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A Nondescript Navy Which Speedily
Becomes & Power.

i | force was necessary.”
THE SUMMER OF 1862.| Orders were received directing Porter to Sarvice Under the Shadow of the
proceed st once with his mortar-schooners

Fighting the Batteries and Boats
Around Vicksburg.

—_——

GRANT AND PORTER.

Brilliant Work Done at Arkan-

sas PostL

— i ———

BY W, II. MICHAEL, LATE OF TEE NAVY.

lost 15 killed and 30 wonnded. The vessels
were repeatedly strnck, but none dizabled.
After the passage of the fleet Farragut wrote
to the Secretary of the Navy that his “ ves-
sels had run’ by the batteries and could do
it repeatedly, and that the enemy’s guns
could be silenced temporarily, but to ac-
complish more than that a sufficient land

to Hampton Roads, wither hestarted July 2.
DAVIS WITH HIS FLOTILLA
and Farragut with his fleet were at_ anchor
below the mouth of the Yazoo, with no spec-
ial work to do. The one had fought his way
down and the other had fought his way up
the river to the point where they were lying.
All the fortified points on the river bad been
wrested from the enemy, with the exception
of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. It had been
demonstrated that these strongholds could
not be taken by the nsvy alone. While the
Government was extremely anxious to eapt-
are Vicksharg, an army eould not be spared

IIL
ARRAGUT dragged |
nis fleet of 17 vessels, |
carrying 154 guns,

| st this time to co-operate with the navy in

ite reduction.
THE REBEL BAM ARKANSAS MAEKES A

BOLD DASH.
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“A DIVERSION.”
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Might Have Been Avoided.
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In Dixie.

WITH PLEASONTON.

Scenes About the Headquarters

Terrible Sacrifice of Men that

war was 8 business that
ried.

I saw Gen. Pleasonton angry ene day st o
matter that seemed so trifling that all the
stafl enjoyed the affair. His servand, or hos-
tler, who took care of his blooded riding
horse, had been regulariy supplied by the
General with a little cash o be used in

conld noé be hur-

through the mud at | y¢yag ramored that the rebels were build-
the Delta into the |5, o operrul ironclad ram at Yazoo City,
Mississippi River, i | g0q it ghe would ewoop dowa on the
Aprl, 1862. Al °fi Yankee gunbonis as soon as she was ready
these vessels WeTe | g5 yoya  After waiting a few days in vain
built for ships of WaT, | £.r Jior to put in an appearance, ihe Tyler,
unsble to fire head-on, | 0arondelet and rem Qacen of the West were
and were hence ill|...¢ up the Yazoo to leok for her. They

DO not remember the
exact location of
beadguarters after
our retnrn from the
raid, duriog which I
was engaged in this
telegraph duty, We,

Tug DEAD ExXGINEER
xeeping a supply of loaf or lump sugarem
band. It was the General's habit before
mounting to receive from his hostler s lump
of the sngar, which he fed himseif to his
horse. It is said, you know, that the feed-
ing of alump of sugar to a horse regnlazly

five armed steamers,
bastily eqaipped for the service, and a pum-
ber of mortar-schooners. With this force,

suddenly found what they were looking for.
A ranning fight followed, in which the rebel
ram proved berselt amateh forail three of her
aotagonists, She wus heavily plated with

by the most skiliful and gallant fighting,

| railrosd iron and was provided with an iron

Forts St. Philip and Jackson were speedily | oo The shells from our gans glanced off

reduced snd the enemy’s defense feet

sud Macomb, guarding the approaches to
New Orleans by way of Lake Pontchartrain,
Fort Livingston, at Barrataria Bay and Fort
Berwick, st Berwick Bay, were hastily
sbandosed, thue opeaing undisputed way
to that city. All the gons the enexy could
renfove from the latier forts were iaken to
Vicksburg. New Orleans was sorrendered.
Without taking time 1o repair his vessels, the
energetic Admiral dispatched seven of them,
wnder Cspt. Craven, up the river to take
po=session of Baton Honge and Natchez, and
to destroy such bosts and property of the
enemy as they might find, The fleet met
with no opposition until it reached Vieks-
burz. The civil and military authorities of
this city replied to the demands for surren-
€er that

® MISSISSIPPIANS ENOW

XoT

EoW TO STRE-

RENDER." l
Ko wonder they feit defiant in their natoral |

stronghold ; for, indeed, the ragged hills
gbove, below and in the rear, with their
frowning twops swsnding in defiance, were
ecouph to make their pos
bsushity and to deter a foe, withont the
miles of intrenchments bristling with can-
pon that afterward defied for months the
ecmbined genius and energy of our army and
navY.

The fiest under Craven srrived hefore
YVickshurg the 224 of May, 1502, With a
land force of 20000 men to co-operate with
the pavy at this time it can hardly be
doubted that the city might have been taken
snd held., As it was the vessels were pow-
erless to do mare than silence the river bat-
terics demporarily, aod then remsin idle
spectators while the fortificstions were ex-
tended and stiemgzihened. This was the
eondivion of affzirs when Farragut arrived,
s short while afier, with several other war
veswels and  the mortar-schooners under
David D. Porter.  Though the damaged con-
dition of the boats, the low stage of the
river, and the sbsence of a irnd force were
sgzinst him, Farmagut determined to attack
the place.

THE RIVER BATTERIES AT THIS TIME.

The enemy had at this time in position to
revel attack from the river, 26 guns. One
$-inch, three B-inch and one 18-pounder rifle
were planted on the highest point on the

sessnre bold and l

. iht:r armor, doing little damage. One or
wholly captured or destroyed. Forts Pike‘

two ghells entered ber portholes, and it was
thougihit a shot penetrated her hull, as she
gas observed pumping a constant stream of
water. Bhe foughit her way out of the Yazoo
and headed for Vicksburg, notwithstanding
this would take ber through both fleets.
Fortunately for ber every vessel had steam
down except the Bragg, and her Caplain
waited for orders.

Farragut, in referring to the failure of the
Capiain of the Bragg to avail himself of so
unigue a chance, said: “ Every man has one
chance; the Capiain of the Bragg had his
and missed it.”

The ram Lancaster had bot little steam
up, yet she made a move toward the hold
enemay and received a shot through her
mund-drom, which ended her performance.
The ram, which proved to be the Arksnsas,
received & terrible hammering from oor
| guns; bul she was 80 Leavily armored that
ouly ope shiol crushed through ber. She
soon passed out of range of onr vessels and
| tied up st the wharf in front of Vicksburg.
Had our vesscls been ready for her she
wonld undoubledly have been destroyed.

Farrogut and Davis were both chagrined
| &t 1he bold and successful achievement of

the Arkansas, and determined to attack her
| under the hotteries where she lany. The
| Essex and Queen of the West were detailed
for this hazardous duty. The Queen suc-
oepded in ramwing her and the Essex raked
ber at short mege with 11-inch shot, killing
] wany of her crew, but they failed to sink
ber, as they bad hoped to do. The Essex
went on down and the Quoeen returned,
neither having sustained ecrions injury,
| aithoogh struck many times,
1 THE LECOIL FROM VICEBBURG.

| were rapidly yielding to the ill-effects of the
climate and vicious water. Forty-five per

| The hot seuson wos at hand, and the crews”

the navy in a final attack on the Sebastopol
of the South. But this period of compara-
tive inactivity—from July to November—
“was the calm beiore the storm.” Yet it
must not be understood that the navy was
idle doring this interim. An expedition
was sent up the Vazoo in Awngust, which
spread terror and destruction along that
stream as far as the Big Sunflower. Many
vainable steamers were captared and burned,
and Confederate property valued at a half
million dollsrs destroyed. The vessels sta-
tioned along the Mississippi and in the Ten-
nessee and Cuomberland were constantily on
the move in keeping those rivers open for
army communication, in convoying trans-
ports, in supporting weak points and chas-
ing the irrepressible gnerrille

ACTING REAR-ADMIRAL PORTER TAKES

COMMAND,

On the 15th of November, 1862, Com-
mander David D. Porter, holding the local
rank of Acting Rear-Admiral, assnmed com-
mand of the squadron.

Davis had already bailt several tin-clads,
s class of vessels found to be wecessary in
low stages of water aod in operating on the
tributarics to the Mississippi. Porter in-
creased their nmuber as rapidly as possible,
These vessels were light draft stern and
gide-wheel steamboats, with half-inch iron

e
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ceut. of the men and officers were on the | 4
sick Jist apd unfit for duty. Under the cir- | S

vessels away from the sickly loeality. Far-
mediately, while Davis concluded to stay as
long ns Gen. Williams, with his small com-
mand, remained. Bul Willinms wisely
determined to go along with Farragut, and
Davis moved his bass of operations to
Helena. Here he reorgunized his crews, and
filled the places of geveral hundred men
whose terms of shipment had expired.

The iron-clad Essex and ram Buomter re-
mained between Vicksburg and Baton
Rouge, their nearest support being the Kin-
neo and Katahdin, at the latter place,

On the 15th of Aungust Gen. Breckinridge
attacked Gen. Williams with a superior
force at Baton Rouge. Although our little
force fought desperately, it was gradually
driven back to the river. When the gan-
boats conld do ®o without endangering our
men, they opened on the enemy with shrap-
nel and shell, and in & ehort time drove him

Gex. GrRAXT A¥D CoMMonGRE PORTER.

bluffs above the eity in the bend, where they
bad & ruking fire o the vessels, aud were as
Butle exposed as possible ; just above them
were works containing 24-pounders; a hslf
mile above the city, 50 feet above the
water, was 4 batery containing six 32-
prunders and four 42-poonders, com-
mupnded by Capt. Todd, s brother-in-law
of President Lincoln. The other 11 guns
were scattered along the nidge in the most
sdraptageons positions for a mile or more,
It will be seen by this that the rebel bat-
teries at this time extended over a distance
of three miles, und woold have onr vessels
i runge for at least three-fourths of an hour,
The fleet got under way Juue 28 and siter
» well-sustained fight, lasting several hours,
the enemy’s guns were silenced and the
boiis eame o anchor sbove the city, having

back. Gen. Williams was killed and his
command badly cut up, but the loss of the
enemy, owing to the destructiveness of the
heavy sbells and shrapnel from the boats,
was moch larger.

THE EAM ARKANSAS DESTROYED,

It was intended that the ram Arkansas
shonld support Breckinridge in his attack
on Williams, but she failed to put in an ap-
pearance. The Essex lost no time in going
up the river to ascertain why she had thus
failed. The ram was eighted not many
miles above, lying against the Lonisiana
shore, apparenily engaged in repairing her
machinery. The Essex made for her at once,
Without showing any resistance, the ram’s
crew set her on fire and escuped to the shore,
Before the Essex could send a force 1o ex-
tinguish the flames, they had reached the
magazine aud the famous vessel blew up.
Thus ended the career of the most formida-
ble ram the rebels had yet built for service
on the river. The Union force at Baton
Rouge was withdrawn to New Orleans, and
the river between Vicksburg and Port Hud-
son was left in undisturbed possession of
the enemy for over three monihs ‘This re-
coil from Vicksburg was not brought about
by the enemy, but was solely the resalt of
the army not being ready to co-operate with

ragul determined to go down the river im- |

cumstapees it seemed the imperstive duty of | 22955
the commanders of both fleeis to take their | =

TRE RAM ARKANSAS.

bulkbeads built up all around as high as
the boiler-deck. The pilot-house was low-
ered to the hurricane deck, and plated with
inch iron. Additional protection was built
around the boilers and steam-pipes. The
cabins and stafe-rooms were altered very
litile. On the whele they were comfortuble
vessels for the crewsand officers. They were
armed with 12 and 24-pounder brass howit-
zers, mounted on friction carriages. Later
in the war some of the stronger vessels of
this class were armed with 32-pounder Par-
rots.

A more pretentions class of vessels was
added to the squadron, such as the Tas-
cumbia, Lafayette, Indiancla, Choctaw, and
Chillicothe. These vessels were heavily
plated and armed with 100-pounder
rifles and 11-inch guns, and had they been
deliberately built would have been equal to
any emergency on the river. The old ram
Sampson was converted into a floating
blacksmith and machine-shop for the use
of the squadron, and the Red Rover was
altered into a hospital ehip of the most econ-
veuient and comfortable character. Thus
equipped, Porter was impaticnt for work,

GRANT AND PORTER MEET,

His wish was realized in November, 1862,
Capt. McAllester, Quartermaster at Cairo,
gave asupper to army and naval officers
aboard bis steamer one evening. When the
guests were about to sit down to supper, a
small, travel-worn man in citizen’s ¢lothes
was ushered in and introduced as Gen, Graut,
He und Porter were soon engaged in con-
versation alone. After a few preliminary
remarks Grant asked:

“When can you move with yoar gun-
boats ?”

Porter replied that he could “ move within
24 hours with all the old gunboats and five
or six new ones, together with the Tyler,
Lexington and Conestoga,”

“Very well, then,” quictly replied Grant;
“1 will leave you now, and write at once to
Sherman to have 30,000 infantry and artil-

lery ready to start for Vicksburg the mo-

WILL HE EVER AWAKEN?

ment you get to Memplis. I will retaurn to
Holly Springs to-night, and will start with
a large force for Gréenada as soou as possible.
I will draw Pemberton, with the larger part
of his army, out of Vicksburg, and in his
absence you and Sherman will be able to
take it.”

Without partaking of any supper, the
quiet, unpretentions man took his deparinre
aud rode in the saudle most of the way back
to Holly Springs. * i

This brief interview between these two
great men was the [irst practical step toward
the capture of Vicksburg. Grant drew Pem-
berton out of hLis stronghold according to
the plan, and Shermsan made his attack; bat
the unexpected strength of the enemy’s
works, the heavy rains that came on, and the
sudden return of emberton’s army were
obstacles that Sherman was not prepared to
overcome, and he withdrew his army to the
transports and re-embarked.

The gunboats, however, acesmplished their
work thoroughly, They prepared the way
for the landing of the troops. To do this
they encountered the batteries and exposed
themselves to the hidden danger of torpe-
does planted everywhere in the river. The
Cairo, one of the original seven ironclads,
bad two of these engines of destruction ex-
ploded under her, and sank in 30 feet of
water. The torpedoes found here were of
the crudest design, being common demijohins
filled with powder, anchored in pairs, and so0
arranged &8 to bes exploded by suflicient
pressure on a connecting wire attached to
friction priwners,

With the loss of the Cairo and the repnlse
of Sherman’s army the expedition was a
failure in everything, save valuable though
sad experiénce. The army learned that

Vicksburg could not be reached by way of |

the Yazoo, and the navy had learned a les-
son in the art of fishing for torpedoes, and
that demijohns filied with powder were as
dangercns to runfounl of as when charged
with average commissary whisky.

CAPTURE OF ARKANEAS POST.

Porter treated the affair as an episode of
the war, while Sherman was very much cast
down by the failure. The latter declured
that he must go somewhere and clean out
the rebels to raise the spirits of his men,
and proposed going at once to Arkansas Post
for that purpose. This fort was 80 wmiles up
the Arkansas River, and was a convenient
rendezyous for guerrillas, who were con-
stantly embarrassing uparmed transports,
Porter readily assented, and set about get-
ting things ready for the expedition. At
this juncture Gen. McClernand arrived with
orders to reiieve BSherman of his com-
mand. Porter wus greatly disappointed,
and declined taking any part in the pro-
posed expedition if Sherman shonld be re-
lieved before it was made. MeClernand
treated the matter very gracefully, and,
waiving his right to the immediate com-
mand, asked if there would be any objection
to his going along.

The expedition entered White River and
passed through Smith’s Cut-off into the
Arkansas River 12 miles from its mouth,
The army landed fonr miles below Arkansas
Post Jan. 9, 1863, The fort was a square,
bastioned work, ocontaining 11 guns, the
heaviest being 9-inch. Rifle-pits and trenches
extended out from the fort, but these were
made untenable by the gunboats. Sherman
moved his army around to the rear of the
fort, and the ironclads approached near
enongh to send in a few feelers, which drew
forth a vigorous response. Everything be-
ing in readiness, the De Kalb, Louisville
and Cincinnati moved up to within 400
yards of the fort and opened the ball in
earnest. Each boat was assigned to a par-
ticular casemated bastion, with orders to re-
duce it. This plan was carried out com-
pletely. The gunhoats dismounted or de-
stroyed every gun in the fort, and when the

army was on the point of making a general
assanlt the enemy ran up & white fag. The

- |
fort, commanded by a former naval officer,

surrendered to the navy, and the army of
5,000 men to Bherman. Immediately after
the surrender MceClernand assumed cowm-
mand of the land forcea and wrote the re-
port of the engagemeant, although he had
taken no part in it

NAVY PEOIMLE HAVE ALWAYS LOOKED

' UPON

the work done here by the gunboats with
no small degree of pride. The enemy was
protected by astrongiy-built fort, easemated
with railroad iron. His guns were of heavy
caliber and hisrange perfect. In the fuce of
this epposition the ironclads laid head-on
and continued their deliberate and de-
structive fire till every gun in the fort was
eitoer dismounted or rendered unfit for nse.
As al Fort Henry, the elevation was just
right for the hoats, and their iron plating
forward afforded ample protection. Yet
they sustained some damage and lost sev-
eral men killed by the enemy’s shots enter-
ing the portholes. The De Kalb and Louis-
ville lost six killed and 25 wounded. The
Cincinnati, thongh struck often fairly and

sguarely, sustained no losses,
| o be continued.]

DECORATION DAY,

[Respecifully dedicated to Lyonm Post, No. 11, and
Eindred Posts in the Stale of Nebraska,]

BY CHAS. RIEF,
The morning dawns and leaps from night;
Aurorn's golden funeral light
Eushronds, while the * morgana” plays,
Our prairie-homes in sombrons rays;
The flecting clomds pass awiftly by,
Dissoiving in Lhe azure sky;
And shindows from on high appear,
Portraying scenes of [ife's enrecr.
Out of the slow-inerensing hum
The bugle sounds, with muffed drom,
¥ Murchy! fall in line,” you veteraus berel
Commemornte the soldier dear;
Join civie throng this ** Thirtietih May,"
Nebraska's Decoration Day.

March slowly and with measured tread
Toward the city of your dead—
Necropolis of eomrmwles brave,

Who by earth’s ambient tidal-wave

Are swept from time—among the blest
Have Inid Lheir weary heads Lo rest.
Futigued from wars and esrthly tramps,
Huve gone to where ** Ulysses eumps ;
Gone Lo the land free from desires,

To slt around the sacred fires;

To chant the anthems of the frea
Amidst celestind liberty,

Columbia's dend and gullant hosé

Have token their eternal post.

Whilst doleful zephyrs sing and spread
The requien: of our silent dead,

Let us now love's command obey,

Qur baneds n floral tribute pay.

Here sleep those known of battle fame,
Let garlunds green entwine their name;
They stood like commuides side by side,
Fought slavery and put to flight

The Nation's foes on land and main,
Cur glorioas Union to maintain ;
Crown ull the graves and shady seats
With flowers pure and sylvan wreaths,
Rest, conguerors over death and time,
In tents of joy, in camps sublime,

Walt, winds, the story of our love,

In mundiane words to all above;

Spenk to the soldier in his tomb,

Let all the * boys in blue" commune;
Their camplives bura forevermore
Usmn the erystal river's shore;

Whilst worldly time here onward rolls,
Thae bivouse, a4 the death-bell wlls

For new recrulta who ** fonght the war,”
The boatunn plies nnd swings the oar:
Death lvwds the eraft and steers har uf.
Across the murky styginn wnve

To redoubts formed beyond the sky,

To a Grand Army ever high,

Yery Like Logic.
[Judge. )

Professor—Mr. Eaubrian, yon may demon-
strate to the class that smoking cigarets is not
injnrious,

Mr. Faubrian—Smoking cigarets kills; those
who smoke them are of no eurthly use and
ought to be killed; the good or bad anything
does must be judged from the effect it has on
the greatest number; therefore, since cigarets
rid tbe community at large of those who are
nseless to it, smoking them is not only not in-
Jjurious but beneficial.,

The Lesson Lost on Him,
[Judge.]

The teacher has just been explaining to the
class the Christian teacking of forgiveness.

*Now, Bobby,” she said, “supposs Johnnie
Blossom shonld hit you with a stone or with
his fist, what would be the Christian way of
el |

“1'd lick him first and I ’spose I'd forgive
him afterwurds,” replied Bobby, -

convenient to the
i railroad and tele-
{ graph wires. It was
probably clese by the
Sixth Corps' position,
as Gen, Sedgwick oe-
cnpied the ssme house with his staff, and as
their horses were tied about the fences,

It is not & matter of importance, except
that my staten:ants in regard to the tele-
graphing may e called in question, and I
desire to fortily myself with witnesses who
were “thar or tharubouts.”

One little incident will serve to locate me.
Gen. Pleasonton wus then the Chief of Cav-
alry, to whose general stall T was afterward
attached. He also occupied rooms in this
same building. Late one night a message
was brought in to me to deliver to the Gen-
eral. The building we were in had been
apparently descrted by the family. I was
told by some of the officers that I'd find
Gen. Pleasonton in his room up stairs, I
went tramping up the uncarpeted steps, with
wy big cavalry boots and spurs raitling aad

his blanket,
awakened every officer in the house, Some

pointed to Gen. Pleasonton’s room, which I

nel’s voice.

ambualance stretcher.

derringer pistols.

mB."

the matter straightenad out.

entire war.
GEN. PLEASONTON
was certainly ope of the most courteons,

the Potomac, '

It was my privilege and pleasure to be
near his person a great deal up to Gettys-
burg, and I cannot recall a single instance
of his using barsh or ungentlemanly lan-
guage toward his associates, Indeed, the

WAKING THE GENERAL.

General had more the appearance and man-
per of & Presbyterian minister thac of a
dasbing cavalryman. During the war he
wore his full beard closely trimmed, going
about the camps in his quiet, easy way like a
Chaplain.

It was Custer and Kilpatrick and Gregg
who possessed the dashing, dare-devil style.
Buiord, like Pleasonton, was an old Regular,
and went about amopgst his troops as if the

resoul Jdiny t=igeyh the great smipty hall'in
the * wee sma' hours,” so that I awaloned
Col. Blake, who was sleeping wrapped up in
The old Colonel gave me a
terrific blast from his bugle mouth, which

one crawling from under another blanket

entered unceremoniously, glad emough to
get any place out of sound of the old Colo-

I found Gen. Pleasonton by the aid of the
commissary candle I carried for a lantern,
lying asleep in bis elegant apartment on an
The head of bis couch
was an empty cracker-box, on which was
the remnans of his student lamp—about an
ineh of candle—alongside of which were two

Probably because I was nervous or rattled
by the fuss I had raised in the hall outside, I
abruptly awakened the General, at the same
monient stooping down to light his candle
with mine. The cld man must bave been hav-
ing a nightmare, as the moment I spoke he
started up, grabbed for his pistols, and scared
me 5o badly that I dropped the ¢andle on
the floor, leaving us in the dark, retreating
to the door as I said: “ Don’t shoot; it’s
After another " blessing” for my mid-
pight endeavor to deliver a message I got

I was telling Gen. Pleasonton of this in-
cident some time ago, which he recalled in
his usual pleasant manuer, thongh he insists
that he never carried a pistol during the

gentlemanly General officers in the Army of

the telegraphers, were | p o 0 et similar
h to lov
-ndupted for river SeIv- | giorted ou the 15th of July, and had not quartered in sax ol e e < powdars, and
ice. In addition 0| ..00n300 the river many miles when they house somewhere
these vessels he had

ATTACHMENT OF THE HORSE T0 THE FEED-
ER OF THE SUGAR.

On this occasion either the comtraband
had spent the sugar allowance for “com=
missary 7 or some one desired to play & triek
on the General by substitnting some lumps
of hard salt for the sugar. The horse found
out the deceit and kicked on too much sals,
and investigation showed the General thad
be had heen tritled with, and he was very
mad about it

It is probahbly trae that Gen. Pleasonton, as
the Chief of Cavalry, will be beld responsible
for not baving obuained information of Gen.
Lee's escape from Fredericksbarg. I have
talked with Gen, Plessonton aa recently as
the Summer of 1557 oo this sabject, bat his
explanation would make an interesting
chapter in itself, and does not pertain to this
narrative of facta,

It is suflicieat to say that, personally, I aé-
tribute the failure entirely to Gen. Hooker's
indiffercnce to the value of cavalry and
sconts. He was the Commander-in-Chief of
the Army of the Potomae. If he had oxdered
Gen. Pleazonton to look after Gen. Lee's rear
or flank, it would have been done. Bul whad
is the use ia reflecting on any ene man? IS
was better that Lee should have been de-
feated as an invader at Gettysburg than
as a defender at Manassas.

I hope it may not be considered egotistical
in me to observe Lere that I, as & seout and

A STrRATEGIC DIVERSION.

8py at headquarters, was in no way respen~
gible for the lack of information of Lee's de-
parture, I was not Chief of the Becred
Service,

I was busy every day and hour on this
telegraph duty, and was not thonghs of im
conuection with scouting, I cannot zesist
the temptation to say right here, in ccuneg-
ticn with my proposed

SERVICES WITH BURNSIDE,
that if he had remained in command I would
have been doing signal daty from Geno's
house in Fredericksburg, or from some poind
in the enemy’s lines,
If I had gone over the river as proposed,
and had mized with the Confederates as &
apy, I certainly would have secured informa-
tion of the movement of two of Lee's corps.
I should most assuredly have been alle to
have signaled this information over the
river, and then and there Gen. Hooker would
have received the credit for having " so won-
derfully divined the esemy’s movamenis
and thwarted his porposes.” The poer, de-
spised spy wonld probably have been hung,
and his services never been heard of,
I hovered about that ill-fated Fredericks-
burg during all of that Winter, snd until
the movement to Gettysharg, without cnce
having an opportunity to get into the town,
I was willing, perfectly willing, 0 go over
a8 & spy at the imminent risk of my life, thad
I might be near Geno. For some snfathom-
able reason, the fates were against me every
time.
I shall never do this snbject justice nntil
I write adime novel, giving the entire story,
I have not done so in this narrative of fhots,
becanse, you know, I am a family man suda
too literal confession might react upan my
gray bead.
Fredericksburg during all of these days
had, of course, a gloomy, deserted appear-
ance. There were always a few Confederate
sentries on duty, which we could plainky see
on the streets. At the river erossing, or ferry,
an oceasional flag-of-truce boat would be
rowed over, but on these occasions the Gen~




