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TAKE CARE OF THE RIGHT FLANK
of that army, which I did by supervising the
picket-line estabiished, as heretofore stated,
along the Darbytown road. It remained the
same all the Winter through, and was not in-
terrupted more than twice, and then only fora
few hours each time, It was arduous and
fatiguing duty, the men sitting for two honrs,
no matter what the character of the weather,
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Uszp-vp CAVALRY.

_have been, and the
. AS_ L  cavalry  was often |
. without long forage |
:j}’g € fortibe horses. There
- wasa depotat Aikin's
Landing, where the pontoon bridge crossed
the river. From there the roads radiated

in all directions to the different camps, and |
were so much used that when the weather |

moderated a littie 1bey were almost impas-
gable. The ¢lements were often against us,
gnd the beavy barges, londed with hay, were
delayed both on the river and in unloading
on account of the roads and limited trans-
portation. This
WANT OF FOEAGE

would not have been so serious if Gen. Ord
had taken it into copsideration in his man-
sgement of the cavalry. On the contrary,
he generaliy had more work for us when we
were limited in forage than at any other
time. I had occasion to importune him in
behalf of the cavalry a number of times, 50
thet be bad probally got the impression
that we were antagonizing him. He was
constantly sending an entire regiment ont
into White Oak swamp, when a squad would
have beea eqnally effective, when the ground
was not sufliciently frozen to bear the horses,
and they wonld come back with their beels
all bleeding and cut. We were desirous of
baving the command in good trim for the
Spring campaiga, and did not like to see the
borse: msed ©p unnecessarily, One of the
most expensive features of the war was the
reckless manver in which the cavalry was
used by the various army commanders. Few
of the army commanders were cavalry offi-
cers, who would have known the pecessities
of that delicate arm of the service; and if they
Enew the uses of eavalry, they generally dis-
regarded them, The White Oak swamp was
s grest bughear to the General, and he was
econstantly apprehending an army of the ene-
my coneepled in its recesses, when I was in
reality sending him messengers from there,
that had come by that route from Richmand,
nearly every day.

Gen. Ord was very eccentrie in all his
work. and had an aversion, I sometimes
thought, to legitimate methods and means.
Boon afier be took command bhe issued an
order directing that all the ladies thar had
taken advastage of the opportunity, when
the army was iyiag in Winter guarters, to
make a visit to their hushands, to leave the
esmp at once, There were, of course, com-
paratively few who were able to gecure this
privilege, but still guite a npumber of his
most prominent officers bad their wives vis-
iting them when this order was issued. Very
soon after theirdeparture there was a review
of some interest, and the General had his
own wife and a party of ladies come up from
Fortress Mouroe to witness it.  As the ocea-
gion required them to be mounted and to
appesr before the whole armmy on horseback,
it is difficult to comprehend the motive, if
done intentionally ; and if he had no motive

in doing it, it is as dificalt to understand |

the lack of comsideration for the feelings of
his sobordinates that soch an act mani-
fested.

Oze day he made the discovery that the
eolorid seldiers who died, or were kilied,
were being

BURIED WITHOUT COFFINS.

He sent for his Quartermaster and in-
quired the canse of thi= inshuman practice.
The Quartermaster told him that he had no
lumnbes for coffins, The saw-mill from which
they had becn petting their lumber had, by
the order of the General, been turned over
to the Engineer Department. No one, par-
ticularly a General commanding an ammy,
likes to bave an irregularity that be is try-
ing to ferret out brought home to himself,
&0 the General fnformed his thoughtless staff
officer, in his characteristic manoer: “Make 2
reguisition for & saw-mill at once, snd when
you get your mill go 1o work sawing boards
and making coffing; make lots.of coffins;
pile 'em up around headquarters here.” The
war did not last long enough to sce this
cheerful inclosure completed around the
General’s guarters,

One story more, illustrative of Lis eccen-
tricity. I was visiting in bLis quarters once,
when my altenlion was attructed tos singu-
larly-constructed box, and 1 inquired what it
was. He pulled it out frow its place and went
into an explanution of its objeet. He suid it
was a wodel of a gun Le bud been trying te
periect. 1t was trisngular ju sbhape, snd when
teken apart ehowed & corresponding chamber,
which he said wasto hold & prejectile baving
the shape of 1he boomerang, which Le thought
be could fire over the encmay’s intrenchments
and be abie 10 make it come back and take him
ip the wear. The war was Loo near its termi-

mation to see the completion of this ingevious

and valuable weapon,

The commandol the eavalry of the Armyr of

the Jumes wade it wy duty to

on their horses too far apart to be of any help
to each other, yet in sight, s0 asto be able to
report the eapture or attack of a picket on the
right or left, The pickets went on by regi-
ments fur 24 hours, and scldom bad more than
two dsysoff before the regiment went on again,
The most interesting festure of it was receiving
the deserters and refugees, white and black,
that found onr line the most convenient to
come in on, for they eame in in greater num-
bers on it than on any other position of the
army; sometimes as many as 30 per day. They
were usually brought in by men who had
sdopted thebusiness, for so much perhead. The
nsual amount was $500 in Confederate money.
There was acolored woman brought in one day,
of whom I asked the question what she had to
pay to the men who bronght her through, and
ber reply was that she offered them $500 in
Confederate money or $7.50 in silver, and they
took the silver.

Two of these men, named Smith and Spencer,
belonged to Hampton's Legion, and they car-
ried on a flourishing business for some time,
but they were finally captured, and the last I
beard of them they were

CONFINED IN CASTLE THUNDER.

They generally brought deserters through;
while two others, named Lohman and Hancock,
were engaged in bringing in refugees and con-
trabands, They were also finally taken in
about the same time the other two were, and
for some days there was a suspension in the
receipt of news from Richmond,

The line was, however, soon resumed, and the
informustion obtained all tended to confirm the
desperale conditicn of the rebel Government
and made me feel certain Chat the end was not
far off, I remewmber woll a young man who
had been employed as a telegraphic operator in
Richmond came in about the 1st of March. He
had had, fro.a the nature of his work, special
opportunitics for knowing the condition of af-
fairs thronghout the Confederaey, and what he
told us of its condition was highly gratifying
aud coufirmed s!ll we had heard from other
sources. lle told us that the capture of Wil-
mington, N. C,, had deprived the Confederacy
of the last port throngh which much-needed
supplies could be obtained from abroad, stop-
ping the export of cotton with which to buy
them, and pufting an end to the blockade-
ronning. ¥e told us how searce and dear food
was in Richmond, end that the entire rebel
army was on short allowance. Sherman’s aruy
was curiailing the field of supply in the Caro-
lings, and there wasonly the Danville Road lefc
through which sapplies could be obtained from
beyoud Virginia,

All the information obtained throngh these
gources impressed me with the conviction that

SHERIDAN AND WARREN.
g% soon as the Army of the Potomue made an-
other effurt to extend its left, the already-
attcunated Confederate line
MUST BREAK SOMEWHERE,

lec's sarmy was only half the strength of
Grant’s, but, bolding an inner and much
shorter line, had been able to present a front
that the Union forees could not penetrate up to
this titne. DBut Lee's furces were wasting and
Grant's were receiving accessigns that would
enable it to stretch out wore; and the former
mest break if it attempted to do the same
thing. This was what really took place, for it
was the front that wus presented to Sheridan
ut Five Forks on the 1st of April that justified
the aseanit of the Army of the Potomae on the
Petersburg line on the 2d, and enabled the
army to realize the success for which it had
labared so long.

As Spring approached I felt that the hour
was nearing when I was to realize a conviction
that 1 had formed early in the war, In the
Peninsuiar campunign of 1862 I was a Captain
of the 61l Cav,, and commanded the only squad-
ron in the Army of the Potomae armed with
carbives. It was the duty of this squadron
whenever that army made a move toward Rich-
mond to tuke the advance and drive in the
enemy’s pickets. It was in this way that we
caught the first glimpse of the spires of Rich-
moud on the 23d of May, when we brought on
Lthe setion al Mechanicaville. The circumstance
that I was onc of those who first saw all that

UPRISING OF THE BABIES.

Spokesman of the Veterans' Orphans: “ See here, Col. Matson, we aré awfully tired of pinching along on yonr skim-milk allowanee of $2 a

month. That's less’n seven cents a day.

Do you suppose any sort of & child ocan be kept in bread and butter, cakes and molasses, shoes and

stockings, clothes and sehool books, to gav nothing of dolls and baseballs, on seven cents a day? We are astonished at you. Didn’t the country

promise our papas to do better than that for ns?
“We've come to demand our rights,

Please do as Gen. N

bat.”

Terrill’s G.A.R. Comimitiee asks you to, Let us have $5 a month, so that we can
live in tolerable comfort, and have a few cents occasionally to spend for 2 doll or a baseball

was seen of the rebel Capital in the first cam-
paign, led me to the belief that when we should
finaliy get in I would be there to participate in
the event. As this really oceurred and was
brought about in a way that forced all the con-
ditions thereto upon me against my will, it
would seem to have had a fatality about it.

I returned from a 10-days’ leave of absence,
which I had obtained from Gen. Grant, against
the inclination of Gen. Ord, in the latter part
of March to find myself relieved from the com-
mand of the cavalry. This was the
CULMINATION OF GEN. ORD'S DIRSATISFACTION
with my management of the eavalry. He in-
formed me that I was to command the First
Division of the T'wenty-fifth Corps. T am quite
sure that the Genersl expeclgg me to decline
the commaund of colored troops, While I was
greatly disappointed, and felt much injored, I
was too well satisfied of the near termination
of the war to have declined any command so
long as I could have po other, I could net
make any issue, for personal grievances eould
uot command any attention in those exciting
times, and no man was so valuable that be
could pot be dispensed with. 1 had witnessed
many official decapitations of higher rank and
greater repufation than I had been able to
achieve, und the world moved on all the same.
Gen, Butier had been removed ot o time when
he deemed himself most secure, and I am surs
that if the war bad lasted long enough Gen,
Ord would have met with his setback also.

I had organized (he Cavalry Division of the
Army of tbe James and made it what it was,
and it had served me faithfully, and I bad nor-
turcd and tuken care of it and tried to prepare
it for the final event of the war. In doing so
I was eonsidered to be antagonizing the army
commander, and he coused me to be superceded
in the command of it by Gen. Mackenzie, who
was glso impressed with the risk of takiug a
new command on the verge of a campaign,
More than one disaster is atiributable to this
cause, and innmuerable fuilures to accomplish
an alloted task during the war attest the lack
of wisdom inmaking an important change at
such a time.

I reported from my leave on the 24th of
March, and did not get my order officially antil
aftor the 25th, the date of the order; but, act-
ing under verbal orders, I was doing all 1 could
to inform myself with regard to the new com-
mand to which I had been assigned, It was s
great change, for the First Division, Twenty-
fifth Corps, wnstered about 7,000 men present
for duty out of 13,0600 on the rolls. The con-
ditions are so different for the two armsof sery-
ice that I wonld bave had very grave appre-
hensions if T had anticipated a battle very socn,
But the program was already out, and I was
confirmed in my beliel as to what would take
piace Ly the events that followed,

On the 26tk

PRESIDENT LISCOLN AND GEN, GRANT
altended a review of the Army of the James in
part, and inspected thie lines in its immediate
front. After the review il wss made known
to the genoral officers that were assembled at
Gen. Devens's Lieadguarters that the campaign
would begiu at once by extending the left of
the Army of the Potomae, and Gen. Weitzel
was ioformed that bhe wounld be left, with
Kautz's and Devens’s Divisions, in charge of
the position of the Army of the James on the
north bank of the river. Assoon us I knew
the plan I congratulated Gen, Weitzel on the
prospect we had of going into Richmond in Jess
than 10 days without @« fight. He shook iiis
head in a doubtful way, and said he hoped I
was right in my predictions, The next day
the movement began. I have shown the op-
portunities I had for forming the belief that
Richmond would be evacuated so soon,

On the 20th the rains commenced and con-
tinucd for several days, and the troops engaged
in the movement were soon mired and brought
to a stand on the left by a eanse that hias de-
feated msny an army. Sheridan’s advance
under Crook had Dbeen checked at Dinwiddie
Courthouse, and the various commanders of
tho Army of the Potomac, becoming discour-
aged, were urging Grant to suspend the move-
ment and await the arrival of Sherman, who
was then moving up in North Carclina, and
perhaps not more than 100 miles away. At
this juucture Gen. Rawlins sent for Gen. Sheri-
dan, who came and spent the greater portion
of the night of the 30th discussing the situation

with Gen, Grant, Sheridan was for going |

|
ahead, and said it wouid not do for the Army

of the Potomuae to wait for Sherman; it wonld
be unjust to the command. He believed the
Army of the Potomac ¢ould defeat Lee's army,
and it was only fair that it should have the
opportanity to do so. Sheridan was go confi-
dent that the Armny of the Potomac could de-
feat Lee’s army that he proposed, if given the
Sixth Corps, lie would break throagh the line
somewhere, He preferred the Bixth becanse of
its service with him in Yhe Shenandoah. Grant
said the Sixth was engoged on the Petersburg
line, and it wonld take two days to withdraw
it, but offered the Fifth, which was free tomove
at a moment's naotice.

Then cums up the trit 4 of den, Waresn, the
commander of that eorps, and Bheridan was
anthorized to relieve h ia from command if he
failed to co-operate with him to his satisfaction.
On his way to his command Sheridan stopped
at Warren's camp and told him his plans, and
what he propesed to do, and what he expected
Warren to do. He was not met by Warren in
the way he desired and expected, and thus was
laid the foundation of that dissatisfaction that
led to his being relieved at the close of the fol-
lowing day.

Meanwhile Weitzel with a fraction of the
Army of the Yames, was

HOLDING THE WHOLE LINE

that that army had had charge of on the north
bank of that river, making a show of strength
that he did not possess, s0d anxicusly awaiting
events, The first news was the miring down
of the Army of the Potomac, and the conse-
quent embarrassments, The 1st of April opened
clear and beautiful, and proved the most event-
ful day of the war, for the result of that day’s
operations made all that followed possible in
the subscquent nine days, Rumors of what
was goiug on reached us during the day, but it
was not until lato that night that we learned
the result of the battle of Five Forks, The
news came to us o connection with an order to
assault in the morning following, but before
the preparations could bo made the order was
eountermanded, in suticipation of the evacua-
tion that manifestly must follow. The next
night, April 2, Gen. Grant telegraphed that the
Army of the Potomac had carried the entire
Petersburg frout, and had captured 12,000
prisoners.

We did notsleep maeh that night, waifing
for the dawn of the dey that would give us
Richmond. Long Lefure daylight on the morn-
ing of the 3d of April, 1805, wo were ready to
move, and were impaticutly waitivg fordawn as
we walched the indications that the eneiny was
deserting his stronglold, deterred from ad-
vancing only by orders based on unfounded
apprehensions of torpedoes and mines, Gen.
Ord had sent specifio instruction as to the
method of advancing the troops when nearing
the enemy's works, and advised the driving of
cattle in advance of the men over the danger-
ous ground near the intréencbments. We fonud
no oceasion for these precautions, for as soon
as it was light enough we took up the well-
beaten trails made by the retreating forces, and
were soon beyond any danger from such a
cause. Had we been permitted we could have
been in Richmond by daylight, and saved much
of the city that the fire destroyed. During
the hours belore dawn we saw

COLUMN AFTER COLUMN OF FIRE
ascend, that indicated the blowing up of maga-
zines and storehouses: and later the steady
glare of the conflagration before daylight was
confirmed by the greal volumes of smoke after,
a3 wa neared the eity,

Gen. Devens's Division held the right, and
when we advanced he unturally took the New
Market road, while the First Division, Twenty-
fifth Corps, holdiug the left to the river, found
the river road the ratursl route to take, It
was a clear, bright morning, and the air was
fresh and braecing, and its invigorating proper-
tics were reinforced by the exhilarating fact
that after years of terrible contest we were at last
realizing what the coautry bad been demand-
ingof us—" On to Rickmoend” ! That the eolored
troops felt thisquite asmuch as the white troops,
was manifested by the fact that as we neared
the junction of the two reads below Rockett’s
they would have beaton the latler into the city
if Gen. Dovens, who was the senior, had not
sent his Aid to me and directed that the First
Division halt and allow his command to pre-
cede it. It was diffieult to call & halt. The
colored men gave the whites the road, but as

long as there was room they kept the head of
their column abreast of the other, until they
reached the narrow streets where there was
room for one column only. Last year there
was an simless controversy in the Boston papers
as to which entered Richmond first, the white
or colored troops. Gen. Weitzel, with a squad-
ron of cavalry as escort, was at the head of the
column, and as the commander of the colored
corps, they can, through him, very properly
claim
FIRST ENTRANCE INTO THE CITY.

But in the marching order in which they en-
tered and marched through the city, the white
division preceded the colored.

We found the city apparently deserted, and
the flames were devouring the lower portion of
the town unopposed by anyone. The retreat-
ing forces Liad sct fire to the bridges and build-
ings that coniained stores that they wished to
deprive us of, and the flames had thus been
communicated to the lower portion of the city,
which was already mostly all destroyed. But
for the troops of our commands the city would
have been swept out of existence. It was late
in the day before the flames were gotten under
control. We entered the city as an enemy, but
were in reality its friend and savior.

Gen. Weitzel made his temporary quarters in
the Capitol building, and the troops occnpied
the grounds and streets of the vicinity.

From the steps of the abandoned rebel Capi-
tol we watched the progress of the flames, and
the eflorts of the men to extinguish them. It
was an impressive scene—grander than any
storm. The smoke formed the densest clouds,

- —

LINCOLN IN THE STREETS OF RICHMOXND.

that completely excluded the sunlight that
shone so bright before we entered the city, and
the ascending heat created currents of air that
swept around us with a foree that pertainsonly
to the soverest storms, covering the walks and
paths of the Capitol Square with several inches
of cinders, A few rods in front of us stood the
equestrian statue of Washington, with right
arm extended and pointing to the sounthwest,
It was an oecasion and the scene was one that
would readily snggest that the spirit of him
whom the statue commemorated was for the
time ¥nimating the marble, and telling us the
ronte that Lee had taken,

On the following day

MR. LINCOLN CAME UP IN THE STEAMER
Malvern, one of the gunboats, from City Point,
his presence being made known to me by the
crowd of negroes that was following him from
the landing, leading his little son Tad, accom-
panied by Admiral Porter. Having become
acquainted with the distinguished party a few
days before at & review on the Petersburg
front, T recognized the purport of the visit, and
joined the party, who were glad to meet some
one they knew to show them the way to Gen.
Weitzel's quarters, which was located for the
timo in the house so recently vacated by the
Confederate President. An impromptu recep-
tion of the representative men of the immense
crowd of blacks that filled the street was held
by the great emancipator then and there, in
the house that only two days before was the
home of the chief of the slave power,

Gen. Weitzel and myself and several other
officers accompanied the President in some

spring-wagons in a drive through the city to

see the effects of the fire and to see the Capitol
grounds. I remember Mr. Lincoln's nervous-
ness, as the wagon turned (ho soatheast corner
of the Capitol building where the read ran
yery close to the steep deglivity on his side and
made him shrink and seize the back of the seat
in frontof Lhim as we whirled swiftly around
the corner, in evident feur that we might go
over the bank. Some of uvs had other appre-
bensions, that were fully justified by the fact
that only 10 days thereafter the assassin’s bul-
let terminated his iilustricus career in a public
theater in Washington.,

Mr. Lincoln remsined until the 6th, trying
to devise a method for the

RESTOBATION OF VIRGINIA

to the Union, iiving doring this timeon the
gunboat Malverp, and mecting the parties o
the scheme on tH¢ it or at Gen. Weitzel's
quarters. Some preliminary steps were taken
to have the Legislatare assemble to rescind the
act of secession, but as sgon as the news of it
reached Washington it wet with the opposition
of Mr. Stanton and was never heard of again,

While we were taking peaceable possession
of the Cupital of the Confederficy the events
which epabled us to do so were being enacted
to the west of Petersburg. Gen, Lee, if he de-
sired to get away with any portion of his army,
made a fatal mistake in not retreating by the
south side of the Appomattox. By taking the
north side he gave the Union army the shorter
iine, and epabled Grant to head him off, The
telegraph kept us informed of the most impor-
tant events of the chase after Lee's army, and

Gen. Weitzel by a bundred guns,

Although I ean add nothing to history re-
garding the Appomattox campaign, because I
was not in if, I derived certain impressions
with regard to it from thoss who were, for we
were camped near Petersharg when the victe-
rious troops returned to that point, and I heard
the details of the pursait and surrender from
their lips when fresh from the field. From all
I heard at that timne T was convinced that the
personal presenee of Sheridan bad more to do
with the speed and entire completeness of the
pursuit and eaptnre of the rebel army than
that of any otherman in it. When one remem-
bers the opportanities lost at Antictam and at
Gettysburg, it was easy for me to believe that
if Bheridan had not led off in the chase Grant
might have yielded to the plea of “worn out
and exhausted ” that always comes up in try-
ing times, and gone irto Richmond to enjoy
the rest and the trinmph of its captnre in the
rebel Capital, which was the disposition of the
army; and wonld any other Geueral’'s nrgent
dispatches to “come on, we will catch him to-
morrow or next day,” have had the same influ-
ence with Grant that Sheridan's had? Can it
be doubted that if the energetic pursuit of Lee
had not been made, that he wonld have been
able to reach the Roanoke snd affect a junetion
with Johnston, and in that event that the war
would have lasted six months longer at a eost
of a thousand millions? Was there another
man in that aroy who wonld have led off as
Sheridan d%d, or that Grant would have sup-
ported as hdgid Theridan? Does the country
appréciate (B3 services of Sheridan rendered in
this short campaign, not to meution those of
the Shenandoah? I ask this gnestion for the
reason that Congzress has been permitted to shat
off from farther advancement the man to whom
the conntry is o greatly indebted, by abolish-
ing the grade of Gemeral, which was created
for him who was modest enough to say that as
a military genius Sheridan was his saperior.
Theso are candid convictions to the dispar-
agement of none of the brilliant records that
were made by the leaders of the Army of the
Potomae. The Nation would only be doing
honor to itself (o recognize the great services
be has rendered by conferring the grade of
“General” upon Sheridan. It is diffienlt to
understand the national illiberality that pre-
vents it from being done, for it wonld be a still
greater reflection upon a country which is em-
barrassed with the plethory of its Treasury, to
attribute its failure to do this to the mite of
increased pay the advancement would justly
carry with it, when it is remembered how
many millions he has undoubtedly saved to the
country., Whatever may be thonght of Sheri-
dan’s administration of the army in time of
peace since the war, his superiority as a com-
mander in the feld was fully déemonstrated by
what he did and the part he performed in the
greatest war of modern times.
Although I have not tried to write a history
of the fall of Richmond, I hope I have contrib-
uted o few facts for the use of whatever great
historigan may rise to do jnstice to the subjeet,
I trust also that what T have written will in-
terest the many readers of Tue NATIONAL
TRIBUNE that participated in the events of the
period covered by the limited sketch of the
culminating event of the great war for the pre-
servation of the Union.

LT he .}'.':_u_?.]

SPRING WINDS.

[Goad Wards.]
I heard the winds wilth unscon feet
Pass up the long and weary street;

They sang, ** ' We come from hill and glen
To touch the brows of toiling men,

* That each may Know and fee! we bring
The first faiut breathings of the Spring ;

"To sweeten lane, and strect, and square,
And lighten all the dusty sir,

“The hills from which we come lie bright
In something of o richer light.

“The long, deep glens and woodlands lia
In soilec@Badows to the oy,

“ The birds have eanght a finer nots
To thirob with joy ench featherad throat.

" The streamlet eclices sweet and clear
The liguid pulsings of the yeur;

“ And everywhere vou look is seen

Life dawning i & linge of green.”

Thus sang the winds as up the street
They passed with heard, but unseen feet,

And, a3 they went, a cloud above
Sent downward tears of spring und love.
————
Carelessness All Around,

they send on errands to drug stores, A lady
in New York,a day or so since, sent out a
medicine bottle to be filled. She caveittoa
colored man who did errands sbout the house,
with the pecessary directions as to fliling it
The negro went to a druz store and between
little snatches of song teld the druggist that he
wanted the bottle filled.

“With what?" asked the druggist.

“0Oh! bug poison. Give me a quarter’s
worth.” :
The elerk mixed a pint and a half of corro-
sive sublimate, carbolie aecid, alcohol and water
and pasted balf » dozen poison lubels on the
bottle. The negro took it home and gave it to
his mistress, who, without locking at the bottle,
took a large doso of the medicine, Fortunately
antidotes were given in time to save her life,
but it was a very close eall. The negro, when
taken to task, owned up that he “did not think."
Bug poison was nearer his level than minersl
water, and, having a bottle and a quarter, e
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FTER T bad left Gen,
Burnside’s staff offi-
cer that eveming, I
§\ sat down to think

when on the 9th we received the news of the |
surrender of Appomattox Cowrthouse it was |
anncuneed to the corumands in Richwmond by |

People cannot be too eareful about whonsg

Syover the plans he bad
. adicated to me.

I will admit right
here that I wasa little
bit cowardly abous
making this leap in
the dark. When the
time came to make the
jump I was verymuch
like the little boy at
play who has agreed
to follow his big lead-
er over a dangerous place ;—I hesitated, and
the more I hesitated the more scared I be-
came. I am not ashamed to write down hers
in plain black and white that I was afraid
to again put mys=elf in the rebels’ hands

It iz all very well now to talk about such
things being safe enongh, but as a matter
of fact it was not safe, more especially to
me, to take any such risks. Gen. Burnside
in consenting to the undertaking probably
went on the general military maxim not to
hesitate to sacrifice one life to secure the
safety of two or more.

As will be understood, the prime motive
with me was my longing desire to see Genos

THE PICIUREXQUE FOREIGNERS

This, of course, had been concealed from
everybody. I was willing to risk my life, as
I then looked at i, for this gratification. I
I were suceessiul Ishould win prometion
and Geno at the same time, and, vice versa,
if I failed I'd lose everything

When I got under my blanket that night,
which I somehow instinctively felt was to
be the last time under the protection of the
old flag, T had the chanee to ealmly and dis-
passionately think over the entire matfer.
I recalled with feelings of intense gratifica-
tion the staff officer’s words: “ Weshall cross
over to the town again as we did before.”

It occurred to my duail comprehension that
if this were to be so, what was the use im
my taking any risk on myself to find Geno
by going over below town, in advance of the
army. I reasoned very clearly the longer I
thought of it, that it would be safer, and in
every way better answer my purpose of see-
ing Geno, to accompany the whole army over
the pontoons under the protection of eur
eannon, than it would to go overalonea day
or two in advance, and take the risk of no$
seeing her.

Gen. Burnside’s staff officer in thus lying
to me about the crossing, overreached hime

Laus
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self; but he didn't suspect it, and neithep
did I, at the time he was talking.

I had agreed with him that I wounld go. X
had made all my preparations and had been
at a good deal of trouble to arrange signals,
ete. I could not, therefore, deliberately back
out of it. I was a coward both ways, be-
canse I was afraid to go and I was afraid no$
to go. I concluded, by way of compromise,
to do as a great many Generals have

who were also afraid sometimes—I
procrastinate, in hopes the army would

and if I was compelled to move first I e
make o “ demonstration ” below town,

Jjust asked for it

Iwounld watch my chances and cross with
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