met with occasionaily who have never rid-
| den on a railroad, sworn an oath, or read
f the reports of the Tilten-Beecher trial. But
| the normal American eitizen is a very
E patriotic man. He i3 exceedingly anxious
| that the Government should have at ita
| service the best quality of brains, honesty
| and industry to be found. In all his wide
circle of acquaintances Le esn think of ne
| one richer than bimself in those qualities.
| He has been intimately asequainted with

i:lnil LY EL

| office, wi

T I

| himself for a nomber of yeurs, 2ol e can
| apeak with more certainty regarding his
| own good points than of any other mwan's.
| Being, as we have said, an eirnest patriot,
| solicitons above all things that the Govern-
ment should be administered in the very
| ablest manner, why "should he not, at the
| proper time, hasten to Washington and urge
{ with all the eloquence at his command that
& proper place be given to the besk abless
| and purest man he knows?
| HE HAS HASTENED.

Burning with a desire to inaucrurate the
work of official reform and get his name on
| the pay-roll at the earliest possible moment,
| he bas flocked hitherward with the rapidity

and enthusiasm of a swarm of grasshoppers

on discovering a fresh cornfield. Every cross-

Iroad sent its picket, every pest-oflice its
; platoon, every village its company. every
| town its battalion, every ecity its brigade,
| and every metropolis 1ts army.

“I ean't understand how the Republicans
managed to carry Illineis,” said the weary
{ President, one midnight, recently, after in-
| siructing the footman that no more eallers
| were to be admitted. “Judging from the
{ numher of lllinois Democrats who have

called on me with proofs of their herculean
labora during the campaign, [ should have

|
18

| had a majority of a million in the State.”
|

|

on the left never before made publie, and on |

which, for a briefapaee, h

[ army. Reynolds, whao had

nez the ifate of the

.1
ti
]

over to Paliner and Baivd on his |
formed them that in his _E'T.I;’.II::":E 1 cutire
| right was broken, and sugyested th Palmer,
as senior officer, shouid gssume command, and
march the left threa divisions to Rossville.
Before a decision was reached, 1a ne treet’
tremendons oustuught aguinst the rizht made
its presence and its siability mauitest, end the
i lelt remained.”
I What Gen
| as the enemy seemed to have mainly with-

t
a

5

AN
| drawn from the front of Baicd, Johuson, Palmer
an of the front
maido ine whether the
! if he
not, then, that Gen, IMalmer should assume
Ly the right

upon the flank of the troops assauiting Thomas's

| and Teynolds, exploration
[ hlnl‘.l!ll be il Ler:

encay was still there in foree,

to

ik
command of the left and hurl it

newly-established right.
The wide diflerence between this propasition

aud the onue first i inted needs no cou

show the injustive done.

e caun=g of

l I recret this mistake more keon ¥

which Gen. Reyvuelds's Division bore in both

days' battles. For several hours on the first
 day his right was ansupported, and, thoogh |
heavily assaulted, was never driven from tho |

| field. Throughout the second day his right

ot as vel been able, |
| after the break, to connect with Hrannan, rode |
eft, sud in- |

Vs |

acut to |
{ sights of the day

|
|
|

evnolds did sugrest was that,

The President is said to he the mest pa-
tient listener ever known
He ean sit for bours, without a change in
the bright, expectant smile that he puts on
when a ealler comes, and lisien to a steady
stream of talk that would Lore a hivle iIn &
rock.

i Washington.

|

THE W At
that carries the President’s mail is one of the
It presents an appearance
somewhal like this:

Y

glso stood alone, and uever muved fiom posi-
tion under tremends exveyl
thrown back slightly to face the flunk of Longz- |
street's eolumns when they picicod the line
after Wood withdrew, Lowand the elose of the |
butele his division wua the l h)'
Gen, Thomas to elear the road over which ho
intended to move the left prog
pying Rossville. From the fiest hour to the
last Gen. Revnolds held his division in solid
shape and did telling work. - TL. V. Boyxros.

WasninaToN, March 13, 1855,
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To trE Enitor: Each number of your val-
nable paper brightens anew the memorios of

r‘__._:....._ -_

The tons of heavy white paper which are

20 years gone by, w hen I wore * the blue™ on

About amile south of Nolensville the pike

the march and on the batt!lefields ol the South- l

lapd.—C. H. Taouas, Belvidere, N. XY,

dumpsd down inta the Whiie ilouse make s
splendid perguisite for the servant whe &




