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Y GIEN ONN Pore U. 6 A
HE two most prom-
ipent  and  well-
kuown men in Mr,
Lincoln's Calinet
were Mr. Seward
and Mr. Chase, Per-
haps Mr. Rewnrd
was better and more
widely known 1o
the couptry than
M. Chase, and it is
certain that in the
early part of 186)
be was by far the
most influential pol-
jticisn in the Re-
publican party, not
even excepting President Livecoln, He bad
an immense following of his own, and even
awong those who had not bLeen his sup-
porters there was & widely-prevalent belief
thut be would dominate the new Adminis-
tration and dictate its policy ; iu sbort, that
whilst Mr. Lincoln was no doult the “de
jure " President, Mr. Seward wounld be Presi-
dent “de facte.” The New York men were
po doubt lurgely responsible for starting this
idea and encourmafing belief in it, They
themselves had endowed Mr. Seward with
such supreme intellectual foroe and power
to govern thast it seemed o them impossible
and absurd that such & man as Mr. Lincoln,
with ouly fair natural abilities, and with ab-
solulely no experience in the higher grades
of official life, would undertake 10 oppose
himsel! in any respect %0 & man why beld
the loremont
PLACE IN WIS CABINET,
and was, besides, such & master of political
management and #o shining & light in his
parly. As Mr, Lincolu soon showed bim-
sell the superior in intellectual power sud
force of will it resuited that Mr. Seward was
beavily handicspped in the very beginning
by being invested, in the public belief, with
power be did not possess, and Jooked to for
influence which be never wiclded. As be
thus, of necessity, failed to fulfill, in suy
large degree, the expectations of his follow-
o, and a8 time made iU more and more
manifest that the incumbent of the White
Honse was one of those supremdly great
men who but rarely appear, and would be
the contralling power of the Government, it
happened, in the nature of things (* that is,
of politien] things™ ), that Mr, Seward begon
rapidly todechine in influence with his party
and in their relinpoe opon bis snpremacy in
the Adwinistration, His extraordinary
funcy for compromises on all suljects and

public men on the spot, which, more than
anyihing else, created that most nnfortunnte
if mot fatal idea that Northern men were
cowards and wonld not fiyht, and that one
Soatbern man was a match for at Jeast five
of them. That mistaken belief bad much
to do with precipitating the rebelion upon
ue, and brought 1o the support of, or sub-
mission to, seoession many thousands of
men in the South whe would never have
consented to any measares which would
plunge the couniry inte civil war., The
bigh position in his party and in publie
estimation which Mr. Seward's great abili-
ties and long experience in public life bad
given him, made him a target for the denun-
cintions of Southern Senators; and the
Norith, wounud up to nearly as high a pitch
of dangerons excitement as the South, was
treated almost every day to scenes in the
Senate of insult, open and gross, to Mr
Seward and to the Northern people whom
he represented, which were accepted with
suave, unconcerned manper, and
SMILING, FRIENDLY FACE,

s if it were complerely understood that it
was all in fun, Grim old B. F, Wade was
pever assailed in this manner, nor was any
one in doubt as to his course if he had been,
It was not because Mr. Seward lacked per-
sonal or moral courage that he acted thus,
but becaunse he did not scem to be able to
rcalize that his public opponents were his
personal encmies, that they were dreadfully
in esrpest, and that they meant all they
said becnuse they believed it, and because,
too, they knew what would be the effect of
such depunciations of the Northern people,
and such a reception of them, upon their
cxcitable constituents in the South,

I recall, as in some degree illustrating
this trait of Mr. Seward, a story once told
me by the late Associate Justioe Ewayne, of
the Sapreme Court of the United States
In returniog to Washington from his “swing
around the circle,” President Andrew John-
son, with the Presidential party, spent »
night in Columbus, Ohie. Judge Swayne,
who lived in Columbus, and was a personal
friend of Mr. SBeward, hunted bhim up as
well a8 be could in the imwmwense crowd
which had assexibled at the depot and filled
the streets, and fipally found bim sick in
bed at the hotel. The Judge sat down by
his bedside, and after

A FEW WORDS OF GREETING,
Mr. Beward asked him with eagerness and
spparently baving no doubt of a favorable
anewer, what effect be thought that the
President's tour and spreches bad prodoced
on the general sentiment in the West, It
was 50 plain that be expected an agreeable
answer that the Jodge hesitated to reply,
but ipally said that the effect, in his opinion,
bhad not been good With that Mr. Reward
grew somewhut cxcited, snd ssid with em-
phasis, “ Judge, I consider Andrew Johuson
the finest public speaker I ever heard in al)
my public life” Olserving probably some
incredulity on the Judge's face, he struck
his hand on the bed and repeated with ex-
cited manner, “I tell yon, Judge, I consider
Auvdrew Johnson the fioest public speaker |
ever listened 10.” Judge Swayne related the
Elory to me &8s a strange and pnaceountable
delusion of Mr. Seward ; but ] told him then,
what bas always been my impression, that
it was not sirange bat characteristic simply,
Mr. Jobnson, as the whole conntry knows,
was an unedncated man, withont aequire-

his poculinr diplomastic mwethods w0 bring |

them gbout, made it pretty plain that poliry
even mwore than principle would be his guide
i public affain. His pegotiations aud con-
Jerences, Girect and vicarious, with Southera
Comniissioners and
CUNGRUESEIONAL OFFICIAYTS

will pever lw compleely known, but suffi-
cient has been brought to Jight to make it
guite certuin that if the business of the
Goverument o 1861 bad heen confided 10
M. Beward instend of Mr. Lincoln, wesbould
to-day I:Iuhg'nj)' Lave lwen clearing away
the debyisof a wrocked Union. The opin-
on of Mr, Seward beld in 1860 by perhaps
the mejority of Lis countrymen, secius mar.
velous in wview of the history which fol-
lowed. Itis, perhaps, due 10 Mr, Seward's
ekt cliarncteristics aewell asto his poiile-
il
carnesl or W hil.\'! i }‘ wlrong Topviclious
He appeared
o treu! the wlole sulpect aof poiitios in this
counlry as & were game, 0 be decided by
]-l‘)!l

traloiug that he Lanlly seemed 1o be $u

espeerning public guestions.

cil kill snd party mavagement, and
O ucl ne Dot
should be nousulied in adopling and nrging
Pt i\l.:.l,-l'n

el

€3 pudicucy, cunyiclion,
He @id pol seom 10 nuder-
O L carnesiness and al timaes jnvense
passion which ecized npon most public men
i the discussion of the great issues which
SO Leary 1-:--ui'_'1f'. the Government o de
Elrii.
Lhat the

lon. e could not, therelore, reilize
SOUTHERYX SEXATORS

were 50 deeply o esrnest and so profoundly
moved by the gueslions ul fesne, and treated
tholr epecches (a8 o doubt be considered
bie own ) s meve oratorionl efforis fur gen-
em! ellect. When the grossest wffionts,
boih in words apd demeanor, wore publicly
put upon Lim o the Scoate, be ncoepred
them withoul suger or reseutment, much as
the lawycrs on opposite sides of & case in
eourt sre in the hubit of wegaling them-
selvos sud encoursying thelr clicots by the
use of bad luuguage or insulting reference

ments or accomplishments of any kind, He
had little command of the English language,
exoept in the way of desanuciatory epithets,
sad thoss not of an elovated or choice char-
aoter, or wed
IN GRAMMATICAL LANGUAGE,

por had he any of the groces or delicacy of
an orstor at all. It could wot Lisve been any
of these things, therefore, which & polished
gpeaker like Mr. Seward could have ad-
mired so much. Eliminating these, there
was notbing left 10 make such an impres-
sion of fipe oratory, except the furious ear.
nestness of Lhe man and the sirikingevidence
that be not ouly mesot what he said, but
was ready apd auxious to trandlate every
word of it into scta. It was the passionate
fervor and deeply-felt convictions of Mr.
Johmson which nutarally impressed & man
of Mr. Sewnrd's characteristios, and not the
olject of Lis speech nor the langunge or the
munver in which it was expressed.

The histary of his relationsto the Sonthern
Commissioners and otler officiale and of Lis
pegotistions and undentandings with them
will couvinee anyone, 1 think, that

alwave ex pres

TIHIE FATAL WEAKNESS

| of Lis nature, want of conviction and of
carnestpess, disabled Lim from realizing the
situation during the early months of 1861,
snd led him lute schemes and propositions
which could ouly have been bused upon the
belicf that the whele mgatter was 8 mere
pawe of political blufl, as perbaps might
Lave been the case in some former disagree-
ments; that the South had no real purpose
o secede, and only he!d the attitude of seces-
sion to secure Lo the very nttermost the most
fuvorable concessions which the fear of dis-
uuion and war could wrest from the timidity
of the North, He had no bellef becsuse be
bad no personal experience of the savage
resolution of the Southern Jeaders, and
thouglit by little concessions and adroit com-
promises to ahate this fury of passion in the

o 'h“!t.

it ot pleasant reading even after all these

| yours Lave pone by, but, unpleasant as they

are, it way be truly said that there is not in

them all that fedling of bowiliation which is
FREOVOKED BY THE CORRESFONDENCE

in the Tront affair and the almost abject

10 eack other, with u perfect understavding | position in wlich that correspondence and

on hoth sides that their words were 10 be
secepied in o “ Pickwickion "scnse. Dulor
tupntely Soutliern men do potso understand
it o the disousions of great public gues-
tions of such vast and fur reacling resuits,
which assailed, as they iuskied, the very
foundstions of the social strocture of lh;'.
Bouth, They wore furiously (u cunest and

cubscguent Ioglish insolence and outrage
placed us. 1 kuow that many of our people
waivtain that Mr. Seward by snch almost
pusilapimons condoct of gur foreign affairs
rendercd the conntry a most valuable service
by presenying pesce with England, but ghere
also are many o'her people who bold views
| gquite antagonistic. OF course if the law of

mospt every word they sad, esjccinlly sach | nutious and onr own Interpretation of them

worde 88 were chargod w o th s 1
ITWAE THE TAlIVEE

of public men like M:, Bewurd to un’

pland and 10 rescut insult troess

“re

there ofore required the surrender of Mason
and Slidell they should have been given og,
but surely wol wpon demsnds so arrogant
wede ‘o & mauper g¢ susolart, 17 It e

{

The birtory of these transactions |
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creditable or even politic to preserve such a
peace as Fogland aceorded to us during the
rebellion by obsequions abnegation of our
maunhood such as may be found in our diplo-
matie relations with that nation, or if the
advantages gained by it were sufficient to
compensate for the intolerable humiliation
inflicted upon this people, perbaps in the
view
OF EXPEDIEXCY MIERELY

these trunsactions of Mr Seward might
bhave been excused, surely never commend-
ed. But wasiteo? What sort of peace did
England grant ns for our abject submission ?
We all know that it was a peace which left
Confederate cruisers, encouraged by English
sympathy and open nssislance, to destroy
our commerce on the ocean, to drive all our
commercial marine, greater then than her
own, from the seas, or force ihem to sail
under ber flag and become the property of
ber citizens, Every possible advantage she
could Liave wrested from us by successful war
she gained by this peace, which, like the
peace we read of in the Scriptures, * passeth
all homan understanding.” An open war
would bave been opposed by half of ber own
peaple, and would bave endangered the tran-
quility of England itself by planging thou-
sands of i's skilled laborers into destitution.
She could not bave expected, if war was
declared, to bring & military force across
3,000 miles of ocean which could have made
the least impression upon the great armies
marshaled sgainst each other over this
broad country.

THE SLIGHTEST CONEIDERATION
of the mechanical dificultiea attending the
transport of a considerable budy of troops
over 50 vast an expanse of water, even if
there were no such things as vessels of war
sud privateers to molest them, moakes it
bighly unlikely that such a project was ever
entertained, That England might, with ber
large ficet, bave undertaken to raise the
blockade of the Southern ports is possible,
Dul to what purpose? It was not the lack
of arms, ammunition, or food that beat the
Sonth, and if England had piled the sbath-
ern seaconst mouutains high with such sap-
plits, would the result of the war have been
different or perceptibly prolonged? The
bombardment of the Northern cities, or some
of them, was within the range of probable
atfewpt; but even at the beginning they
were not without formidable defenses, and
in 1962 these were supplemented

PY MORR POWERFUL DEFENSES
on the water. An attack on any of our cities
al any twe alier the Bummer of 1862 would
SJave been bazardous to the enemy, and its
| result very uncertain.  Atany rate, auy dam-
| nge which could bave been done to our sea-
| board cities would have been less costly and
| injarious to the country than the total loss of
our commercial marine, which has not been
replaced to this day. Bat what should we
bave been doing In the meantime? The first
| news of a declaration of war against us by
England would have witnessed the muster of
| an army along our northern frontier for the
capture of Cansda, which lay open to us as
belpless ns a baby, an army, too, composed
' in the main of that portion of our fellow-
citizens who were opposed to the war with
the South, and were in every lawful way
obstrocting its successfal prosecution, and
whose operations for that purpose had re-
quired the retention of large forces in the
Northern cities and important localities to
keep the pence, Dehind the armies in the
feld. Who can truly estimate what a bur-
' den of anxiety and discouragement would
have been lifted from the shoulders of the
Government and the country by tuch em-
ployment sgainst

A COMMON ENEXY

of s large s cuntingent of our dissalisfied if
| not hostile population in the North ; or wheo
| can say bow much sooner the end of the war
wight bave come, conld the large bodies of
Wooge thue necessarily kept in the zear

have been sent to reinforce the armies at
the front. I do not think one need tronble
bimself to inguire what would have been
the action of onr disaffected fellow-citizens
had England declared war agaiost us. No
man who knows the people of this country
could have a donbt en this point, especially
as regards our Irish fellow-citizens, whether
recently arrived or long domiciled among
us. A declaration of. war by England
would therefore have speedily relieved us of
a large and troublesome element in our
midst, and have for:sd npon Eungland the
necessity of submitii~g to the huwiliatipn
of losing Canada, or eugage in fruitless effort
fo defend a remote colony against a power-
ful neighbor, whe could bring against it any
amount of military force along & thousand
wiles of open frontier,

The effect of war with England would
have been to free us on the land from a
large part of the intestine troubles, which
were not only discouraging to the snceessful
prosecution of the war, but which were in-
creasing

IN POWER AND INTENSITY
every day, so as to threaten the general se-
curity, On the scas the effect would have
been even more favorable, Instead of leav-
ing our commercial vessels to rot at the
docks, they could, with little preparation
and in the briefest time, have been sent to
sea a8 privateers, and in all probability they
would have been as profitable to their own-
ers in that occopation as in the ordinary
business of commerce, A few good sailors,
easily picked up in every seaport, and two
or three guns of no heavy caliber and cost-
ing little, would have been suflicient for the
armament of snch of the numerous sail and
steam-vessels which made up our commer-
cial marine, and in a space of time scarce
long enough to be considered the seas wonld
have been alive with armed vessels to war
on English commerce. There wounld bardly
bave been an inlet on any coast of the world
which would not have been visited and
watched by some of this active and count-
less fleet, All trade of Eugland with her
colonies would either have been cut off al-
together or so endangered as to be practi-
cally destroyed. Indeed, communication
itself would have been made impracticable
except by
HEAVILY-ARMED VESSELS

or ships of war, It wonld have been Eng-
land's commercial marine, and not ours,
which wonld bave been destroyed during
our civil war,

The eflect of this great obstruction, if not
complete interruption, to her interconrse
and trade with her colonies would have
heen disastrous to s large element of the
Evglish people, and extremely embarassing,
if not actually dangerous, to the Govern-
ment. Without enlarging upon the serious
results to Eogland of a declaration of war
aguinst the United States, it will be suffi.
cient to say that hy her treatment of this
country, and our submission to it, she en-
Joyed all the advantages of successful war
without suffering any of the penalties of
war. Our commerce was driven from the
sens and our ships of war treated almost as
enemwies, whilst Confederate ships were
warmly welcamed, fitted out, and provis-
ioned in every English port on the globe,

It is ot difficalt to imagine what would
have been the effect on the mass of the Eog-
lish peaple of a declaration of war against
s in the intercets of slavery, and a war
which would have hrought ruin and destita-
tion to large clavses

OF TUE ENGLISH PEOPLE.

Tle moral effect upon our civil war ap-
pears to me to have been vastly overrated.
The South had, as it were, the moral effect
of the sympathy and encouragement of the
Eunglish Government. Their recognition of
the Confederacy would have done no more.
The lurger past of the English ships of war
would have besu required to guard their

own commerce and keep open their com-
munications with their own colonies, and
conld not, at any rate, have given practical
aid to the South in a conflict which, in the
pature of things, had te be settled om land.
I cannot but believe that the more this sub-
ject is examined the stronger will be the
conviction that we paid far too much for
such a peace as England granted to our
timid, pot to say abject, submission to her
insolence and arrogance. As was well said
in the Sepate of the United States, “the
wrongs done to us by
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT

can never be atoned for by the payment of
money. Her attitude toward us during our
civil war has left upon the great mass of our
people & feeling of bitter resentment and
dislike which renders our relations to that
cguntry critical at all timea” BSome of our
people on the Easfirn seaboard may, per-
baps, be disposed to gqualify that statement,
but the number of them, I think, will be
small. In the West I have never heard but
one opinion on this subject, and that leads
directly to the purpose of seizing the first
opportunity to reckon up with England for
the treatment we received at her hands. An
open war would have left far lesa of bitter-
ness behind it'and far better prospect of gen-
uine peace and good feeling,

With the inception and conduct of this
diplomatie policy Mr. Seward is, no dounbt,
to be largely credited, altogether so accord-
ing to Mr. Charles Francis Adams, our Min-
ister to England, who thinka it most jodi-
cious and beneficial

TO THE UNITED STATES.
Perhaps Mr. Adams’s personal connection
with these negotiations and his relations
with Mr. Seward may make it possible that
his opinion of the latter's diplomacy was as
open to doubt as Mr. Seward’s impression of
Andrew Johnson's oratory.

Whoever else may be entitled to a share
in it, however, the country has ascribed it
all to Mr. Seward, and some, at least, of his
friends rest much of his fame upon the fact
that he kept the peace with England during
our civil war What sort of a peace it waas,
and by what means it was kept, is worth
considering also,

As Mr. Seward’s reputation as a member
of Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet rests largely, ae-
cording to the opinion of his friends, and
especially of his special eulogist, the late
Charles Francis Adams, upon the conduct of
our foreign relations during the civil war, [
bave thought it not out of place to dwell
somewhat upon that part of it which had to
do with the country from which we had most
to fear, but from which, in spite of past ex-
periences, we seem most uoreasonably and
unaccountably to have expected something
more than ordinary fair treatment. Indeed,
in the beginning, many of our people be-
lieved it & matier of course that, as our

FRESENT DIFFICULTIES

and the resulting civil war was directly
caused by the oppesition of the Northern
people, then in possession of the Govern-
ment, to buman slavery, and especially toits
further extension in this country, the tol-
eration of which by us had been the subject
of the severest reproach by the English from
the beginning of our existence as a Nation,
we should have on moral grounds alone the
active sympathy of the Euglish Govern-
ment and people in the struggle against it,
which the Northern people had at last been
forced into.

There is nothing in the past history of
England, either in her relations with this
country or any other, to jusiify this belief
in the least degree. On the coutrary, her
record from the beginning has been of bad
faith and self-seeking, without moral scru-
ples to restrain her cupidity or hold her
hand from the commission of any wrong
that became necessary in pursuit of a selfish
purpose. The last exhibition of this, and
perliaps the

MOST OUTRAGEOUS
of all, was the bombardment of Alexandria
in a time of profound peace, and the destrae-
tion of such parts of that ancient city (filled
with women and children) as were within
reach of her ships of war, for no better
reason than the failure of the Egyptian
Government and people to pay some indebt-
eduess to English bondholders. Certainly
it would be hard to find, in the long list of
crimes against humanity committed by the
nations of the earth, anything meore bratal
than this bombardment of a peacefal city,
the home of a weak and helpless people, so
feeble in all the means of war as to he per-
fectly at the mercy of the brutes who de-
stroycd their homes over their heads and
shot them down with perfect coolness and
in entire safety. For such acts as these,
always done upon the weak, and for intrigne
and bad faith toward the stroag, the Eaglish
Government stands to-day among the eivil-
ized Natious of Europe without a friend;
and it is within bounds to say that there
cannot be found in all the world a people
(even a tribe of wandering savages), among
whom the English bave ever appeared, that
does uot
HATE THE ENCOLISH NAME.

It was with such a Government asthis that
Mr. Seward hoped to maintain an honorable
peace, if not actual friendly sympathy, in a
domestic war which threatened the stability
of our Government, but which was directed
against the institution of slavery, with the
toleration of which both the English Gov-
ernment and the English people had been
long and bitterly reproaching us, Certainly
if there had been any real feeling embodied
in the moral and highly philanthropic lee-
tures they were constanily bestowing upon
us they shonld have rejoiced in the oppor-
tunity to give all proper aid to the Northern
people in a war which, if waged successfully
by the Government of the United States,
must of pecessity resault in the abolition of
slavery in this conntry Of all things looked
for from the English Government by the
majority of our people in such & crusade,
encouragement to the South and sympathy
with ita purposes was about the last.

It may be

CONFIDENTLY ASSERTED

! that Eogland proved true to besself and her !

past history in her dealings with ue daring
the civil war. Her most manifest desire was
to see this great Republic broken to pieces,
and its great commerce, which had grown to
be nearly if not quite equal to her own, and
which threatened soon to surpassit, destroyed
by the hands of its own people. The Soath,
being considered the weaker party, was
patted on the back and encouraged to pro-
ceed by indirect promises of help, conveyed
in private conversations with members of
the English Government. Juat s0 far as the
South eould injure our commerce and drive
our merchant vessels from the acenn or force
upon them foreign ownership (Eoglish
msinly)}—in other worda, so far aa onr
civil war eould bencfit English trade—the
Eoglish Government did give aid and
encouragement to the rebellion by the ex-
traordinary privileges granted to the South-
ern privateers, but
DENIED TO NORTHERN CRUISERS

in English ports all over the world. This
open heip enabled the Southern privateers,
bailt or bought in England, to destroy, with-
in two years, our foreign commerce, which
paturally passed into English hands—a loss
impossible to calculate, even flnancially,
and which, notwithstanding the Geneva
arbitration, never has been nor can be com-
pensated for. Farther than this direct rob-
bery of all our commercial marine through
Southeren instruments, a loss to us which
benefited England alone, and not at all the
Sonthern Confederacy, England did not go,
but contented herself with thus reaping the

States without any of the injary she wonld
have sustained by actual war. It became
early manifest, even to the South, that Eng-
land bad ne feeling for or interest in either
party to our eivil war beyond the ill-con-
cealed wish that our Government might be
broken to pieces and onr counntry dismem-
bered. Her loundly-proclaimed borror of
boman slavery on
HIGH MORAL GROUNDS
resulted in practical aid to the slave-holding
party to maintain that so-much-denounced
institution, and her sympathy for this great
republic of Anglo-Saxouns, descendants of
English loins, heirs to the English language
and literatare, inheritors of English liber-
ties, and (as we have been 30 often told since
our civil war) dear to the hearts and to the
pride of our English cousins, resolved itself
into an open exhibition of anxiety that we
shou!d disappear fromm samong the great
nations, especially the commercial nations,
of the world. The same result followed in
this case as in all other dealings of England
with foreign Governments Both Northern
and Southern parties toour civil war emerged
from it in entire sympathy in their feeling
of bitter hostility to England, a sentiment
far beyond the reach of mouey or soit talk
to modify. The only friend on earth that
England Fad was aliecrated by the same
methods which have made enemies of all the
rest, and nothing is more certain than the
fact that when the opportunity presents
itselfl, however far In the future, we shall
not fail to commend to her lips
THE CUP OF BITTEENESS

she forced on us in our time of trouble. Ar-
bitration with & nation which has emerged
successful and powerful from & civil war,
and which is able to enforce by arms redress
for injuries done her in her travail for life,
may possibly answer in the mere guestion
of payment in money for the destruction of
property, but it can never destroy the bister
feelicg of outrage and wrong ner the ever-
present memory that in our time of trial the
English Government was onr most persistent
and harmful enemy. To preserve the mere
pretense of peace with England duriag our
civil war we submitted to treatment which
bumiliated us in our own eyes, we lost all
we could have lest by open war with her,
whilst she reaped all the advantages of snc-
cessful war and left this people embittered
against her to n degree that forbids all pos-
sibility of Yeconciliation forever.

THE DIFLOMACY OF MR. SEWARD,
upon which his principal enlogist resta his
claim to greatuess, actoally bestowed on
England all of our merchant maring and the
vast commerce it represented gratuituously,
and entailed on this people a feeling of bit-
terest hostility to the English Government,
I must again say that the peace Mr. Seward
preserved with Epglind daring our civil
war “ passeth all human understanding.”

The attack upon Mr. Sewards life about
the time the war ended brought him again
into affectionate relations and high regard
with the great mass of the earnest men, who
constituted the earnestand powerful political
party to which he had always belonged, bus
these feelings soon subsided into indifference,
if not contempt, when it was found that he
adbered to Andrew Johusou and joiged
beartily in the effort to force upon the
country a policy of Southern reconstruction
which would bave rendered aburtive the
sacrifices of the war and committed Soathern
Union men and the whole colored population
into the hands of

THEIR BITTEREST ENEMIES,

Tt is impossible to reconcile Mr. Seward’s
relations to Mr. Johnson and his eelebrated
poliey with his utterances on the same sub-
ject for 20 years back, and his seemiog apos-
tacy was 50 clearly seen and believed that
the moment his term of office expiced he
sank into utter neglect, and appeared to lose
in & moment the high position he had held
aod the great respect with which he had
been regarded for so moany years. It is o
sad spectacle, the last years of Mr. Seward’s
life, and the utter indifference of the coun-
try when his death was announced. That a
man who had held 8o exalted a place in the
admiration and confidence of a large pary of
his countrymen that his words were hung
opon as the utterances of an inspired man,
and commuanded the assent of the great po-
litical body to which he belonged, and
which he actually led for so many years,
should bave so soon and so completely lost
it all, is one of those phases of the vanity of
boman life which will always commend
itsel{ to the dissertations ef the philoso-
pher. Of course Mr. Seward will always
oceapy @ conspienous piace in the history of
his eountry, and his great services to it will
always be remembersd; but the remem-
brance of him and of his work will alwaya
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HE campaign of 1974
in the Valley of the
Yellowstone had been
nearly a fraitless one
The overwhelming
diznster of the Tth U,
S. Cav. and the mass
sacra of the

art of its offfcers and
enlisted men had been
followed by an shorte
, ive attempt of the
Comwasnders of the Departments of the
Platte and Dakota to force the [adians to a
fight, aa it had been preceded by a drawn
battle on the headwaters of the Roses
bod, and it fell to the lot of the S5th U. 8
Inf.,, ander its indefatigable leader, to strike
about the anly biow of the year which had
any lasting effect, when late in Octobar thad
eommand met the Siouz north of the Yal-
lowstone, not far below the mouth of Powder
River, and foreed them into a flight and most
of them finally into a surrender and retarm
to the Agencies on the Missouri River; Bite
ting Ball, with most of his band, inclading
several of the more prominent warriors,
escaping acrosa the Capadian line, Thisbhad
been followed by the

WINTER CAMPAION

against Crazy Horse and his band up the
Valley of Toogne River, in which they were
driven from their camps, which were de-
stroyed, and this action by the surrender of
most of the Northern Cheyennes st Tongue
River cantonment,

Then in May the band of Lame Deer had
been struck in its camp on & tribatary of the
Rosebud and scattered over the country,
with the loss of some of its hest warriors,
all its best.horses, and its camp and provise
lona,

A month later a colompn, conaisting of
portions of the 2d and 7th Cav., lst, Sth, and
22d Iaf, was sent into the fiald; the Gtk

BatTLE 0P Brar Paw MoUnTAINS

mounnted on Indian horses, captured, a8
above stated. Bat no fight took place,
though the remnants of Lame Deer’s camps
were trailed over 400 miles, throngh eastern
Montana, western Dakota, and nerthern
Wyoming, and finally abandoving the fleld
sought shelter at the Agencies in the Departe
ment of the Platte,

Late in the Antnmn of 1976 the Sroope
located at the mouth of Tongne River had
constructed shelters made of logs placed om
end m a trench dog in the seil, and
“capped” with & “plate” or log, on which
reated a roof of poles and earth; nod ane
comfortable, as fiur as warmth was cons
cerned, in the Winter, but terribly damp
and lesky in the heavy rains of Spring.
But material and labor for constructing »
new post was on the way, and as soon as
possible after the ice was out of the stream
boats began to arrive, and at times the banks
of the heretofore-silent river assumed the
appearance of the “leves” of & lower Mis-
sissippi town; on one occasion 11 steamers
being tied at the landing at once,

A LARGE PROPORTION OF THE ARMY
waa represented at the new camp during the
Summer. The lst, 5th, 6th, Tth, 11th, 17th,
aad 22d Inf bad each one or more companies
there, and what was koown as “The Mon-
tana Battalion” of the 2d, and moss of whad
remained of the Tth Cav. Scouting was kept
ap in all directions (rom the new camp, bud
with little result,

Maanwhile, far away te tha westward, so far
that the troops on the Yellowstons had no exe
poctationa of sharing in it, another war was in
progress. Abandoning their reservatiom snd
bomes, the Nez Perce were on the warpath j
and their loader, leaving the country they bad
always held, had with his peopla started om
that long march which, if made by a white
chieftuin, would have jostly ranked with some
of the most famons ones of ancient tHmes,
Beating off some of the forces which soughs to
impede bis movement, and skilllully aveiding
others, he at langth emerged from the mounte
ains Into the Valley of the Yellowstons, and
crossing to the laft (northern) bank of thad
stream, turned his course toward the Canadian
border. Six days lator (on the aftarncom of
Sept. 17) the new= of his crossing reached the
camp st the mouth of Tongue River. It did
not taka long for the commanding afficer there
to decide upon bis

COURSE OF ACTION.

The conrisr renched the ecamp abont 3 p. m. By
4 p. u. orders were issued for a movement scross

the river, aud evary ona was busy. Twenty
duys’ rutions were to be taken, snd the come

be clouded by the sad and perplexing cpi-
sode uf the laat years of his public life,

waud was to wove the next morning, I8 cone

} gisted of Co's B  Benuett), ¥ (Soyder), @ (Lisuty




