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eck's Snail-like Approach

fo the

bel Stronghold.

CORINTH EVACUATED.
The Enemy Alilowed to Retir-e'

without Pursuit

|

Y

WAJ.-GEX., JOEN POPE, T.

1L
N the 23th a short ad-
vance was made from

| the trouble and expense of keeping them.,

Farmington by our
left, and after a sharp
irmish by Stanley’s
sion he occupied |
a position in close con- i
- tact with the outer

works of the enemy,
and at once intrenched !
Corresponding movemenis were |

bimeself.
made by the restof the army, and we now oc- |
cupied = line so near to the enemy’s works |
that any furtl

must 6f necessity 1

& general engagement.

er advance by either party
ring on that long-stand-
ing “bagaboo,” No
movement of cur army was madc on the |
29th—why 1 do not know ; but during that
whole day and night
THE ENEMY WAS EVACUATING CORINTH, |
and before daylight Deauregard had disap.
peared toward the scuth with all of his
army and most of Lis material of war. The
copetant ronning of truins into and out of
Corinth 21l that night made it plain that im-
portant movements were going onp, but
whether the enemy was retreating or rein-
forcements coming in it was not easy to tell. |
Just before daylight on the meorning of the |
30th heavy and coutinuous explosions in
Corinth made it very plain that the enemy |
was Jeaving or had left the place, and was |
blowing up and otherwise destroying such
material of war as he could not carry off. An |
advance foree from each of the three armies
pushed at once into the town, and penetrated
without opposition to the middle of it |
There was some dispute at the time as to
which of these parties first occupied the
town, bat I presame that there was so little
interval, if any, between these respective
entrances iuto the place as to leave the
guestion of priority ef no consequence, if it
had The line of reireat of the
epemy wasby hisright fank and along ornear |
to the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, and my pOSi- 1
tion on our extreme left placed me nearest
to the retresting enemy.

The intrenchments which surronnded the

A=

ever any.

town were of no formidable character. They
were built of earth and beavy logs, and
whilst ther aflurded excellent shelter for

troops they » not of themselves a formi-
dable obstacle
The enemy was gone, however, and we had

2
3 e 0O
I Iong o]

pothing 10 ¢
tion= and all the lnbor 1}
gone, except an empty le village, dilapi-
dated apd dirty. '
Late in the day 30) I was directed
to take the poersuit of the retreating

encdy, and nforced by one division ol

Ompensale Us jor oor YETd~

1 troops had onder-

¥
+
ALLL

up

Baell's army lor sl perpose
-

1 accardingiy marcied a5 soon as ]‘-0‘«?-11.';_-' -

passing through the sbandoned camps of
Price and YVau Dom, only two miles or so
frowm my owi camp ot Far nzion. About
seven miles from Corinth ]

E 1 EEAR-GUARD |
of the enemy posied on the opposite bank at |

the crossing of Tasc Thizs ereek

I DA LTeel,

is & consideralle stroam, aud, like all other
wateroourses ia this section, it 13 bourdered
by dense and In elrable swamps. It is
passed by a narmow cordaoroy read cut
through the swamp, On the opp bauk

1 - aat :‘!:.-" g

comsuanding th of this road with their

artillery, a comsiderable force of the enewy
was posted, cimuply o delay our march as |

10:1*' A8 PisSs1ie and, i].'a'l.':"; d:‘.:-_f:u'.'»-zf T

bridis

were able to delay us for 2 time. By
:.‘

pext moruing, hewever, we succeeded in

passing the creck by penetrating the swamp

below, snd cont pursuit. We

pushed on with little opposition to Booge-
ville, abont 30 miles sonuth of Coripth, I
fouud when ] reached thi re¢ that the whole

force of 1the encoy
18 culled Twenty Mile Cres The main
I)(.ki:« seemed Lo be
win, 20 miles Boopeville, whilst
his lefg was thrown forward as far as Black-
lands ] r right front. As
soon as 1 asceriained these

inand in advanee of Bald-

souti: of

gbout 10 miles 10 ou

jactea I deter-

mined to wove at once azainst him, making
g feint with a portion of my command
apminst Baldwin by the direet road from

t-'r'.al,' yville, and 1..1" same tinne 10 ‘;.!‘J'-"-
the bulk of my forces on his left by way of
Blacklands.

it wus not easy io pet
our de pois bevond Corinth even 1o Lr_‘-_;' us &8
far to the uth a8 Lhoone
£0 muck beyond, nud we were delayed longer
than we chould have been 1

visions, Orders were giy

up sapplies {ior

viile, much less to

¥ Want of pro-
en accordingly for
the movancut of the
army al dayligh

l-!l'ind.‘.f Gn

several divislons of the

v L
SRR ail

morning, and
made for battie. 1 commuui-
Cited those facts o Gen. Halleck, but ke
thouglit it best o mauke no attack on the
enemy, bt o let
lestalion. He directed me, therefore, to
IHSCONTIRUE THE PUREUIT.

Two days xfter the encmy resumed hLis re-
treat toward Okolona, followed by our cav-
alry a8 far as Guutown. As soon
eontinued retreat of the encmy was )

| tives and

| desire,

| hourly

was posted behind what |
k

him retreat without mo- | He already reports 10,000 prisouers and desert-

as the |

{NowWL, | auy roport made by me

I wae instructed to post a suflicient force at 1
snitable points to cover the front of the
army, and to place my army in some conve-
pient position to support them. As the
water was bad everywhere south of Tus-
cumbia Creek, as well 2= in that stream itself,
I drew back my army to Clear Creek, a
tributary well supplied with springs, and |
there went into camp, within four miles of
Corinth,on the 12th of June.

In our pursuit of the enemy from Corinth
we yrisoners, thopgh we might
have picked up many thousands had there

took

few 1

been any The woods on |
both sides of the road were full of stragglers,
who had abandoned their army aund were |
making their way to their homes. They
seemed to be not at all unwilling to be eapt-
nred and fed, but as they were deserting
their army we gained all we conld have

gained by their capture, and without any of

object in doing so,

5y
4202

No effort whatever was made even to stop
them. I estimated the number I saw at 8,000
or 10,000,

Gen, Buell's estimate was even

REBEL STRAGGLERS Coyixa IX.

higher. This fact, with everything else of |
importance that occurred, was reported to
Gen. Halleck, and, no doubt, by some mis-
take or misunderstanding on his part was
made the basis of a telegram from him to
the War Department of an extraordinary
character, and which afterward—and for a
long time afterward, if not to this day—has
been quoted to my discredit. This telegram
18 as follows, viz:
GeN. HarLeck's HEADQUARTERS, | |
June 4, 1862, )

Gen. Pope, with 40,000 men, is 30 miles south
of Corinth pushing the enemy hard. He al-
rendy reports 10,000 prisoners and deserters
from the 15.000 stands of arms
captured. Thopsands of the encmy are t
ing away their arms. A farmer sa
when Beauregard learned that Col. Elliott

HAD CUT THE DAILROAD
on his line of retreat he became frantic and
tald bhis men to save themselves the best way |
they conld. We have captored nine locomo-
umber ¢ one of the former |
and running to-day. BSevw-
in runsing order in two or !
The result is a!l 1 conld possibly
H.W. Harrecr,

Mijor-General Commauding.

I copy this telegram in full, thongh I shall
only advert to a portion of il. I need |
scarcely say, after what I have already inti- |
:.hul, l
Gen. Halleck speaks of in his telegram, nor

anvihing like it

enemy and
hirow-

that

53

%0 :
is already repaired
eral mwore will be

three days.

* Gl Cars

malted, never

made guch a 1eport s

I saw it for the first time

in the papers, reeeived wlhen we had

Ie-

torned from Duoneviile, and 1 immediately
called the attenticn ol my Adn 1t-General

and of other o rs of my elaff to it as &
nost extraordinary and

1 1 1
unlenuced report.

}

So far from b r o) miles south of Corinth

1 BMCLAE o

on the date of Gen. Halleek's telegram, 1

was sick in my tent on Clear Creek and con- |
fined to my camp from the 2d to the Tth of |
June. 1 four miles from Gen.
Hallecks beadqguarters when he sent his
telegram to Washington, and as 1 was in |

. - A = |
communication with him by letter |
wust have known it. I |

wWas only

and telegram he
sent him no reports by telegraph or other- [
WiLe, X4 (:;e{ abstractz of such as were sent l
me from the front by Gens. Rosecrans and |
Granger.

There 18 but one telegram or re- i

port irom me (o ren. Halleck, dated during

those days, which meniions numbers at all,
and I here transeribe 3t:

HEADQ'RE ARNY OF

rar MissEsierer, )

Ni IANVILLE, June 3, 1562, |

Mas ex. H ek The two divisions on

th i TR 110l Hosecrans are slowly and

cautir 8 1 Z 3 rin Lhis morn-
i, Wilh b H L Hamil- |
i, with two d is at Rienzi and be- |
tween there and Boones , Toady Lo move for- l
wird 2 K 5 needed. One brigade I
from reserye oeet Danville. Rosecrans |
reports this morning that all testimony shows |

that ¢ encmy bas retreated from Baldwin,
but he O YA ¢ caut 1Y, The |
WOOIDE Fi E ARE FULL OF ETRAGGLERS |

are coming in sguads,
titus scattoered
hin a day or two.
Joux Yore,

ucral Commanding,

Licn arc

aboutl, whio will cowe 1 wi

!I!n_-i ir-Az

This dispatch contains the substance of
reports from Gens, Hosecrans and Granger,
but it contaius neither the word “ deserter,”
‘prisoner,” nor “capture,” Upon this dis-
patch, however, Gen. Halleck probably based
his telegram, if he ever sent the telegram at
all. 1 say “if” because it will be noticed in
the following correspondence that he does
pot admit having it. 1 append the
' between him and myself
is subject, which I trust will prove
conclusive, so far as I am eoncerned at least:

Wasnixcrox, D. C,, July 3, 18635,

The war has now ended and the |
incidents connected with it are

+

sent

COTTES PO

J

on th

As 1 do not wish that |
has becn
judice, and which

passing into bistory.
1y report or misgonception which

circulated to my pr 15 sus-

eeptible of explunstion, ghould stand reconded
grainst me; and as g reasons which actuated
e in preserving pntil this time no
longer cxist, 1 de te your attentiou
to & dispatel iu Lthe newspapers,
dated st Corinth, Tune 4, 1862, purport-
ug to have beeti senut by von to the Sceretary

of War, and contalning substantially tie fol-
lowing words, viz: “CGen. Pope is 30 miles |

sonth of Coriuth, pushing the enemy hard.

ers, and 15,000 stand of arms captured,” ete. 1
do not Enow thut you ever sent such a dis-
pateh, but 48 I do know that | never made
such & report, I iofor that if you sent the dis-
pateh in guestion you must have done so under
a very greal misapprehension. I have, there-
fore, to reguest that you furnish me a copy of

| complete; these dispateh

UPON WHICH SUCH A DISPATCH
as that in guestion was sent. 1 have full ree-
ords of all iy letters, dispatehes and reports {o
vou during the operations at Corinth, and no
such report 18 among them.
I am, General, respectfully, your obedient
servant, Jous Porg,
Major-Geuneral.
Mgj.-Gen. H. W, HALLECK,
U. S, Army, Washington, D. G
GEN. HALLECK'S REPLY.
WaspingTow, July 5, 1865.
GeENERAL: 1 have to ncknowledge the receipt
of your cornmunieation of the 3d inst.
papers are all boxed np for traosportation to
California, I am mot able to ri t
patches to which yeu allude, norean I trust
my memory in regavd to
made more than threée vears ago, further than
to say that I never reported to the Secretary of
War dispatches received from you, which were
not so received.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLECK,
Myjor-Gieneral.
Maj.-Gen. Jonx Porg, Present.
GEN. POPE'S REPLY,
vasHiNGToxs, D, C,, Jaly 5, 1565,
GeExERAL: Yournote in reply to my letter
of yesterday's date was received this afterncon
too late to be nnswered before vou lefil the city.
I regret that you did not see

L -
A8 Iy

for t

communications

very brief examination of your files necessary |

to make it plain to you that the correction ask-
ed for in my lefter was due to we. I was at
least entitled to an assurance that such exam-
ination should be made at the earliest practi-
cable moment. Certainly the threc weoks youn
arc to pass in New York aflord ample time to
inspeet all your papers bearing on the subject
of my letter. As you do notl promise an ex-
amination now or at any other time, I am con-
strained to say that the statement which,
*trusting to your memory,” and without
spection of yvour files, you do make is altogether
unsatisfactory, and leaves me at a loss to de-
termine whether von are to be nnderstood as
DESYING THAT YOU EENT THE DISPATCH

to the Secretary of War which was the subject
of my letter, or whether, in the face of my
positive denial, you mean to iusist that the
dispatch was a eorrect Lranscrip!, or anything
like it, of a report made to you by me, If it
be your purpose to make such a statement as
an aaswer to my deliberute and ungqualified as-
sertion that no such report as that attributed
to me was ever made by me, it beeomes more
necessary than ever that von should examine
your files and fornish me the papers 1 ask for,
In short, General, 1 utterly deny that the dis-
pateh purporting to be sent by you to the Sec-
retary of War was based on any report from me
such as is therein stated, and 1 therefore call on

| you e¢ither to disavow this dispateh or to fur-

nish me with 2 copy of the report attributed to

e,

In almeost any other case this question could
ensily aud conclusively settled by a refer-

ence to the official files at the headquarters of

the Department which you then commanded ;

but I have ascertained, General, that when yon

be

left the West yon ordered that portion of the |

dispatches and reports concernivg the opera-
tions around Corinth which bore upon this
{[ii':‘*tinh. to Lo cut out of the official hooksand
brought with you to Washington, leaving the
otlic records in St. Lonis mwotilated and in-
g thus taken are be-
lisved to be in your possession. It is not necos-
sary for me to comment this transaction

o1

| turther than to say that it manifestly leaves

the question I make with you to be setiled by
my files and those now in your possession, to-
gether with the evidence of officers, telegraph
operators, and others whose daties and posi-
tions enable them to speak with knowledge on
the suljeet. I trust, General, that yoo under-
gtand that this correspondence has not been
begun by we without due
without abundant testimony
TO MAINTAIN MY POSITION

on the qunestion involved. You must, there-
fore, see that the matter cannot be disposed of
by such a note as yours of this date.

tween us is very simple. Yon
are believed {0 have sent a dispatch to the See-
retary of War asserting that I had made cer-
tuin reports. 1 deny utlerly that I did so.
The onus of proof i, therefore, with you, and 1
might well be eontented to rest the matter
Liere, but 1t is proper to inform you that 1 have
dant evidence to establish the ne gative of
ient contained in the dispateh attrib-
far as that dispatch relates to
mne, } in writing to you on
the Hect was to give yvou the opportunity to
explaia the matter in a mannerthat, while it
wotld r ve me from the misconcoeption nris-
inz from your dispatch, would leave unimpauir-
ed the persoual relations which have always

cousgideration, or

i = - |
i e qguestion be

aban
LhE §
Bl t

il as

A Grovre or GENERALS Drerore CORINTH.

existed between us, It is my wish to main-
tain those relations if possible; but you must
be aware that I cannot long do g0 unless yon
act toward me in the same spirit of frankuness
in which my letter of yesterday wus written,
It will afford me real satisfaction, on receipt of
a copy of the report attributed to me iu the dis-
patch in guestion, accompanied by such an ex-
planation asa spirit of frankuness and candor
would dictate, to recall and destroy this letter.
Such explanation, however, is due to me, and I
trust sincerely that you will pnot leave New
York, where, I understand, you are to remain
three wecks, without making the
BRIEF EXAMINATION OF YOUR FILES

necessary to a full explanation of the subject.
I gend thie original of this to you by the hands
of Maj. Seott, your stafl’ officer, and a copy by
mail to the eare of John €, Hamilton, esq. 1
shall leave for St. Lonis on Friday, the 7th
inst., at which pluce any communication will
reach me,

I am, General, respectfully, your obedient
seryant, Joux Pore,

Mujor-General.

| Maj.-Gen. H. W, HaLrLeck, U. 8. A., New York,

NN

To this letter no answer was ever received,
but it is proper to state that about 10 years
subsequent to the date of these letters, and
after Gen, Halleck’s death, the reports, dis-
patches, efe., which were cut out of the offi-
cial records in St. Louis and carried away by
Gen, IHulleck, were recovered by the War
Deportinent,and the files there are complete.
Tie only report from me on the snbject of
“eaplariug prisoners 7 is that found copied
in this paper immediately preceding these
letters.

I was called to Washingtion immediately
after the dispatch which occasioned these
letters was published, and my relations to
Gen. Halleck nceded to be so close and

o the dis- |

fit to make the |

in- |

IF harmonious, in the face of the extraordi-
| nary difficulties that confronted us, that

it would have shown neither wisdom
nor patriotism to open a controversy at
that time. I chose, therefore, to bear un-
merited reproach rather than an
open explanation which, at that time, might
have done far more injury to the couniry
than any temporary misconception could do
to me. Noopportanity presented itself dur-
ing the war which was not involved in the
same objection, bul when the war ended it
seemed to me reasonable and proper to pat
unfounded reports which had been
so long and so persistently circulated to my
mjury.

I could have wished that Gen. Halleck had
pursned a different course in this matter,
but he had not 80 ¢hosen, and leaves me no
recourse except to publish this correspond-
ence.

The long delays and extremely deliberate
movements of this great army of 100,000 men
against a force certainly not half so large, and

THE WHOLLY UNYATISFACTORY RESULT,
are made still more incomprehensible when
| it is considered that, nearly without excep-
tion, every great soldier of our civil war—that
is, every one of those who commanded armies
and held the highest places both in rank and
fame during the war—were in that army un-
der Gen. Halleck and held high commands.
| Grant, Sherman, Sheridan, Thomas, Me-
Pherson, Logan, Buell, Rosecrans, and many
others T might mention held commands in
| that army, and surely their subsequent his-
‘ tory frees them from even the suspicion of re-

make

at rest

sponsibility for these operations at Corinth
or their outcome., What influence they had
| in the matter is sufficiently apparent.
| This great army, in splendid eondition in
| every respect, could have marched anywhere
through the South without effective opposi-
tion, and an enterprising commander
l WOULD NOT IIAVE HESITATED
to undertake any military movement with
it. Yet in Jess thas two months it was scat-
tered in such a2 manner and io such an ex-
I tent that the war was bhalf over before it was
| again reunited. Stretched along from Mem-
| phis to Nashville in a long, thin line, weak
| everywhere, it invited attack at every point.
Having occupied positions, it was as difficult,
nearly, to give then up as to hold them.

For more than a year it moved forward not
| one foot nor accomplished anything toward
suppressing the rebellion. The capture of
| Vickshurg and the subsequent battle of
’Chick:xrnanga once more brought this ad-
mirable army together, and from that time
they went * forth c(unquering and to con-
quer.” .

THE DEUMMEIlL BDOY IN BLUE,

BY T, €, HARY P OH, CABETOWS, O,

ne ] it 1 " g :'.-.l._
ANy yé ’ iive fled
Isan's (< 1ol was strewn
J aleil dend.
A little drowmer 2 v ils deam
Laiy nienr o scnrn b redoubt;
His Hps, tho' silent seemed Lo say:
* Furever muustesr ttout! "’

L]

we bine-

No more to beal th rataplan,
No more with pride to march

Behind the banner « sorn with stars,
Beneatlh Lhe szove arch.

No more at night L dream of hiome
Where merry elfidren shout;

No more to sound the old tittoo,
For he wuas mustcrad out.

Around him flercely went the fight
That stormiy Wister dav:

Now forward swepl ihe lines of blue,
Now onw

And hunds
And fougl

dadlicd the gray

‘1?‘-1”")&],

] ]::- |'=-\'¢' E]' L

t with suynl

Looked sund and wondered why
One little drum ¥us still

W
Wl

I nronun

One tiny arn: was 2antly thrown
Aeross the shatte sed dram

A =ile was on Lhe 1ildish face
That seemed Lo« LY, 1 oo |

You would have tirught that from the skies,
Where all is peace a oV,

An nngel wilth & s ile hud kissed
To sleep Lthe drumiuer boy,

"

It happened thet the
Went buckward in

And forward presserd
Teén thousand e

On, on, they came with bristling steel,
On, on, with woignt and main,

Over the ground where dead men lay

AB Lthick us hnrvest é:|-1j|l!

rinks of blue

tho frny,

with shout and yell
in geiay,

A rebel stopned, and, looking down,
i i r boy espled,

d brow, und sigh'd—

1 have a bouy,” sald he, " who beals
Sowmewhere the entaplan,

Where southward flows Potomac’s stream,
And whirls thie Bapidan.

“And if he les like this poor boy,
From war foreves froe,

l would o God SO e
I1is snowy brow fay mie

wonld kiss

fu

I know a mother's jieart doth yearn
For one wha wi ol come,

And so | kiss for her to-day
The drumumer by his drom.”

Another kiss and then hé sprang
Away to join the fight,

And o'er the batlefleld came down
The dark nand lonesome night.

Beneath the stars the drummer lay,
Amid the awful ront,

Upon his brow (he rebel's kiss,
And ever mustersJ ont.

To-day the grass » loang and green
Upon that field of fame,

Forgotien is the drammer boy,
Unknoown his foeman's name,

But fir beyoud the sturs that shine
With love so warma and true,

A pardon wails for the mnn who kissed
The drummer boy in blue!

—-

BASE-BALL.

The Carcer of the Clnclunatl Red Stockings,
[Outing.]

The firat regular professional base-ball team
ever ostablished was that of the Cincinnati
Clab, under the mansgement of Harry Wright,
which went into practical operation in 1868,
There had previously existed a phase of pro-
fessionalismm in Lbe sharing of gate money by
the old Atlantie, Mataal, Ec¢kford, Athletic
and I'hiladelphia Clabs, of Brooklyn, New
York and Philadelphia, but the Cincinnati Red-
stockiug Nine, of 180820 years ago—was the
first regular salaried team, and from that year,
therefore, may be datad the existence of pro-
fessionz! ball-playing, Though the Redstock-
ings, of Cincinnati, were defeated in 1868 by
the Altlantic and Atklegic Clubs, from their last
games, in October of that year, up to June,
1870, the Redstockings did not lose a single
game; their carecr on the ficld during the sea-
son of 18G9 stands as * the best on vecord ” of
any professional cluli in the country from that
year to this, The champion team of Cincin-
nati, during 1869, igeluded Asa Brainard and
Douglas Allison as the battery—pitcher and
catcher—with Gonld, Swensy and Waterman
on the bases ; George Wright as shortstop, and
Leonard, Harry Wright and McVey in the out-
field, This team wus trained for the season’s
cawpaign of 1369 as po ether temmn had ever
been before, and the result was an exceptional
success, It led to the establishment of regular
salaried teams in the place of the sewi-profes-
sional nines which hgd previously existed,

“TO CARE FOR HIM WHO HAS BORNE THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS."

A Boy Spy

° [ -
In Dixie.
Service Under the Shadow of
Noosa,

—— e

WINTER QUARTERS.

and Plots
High Officers.

Hangman’s
IN

Intrigues Among

The Cavalry Arm Demonstrate

Its Power.
—_—

[coPynianT, 1887.1

E enjoyed a long, quiet
rest in our Winter

gunarters, during wl
time I amused myself
in the study and prae-
tice of signaling. The
Signal Service men
were mounted and
equipped as cavalry.
As the cavalry arm is
styled the eyes and
ears of an army, the
signal eavalryman, in addition, became the
tongne and spesker for the army.

April we put in the time around headquarters
writing letters home, reading papers and books,
with an oceasional ride ont to the Lacey Honse,
to see (ieno, over the river. There was musie
in the air every evening;
fonnd my=e=lf in any pl
enter largely into my life. The leader of our
band was a peeunliar fellow, I've forgotten his
pame, but he was something of a character and
bad his history. On his armas were pricked in
India ink, after the sailor fashion, some figures,
which we were given to understand were his
family coat-of-arms. Ile was a good fellow and
a fine cornel player and leader, even if he may
have been a disgnised “Juke.”

One of the favorite airs with the officers
about headquarters was “Sonnds from Home.”
At any time it is a beantiful piece of musie, but
under such circumstances as then surrounded
us it was heavenly. The leadeér was the cornet

into Lis cornet,
acre of ground for him to play this picce. He
would march arouud, pace back and forth, as
he played his beantiful eornet, like a wild man.
“Sounds from Home,” therefore, remaing in
my memory one of the sweelest of airs,

The mechanically-inclined soldiers amnsed
themselves fixing up in the most beantifully
artistic forms the headquarters of their oflicers’

DecorATED WINTER QUARTERR,
as wall as of their own huts, The woods were
scoured for pine branches, saplings, and even
the frozen enarth torned up in the search for
queer-shaped roots with which to decorate
headgnarters.

Without exaggeration, I have seen in that
dreary Winter camp bowers of evergreen arches,
rustic fencesnnd gothie cottages of pine saplings
that for real beauty exeelled anything I b
eéver seen since, even on the mimic sfage.
boys bad nothing else to do, and each corps or
brigade vied with the other in their efforis to
produce the most attractive surroundings. At
Gen. Sickles's headquarters was arranged one
of the prettiest of Winter gavdens., Gen. Sickles
was popular with his Excelsior Brigade, and
when he brought hLis wife and family down
from Washington the boys all turned in to
make a happy surprise for them.

There were at the time a great many Indy
visitors to the old army,

It was my good fortune to be present on the
riding staff when Mr., Lincoln and wife visited
Gen, Hooker. Of course I did not get near the
President, but I saw him every time heshowed
himself, and stood some distance behind him
among the stail’ on the elear, cold day the whole
army passed before him in review,

As a signal man 1 assert here that the rehbels
saw that review, and were able to distinguish
every regiment as it passed a certain point. 1§,
of course, did not give them much satisfaction,
as there were about 100,000 of us,

There were amusing oceurrences also during
this time. We had theatrical performances
oceasionally ; also well-condueted concerts, with
brass-band orcliestras; horse races, in which a
certain headquarters mule cutstripped some of
the best horses on the staff.

The boys rigged up their dugonts in good
style, and lnid out their eamp streets after the
mauner of the city streets at their homes, 1
remember that near us thero was a New York
brignde, which had some of the most fantastic
tastes, They had a BEroadway, on the tents of
which were signs, painted in charcoal, of “Astor
House,” “ City Hall,” *“Mayor's Oftice.” Others
had * Walnut-Street Theater,” and a thousand
and one funny and absurd titles, like “ John
O’'Groat's House,” “Saints' Rest,” ete. Over
the canvas roofs on the dugouts wounld be drawn
in charcoal some of the most ridiculous char-
acters.

In this way the dreary months were passed
until just before the preparations began for the

move to Chancellorsville, when I was ordered

{he

THE STONEMAN RAID.|

During the months of February, Marvo and

indeed, I have never |
ice that music did not

player, and he seemingly blew his whole sonl |
We used to say it required an |

| heretofore explained that I

| which
| Dictator, in place of President Lincoln,

@ribune.
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on special secret sgevice to go with Gen,

man on his raid to the rear of G [«

It is with considerable reluctanes that 1
make this jump in my narrative from the dale
of Honker's taking command his first
netive movement at Cha The
months of Febroary, March and all of
April were spent io comparative idleness. That
is. the massive Army of the Potomuae, with its
100,000 men, were in their restfol Winter
quariers on Siaiford High [ ite Fred
ericksburg. Il is a great mistake, however, Lo

suppose that thero was no acliv

quarters of that army.

We were boiled and rred up incess iv at
headquariers by the little wars and loside con-
spiracies between onr own General officers and
against the War Offie The seeret history of
some of these bickerings would be intercsting
reading, by way of fool notes to the art 5

being contribiuted to the Cenfury and othe
books by some of those who were active
icipants in these fraitorous schemes, 1

v
!
[y

however do nol know enough of

now
WAar
pari

1% (excepl irom

personal gossip abont 15) to permit

sitlon

my venturing upon any dedai

Suflicient is known, however, in ¢

wmcral
cognizant of
the affairs at the time, to bear me out in assert-
ing that amongst other schemes there wasa
widespread, organized amongst
certnin officers to attempt a coup d'etat, by
McClellan was to made Military

way, by the survivoers, who were

cOuSpiracy
be

This may be denied again and again, but the
unadulterated facts are (and they frozeso hard
that Winter that they will keep to the end) that
there was such a couspiraey. The correspond-
ence on the subject with the Copperhead poli-
ticians in the North, who were to manage that
end, is probably yet in existe
when the active participators are dead and gone,

nce. Some day,
i
perhaps the truth may be made known.
INTRIGUES AND PI
On the occasion of & visit to Washington

s 0 | . i * &1 T wrvist 21708 1]
durn.g this wong Winter sic g, 1 wasdqnesiioncd

LTS,

privately by the Covede Commitlee as

curing some information on the suhject.
As I have stated befure, I had had enough of
i 1

the politicinn- secret-service basiness, and di

not take kindly to their making any

as aspy on our own headquarters.

But this

much was established: there were agents in
Washington, wearing the uniform of the Union |
army, who were in communication with oar

Generals in the field and politicians in the
North, who personslly sounded certain officers
at a certain hotel reom on the sulject. Thess
officers procured from this traitorous committee
all the information they could, and promptly
gave it to the Government officials,

Only one more word of this; one, probably
two, of the officers who proeured this informa-
tion are prominent officials in the Government
Their character
for reliability and truthiulpess is uuimpeach-
able. That is ail I have tosay on this question
at preseut.

Gen. Burnside was aware of the intrignes—
to call it by & mild terin—that were going on
among his ggyn officers, As a telegrapher I
handled some cor . " indence with the War |
Department at the tiuie wkhich, tarned sato = :
scroen, would 1 wo * handwriting on the |
wall” that would more than surprise the war- |
reading publie. The ciffect would be greater
than any magic-lanfern or atere
tion of battlefelds.

Burnside wanted to arrest Hooker and his
friends as public conspirators, 1have heard bim
talk and sct so wildly on this subject, that I

believe if the provocation had been given Burn-

service at Washington to-day.

ke s

-\:l:i‘i': yn exhibi- ‘

W%
v

1015 §

day, cerrespondence on filein the secretarchives
that would couflrm this statement,

It was Mr. Lincoln who personal
]

vately, thirough certain friends,

and pri-

Burnside

Leld
in check

Of

COurse Bu
this snbject; but
tions and treact
suce at times, Jjen. Hooker probably was
obliged to swallow, in s¢eret, some terrible
dozes of the same medicine he and others had
given to Durnside,

This upnbappy condition of our family affairs

at headquarters did pot affect me directiy.

There was & general : officers
with the change of commanders.

the Orderlies followed their chi

{Of course |
3.) 1 have

was o “spoecial,” on |

telegraph and signal duty. My work conld not
be perlormed by every one, therefore I was let

HOOKER'S STYLE.

a looking spocimen of n General would

I

advantage over Bomsid

As Oue

wish to see. » had bot slight

was more of thi

of high-toned, |
ar' WIS &

Le

“hishiop’

Hool

In kis ordipary talk

Stiidlel |

gentlemunly dignity.
all over. was short
and abrupt.
a ride, he would strut out to his horse, monnt
him in a jerky way, as if in a bad humor, and
ride off on & gallop as if he were going into a
fight every time. He was surreunded by a
stafl who were of course suited to the chief, |
Among them were the oflicers with whom l]

|

1

|

When he came ont of his office for

had suddenly become acquainted throush the

N |
BMARIUD

balloon episode. It was while and
plavning this affair that I had embraced the
U;lpn]‘,‘tllnil_‘p’ to hint, without giving my full
Listory, that I was familiar not only with the
t{a[mg;—a]:h}" of the couniry behind the rebel
army, but I also knew every street in Rich- '
luu::‘l. |

If one-half the able plans and campaigns |
which were submitted to Gens. Burnside and |
Hooker by ambitions soldiers bad been acted
upon, there would not huve been anybody left
of the Army of the Potomac to tell the story,

1 aun going to tell of a plan to go to Ri
mond with a cavalry force on o raid to 1
the prisoners in Libby and Delle lsie,
probably capture Jefl Davis,

It was not mey plan, but it probably resulted
from some tulk I bad with a certain stail oili-
cer about my previous experiencesin Richmond,
It will be understood here, without my
referring to the subject, that I evjoyed
advantages as a guide.

I had acquired by peculiar and tryinz per-
sonal experience o Knowledge not only of the
roads between Richmond and Fredericksbuorg, |
but also of the fertifications and entrances into
the former éity.

1 was ulso familiar with the loeation of every-
thing in Richmond., I knew exactly where to
look for Jeff Davis's bed-room and office; and
not onlv this, but I could, on the darkest nizht,
pilot a gang of bold raiders in front of Libby
by the best and safest road, Those who have
read my story will understand this.

The plan was, in brief, to send a picked
cavalry force into Richmond on the jump, aud |
gurprise the rebel Government at home. I was
to go along as a guide and pilot-boy. If we
succeeded in getting into Richmond on the
same night wo started—that is, suddenly—we
wore to first release the prisouecrs, capture

la-
5
and |
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Joff Davis, and, if neeossary, destroy ail we
i T L i ¥ i r,f_;_fj;:
particularly w r¥ in the scheme. 18
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On account of this t iy of Stoars,
as well s of oor own were expected to
' innock to gnard thess

sad width of the river be-
F

throwing a foree of cavalry over below whera
the water was too deep to ford, and where theze

It was planned in thi
alry demonstr
fords. It was hoped that
of Stuast's cavalry to thatl pein
erossed near Chaucellorsville
operate below in pe

A gunboat or bwe
out of sight of the 1
s, was (o convoy a v

talion of engineers, a su

3 Way:

tion wis to h#

A atrong cave
wle on the npper
this wouid draw all
t, while Hocker
and leit us to

it
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the Pt;f'_—{li Tl “’hich wad
Is, ar 14 miles behind
]l containing & bat-

21l light battery and a

| big supply of poutoon boats.

They were to be fitted ont with all the ap-
plianees for constructing a pontoon bridge or
operating as ferries at a certain peoint on the
Rappahannock near Port Royul. This fotills
was to quietly sail down the Potomae, and after
dark ascend the Happahanneck to this peind
and guietly lay their pontoons.

The selected or picked cavairy,

with Kil-

patrick as leader, was io march down the
river and ata cerizin hour cross 2nd makea
bold dash to Richwnond 1 ‘ht. Rich-

mond was but two hours’
We were to get batween |

moud. The first most ]

to quietly surprise and

on that line., 1 wa

n: this point,
Lze and Bich-
t operation wag

especially detailed to de-
and keep up communies-
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es for tearing ap
, for burning
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to retreat or fall ba
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to me that
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*} th 1y a few
OO wen ordere
T tha ¢ 2. Ganbouls
= & Vil
= left pndone in the way of
lannil 1 rivid & great suceess.

As a signal effic and as a guide, I was
prominent im all the discussions, and I was
freely exnmined as to my knowledgze of the

§ Richmond.
ot be said that the scheme failed: on
t St fed to a certain extent,
raid e o] _1 IS

re sueeessind 1 iue to too

wach talk among certs it headguar-

ters. It is a fact not to be oka&d that the

rebels semehow learned of almost gvery move-
ment of our armies in ad

It is & maiter of T ¢ Kilpatrick did

U i such a raid as 1 bave

g his purpose only and

I wnd w
tor in 3 circuitous ro
Lee and Stuart to reach
anthorities ha
a warm rece

1t wilil
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mutiulat

from al

yoove

yrepare and tender him
ha reached Richmond,
ed that on this occasion
killed g 1 5 l'x.ui)'
\ - aas Lo releass
the prisoners from Libby were found on his
body.
I Kilpatrick
had been planned, af

be remembe

conld have crossed below, a3

ter destroying communi-
cation, he would have reached Richmond in 3
few hours, and we would have feand Jelf Davis
in bed enj p of

are as stated,

planeingz this X
zen. Stoneman for
ns 4 matter of

wand

offictal
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cours

nposedt U,

had v. But in-
stend « we rode above,
crossed “ord, and rode be-
hivd L now how many
days, going pre to Richmond, We
bathed our tired | d watered our horses

in the James Ki ve or west of Richmond.

Bat I will not ipate the stary of Stone-
man's great raid. That is one of the war sto-
ries that has not yet been told, or if it has I
have never sean it. My work on this trip was

to tap the rebel telegraph wires in rear of Lee
and to pilot them into Kichmond

I don't expert to do to the subject,

craat bivm
Flisns e

but I ean tell just what I saw and did 53 I reda
glone with Gens, Stoncman, Wesley Merrits,

. uster, ete.

Gen. (eorgs A. Stoneman, who was recently
the Governor of California, is yet living and
counld tell the story of the hopes and expecta-
tions better than anycne else. Right here I
may be allowed to insert, by way of authority
for the story I have been telling, some papers,

A COMMISSION AT LasT.

As will be remembered, I was ambitions (&

secure a commission from the War Department




