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The following is the full text of the address |
of Gen. B. B, Bardott, Commander-in-Chief:

Conpams . Our lnst guthering pince was apon
ghe shores of thel ocenu woross whose heaving
broast thore yel gleams the wake of the Mayflower,
of immorial name, which brouglit through stormy
scus 10 40 inhogpitable coast the seod of men, sod
of faith and purpose, whose antithests armed for
fight under the flag of the rebellion, und whose
il woot of fruition enme wl Appomatiox. We
puriook of (ke hospitality of & peopde whoe remuin
within anll of the * manor house ' of the Pilgrim
Estaio: wo wern glad io the presence of the daugh-
ters of & moe who roocked the ermdles out of which
bave siopped that throng of Godlearing and lib-
erty -Joving men whose pesceiul arms have wiiliio
the compass of little more than & century.subdoed
& continental whilderness, and within i sol up the
pociicss Nalipn whose citizens we wre,

Threading s costinent in our this yeur's marah,
we piloh the tents of the 20th National Encamip-
ment on this our further shore, saluie the glory of
thie moumtains which W our futhers were nammneless
shindows in w forelgu lund, and hear with gludness
the wukle of the waves which sing our anthem
where yesterday the slarry flag was bul & strunge
device. It has heen the lot of the Grand Ariny to
sompass e Innd i helped tosave.  Our feot, whiist
wolL “ahiod with the lighiuings of war,” kuew by
solisome omech the bighwaye and byways of Lthe
South . our pouocful progress has led by ploasant
paths to the eastern shoro, o the northiern border,
Mhrouglh the luyal center (o the mountain slope,
aud now at length beside the * peacelul sens. " Lav-
ing ween of all ile greutness, whilst yetour sirengih
rewmnins, with uniled weoloe we sslute aguin our
denr comilry, and bless the God of the futhers thut
1 was lils pooid plessumre o privilege us 1o stand in
the Lattic for He unity, and 10 preserve so many of
e 10 be parinkers of #e luter glocies,

EEPORTE.

1 commend w you the careful perusa) of the ro-
poris of the sl offlcers. They oxhibit in doladl
the sixie of sll the principal business and otber
ectioerne of the Grand Aruy, sud will evidence the
feltiduiness with which you hinve beou served.
Fot bevnuee It s matler of custow or cuuriesy . but
beosuse | nm sensibie of e ohligations I s un-
der 1o them, 1 leke ploasure i reforring specially
o e Tuiibiu) and cflicient labors of the Adjutant,
thwe Quertermasier, the Tuspector, and the Judge-
Advocste-Goneral, und the Assistant Adjutsnt-
Geneml, The volume of business Lrsossoted
through Netionsl Hesdquartesrs Lins boon very
g:‘hcl. fur grester than ino any preceding yoar: the

rilont ol W hies Inilen oo them, 1 may sey witl
some degroe of pride and i justioe to them, that
the records of Lhelr offioes will be found o so goad
wondliion s o lighten the burdens of thelr sue-
L

MEMPBIRSHIYP,

There were, ue reporied by mpy predecessor, on
She st day furch, 198 8 Depariments, 50240
Fosta. and s bors, On Marobh 5], 1888,
the offivtal welurue showed 8 Departments, 5765 |
Fosin, pnd u ummlmr.h:r iu good manding of 296 -
BE. This isa net guin daring the yoar of 730 Posts
aud I 0 cssrades.  DHstinguislnng bet wenn those
sty suspended for not-paymont of does, and
the ngrrepate meinbersbip of Posts noted as sus-
peided Lor luilure o sead o their reporis, las our
aysten of reluros 1ow eunbilos us o do, ) snd coaut-
fug e o good standiug o delinguent Posis the |
mumber so appearing Gy tholr s relur, gives &
membhorship o Maret 30 jast of 290 087

e snnaiser of comirndes remsining members of
thie Urnpd Arvoy of the Repubilic s 328 890 There
Be b peneon four eongretulution to be found
I Lhse valaiult Phe Tane b coine when Lhe singie
enuse of e growt g weight of years sufficientls
@xuuses loany Lhoussnds of our volstuave Trom
ekl g wur pesocislion, Yel oot of the diminished
and eopstenily Maohslong sember of courades
egible o vor rmnkes, we getherod in by musler
siane duning the last yenr & wew memiborstiip of |
60,681 This = a greater number than copstityted
our whole momsberdiip up o wnd s U close of
the yeny IhvD

FUSPFENDED AND BROFPFED MEMBERS,

The probilom presented by (e lurge number of
euan et reporiec se suspended or drogped calls
LRI S T LI
Under the hend of suspended the Adjutant-Gen-
el Linve I"'rul"l"'!l :
¥or yem kg Blamun Bl DESL. s iiins srnnrene T D]
| [NSR——— T T
The causes leading 1o this unwelcome state of
fncts are varions. Undoubiedly there sre some w o
'pln ol Fanks ook iug Tur nuouoecd ule aesd purnly
sontorinl and sollwl BeneDin, and®whe, foding ther
G peiution slew  of realiastion, peoperly aud |
msiarally fell oul, There wre vithiom who, so soon
& e moveily of thelr exporionoss have worn «off, |
apee bte anrelessnoss, sod for dsck of o Jittle
" shiopleerding ' by thely more sarnest cotmrades wre
bomi o o bl there are othioms whose falling awny
M O o greve conoer.  Boee There see fadilsful
o purpese sndl warm i Wholr slivgianoe 1o our
Ordor, 4o wivso the small sum reguired lor pay-
il ol paisiil dies s Fol o burdes, |t Fepreseile
po el of sl dowind, or ol dimisieleed cotfort
S motase depondont one.  Thon, agein, tee samanit
& e b boen resalied by e wll, waed moiie are Gir
Gown the wesiward siope To these stiwondanoe
Ml oty et and upob oar othor duties b
e Lo e g burdees Mo lougss while to Tt for
aiive duty, mnd, Boading e praer provided Ly our
ayvimn Lo houotabde rellrcnienl. nol withoul o
{:u..- of vegret, uo doult, they suffur tee soocuul to
il Dy Ui epirril bt OF oul binrsh role uuder
Bt bivembios spabare preistion

- " o

The alluation Las come
o b thee s Urgrnaiiecd s w e nmre, pmong olliey thitngs,
for purpasos of tuticfiotnse Lownrd each hier we
Yot wialbdlresw our srgasiband oo ."ll'--hll- flnu.-un-ig
o el fonve our sociely for causes whidh sbouid
onll ipio solive play the dety of coarity bn s lrger
sepse do w b we stond pledged.  The faot ds Claat
e Vo Srany of thie Bepuladb luslilouod ile rules
and boiteticus epoo e plun of socelics w hose
Chiritagy e ever widening sbrown of new -bhorn
Souls Dl origlastors, selaialng o e day of Lhelr |
Owe srcngth, il ot Jook beyand, bat we sre face |
B fae wikh thae St that e Fonuntein Lnd oensed to
Pl oF o aes tueetors begen, wnd Thiet (e e of &
griitar of & esmtony have drunk of the wmors of
A0 el P Al e e ibibeinend] Bow stdmoninhion un
S Lt @ pocmte sgoiend wisets I hold to the uselul-
poume ofl the Clemsd Army o un osiitation. § L
Bheivn s yoiu dho Liamt wlieti e bast musiar sha Vlave
b ewcletbivntad], wind mll the duors of lin Posts olos-
@, thw the gientes schioo! of palrsotiom our word
Boien bins s WD Luve osased Lo b, | asn theredor:
ehent it B e oy duly sow bo bugin te laking of |
Slegee Lo bhe ond that the badee of our Order may |
b v duliy wort W the lalost possitic bour. The
@crimidierat ot thibs suloent has roocived Jp many of
Lo Dopanmenis didiug the past your indiostes |
Bhat 1t s ome dying seur to the et of ootnrsdes
ond thul U e ds ripe for wction, 1 aubmil that |
Fow dules aud Hegulatons ouglil W be knended

fustand @f evinrades In arrenrs for dues bicing
Suarily deopjusl 81 8 spoonie st by wmore
Operul Lon ol e law el there dhionid be waotioe
I apey Posl and dee action bnd © wnd before the
Boal pul of drq.z:m s ooosuu mnied thero sliculd
Ak be potio b opes Post & period of warsing.
ot then forpal et

‘g‘liﬂl gl g,

A1 e Lt phee time bime arrbyod wlion w may
well vonstder whether our riles shosld pet p:anﬁ
WO Gl slternmtive teen Lise mhmo) gte seyversooe
of pelndions with the Order on Tailure of Py roenit

I now the sondition WUsat ducs way
Teasib of © sloknoss o sl

ternity."

| serentiously

| e

f

by bnllol on cach osse «i & |

WASHINGTON

_D. O, THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 1586.

tendance st Post meetings, of participating in and
enjoyment of the honors and beoefits inoident o
our association . and wstifyving our full comradeship
by continuing to them the right of participating in
the election of new mowmbers and in the decision
Dfdl” questions relative o the stsuding of com-
rRGes.

First. in the trinity of our aims we name * Fra-
1 am maeking a crude suggestion only,
bt | um asking you out of your greater wisstlom to
fushion some pian that shall enabie us, having once

ped the hand of & worthy comrude, to hold it
n friendly embrace until in God's good time we
mukt oross it on his own breast in token of the
final peaco,

FINANCES,

The neoount evrrent of the Quartermaster-Gen-
eral shows balanoe of onsh on hand June 30, 15885,
SEA s 00, There was on hand June 30, 195 512,-
0w 46, The net reoeipis for the yoar sre Lherelore
| TR,

1

The presenoe of this very oonsiderabe surplus |
1 .

fund, and the stabliity and present certsinty of our
sotiroes of revenus, mises L1wo important guestions :

1. Should we out off or imil some or kny l" the
chargos out of whieh our incosme is decived ¥

2. Wit #hiall be done with present and future
socumuintions to insure their safety and get from
thewn some interest rotarn ®

Upon the fivst question your attention is invited
o Lthe recommendution of the Quartermasier-Gen-
eml, that the price of the membership badge be re-
duoed to 356 cents, which, on the basis of isst yeoar's
issun, would offoot a saving o Departments of
$3,500, and would 1o that cxtent cuntaill our revenne,

I dn may judgment thst we may safely wmake Lis
reduction, sod that 11 showld bo done; bat in every
guestion of this charnoter it is niwavs to be borpe
i mind that we are on the high level now: that
our dircotion is fixed ; thut bevond and in our path
is the declivity, mnd we oughit 1o have in mind pro-
wislon for that day when ouly o few will contribute
to the funds, bal when, as we hope and belyeve, the
fading few will still sssemble in National Eacump-
ment and find in their own funds Lhe means o do
#o unthl the end cotes

The seoond question was dealt wilh by the last

| Nations!l Evcampment, so far as the surpius then

reporied was copncerned, but wilthoul resull.

Tbhe incoming Uomiaander-in-Clhief and Counell
of Adminisiration were suthoriged to invest £10,000
of the amount then ob hand in morgages on roal
estate worlh nol joss than thiree times the amount
thus Joaned, “egclusively of any improvemenis
thoreon.” At the meating of the Exccutive Oom-
wittee of the Councdl, heid Nov, 10, 1885, the mat-
ter was carciul iy eonmdered, and # was determitved
thutl undeor the resnctions mposed it would be tm-

ibie Lo safely pluce the funds. In view of the
sol thst we sre not an incorporated society, that
we could enforoe no remedy ngainst a deliuguent
borrower exeepl through some cumbersome and
uncertiin sysiom of trusteeship, with great defer-
ence Lo your boetter judgment, 1 think it my duty
Lo suggest thel, w8 safety ks ook the more 1o be
regurded than the mere mstler of inlerest, the
bonds of the United Btates sre the best seourity
known 1o the business world.

CHARITY AND RELIEF FURND.

The report of the Adjvtant-Genoral shows
mmount expended for clarily for the year to be
£170,250.87, but the report of the lnspector-General
showe an cxpenditure under this head, for Lt sume
period, by bul L96 Posis out of Lthe 5,765 now in
existence, of §206 07390, und as remalning in the

relief fond 880101256, 1 refor to these tigures both I

for congraiulation and complnint—oongratuiation
in that our greal principes of fraternity sand
obarity stil! have excmplifloation, and cvinplaint
Lhut the prupuer officers n" mwanny of the Posts (&il o
make due record mnd report on this bead, This
pegleot bs an hgostioe Lo their Posts and to the
whole Irstorpity, now and for the foture. The ex-
planation of the wuch smaller suin reporied by the
Adjutani-Ueneral, must be that the Inspoctor, be-
ing prescut in the Ports Uy his Assistaut, found the
facle Lie reports, whilst Post officers carelessly
emitted them from their returns.

DEFARTMENTS.

Exoept in opne insance there s nothing in the
condition of the Depurusenis which requiies
special remark. Unforiuanately, aud, as we shall

| wmost of us sgree, vuwisely, vertain alleged delin-

quencios aovurring in the Departmoent of New York
were musde Lhe suljent of genoral pewspaper alle-
pution sud surmise. The speeitic aliegations con-

| outnod the funuds aond were calcuinted 1o seriousiy

bmipnir the prosperity of that grest Depariment and
our good pame beyond its boerders. Under these
oircumstanoss il setuned 0 me to be the t?rl of
wisdow o arder speciol inspeciion of the Depinrt-

| mess roporde. The Comrnde Inspoctor-Generul per-

formed that duly in person thoroughly and con-
Itis mol proper that | expross any
opinion or now give publicity to thal part of his
report whikkh deals with past delinguencios; they
biave been made the subject of proper chinrges and
spoviticalions, snd will be brought to irial in doe
time. Bal it is Just to us il thal | sey that the re-
port linds thul, under the present administration,

unowl uuits heve boon corrected, syslon and
ecconomy ntrodoced . aud that coufidence vuglit Lo
be remtored, sud prosperity again abouad.

BALGES,

This Is s sulgent o which altention of a special
kind bas been calied iu the reports of your relinng
Communders-in-Aliel on more than oue sooasion.
Al the 1L suuusl seasion your sticothon was
calied 1o certuin slingullous luveiving the iutegrily
of e maunulscture of the badges then in use, nid
W inuendoes o ounuechion therew ilh lnvolvipg not
only the good name of 1he then antional offiocrs of

| e Graod Army of the Republic, but that of wWelr

prodecensors Tur suany 3oars, The aulbor of these
sinnders was ol singled oul by name, but he was
dercribsed ne one who hind souglit the contract for
the wnnwlncture

|

of budges and as the edilor of a |

paper profossedly published o the fnterest of e |

Girand Ariny, Lu view ol these cliwrges, ur rsther
ol the fart that they lad found thelr way into
repiisbie newapapers | the Kyoeutive Comuittee of
the Councll ol Administration made s thorough
exsplustion into the whole matier, Their report,
OUVEriug L whole hisiaory of the guestion, el no
rovii fur douwlt thist you bisd bees serveod wilh
fabthfulnes wnd Gidelity iu that regard, aod thut the
charges wade hiad vo beiter foundation than the
teresiod auniios of ther author

My prodecessar, in bis sddross ot Portland, in-
vilwd slleulion to the large reveuus derived from
the saie of badpes, which by so much prevented
the inorcese of the por cspite tax | to the just pride
s oomrade shouid Jeel by wearing o bedge mauus
fuotured from cnprured oapnon, and recalied o the
silewption of il “the resolgtion of the Isth Na-
Lional bnosopment, especially prohibiting com-
Tuder fronn wearing any other membersbip badge
thuu Uut mapplied by Natonsl Headguarters,'

The ecomisiitos 1o whon this address wae re-

ferred repurted upon the subjeot that ** anless wade |

ol ouplsired rebel osunon o badge isalie, and the
Post offices or other comrade who

protngi disndasal
In this conneation it is recommended that
during the oveing yeur Lthe Communnder-in-Cliof
requesied o give thie matler his individaal
st ntion, W e end Lthat the manufacture of Wjstil -

ous badges be sloppod, wod thet the partics now |

whigagod (b eblaining wouvey under lalse prefonses

by thewr saie be properly doadt with under the law *';

and the foliowiug resciution was reported and
wdopsted

* Bosdved, Thatl the Oompnmander-in-Chicef be re-
quesied o sscertein who sre munulnciurers snd
ecliers of apurious badgos, nod to ke soch steps Lo
seCUTe Lae suppression of Lhe natue ay Le may u
proper.

Cnder this mandate | procesded to ihe discharge
of the duty tuvolved, Exsminstion disclosed (bt
thr patoid vhiiuned upon the design o the i
IS eapired by Maastsbion oo the 25tk day of De-
oorber, 196 There was no mnchiinery of the law,
tharclore, taal oould be fovoked in my sid. But,
sonsidering thal withoul the active wid or conaiv-

oore std ppoisbors of the[Grund Army. no outside
manuisctaror oould profiably prosccute the busi-
ness, wind, Lelleving that there oould not be found
within the wembership of vur Posls a somirade so
lost 16 Lonor ur greedy of spoil as Lo perdisg, sfler
due pution of Lhe will of his caurades in (e mat-
tor, Jo dufreudiag thelr funds, und in mwocking
their fuith nod jusi pride, by imposing on Lhem. in
l:l:;-r of & gemiine badgo, whal Lhe Enoswpment

apitly desribod us o lie, under dule of Sopt, 14,
10, | mswed Geoneral Ordes, No. 6, current serbes
I wihadh, withioul pote g oumment, 1 st uu!ui.
mrge the resclation of U I7Tth (Denver) Nalioual
Evmsmpaiont and the roport of the committee on
the addross of Cuvmmanderdn-Clikd Koumte st

| muoe wl lesst of ur.-.m-oh?t-lr ntiuber of the offi-

| Formland, sbeve alluoed 1o, wikeh | did not doulst

would effecteally comguiss your purposes. My
Slleslive was soon aflor direded o Lthe October
pumiber of the Grand Army Gaasdle and Naoliowal
Gaardammas, wo mlw.t‘dilﬂdvlnd publishod by J.

| A docl ol 8 sand 8 Nossuu sireel, New York, in

whikeh, under the lng of “Another Waste-
Basicet Order.” lie revived the slanders denovnond
:u \llm:-upmu, declared hils pu 1o manulac.
ure mndd sl " bedges gusrnn Lo conlain onjp-
tured aanpon m-t.nlt“ n:d charamtorizged the notion
of the two National Eacampments embodied in the
Oydder as ' the syle of gn sutocrst. ™

Me dovlared the price too high, and, to
the fect tha! e pelont on 3 i use had
expired, douied the gt of the Grand Army,
throngh s laws or othorwise, 10 control the salioy
of j mewbership on the waiter of sele or purchsse
af badges,

The wrticle concluded with & dedtborate false sl
tempt Lo disoredit e L
the N
reflerred

of Wiis provisiun s appere:
your constderutivg the pﬁmuﬂh

fating s sonnection with our Poss s
ou i roll of honor, upon whieh
Miny their veteran suenshers, re.
of the puy et of duos snd of active
beuving thew the righl of uie

b

. wocures them |
| Trow sny ithersouroe tusa trough National Head-
| QEarters mer e ocunt- maarticl ae

cannon metal, and the fact that the property righta
of his comrades in the ge were no longer pro-
teoted by a patent, was reasscried as his justification
for invading them,

If but one of the genuine badges issved from
Hesdguarters were dropped into the melling pot,
an assertion that its issue contained “eaptu
ecannon metal ” would be true in form, but would
remain & false pretense in fact. However, one nol
member of the Grand Army undertaking to manu-
facture our badge might, if pressed to desist, fall
back on our want of prolection by patent; for a
member of the Grand Army. bound o duty to his
comrades by the pledge of his honor, to so shielter
himsell is but to resurrect the rejected ples of Shy-
lock : *' It is not so nominated in the bond.” 1 am
happy 1o say that my efforts to discharge this duty
were seconded by my comrades, the Department
Communders, almost usanimousiy, with groat
boartiness, and that close seruliny aud comparison
of the legitimate demands of the year with the
actual issue fromn Natious! Headquarters, indicale
thint but fow of the spuricus badges found their
wauy Into the ranks,

Under the etrcamstances it is just that I slhould
suy that from no reputable source, und Indeed from
no source whatever, save only that to which I have
glioady alluded, has any complniat or even eritl-
cism reached Headquarters witlh rospeel 1o any
mntter conpected with the manufacture or supply
of budges, or thedr cost or material, That you have
boeca served in this respect with absolute tdelity 1
hiave no doulst,

The numbser of badges issued during the year is
66 393, 1 found on sssuming oflice thot there was
an outstanding badge contmet properly entered
into by my predecessor, under which there re-
muined for delivery 60,760, The balanco of the
year's supply has been furnished by the manufac-
turer at the last contract price of 27 cents each,
There is now no outslanding contraet.

Of the 12 bronze guns oblained from the New
York Arsonal in August, 1854, six, weighing 5230
pounds, nre yet on hand. There is in addition,
upwards of 2,000 pounds of this gun metal, which
has been reduced to the form of pigs.

OMITTED CORPE MARKS, NEW DESIGNE, PAT-
ENTED.

The subject of corps marks omitted from the
up of emblems on the reverse of the star of the
sdge was before the last Encampment on a reso-
lution reciting that the Custle, the emblom of the
Eugineer Corps, ind been omitted therefrom ; and
in u resolution coming in from the Depariment of
Nebraska, asking, on beball of members of the
Thirteents Corps residing in that State, that the
Nutional Encampment adopt for it & badge after a
form suggested, It seems Lhzl no badge or eanblem
was ever adopted for that corps. The whole sub-
Jeet was referred to the Council of Administrution
with power to act, Upon consideration of the
questions the Executive Comumiltee declined lo
ke action on the Iast-paned maller,

It scemed to the commiltee that such action
would be without adegquate authority; that no
action it or the National Euncampment could take
would be anywhere binding, nud that subject was
therefore referred back to this body. The com-
mittee found further inducemnent for this netion on
learning that sl & meeting of members of this corps
ut Clieago, in 1866, action had been laken, and a
form of badge recommended different from that
seloctod by the Nebraska comrades.

Upon the other subject, ** the emblem of the En-
rinm Corps,” it was found that the authorized
orm of the emblem, as promulgated Ly the War
Department, was not the oa-tle alone, bui the castie
in combination with the crossed oars and anchor,
aod that in this form It was in its proper place in
the group of emblemn,

Hul examination disclosed that three of the an-
thorizged corps marks, vie, Hancock's First Cor,
Vet Volu, and Sheridan's and Wilson's Cavalry
Corps, were omitied. It seemed Lo the wommities
that these ouglit to be added, and inlly =0 oa
their addition would, by ch nfnmu"n admii
of & patent being oblained I«::l,:l

Comrade Davison, the
badges, look charge of the matter, oblained, and
bolds the patoat. He has also, with the concur-
rence of Nalionsl Headguarters, in order to your
further protection, secured a desiyn patent upon
the upper part of the bedge by adding Lo its reverse
#ide & suitable design.

These patents are st the service of the National
Eucawpment. I strongly recommend that you, by
formal resolution, sdopt Lhe designa they cover,
They do pot change the general form of the ba
As HUW presori ; they slmply add certain deta)is

perly belonginug upon it, and will serve for yé&ie
uture protection against any Shylock to whom the
law of is without preveunlive foree.

OFFICIAL DECIBIONS

1 have approved, adopted, mdjpmmul?lad as
my decislons the oplulon of the Judge Advocate-
General in the 18 eases of which the followiug s
an absiract:

No. I. A comrade Is not subject Lo suspension be-
cnuse of non-payment of so-called dues toa Re-
lief Fund established by a By-Law of his Post,
Such a payment is wholly a matter of individual
conaclence and patriotism,

No. 2. A wember of the National Encampment,
a Fast Department Commander, can only be tried
by court-martial convened by order of the Com-
mander-in-Chiefl. (Sec. 3, Art. 6, Chap. 5.)

No. 4. In this case a comrade was dropped from
the rolls by vele of the Post, on the ground that he
was ineligible, and should not have mustered
in. Held, that a Post cannot properly drop a mem-
ber from its rolls who nppears in good staudin
until the contrary is shown afier proper and lega
procoedings, ns provided by the Rules and Regula-
Lons.,

No. 4. Any comrade nguinst whom no charges
exist, and who has pald his dues, may de-
mand, orally or in writing, sl a meeting of his
Post, & transfer ourd ; and & fallure on the part of
the officers of the Posl 1o performo their duty and
issue such transfer card could not operate 1o defeat
a comrade’s transfer to another newly-organized
Post, 1o wlich {in the case in question) a comrade
was adinitied Ly the Department Commander, who
possossed full knowledge of all the facts in the
cuse,

No. 5 Theresignation of a Post Commander does
not operate to make s vacancy until his successar
has boen elocted and mctually qualificd ; conse-
quently, itis proper for the oilicer o resigning 1o
preside al auy moecting of Lhis Post until hils sue-
oessor 1% 80 elocted and qualified,

No. 6. There is no lrrr!l.un-l Himitation upon the
power of the Commander-in-Chief to nuthorize the
organisition of Posis of the Geand Army of the
Republie. He may sanction their organization
within a forcign country, and attach them to any
Department under his jurisdiction,

No. 7. In this case an applicant is reported as
having * borne aross” (in the enlarged sense of the
term) in the service of the Confederncy while he
was & slave. He aflerward enlisted in and was
honurably dischinrged from the Union sarmy, Held
that the applicant must bave the benefit of the fact
Ll e & slave be was stripped of the power and
exercise of volition, and henoe Is relieved from the
conscquences of an aol which was not his, but thist
of Lils master. He s therefore eligible.

No. & It is not fraud—in any neccssary sense—
for m coturnde 1o have eanlisted under an assumned
nawe, If be received an honorable discharge, he
is eligible. A Posl admitling such comrade with a
full knowledge of the facta, conveyed by his own
statement, is estopped from denying the validity of
his tuuster-in,

No, 9. Whenever anything is to be done or re-
fased Ly the action of the Post, by approval of the
Post ur by order of the Post, or any terms of simi-
Isr lmport, the term “ Post" in that connection
moans & legul Post moeting, where a majority of
thuse prescnat and voling (a constitutional quorum
belug actually in sessdon) bave voled tn favor of or
aguinst a proposition, wastever it may be.

No, 1. Comrades cannot be dropped because of
pon-payment of dues olber than those preseribed
by Seo, 3, AL 5, Chap. 5, of the Rules and Reguln-
thons. A Post may appeal from and reverse the
decision of jis Oominander, us woll upon a question
relative 4o the Hulos and Regulations as upon
questions arising upon the proper construction of
the By-Laws of the Post.

A Post Commander may refose to enterialn a
motion, belleving #t to be out of erder, but an ap-
peul will lie from his decision.

No. 1L "A" was regulariy elected Post Com-
mander, but his Posi setl the election aside, and
thereupon elected " R, who was installed sud
served Lo the end of the term. The sction of the
Post in setting aside A's eloction was erroncous,
but under the rule de faclo B Is a Past PPost Com-
mmnider and entitlod (0 the bonors incident thereto,

No. IZ A refusal 1o permit 4 comeade o lulro-
dooe testimony tending to prove a negutive of the
principal charges and specifications upon which hie
was court-martinied is a fatnl error, which caunot
be cured, and the decision of the court in such case,
if adyerse Lo the socused, should be reversed.,

No. 15 A Past Post Commander was tried by
court-martisl upen unsigned charges and specifien-
tions. Held that the court-martial should have
been couvened by order of the Department Com-
mander ; that no objection being taken at time of

trind to the iwformality of the char and .
tions, the defendant s ulurpu“ from o =

ure prolection,
manufacturer of our

&f the trial is conciuded. In this case, I.mwcv:r.:

promotion, was commissioned and mustered and
subsequently dismissed, sagain re-enlisted, (third
time,) and afler serving lis term was honorably
discharged. Held, that beeause of his final honor-
able discharge he is eligible to membership.

No. 18, A Past Post Commander applied for and
received an honorable discharge from the Grand
Army of the Republic. He subsequently re-entered
the G.A.R. in another Post and claimed the right
to sit in the Department Encnmpment as P, P. C.
of the Post from which e received his discharge.
Held, that he was not entitled to the honors and
privileges of & Past Post Commander. (Nole.—See
Opinion No. ¥, Dec. 5, 1578, p. 128, Opinions of
G.AR)

No. 19. A special order of the President of the
United States, directing that an officer who has been
dishonorably dismissed from the service of the
United States shall, upon the receipt of & new com-
mission from the Governor of the State from which
his regiment came, e ngain mustered into service
and mustered out with his regiment, cures the dis-
ability resulting from the ollleer's dismiszal, not-
withstanding the fact that before the new commis-
sion arrived the regiment was mustered out.

No. 20, A Departmoent Encampment not being
in session, an uppeal from an original net of the
Department Commander, or Department Conuneil
of Administration, may be made direct to the Com-
mander-in-Chief,

The following opinions were rendered without
reference to the Judge Advoeate General:

The Woman's Relief Corps, though auxiliary to
the Grand Army of the Republie, is yet a distinet
and independent arganizntion, and not subject to
the control of any Depattment or Post. Any al-
templ by a Post to exercise aflirmative jurisdiction
over a Corps is without anthority, Adwisory action
is the limit of both duty and authority.

A Post may instruct its Quartermastier to collect
the dues of the Post in any proper manner which
may ba deemed necessary for the best interest of
the Post.

A Depurtment Commander may, with the advice
and eonsent of the Couneil of Administration, an-
nul the charter of a Post, (See, 4, Art. 1, Chap. 5,
Rules and Regulations.)

The subject of Opinlon No, 8 requires remark.
Sugygestions from several sonrees entitled to respect
woere made to Headquarters in the Interest of con-
rades residing in the Dom!nion of Canada, who de-
sired the organization of Posts of the Grund Army
within that jurisdiction.

Upon examination of our law on the general sub-
ject, nolwithstanding the precedent already set
within the territory of the gﬂint of the Sandwich
Is'ands, by the estahlishment of a Post at Hono-
lulu, I was not clear that the authority was suffi-
cient. It also seemed 1o me that a grave question
of policy was Involved., Tlmﬂuutinn of authority
I submitied to the betier judgment of the Judge-
Advocate Genernl. His affirmative opinion I ac-
cept ns resolving all doubts in that respect, but the
question of policy remains nnsolved,

I have taken no action, helieving the matter to be
of sufficiently grave import to entitle you to make
the decision,

There 15 no country, save our own, within which
a dishanded army yet strong enough for conquest
econld be permitted to band itself together to meet
in secret conclave, and to pledge obedience to ita
own laws, Whether the o tzation in a foreign
country of an integrul pact of such a force—to meet
under, and to pledge undying fealty to, the flag
and Government of another people—might not be
misundersiood. and excite suspicion, jeniousy, and
even hostility, seems to me worthy of considern-
tion, I commend to yon the suggestion of the
Judge Advocnte-Genersl, that a committee be
raised to propare a simple gode for the conduct of
court-martial procesd

In the ahsence of such & code resort is had for
guldapee Lo the analogies of the regular mi'itary
tribunals, and since for our purposes there is ne
right of compulsion, either a8 to those detailed for
servioe on our courts or in the matter of the at-
tendanee of witnesses, it |s esy to promote delay,
expense, and the fullure of justice. [ venlure one
specifie sa fon: instead of, as now, a court
consistin not less than five or more than nine,
it woul romote economy of both time and
money, and, | believe, not endanger justice, Lo re-
duce the number 10 not 'ess than three nor more
thaa five.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

I have made 20 official visite during the year.

then existing in the States of New York and Penn-
sylvania, be recognized and indorsed to the fullest
extent, and the various Departmenls were recom-
mended to ** institute and perfect ™ similar orgnni-
zations. A committes was also constituted to pre-
seut Lhe action of the Encampment on that ques-
tion to the hends of Depaurtments at Washington,
and u observance of existing law giving prefer-
ence " fur appointments to civil offices ™ to * per-
sons honorably discharged from the military and
naval service by reason of disability resniting from
wounds or sickuess incarred in the line of duty.”

The comuittes assembled and performed its duty.
The commendatory action of the Encampuient was
duly promulgated by Genersl Order.

As to what may have resuited from this action I
have no olicial knowledge, | am personally aware
that in one Department an organization has been
effected, That the National Encampment and the
Grand Army at large s responsible for whatever
may have happened since its indorsement was so
unreservedly given, and for what may in the foture
happen through the instrumentality of the Union,
is undoubtedly true; this every comrade should
understand.

The situation is anomalons. For the transaction
of n business requiring the grestest possible tact;
trenching dangerously nenr to the line of partisan
intervat ; peculinrly open to the imputation of sor-
did motive and end, we have given the loan of our
great name and greater influence, without retain-
g the power in the prosecution of the ends pro-
posed to nane one of the agents, 1o supervise nny
of the plans, to eall for a report, or to know whatis
either purposed or accomplished either fur or
against our peace or honor, ;

I submit it 1o you that there ought to be definition
and determination of the extent to which you are
willing to stand sponsor for the Union. The time
to do this is before there shall have been serious
complaint, and before the approaching polilical
contests shall be joined, into which our enemles
will wish to thrust us, and with which indiscreet
friends will be sure to entangle us if afforded but
the shadow of an opportunity,

FENBIONS.

Your Committee on Pensions will on their own

behalf make report upon the condition nnd pros-
pects of legisiation on the subject with which they
are charged,
I desire to acknowledge the ability and Industry
with which they have discharged their duties, and
to bear witness that failure thus far to realize all of
our just expectations is through no fault or neglect
of theira There are certain general matiers of
which | may take note without trenchiug too far
on the committee's ground. Fallure to accomplish
all we aim for, seems at times to blot out the mem-
ory of the great things worthy of our country that
have been done.

Wenre citizens as well as velerans, we are sharers
in the responsibilities, in the glory, in the shame, if
shame there be, as well as in the benelits that may
flow from wise legisiation and just sdministration.
1 think that, in spite of all failures we may lament,
our country has been so grest in ber genercus
justice on this very subject of pensions, that it is
due we acknowledge it, if but by a statement on
our records of the simple aggregales of payment
made and the number of the beneficlaries,

The whole number of perscns, who, on aecount
of the war of the rebellion, bave been barne apon
the pension rolls in the period from 1861 to June 3,
1846, is 561 851,

The whole amount pald to these persoas during
that period is $830 540 620,18,

By the eourtesy of Comrade Black, Commissioner
of l’eninmn:.l 1 "i: u:}e hzo aule; i:‘ advance of t‘to
general publieation the resalt no‘rn.umu 4
the period that for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1586, there were issued 81,422 pension certifientes that
for the month of June alone there were issued
certificates, and that for the same flscal year the
payments were 365,747,350,

he new names added to the rolla fool up 43,168,
of which 2,518 were restoration.

These are resuits, and whilst they in no wise
turn us aside from pursuing our further just and
temperate demands, they end unjust and
captions criticism whether aimed agninst the
sdministmtion of the Iaw or the law itself.

Our last Enenmpment renewed [ts recognition of
the value to our comrades of the work of the
“Army and Navy Survivors’ Division of the Pen-
sion Office,"” and directed that & general order immue
explaining the nature and value of Lhe work done,

Fand iuviting the active co-operation of all.

1
regret, very much mora than T ean express, that L | "o oo rrent sevies iasued
was nut able to fulflll an o rmest wish, 4 5' h ¥ .::.w
began my administration %o be among

rades of every one of onr Departments. The fact
that many of them held their annoal Encampments
on the same day hindered mpe in some cases, and in
others, where | had agreed ta be present, that first
duty we owe 1o our houseliold whien sick ness assalls
those especially dear, was the sufficient cnuse of
ahsence. The kindly, loyal, hearty manner with
which comrades everywhere received me was a
source of great gratifiestion, and is with equal heart-
iness acknowledged,

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPA.

It has been my pleasure during the past year to
meel the National Oficers of the Woman's Relief
Corps at Boston, and the officers of & number of its
Departmenta. This organization has passed beyond
Lthe stage of mere patronage or commendation. It
has become a settled asuxiliary and recognized
agency of the Grand Army of the Republic in all
its work of beneficence. Its fame, whether for
good or ill, is ours, and the proper administration
of its trusts snd the asecomplishment of s helpful
aims ure to us, as well as to itself, matter of proper
conecern,

Our professions and pledges have gone so far that
* breach of promise " would He if we should now
atempt 1o ignore the bargain or refuse & dutiful
performance of conditions. | do not think there is
any wish to do this, or cnuse to question Lhe wisdom
of our pust course toward the Corps. 1 bave heard
good of it from all quarters; evil from none. Its
growlh, both in individusl membership and sub-
vrdinate Corps, continues Lo be satisfuctory.

For the yearending March 31 lasl, there were
added 12,674 new members and 418 Corps, makiug
no aggregale at that dade of 30,728 members and 25
Corps. The expenditure for charity during but
three quarters of thie past yoear were (cash) 815,000,
How large a work, naud how jmpossible of estimate
by money tokens, is done by this organization out-
side of reported expenditures Is easier to under-
stard than to dewcribe,

1 am glad, io Uiis connection, to find the oppor-
tunity to say lu public a word of explanation with
respect to our attitnde townrd other orgnnizations
of women who seek to be useful to the Grand
Army. Reading the proclamation of the President
of the United States, setting apart & day of pubiie
thanksgiving nod prayer, and recalling the fact
that there was o natiooal recogunition of that day
until our arms had won for all a Nution's place and
name, | conceived #t to be a fit oecasion on which
to commend Lo our fellow-citizens st large, and Lo
our comrades of the fleld who had pot yet east in
their Jot with us, the organization, the purposes
und aims of the Grand Armmy of the Republic, and
especially the motives of charity and mercy which
80 lurgely enter into its operations,

In executing such a purpose it was of course im-

Lle 10 omit mention of the Womnan's Relief
Jorps. Accordingly, in General Orders, No. 9,
dated on Thanksgiviag Day (Nov, 26, 1855), 1 ads
dressed them “ns the only recognized auxiliary of
the Grund Army of the Republic.” This partioular
designation brought to National Headquarters
muny inguiries and respouses—from the members
and friends of the Corps hearty thanks; from or-
nizations not in nll':uoe with the Corps, and
rom comrades and Posts in sympathy with them,
protests, and in one case resolutions requesting
that the expression to which | have alluded be
withdrawn.

To those who have or will give attention to the
record there can be po guestion that the National
Enesmpment bas given its recognition to the Waom-
au's Relief Corps, and that it Lias remained silent
as Lo any other organization: but | am more than

to say that no word or aet of mine has been
ntended to belittle in the least the work and will
of any, by whalever name they may be calied, who
for love of our cause have beteme Lo us sisters of
mercy nnd of charily.

BONS OF VETERANS,

L'Jx.t due consideration of & report made at Port-
lund by & commitiee specially constituted at the
ruvimu anuusl Eocam o8 lo consider our re-
allons o the " Soms of Vetemns,” it was resolved
to repeal all action giving theofficial recognition of
the National Encampment (o tbat o ization ;
nevertheless the iute: felt was evidenced by
recommending u consol of all their branches
into one body, and wishing ‘them * Godspeed in
their united aud patriotie Ja o

It dues not eceur to meflist there was mistake in
this nction. It recognized ability and the will
of the generstion we ¢4 have sent to the
front to de the duty of . and it gave to
them and to their work ug of the of
the Grand Armuy. On youar behalf I think 1 may
renew that benediction. It has oceurred to some
that this organization of ** Sots of Veterans " is but
an ideal—that its basis ls sestiment only, and that
it wight well be dropped out 'of our material age ;
but within & recent period we have beard a voice
out of the past glorifying to the ear and commend-
ing, by all the motive
ment, to the heart of 1

VETERANS RIGHTS UNION.
of Encampment
O T Shorisof tha s Y eooreetl Rigitta Usian:” o

of & letter from the Commissioner, which will be
printed in the report of the Adjutant-General, which
#tates that not more than 70 per cent. of our Posts
have yet been heard from on this subject, and urg-
ing active measures to induce the delinquents o
send forward their lists. Too much eannot be said
in praise of this instrumentality, The name and
post-office addresses of over 700,000 ex-soldiers and
sailors have been gathered by it and so arranged
with reference to service and organization as to be
st the call of any inguirer. To quote from Lhe Com-
missioner's lelter, "l.hmnf L 12 monihs
23, %12 cases bave been supplied with lists of officers
and enlisted wen, and in many hundreds of these
the whole aase has hioTed u the evidlence of one
man, and we frequeatiy fi that the one missing
link has been waited and searched for, perhaps, for
years." For the benefit of applicants 144,970 names
and addresses have been furn the Enn year.

In response to inguiries sent through National
Headquarters more than 1,30 addresses have been
found nod furnished. [ have several times visited
this Division of the Pension Office and been shown
the proofs that again and again the meritorions
eases of comrdes which had Iain for years unde-
cided, or porhaps rejected, have been rescued from
;ln‘;}dallmeut and finally allowed through resort to
it Niva,

1 beg to lm}:rem] upon the Euncampment that
every name (urnished is & good work done, and
that the negleet of any Post to do this easy and
costless duty is greatly to be regretted. The es-
tablishment of National Headquurters at Waushing-
tou naturally suggested to many comrades, whose
cases were delayed, an appeal for sid to the Com-
mander-in-Chief; such nppenls came in large wum-
ber, and they were laid before the Comrade Com-
missloner with such suggestion or request as
seeiued right.

I have plessare in saying that all such cases re-
ceived the most prompt sitention, for which my
obligations are due and heartily tendered.

You will allow me one further suggestion on this
general subject: We strive with all good faith to
keop a wide distance between all our Grand Army
concerns and partisan political action or alliances,
It Is inevitable that whenever we inlerest ourselves
through any of our acknowledged agencies in
pending or proj leglalation, we should be
lulrlizcu-d to criticism, and by the thoughtless or
malignant charged with violating our known pro-
fessions on that subject. Happily we have thus far
escuped giving canse for just complaint, The de-
liveranees of the National Epcsmpment and the
effurts of its Committee on Pensions have been so
wholly devoted to the enrrying into eifeet of exist-
ing law, or the enaciment of new legislation nee-
es=ary to make good the plain in that there
should be indemnity for disability ineurred or re-
sulting from the scrvice, and so free from any ap-

ce of seeming lo set a price on patriotism,
that as & rale the good fuith of our acts and pur-
poses has been admitted,

Heretofore our efforis have been o get legisla-
tion; wearet ed now with & situation that
compels us to deprecate some that is proposed pro-
fessedly in our interest.

In view of the large sums that would be required
to satisfy measures of pension legisiation—whose

z¢ Is now almost assured—it has béen pro-
posed in the lower House to ndd to every such bill
i taxing clause by which sball be mised the money
necessary to dischiarge Lthe debt ereated. The
source from which this vnusunl proposition comes
makes it seem serious. [t is not necessary that the
motive of the proposal be at all called in question ;
presumning it to be patriotie and well jutended it is
all ihe more to be walched and defeated, The
Pension Committee, pereeiving the danger, ad-
dressed me their lelter of July 1, 1886, to which I
gave currency in Genern! Order, No. 21, eurrent
series. | think it a it subject for the activa of the
Encampment by way of petition or protest, Such
:-Tolicy would be an end of legisiation. It woald
I into activity g#pon every bill for the benefit of
pensioners, or those who sbould be pensioned, the
antagonistic views on taxation and revenue which
have divided the economists of the world into hes-
tile eamps for 500 years, nud which, since the fram-
ing of our Constitution, have been the chief eco-
nowmie differences lying at the root of party politics
in this coantry : but if the plan could succeed, and
the particular property of our fellow-citizens on
which the levies in our favor were to be made sin-
led oul, it would be & most ungracious thing to do.
hy set the veteran at a side table, whilst all his
fellow-citizens gather at an unstinted board ? Why
compel ench taxpayer lo know jnst what he eon-
tributes to a given pension fund, and arm him, if
unfriendly, with a receipt to be flapnied in the
faces of beneficiaries he never liked? Why, for the
first time in all our history, and our best
traditions, create a class by-law, and
the maimed bodies and unwel necessities of
our unfortunate comrades tho t#xt
course, whether by demagog o

Seif- will justify u stu

united w will win attention.

STATE PROVISION.
mlmdiMh the facts
showing w hag been done States in aid
of veterans of the war, their w and orphans,
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MEMORIAL DAY.

]

the rule to the contrary, and in a few cases—against
the clenr letter of our law and to the disquiet of
many comrades and (riends— Posts beld their serv-
ices on Sunday, We shail all agree that nothing
should be left undoune to insura the most harmo-
nious and perfect discharge of the duties of that
day. To me, and | believe to many of you. and to
a vast throng of our fellow-gitizens, it will seemn
that there is not a purpose or thing eonnecied
with the ceremonial doings of Memorial Dny that
s pot in tuane with the highest idenin of the Sab-
bath entertained eiither by the reasonable Christian
or the eager devolee; but there s & minority of
our most sincere friends to whom any depariure
from the old paths «eams & enuse of stombling and
offense, and for their sakes, as well us out of re-
spectful deference und gratitnde to those susterely
just men who, with the Puritan Sabbath, gave us
as well the liberty of law as distinguinhed from the
liberty of anarchy, wa can find it sn agreeable duly
to a0 amend our lhw as that neithear the observ-
ances themselves nor prepusstion for them shall
trench on the Lord's Day, Amendments to our
roles which will accomplish this end bave been
daly proposed. 1 commend them
action.

It is my most gratefnl tasic now to report that
never since the happy luspiration eame upon the

Grand Army to set apart a day for the honor of our |

dead comrades has Memorinl Duy been so fully,

so heartily, nnd so0 reverently observed as opon the | Republic,

ocension of its intest celebrntion.

in gathered, there enme the tread of their comrwles
to testify their undying fraterniiy ; amnd Lhore aune
as well the throng of fellow-oltizens, the
remembered the strife and the young who luwl
lenrned its lessons, o signify for themaelves and

for their country their sense of the serviee done. | striven o maintain it in s high place ; its sl

In the earlier days we anxioosly asked snch other
the question, whether this cercinonial woald out-
last the Girand Army: whether, when none of the
veleran host were lefl to iewd (he column to the
tombs, there woald be any o taxe np the mareh?

I think the manifestly growing Interest exhibited |

from year to year justities the belief thas snother
haoliday has been péermanently mdded to the enlen-
dar, andd that so long as men love liberty the song
of the birds in Spring shall be summonss to this Na-
tlon to gathier the lowears and bestow them In bless-
ing on the graves of our dead,

IN MEWMORIAM.

During the past year the Great Reaper has gath-
ered froma our Grand Army fleld 3080 com-
rades. To us, beeanse of that relation of featernity
which binds each o the other and all o each, snd
so forms Lthe brotherhood which s the Grand
Army of the Republie, the vacant place of him,
unknown beyond his squad i war and nameless
outside the village limit where he died, leaves as

a rent in our dissolving ranks as does the
parturs of that fow—ench from his place—for
whom all bells give forth their muflled sound, and
whose names are on all men's lips. Assembled in
National Encampment, and representing all who
live, | know that you will lensl me your rts and
bid me speak from them a farewell salutation to
such and all who, since we last assembled, have
taken shelter in—
" Those low green tents
Whose curtains never outward swing."”

But we have our prides, and t is our pleasure to
testily our respeet, our admirstion, and our veners-
tion for some special names who were comrades of
the field or are bound to us by the ties of this great

association.

The second General Order which it feil to my lot
te issue announced the death of Pust Communder-
in-Chief, the Rev. William Farnshaw. He was the
seventh in the order of election and service of your
Commanders-in-Chief; be is the third to be ealled
away. It was not my plessure 1o kuow him per-
sonally, but from those who had associations withy
him the verdict is that he was & just gaan and true.
who, serving God in His ministry, selected a fleid
of labor which brought him amoug his less forta-
nate comrades, and that with all faithfulness he
sought their happiness whilst liviog, and with
equal devotion consoled their dying hoar. [ will
be the duty and pleasure of the Enenmpment to
give proper expression to our regreta for loss of
Lhis comrade.

M'CLELLAN, HANCOCK, GRANT.

The year has been singular for ita closing of
sccounts, Of the commanders of the matehless
Army of the Potomae all now are It is yet &

It is @ host on either stde of the star-1it

ST :
ne, the standards of the lemderd are all be-

yond., Lastof all o sheathe his sword at the enll of
the “All-Conquevor ™ was him who shaped its first
rude mass into that finished blade which, though
somelimes beal down, yet never lost ils edge or
temper, and under whose blow at lnst the greatest
of the lenders and of the armies of the rebellion
s sthmitied to Lhe mercy of their outraged country,
i shall do the greatest honor of which [ am eapable
to the memory of our comrade, George B, MeClel-
lan, if [ but remind you that they who composed
3e srn_:h-l h:dcoumcled lll;:nuxh success and in

versity loved his person, believed in his patriot-
ism, and trusted his leadership.

I may mention another of this year's harvest. He
was not one of the Commanders of the Army of the
Potomae, but he wiua the soldier whose presence
told his comrades that more than the knighuly
glories of ancient days lived again to lead their col-
umn, He was the right arm, the laming sword,
the first andd Inst rebance in every suprane hour
of those who did command,

If in that far-off future of prophetie promise,

when " wars shall be wo more.” when all the long
shall be forgot or seem to be anly fabile, some |

ydias of his day shall seek to fushion from the
marble the very armor of a warrior soul, to show
his fellows in the speaking stone the very front and

VOL. V—NO.

for favarable |

I all places in | aelievement—thn
the alwayw loynl States where the dust of our dend |

ol whe |

mien of battle, his inspired hand will chisel out the |

face and form of Winfieid Seatt Hancook.

In the first hour of the Encampment nssembling
at Portland, your euger henrts dictated the disputol
of words of profound sympathy to our suffering
and dying comrude, Ulysses S. Grant, the late
Commander-in-Chief of the Armies of the United
Staten, Before another month passed by he hadl
juined tie compnay of the desd, by wbom the door
of life is opened, and his name was shining on the
roll 2f the immmortais which the thanks of the res-

cued, the homage of all who love hberty, and the |

Edu““de of an unbroken ecountry huth rendered | Minnesola..........

elens furever.

How grand the econcourse, how unmatched the
throng. how worthy of him and of his country was
that funeral train which bore his hody to the place
of rest, some of you saw and all have heard.

It seemed to me that | might well on that ocen-
sion, in company with the National Swif, take
place officially at the head of sueh Departments
and comrades as might asemble,

Aceordingly, the banner whieh symbolizes the |
authority of the National Encnmpment. deaped for |

& comrade as well as for the greniest and best-loved
soldier and citizen of his age, was carrvied at the
frunt of your eolumn on that memornble day,

The position assigned to the Grand Army in the
line of march was most honormble, and atb s close
it was our happiness to henr pronsunced by the
comrades of Post No. I, of Philadelplua, of which
he was o member, those last farewella contained in
our simple ritual for the dead.

GRANT MEMORIAL FUND.

There is no testimony to the strengtheniong force
of our inatitutions upon the self relinngt, self-respeot-
ing individuality of the citizen grester than thas
evidenced by voluntary associntion, and some men-
sure of proud self-snerifice for the accomplishiment
of purposes deur to him, which in other lunds would
be cunsidered the sole duty of the State, landividual
gratitude, State pride and National honor bave
combined through all the sges, in lands Christinn
and Pagan, to set up, but by the hand of authority,
mementoes of Ltheir heroes dead.

The mounds of mother earth, heaped and shaped
by the toll of wen, which bere and there dot our
land, testify thas the myrind feet who trod our
shores in the ages ail furgos felt shis inspiration.
There is no moere louclin 7 melody in bronze than
that statue of Abraham Lincoln, with its hand
stretched out in blessing over the head of & kneel-
ing slave, from whom the shackles have just fallen
off, puid for out of the first money earned by the
emnnc pisted race.

The Society of the Army of the Cumberland, by
its contributions, have erected w their best-loved
lender, Gen. Geo. Il. Thomas, an equestrinn statue
At the cost of §50,000, ‘

To Gen, James B. McPherson the Society of the
Army of the Tennessee has rnised u like memorinl
at the cost of 23500,

U the death of our Comrade Gent, the noble

of eommemoration was evoked in many parts
of our land.

In several jurisdictions municipal and individual
efforts were put forth to obtain the means necessary
for raising svine token of ndmiration and gratitade,
At the place of his Interment proposals for a monu-
ment, grand and cestly, were put forth, and an
assoclation was organized for prosecutiug the work
of eollection.

It seemed to many of our discreet comrudes, as it
did to me. that over and above any other associn-
tion of ecitizens the Grand Army of the Repubiie
would find it in its beart aund in accord with its just

and purpose, on behalf of its individoal mem-
rahip and oo behalf of its orgunized whole, to set

pup as the National Capital, where resides the ma-

2. ~WHOLE NO,
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264,

-
-

Yonr aitention is inviled to the statensent of il
acrount as furnisiiod Hy the Quarternuuter-Gies el

There la no reasen now, substantin of seutls
mental, why e proposed work should wob go
forward, 1 have it from the lips of lis cidest borm
that the proposal meecis the benrty coneuwrrence of
those who in life were nearest and deasestto o,
Thove are no encumbrances of plan or method 1o
stand in the way of this National Enesin ok
taking and molding the work to lts will, Tothas
end | refrained from sppoiating the committes gro-
posed in the cirouiar to determine upon plan and
place aad methods,

Weo appinud the fliness of the work of the Soe
cieties of the Army of (he Tennesses and the Cuase
beriand in dotng hohor to themselves by LBonoring
their MeFherson and Thomes. The Gruxl Army
of the Republic, the great whols of all the conguer«
ing host, can tind nowhers on the roll of Suann e
onme 18 for their garland mve only s who oems
manded all, and to whom st lnst aune the huvmwage
of every hesrl

Out of your wurplus fund yvon conld well sdd to
the good beginuing salrcwdy made, snd thias send
out with your nvitation for renewed efforts Ly (e
Posts the proofs of hearty co-opersiion,

I commend this work of love to you.

Commdes, it i= no smnll thing to have staod by
your clicriee at the hvwd of the Grmod Army of 1o
Unique in conception, ilustsions in
Beeatny of pats kolism, the cnlops
guurd of liberty, audd the very inbwesck of copmiity
and Inw-—no history »f this sroat nge will e come
plete without lnrge spuce devoted 1o the elucilaiion
of the lvsson the mere e xistenoe of suely s inutel je
tion tenches. | have not heen wble Lo wdd gt (o
e glovy, but by ol L4

-

yaur he have sueceei.
ards have notl bren lowered,

All a8 God wills, & [ittle more than 100 year o
on these plains asmd In thess valloys. the deve.s
sorvauls ol the mmrty r ehureh gathered the 10
ing natives umndder comseuralod doores,
them the suered sign, and tnught their feof T pes
i bane with the vesper bells, ') hey drank the »
of giandness from vines they had taught their Jarfce
skinued Neopbytes 1o dress, ey wolhved Thely
thanksgiviogs 1o the Moss High, shat, o= they
theught, they had added ancther to the < lirlstling

piean whoe should Rerever " walk belore tha
prel.” Weo know they only tnught the tribon fee
sing their funeral song and sbrived @ people for g
burisi. The reqquicm was Lol (uale suog cul w hem
the purpose which souzhi to wrest from Mevies
terrilory Ht for the empire of slavery begnn [o laka
shape. [ty hope and expectation were flzed upum
this shore as well as spon the Rio Grande . Lut ong
of the shining sands, out of s hiding place, stion
ever nature gave ib birth. sprang the glewum sad
the lure of the gold, and the rusbhing feot of Hese
men trampied out siike the re:nnant of e anciend
mee and domination, and broke in fragroeenls g
conspirney against liberty. The viotury of the mon
of 1818-'9, which gave to Cialifarnin the status ol &
free State, set in full ploy thase antagonbsms w oty
made Abrabam Lincuin Presidens of these Umiod
States, called Grant and Sherman aad all the grand
company whose remoant we are, to do baitle for
their country. and sent the scho of the song of
freedom (rom §,000,000 of mouths to gladden ail e
winds that biow.

Hudl, Califurnia! Iv was not orduined thut thy
cloudless skies should mirror from valley, Seid op
mine the toller ander the lash, but that thy sum
should kiss foraver only 1he deaghters of the froeg
We who were the hand of Providence to nmike
sure this great consummation, standiog within
your gates and eatehing the nutes of your shiwiness,
will sing togesher our country's anthem, and
lieve that its echo shall be ne fedeloss s Lhose |
perial dyes which gild your moantain-tops,

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S REFORT.

Below are the principnl featnres of the ans
naal report of Adjntant-General Cameoron, soume
of the tabular and other details being omitted 3

Beapg s Grasp ARMY oF THE Rarvatic,
Wasminarow, B C, July 15, 1886,
8. 3. Buroerr, Commander-in-Chief, Grand Army
of the Repahlic.

Commape: [ have the honor to submit the follows
ing report of the ogemtions of the Adjutant-Gone
eral’s oflive, and of the membership and condition
of the Order for the pask year.

The steength of the Grand Army of the Republie
in stunding, as shown by returns for

ending March 31, 18485, was 3%
Posta, and 260,604 mem e

On March 31, Do, 8 Deportments renoried 5,708
Posts and 295,537 members in good standing, & nol
gnin for the year of 779 Pruts amd 25,83 moembers,

The following table shows the strength of the
several Departinents and the guins of each in Fosle
and membershin between March 31, 1568, and Marely
31, 1886 :

NUMBER OF POSTS AND MEMBERR
| Ginins
Magoh 31, ‘“:nn:‘.
6. Meh.
- e,

-

Mareh J1,
1895,

Arkansas...........
5™ 11T T ——
Colomadeo...... ......
Conneoticulk. .. ...
Delaware ..o
Flarida........ i
Ui, i isonial
| 1151570 L T—
Indiann......cccoeeas
fown.
Kansas......ccomsins
T T —
.| T T ——
Massachusett=_. .|
Muryiand.... ...
Michigan...... ......

| anisl Ka

1T

.
.
.

)

I7. 2
S

2. (g5
16, <40y
R
L4607
3,044
7542
M
4,020
3714
Isg
W.377
47480
3137
2
1374
50
1087
2831
081
3041
il

[,
aa7
9,625

el

SE=

Missouri. ...
b (T TE T C—
Nebrankn ... vaiie
New Hampshire
New Jersoy....
New Mexico.......
New York.....cw.
[ T R
Oregon..... coae
Pennaylvanin., ..

Potomae,...........

Ehode Isiand.....|
Tenn, and Ga.. ...
TeEME..c.ocnnn cwrrsnes
Utah

Vermont ..o
L AL 1) ] ——
Wasnh, Ter. ...
West Virginia,. ...
Wisconsin. .........|

HNeFid

T

&

i
{1
16
K- 13

L3
W
il
L6
154
=
184

1
n
i
19
w
By
LA

MR T

T4
L1
750 164
897 24

B

]
2
.
]
.
L ]

TOlAlB.. ....c.... 5,026) 269,694 {5, 765 296,397 759 28,080
I |

RECAPITULATION.

Mombers in good standing March 3, 1855
Gained BY DS oo s rsmnmsarsnsnes, S UED
Guined DY SPRSIET ..o cvmrsrmrrrrrs sonens BT
Gained by reinsdulemment.. ... omoves s, i
Gained by delinquent reports ..o KHT

LT Y SRS—— e | 4

A gale... AW
Loss by death......... werasrererrereen e BU20

Loss by honorable diseharge.. ... 1205
Loss by dishonorable discharge............ 458
Loas DBY SUSPERSION. ... corvcirrmcnmarsrnsssssssns

Loss by delinquent reports.....cow.

Members in good standing Mazeh 31, 1554..... 296 337
Total number remsining suspended.............. W49
Total number of delinguent roporta............. X700
Number of Posts reportod March 31, 1885,
Number of Posts reported Mavoh 31, 1596
Netgain in membership during the year (in
good standing).... cooeimiranns
Net gain in Posts during the

cresmsrernarianre

., TBp—
Tho losses by delinguent reports are the

gato membership of each Most which have u:t—.ﬂ
their retotns to the Assistant Adjulant Genemld,

It is =afe to say that if the proper officers of these
Posta bicl reported, (nad there ls nottho
reason why they should not have done so, sxceph
cnrelessness, ineffiviency, and viclation of obligee
tion,) the number remaining in good standing re=
ported to you would be 299,087,

IN MEMORIAM,

A poet hins sald that in individual life we rise **
stepping stones of our dend selvesto hi;hunhd
the Republie rises on the glorous achieves
ments of its dend and living beroes o & higher sod
e fy ulfie' show that 3,020
or the year show
hnwp::a-n mastered out by death. ——
T?utnllgmhu reported from July, 1871, o Mavoly
“8o live that whon thy summons comes to join

The innumerable caravan which moves

To that mysterious renlin where esch shall take
His chamber in the silent bails of death,

Thou g not, like the quarry siave as nighs,
Seourged to Lis dwsgeon, but, sustuiued and

it et apguvnill U
unfiltering A ave
Lmau{ﬂuﬁ

a?mmuwnwm
About him and lies down to plessant
IN ALD OF THE DESTITUTE
. . "Think nut the good,
Jﬂhdﬂdlolm.mmﬁn
die forgotten all ; the the
mmmmmmm.
daily own the bounty of thy :

Shall o heavn,
The
pended by e+

sann




