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belhind Catoctin Mountain,
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Mursbhal.”
on, Colonel,” erfed Job, in a tone of
“Uve neverasked s favor of you yet,
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in on that aceonnt, IUs goin' to be a
severe one . You'll peed every gun you can
twuster.  Maybe our two may tury the tide at
some eritieal moment. Nobody enn tell, Let
ws go i on Lhat account. If vou do we'll
promise on onr seeved words o honor that ns
goon 08 Lhe fight's over we'll report baek to the
guanrd, without an “if" or an ‘and,” aud staad
our trinl hike men, without & whimper,”
@ The thing is wholly irregular, and con-
Lrary o yegulutions,” suid the Celonel, with a
soltening fuce, * But 1 will do it on two con-
ditious : that you pledge me that you'll report
buck to yourgnard sfter battlo, without further
selion oo my part, sud that you'll not #Llempt
tu make your goiug into Luttle now an offset Lo
your previous misconduct-—not urge it as o bar
te your trial”

* Wo'll promise you thut,” said Job,
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“Moighty glndly,” echoed Quin, )

“Vory woll; yoor arrost is mn;mndr!d till
ﬂflf'l Lhe eoming engagument,” said the Colo-
nel, in his usual eurl, vold mwanner, and rode
on down the line.

The endiess billows of ‘war, of which we were
part, rolled on throngh Middletown and up to
the base of Bouth Mauntain, We had left the
groat National rogd, alohg which we had been
mwoving, at the bridge Across Catootin Cresk,
which the rebels hnd burned: had forded the
sghnllow stream and gone off to tho left, along
the “old Sharpsburg roi,”  We halted at last,
and came to * placo rest” in the lower edge of
a long mondow that sloped geatly upward to
the wonds.

Momentarily the prelude to the awful storm

battle beenms mwore' intense and angry.
ines early morning Pleasontou's cavalrymen
had been koeeping up a bickering fire in the
wooda and on the ]ll,i!np'-l northward of the
pika, nnd regiment after rogiment of infantry
nnd batteries of artiBery hiad gone to their as.
81 Lator Cox's Kanawha Division had
disappeared in the woods to the left, and erashes
ol wnsketry, the deeper bass of the artillery,
nnd choers and yells flopting down to us told
that fiereo battle was being waged there, with
viarying fortunes,. A -t:u:pl.:mlIy-;.;rn“'ing pro-
coasion of wounded men drifted back down Lhe
muotintain-side. They were all hopeful, though
somo were frightfully mangled.

“Wo're driving the whelps!
ran! Horrah for the Union!” they would
shont as they were carried by us,

Rogimonts and brigades, marching in quick
timo—Iroquently st doublo-guick —woere hast-
ening lather and yon to give aid where it was
nesded tnke n threatening position,  Relbel
cannon thundered ooat shot and shoell from on-
expocted  parts of the mountain-side to dis-
organize, disperso or delay them., QOur own
batterios, enming down the pike in a whirl of
dust, dashed across fiolds and throogh quickly-
dismantied fences to ominencos whence they
could roach the enemy's guns with their rifled
bolta, Six-mule wagons ladon with ammuni-
fion were urged with whips aad profance shouls
up thoe stecp, tortnong roads to where their
previous freight could (-un‘.--ll‘.l'!Il]y II';I]DII["\:I
the emptied eartridyeb of the fizhting
1 s,
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Tho suspeuse was terrible. Would not the
volley, when it came, simply apolibilate us ?

*Hell's tires!” muoltered Job, *Them fel-
Jers menn murder”

Lo anether minute wo were within 100 yards
of the wall, and the long lins of barrels blazed
nt with an awful burst of flame that
wl to blind us. Mon dropt to the right
upd lolft, tho colors went down, with their
bearors nnd the eutire PR g ki lorwounded,
The flugs imedintely suntched np by
ha and waved tn the thee of the ene-
I felt a sting wlong my left sido aud saw
tagger and plieo his hand to his temple,
from whith the bloed was strenmiug,  He re-
himsell ¢ and moved ou vrect,
Job und Quin secwod unhurt,
heetg £ " tho
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Hevman sauk down with a bullet through
his thigh, ‘The eplors dropt a socond time,
und wore ngain solzed h.\‘ other hands and held
up,  Lzew Groosted recelved o bullet thyough
luis braln, and 1ol buckward on the sod with
his sword still finply grosped. A hasty glance
down the Hoe, ns] relonded with nervous hauds,
showed me our gnes-eompaet ranks shuttered
nnd gaping.  The Major and Adjutant's rnider-
lens Liorses were galloping to the rear, npighing
wilh terror.

As 1 capt my gun, A robel ofMicer Il'nlll.
the wall, waved lis sword and shiouted :

“Now, boys, up sod gt ——"

Before hecould fiuish the sentence my bullet
struck him in the brosst, and he foll backward,

* Dattalion, forward! Charge sayoxgms!”
shouted our Colousl. The words reached wy
eur wlong with tho erash of u volley from the
left, where s rebel rogiment bad hurried into
line o enfilade us. | looked in that direction.
Our colors still wavaed, but te the left of thom
the line waus entirely gone; the men who hud
itaod there wero stretehied on the ground. The
Colonel was struggling to extricate himself
from bis fallen borss. Job and Quin rau to his
wuslslance.

A rush of gholls sereamod over our heads
frwn w battery which hind dashed iuto position
on i kuoll to our right aod rear, aud landed
syuurely within the raoks of the regimont
which had enllladed us.  Another battery to
our left sud rear also opened, with exact range,
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the sir and the robels fed back into the wooda,

Our sinking henrts rose at the sight,

“Steady, men!" shouted the Colonel, rlsing
to his feet aud limping forward, supported by
Quin,. “Close up on the colora! Rally on the
colors!"

A bank of smoke had setiled down in the
hot, slill air belweon us and the rebels behind
the stono wall, so that neithoer eould seo what
the other was doing. ‘They had kept up n
gharp fire all the time, howover, but hiad forto-
nately overshot us, Wo learned sfterward
that they were in confusion from the loss of 50
many oflicars.  Still their fire was heaviet than
we conid return from our redneed ranks, It
wid becoming momentarily more scarching,
and was telling fearfully upon us, standing ont
thero on the smooth sward withant s particle
of protection, “ My God, wa must do
thing at ouce!”™ corind Job, in anguish,
et alter another drop around us,
must wither go ahead or brew. Colonel,
pive an order.  Eithor send us into them with
the bayvenet or back to shelter,”

Lig air, " eonnmanded the Colonel,
his nsmal sternness.  “'Fake vour placo in the
ranks, sir, and do not presume to give direoc-
tions to me, DBattalion, conse firing, Hight
dieas! Frout! About face! Forward, right
obligna—Marech | ™

Aa we facod about and started diagonally
ncrods Lhe field to the noerest place of shelter,
I snw Herman's eyes look up appeslingly. Job,
Quin, Lan and 1 left the runkys to ift him np
and carry him with ua,

Tha Colonel, hobbling along behind, saw us,
and shouted :

“Gio back to your ranks, there.
you mean by leaving your placea?
e,

* You'll haf to loaf mo here, poya,” said Hor-
min, a resipned look filling his great blue oy ea.
“Oio mit de retchiment, nond ket oud of here if
you gan.  Gotl safe yon all."”
Inid bhim down and
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Wao heard someons among the robels behind
tho stone wall ahout ont

“Hurrnh ! Thers the Yankees go, boys, Canse
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battalion,” anded
Load at will., Bu

Fho loud, loug, wolfish
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wall in fleree pursnit,

My heart beat tumultoously, but we did not
én our pace from the calm, deliberate
step of common time,

“Rready, mon ; steady,” ealled ont the Col-
anel, Slower there on the left, The guideis
ll,;:".!-”

T'he yolls wero so near that I expected at the
next to feel the throst of 1 bavonet,

* Battalion " —ecommandod the Colonsl, in as
slow, even tones if on purnde, ** LHalt!
About, face, Right dress. Front,™

‘1o pussed Lhrough the ranks to the rear of
the ralora,
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ki yi-yidied away {notantly fuced about.

“[leady, men,” repented the Colonel,
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girls oredit for thinking of anything else but
dress,

He (sanvoly)—Oh,you wrong me! Idogive |
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