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SALISBURY PRISON.

The Personal Experience of an Ohio
Cavalryman. '

VY JOHY G. WEAVER, 2D OHIO CAV.

——

1L

E retnrned with our
corn to the eabin, and

smuall brick store-housg,
inside @k which thoey
showed® a barrel of

corg beef, ﬂ!l%uiii ns
to help oursel which
we did, vech of%is tak-
ineza large pioce. They
filled up a sack with
flour, and we started
buck 1o the bridge
Some of the guards re-
lieved us of our lond
gnd teok both the meat
and fiour, and said they
would enpk them and
have them ready for us
when the train for
Salishury eame alonr,
which they said world
o be in the evening. \:\'c
roiu i to the guard’s cabin and shelled the
corn that we had gathersd, while some of the
guprds purched gquitea fot for us, with which
I filled the winte have PR, Wo put onr
blouses inside of our punisioous, and filied in
all the shelled corn that we could carry be-
taaen il and our i::_-_ﬁ-i,

Ourtrentinent had heen so kindand different
from whul we bad expected that 1 nsked the
old gentiswman (for such he proved te be)to
pive e his address, and pramised that 1l |
ever lived 16 2ot home 1 wonld surely writo 1o
himm, which spparently pleased him, and he
snid that 8 letier wonid resch him by address-
jng e Westmor-lanid, Mt, Morun, Aduir Co,,

N. . He alsy ook my address, pramising
that if he over reecived a Btter from wme he
swonld snrely atswer it Twentydenr years
haye passed sinoe the g, and althongzh he oluly
gove me bis pawe aud sddross by word, his

g expeeiid to be freated
harshily b onvscd mro te resmember it 85 A0 it
knd Wisen vestordar, As be was an old wsn
then. he must long ope this be gathered to his
fathers. trhere I pra® he i roceiving the re-
srard 1hut te prowisad to the jnst and good.

Elpdnes to onc wi

THIT EETORS TO EALISRURY.
As the duy wore away aud evening ap-
prasched the puurds begna to talk about the
grrival of the truin, nnd Jod, see rding to

aonr. Ti
ked eiyebt Iaree,

When the tram

promise. eooked oor mwent avd ¢ menl
was boiled, and they had oo
thick short-cakes—foarapies

prrived ther put uws en it in charge
eourds, and bade uvs pgood-by., Loaded down
with rativas, we stagted back by 1zl over the

of =ome |

they then took us to & |

| could =0 out yanongst the living,

A
‘ work to repair the damage done to our holo in

| grent tragedy that it playved.

| prison, sowe dying and others dewd, on whose

clay; and here in this rude underground hole
five of us poor mortals passed many weary and
anhappy days, but it afiorded us sheller, and
we contented ourselves as best we could,
THE BEREL QUILT COMES INTO PLAY,
1t was here that my quilt came into good
play, for it was the only thing in the shape of
bedding we had, snd although it was quite
parrow we managed to make it cover the five
of us. Many nights on the bare, cold floor of
that hole, spooned close together, with the old
qnilt stretched seross us as tight as a drum-
head did wesleep or worry throngh the nights,
It was impossible for one to turn without all
turnod, and as the guilt was just wide enongh
to keep the two ouisiders pulling and guarrel-
ine all through the night, so, with the chang-
ing of positions from oueside to the other and
with the pulling and hauling of the quilt, there
was not much sleep. The names of the other
threo of the 2d Ghio Cav. who were in otix hole,
if I can reoolest aright, were Ilenry Lauder-
wan, Vinl Beed nnd Henry or Johuny Smith,
We menagad to keep our spirits up by conversa-
tion and reading in the Testament which Lau-
dermun had, snd from which 1 wonid rexd chap-
tor alter chopter to them. The Winter in North
| Carolina is a miscrable misturs of rain, slest
ol cold, which penctrates even ivto the earth,
| #ud one night while 1t was raining, which it
had been deing for several days, we heard
sounds as if our earthen roof was going (o cave
in, amd in & short whila the signs were so un-
mistakable that we had scarcely gotten up
| when the whole mass eame down, compietely
filling onr hLole, which threw us ount in the
rain withont auy shelter. Secing nothing
eonld be done, we eommenced to lock for some
| place that would afford a resting place for the
[ night; but looked in vain, asevery place was
| filled 1o overfowing, until we came to the
dead-houss, whish we entered, and there in
that horrible place of the dead, who were Iying
stark enld and stifl in 4 row along theside of
thie wall, did we Iny ourselves down to try aud
| find that which wus impossikle for the living
in such a placc—sleep. Can there possibly be
a pon that can deseribe that horrible den? As
| we entered the door there wns to he scen by
the flickering embers of 8 fire o a low, wide
fireplace to the right end of the building the
| forms of three men, who were talkiog in whis-

| pors,. These were what was ealled the dead-
guard. The flickering blazs of the fire was
| suffickent 1o revesl in all itz hidiousness the

| secapants, both dead and alive. in the long,
| parrow room, the pictare of wiich has left o
sz fppression on my mind, Adthowgh the

oot aftorded us a shelter from the min, glad
| enouzh was 1 when daylight appeared, s0 weo

: goon 48 posaible that merning wo sct to

| the ground, which was speedily accow plished
| !‘:-' thirowing out the f'l-‘t}‘ that had eaved in,
prud then, in =ome unaccountahle way, we se-
cured sote picees of an old tent and stretehed
it over the opening, and we soon had onrselyes
justalled in our old quarters more comfortabloe,
if pussibie, than ever.
THE DEAD-HOTUEE,

Now that T have mentionod the dead-house
and its occupants, Jet us see the part in this
The poor prison-
ors were bedny picked up in all parts of the

cottutenuness conkd be read the loss of hope,

wiile their starved condition gave them the |
mwost luideesns and repulsive appearanece, All
dax long could be scen their wasted nnd hali-
naked forms carried by the dead-guard, of per-

baps by some of theirsurviving comendes, to
the dead-Lopse, where they were plied opon |
each other like cord-wood, fom whence they

were huuled in the dead-wagzon to the ontside |
diteh 1lat was to be the grave of the Duion's
noblest and bravest defenders. At first, the
masner is which the dead were handied by

Be-exTERING THE PRISON.

the dead-gasrd, and the rehel who drove the
muics that hizuled them, cansed consideratile
indizuation and talk amongst the priconers, but
Le continnul and constant going out with the
bodies soon beeame an olject of no concern to
anyoue, and finally po sttention was given the
malter at all,

It is boyond my comprehension how it is
tha! buman beiugs tanght and mised as Chris-
tinus cun 5o easily ignore the feelings aud re-
spect that Cheist taonght Lis children wnsdoe
to one another; bot in all that wicked relicliton
was thoere any feclings of Chyistianity shown ?
Lt those who eoneerved itanzwer the question I
to their own sonis, The first few dead that
were foustd were considercd terrible. They
wers tenderly laid ont, anl the rebel anthori-
ties sent in on the dead-wugon for the first
two wootden coiling, in which the bodies were
placed with some show of respect. Dut the
dend Decame so nnmerons that the prizoners
begon to sospeet thers was something wroug.
To satisly themsdves sonie of the boys put
marks on these collins,

had toumped towird Salishury

proand we

Prison, w1 el wo reached st night and were |

gt in the rebel gourdhouse, in which gaite a

pomber of refractury and unmanagesble ribels |

were confined for various offenses, When the
murping duwned™e were groeted guite jovially
b_t' the robol piiaGhers, wiho were di:;a-:&t.‘d 1o be
yory funiiliar,

“Why, belle, Yaok; howdy?" said they.
“When id you pet in? Ase you goingZ to siay
Jose with us? 1 bope yon will like the place
and gougmany,” Toeu notiviey o siiver conps
bedme, which I lind found oa the atlofivld of
Cpegosan, wnd which I Lad piuned on the Jap-
pel of iy ulouse, one sujd:
will you lake for that bressipin¥™
hits no answer, be sgain ted
propesizion 1o prade. mnd =xid: ¥ Now, look
hiere, Yuok, T'l] tedl you what il do.  1'il give
wou this bed Guilt for that breastpin” and le
beld up fur my inspection a well-worn, diriy
apd scwewlat torp oid quilt, This, e said,
worlld do mwe wore good 1u thore where 1 was
goine thsu the pin, sod i I wenld sy tde
e wou'ld call it & barguiwe T gladly wecepled
Aiis offir, for I knew he 2poke Lle truth,

iy irzipns and I were soon exlled ont and Gues-
l'mu. i by e o Boer of the 1‘i.«}' A Lo The Intg-
por fu which we eJTeoted onr escape, and when
1 teld hia where and Liow it was doue, be
gnid: “Yes, 1 believe you, and I et there
wed =l of S0 gt throuph thet iole, and the
guards s=id they discovered it hifore suy got
thirongh. YWom will bave 1o go back and 1ry i

aruin.’ .
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Afior we hsd gotton onr efeots topether, Lia |
1o the marrow gaté, |

aud n guard Iud us up
which be opeusd, snd xpsih we were in the in-
vliosore of sturvatioo, nnd deatls.
What o scotie was 12 that et oureves! Some-
how, suystetious aud nusecctntuble
way that pews s spread awmong = body of wen,
it bocame i the pii = of the

- —_—
FULCring

in tuut

focissanre that been. reeaptured, sud
Shey bad collocted in larpe nombers in front
and aroatid the gats to se= us enlot, and whon
e eutered with onr mest, bread awd corn,
wrhiel we earcied in plom view, it find su effeet
that we little Sremnied of It :‘lpiw"ll".‘.-i iroiu

[ o

whiait wo conld logsn that

THELE HAD LEEN N0 BATIONE
jssued to the prisoners the day beforo, nnd
swhen Lhese marving prisoiters belield wilid we
Liad and srhat they so mueh needed, in themest
besecching totes thioy begged for soms thing to
gat; vorcould the fashing eyves and touc of
vodor e pnisunderstood, xs the Bigitof the et
and broad fulrdy st thom wild, aud thoy prosssd
arotiud e in awmaniet that twold ax that our
lives were nol eafle in such n crowd, aud W
such appesis &8

=4}, say, partver, wou't yon pleuse give me
g pieoe of pacat? 1 havew't had anythiog for
two duys"

Ve wonld give o small picee, which sras re-
lﬁ"ql.'.rl". spalien that vur stock of rations soon
dwindled to almoest nothing. Never can 1 jor-
got the fercs wspiet and setions of the poor
glarving prisoners.  Uheir
p femi~hed pleato like those of hungry wolves,
and it wondd heve boen alimost as «afo for us lad
we boen ensl into 3 den of wild animals. Dut
e Eept snoviag along, surraunded a8 we wene,
puil we resched the pinth division, whero
Wigring wes locatod before our escape, und

bhere we found scversl of otr regiment, who
After
the exeitomwont attending our retorn had worn |
of we sotticd down 1o the same old reutine of |

There werefive of the 24

wore purprised and reloiecd 1o ste us,

bupeless prison life,
Glto Onv. whow I knew who were confined in

the prison, sl we resolved 10 stick together

abd take ¢ays =f eesh atlicr in case of sickness,
We had no place of sholter where we eo3'd be

togetbor, 56 we resalved to dig a hole in the
grousd, which we did immedintely in the rear
of tihe dead-house. This habitation wazsimilar
to munuy others that were dug for the same
purpose, snd weas coustrocted ou a plan which
we thought would afford ws the greatest pro-
The bole was
sbout six feet deep, with o arched roof of
sbout two foot in thickness, with seven fect
Iu one side of the bole

#eetion from cold and weather.

square of floos rocwm,
we dug a freplace avd constrocted o chimncy

with mud Lricks on the outside and above, to
ereate o dralt. We bud dug o narrow way for
s eptrance, in whick we shaped steps in the

o | EAY, Yzuk, whut !

e¢ves seemed 1o linve |

It svon bocame apperent to everybody in the
| prison that these same cofiins were used every
day. The rebels tricd te make it appear that
they were furnishing cofliuz forgll the dead,
but the marks soon showed that the coffiug did
duaty forall the Salisbury dead. The boys let
the suthiorities koow Lthat the subterfuge was
{ known, and as the wagon passed through the
| prison. it was greeted with® There govs thesame
| two old cofling” *“ I wonder how many more
{ they e poing to bory in those boxes? " These

and other like remarks soon cansed them to
| throw off their mask, and the colling wore dis-
| pensed with entirely.

EXGEMOUS CASUALTEIES.

The prisoners, on account of exposnrs and
starvation, begnn to drop off very rapidiy;
how wany g day I do not know, but suflics it
to =ay that it required two two.-mule tgams to
| hanl thewm ont. Thess were camposed of two
Hule serawny, curly and weak mules, and they
would hanl in o load of wood and heul out a
foad of deal men; and o small and weak were
they that they conld ouly take oul five bodies
at & tiwe, and often they wonld get stuck in
the sait and waxy clay dnd require assistanuce
froju the prisoners to elp pull them out,

MAN'S INHUMAXITY.

I have reand mooy sceounts of prison life,
but I have failed to see n deseriplion sueh a3
would ia any way deseribe the manner of
handling and the appearance of the Usnion
dead in Saiisiury Prison, A more heartless,
inbuman snd uuleeling mode could not Le
dreamed of by man or thought of by dev-
ils. The degd-wagon would back wp to the

door of the dead-house, and the dead-hoose
| guards would 1ift the body bétween them and
eirry it foet foremost to the tail end of the

| wagon, and with two swings and & henve threw
the aluwest-naked CUTE into the bed of the
wagan #and retarn for avother, and repeat natil
lserable, emaciabed

five m and starved bodies

| FiCam,

,)f(‘z"-‘ o B i
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Figurixg Over THE DeEAD,
lay piled on opeansther like sianghtored hogs.
The sizht of thisdesd-wagon was a most hide-
ous picture to gaze upon. Sume of the bodies
were st while others again were plignt and
Lmber, and ss the wagon rolled over the
ground their hesds, some Ranging ont of the
cod of the wapon, would roll or swing from
side o side, wilh their glassy eves staring wide
| open, which made as uusighitly and revolting a
spectacle a3 uny demon could conceive. Day
gfter day conld this inhuman scene be wit-
nessed, until the prisoners beeame indifferent
and paid nomoere attention to it.  Asthe nums
ber increased so increased the misery, and it
was no uucommon sight 1o see two starviog
prisoners stand guarreling over adying com-
rade to seo who should have his blouse, panta-
loous or shooes, if be should happon 1o have
any; with no strength in their bodies, aud
pussion blazing in their cyes, ¢laim that they
hud =wawy the dying soldier longest, or that he
belanged to thélr seeition!. and for that reason
Jaid claim to bis ed elcthing, So worked
up by passion have I scon these poor, stuaving
priconers in ases as deseribed, that I have sacn
them clinch cach other, not having strength
enongh to do anything wore, but would hoid
on to cach other for fear of falling,
TUSNELING OUT GF PRISON.

While these days were passing Wiggins and I
were not idle, but were continually devisiug
ways and mesns for escape, and also to keep
up our courage, We accidentally became aware
that sume prisoncrs were going to try to tunnel

out, and that they had a large Sibley tent lo-
cated as near the feoce as they could get it.
We immediately made their acquaintance, and
when we informed them that we had escaped
oneo and knew the road over which they would
have to travel, they readily consented for uste
help dig the tunnel. We commenced operitions
by first sivking a. hole two and a halfl feet
squere, to the depth of about 10 feet, leaving
abont two feet from the surface a shoulder of
earth, on which we nicely fitted a board, which
as daylight approached we would place in posi-
tion and fill with carth to the top of the hole
and tramp it down and then scatter ashes over
it, and perbaps bnild a fire of such sticks or
wood as we conld get, thus defying detection.
Al night in reliefs wonld we dig, using an old
cascknlfe and half of a eanteen. We wonld
carry the dirt out in the old white haversack,
which T still retained, while some used their
blonses. In this way we carried out the loose
earth from the excavation and would seatter it
along with that that was thrown out of the
dead-diteh, which bad been dug to prevent just
what we were sttempting to aceomplish. Of
course, all this, with the tools we had, was
tedions and tiresome, so much so that there
wonld be several nights in suceession in which
nothing in the way of tunneling would be
done.
BERAKBONE FRVER.

But all this time something was going on,
which added to the suffering and misery thitt
were constantly hurrying to their death hun-
drods of despairing and starving prisoners.
Notwithstanding all the miseries with which
these miserable wretehies were afllicted, there
was still more pain and misery to be endured.

I

=

TRADING IN THE PRISON,

It wwas no doubt a svmptom of seurvy, caused
by want of vourishing food sud comfortable
shelter, aud was exlled by the prisoners the
very appropriate name of * breakbone fever,”
To these who never experienced the pain of
thig bone-forturing dismse it would be useless
to ultenipt to describe its effect. It wonld first
make itsell felt and koown by atlucking its
victim in the shin-bone, and wenld commence
shortly after the noon hour and inerease in in-
tensity for shont two hours, aiter which it
would gradually die away, leaving the sufferer
perfeetly exbuusted. The diseass was new 1o
the men. 1L would refurn at ahout the samse I

hLour cach day sud torture the prisoners for |

about four hours, and appeared to move up and
down the ship-hone, penetrating into the very
marrow, The discase affected cach person dif-
ferently, Some would sit down and moan,
hpgging their knees elose to Lheir bodies, while
otliers wenlld ery out in their agony, and sthers l
again wounld rave and curse, while some couid
be heurd prayiong to be relieved of their tor-
tured and miserabie lives by death, which
spemed to be mockingly near, but not disposed |
to answer their prayers. The discase scemed |
to be contagions aud rapldly spread through |
the prison, antil almost everyone had tested its
quality, and from which groxns, curses aud
prayers wero mingled togethor and went out
upon the gir and up to heayven in one sound, as
if ealling npon God to visit his wrath upon the
heads of those who were the cause of this in-
human and barbaric treatinent to defenseless
human beings., This torturing diseass cansed |
the death-rate to increase fearfully, so much 50
that despite the continunl and frequent trips
of the two dead-wegons they were unable to
keep the dead-house clear, and the bodios in
consequence were left lying sometimes two or
three days before removal.
RILLED BY A FALLING CHIMNEY.

All the buildings had by this time been
turned inte hospitals, and they were filled to
overflowing., As none of these boildings had
places where fire suflivient to keap the chilled
sufferers warin could be built, permission was |
given by the commmandant of the prison to build
a chimney from the first floor up through the |
center of the large buildiug or factory, he to
furnish the brick and other waterial and the
prisonersto furnish the labor to build it, There
happened to be plenty of masons, who, when
the materinl was furnished, commenced work
on the chimney, leaviug on each floor a large |
firoplace. The brick furnished was of the
sofvest and poorest kind, ns was the mortar in
which they were laid, hat it was all they wonld
or could give. As scon as the work was com-
pleted the sick prisoners on the firsl floor
selected places 1o ile close up peninst the chim-
ney, beeause it was away from the windows,
which had no sash or glass in them, and which ]

| pierecd the walls ot regular inteérvals along the |

sides in cach of thestories of the bailding. The
prisoners were congzratrlating thewmselves that
at least some comfort was ahout to be enjouyed
by them, when ail their auticipations were
dashed to the earth, for with a lopd erazh the
chimuey erpmbled with s own weight and
rottenpess, covering with its worthiless maeterial
all those poor prisaners who bad songht shelter
aud zafety u! the base of the rotten structure. |
The noise and dust of the falling ehimney at-
tracted the attention of the entire prison. The
prisoners rushed to the rescue of those who
were buried in the debris, and with unnatural
strength worked to rescue (heir sick and une
fortunate comrades, What a sight wa= pre- |
sented as the bricks were clearod away, dis- |
clositg the dead and maugied, covered with
the yellowish dost of the robten brick and
mortar, unrecopgnizable even by their own com- |
eades, How mmany were kKilled I never heard,
but it wasguite a nomber, and amopgst theww,
| believe, was a member of the 2d Ohio Cav.,
although I am pot positive.  If the commander
of the prison took any notioe of this erimional
and negligent accident, 1 never heard of it. The
holes through the flovys and roofs of the bujld-
ing were never covered over, but were left |
open for poor delirious prisoners in theiragony |
and sulleringto walk into during the night and |
DASI THEIR MISERADLE DRAIXS OUT
an the Moor below, as was the easo in zeveral
instunces. I does sgom that iF bell itsell was
called npon todinyent and furnish meaus of tor-
ture on the body of mortal mau it could not
have egnalled the devilish and bratal ways that
were adopted by the lenders of the Southern
Confederacy 1n slowly starving and torturing
these halpless and brave men phe ehanees of war
had thrown inte their hands, althongh they |
and their sympatlizers may strive to hide from |
the world their barbarous treatment of prisou-
ers of war while eonfined in their death-pans,
Truth, backed by the knowledge of their in-
bhumanities, will reud their fiimsy vail of’ hy-
werisy in twaln, and lenve them exposed in
}:istnr}' as the relentless monsters of the great
rebellion. Deside the physical suffering the
poor prisopers were dlso tortured montally,
which, in connection with their bodily afllic-
tions. helped swell the cup of misery to over-
fowing, Many prisoners died when their
spirits were ruised with the snuouncement
from the top of the fenea liy Maj, CGee (the
commundant of the prison), who would stand
on the guard-walk of the prison snd uttract the
attention of some of the prisoners, and impurt
to them the joyful news that they were all to !
be exchaneed or puroled I a few days: This
good news would fly through the prison like
wildlire, and there would be preat rejoicing.
You conld then hesr them congratulating
each other in anticipation of regaining theif®
freedom ; but as the davs ecame and went
and lengthened ont into wecks and months,
the reaction eavsed by the knowledge that the
stories wore all false caused many to die,
Whether Maj. Gee so intended to mentally
punish the prisoners by these unfulfilied prom-
ises, or whether e thought or had information
to that effect, it is impossible to tell. Certain
it 5 that it
TAUSED MANY TO GIVE UP

and finally succumb to the unbearable strain
that was pat on both body and mind. In ap-
earaunce Maj. Gee was a kindly and prepossess-
ng mun, of madinm hight, and broad across
the shonlders, His complexion was as fair as
a woman's, and his hair, being light sandy,

{ Wake,” and he would invariably end a certain

| very rarely that meat of any kind could be

| in vy cscape where Wiggins and I washed

military, in whom it wonld be least expected
to find a nature that would inflict such cruel-
ties on his fellow-men. Let us at least give
him the benefit that his appearance first im-
pressed upom our minds, and charge the out-
rageons atrocities where they rightfuliy be-
long—to the leaders of the Southern rebellion,

One would imagive that amid all this misery
and wo that there wonld be nosuch thing as
pleasurable sensations: yet, notwithstanding,
there was occasionally something that would
make the prisonor’s face light up with joy,
and whieh wns principally farpished by the
prisoners themselves, I know not whether it
was beeause of onur situation or whether it was
the fine musical voices that would sometimes
join in song, but certain it is that never before
nor since have I listened to such affecting
music. '

THE LOYAL GERMANS AND IRISH.

Among the many nationalities that composed
the rank and file of our armies there were none
more determived to prove their loyalty totheir
adopted conntry than the Germans, and the
sune can equally be said of our Irish fellow-
citizens, There were quite a number of stal-
wart Germans confined in Salisbury, and to
them arve due many of the pleansant feelings
and emolions that their harmonious and musi-
cal singing brouglit for the moment. They
gonerally gavg in their own langnage, and
with such fervor and feeling that it wounld
canse the whole stockade to stand in silence
and listen to them, as they would fill the whole
prison with the music of their German war
songs, one of which it gsppeared every German
in the prison knew, as they would*join in and
sing the cherus: “In der Sud, in der Sud,
in der Sud,” while sometimes they wonld
sing it in Englishy *In the South, in the
SBouth, in the South.” Naot only did it belp
the prisoners for the time beipg to forget their
misery, but the fame of their musical voices
brought many of the citizens of Salishary, who
would stand outside the fenes on the guard-
walk and listen to the singing of the captives,
and they would sometimes siguify theirappre-
cintion by fainlly clapping their hands, while,
I have mo doubt, they wondercd how it was
that such misorablo wretehes could find héart
even to try to do anything pleasant. But the
German prisoners were not alone in their mn-
gical accomplishmenta, while it must bo admit-
ted they attracted imore attention, There was
one singer among the Ivish prisoners who when
lie wonld sing caused much merrimeat aud
lenghter; but, unlike his German comrades,
instead of singing in the open dir, wheve every-
hody could hear him, he would modestly con-
ceal his #bilities ond sing priocipally in the
night-time, when he and the otliers that oceu-
picd their hole under ground were collected to-
gethier, Often have [ henrd that apparentiy
rollicking Irish prisoncr entertaining his com-
rades with his fuvorite song of “Iiunegan's

verse with the hearticst and prolonged langh-
ter, which did one’s soul good and eased our
hearts {0 hear, And how gneer to hear coming
up out of the ground the familiar words of
“Firnegan’s Wake™;

O Paddy, dear, what made ve die,

Such s purly corpeu | never did see,” ¢le.

Now, while I kave related some of our mu- |
gical pleasures, aud all furnisbhed by our own
talent, i€ must not be forgotten that the rebels
who wers doing guard duty were also some-
whal of a musical turn, Who that were pris-
oners in Salisbury can ever forget that coruct
band that every might when the weather per-
mitted wonld regala and charm us with the
gtriing of the “Mocking Bird"”? Did 1 say
“Mocking Bird™7? Well, yes; that’s what it
was intended for, but the manner in which the
rehel horn-tooters blowed it through their
fractured bnustruments was enongh to make the
beautiful featberod songster commit snicide.
This was another source of torture that us
peor penued-up mortals wers foreed to endure
annd for which we ean never be sufliciently
recompmnsed. The msping of o file over a
hard-teampered plece of steel coanld not be more
keenly penctrating to sensitive nervea than
were the harsh, discordient notes that were jar-
ringly blown from that robel musician’s old
crucked cornet.

TRADING FOR RUTTONE AND NEEDLES,

Nor was music the enly thing that diverted
the prisoner's migd from his miseries. Ono
wonld supposo that in such a place and with
so much visible poverty surrounding cvery-
thing, there conld uot possibly be anything of
value; yet, notwithstanding, there was o regu-
lar market, where someone was confinoally
bartering and trading for anything whereby
they could profit or get something to eat. The
principal articles for barter, and which had the
mest value, espeeially to, the rebel guards, were
buttons and nesdles, which the guards would
eagerly purchase by exchanging red peppers or
onions, and sometites a potato, and secasion-
ally some meal and fat pork; but it was

traded for. No deubt it would puzzle the
reader, if not explained, how it was that s
trade with a rebel guard conld safely ba done,
so [ will enlighten by relating how this mar-
ket inside the prison: was supplied with the
prodpets of the Sonth. As I have before rolat-
ed, there was not sullicient water within the
inelosurs to meet the ordinary wants for drink-
ing and cooking purpoeses, and therefore there
was cuch day selected a detuil of prisoners who,
pnder Fuard, wonld be marched ont at the big
gate and down to the ereck that 1 mentioned

ourselves. Thers thoy would fill an old flour |
barrel which Lhad a hole eut on each side,
through which a stick sufliciontly long and
strong was placed, and thos with each end of
the pole on their shoulder, and the barrel in
between, would this water-gunrd march to the
creek for water. It was while these trips
were being made that the priconers would
strike up a tepde, It seemed that the eitizens
of the Confederacy were extremely short of
neodles and battons, aoud in order to gét them
they would make to the water detail some very
liberal and tempting offers, which the Yaoks
were cager to secure. This is theway in which
the market or * board of trade™ was slarted.
Those who were fortunate enough to be placed
on the waler detail would, after he liad seeured
some gdvantage in getling red peppers or
onions from the gunrd in Crde, immediately
goon change; und bis voico conld be hLonrd,
crying out, * Who wauts to trade brass buttons
for ved peppers,” or *who wunis to trade a nee-
dle for an onion And, of conrse, he would
attract castom and do cousiderable business on
such eapital. JU was a common ogcurrencs Lo
soe fhe prisoners cut the buttons off of their
clothes and trade them for onions or peppers.
At thetime 1 Jeft the prison there was not a
brass button to be seen on the prisoners’ clothes,
they had traded them off and sabstituted little
sticks, which answered the purpose of buttons.
Where the needles cnme from 1 do not know,
but Lthere was always some on the market, for
whieh the highest price would be asked and
readily given, go highly-prized were they by
the rebels. Sueh a thing ss s penknife wos
worth n fabulous price,and I only remem®r
of hearing of one put on the market, which
was held too high for any of the traders to
touch, bat I believe it was finally traded offby
one of the water-detail to one of the gnards
for & small bag of beans, some meal, onions
and potatoes, which must bave been quite a
fortone for the lucky Enife-owuer. BDesides
all this trading, an enterpriging citizen of Sal-
isbury opened o Subler's store in the prison, in
which he temptingly displayed to the hungry
prisoners loaves of bread, fresh pork and other
catables, for which he usked fabdlous prices,
Awong other things that he bad for sale was a
bog's head, This was hanging up high and
way back of him, to ingure its safely, beeause
there werd meu in the pen thoat wore desper-
ate, made so by hunger, who would not hiave
hesitated to make a raid on anything to ext
there was any possible chanee of gelting. 1
remomber of going ap to this Sutler's shed and
foasting my eyes upon his goods, aud, through
carivgity, ventured to ask the priceof the Log's
Lead. 1o apswered $109, 1 fell back breath-
loss, aud felt like hiding from the smusiug
gaze of this very reasanable Confoderata wor.
chant. Trade did not seem to flonrish with
the Sutler. Perhaps i6 was caused by over-
production, or fromthe want of money to pur-
chase, This finally cansed him to cloze up
ghop und leave the prison trade wholly to the
water-zuard and prisoners.

[To be continied.]

Ca. E, 1th Me,

All comrades of Co, E, 4th Me,, are requested
to send their postoffice address to Joseph I
Mears, Thomaston, Me.; also, if wounded, state
when and where, aud when diseharged from
seryice,

The Lattle of Gettysborg panorama iz to be
taken from Denver to Japan. The Japs who
visited Denver the other day were so pleased
with it that they at once entered into a basi-
ness negotiation to have the inmmevsse painting
transported and erested in their country. It

gave liw an appearauce rather clerical than

is now being retouched prior to its removals

NEWS OF THE WEEK

The News from All Parts of the
World.

CRIMES AND CASUALTIES,

J. F. Miller {eolored) fell from the New York
express train on the Comberland Valley Rail-
road on the night of Aug 29, near Chambers-
burg, Pa. Ho was sitting on the platiorm of
one of the carg and thinks he must have fullen
asleep and been jolted from the caras the train
rushod along at top speed. His Jeft hip and
collar bone were broken, his head badly eant;
and he sustasined other injories.——An oxtra
fréight train on the Burliogton Railroad, ear-
ryinga coach loaded with passengers for the
Creston (lowa) fair, was ditched by a bad ruil
near Ureston Saturday, and a flagman woent
hack fo stop a following exfra, The flaglnan
failed to rench the train, which was running
dowa grade, in time to prevent a collision. Tho
passengers had bargly time to get ont when
tho engine crashed into the first train,——
Crowley, the chimpanzes of the New York
Central Park menagerie, wos thoronghly dis-
sceted Saturday at the Musenm of Natural His-
tory. The immedinte eause of death was [pund
to be congestion of the right Iunz. By the
ravages of consumption it was a pulrid mass,
caked ovér with pleurie matter, which fastened
on the chest walls and closgd the lung cavily.
The liver was degenerated and the heart nn-
sottnd. Peritonitis had diseased the Kidneys
and covered them with tubercles. Tubercles
were found on all the orgaus, and the walls of
the chest and abdomen. The climate and the
diet to which the monkey was subjected weore
undoubtedly the canse of his complete desay,
——Dir. Joseph Moore, & promineat politiciun,
was struck by a train ata crossing on the New
Jersey Contral Railroad in West Bridgeton, N.
J., Saturday, and died in three hours.—
Dr. Joseph Parker, a woalthy resideut of
Raleizgh, N, C,, died in his carringe at the depet
in that city Saturday, wihere he had gone to
meat his wife, Asthma is supposed to bave
enused his death, Arthur White, a youth of
19, who several weeks ago absconded with
$10,000 belonging to the banking-houss "of
Kittredge & Co,, Denver, Colo,, has been appro-
hended gt Vietoria, B, C., and 32,500 of the
mouey has heen recovered.——Sunday morming
fire dostroyed in Baltimore ahont $1,000,000
worth of propoerty in the block hounded by
Sharp, Lomberd, Hanover and Pratt ztreets,
and goven firemen were crushed Lo death by a
fulling wall. The freight steamer City of
Lawrence, of the Norwich (Coun.) Transporia-
tion Co., caught fire Friday night while off
New Huven, en route to Norwich. The fire
ariginated in 200 bales of coltan in the hold.
The crew suceecded In checking the Hames
saflicienstly for the steamer to reach Norwich.
There were between 35 and 40 passengers
abourd, apd for a time panie reigned. Fri-
day might a locomotive-boiler expioded at
Sewell Station, W. Vu,, killing Jolin Williams,
fireman, and fatally wounding Henry Shoo-
wan, engineer. Henry Gunther, Joo Jackson
nnd W, Bush were seriously injured.——Fri-
day night Maggrie Oxstire, of Campbell’s Crook,
W. Va., dravk a half onnce of laudanum with
suictdalintent. A love uffuir was the cause of
attempt nt self-destruction. Her recovery is
doultial. A free-for-all Aght oecurred ab o
miners’ dance near Hawk's Nest (W, Va.) coal
mines Iriday night. Constable Eads, who at-
temptad toquell the riot, wasshot; it sthought
to Lie fatal. George Jones and Mike O Hara,
miners, were ehot. Their wounds are not of a
se¢rions nature. Joe Driggs, James Callahan,
Conrad Jones, Jerry Kenney und Wm. Studds
were arrested for doing
The progeess of yellow fever in Florida
continues without iuterruption, Every day's
telograms from Jacksonville show from 20 to
30 new cases, with an ineressing death rate.
The type ef the faver is not copsidered as malig-
nant as usual, however. The people are fright-
enad and are flecing from the city in large
numbers, the quarantine being raised to
permit them to eseape. A party of 40D
armed men broke down the doors of the
jail &t Farmville, Va,, on Saturday morning
and dragged out a negro named Archer Cock.,
They earred him to the outskirts of tha town,
huug him to a tree and riddled his body with
bullets, He was accused of a brutal assault
upon the person of & voung white weman,

ABEROAD,

China has refused to ratify the treaty with
the United States which restriets cmigrition
from that country te this. The new Swiss
Minister to the United States started for Wash-
ington Auns, 31 M. Vechard, a Socialist
leader, and five of his colleagues were arrested
at Aimens, Franee, for inciting workmen to
strike. —— Premier Floguet and Admiral
Krantz, the French Minister of Marine, wit-
nessed the naval evolutions of the French flest
at 'Tunlon on Saturday Iast, Two torpedo boats
came into collision and were both seriously
damaged during the maouvers.

MISCELLANEOUZ.

Tha Now York Repuablican convention met
at Saratoga last week and nominated Hon.
Warner Miller for Governor, Col. Stephen V.,
Crapger for Liontenant-Gavernor, and Col. Wm.
Rumsey for Judze of the Supreme Court. Thaese
three candiduates have brillinnt records as sol-
diers of the late war,——Congressman Ford,
the Chairman of the Conzgressional Commitice
investizating the subject of immigration, says
without doubt that a bill will speedily be
passed by Congress whieh will prevent the im-
portation of contract luborin the United States,
as the cvils of this system have been thor-
oughly ventilated before the committee, which
hias been in session in New York eity for sev-
eral weeks,——The receipts and expenditures
of the United States for August were $34,023,-
180 and 524,115,548 respectivel v,
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