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HISTORY OF THE CORPS:

Bow They Were Formed and of What
Troops Composed.

THE SIXTH CORPS.

—_—

Hard Fighting During the

Peninsular Campaign.

MALVERN HILL, VA.

Antietam, Fredericksburg,

Chancellorsville and Gettys-

burg.
—— ——

RANKLIN'S Division,
of McDowell's Corps,
started from eastern
Virginia for Fort Mon-
roe, via Baltimore on
the afternoon of April
13, 1862, arriving at
Yorktown, Va., on the
224, and was disem-
barked on the north
bank of the York
River, with the in-
tention of operating
agaivst the rebel
works on Gloucester
Point. All prepara-
{ions had been com-
pleted for an assault,
when suddenly the
news arrived on the
morning of May 4 that
the rebels had evac-
uated Yorktown. Gen. Franklin was at once
ordered to proceed with his command up
the York River to West Point, and arrived
at that place on the 6th, landing his com-
mand during the night.

Early next morning he came in contact
with the enemy, and after a serious engage-
ment, in which he lost 186 killed, wounded
and missing, sncceeded in repulsing the
attack made on him, This was the first im-
portant afluir in which the division was
engaged, and Gen. McCiellan in his official
report savs it “was highly creditable to
Gen. Frapklin aod his command.”

On the 16th the divisions of Franklin,
Smith and Porter had reached the White
House, and a permanent depot was estab-
lished at that place. Gen. McClellan here
organized, with the consent of the President,
the Fifth and Sixth Provisional Corps, the
Bixth consisting of the divisions of Franklin,
of the First, and W. F. Bmith, of the Fourth
Corps, and Gen, Wililiam B. Frauklin was
assingned to the ecommand.

The composition of the corps thus organ-
ized was as follows:

Brig<Gen. William B. Franklin com-
manding.

First Division—Brig-Gen. Henry W. Slo-
cum. First Brigade—Brig.-Gen. George W.
Taylor—1st,2d,3dand 4th N, J. Second Bri-
gade—Col. Joseph J. Bartlett—5th Me., 16th
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and 27th N, Y. and 96th Pa. Third Bri-
gade—15th, 3lst, 324 N. Y. and 95th Pa
Artillery —1st battery Mass.. Ist battery N.
J., and Battery D, 241 U. 8. Art.

Second Division—Brig.-Gen. William F,
Smith. First Brigade—Brig.-Gen. Winfield
8. Hancock—6th Me., 431 N. Y., 49th Pa.,
and 5th Wis. Second Brigade—Brig.-Gen. W,
T. H. Brooks—24, 34, 4th, 5th and 6th Vi,
Third Brigade—7th Me., 20th, 334, 49th and
77th N. Y. Artllery—Battery E 1st N. Y.,
1st and 34 N. Y. ind'p't batteries, and F, 5:h
U.8. Art. Cos. I and K of the 5th Pa. and
the 1st N. Y. Cav. were also attached to the
corps.

Bmith's (Second) Division wbile belong-
ing to the Fourth Corps participated in the
giege of Yorktown, loging 35 killed, 121
wounded and nine missing, and also in the
battle of Williamsburg on the 5th of May.

Gen. Franklin was a graduate of the U. 8.
Military Academy, promoted in the Army to
Brevet Sccond Lieutenant Topographical
Eugineers July 1, 1843; Secoud Lieutenant,
Bept. 21, 1846 ; First Lientenant, March 3,

1853, and Captain July 1, 1857. At the out-
break of the rebellion he was appointed
Colonel 12th Inf, May 14, 1861, and Briga-
dier-General May 17, 18¢], and Major-Gen-
eral of Volunieers July 4, 1862, He was in
command of a brigade in the first battle of
Ball Run, Va.,, July 21, 1861, and of his
division from its organization in Beplember,
1861, to the time of his ussignment to the
commaund of the Sixth Corps, in May, 1862,

He served in eommand of this corps during

the Pevinsular campaign, the Maryland and

Fredericksburg campaign from December,

1862, 1o Jan. 24, 1863, in command of the

Left Grand Division. Ife was awaiting

orders from Japoary, 1862, to June 27, 1863,

when assigned to duty in the Department of
the Gulf, and served in commsand of the
troops in and about Baton Rouge, La., from
July 28 to Aung. 15, 1%63, when he was
placed in command of the Nineteenth Corps.
He was wounded in the battle of Sabine
Crossroads, April 8, 1864. He re<igned his
commission in the army on March 15, 1866,
and is now a resident of Hartford, Conn.

At the battle of Gaines's Mills, June 27,
Slocum’s Division was sent to the left bank
of the Chickahominy to support Porter and
was hotly engaged with the enemy, losing
in this action alone over 2,000 men. On the
same day & part of Smith's Division had
quite a fierce engagement at Garnett’s, on
the Nine Mile road, across the Chickahominy,
the fighting being done by the reserve
artillery, After desperate fighting the
Union troops fell back, but Jackson, being
apprebensive of a rally, sent to Longstreet
for reinforcements. At abont dark French
and Meagher, of Richardson’s Division, ar-
rived on the field and restored the broken
Union line, which under the fire of its own
guns fell back to the bridges, which they
crossed that might. The 2d N. J., of Slo-
cum’s Division, continued on the field after
their comrades had retired and, finding
themselves surrounded, were obliged to sur-
render. The Jloss in guns and horses was
very heavy.

The line of retreat to the James was
across White Oak Swamp, and the passage
of the retreating army was exceedingly
difficnlt because of the enormous trains,
Keyes's Corps took the advance,and by noon
of the 28th had seized and occupied strong
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positions on the opposite side to cover the
passage of the troops. The train of 5000
wagons, with about 2,500 beef cattle, then
followed, all having to traverae the morass
by one narrow defile. Meanwhile Smith's
Division, of the Sixth Corps, with Sumner’s
and Heintzelman's Corps, remained on the
Richmond side of the White Oak Swamp in
a position which covered the roads from
Richmond and Savage Station, on the rail-
road.

On the morning of the 29th Lee’s columns
started in pursuit of the Union forces, his
intention being to intercept the retreat and
sweep down the south bank of the Chicka-
hominy.

On the same morning Sumner moved in
the direction of Savage Station, advancing
his position from Allen’s farm to that place,
and was there jeined by Smith’s Division, of
theSixth Corps. Upon this change of position
by Bumner, Gen, Heintzelman, who had
been directed to hold the Williamsbarg
road, fell back snd crossed White Oak
Swamp. This movement left no force to
oppose the Confederates, who were pushing
forward on the Williamsburg road, and
Sumner,not knowing of Heintzelman's retire-
ment, was surprised at finding the enemy on
his front at Savage Station. These cir-
cuomstances resulted in the battle of
Bavage Station, and was the second
sericus blow inflicted by the enemy upon
the retreating army. Somner withstood
the attack with great daring, during
which the artillery and wagons and ambu-
lances moved all day and night on their
way to the James, and during the night the
rear-guard also crossed White Oak Swamp.
Under orders from McClellan, Sumner was
forced to leave behind at Savage Station the
general hospital tent, with more than 2,000
sick and wounded. In this battle a portion of
Smith’s Division, of the Sixth Corps, took a
prominent part and sustained heavy losses,
The morning of the 30th found the whole
of the army across White Oak Swamp, and
a portion had already reached the James
River. The Confederate pursnit was con-
tinued, Jackeon with five divisions pressing
closely by way of White Oak SBwamp aund
Longstreet with an equal force by the roads
along the James River. The crossing by
Jackson of White Oak Bwamp would unite
the whole of Lee's army, and to prevent such
junction became a necessity to the Union
forces. This necessity brought on the bat-
tle of Glendale, or New Market Crossroads.
The bridge at White Oak Swamp baving
been destroyed, an attempt was made by
Jackson about noon of the 30th to pass by
the ordinary crossing, which was held by
Fraoklin with a portion of the Bixth Corps,
who poured into the head of the column such
asevere artillery fire as to cause an abandon-
ment of the attempt to effect a crossing,
This action insured the safety of the Union
army, and during the night the troops
quietly withdrew, and before Lee was able
to renew his attack the army, united, had
become strongly posted on Malvern Hights,
in Jine of eommunication with its new base
on the James River.

On the morning of July 1 the Confederate
columns resumed their march of pursuit,
and were soon again in contact with the
army, which at this time occupied a position
extending obliquely across the line of march
in front of Malvern Hill, and in front of this
position the army was concentrated for final
battle, Heavy forces of artillery and infan-
try were posted on Malvern Hill. Porter’s
Corps took position on the left; Couch’s
Division, of the S:xth Corps, was placed on
the right of Porter; next were Kearny and
Hocker; next Sedgwick and Richardson;
next Smith and Slecum, with their divisions .
of the Sixth Corps, and next was a part of

At about3 o’clock in the afternoon Couch’s
front was attacked by Anderson’s Brigade,
of Hill's Division, whie¢h, after a desperate
hand-to-hand conflict, was repnlsed with
considerable loss. About 6 o'clock in the
evening the Confederates made a fierce
charge upon the Union forces, but were re-
pulsed with heavy losses. The fiercest of
the attacks were made upon Porter +and
Couch, and to the skill and daring of the
Iatter, who came into command of the whole
left center, was due in large degree the suc-
cess in which the engagement resulted. The
engagement lasted until 9 o'clock, and re-
sulted in the complete repulse of theenemy,
with a loss to them of abont 5000 men.
This closed the Peninsular campaign, dur-
ing which the losses on the Union side were
more than 15.000;'011 the Confederate side
more than 19,000,

The following is a datailed statement of
the loss of the Sixth Corps:

Capt'r'd
or
miss'ng.

K'il'd. Wound‘d.l

l Enlisted men.
Enlisted men.
Enlisted men,

| Officers.

| Officers.

Slocum’s Division.
First Brigade.
M N, Josrseans sesevrss
BAN T o
TN 7 (.

| snzm

o
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Becond Brigade.
Bth Me......ccoresessonnss
J6th N. Y. caiccises

N. J. L., 1st Bat'y.....
2d U.S. Art.. Bat. D|..|....

O T U
Total First Divis'n.
W. F. Smith's Div.

First Brigad
6th Me..........

Second Brigade.
2d \:l

Third Brigade.
-yt | P SRRl

Artillery.
I NY.L, Bat. E..|..|......
N.Y: L., 1st Batt'y.|..
N. Y. L. 384 Batt'y.|, .
5th U. S. Art,, BalV'y
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Cavalry.
5th Pa., Cos. I1& H.|..

Total.....csssens
Unat'ch'd Cavalry.
1ot N. Y.ieesreornssronssl,

-:]...u-.u.:::.
75[ l,39tl-.”u}' 1.0911 2,878

Total Sixth (.70:;!;...l

*No loss reported.

On Aug. 3 Gen. McClellan was ordered by
telegram from the War Department to with-
draw his entire army from the Peninsula to
Aquia Creek, and there form a junction
with Pope. On Aug. 9 a severe engagement
took place near Cedar Mountain between
Banks’s Corps and a portion of Jackson’s
command, which occasioned apprehensions
as to the safety of Washington, and Gen.
McClellan then hurried his whole army to
Aquia Creek and Alexandria.

After the battle of Manassas, which re-
sulted in the defeat of the Union forces, the
army, under orders of Gen. Halleck, wason
Sept. 2 drawn within the lines of Washing-
ton, Between the 4th and 7th of September
the whole Confederate army crossed the Po-
tomac and encamped near thecity of Fred-
erick. When this fact became known Mc.
Clellan, who in the meantime had been re-
stored by the President to the command of
the Army of the Potomac, moved toward
that city. The advance was made hy five
parallel roads, the colnmns being so disposed
as to cover Washington and Baltimore,
The right wing was composed of the First
and Ninth Corps, the center of the Second
and Twelfth Corps, and the left wing of the
Sixth Corps, under Gen. Franklin, which at
this time embraced the divisions of Slocum,
Couch and W. F. Bmith. On the 12th of
September the advance forces of McClellan’s
army entered Frederick, where they had a
brisk skirmish with the rear-gnard of the
Confederate army, the main body having
passed ont twodays before, marching toward
Harper'’s Ferry. McClellan continued in
pursuit, and on reaching South Mountain,
on the morning of the 14th, a severe engage-
ment ensued which resulted in the defeat of
the Confederates, who sunstained a Jloss of
more than 3,000 men, of whom about 1,500
were prisoners. The loss on the Union side
was about 1,500 killed and wounded. Among
the killed was Gen. Reno, who commanded
the Ninth Corps. During this engagement
Frauklin was making heroie efforts to force
a passage at Crampton’s Pass. With Slo-
cum’s Division on the right and Smith’s on
the left Franklin advanced his line, drove
the Confederates from their position at the
base of the mountain, forced them to near
its summit, and finally carried the crest after
a desperate struggle of three hours, in which
several hundred prisoners, nearly a thousand
stand of arms, one piece of artillery and
three colors were captured. The total loss
of the Sixth Corps was between 500 and 600.

The victory of the Sixth Corps was a se-
vere blow to the Confederates, who regarded
the holding of Crampton’s Pass as of 8o much

Keyes's Corps extending almost to the river.

importance that General Cobb, who was sent

there with three brigades, was instructed to
hold the Pass even if he lost his last man
in doing it.

About noon on the 17th, while the battle
of Antietam was raging with great fury,
Franklin, with Slocum'’s and Smith’s Divis-
ions, arrived on the field, Couch’s Division
having been left behind to occupy Maryland
Hights. It had been the intention of Me-
Clellan to hold Franklin on the east side of
Antietam =0 a8 to be available for operation
on either flank or center as occasion might
require, but before he reached the field it
became necessary for him to rapidly cross
the creek to assist the right, which was con-
fronted with a strong opposing force. The
arrival of Franklin was exceedingly fortu-
nate, as Sumner had been repulsed om the
right, and the enemy was directing his at-
tacks npon the pertion of the line between
the right and center. Smith, without await-
ing orders, hastened to fill up the position
with a part of his division, and his third
brigade, under Col. Irwin, made an impetu-
ous charge which drove back the advance in
great disorder. It was the intention of
Franklin then to make @ strong assault
upon the enemy, and had already formed
the available portion of his corps for that
purpose, but the plan was abandoned by
reason of the intervention of Sumner, who
feared that should the attack result in re-
pulse the safety of the whole army would
be endangered.

By General Orders, No. 182, War Depart-
ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, dated Nov.
5, 1862, Gen. McClellan was relieved from
the command of the Army of the Potomac
and Gen. Burnside was assigned to the com-
mand of that army.

Upon assuming command of the army
Gen. Buornside formed the six corps of the
Army of the Potomac into three Grand Di-
visions of two corps each. The Right Grand
Division was placed unider command of Gen.
Sumner, and eonsisted of the Second Corps,
under Gen. Couch, and the Ninth Corps,
under Gen. Wilcox. The Center Grand Di-
vision was placed under command of Gen.
Hooker, and consisted of the Third Corps,
upder Gen. Stoneman, and the Fifth Corps,
under Gen. Butterfield. The Left Grand
Division was placed under command of Gen.
Franklin, and consisted of the First Corps,
under Gen, Reynolds, and the Sixth Corps,
under Gen. W. F. Smith,

On Nov. 15 Gen. Burngide commenced his
march from Warrenton to Fredericksburg,
thus putting into exeeution his project of
changing the line of operations. The line
of march was to be by the north bank of the
Rappahannock to Falmouth, at which point
the army was to cross to Fredericksburg by
means of "'a pontoon bridge, the boats for
which were to.be sent from Washington.
The plan was to construct five bridges;
three immediately opposite the city and
two a short distance below. Sumner’s and
Hooker’s Grand Divisions were to cross the
bridges opposite the city, and Franklin’s
Grand Division was to cross on the bridues
below. Before day on D:e, 11, everything
being in readiness, the construction of the
bridges began; but the artificers had hardly
got fairly to work when they were opened
upon by the enemy’s batteries and sharp-
shooters. By the next day the entire Right
Grand Division, under Sumner, had crossed
the Rappabannock, and Franklin had also

crossed several of the divisions of his com-
mand. The morning of the 13th found the

entire Confederate army in position at
Fredericksburg. After the battle of Fred-
ericksburg, which resulted in great disaster
to the Union army, the army was on the
night of Dee. 15, during a violent storm,
withdrawn to the north side of the Rappa-
hannock. The loss on the Union side was
12,321 killed,wonnded and missing, while the
Confederate loss was 5,309 killed, wounded
and missing,

On Jan. 25, 1863, Gen. Burnside was suc-
ceeded in command of the Army of the
Potomac by Gen. Joseph Hooker, whose rep-
ntation for dash and daring had gained for
him the sobriquet of “ Fighting Joe.” Gen.
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Hooker at once inangurated various meas-
ures of reform. He abplished the “Grand
Division ” organization, gave to the different
corps distinctive badges, etc., etc., and by
the close of April, 1863, the Army of the
Potomac had attained a high degree of
efficiency. It was divided into seven corps,
consisting of the First (Gen. Reynolds);
Becond (Gen. Conch); Third (Gen. Sickles);
Fifth (Gen. Meade); Sixth (Gen. Sedgwick);
Eleventh (Gen. Howard) ; and Twelfth (Gen.
Blocum).

On the night of Aprfl 28 the Fifth, Elev-
enth and Twelfth Corps crossed the Rappa-
bannock at Kelly’s Ford, and took up the
line of march toward Chancellorsville, which
point they reached in the afternoon of the
30th, after having waded across the Rapidan,
the water of which was in some places up
to the arm-pits,. On the same aflernoon
Couch succeeded in orossing the Rappahan-
nock and marched straight on to Chancel-
lorsville, to which point Gen. Hooker on the
same night removed his headquarters. So
quietly and successfully was the crossing of
the Rappahannock effected that Lee was not
aware of the movement until it had been
sccomplished. In the successful execution
of the movement great credit was awarded
Gen. Sedgwick for the a_ylful manner in

which he masked the flank march, for
which duty the First and Third Corps, in
addition to his own (Sixth) Corps, had been
placed under his command.

Thursday night found Hooker with his
four corps concentrated at Chancellorsville,
and the Confederate forces were rapidly
pushed toward that point to prevent Hooker
from seizing the Confederate communica-
tions with Richmond. On Friday morning,
May 1, Hooker advanced his columns toward
the open country beyond the Wilderness,
and by this movement he secured an ele-
vated position commanding Chancellors-
ville, thus uncovering Banks's Ford and
shortening by about 12 miles the communi-
cation between his force on the Chancellors-
ville line and the two corps near Fredericks-
burg under Sedgwick. Suddenly and un-
expectedly, however, the three columns
were ordered to withdraw back to Chancel-
lorsville.

The columns accordingly returned fo
Chancellorsville and were followed by Lee,
who rapidly pushed forward his columns.
On Friday night a line of battle was formed
extending about five miles from a short dis-
tance east of Chancellorsville. The Fifth
Corps formed the left, the Twelfth Corps
with one division of the Third the center,
and the Eieventh Corps the right—the other
divisions being held in reserve.
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About 3 o’clock in the afternoon of May 2
(Baturday) Sickles was ordered to advance
with two divisions and attack the ememy.

After advancing to the road om which
Jackson had moved he attacked the rear of
his column and captured a number of pris-
oners. Reinforcements were sent to him, and
Hooker's defensive line being thus weakened
was attacked by Jackson, and the whole
column was soon put to rout. Flushed by
this success Jackson began preparations to
press on 80 a8 to cut Hooker off from United
States Ford, and while returning from an
examination of the ground was, through
mistake, fired upon by his own troops and
mortally wounded.

On finding that the enemy had no inten-
tion of falling back, Hooker, on Saturday
morning, withdrew Reynolds’s Corps from
Bedgwick, leaving the latter only his own
corps. The Sixth Corps at this time num-
bered about 22,000 men. At a late hour on
Saturday night Sedgwick was ordered to im-
mediately move with the Sixth Corps to
seize and occupy Fredericksburg, gain the
road to Chancellorsville, and to reach that
point by daylight on Sunday morning. This
movement was at once begun, and while on
the way to Chancellorsville the Confederate
force was driven slowly back, and before
daylight on Bunday morning Sedgwick oc-
cupied Fredericksburg, and was joined by
Gibbon’s Division, of Couch’s Corps, which
had been holding Falmouth. Lee had left a
strong force for the defense of Fredericks-
burg, and Sedgwick at once formed his line
for an assault. Howe’s Division was posted
on the left of the line, and first attacked the
Confederate right in an attempt to turn the
hights. The effort was unsuccessful, and
Gibbon’s Division on the right of the line
then attempted to flank the Confederate po-
sition on the left, but was also unsuccessful.
An attack was then made in front, but this
likewise proved nnsuccessful. It was then
resolved to form an assaulting column and
storm Marye's Hights. The column was ac-
cordingly formed, and the line of battle ad-
vanced double guick, driving the enemy from
their works along the base of Marye's Hill.
Meanwhile the storming party had reached
the crest, carried the works and captured a
number of guns and several hundred prison-
ers.

The assanlt was executed with great gal-
lantry, involving a hand-to-hand contest on
the crest of the hill, and resulted in a loss
to the Bixth Corps of more than a thou-
sand men. While the BSixth Corps was
achieving this brilliant victory the crest be-
low Fredericksburg was carried by Howe’s
Division on the left, and a large mumber of
prisoners and several guns were captured.
This placed the whole ridge in Bedgwick’s
possession. Upon learning of the sucecessful
assaults of Sedgwick and Howe Gen. Lee
at once began to countermarch his ferces
from Chancellorsville towards Fredericks-
burg while at the same time Sedgwick was
marching from Fredericksburg toward Chan-
cellorsville. About 4 o’clock in the after-
noon the opposing columns met at Salem
Hights, the crest of which was already held
by a Confederate brigade under Wilcox.
‘While McLaws was about to form his bri-
gade to the right and left to support Wilcox,
Bedgwick threw forward two of his divisions
and after a desperate conflict gained the
crest. He was soon thereafter forced to
move back through the woods, but the ad-
vance of the enemy was checked by a steady
fire from the batteries under Ool. Tompkins.
The loss sustained by Sedgwick in the en-
gagement and in his assault at Fredericks-
burg Hights aggregated 5,000 men,

On Monday morning, May 4, the
Hights of Fredericksburg were retaken by
Gen. Early and Bedgwick was thus cat off
from communication with the latter place.
His situation at this time was serious, he
being covered by the enemy on three sidea.
The enemy was reinforced for the purpose of
forcing Sedgwick across the Rappahannock,
and about 6 o'clock in the afternoon the at-
tack began with great fury. Bedgwick, af-

ter a stubborn resistance, was forced hack

and under cover of night bhe withdrew bis
corps across the Rappahannock at Banks's
Ford.

The battle of Chancellorsville resnlted in
heavy losses to both sides; those of the Con-
federates aggregated between 10,000 and
11,000; those of the Union army between
17,000 and 18,000 in killed, wounded, and
missing. The Union army also lost 14 pieces
of artillery and 20,000 stand of arms. Their
killed and wonnded were left on the field.

On June 28 Gen. Hooker was, at his own
request, relieved from the command of the
Army of the Potomae, and Gen. George G.
Meade was appointed in his stead. At this
time the army was lying near Frederick,
while the Confederate forces had gone up
the Cumberland Valley, had already occupied
York and Carlisle, Pa.,, and threatened teo
cross the Sunsquehanna at Columbia and
Harrisburg.

By the morning of July 2 the entire Union
army, excepting the Sixth Corps, had reached
Gettysburg, as had also the whole of the
Confederate army, excepting a part of Long-
street’s Corps. Meanwhile Sedgwick was
pressing forward, but having been farthest
away—at Manchester, 38 miles distant—
when the orders to concentrate at Gettys-
burg were given, was necessarily the last to
reach that point.

‘When on the morning of July 5 it became
positively known that the Confederate forces
were in retreat, SBedgwick with the Sixth
Corps was sent in pursuit along the Fairfield
road, and in the evening of the same over-
took the rear of the Confederate column, bu$
before any attack was made Sedgwick was
recalled. After recrossing the Potomae, Lee
fell back into the Shenandoah Valley and
took position on the line of Opequan Creek,
being the same position which he occupied
after his retreat from Antietam.

By the latter part of July Lee had made
good his retreat, and had retired to the
vicinity of Culpeper. Following came &
considerable period of inactivity, and both
armies became materially reduced — the
Union army by the withdrawal of a large
force which was sent to South Carolina, and
by the withdrawal also of a large force which
was sent to New York to quell the draft
riots in that city; the Confederate force by
the withdrawal of Longstreet’s Corps, which
was sent to Tennessee to reinforce Gen.
Bragg, who was being closely pressed by
Rosecrans. Shortly thereafter the cavalry
force of the Union army was sent acroas the
Rappahannock, driving the enemy across
the Rapidan. The whole force soon followed
and occupied Culpeper and all the region
between the Rappabannock and Rapidan;
but before a plan of operations could be
formulated, it became necessary to withdraw
the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps and send
them to Tennessee, where reinforcements
were needed im consequence of Rosecrans’s
defeat at Chickamauga. Thus reduced, the
Army of the Potomac was forced to the de-
fensive. Early in October Lee resolved upon
an effort to force Meade back from the line
of the Rapidan. Accordingly, on the 9th,
Lee crossed the Rapidan, moved to Meade’s
right and attacked his advance posta on the
right at James City, driving them back te
Culpeper. Before day on the morning of
the 11th, Meade fell back across to Rappa-
bannock and blew up the bridge at Rappa~
hannock Btation. Learning that Lee had
halted at Culpeper, Meade in the after-
noon of the 12th countermarched the Second,
Fifth, and Sixth Corps to the south bank of
the Rappahannock with the view of con-
tinuing back to Culpeper to give battle to
Lee at that point. Lee, however, had taken
a different direction to that supposed, and
the morning of the 13th found both the op-
pasing forces on the north side of the Rappa-~
hannock. During that day Meade fell back
along the line of the Orange & Alexandria
Railroad, and Lee reached Warrenton. After
destroying the Orange & Alexandria Rail-
road from the vicinity of Bull Run te the
Rappahannock, Lee began a retrograde move-
ment and retired behind the Rappabhannock.

The Army of the Potomac was then ad-
vanced as far as Warrenton, and after repairs
to the railroad had been effected continned
(Nov. 7) the advance toward the Rappahan-
nock, with Gen. Sedgwick in command of
the right wing, consisting of the Fifth and
Sixth Corps, which was to cross the Rappa-
hannock at Rappahannock Station. The
passage of Sedgwick was rendered extremely
critical because of the occupancy by the
Confederates of a series of works on the
north bank of the river at Rappahannock
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Station, which some time before had been
built by Union troops. These works were
held by about 2,000 men. A little before a
storming party, consisting of two brigades
(Russell’s and Upton’s) of the Sixth Corps,
succeeded in ecarrying the works, capturing
about 1,600 prisoners, several guns, and
eight stand of colors. The loss of the Sixth
Corps was about 300 in killed and wounded.
. Toward the end of November planned a
movement against Mine Run, which was
begun before day on the morning of the 26th.
The Third and Sixth Corps were to cross the
Rapidan at Jacobs’s Mill Ford, march to
Robertson’s Tavern and there form a junec-
tion with the Second Corps. Owing to some
delay the passage of the river, which it was
intended should be, effected that day, was
not accomplished until the following morn-

(Continued on third page.)

ADML, GOLDSBOROUGH

A Sea Dog of the 014 and Best School,

ROUGH AND SMOOTH SIDE.

A Sailor Known
Water of the Globe.

—i

LIMITED WAR SERVICR

in Every

Herculean In Size and of Mag-
nificent Presence.

BY C. D. BRIGHAM, WASHINGTON, B &

F any man was ever
vith propriety aad
accuracy described ae
+ “Sea Dog” of the
sld and best sehool,
hat man was Rear-
Admiral Louis M,
roldsborough. Borm
in  Washingten in
1805, when the war
began he was In the
advanced line of act-
ora. To these with
whom he was at all
inclined to be familiae
he was not slow im
letting it be kmowm
that he was & Vir-
ginian in spirié and
blood, and in particu«
lar that he married the danghter of the dis-
tinguished William Wirt; that he carried
and consuited hourly the gold watch of rare
workmanship of that great man, and bad in
his possession his gold-headed csne. By
listening to these few particulars with be-
coming attention one could not fail of estabe
lishing good relations with the old Commo=
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ADMIRAL GOLDSBOROUGE.

dore. He was a gentleman as well as a safles
of the old school. When the war came on
he had sailed over all seas, visited all couns
tries that a ship eonld approach, spoke a9
many languages as were needed ia making
himself understood, besides carrying our
flag wherever and whenever it was thoughé
it would be of any use to do it. The Sand-
wich Islands he visited when
THE PEOPLE WEER YET CANNIBALS

and uncivilized, and he had seen them
emerge from the lowest state to one of inde
pendence and civilization, with importand
relations with the United States. With the
South Seas and the frozen ocean he had had
a similar experience. They wers among the
things of which he was accustomed to spealks
with pride; but never so much ss the fach
shat he knew the Czars of Russia, as he had
visited St. Petersburg from time $o #ime
through all these years. It waa for reasouns
of this character that when the rebellion
was ended he was ordered abroad with two
of our best ships to show to the Nations our
flag and renew the old scquaintances. He
was quite the one to send abroad at that
precise moment to show to the Nations of
the earth which, with varying wishes, bad
watched our life-and-death struggle and
assure them that the American eagle wore
its usual plumage and high head and wag
again ready for whatever it was found neces-
sary er patriotic to do at home and abroad.
For this sort of thing the Commodore, I say,
was so well adapted that his twe yearn’
eruise immediately after the war was 8
happy—indeed, it was s natural—thought.
This is somewhat reversing things in the
narrative of the old Commodore’s connec~
tion with the war, which was not extensive
or vitally important, though whatever was
set down for him to do he did well. Physi-
eally Admiral Goldsborough was » large
man, his hight being at least six feet two,
and his weight probably 250.

HE HAD A ROUGH AND A SMOOTH SIDE
This can be said with positiveness, but inside
of a!ll he had as warm » heart a8 sny mam
ever had. His part in the war was principally
In eonnection with the Burnside expeditiom
{ato the North Carolina Sounds through Hat-
teras Inlet. It was an assimilated command of
the army and mavy, and it is to the eredit of
both Burmside and Goldsborough shat they
worked together in the sccomplishment of
its important objects under circumstances of
many and protracted difficulties. BSo true
s gentleman and gallant an officer as Burnside
eould hardly fail of maintaining under the
most trying circumstances good relations with
one also possessing these qualities to so high &
degree as the Senior Commodore of the Amer-
ican Navy, and who was first to become Admiral
under the new order of things in 1362, From
the beginniug to the close of the war he
commanded the North Atlantic blockade squade
ron, with headquarters at Fortress Monros
There was not a great deal of fighting to be
done, but vigilance of a high order to keep up.
The naval fleet in connection with the Burn-
side expedition under Goldsborough’s command

was a formidable one in point of the number of




