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e 1 Sufferinas that
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Yhile at Balems an incident occurred of
preat interest, lor w hich I am indelited to

Capt. . T. Ewing, of the batterp, whose

words ] guote:

“QOue little incident, one among a thon-
gand, 1 well remember, It has always re

mained fized indQibly in my memory. It
occurred on the erest of the hill overlooking
Salem, as we entered that place from the
A Lientenaut had gone in advance

T was rid-

porth,
witk ene section of my battery.
ing along witl
the battory, and os we reached the top of the
hill 2 lady came ont and asked to look at
the flag, Ter face was pele and bloodless.
| had no ides what she wanted. We saw

ilsli

the flag every day. It got to be old with

ms. Jte stare gleamed ouly in a matter-of-
fj 135 onl

fact war, and the anfurling of its fuidsonly

stirred us on extreordinary copusions, She

biad not secu it for years,
“1 ordered George Martin to let her see it,
He rode up to her and gave it into her hands,

|
I was intenscly anxious to know what she

would do with it. Thinking of Col. Ells-
worth's experience at Alexandria, Va, ]
would not Lave been surprised to bave seen
her tear it inte ribbons. 1 can never forget
her looks as ghe eagerly and passionately

FOLDED IT To JIER DOSOM

a5 2 mother would ber long-lost child when |

reslored 1o Ler arms. For several minutesshe
remained, golbing aloud, and st last, when
ghe gave it back, it was with bright emiles
threngh tears of real joy avd gladness.”

Wiile this scene was going on the smoke
wos onling upward and hiding the clonds,
while milis, (;‘l(']-n!a‘ storchouscs and other
public property were being rapidly con-
sumed. The only happy people wesaw were
the Blacks, who were permitted to carry away
food from the burning buildings, aud who
were exulting at the great reduction in the
oott of flour, I was very dear in the morn-
ingz. but cheop now.

We alwoys felt bad that we did not get

that locomative and train, It would have
b uice to have gone up the road and

bad a clial with Longstreet, asd then return
toward Iynchborg and Richwond and secn
Jubul Larly, who was Lunting ws with sll
hi: In this case, a8 in many othors,
where two persons want the same thing at

mignt.

the some time, one must yield,. Under the
Ccireninstanees we yielded,

When onr werk was doue aud the dany was
nearly gone, the head of the colemn was
divveted to the rear over the road we hand
tnlon ineoming. We bad suffcred much to
Eel Jhere,
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in the midst of the most fearfal mountain
elorws of wind and rain and sleet & con-
stuntiy-falling thermometer and swelling
slrcn amid «ll these we had moved for-
ward and gaived our purpose. The encu)
bad
BEEX GIVEN A BlOw
which for gudaecity and rupidity of execu-
tiok Liad nol been oguiloed 1 auy force on
our sille during the whole war. It far eox-
col fohin Morgan's rodd inte Indiana and
Olip, ¥He bad warm weather, pocdl roads,
plenly of foed. MHe found sbundant fresh
borses on Vs ronte.  Jie had no fosces spe-
clully aftor Lim for some time. Thore were
IR ount iy TR T¢ strocd s e ner] a
nowoun win s ] ¢ strock no i portaut
points. lle did little linrm to his enciny,
and was fivally bunted like a deer and

driven to bay, overwhelmed and routed, and
be, bimsell, commitied to the Olio peni-
teutiory. Ilis raid fashed ont and was o
misercble fuilure

We Lad gove through monntains with few
passcs, and cupable of the most perfect de-
feuse. We had outmarched and outma-
nuvered five difficrent commande. We had
Eone into the very heart of Virginia and cut
the communications of the enemy. Bo far,
good. DLut now for the return and for suf-
ferings, dangers, marches and manuvers, of
which we could have no sdequate idea, as

WE BEGIN OUR JOURNEY HOMEWARLD.

Welefl Bulew the sawe day we entered it

|
|

nceof

h the guidon at the head of |

‘1;.

. , | o
December 16, and moved as rapidly as possi- | Charleston, W. Va., and after the war was

National

“TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS

WASHING

ble toward New Castle. The meuntain storms | arrested for the murder of a speculator

1

bad filled every stream on our way to over-

flowing, but all these we crossed without the | a preliminary hea

least difficulty, until we reached Craig's
Creek. Here a stream of insignificant size
ordinarily, but now an impassable torrent,
stopped our progress. Plans for erossing
woere st once devised, bit they all proved
Night came, and the troops

impracticable,
went into bivousc and a body of sconts was
back to Salem over the road we had
Just passed to inform the people that we

were relurning.

sent

It secws, from Gen. Titzhugh Lee's ac-

count of bis share in the attempt to capture ;
us, that this movement of onr scouts led |
I 1o such changes in Gen. Jubal Early’s orders

SiuE Prussep rae Frac 10 Hie Bosom.

to him, and also to Imboden, that our es-
cape was made a comparatively easy matter,
Gen. Loe, with his own division and Gen.
Iaboden's some 3,000 men in the saddle, was
on his way at this time to Covinrton, W.Va,,
intending to place himself in our front and
await our arrival, with every assurance of
our capture or destruaction. Gen. Lee has
kindly furnished me a few lines, giving his
recollection of that affair, He gays:

1 moved from Staunton via Lexington to Collicrs-
tovwn, on the road Hem lexington to Caovinglon,
renclilag thnt poiat vory nde ot agist Next tmarn-

g my command was in the saddie by light,
farcaing for Uevington, and upon armriviag st
the top of the moualsia, some cight or 10 miloes

'ulu\'l.h,‘ 0l 1 ey I\'-'nl i arder frn:“
Faly 1o roetorn to the main Valley of Vi
al Lexing tht Avorell had
raig's Ureek too high 1o cross on dis woy back
from “alem, and would protaidly return by Lthe
minin Valley o Virginin. 1 wes directod to relara
and move down tut valley in the direciion of
Buckhnunon to dulereept Ll fu thet way.

I seoms thist alter Averell lefl Salem, he did
find Croig's CreelN which crossed the rosd & num-
ber of times) very hiigh, snd stopped 1o make his
Arrpugernenis for orossing iU, send ng & rearguand

from
LT T
b

I provecton of boas command while making
these arrang ment Citlzens of Salom following
Sl tradl saw the cavaley us i it wos runrching back
aguin, aud rode ragddiy back 10 Yaletn, where the

beegronply wires hsd been pul up agei

Eraplicd ol the swway srvend to Yiaunton that Gen
Averell was relurn g ¢ lem ; wheneugs Ceemy
Farly sesl & courler 1o posthaste giving we
Lt afur mantion 1761 Laad ot bieen for al, nuasd 1
had eomtinoed my marel Lo ( avington, 1 would
tuve repched Uit polot with my foree, inereased by
g Lot Lt ade, under Goen, Limboden, a fow baurs
bolore Gen, Avercll did. Averell's smnsunition
Wiin Wl nnd Lids aen very msuch fatigued, and |
thi cunconiier there had all thie clemcents of
suorass o any lnvor, as | would have plantod my-
BB TS soross Lits path, which 1a that country,

B You ko

Iy ngTow,
While we were crossing Craig's Creek
Cons. Lee d Imboden, in
obediznce to orders from Gen. Early, were
riding

* 3y
il

Seven 8 1
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as repidly ss possible out of our way

]

and making a long cireuit toward our right
acd rear. Larly in the moming of the 17th
we finiched erossing the ereck, the flood
having subsided somewhat, hut being still |

furious. The command crossed by

SWINMING THE HOKSLS
and dragging the artillery over by ropes,
sulinerging the gunsand caissous completely,
L

The ammmuuition for the guns was prop rly

cared for aud was kept dry.  The crossiug of

the guns and ambulances was the most seri-
ous dillealty, butl a dogged perseverance, 10-

getber with ingenuity to device ways
LEeanF, con

and
ucered everything,

halted at
1

Y \
ut ::, ©ro

During the night w New Castle.
pped to below
vo, bitter winds came whistling down the
valley, and the waicr terned rapidly into
ice as the chilled men and horses came out
of the stream.

The temperature sud
b

The ammunition of many of
the men hud became llu!-ii!‘-'lit.‘l, and was
worthless, Guus carbines and pistols were
more or less splashed by the water, and were
in mavy cases filled with ice and frozen

tolid. A battle at this time was utterly out |
| of the

question. The men felt the eold

piercing them to the marrow. No time was
given for lires Lo dry clothing or to thaw oat
runs

, or do anything for the comfor
command. This was

A CHASE

of the
FOR 1LITE,

1 1o Jear if the en my was vigi-
Though Lee and Imboden were, it was

We had ©
Jant.
hoy

i

411

|

of our way, we would meet with
Geng, Jounes, Beliols

ed, o1

and W, L. Jackson wha

(
e

would, in the u e of things, occupy the

pnsses of d the by idges. Soraelime in the
pight we reacked Beotl's Station, apd found
Gen, Joues on top of the mountain. That
WUy Wi od touws. Licut-Cul.
I"oleley, of the ®h W. Va. Cav., was ordered

1 up the mountain and make all

il
“." ':‘
h
evidaatly dos

J!J-|'-.

| the bluster and uolse possible, build numer-

ous cawplires, and wake the impression that
wo intended to force our way. This had the
desired «flect. Gen. Jones awaited our ap-
proach, lying on his arms all that dreadfol
night, aud did net ascertain until nemly
noun next day that no enemy was in frout,
but that we had escaped him st least, by
taking an unfrequented road to our right
toward Jackson's River and Covington. This
road Jed down Barber's Creck, and it secins
was the only road mot picketed by cither
Gen. Jones or Gen. Jackson,

At Beoit's Station a guide was forced in
the porson of Dr. Wiley, a practitioner in
that Jocality. He afterward settled in

found |

iy, Bd tele- |

WN=ZS

named Tift. He wes admitted to bail after
. ring, and absconded.

The night march down Barber's Creek will

' .
be remembered by the command as one of | our extreme advance, when we heard a rider

ithe
MOST DISAGREEABLE AND TRYING

marches it ever made. The road was rough, | an enemy who was unconscious of our ap-
| often through the woeds, the path covered | proach. He was allowed to ride up and bid
in places by fallen trees and Jogs, over which |

the weary horses stumbled and sometimes

fell. The awfal demand of nature for sleep |
called lond and unrelenting. Hunger ap- | going?”
| plied in vain for satisfaction,

Cold—and so
cold !

A fire,a warm menl and a bed were worth
millions of money, but this boon could not
be bought. What visions of loaded tables,

minds,
princely house, Sce the .illuminated win-
dowsand the guests passing here and there.
I imagine I can hear the music as it floats
softly out to greet my ear. My active taste
and smell scem to cateh in the airthe savory
viands that are prepared for a King’s enter-
tainment. Shall we stop here? Is this in-
deed the fairyland of which I read in boy-
hood days? Ah! it is only
A STRANGE HALLUCINATION

—the outbreakings of a hungry, tired, frozen
and nearly dead man. I am still on my
horse, Iying prone on his neck, which I em-
brace with my arms, and the faithful steed
is carrying me on through the dark night,
from shadow to shadow, and all around me
are men and borses marching, suflcering,
hungering just as I am. O, what has be-
come of the romance of soldiering — the
beating drums, marching men, praucing
horses and waving flags? That was the
poetry of war; this is the bitter reality,
robbed of all its charm,

Thus the night wore wearily away. Late
in the dark evening of the next day found
us near Jackson's River, five miles below
Covington and the bridge we must cross if
we escape. No enemy had been in our front
all the day long. This was the only road
Jackson failed to picket. He was at Clifton
Forge, and had been ordered by Fitzbhugh
Lee 10
STAY THERE AXD CAPTURE STRAGGLELS
who might endcavor to escape from thelnain
force, which Lee expectled to eng
slroy at Covington. Gen. Jackson says:

I made a foreed march from Warm Springs to
Cl'ion Forge,
ron to phnﬁ'c-al to the biidge near Coavingtlon aud
destroy 1t. This (the destruction of the bridge)
Maj. Lady left to seme citizens, and it was peg-
lecvted, He etfected the cagture of the ambulances,
ote, and reporied to me that the whole foree of
Gen, Avercll had made good its esenpe. That
night 1 woved from Clifton Forge o Jackson's
Liver Depatl, and hearing the report of Maj, Lady
und eltizens, gove up the chase, In the morming,
with thiree of my #afl, | started to investigate the
biridge, and when near it we discovered the ap-
proach of your regiment [ 1ath Pa. Cav, ], which had
gol between me and the bridge. Weled our :u-p;:q
up the mountain to avold caplure, and saw this
regiment flle past us. My command at Jackson's
iver Depot knew polhing of this, and ns soon as

.

1 could safely do so I returned to wy foree and | .. .
| Springs
. l |¢b -

followed in pursait as fur as White Sulphur Springs,
bt conld not overtake your foree., A splendid op-
portunily was lost Lo me,

By quoting Gen. Jackson I have some-
what anticipated. As we reached the river,
at the mouth of Barber's Creek, we found
oursclves opposed by a weak and hesitating
force. Our advanee, consisting of Co's A, B,
D and F of the 8th W, Va. Cav,, pushed
forward rapidly and kept the encmy on the
run most of the way up to the bridge, A
goid part of the day—19th-—was consumed
in muking this march and reaching the
bridge. The enemy in our front k
sight gand made an ivcflectnal resistauce.
A uumber of times I ordered a charge on
thew, but they would pot stand—rushing
away as rapidly as horses could carry them,
to appear again farther on, and to annoy and
impede us. When night came on the dark-
ness became dense. We moving on
unknown roads, where the hostile foirce had

WETC

TON,

a
langhing friends and delightful peace and | There was no chance to get away ar to de-
rest passed over our strangely-bewildered | stroy the paper. It informed Gen. Jackson
Yonder is a beantiful ecastle, a ! that Averell had escaped from Jones's front,

we and de- | At once by a charge. By this time we were
| in sight of the fires at the opposite end of

1 ordered Mej. Lady with a squad- !

| Snorting aud blowing

| everything and took the lead.
lof. I looked for a plunge through the

' enemy, under the command of Maj. Lady,
t‘li'_ in I

| possession of the bridge.

every advaniage over us, and cutnumbered |

us
MORE THAN FIVE TO OXE
An unusnal eccurrence took place at this

time. The enemy that bad been in our
front stole off the main road, took a side road,

and sat there on their horses and allowed the
adviuce to pass without noticing them, As
1.
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Haviixag 1HE Guxs
we passed some of us thooght we heard
horses move in the roads on our flanks,
and noticed what appeared to be men on
horseback. Later developments revealed
that we were correct, for when our
advance had passed, and the main body
was by this road, the enemy appearcd in
front of the ambulances, filled with sick
and wounded men, and our few wagons, and
directed them off the main road into Jack-
son’s camp, without letting the drivers know
the characler of their guides. Some of the
wen in the ambulances did not
ENOW THLY WERE PRISONERS

until full daylight revealed the situation to
them. Following the wagons was our rear-
guard, the 14th Pa. Cav., which was deccived
by this movement and followed on for some
fime before the sad mistake was discovered,

WIDOW AND ORPHANS.™

URSDAY,

D. C., TH

' SEPTEMBER

9%

M*v,

1887,

While this was going on in the rear of the
column there was business in front of the
most lively sort. As the advance moved on
three officers were riding side by side im-
mediately behind one or two men who were

in the darkness coming toward us from the
direction of the bridge. He was evidently

us good evening, when he asked, * Where
are you going? "
We answered by asking, “ Where are you

He replied, without hesitation: “I am
going to Gen. Jackson with a dispatch from
Gen. Jones™

Instantly revolvers were pointed at him,
nd he was ordered to give up that dispateh.

and had gone by way of Barber’s Creek to-
ward Covington, and ordered Jackson to
muke sure of the bridge by destroying it,
informing him that he (Gen. Jones) wounld
move as rapidly as possible to Callahan’s.
This dispatch was at once conveyed to

~
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Gen. Averell, who seut a staff officer forward,
ordering us to

to the commanding officer, Lieut.-Col.
Blakely, to do the best he could, and to re-
Jjoin the main body if possible by the ford.
The river had fallen some; the weather was
still very cold, but this did not deter the
brave riders.

A ford was found above the bridge, which
was passable at low water, but deep and
dangerous now. Into this the rear-gunard
plunged, and almost every man erossed over
safely. A citizen saw the crossing, who
writes me that

IT WAS A SPLENDID SIGHT.

Now we were all together again, moving
forward to gain Callahan’s as soon 2s possi-
ble. The enemy was fechble in our front,
and the destruction of the bridges in our |
direction. But he was making every effort
could not pass out by either of the two reg-
ular roads open to us. Gens. Echols and
McCausland were somewhere on our left or
front.

At this time we did not know where Fitz-
hugh Lee and Imboden were, and if they
were in the vicinity of Warm Springs they
might easily get in our front if we moved by |
Marr’s Hill toward Huntersville, in Poeahon-
tas County. This was one of the ecritical .
times of the campaign. We were not out of |
the woods by any means, though so far away |
from Salem and fully half way back.

Gen. Averell went into bivouae here for a
little needed rest and to give himself time
to decide

WHAT TO DO XEXT.

It is said that the negroes were called to
headquarters, and one, a boy perhaps 12
years ¢ld, said e knew a way across Green-
briar River by & ford far above Lewishurg. |
He had been there to mill with his master. |
Hearing this, Gen. Averell put the boy on a
horse, ordered “boots and saddles” to be
sounded, and then “ forward.” The boy led
us up Cggle’'s Creek and down Anthony's
Creek, over the Alleghany Mountains—high,
rough, wild and icy. The horses were taken
from the artillery and long ropes attached :
men were dismounted, and drew the six
picces up and down tkat fearful mountain
path.

How we reached the summt and got safely
down was a wonder of wonders to us all. Ouly
the fact that we Lad done it could not be de-

TAKE THOE BRIDGE

the bridge. We conld see men standing
about them. We were evidently not dis-
covered. We moved wp carefully, formed the
column close, and etsried, o - hing Jawly
at first, but as the enemy aroused Hlauself |
and began to realizo the sitnation by firing
at us, the command 19 charge was given, and
on we moved with a rush.

What a clatter of hoofs on the wooden
floor, and how the horses crowded on the
front line! I was riding a wind-broken
horse we had “ borrowed™” at White Sulphur
He had beéen on the track, and
when the charge began he became farious.

"
sbin

£ A STEAMBOAT,
he ecould not be coutrolled, but passed

My hat flew

bridge into the waters of the furious stream,
for I expected the floor would be found torn
up at the other end. Fortunately the floor
was all right, the bridge strong, and the

very kind to give way, £0 that we made
a safe landing on seolid ground acnd were in

But our tronble was not ended with this
A company was left to hold the
bridge for the main bedy, while the rest of
us rushed on to Covington to seize another
brid;ze over the same stream on the opposite
side of the town. Secarcely had we left the
first bridge until the enemy had rallied and
retaken it, but only for a minute, for before
the torch could be applied they were driven
off;, and the bridge was then firmly held
uniil we destroyed it the next morning,

Mosjng to Covington, we took the town
from the rear. It was midnight and past
when our advance entered the sleeping vil-
Inge. Our noise and clatter soon aronsed
the people. Stables were searched for horses,
now so sadly necessary for artillery, until
quite a number wers gathered. A number
of rebel soldiers and one officer were capt-
ured. The bridge was easily takep, Lieut.
Wingfield with a small squad rode through
it to the reserve post and guietly

TOOK THE BOYS ALL IN,
much to their disgust and surprise.

Now we had the way open for our escape.
Jones eould not get down from Sweet Spring
Mountain in time to get to Callahan’s hefore
we got there. Then we thould have two
ronds ont—one to Lewisburg and the Big
Kanawha, the other by way of Pocahontas
County scross the Greeabriar River to Bey-
erly, in Randolph County.

While we were getting along nicely in the
front and were opening the way for a safe
retreat, the rear wes mot moving along so
smoothly. The enemy was thoronghly
aroused, as he saw his game almest escaped
from Lis hands,

Gen. Averell ceemed to be slowly coming
forward with the main body., When he
had finally crossed the bridge day was
dawning, and the rear guard—the 14th Pa.
Cav.—was still far behind and con!d not be
communicated witl. A number of mes-
scngers sent 10 hasten them forward came
back becanse the encmy was on the road
between us. After a while the encumy ap-
peared on the other side. That seemed to
indicate that

OUR FRIENDS WERE CAPTURED,
or were seeking some other way out. The
enemy strongly covering the bridge, Gen.
Averell ordered fire set to it, and when the
blaze was at its hight the lost command ap-
peared in sight, on its way to a ford above
which was undefended.

A rebel oflicer demanded the surrender of
the regiment.  The commander was disposed
to listen to terms, bat a nnwber of the offi-
cers protested, and the regiment fought its
way to the ford. Gen, Averell called over

BllICCess.

{ Beverly.

sent for to Beverly and our famished men and

column moved into Beverly, and was now
safely within our lines. At Edray Gen. Averell

| command, consisting of

arranged in a line extendiag from Staunton to New-

nied. It would seem that now we were safe
from pursuit, bat the rear-guard saw the ene- |
my in sight much of the time, though keeping
at a safe distance. This was evidently simply
an escort to see us safely across the river sad |
on our way home.

Our advaunce reached the Greenbriar River at
dark the evening of Dec. 20. We found the
Slivau swolicn auu

FULL OF FLOATING ICE.

It secmed imposvible to cross. Gen. Averell |
in person directed the crossing, and tested the
ford. Cakes of ice from 10 to 15 feet square,
and heavy enongh to submerge a horse, were
constantly passing. The order came to plunge
in and ecross. This was done without loss. The
command was in no mood to hesitate. Hunger, |
cold, exhaustion had done their utmost. Men
had lost the ordinary feelings of their kind, |
beat only on taking care of self; and thus each |
wman pressed over,

Unce aeross, the head of the eolumn halted
to awzit the main body, and the exhausted
men literully fell to the ground and slept.
When the order to move forward came it was
almost impossible to get the men up and on
their horses. I rode up to one after another,
and by punching them with my sword arcused
them and induced them to mount. Ordinary
calling was useless,

But searcely had we gotten under way again
when ount of the darkness we =aw a familiar
flash aud heard reports that told us in some
way the enemy had

PLACED HIMSELF IN OUR FRONT.
Halting to form an attacking foree, Co. C of
the 8th W. Va. Cav., Capt. Charles Smith, was
ordered to charge, and with ayell they plunged
into the darkness and pushed the enemy en-
tirely beyond, where a junction was formed of
our road with the pike between Lewisbury and
Here we turned to the right, and for
the first time in 10 days and pights went into
camp at Hillsboro,

The encmy was now entirely in our rear,
barring the danger from Early at Warm |
Springs. His strongest columns were too fur

“PLAYED Out.?

awnay to strike us, and the force following us

too contemptiblo to notice. The next day we
moved leisurely to Edray, where supplies were

horses stopped not until we met them 12 wilos
from that place. On Christmas Day, 1863, our

forwarded the following
TELEGEAM TO WASHINGTON :

Epray, Pocanoxtas Co., W. Va., Dee. 91,
vin BEVERLY, Dee. 22, 1563,
To Maj.-Gen. HaLLeck, General-in-Chief :

I have the honor to report that 1 e¢nt the Vie-
ginia & Tennessce Railroad ot Salem on the 16th
inst., nnd have arrived safely at this point with my
b the 24, 3d and Sth Va. M'v'd
Inf,, 14th Fa., Gibson's battalion of cavalry, and
Ewing's battery.

At Salem three depots were dostroyed, conlalnlng
2,000 barrels of fouar, 10,000 bushels of wheat, 100,000
bushels of shelled eorn, 50,000 bushels oats, 2,000
barrels meat, several cords of leather, 1.000sacks of
salt, 31 boxes clothing, 20 bales of cotton, a large
amount of harness, shoes and saddles, equipments,
tools, oll, tar, and varlous other stores, and 100

WAgons,

'!“Ifa'z telegraph wire was cut, coiled and barut for
half a mile.

The water-station, turntable and three ears were
burned, aud the track torn up and rails heated and
destroyed na much as ible in six hours, Five
bridges and several culverts were destroyed over
an extent of 15 miles,

A large quantity of bridge timber and repalring
materials were nlso destroyed,

My march was retarded oceasionally by the tem-
pest in the mountains and tho ey roads,

I was obliged to swim my ecommand and dmg
my artillery with rosu neross Cralg's Creek seven
times in 24 hours, On ma return | found six sepa-
rate commands. under Gens. Early, Jones, Fitz
Lee, Imboden, Jackson, Echols and MeCausinnd

port, upon all the available roads, to prevent my re-
tarn. 1 eaptured a dispatch from Gen. Jones to
Gen. Early, giving me the position aod that of

rear held him off for a short time from that |

to prevent our escape, and it was elear we |

| I have mentioned few persons in this paper,

| things, got

| wholly soguarded,

selected to enrry.

I marched from the front of Jones tothat of
Jackson at night. His outposts were pressed in at
A gallop by the Sth Ve M'v'd Iof., snd the two
bridges neross Juckson's River were saved, al-
thongzh fgots hind bhoen s

My column, about four miles long, hasteneil neross,
regardless of the encmy, natil all but my ambu-
lences, a few wagons and one regiment had prsssocd,
whea a strong effort was made to retake the first
bridge, in which they did not sucreed.

The ambulances and some sick men were lost,
and by the darkness and difflealties the inst regi-
ment was detained upon the opposite side until
morning. When it was ascertained that the enemy
scomed determined to malntain his position up the
cliffs whieh overlooked the bridyges, I eaused the
bridge, which were long and Ligh, to be destroved,
and the enemy Immediate!y ehanged his position
to the flank and rear of the detachment, which
was eut off. I zent orders to the Lith to destroy
| our wagaons 'tnrl_ come to me across the river, or

over the moantains,

They swum the river with the loss of only four
men, who were drownesd, and joined me. in the
meantlime forees of the oncwy were eoncentrating
upon me ft Callahun's over every available rond
ik one, whiel was deenied mpracticable, but by
which I crossed over the topof the Alleghanivs with
my eommand, with the exception of four eaissons,
which were destroyed in order lo increase thoe
teams of the picces,

My loss ia six men drowned, one offfeer and four
men wounded, and four oflicers and % men miss- :
ing.

We eaptured abaut 20 prisoners, but on acesunt
of their mnabliity to walk have retained but 40 ol
cers and 80 men. We took nlso about 130 horses.

My horses have subsisted entirely upon » poor
Country, and the oflicers nud men have gsoifered
coid, bunger and tizue with remarkable forti-
tude. My command bhas marehed, elimbed, slid
and swam 335 miles since the Sth inst,

W. W, Avenerr,
Brigndier General.

An officer of thisexpedition, on hearing I was
writing an aceonnt of it, said te me: * You
cannot do it justice.” T realize how true this
remark i3, No pen ean describe the terrible
mareh, the storm . Snow, ice, cold, !I-:f,-]:‘, suf-
ferings and escapes of this notable eampaign.

because if praise is given at all, it should be to
every oune, and not to a few,

Some will read this aecount and will be disap-
pointed beeaunss incidents Mmiliar to them are
not noticed, but every soldier knows there are
a3 many phases to a bultle or eampnign as there
are faces amougz men. No two see the same
the same impression of what they see,
or have the same way of telling it. It is sutii-
cient for me to say that this account is fair
and impartial from my standpoint,

I elose by copying Gen. B, E. Lee’s indorse-
ment on the reports sent to him of the eflurts
made for our caplure:

Hrapgranrees, Dee, 26, 1362

Respeetfully forwarded for formation of the
Department. Iigh waters and erronecus reports,
with wvntownrd eve v prevented the suecess of
the arrangements thut [ hoped would have re- |
sulted in Averell's capture, B E Lz,

General.

v
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=

s

[The End.]

[’;\.t the

[ request of Capt. Rife, the anthor, a
“proof™ of the first part of this article, pub-
lished two weeks ugo, was sont to Gen., Avere!l,
Bath, N. Y., that any errors of fict might be
corrected. Owing to the General's temporary
absence from home the proof was not received
until alter the ! gone to press. Gen.
Averell says that Gen. Kelley had nothing to
do with the pian of the campaign: he did uot
know whers Longstrect s supplies were. Aver-
ell was directed to fina them, and was left to
choose his own way. The litter dictated the
diposition and direction of all the anxiliary
forees, n," took with % = on the raid but 2500
men of his own command. Cupt. Ewing's bat-
tery had bat foar guns instead of six. Brovet
Brig.-Gen. John H. Oley commanded the Sth
W. Va. iostead of the Tth. It was a mistake to
say that Gen. Avercll had ordered all the troops
away from New Creek—where there was o
larze quantity of supplies—and left that place
It was fully protected, as
Gen. Imboden (Confederate) wonld have dis-
covered had he neted apon the wrong informa-
tion he had on this point.—Eprror NATIONAL
TripUxE.)
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Written for Tne Nartoxas
INSVITATION TO JOIN THEGRAND ARYY.
BY DI. W. M. GRAY.
Come, boys, and join our loval ranks,
Our badge of honor wear :
All ye that earned the ecantry’s thanks
Should muster with ns thers,
Yo who in war stood side by side
When death your legions tore,
Let nothing now your hearts divide—
Be fricnds forevermorge.

'rinrNr,

We ask not what ye may have been
If ye were only true;

An entrance you may surely win
All ye that wore the blne.

What was your station or degree
We ask of no one !H.‘l’t‘.

8o you are what you nsed to be,
And .'-.ij"-'l: andl sincere,

Here all are equal, all the same,
To all we give our hand ;

We only sk an honest name
To join our loyal band,

Then wait no longer, nor delay,
Come join the G AR.,

Nor lose, my Iads, another day

Before you wear our star,

We'll fight our battles o'er agnin,
And taik of those whe fell,

And times that tried our souls, and when
None could the futare tell ;

When day by day in blood ezpired
A comrade and a friend,

Till hearts grew faint and pationee tired
In waiting for the end.

Ah, those were timea that tried us all,
The Leart of friend and foe,
When nona eould tell who next would fall,
Or who be next to go;
When fice and pillage o’er the land
Sent up their lurid light,
And scenes as terrible as grand
Made day of murky night.

Then blood-stained fields on every hand
Proclaimed how haxd ye fought

To save our herituze so grand,
That blood and trensure bought;

When treason, unrebuked at first,
Thrust up its hyden heml,

Till loyal men for venss

And fought till it was des

hen, comarades, friends and veterans, all,
Outside no longer stay;

AL once into our columns fall,
Nor wait aucther day.

We wn gold,
Hezve shieller is, and rest:

Our hearts nre neither hard nor cold,
As thousands have confesscd,

offer Lo you more th

Here yon will fes] and he at homie,
As brethren ever should ;

Nor longer will you wish to roany,
Devoid of 5o much good.

Then haste, my boya, for well we know
Our wish you will abey ;

Nor more will wander to and fro,
Uneertain of the way,

Where siren from the path will lure,
And tempt your feet to stray,
To where destruction waiteth sare
For all that leave the way.
Wo offer suecor o'vr and o'er
To comrades in distress ;
Sure loyal men ean do no more,
Nor ask of you for less.
|
Sho Knew Where It Was,
(Indianapolis News.)

“8is,” he mid, “do you know where my
base-ball mask is? I've hunted high aad low
for it."

“I didn’t know you wanted to use it to-duz,
Dick,"” said his sister, uneasily.

“Well, I do.”

“1'Il see if I can find it for you, and she wen:
upstairs.

She found it without much trouble.
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GEN. BLACK'S REPORT.

The Commissioner Reviews the Work

of the Pension Bureom,

—_——
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[IOWING.

An Interesting Resume of For-
eign Pension Systems.

-

SERVICE AND DISABILITY.

- ——

Some Pertinent Recom mendae

tions as to Needed Legislation.

-—

The Commissioner of Pensions, Gen. John
C. Black, has submitted his snnual report to
the Secretary of the Interior. I3 is so in-
teresting a document to the veterans that we
reproduce it below in full. Gen. Blagk’s re.
view of the pension system of other Nations
will be found especially interesting, and
embodies new matter not hefore published
in the United States. The text of the re-
port isas follows :

Fue Sgererany o Az INTERIOR.

Sim: During the pase quarter of s contury
the Burean of Pensions has devy! ped from an
inconsiderable oflics to one whose ¢ ientage ia
ansarpassed in numbers, whoso disbursements
are very greal, and whesa operati
tended into almost every Conn
District in the United States. This develop-
ment has rendered neeessary great and radical
ehanges and a reorganization in the methods of
the Burean,

eanse of widespread interest and inquiry
and because 1 believe that the ta X-DIULVErs are
entitied to know the proecesses by which theip
moneys are disbursed, as well as the mere naked
resnlts of the dishursements. [ have thonght
best to present to you this report of tha methods
of the Burcan of Pensions as as present cons
ducted,

[ have therefore directed the chief of cach
division to present a stutement of the meathods
and workings of his division, aud I append the
same to this repors, .

One who is interested in the study of the
pension system of the Government will find all
needed information in the sccompanying de-
tailed reports; and I submit here, a8 introe
duetory thereto, & brief skoteh of the nrogress
of a case through the Burean of Pensions:

MAIL DIVISION.

All matter addressed to the Bureau of Pene
siona, or to the Commissioner, or to any othee
officer theresf, is received in the Wail Divizion,
whero it is opened and examined to determine
whethier is ia personal or official, and if official,
to what division it pertasins; and is forworded
a% once, after bBeing storaped -0 recasded, to
that division. AIl matter reaching the Mail
Division i« distributed on the duy of its receipt.

Applications arc sent from tho Mail to the
Recurd Division and there euntered upen the
records of that division. From the Record Di-
vision they are sent to the proper sdjodicating
divisions, whore the eluims are to he considered,

THE ADJUDICATING DIVISIONS

The Adjudicating Divisions are five in nome
ber: Firss, is the Old War and Navy, which has
jarisdietion of claims arising in the Regulap
Army and Navy, and in the old waz sepvigg—
the Mezican war and the war of 1512 and all
other wars for which pensions or bonnty lands
are or have been granted, save that of 156165,

The remaining Adjudieating Divisions are
the Eastern, Middle, Southern and Western.
The Eastern Division has el of all claims
originating in military organizations fromy the
States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermons,
Massachusetts, Rliode Liland, Connectieut, Now
York, New J« and Delaware.

The Middle Division has charge of 2ll claime
originating in military organizations from the
States of Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan,
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The Westorn Division has charge of all elaimns
orizinati n military organizations from the
States of Indiana, Hlinois, lows, Wisconsin,

Minnesota, Nebraska, Kansas, Nevada, Coloras
do, California, OUregon, aud the several Terrie
[url"w',

The Sounthern Division has charge of all

claims originating in military organizations
from the Stales of Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia, Novth Carolina, South Caroling,

na, Georgin, Floridu, Alnbhams, Missourd,
Distriet of Columbia, and the
if colored tyoops. (The
inating 1o military organizges
" means in the titular servieo of the
have reference to the pres-
E}n'-'.'un::l.\} wldress of thea

iL10NS

L

i
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or

claimant.)
When & case has reached an Adjudieating Di-
vigion it i3 placed by the Chiel thereof in the

hands of an Examiner, w
law s )

aradion i@ ¢

no proceeds with the
neh ealis fop
¢ throug's she preper channels npon the
gimant, his attornoy, and the War Departe
the Sargeon-General's Ofico, and the
word 1 1 a8 may be neccessary to detars
mins the He also resorts all sach
available means of information as, in his besg
Judgment, are requisite for establishing the
justiee or otherwise of theclaim. When a elainy
is found complcte

of ¢l 150, making

[y

4y

il reaily for admission op
for rejection it is forwandled from the exwnines
throogh the chief of his section to the ehicf of

divis }

the ion, pussing the seratiny of sach of
these ollicials, and is then sent to the Board of
Reviow.

The intermediate steps of this process v
according to the emergzencis of each case. :ugl
may be & very simple case wilh unpls proof Im
the record, and in the present condition of the
man, to show the jnsiice ov injustice of his
claim. A medieal examination = ordered

Laen

to determine, by 2 competent Board of Surgeons,
the degren of disability, aud the medical atatas
ment as to the amonut of such disability resalts
ing from fhe Imjury o the service,

After all these reportand avidence are in, and
the ease bhas been suomitted, if it still stands
cndelermined, the ense 5 andersd to the Syecial

nyeizion, where it

s (ortier and

LAt tion

mare critically examined apen all controverted
points, and ag all places whore csseniinl inforss
wation may be added, tonching eitheraspecifle
cause of inqu or the whelie merits of the
ase. 1618 then resuraed frows the Special Fx.

vination EMvision
tlendar, and adjudieated upon the legal
questions in the cluim. These embrues quess
bious of origia, of service, and line of duty,
umd all other miatters that, nnder tho law, alfees
the legality of title of n clnimsnt to pension
These legal questions having been estublished,
the cuse is then sent to the Medical Division fop
medical advisement as to all the medical quess
tions involved. If a mistuke hasbecn made in
the dingnosis of the case it is here detected., I
the lay Examiner has sccopted an existing dz'
ability as due to one shown to have origi

in the serviee, and the Medical Examiner digs
covers that one caunot be a sequence of the
other, tho medical opinion to that etfoct is
furnished for a coxrection of judzment, and to
show tho medical points in the case. Tho des
gree of disability is also determined and cortis
tied by the Medical Board,

The case is then referred to the Board of Roe
view for rating in aceordance with the degroe
of disability shown to exist. These ratings gre
then affixed to the case and sent forward to the
Certiticate Division, where the final steps aze
t.kken and the eertificate is issued.

From the Certificate Division the ecase is re=
turned to the Record Division for record, and

resiimes placo oun the
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