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"DEADWOOD COACH.

Interesting Reminiscences of Early
Travel in the Wild West

—

BY Z. L. WHITE

T was a dingy oid trap

—the treasure-toach

that stood 1 thesuad-

ow of the Doadwoed
express  oflice  that
glarlight Summor
night. Its fded red
shles were bespattercd
with woud, 1hat hiad aiso
incrpsted the wheels
and lexthera thorough-
Lrser springs ualil yoo
had to puess at their
original ootlines., It
was a heacy, lumber-
ing wachine; its bigh,
i ’ worden sides  weve |
5_. D l Ined with shoot-iron
“ = uud piereed in the mid-
dle of vach door with
a single bolo, thres furbes amoss, 1o shoot
through. and its stoul, wooden top added what
would have becn cousidered punvessaary weight
in apasstngor wagon, for fu that, if it bhad a
topat all, cunvas would have tuken the place
of wood in sidcs aud roof,

Every sortof @ waron that earrios passengers
or the mail is ealled a “singe™ en the Piaius
spd in the monstains of the Far West, al-
though i doc: not stiain the digoity of a
“eosch™ unles i hasa top. TheConcord caach,
such as our fathors traveled belwecn New York
and Beston or FPliladelphis mn, or westward
over the Antional Bosa, is rarely seen beyond
the Missouri River. It is too heavy, nol as to
jts running-gesr. but s to its wpper works.
The rxtc lor esrryipg express packages and
baggnee, espockily on the longer roulcs, ate 50
high that it docsu’t pay to bau! any onneces-
sary dead wool framed intox wagon. The igps
of the best cluss of coaehes, therafore, above
the body, are gevomlly lormed of light but
stout frames covered with thick eanvas, which
soon  bocomes weather beaten and dingy—
meither besutifnl nor pleturesiue.

UROOMPORTABLE TEAVELING.

The larger of these eosches have scats for 13
passengers, nine inside ond four on the top,
and carry besides from two to four tons of ex-
press wakicr and bagegage packed npon the rack
behind ond on the roof, and several hundred
pounds of mail, which is gencrlly stowed in
the boot beceath the driver's feet. The seat of
bonor is by the side of the driver, aud in mild
and plessant weather there s hikely tobea
eherp contention for it among the passengers.
The seats inside are gonerslly placed so close
together that the sharpedge of the middle one
comes against the knees of Lhe passenger on the
back senz, who, bemg wedged in bis place by
his two fellow-travelers, is unableto change his
position. This becowes extremely tiresome
after a duay or twe of continuous travel, with
only three or four opporiunities during the 24
bours to got outand streich one's limbs and
untangle the kuotted muscles and cords
Techuically, 8 ovach of this description is &
“wmud-wagan.” From fou: toeight horses are
required %o haul it aud the speod attained is
sbout five miles an hour, except over stecp
monutsins or where the roads are heavy with
sand or mnd.

On routes where the amound of business is
not 50 great the mad-wagon gives place to the
“jerky," which, in mode of construction and
genersl sppearance, resembics (he former, but
is smaller. It carries ooly four passsugers in
side aund one on top with the driver, and is
drawn sometimes by two, ssmetimes by four
borses. Hung upon leathern thorouglibraces,
it s exccedingly anucowforizhie to ride in, It |
jolts and jutaps aboat when the wheels strike
the stones, especinily il the load 15 light, likea
farmer's wagon over & dls-kept cordurey
roud.

I was feliow-passeeger one pight in the
moontains of Moutana with o eommerciz] trav-

eler fromt the East, who was getling hie first
experienge in Western stage-conching., Our
couveyanee was & “jurky™ sod 7is load was
Tight. { of the night Mr,

Daring the first Lalf
Drammer rode with the driverand 1 juoside,
and the lbunden of Lis conversation wis oug
endless prov] ot the youzliness of the rond aod
the curelesness of the driver in sunning over
stones. e complained of being so badly
bruised that be could bardly wove, xiil ai mid-
wight, wheon we stepped ut a stock siation to
change Birses: toade op his mind to try =0
inside soal and take w nap,

The driver winked t5 e, and I elimbed op
o sest 5t Lis side, Woem we sterted he said
that be was tired of the grumbling of thut |
“tenderfon fuol,” and new that be had him
inside bie proposed te “ rock fiwm tosleep™ The
Toed was & preity level one, with plenty of
stones to be fouud if one looked for them. the
team iively, aud, g2 1 have said, the Joad light.
And we losl no time upon theroad, A skiliful
use of the whip bronght the horses into a 10- or
12-wile puit, and there was no stone that could

ATTACE OF THE CoACH.

be resched without poing 200 far out of the
rosd that onr wheels did not sivike. Mr.
Drsmmer sitompted to lie down on tho buck
sel, bot the first gond sizged sioné we ran over
threw him 8 and down among the straw in
the bottow of the conch. Then be tried the
fromt seul, and repested bis experiouce, Now
he aat up on the back seat snd broced bimself,
but the luck wction of the wagon following its
enconnter with a boulder s Dittle larger thap
Dsual, maile it ampessible for him to stay there,
He sat dewis smongs: the straw upou the foor,
and soon imagined himsell u kernel of comn in
& popper over 8 hot fire. If bis head didn’t
strike the yoof he thegght it id. For more
than an honr that fellow rattiod about inside of
that coscli like s dies in & box sud belore we
stopped The pext Uimwe be bad lezrned his les-
sot thercaphly. Witk muech diffienlty and pain
he crawled cut of thecouch ss the driver threw
the reies to the stock-tender and begun to un-
hitch the smoking team  But be hada’t 2 word
to say, sud bedidn't zruuble any more during
that trip.

The coutractors on some of the “star” routes
of the West don't provide even s “jerky” for
the transporiation of mail and passengers, aud
teavelers who patrounize them bave an oppor-
tunity {0 test the comlorts of 8 *“dead-ax™
wagon on a Tough vopd  This term descri es a
vehicle with Leavy ronuing gear and a stout
body attached to the axletrees without the in.
tervention of springs The shock to the pus.
Beoger of joiting over the stones is broken only

a spriug bemeath eseh bard, bonrd seat,
Draws Ly two horses, 3 stsge of this kind
mekes from two 1o five miles au hour, ufford ing
the pessenger g8 wuch sud as vioient excroise,
though different in kind,as though he walked.

The Dendwood treasnre-cosch in 1579 was a
genuine Exstern Concord that in former days
had beex run on oue of Wells, Fargo & Co,'s
many roules, furnished with mweaus of defeuse,
a8 I bave already destribed. As it stood at
midnight in frout of the express offi~e it was
the center of & scenc of busy wtivity, A fow
waluable express puckages had been securely

- strapped upon the rack bebind and carefully

coversd with a piece of sail-cloth to protect

thom from the weather, and a few more wero
in the boot beneath the driver's feot.

The egoare, iron treasure-box had already
been placed in the bottom of the coach and
was half bLidden in the straw, When I throst
wy hend in at the open door I saw the dim out-
lines of "Frisco Jack sitting npon tho back seat,
one fool upon the iron chest. A short, douhl?.
barrelled shotgunn lay across his kuees and his
hand was opon the lock,

WELL-GUARDED TREAEBURE.

I had seen $200,000 in gold bullion packed in
that strong-box the previous afternoon, und
bad been invited to lift the $75.000 gold brick
thal had come down that day from the Home-
stake mine. I didn't do it—I tried it though.
While this was going vn, tho doors of the room
hmd been elosed and barred, and two armed
guards had stood ready to repel aoy sudden at-
tack, Each of the express clerks also, who
were packing the bulliop, wore a brace of navy
revolvers in his belt,

Eversthing was regdy for the midnight start.
The fosr outriders were unhitehing their po-
pies, whiich had been tied to prosts behind the
coach ; two repeating carbines bad been placed
tuside, one on the front
seat and one on the
back, aud two mare
had becu carefully laid

lengthwise opoa the
top. Tom Lyon, the
chief messengor, had

received the great poek-
etbook containing ths
wav-bills and had
climbed to his ploce on
the “dickey " zeat, and
his companion, DBill
Jewell, was at his side,
each with his short,
double-barreiled shot-
gun in his hand, Sam
Nowell, similarly arm-
ed, was already on the
frout seat inside. 1 had
made up my mind o
ride with the driver,
who was in his place
and wus nnwittdine the
reins from the long
brake-bar,

*“ Bettor go inside,” said Corbin, the Sanperin-
tendent, who stood with his band upon the
still open door. 1 .don’t just like your going
on this conch anyhow. Three-fingered Jim
sud his outfis are operating down szbont the
Swectwater, and beld up one of our passenger-
wagons lust week, I don't think he'll want to
tuckle this outfit, but if he does, there'll be the
devil to jay, and sowebody'll get buri, 1
shonldn’t like to have you get to Siducy with
4 dose of lead in you.”

I wasn’t at all alarmed at the prospect of
weeting Three-fingored Jim, but it wasn't be-
canse I was espocially ambitious to be the hero
of exciting adventure—1 had been west of the
Missouri River only a few meunths then, and
had all o tenderfoot's ignorant recklessness—
and I dida’t propose to be cooped up in that
dark counch, especially during the ride over the
mountains to Rapid City; for just then the
moon appeared above the pines on the top of
the castern Inlis, and there was promise of an
enchanting night

My mission in the Black Hills was an im-
poriunt one. The Easiern capitalists from
whom I had brought letters of introduction
were so influential in Deadwood that every-
body there had done kis best to make a favor-
uble Jmpression npon me, and orders had been
sent from the owners' headguarters to Corbin
not ouly to give me transporiation npon any of
the company’s coaches, but to furnish me teams
or sadidle-horses ms 1 might desire them, and,
in short, to treat me as though I was the owner
mysoll.

After I had seen the bollion packed in the
express office, and bheard Corbin expiain bow it
was to be gusrded to the railroad, it cecurred
to me that it might bs an experience worth
buving to ride that 300 wiles Lo Sidney on the
tressure-coach, The journey certainly couldn't
be sny more monstenous than that on the reg-
ular passenger-coach; 1 should eseape the dis-
comforts of erowding znd overloading, and 1
wight possibly weel with some exciting ad-
venlurs,

No elijections raised by the Superintendent
had weight with me, and now I dida't propose
1o start, at Jeast, shot up as in a band-box,
mwuch as 1 wight evjoy the compuny and be
euntertained by the yarns of 'Frisco Jack and
Sam Newell. 8o T took my place on the seat
with tho driver, Juke Worden, Thetwostable-
buys who had been holding the horses stepped
aside, Julio ouwounnd the iash of his whip and
desicrously touched the lenders, and we rattled
down thc stony sireet, two of our ouiriders
galloping on aboad.

DEADWOOD CITY,

Deadwood had not then received its first
baptism of fire, and the crooked street along
the edge of the gulch was still lined with the
rude shanties which the early comers had
hastily buik. Some were of logs and some of
plsuks, wesily destitute of paiut, and many of
those on the gulch-side of the road rested, in
the rear, upon tall pests set in the * tailings”
the early migers bad left. Each had a plank
sidewalk in frout, but no two owners had
placed it upon the same grade, so that a walk
along the street consisted of suecessive step-
pings-op and steppinls-down #hal were very
tiresome.

The largost baoilding on the street was a
gambling-saloon, from whose open door as we
passed there issued a bive mist redolent with
whisky, tobaccosmoke and perspiration. Many
of the tables, as we could see, werestill ocenpied
by blue-skirted men *“fighting the tiger.”
Near by was the wariety theater, with its
gambling-hell and gin-mill attached. The
squenky tones of a fiddle, the brazen notes of a
eornet and the twanging of a harp told that
the perlformance was not yet over; it was kept
up wotil duylight at that time if any one conld
be induced to remain and treat the female per-
formers between the acts to beer or somothing
gtrouger, or slake his money on keno or Ligh-
ball poker,

Legitimate business, often carried on late
into {he wight, was all suspended. The retail
sbops and stores for the supply of miners' out-
fits were closed snd the long teams of cight or
uing yeke of oxen each hauling two great
wagons, ouo hitched bebind the other, were
stabled in the corrals on the ovotekirts of tho
town.,

Tho arrival of & traio of four or five of these
teams was attended with almost as wuch ex-
eitoment in Dewdwond a3 the coming of a cir-
eus. Their time op the road frow Sidney, n
the Union Pacifie Railvoad, was from 20 to 30
davs, aceordrug to the condition of the grass,
the guantilty of mod oan the Plains, or the
depth of the saow on the mountains. They
bronght every conceivable varfety of goods,
purchused by the merchauts in New York or
Chicago months belore. and for some of which
the whole town might have been impatiently
waitiug for weeks [t was no uncommon thing
in those duvs for Deadwosd to get ont of sowe
articie of provisions or sowe item of bardware
o1 textile fubric and be foreed Lo resort to all
kinds ol makeshifts unsl the market was ngain
supplied. Once in the carly times it was flour
thiat ram Jow, and 8 bread fumine stared the
people in the face. The price of bread advane-
ed 1o a fubulovs Tgure, and finally a committee
of eitizens ook possession of the small remain-
ing stock of Hour, fixed the price of loaves at
$1 cach, and limited the smount to be sold to
eact: person per day. 1 never heard of & whisky
famine,

The noise and confusion, the shouting and
the swearing of the bullwhackers, the loud
crack of their long blacksuake whips, the
curiosity of the crowds of idlers to see the
goods as they were unloaded—and some were
urpacked upon the sidewalks, the difficulty
with which the teams passed each other on the
narrow, crovked streets, and the fierce quarrels
over the right of way gave Deadwood by day-
light ao air of stir and excitement in strong
cotitrast with the pervading quist of midnight.

Lower down we passed through Chinatown,
strung out along the guleh, distinctive in its
frail, primitive architecture. A dim light here
and therg streaming from a gambling-den or
opium-joint was the only evidence of life in
tiiis froutier BMongolisn settlement I have no
doubt that more than one Celestial shivered
with fear when suddenly waked from his sleep
by the clatter of our wheels ; for the Chinaman
was only tolerated m Deadwood. It is true
tibat the people were entirely dependent npon
bim for every kind of domestie servies, but
they felt under noobligation to treat him well,
aithough they ate the dinnpers he cooked und
put on the “fried ' shirts he laundried. He
was allowed to work over the “taiiings” of
worn-out placer mines that were absolutely
useless to Lher owners provided he paid in
reutal shout threc-fourths of the product, and
didu’t make a fuss when some drunken white
wan wade Lim a target for his pistol practice.
And 8o be bad set up his curious little water-
wheels sll op and down the gulch.

How dark and bluck the mountain looked us
wo Legan ils steep ascent! y

THREE-FINGERED
JIM.

“ Just the place for lurking road agents be-

hind these trees,” I remarked to Jake, the
driver.

Jake gathered his reins in his left hand,
placed his whip handle under his thumb with
its point restiug out upon the ribbons, pushed
his broad-brimmed Mexican sombrero back
from his face, snd remarked, “1 reckon not.”

“Too near town ? " I asked.

“You bet ! was the laconic reply. )

For half an hour our company was as silent
a8 a Quaker mecting, except wl:fm_ the driver
spoke sharply to some horse of his team that
was disposed (o “soldier,” The road wound
back and forth up the side of the mountain,
much of the way so steep that all six horses
set closely in their harnesses and their legs
slanted sharply up the hill as they tugged on
the lumbering e¢osich. Now and then we would
come to a short, level piece of highway, and
then the team, after standing a fow minutes to
recover its breath, wonld trot off at a brisk
pace with that rattle and jingle of the harness
that must be music in the hard-worked horse’s
gars. At length, having squirted a stream of
tobacco juice as big as his thumb at an im-
mense pine tree by the roadside, Jake turned to
Tom Lyon and said :

“Ki Jones skipped the camp after that Injun
racket, didn't he? "

“ Packed his blankets to Snuke River,” was
the reply.

“ Have the Indians been troublesome here-
abouts of late?"” 1 asked.

“ Not since last Fall,” said Jake, “and he was
a stray un, See that mounting?'” he added,
pointing to a thickly-wooded hill that rose
above the others near by; “that’'s where Si
Jones drew the bend on the finest-looking
Cheyenne buck ye ever got yer oyes on.”

A few questionsand a good cigar loosened the
driver’s tongue, end this is the story he told,
translated into * United States” :

A DYING INDIAN'S REVENGE.

There had been no Indians seen about Dead-
wood for many months; in fact, they had
rarely ventured very near the town. Thoy
never lived in the Black Iills proper—that is,
in the mountains, The dense forests, deep
gulches and wild canyons, and the terrific
thunder storms that were frequent there, in-
spired them with superstitious awe. They be-
lieved the Hills to be the special abode of the
Great Spirit, and to have been pluced in the
wmidadle of the Plains as a preserve for the
smaller game when fhe buflnlo were scarce,
and to supply tepee poles. So, once or twice &
year, they would make an excuarsion into the
wountsins, et their poles and return to the
Plaius; or, if game was gcarce in their usaoal
hunting-grounds, they would orgavize brief
expeditions to hunt the mountain sheep. The
Indiau raids in the earlier days of Black Hills
excitement wero made upon the Plains or in
the lower foothills,

It was customary, therefore, for the young
men of Deadwood te hunt in the mountains
about the town without fear of being melested
by the Indians,

Si Jones had gone out alone in the morning
of a sharp Autumn day, taking his dog and
gun, and a little after noon his game-bag was
well filled. Sitting down upon a rock to eat
kis luncheon, he happened to raise his eyes and
saw through the underbrush the head of an
Indian slowly rising over a knoll not 50 feet
away. The Redman did not see Si, and the
Iatter'sdog did vot even discover the stranger's
intrusion. With the ipstinct of a frontiers-
man, as quick almost as thought, Si raised his
gun and fired. The Indian uttered a loud cry,
threw up his arms, dropping his rifle, and fell
out of sight among the brush,

Si shouldered bhis game-bag, called his dog,
and hastened back to Deadwood, where he
reported an Indian raid. There was great cx-
citemen!, and by the middle of the afternoon
20 or 30 young fellows armed with rifles and
led by 8i started for the mountain,

On reaching the spot a search was begun,
when suddenly from the bushes there was a
flazh, the report of a rifle, aud one of the white
wen dropped, shot through the breast. This
was a surprise, and greatly demoralized the
party. They could ses no ene, and imagining
that they had been ambushed by a band of the
savages probably far outnumbering them, they
picked up their wounded companion and beat
& hasty retreat to a safe place,

After consultation, there being no signs of a
renewed attack, the pariy left one of their
number to care for the man who bad been hort
and sallied forth again. As they approached
the place which 8i had pointed out there was
another flash, the crack of & rifle, and a second
of the party fell. This was repeated until no
less than five of the white men had been
wonnded, three of them mortally,

By this time it was suuset, and discretion
dietated s return to the town. whither the
company weuded its way, sorrowful and crest-
fallen. Their appearance in Deadwood bearing
the men who had fallen upon radely impro-
vised litters, like a faneral procession, caused
the wildest cxcitement. An attack upon the
town by the Indiuns in foree was confidently
expected, and there was little sleoping there
that night. Guards were posted and every
preparation for defense was mado, bat, except
one or two false alarms, nothing of moment
occurred.

The noxt morning half the male population
of Deadwood turned out, thoronghly armed,
to capture or exterminate the Hedskins who,
it was supposed, had taken up a strong position
upon the mountain. But when they arrived
at the spot there were no signs of Indians, and
after o little search the dead body of the Chey-
enne buck whom Si Jones hiad shot the day be-
fore was found not 10 feet from the spot where
be had isllen. His breech-loading rifie lay be-
side him, and the five empty shells upon the
ground showed that he had fired the shots by
which his death had been avenged. No evi-
dence of any other ludisns haviug been there
or anywhere in the neighborhood was ever
found.

The dead Indian was a man of magnificent
physique, and evidently a chief in his tribe.
His head was taken to Deadwood, but the peo-
pie were pot proud of their share in the affair,
and pever said much about it,

AN INTERESTING CHARACTER.

Before morning I had become pretty well
ascguainted with Jake Werdon, the driver, and,
likes many of his profession, I found him to be
s quaint and ipteresting character, He had
been selected to drive the tremsure-coach on
accouut of nis tried and proved cournge. He
had driven an overland conch upon the Plains
before the days of the Pareific Itailroad, wiien
his home =tution was St. Joseph, Mo.; Lad more
than once been “ Lield up” by road agents, and
bore the sears of wounds received in a fight
with Indians, in which he saved his eoach and
brought his passeugers off safely. He was
rather tall and slim, with legs a little erooked,
but every muscle was like a picce of tempered
steel.

It was worth & journey to the Black Hills to
get acquainted with a man like Jake Worden,
to listen to his stories and observe his Wiys,
No ooe can appreciate how forcible is the slang
cxpression, “ be i8 only a passenger,” until be
Lus taken his seat on the box by the side of a
Western stage-driver. The conductor of a rail-
Wiy train may bave greator responsibility, but
i1t 15 not apparent on the eurface. He comes
along through the car at intervals, punches a
curiously-shaped hole in your ticket, or tears
off a coupon.  He stands on the platform at the
station and shouts “All abosrd,” and waves his
hand or ewings his lantern for the train to
start, but 1 never quite feel as though we
i:qu!dn‘t. £9 along just about as well without

1im.

The Western stage-driver is the conductor.,
engineer, fireman snd brakeman; he is Cap-
tain of the ship, its complement of officers and
crew, and when he gathers up his lines, un
winds his whip-lash from the stock and * pulls
out,” he is “boss " untll he readbes hLis home
station, No train-dispatcher gives him the gig-
nal to *“ go aliead” ; he docs not wait at a sta-
tion for directions where “t pass No. 10"
he goes fast or slow as he pleases, and in ecase of
accident must himself solve all difliculties and
surmount all obstacles. And the stage driver
not only knows his own importance, but makes
his passengers and every one upon the road
feel it. No one takes a place at table at the
eating-stations until the driver is seated, and
where he sits is the head of the board.

Juke Worden was not 50 years old but he
bad lived a bundred years if time was only
measured by the expericuce he had had. To
bear him tell of his adventores on the Plaing
aud in the mountains, before there waus a Pa
cific Railrond, and when the West was so differ
ent, was almost like hearing a soldier of the
Revolution deseribe the battle of Bunker Hill
or the surrender of Cornwallis.  One seems lit-
tle more remote than the other to those of us
who never crossed the Missouri until we conld
do it by rail, sud to our children they will be
equilly distunt periods of the past,

In many respocts Jake Worden was a parfect
type of thecluss to which he belonged. Though
Bot uuiformed, there are certain peculiarities in
the way the Westery stage-drivers wear their
clothes that, though difiiculs to describe, are

unmistakable, éven when they stand upon the
gronnd. Bat thers i3 more in their manner
than in their dress. They sit upon the box as
though they were part of it; they hold the
reins in a certain professional way, and the
butt end of the loug whip, when not in use,
lies loosely befween the thumb and forefiner of
the right hand, while the top rests across the
lines. If I saw.a man who was driviug in this
way take all the reins and the whip in his left
hand when he c¢ame to a level piece of road or
glight ascent, draw the end of his whip-iash
tenderly through his right hand, and then, by
a continuation of the same motion, raise that
hand very slowiy 83 Le let the snapper drop,
and taking his hat by the brim behind, pash it
forward over his eyes, while he squirted a big
stream of tobacco juice off over thoe right fore-
wheel, I should be disappointed if, when I ask-
ed him if he bad not ouce driven for Wells,
Fargo & Uo,, or Ben Holliday, in the oldon
time, he did nof reply: “You bet,” or "1
shounld remark.”

Jake Worden was rough in manner and pro-
fane in speech, but, as I have already said, he
was o man of undeubted nerve, brave as a lion,
and full of resources when in danger or difli-
culty. To bis friends he was as true as steel,
and he had a very high gense of honor. “1
treat every mwan white who treats me white,
and don’t yon forget it,” said Jake, that night,
speaking of his rclations with his employers, as
we rode over the Black Hills, “They always
done what's right by me, and I can't kick," he
added.

WONDERITUL ENDURANCRE,

The power of endurance passessed by the
Western stage-driver is truly wonderful. I be-
liave some of them are able to sleep in one part
of their bodies while other paris remain wide-
awake, At a home station in the Rocky
Mountains, ona night, a driver who had just
come in from his round-trip of 120 miles, and
had been 24 hours ou the box, was obliged by
the sickness of his * partner” to take out the
coach on which I rode. I soon discovered that
he was too sleepy to keep his eyes open or hold
up his head. But he held the reins as firmly
as though he lhad been wide-awake, and when
the coach began to go down a little declivity
and she lines slackened in his hands, his right
foot would go out automatieally upon the brake-
bar, although his chin was not raised from his
breast. But I didn't feel exaetly safe riding
behind six horses driven by a man who was
asleep, and so, althongh the air was frosty, I
unhooked the corner of the bootand partially
disengaged mysclf from the blankets and buf-
fulo robe in which I was wrapped, in order
that my limbs might be free in case of an up-
set. Later in the day I found that nothing
1 had done bad escaped the driver's notice. He
scemed even to have read the look of uneasi-
ness that probably sat upon my face whea I
thought that we were completely at the merey
of the team.

I seemed to got upon the right side of Jake
at the start, and the whoele journey to the rail-
road was full of interest and pleasure. The
night after we started the driver straightened
out the packages that partly filled the boot
beneath his feet, and with the aid of a little
hay, my blankets and buffalo robe, made me a
bed in which I slept more sgonndly than ever
in palace sleeping-car. The jolting motion of
the coach was converted into an irregularand
sometimes violent rocking that, after all, was
conducive to sleep,

During the daytime Jake told me some of
the incidents of his eventful life on the box. I
cannot reproduce the tones of his voies, his
pecaliar manner or the quaint phrases he em-
ployed, but 1 recall one or two of his stories.
The passage of the Sweetwater, whose vicinity
was said to have been the scene of Three-fin-
gered Jim's operatious, turned the conversution
to the subject of road agents.

A COACH HELD UP,

“Neover heard about one of Ben Holliday's
coaches being held up with the old man him-
self aboard, did you ? " asked Jake.

I never had.

“That was op in Oregon. It wasa moon-
light night, and all the passengers were ordered
to bold up their bandsand getout. They were
stood up in a vow by the roadside and one of
the highwayman stationed bhimself in front of
them with his gun ecocked and ready to shoot
any oue who should resist or put dewn his
hauds, while the rest rifled the baggage aud
gathered up the money, watches, ete,

“Ben Holliday's arms ached and his nose
itched nntil it seemadas though heecould endure
it no longer. A inst heappealed to the gnard,
*5ee here, won't you lat me seratch my nose?’

411l serateh your nosefor vou,’ said the man
with the mask and gun; and at the samoe time
began rubbivg the muzzle of the gun backward
aud forward scross the end of Holliday's nose,
eausing the biood to flow. There was no more
itching, aud the rest of the party had s great
laugh at him as he stopd there with the biood
dripping down upon his shirt-front.

* Ben Holliday's wife was clear grit, you bet,”
eontinued Jake, “She was riding on a coach
one morning that had a lot of Lullion aboard,
As they came np near a stock station the male
passengers gob out to walk and took a short cut
overa little hill. Soon after Mrs. Holliday saw
two men running toward the coach, and, think-
ing more of road agents than anvthing else, it
wasn't a minute before she had the muzzle of
one of thedouble-barrelled sholguns through
the window. The men were going for some
herses that were picketed half a mile from the
station.”

A treasure-coach had been “held np” the
Winter before on the Deadwood line between
Sidney and Rapid City, and Tom Lyon, our
chief messenger, had been one of the gpoards of
it. He was very little disposed to talk of the
adventure, but by dint of much questioning I
got the story out of him in the course of the
two days we rode together.

The amount of bullion carried that trip was
small, about $50,000, and so thore weresent only
three messengers to gnard it. There wasalsoone
passenger, 4 telegraph eperator from Deadwood,
who rode inside with one of the messengers.
The attack was made at a station 12 miles from
another in eithor direction, and where there
bappened to be that night only one man in
chargoe of the stock. These stations cousist of
rude shanties, generally built of logs, to shelter
the horses, and smaller but no bettor ones for
the men who care for the tesms tolive in,

Tom said that they arrived at this station at
about midnight, but ths road agents, five in
number, were there befors them, and had
gugged and bouud the stock tender and shut
Liw up in the stabla. When the coach drove
up ono of the agents stepped out of the door
und took the leaders by the head, and, at the
snwe fime, another who was hidden behind
cach corner of the building, opened fire upon
those on top, Tom's partner was disabled at
the first shot, and Tom himself got & buckshot
in the calf of his leg,

The driver at first attempted to start up the
team, but the fellow at the heads of the leaders
held them socurely, and the top of the coach
wis too hot a place for any one to stay in very
long. Both he and Tom Lyon got to the gronnd,
therefore, as quickly as possible on the opposite
side from the station, one leoking alter the
horses while the other attempted to“draw a
bead " upon one of the robbers.

In the meantime the guard who was inside
and the young telegraph operator had already
opened the door to get out before the first shot
was fired, aud the latter had one foot npon the
step, when a shot from tho deor of the station
struck him in the head and he fell beneath the
coach. After that there was a short but sharp
hand-to-hand fight., Tom Lyon shiot from be-
hind the eoach and the other messengor from
inside, but they fought at disadvantage, as
they couldn’t sce their assuilunts. The man
inside was first disabled, and when he ceased
firing four of the robbers rushed upon Tom
Lyon. He emptied three chambers of his re-
volver, killing one man and wounding another,
and then he whs overcome. The driver had
uo arms and bocame an easy captive. They
were bound, and then the three of the road
agents who were not hurt broke open the bul-
lion-box and earried off the treasure.

The telegraph messenger and Tom Lyon's
partner on the top of the coach died almost im-
mediately of their wounds. Tom himsell was
badly hurt by the shot in his leg, and suffored
from loss of blood, but was not otherwise hit.
The inside messenger was wonnded in three or
four places, but finslly recovered.

Oue of the robbers was left dead by the side
of the coach, The other one whom Tom Lyon
wounded crawled away half & mile in the sazo
brush and died; his body was subsequently
found. Of the other three, one was captured
kefore the end of u week, but was taken from
the stage-coach in which he was being carricd
to Rapid City and lynched., Another wus
caught a few days later, tried, convieted and
hanged, The third escaped. About $40,000
of the builion was recovered, althongh it cost
the stuge company about §25,000 in rewards and
expenses,

Our trip to Sidney was an uneventful one,
but when we got there my note-book was full
of'stories of adventure en the overland route,
of which I have given in thisonly a few sam-

ples,

SONS OF VETERANS,

News from the Various Divisions---
Election of Officers, efe.

HEADQUARTERS BULLETIN.

CUaieaco, Iun., Nov. 26, 1888,
Among othernoteworthy things in this organiza-
tion is the Christins donations which nre belug
raisad throughout the various Camps Lo be forward-

ed to the Seidiers’ Orpbans' Homes in the various |

States o buy Christmaes presents for the little
ones. This is indeed an ool to be commend-
ed, We can do nothing that will so eudear
us in the hearts of the old soldiers as to
remember these little ones, who are dependent
upon the State, and I hope (hat every brother of
the Order who reads this artiole will &t once con-
tribiite to the genera! fund, nnd forward the samea
with the contribution of Ius Camp direct to the Col-
onel of his Division, and [ nim sure that eonid ho
attend any one of these Houes upon Christmas
morning when thesa presents aro distributed nxnd
gee the huppy smiles upon the fuces of the litle
ounes, he could never begrudge even 10 Limes the
amount of his donution,

Past Colonel West, of Kentucky, is onan extend-
ed business trip through the Siate of Kansas, and
wiil, nodoubt, do that Division some good, &8s he
is & thorough worker for the Urder.

Maj.-Gen, Hinkley was in Counecil Bluffs, Towa,
at the muster of a new Camp at that place, which
occearred on Naov, 20,

Adj't Goodale reports that the Towa Division {a
on a boom,

Col. K. McCrillis, of the INlinois Division, {son a
two weeks' trip, looking after the younger aud
wenker (.:nmpsf:: Iilinois. As he is a hustler, no
doubt he will organize from three to five Camps
during his (rip.

We now bave five Camps in the State of Arkan-
sas, with applieation for two others, Otis E. Gulley
has been uppointed Provisional Colonel, and from
his past record will soon make this State & promle
nent Division,

THE DIVISIONS.

MAINE.

General Orders, No. 16, issued st Portland Nov.
14, by command of Waldo H. Perry, Colonel Com-
manding,—E. . Phillbrook, Adjutant,—coatain
the following:

In secordance with the Constitution, the annual
election of Camp officers wili take place at the first
staled meeting in December. Nominations will be
madeat st least one stuted meeting prior to election.
The oflicers to be chosen are: Captain, First Lien-
tennut, Second Licutenant, three members of Camp
Council, Delegate to Division Encampment, Alter-
nute. Camps desiring any particular Installing
Officer must send name and address of the brother
Lo these Headquarters not later than December 10,
at which time appointments will be made and com-
mission issued. All Installing Officers must inve s
comumlssion from these Headquarters. Capt. Wm.
H. Fish, commanding C. D. Morrill Camp, No. 41,
having failed to forward reports for lust quarter,
Camp No. 41 is hereby suspended,

The thanks of the Colonel Commanding are
hereby extended to Caplains of Camps for their
prompiness in forwarding reports. It is with

veasure that the announcement is made that the

ivision has held its own through the Summer
months nnd the heat of a political campaign : this
is gratifying, and should encoumge all brothers to
work with renewed energy to increase our num-
bers. Sinece lust General Order Charles D, Jame-
son Camp, No. 6, Bradford, Capt, William W.
Noble, has been mustered, with 14 charter mems-
bers, by Lieut.-Col. Fred E. Pottie, It ia
with deep sorrow that anncuncement is made
of the death of First Serg’s Fred H. Moody,
Camp No. 14, South Chins, and Division Aid-de-
Cump, which occurred at & recent date.  Brother
Moudy was mustered Sept, 4, 1886, and from that
Ume until his death was an enrnest worker for our
Order. Asa tribute of respect to his memory the
charter of this Division will be draped, and the Di-
vision officers wiil wear the usoal badges of mourn-
ing for &0 days.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Farragut Camp, Lowell, held a Campfire on Now.
16, and had as guests 5 membera of the Camp st
Muanchester, and representatives from Nashu
Haverhill and Lawrence. The guests also include
Col, Upham, of Fitehburg, and Maj. Roby, of
Nushun; Col, Sargent, of Lawrence; Capt. Ste-
veus, of Malden, and Uspt. Pemberton, of Haver-
hill. The guesis were received at the depot and
escoried to the hall by o band. After the sscret
work there were refreshments and speeches,
Among the speakers were Mayor Palmer, of Low-
ell; the visiting officers, Capt. €. S, Proctor, of the
Lowell detachment; Second Corps of Ondets, Com-
mander John Weleh, of Post 42, and others,

OHIO.

Gen. Banjamin Harrison Camp, No. 9, was mus-
tered in st Cincinnati Nov. 18, and the foliowing
officers were instalied : Captain, Geo. A, Turrill;
Fust Lieut., Miton T. Carey, jr.: Second Lieut.,
James J. Foley; Chap., L., H. Hamilton; First
Serg't, George Il. Thomas; Q. M. S, Joseph Her-
ron; 8. of &.; Eugene L. Jobnson; C, 8., Joseph

"Kirkup; Principal Musician, W. F. Armstrong, ir.;

C. of G., Stephen Muarvin; C, G., Cliif Asbury; P.
G., Frank A, MceGee, The muster ceremonies were

in eharge of Col. Geo. W. Leonard, of Urbana,

Commander of Ohlo Division, and were very im-

pressive. Afler a very exceilont dinner had been
served by J. B. Martin, the * Royal Caterer”
tonsts were proposed and responded to as follows:
*Our Order,” Geo. A, Turrill; “Our Camp," Eu-
gene L. Johnson; “*Oar Visiting Brothers," Col.
Gro. W. Leonard, and “ Our Fulure,” Rev. Wush-
ington Gardner, Department Commander of Michi-
gan, G.AR. During the evening Capt. ‘Turrill read
the following autograph letter from the President-
elect, which was received with cheers ;

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Sepb. 10, 1888,
GronGe A, TurrILL, Cincinnati, O.
My Dear Sik: Your nots advising me that
vour Cunmp of Sons of Veternns had adopted my
namwe hns been recelved. [Please extend to the
organization my very sincere thanks for this com-
pliment,

Very truly, vours, Buxy. HARrmsoN.

Among the prominent guests of the Camp that
night were Rev. Washington Gardner, Commander
of the Department of Michigan, G.AR., who was
Just recently appointed by Commander-in-Chicf
Willlam Warner one of a commitiee Lo report upon
the questibn of more intimate relationship of the
Grand Army and the Order of the Sans of Veter-
ans, Comrades Herron, Marshaill, Thowns and
Arnstrong, Dr, J. A, Averdick, Surgeon-General
of Sons of Velerans, were also preseut,
PENNSYLVANIA,

The Executive Conncil of Pennsyivania Division
will mect in Readivg on Nov. 29, 15888, for the pur-
pose of auditing thebooks nud takingan inventory
of stock on hand,

REUNIONS.

[Norroe.—Organizations bolding Reunions this
year having or making rosters, will favor us by
iransmitting & copy thereofl to Tax NaviosaL
Tispvse for file and future referonce.—Eorron
NamoxAL Trisoxe.l
INDIANA.

The survivors of the 130th Ind. held their
fourth nonual Reanion at Hustington recently,
Tho visiting comrades were met at the depot
and escorted to the fir grounds, where a boun-
tiful repast was partaken of, After dinner the
comrades assembled round the spenkeors’ stand,
and were welecomed to Huntington by Mayor
Dsy, and addressed by C. W. Watkins, Col.
Zollinger, and others. There were 120 mem-
bers present. In the evening a Campfire was
held in the Opera House, at which a very pleas-
ant program was rendered.

OHIO:

During the National Encampment at Colum-
bus, in September, the survivors of the 7lst
Ohio held a Reunion, and elected the following
officers for the ensuivg year: H. H. Williams,
President; T. M. Campbell, Vice-President; B,
8. Willinms, Treasurer; D. L. Lee, Seerctary,
The next Reunion will be held at Troy, the
first Thursday and Friday in September, 1859,

At a Reunion of the survivers of the 55th
Qhio, held at Colambus daring the National En-
campment, the following officers were elected
for the eusuing year: Pres, Col. J. C, Lee, of
Toledo, O.: Vice-I'ves., Col. J. M. Stevens, of
Titlin, 0,; Treas,, Capt. J, F, Reiser, Upper San-
dusky, 0; See., Capt. B. W. Pool, Seal, O,

WEST VIRGINIA.

The second annual Beunion of the survivors
of Co. K, 14th W. Va,, was held at the residence
of 5. W. Gilmore, pear 8t. Cloud, on the 19th of
October, it being the 24th anniversary of the
battle of Cedar Ureek. A resolution was upan-
imousiy adopted indorsing Tz NATIONAL
TriruNE Pension bill and the Dependent
Peusion bill, and cailing on Congress to pass
these two measures as soon as possible.

A MOTHER OF VETERANS.

She Dies in Alject Poverty.

Muys. Catherine Mullens, 70 years old, and one
of the eriginal squatters in lowar Jersey City,
died in the street Nov. 21. She eame from
Ireland in 1852 with two grown sons, who were
both killed iu the Hrst battle of Bull Ran.
Mrs. Mullens had ne money, and was put ont
of the shanty in whieh she lived by the owner,
She worked and got money enough to huy a
fuw boards and built & hut in the swamp her-
self, with the assistance of Micky Free, the
pedestrian, who had a house ou wheels, and
whenever the landowner drove Lhim from one
part of the dry land above theswasmp he would
move to suother part. Mrs, Mulleos lived in
the house in the swamp all the time, though
sometimes the wuater would be & fout decp on
the floor of the bat, She earned ber living by
going out washing., She was buried by people
tor whom she worked,

-
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