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Tur Fity-third Congress has begun its |

work. The Lord help us!

LET us bave an examination of 1,000 con- |
secutive c.scs, and stand or fall by the re-
sult.

Gov. HosweLn P. Frower, whose good
pense we have frequently had to commend,
thinks that his party will make the most by
Jetting the taniff severely alone. i

|
|

——— e e e

Tue scldier-bating papers have been
elamoring vociferously for an investigation
of the pension roll, but now they don't want

it. They ure alraid of the facts.

TEE President’s Message wis received at |
%00 late an hour before going to press to |
allow its being reviewed editorially, That

will be resei1ved for next week,
s
AGAIN we urge all Free Silver men fo
prove their fiith by their works, and insist
on silver, or least silver certificates, beingi
paid them in every transaction in which
they receive money.

-

Sexaroe Tuvrere, of Indiana, to whom
the velerins are indebted for many acts of |
slead{ast (riendship, bas been suffering from
Prosization due to overwork, but is now re-
Qovering rapidly.

TaiyE of the wrong that has been done
& man like Justice Long. He served his |
eountry faithfully, at fearful cost to himself,

and his s'andivg as a lawyer and a citizen
#5 best attested by his elevation to the
Bupremec Beuch of the great State of Michi-

| amined.

| covered in that way.

| Town, show local frauds of large extent,

' thorized by any law,
! therefore constituted of the ablest and most X e~

THE LETTER OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF PENSIONS.

Herewith we give the letter of the Com-
missioner of ensions in response to our re-
quest that he examine 500 consecutive
cases allowed by Commissioner Black and a
like number allowed by Commissioner Raum,

for the purpose of comparison and also for

| the purpose of allowing the country to know

from the records whether or not the charges
of frand in the pension rolls, so widely made,
are or are not true:

DEPARTMEST OF INTERIOR, l
Bureau or PENSIONS,
WASHIRGTON.
OFFICE oF THE COMMISSIONER, Aug.
Epitor NATioSAL TRIBUNE.

Sir- I have not complied with your repeated
request that T shounid eanse a test to be made 1o
ghow the number of frnudulent pensions, by having
1.000 cases drawn from the Admitted Files, and ex-
I have not done this for several reasons:
1. Fraudulent cases, if auy exist, cannol be dis-
A fraundualent pension must
ordinarily have been obtained upon false or forged
testimony. On the fuce of the papers such & case
would probably appear to be well establislied and
incontestable.

2. No one whose opinion is enlitled to any con-
sideration bas, as | think, had the hardiliood to
clnim thet the great manss of adjudicated pension

1, 1008, |

| enses is permented with frand, open and p'ain on

the papers, so that the examiontion of 1,000 cases
would diselose an instance. And ], certainly, have
fiur too high au opinion of my old comrades to be-
lieve that any large nuwber of them are gooun-
drels, who have spught and oblained pensions dis-
bonestly, Especially, I believe that the pensions
granled to soldiers who did aetual service in the
field, on account of disubilities of serviee origin,
are usually bonest and well deserved. No doubt
rests on this elass of cases, and no examination of
them are being made, execept where evidence is
received tending te show that some particular
ease is fraudulent or has been improperly decided.
Even mimong the Twelve Aposties there wnos one
who was unworthy, and among the brave and
true soldiers of the Union army it cannot be denied
that there were a few bounty-jumpers and men
who were of no eredit to us and of littie deserving,
and who bave been perbaps among the most eager

| for a place on the pension-roll at a high rating.

The investigations ss 1o the work of dishonest
pension attorneys at Norfollk, New Mexico, and
But
it would be fur from fair to ceuclude from such
cases that pension attorneys are generally nunseru-
pulousor dishouest. | think, on the contrary, they
are ordinarily honest, painstaking. and careful ns
other business men. A ease of alleged fraud is
brought 1o the notice of the Bureau by informa-
tion from socwme source. 1f the information is in-
definite, or appears lo be prompted by malice, it is
disregarded. I it seem to be Lrustworthy Lthe case
is investizaled, the pension boing suspended during
the investigation, according Lo the unifarm practice
of the Bureau from the beginning. If the pension
is improper it should not be paid; if not shown to
be improper the suspended pension is all paid, and
the suspension enlists the active eo-operation of the
pensioner in furnishing evidence snd reaching a
apesdy result,

3. The examinatien of the June 27, 1890, cases ls
made, uot because of any fraud on the part of
the claimnanis, bot becanse it was discovered that
this Bureau had, by the adoption of an erroneous
rule for adjudication, allowed many peunsions not
autborized by law. Under prior laws peunsions
were only granled oun account of disabilities of
serviee origin, And the acis of Congress had in
many cases fixed speeifie rates of pension for desig-
nated injuries or disabilities, and provided gen-
erally that for luferior disabilities of permanent
cliaracter, proportionate ratings should be allowed ;
nod under this general provision the Commissioner,
with the approval of the Secretary, hiad fixed
schedule rates for such inferlor disabilitiea of service
origin.

Ae [ said before, all pensians granted under Lhese
former laws are presumed to have been properly
grunted, and they are nol being examined excepl on

| information showing fraud in some pariicular case,

as has always beenw the practice, But the act of June
27, 1990, granted pensions (o persons who had served
S daysor more, if suffering from a mentsl or pliysi-
el disability of a permanent character,not the result
of their own viscious habiis, incapacitating them
from the perfermance of maunal labor in such a
degree as o render tbem unable to earn & support .
puch pensions not Lo exceed §12 nor be less than
£6 per month, proportioned tothe disability to earn
a support by manusl labor., Under thisact the dis-
ability need not be of service origin; hut to be
pensionnble st ull the disability must ioeapacitate
the person from mounual labor, so'as Lo render him
unable to enrn a rupport. Specific dissbl., les, as
such, were not pensionable at sall ander that anet,
nor entitled Lo consideration except as they might
affect the capacity to perform mannal labor. But
by Order 164, issued Oct, 15, 1590, the Commis-
sloner, with the approvsl of the Assistant Secre-
tary, direcled thal specific disabilities should be
rated uunder this aet, the same as they wouid have
been rated uader prior laws Lad Lhe disabilities
been of service origin, up Lo §12 per month,

The effect of this order was shown in the Ben-
nelt case, which ealled atlention to it. There the
claimant, applying under this act of June 27, 1590,
was allowed a pension of §12 per month for slight
deniness not of service origin, and which mani-
festly would scarcely interfere with Lis eapacity to
prerform manual laber. Oa ioquiry the Medieal
Referee reported Lhat, acting under this Order 164,
the capacity of the claimant, under the aect of June
27, 1940, to perform manual labor was wol consid-
ered in adjudicating the claim, It was clear, Lthere-
fore, that under that order the law was disregurd-
ed, with the necessary 1esult of granting some
pensions, like that to Bennett, which were not nu-
A Board of Revision was

rienced men In the Bureau, to re-examine these
cases and eull out such as had no legnl basis Lo rest
upon; and wilh instructions to interfere wilh no

| onse where, by the most liberal eonstruciion, a

gan. Ye! despite his services and his irre- |
proachable life, hie is suddenly put on the |
public pillory as a defrander, and, contrary |
%0 one of the dearest principles of Ameri- |
ceanism, ix compelled 1o assume the burden

of provicg Lis own innoceuce,

—_———

Comuaves everywhere will be glad to |
learn thai Hepreseutative J. Logan Chip- |
man's covdition has passed the critical stage,
and there is every hope of his complete re- |
covery.

has
always biea one of the very s.tm:ches;t1
friends of the veteran on the Democratic
gide of the liouse. He has never wavered |
in any crisis, and at one eritical period last
year bad but one other Northern Democrat
to belp him iv (ke gallant fight he made
for veterans’ rights,

——

L+ presentative  Chipman

[

Ture ordess in the Pepsion Burean were
to begin the work of actually striking pen-
sioners from the rolls yesterday. The first
Botices of saspension were sent cut June 9,
and these allowed the pensioner 60 days io
whick 10 make his proof that he was enti-
tled 10 remain on the rolls
pived Aug 9. The Pension Burcau does not,
bowever, expect to do any considerable
amount of striking off until after Sept. 1.
The tolal number of suspended cases up to
Jast Saturday was 5 202,

EE——

The time ex-

Fears of bostile tariff legislation caused
the shuiting down of 700000 spindles in
Fall River, Mass, last Satarday. This
throws 7000 people out of work and stups
$65,000 a week in wages. The weekly pro-
duction of cotton cloth in Providenee, R. 1,
was redoced oue-half on the same day,

>—

THE BEST WAY
7o
:
:

get ready for the great fizht for soldiers’

ighis is 1o et up big clubs for the veterans’
picn, Tueg Natwexal TuinuoNe

L

right to the pgasion could be made to appenr, and
in other cases where Lhe pension could not be sus-
tained under mny law, to give the Gl-day notice,
nccording o the previous practice, within which -
the pensioner may furnish additioaal evidence and
show himsel! entitied,

It is cliearly e duly of every official having
charge of the adminisiration of the pension laws
to enforce those laws fairly, and to stop such pen-
sionn as clearly appear Lo have been granted with-
This is all that is being
done here. No one dispules Lhe correctness of the
deeision of the Benncit cnse. It now appears that

outl authority of any law,

| Asslsianl Secretnry Dussey, in January last, ren-

dered a decision in the case of Henry H. Weike,
apuouncing precisely the same iunterpreintion of
the act of June 27, 1500, and condemning Lthe cone
gtruciion given by the Buresu to Order 164, ns con-
trury Lo his understanding when he approved that
Order, and as contrary Lo law,

My o!d eomrades may feel sure of receiving
everything to which the law—monst libernlly con-
sirucd—entitles them. Partisan leaders may try
to srouse feeling for partisan ends, Hul the exe-
cution of the law upon the econstruction given it
Ly the heads of the same Department of opposite
politics, which construction is sdwitied by every-
body 1o be correct, hins no politieal chinrncier; and
1 do wol hesitale to commit the work of the Board
of Revislon, whose ability filted them for il, though
eost of thews, with their Chief, nre Republiesus.

day from the cases examiued, such cases as Lhey

decin uniawinlly allowed, I that was the class of
I cascs you wished drawn and examined, the work
| i= done every day by this Board. Noue of the pen-
siuns in these are suspended until aller condem-
nation by this Board, It is expecled that in very
wany of such oases the pensioners will be able to

produce testimony showing them entitied to pen-
| stous under the law, in which case the suspeusions
will be removed,

1 Liave perliaps written more than 1 ought, but
my cowrades who read your paper are lsterested
in understanding this matter rightly and as it is,
The man geucrally misrepresented is the Secre-
tary, who Las in fact always been more cousiderate
| and liberal townrds pensioners than any of his
| subordinates, mysell lucluded,
! Yours, very truly,

l
l They are sble and fuir men, und select from day to
|
|

Wi Locnpes.

| We do not doubt that the Commissioner

is sincere in his avowals of friendship for the
| soldier and bis purpose 1o see that the law,
| as it exists, shall be faithfully ad ministered.
! He was one of them. His record as such
l is bighly creditable. He saw what they en-
dured, what they sufiered, and he appreci-

Buot we
submit that to do them justice it is not
cuough to administer the peasion laws uuder

| ates the value of their services,

]

existing circumstances. There is another
dnty be owes to his old comrades-in-arms,
and that is to protect them against the
charge that what they receive as pensions is
throngh frand.

Now, it cannot be possible that the Com-
missioner does not know that the couniry
at large has becn made fo believe that the
pension rolls are made up largely of cases
that are fraudulent. The pensioners are
entitled to have the country know that they
are not a mob of scoundrels, and it is not
sufficient for the Commissioner to say that
he “does not believe that any large number
of them are scoundrels who have sought
and obtained pensions dishonestly.” The
country has been made to suspect or believe
that they are sconndrels, and that they did
obtain their pensions dishouestly, We de-
sire that that suspicion or belief shall be
removed if it has no foundation to rest upon,
and that it shall be verified by the records
We want this in-
formation freed from any taint of partisan-
ship or political consideration, and hence
we have asked and again ask that the test
of the records shall be applied in two Ad-
ministrailons—the Democratic under Com-

if it has any foundation.

missioner Black, and the Republican under
Commissioner Raum. Let these records
speak the fuets; these facts will be more
satisfying to the countfry than what the
Commissioner “ thinks.”

But while we believe that he had every de-
sire to meet the proposition squarely, yet,
cariously enough, he has complelely missed
the leading reasons for such an investigation,

The one burning gquestion before the
American publie is:

Do the men and women on the pension-roll
deserve, as a rule, to be there, and af the rales
they are allowed, or do they not ?

If they deserve to he there, then the ag-
gregate amount paid them is not in question.
No sam is too large to pay if it is owed
thewm; and no amount is too small if not
owed.

The friends of the veterans say that they
do so deserve, and the Commissioner ex-
presses his entire agreement with this view,

Anti-pension writers and speakers say
that they do not, as a rule, deserve what
they are getting, and so the issue is joined.

Unsupported by any official facts, the Com-
missioner’s favorable opinion goes no fur-
ther than that of any other friendly-dis-

posed person. _
The gravamen of the anti-pension press’s

charges against the pension rule is set forth '

in the following specific nceusations, con-
stantly reiterated throughout the country:

1. That the large proportion of the pen-
sioners are men who rendered the country
very little service, serving generally but
short terms,

2. That they received but little injury in
consequence of their service,

3. That in entirely too many instances
pensions were allowed on slight and insufli-
cient evidence.

4. That evidence of all kinds has been
entirely too easily secared from kindly-
disposed or corrupt witnesses.

5. That a large percentage of the pension-
ers are deserters, bounty-jumpers and simi-
Jar disreputable characters, who did not
receive honorable discharges and who dare
not allow their names to be published for
the scratiny of their old comrades and pres-
ent neighbors.

6. That io at least a moiely of cases the
allowances made are extravagantly in excess
of the disabilities incurred.

That thisis a fair statement of the case that
has been vehemently made against the pen-
sioners for years by more than balf the press
of the country, we call upon every weil-in-
formed man to witness,

It is to meet this assault fully and fairly
with a comprehensive official statement, that
we have urged the investigation.

We believe that the publication of the
exact facts concerning 1,000 sample cases—
taken consecutively—will eatisfy the public
mind as to the character of the whole mass,
We have asked there should be given of each
claim in the 1,000—more or less—tuken :

1. The number of the claim. This is to
show that they are taken in regular order,
80 as to make a fair presentation,

2. The name and address of the claimant.
This is to identify him among his neigh-
bors and acquaintances,

3. Hiscompany and regiment. This is to
identify him with his associates of the war,
and receive the benefit of their knowledge
of his services.

4. Dutes of enlistment and discharge.
These will show length of service, and at
what period of the war he entered the serv-
ice. .

5. Has he an honorable discharge ?
course he has, or he would not be on the
peusion roll, but it will be well to repeat the
fact each time,

6. When was the original claim filed, and
when allowed ? These dates will show how
long the claimant was kept waiting, and in-
cidentally some ideaof the eare the Pension
lureau took in investigating the claim, asit
is not to be presumed that ils immense
clerical force was idle during the years that
the claim was pending.

7. How many times was he officially ex-
amined by Government Suargeons? This
will also give an idea of the care of the
Bureau in 1ovestigating the claim, and the
right of the claimant to his allowance.

8. What degree of disability was found at
each examivation? As each pensioner was,
as a rule, subjected to repeated examina-
tions, the concurrent testimony of several
Dourds will be a valuable indication.

9. What amount of pension was allowed
him? It will be interesting to compare
this with the opinions of the Boards as to
what he shounld have,

10. What essential facts conunected with
his military service are shown by the records
in the War Depaciment? These may have

Of

an important bearing in. dgtermining the
justness of the claim.

11. By whose sworn., testimony was his
claim established, and what is his reputation
and theirs for troth and veracity? This is
a matter that the Burean bas investigated
carefully, and it will be easy to give the re-
sults,

2. The present Commissioner’s opinion
as to the justness of the allowance. If ad-
verse, his reasons why it was wrong. This
will bring the general approval which Com-
missioner Lochren has expressed in the
above letter downglp specific expressions on
each case, and enable us to understand just
how far he approves or disapproves of the
pension system.

We strongly believe that such a statement
as this is necessary to be made, in order to
satisfy the public as to the character of the
payments which take up peariy one-half of
If it make such a
showing as we feel confident that it will,
the people will be entirely satisfied to have
that amount of their money, and even much
more, expended in that direction.

We repeat, that this is a matter which far
transcends the boundary of legal techni-

the public expenditures,

calities, to which Judge Lochren seems to
want to confine it, and enters into the broad
domain of justice and equity.

We thiuk that he will see this clearly,
and make the investigation desired.

We know already from his letter what the
Commisgioner believes, for he says: “1 be-
lieve that the pensions granted to soldiers
who did actual service in the field on ac-
count of disabilities of service origin are
usually honest and well deserved.”

We respectfully ask the Commissioner to
verify this belicf, and set the public mind
at rest on this point and silence the press
and politicians of every party.

It is gratifyicg to know from the Commis-
gioner's letter that the examination of cases
under the act of Jane 27, 1390, is “not be-
cause of any fraud on the part of the claimant,
but because the Bureau had adopled an erro-
neous rule for adjudication.”

That relieves the claimants under act of
June 27, 1890, from the widely-believed
charge of fraud.

But we take issue with the Commissioner
in his assertion that there was. an erroneous
rule of adjadication adopted, and while
it is present  purpose  to
canter at any lengih! inlo a discussion of
that subject, we premise 'what we have
now to sy by stating that it by no means
meets the case to assert that the Bareau is
following an interpretation of the law made
by Gen. Bussey, That interpretation wasa
very late discovery of Gen, Bussey. Hehad
given a different interpretafion to that same

not our

law, and had under that interpretation seen
it administered te the extent of issuing over
400,000 pension certificates, running through
a period of over threé years. Then he re-
ceived this new light (juat before leaving
his office), and this new interpretation is
cited as authority t> show that his first in-
terpretation was wrong. Gen. Dussey hav-
ing decided both ways, his opinion is not
high anthority, but if it is authoerity, which
wuy ?

So the guestion may b2 relieved of Gen.
Bussey as an authority, and is open to dis-
cassion on the general principles involved,
not only with reference to the true interpre-
tation of the act, but also with reference to
what is to be done in respect of cases already
allowed.

The former (viz., the proper interpretation
of the acl) will be the subject of future con-
sideration; we only here invite attention to
the fact that the Commissioner lays stress
upon the fact that the pensioner is required
to show disability to earn support by * man-
val labor” as a requisite to the allowance of
a pension under that act, and that this
provision has been ignored or misinter-
preted, and he cites as an illustration the
Bennett case.

This act, like every other, is to have a
The intent of
Congress is to be ascertained in the light of
The condilions were
that there were thousands of deserving sol-
diers who, by reason of the death of officers,
comrades, etc., were unable to make the
procfs required, and to meet just such cases
the act of 1890 was created.

The act authorized pensions rating from
$6 to $12 per month, thus by its very terms
recognizing that total disability to earn a

reasonable interpretation.

existing conditions.

support by manual laber was not required,
but, on the contrary, that the pensions
could range from $6 to $12, aecording to the
degree of disability to perform manual labor,

Bennett’s infirmity was in his hearing, and
the principle that seems to be contended for
is that defective hearing would not disable
from performing manual labor; and yet
under the instructionw of the Medical Ref-
eree of June 12, le‘).'}, issued, of course,
with the approval of Commissioner Lochren,
total deatuess of both ears is rated at $12
under this new law. Now, a man who is
totaliy deaf in both ears ean hoe as many
potatoes or chop as much wood as a man
who is partially deaf. What is manual
labor? Is this fo be taken to mean split-
ting rails, chopping .wood, working as a
farmer or blacksmith, and Kindred employ-
ments?  Or does it embrace the many other
employments not merely intellectual in
which mankind are engaged ?

A man may be a t"elegmph operator, re-
quiring acute hearing. Is he to be told that
as he can chop wood or dig potatoes he is
excluded? Or he may be intellectually as
good as he ever was, even capable of serving
his State well us a Judge in its highest court;
an arm off, a bullet-hole through his body
that Le can't dress, and that must be dressed
two or three times a day. Ishe tobe cut off?
Such interpretations as exclude these is
sticking in the bark, and will not reflect any
credit upon anyone who makes them or sus-
tains them, and wiil nol be tolerated. And

there is another matter of the interpretation
of this act that will not stand the test of ex-
amination. We allude to that which limits
the rating to a single disability, although the
claimant may have a half dozen, For exam-
ple, suppose the rating is made according to
acertain standard—that is, suppose the max-
imum is 18, the loss of a finger at that stand-
ard at 2, the loss of a toe at 2, the partial loss of
hearing in one ear at 2, and suppose that one
claimant has all three of these disabilities.
Each one of them isa hindrance, and hisactual
disability is measured by all three, and
whoever directs that in effect only one shall
be regarded, or that the three shall be taken
as one, and that the soldier shall be rated
as though he had but one of them, cannot
pose as a friend of the soldier, and such in-
terpretation, by whomsoever made, will in-
dicate a purpose to evade as far as possible
the execution of this law according to its
spirit.

The next question is, Is the course being
pursued of suspending the payment of pen-
gions pending investigations a just one to
These elaimants have fur-
They bave
been subjected to examimation by Govern-
ment medical experts, and they have been
adjudged entitled.

They have been subjected to no littie
trouble and expense in procuring this judg-
ment.

Now comes along a new order of things.
They are suspected of having had an allow-
ance to which they are not entitled, und pay-
ment is stopped, and the claimant is re-
quired to prove bis case over again within
60 days. (Yesterday extended for a further
period of 60 days.) The burthen, including
the expense, is cast upon him of proving the
integrity of the allowance, instead of being
placed upon the Government, where upon
obvious principles it should rest. If he can
now furnish the proof required within the
time limited, how Jong will the Bnrean be
occupied in cousidering it after it is fur-
nished? Thousands will be dead before the
suspension is removed.

the pensioner ?
nished the evidence required.

The prineiple applied here is a revival of
the code of Rhadamanthus (Judge of Hell)
—that punished first and tried afterward.

The fuct is (and pensioners may as well
awake to it) that there is a systematic effort
being made to discredit pensioners and avoid
recognition of the vbligation of the country
to the soldiers, and no sepecious words or
loud pretensions can disguise it.

The Commissioner says:

The man generally misrepresented is the Secre-
tary, who has in fact al ways been more eonsiderate
nnd liberal towards pensioners than any of his sub-
ordinates, myself included,

If this be se, it is marvelous how well the
Secretary has succeeded in concealing his
real feelings, He must be subjecting his
warm impulses to constant crucifixion, for
we have read carefully every order and
other direction concerning pensions that has
been allowed to appear in the public prints,
and as yet have not found a single expres-
sion which was not in the direction of cur-
tailment of pensions, and of throwing
obstacles in the way of their procurement.

The great length to which this article has
drawn out admonishes us to stop, with
much unsaid. We shall resume considera-
tion of the letter in another issue.

THE FINANCIAL SITUATION.

Oa the whole, last week was a marked
improvement, in a business way, over the
one that preceded it, in spite of the fact that
dread of injurious tariff legislation caused a
general shutting down of factories all over
the country, with an aggregate stoppage of
tens of millions of dollars in wages.

No important failures were reporled, and
but few runs on banks, most of which were
successfully met. The gold in the United
States Treasury increased until it was $2.-
500,000 above the regulation reserve of
$100,000,000. News came of shipments of
about $12,000,000 of foreign gold teo this
country. A strong upward movement took
place in New York stocks, and nearly ali the
disastrous fall of the week before was re-
covered. It was discovered that the crash
bad been occasioned by Chicago speculators,
who bad been badly pinched by their wheat
and pork operations, having to throw their
stocks on the market at whatever price they
could get for them. The holders of stocks
elsewhere generally stood firm, and there
was a quiet but geperal grabbing up of
thesacrificed shares,

Wheat, eorn, oals, continued unwarrant-
ably depressed, owing to the utter coilapse
of the great clique of large operators in
them ; but in spite of this, and the un-
friendly attitude of Chicago banks toward
all produce deals, the market responded
more fo the szituation, and prices became
notably higher and firmer.

The best news eomes from the corn crop,
which is abundant over a large stretch of
country. As every bushel of it will be
needed—either at home or abroad—this
means a vast amount of ready money for
the growers, for the pork and cattle-raisers,
for the railroads which carry it, and for the
merchants, The President of the Atchin-
son, Santa Fe & Topeka Railroad reports
that the prospect is better than ever before
known in the history of the road, and
equally good reports are received from the
Chicago, DBurlington & Quincy and other
roads,

If Congress will only act with patriotic
promptoess and wisdom, so as to dispel all
fear of disastrouns legislation, the recovery of
business activity will be steady and solid.

.

ToE way a mad dog recently dispersed a
crowd in New York suggests that this would
be an effective method for the police to use
in bandling mobs. Mad dogs might be kept
in cages ready for an emergency, or, just as
well, a few worthless curs might be fed on
soap for a few minutes, and then started
toward the mob with the cry of “mad dog.”

FOR COMMANDER-IN.CHIEF.

The pension-hating Boston Herald volun-
teers some advice to the comrades;

It strikkes us that the Grand Army of Lthe Repub-
lie neads a oan for its Commander in the coming
¥ear of cool bhead, calm judgment, and with s Na-
tional reputation that gives him general publio
confldence. This is not at all the time for choosing
a lowd-mouthed partisan to thal pesition., A Come-
mander with the eharacteristics above Jdescribed
would be an important ald in meeting the subject
of pension reform in the proper spirit,
wishes to seo the G A K. divided, and stiil less is
it desirable that it B  ,me identified with partisan
politics in the country.

No ouna

The Herald may possess iis soul in peace.
The next Commander-in-Chief will be a man
entirely fitted for the position. There are
several such in the field, and the National
Encampment will not go astray whichever
it selects.

TaE Treasury Department reports the
following amounts of the various kinds of
currency in circulation July 1, 1893:

GOld QOMN..ccsinsesscvmsissinnssinmsnsnsicee $H08.653.700 00
Siandard silver dollars. cceeneenenenn 57.020.743 00
Subsidiary silver. ...ccoemee versces veee 65,400,256 00

Gold certifieates...........ccoiivennviinnna
Silver cortificates........coccovmmnivrnnnne

92,970,019 00
326,480,165 00

Treasury notes, net of July 14, 1590, 140 681 694 0
United Stales nolef....coennrrsveenssone 320,575,683 00
Currency certificates, nct of June

53 ¢ PSR 11,955 000 00

National bauk notes ... on i 174,731,139 00

TOtBLa siviivsinnmissmmssansisnmminssinces $1.008,726, 411 00

The population of the Unpited States is
estimated on the same date at 66,946,000,
which would make the per capita circulation
$23.56.

If each subseriber to THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE will charge himself with getting
one new subseriber the circulation of the paper
will be doubled at once, and with liltle trouble.

Let each subscriber try it.
_= g

PERSONAL.

Mre. Nellie Grant Sartoris arrived in New York
last week, and it is siid that she wiil make her
home in this countiry herealter.

Col, L. T. Michener denies that he is booming
Harrison for rencmination in 189. He says:
" Gen. Harrison's friends all know that his renomi-
nation could only eome through econditions which
may not exist that year, It would be sheer noun-
sense to expect Lo bring it about by any organiza-
tion made at this time."”

Joseph P. Clark, an old Union soldier of Balti-
more, Md., has astonished the members of hia
Grand Army Post and other friends by surrender-
ing his pension of §12 a month to the Government,
soitlis reported, His disability was in the leg. He
had been affected sincethe war, A perilous surgi-
cal operation u week ago removed the trouble, and
Mr. Clark sent a letter to the Commissioner of Pen-
sions returning his vouchers and declining to ac-
cept auy more money from the Government.

Anron T. Bliss, a well-known resident of Michi-
gan, has recently presented to the tewn of Peter-
boro, N. Y., a handsome granile monument com-
memorative of his soldier comrades, The gift was
gratefuliy accepled by the patriotic citizens of the
own, and the monument unvalled and dedicated
on Independence Day, The donator lives at
Baginaw, Mich., but ia & nalive of New York, and
served in the 10th N. Y. Cav., reaching the rank of
Captuin, He served six months in the different
prison-pens of the South, and managed to escape
from Columbia and reach the Union lines afler 18
days' work. He migrated to Michigan in 1865, and
has ever since been engaged in large lumber in-
terests, He wus elected a Representative to Lthe
Sist Congress from his district.

Mrs. Harriet Beechier Stowe, the celebrated
author of " Uncle Tom's Cabin,” has passed ber
Blst birthday. Nolably active of body for her years,
she is ever on fool, and her bent, slight figure, with
its white hair crowning the dark, wrinkled face, is
8 familiar sight to the people, She wandersin and
out the paths and gathers consalation from sun and
shade and wind, She has the freedom of the fields,
and the Lirds and the flowers know her. The love
she shows for all growing and lonesome things no
doubt helps to keep her out under the sky and bas
preserved ber in remarkable bodily vigor.

A very pleasant Reunion recently occurred in Chi-
cago, the happy partica being Comrades Willlam
Gannon, of Hartland, Mich. ; John A. Sunday, of
Hamburg, and Robert Commons, of Chicago. Sept,
11, 18G4, these threo men escaped together from An-
dersonville, and after traveling for nine days, or
rather nights, they reached the Union lines 12
miles south of Atlanta. The success of Lheir eseape
they attribute to m blunder. In leaving the prison
they followed a littie stream for several hours,
only to find that it brought them back Lo the origi-
nal starting-place. But it was a fortunate error, as
the hounds, which were put in chase immediately
on the discovery of escape, did not track them, as
this roundabout eireuit was, or did prove, toomuch
for the dogs. Mr. Gannon sald that Comrade Com-
mons was nearly played out in making the eseape,
having five gangrene sores on his legs and feet,
“ We could not leave him behind, or would not, so
wa made bandages of our shirts to protect Mr.
Commons's feel, us we all were barefooted, 1L was
difficult to get anything to eat. By ealing berries
and green corn we pulled through. One colored
man gave us some flour. We undertook to make
a fre, but had te put it out on account of the
smoke it made, as it might lead o our eaplure,
Gen. MeArihur was the first Unien man we met,
and we were sont lo Atlanta, arriving after its fall.
Gen, Sherman was reviewing the troops. We were
provided clothing aund transportation to our re-
apective commands, We parted at lndiasuapolis,
and in the excitement of parting neglected to take
each other’s addresses.”

Rear-Admiral  Gberardi tells a vivid story
of a phantom Thuarricane on the Pacifie
Ocean. It was leng ago,” he suid, “when
I was a Captain, and in the days of wooden ships
and lofty mnasts, before the era of ironclads, that
wo were cruising off the South American const.
We had not s capful of wind during the entire day,
It was in the dog-waich, just about eight bells,
Lieut. Patch was in charge of the deek and I was
below, when an Orderly brought word that the
Lieutenantthought I had belter come on deck. I
kuew something unusual was up, for Lieul, Paleh
was an officer in whom [ bad the ulmost eonfidence
in any emergency. When I reached the deck I
cast an eye aloft and saw that the tlop-sails were
close-reefed, sull shortened, and everylhing in
readiness for a blow, It was as calm as a duck
pond, not even a whisper of a breeze, and [ looked
at Patch to ses what was wrong. He pointed over
the starboard beam, and looking in that direction
through the gathering dusk I saw that the water
was a mass of white. Over the quarter it was the
samo, Lthe ocean Lo siarboard seeming to be whip-
ped into foam. The first thought was, of course,
that one of these southern hurricanes was bearing
down on us. We loocked at the barometer, but it
had not fallen. There was not a sound; the night
was perfectly still. Satisfied that it eculd only be
s hurricane in spite of the absence of the usual
barometrie signs, I told Lieut. Patch that he had
better call all handson deck Lo stand by to work
the ship. All precautions had been taken, and the
only question was whether Lhe ship would stand.
We stood in silence, all hands watching that wall
off to starboard, The suspense wastrying, but we
wheited for the storm to strike us. Slowly it came on,
pearer and nearer, but not a sound accompanying
it. And then the ship went bang into that white,
fonmy mass, But therse was not a sign of wind,
and we stood there amnzed. Then a bucket was
sent over the side and & pailful brought up. Woell,
it was only a mass of animalculm, such as whales
feed on. We were relieved, of eourse, but the hur-
rieane was a standing joke on board after that.”

Col, W, A, H, Sillowaye ia reported to be now
living in a small room in a back and obscure street
in Boston, without friends wnd money, and with
the poorhouse staring Lim in the fuce. He is the
man who in May, 1863, rescued President Lincoln
fromm n disabled steamer near FPort Tobacco, on
the Potomae, whieh was under fire from a Confed-
erate batlery, & shot from which had crashed
through the port paddle-box, and conveyed him in
an open boat to the Maryland shore and to safely.
He wers comnmissioned Colonel by Lincoln, and re-
ceived n personal letter of thanks from the great
war President for his gallantry in saviog him from
what appeared eertain eapture.

Rear-Admirsl Thomas O, Seliridge, who was

placed oo tho Retired List July 25, 1566, is said to be

Lhie oldest nuwal officer living. Over 75 years ago
he entered the Navy nan Midshipman, His record
asgiven in the Naval Register shows thint he becameg
Midshipman Jan. 1, 15183; Licutenant, Masch 3
1547 ; Commauder, April 11, 1564; Captain, Sept,
I, 1588, Commodore, Julv 18, 1862 petired Oct. 10,
1566 ; Hear-Admiral on the Relired List July 25, 1566,

The late Commodore D. N. lograbam, of Charless
ton, 8, C., who served in the Mexican war snd on
the Confederate side in 1he late war, was & greal
friend of Admirai Seilridge, and was before his do,
mise the only survivor of those entering the Navy in
June, 1512 and serving in Uhe war then with Enge
land. He resigned Feb, 4, 1586], and antered the
Confederate navy. While Commodore Ingrabang
was commanding the U. S sloop-of-war Si. Louig
in the Mediterranesn in 1555, be laterfered in the
case of Mastin Koszta, who had resided in the
United States iwo years, and had declared his ine
ioution of becoming a cilizen. Koszia had beeg
seized by the Austrian Consul at Smyrna and ime
prisoned on board the Aasirian man-of-war Hussar,
Capt. Tograham sent word that if Koszia was nol ree
lensod within eight hours he would take him by
force. The Si. Louls was cleared for action, snd
prepsred (o altack the Hossar, greatly her supes
rior in size and fores. At the last moment the
Austrians compromised the question by surrender
ing Koazia to the French Consul, who prompilly
released him. For this sction Capt, Iograbam was
granted a medal by Congreas.

The widow of ihe Iate celabrated Indian fightery
Gen. Crook, is now at Chicago visiling the Werld's
Fair. It is staled that she has attracted more ate
tention in Chicago recently than most ctlher femis
nine visilors to the World's Fair. She s a very
fine-looking woman, with snowy-white hair that iy
in striking eontrast to Lier youthful and vivacious
spirits.

Gen. Longstreet suyvs thal Gen. Lee failed at (et
tysburg becanse he did nol concenirnte his stinck
into one overwhelming rush. He said: **Geo, Lee
displayed hia greatest weakness as & tactical come
mander at Gettysburg. The tactics there were
weak nnd fatal to suyecess, [lisattacks were made
in detail and not in one co-ordinate, overwhelming
rush, asthey shou!d have been. The first eollision
wa2 an unforeseen accident. Wa failed at Gettys
burg because we had undertaken too great & cone
tract, and went about it in the wrong way.”" Loage
street has been roundly eriticized by many of the
Southern papers for smashing the idol of the Cou.
federncy insuch a manner, but Gen, Sickles agrees
with what he says.

The bursting of the "' Lady Polk " eaused perma-
nent injuries to two soldiers—one a Federal and the
other a Confederate; both of whom met in a rather
odd way in the streets of Trimble, Mo., recenily,
Col. Williford, & one-armed Grand Army man, was
accosted by a one-legged man, who politely said -
* Mister, won't you please give me 25 cents o ges
something to eat with? I have but one leg, asyou
see, and am too feebla lo work even if [ had twe,"
Thae Colonel, who has been considerably botherad
lately by tramps, and who was not in the best of
bumaor, bluntly replied ;: * No, air; I've been leeding
tramps until I am tired of it." ** Very well," sor-
rowflully said the mendicant. ** I see you have been
unfortunate like myselfl in one respect, and I am
sorry it hasn't soltened your heart any.” The Colo-
nel, who has a warm, teader heart, relented, and
kindly inquired, as the beggar Lurned away:
" Where and how did you lose your leg, my man ™
“ At Columbus, Ky., in October, 1562, sir,” was Lhe
reply. "1 was standing within 10 feet of the ' Lady
Polk® when she bursted, and a piece from her tore
off my leg. I guess you have heard of the bursi-
ing of the ‘Lady Polk 't “ My God, yea!"™ wag
the Colonel's animated reply. *I should say [
had. Why, man, that very gun is the causeof my
having but onesrm. [ was with Grant across tha
river, and oneof the last shells that gun fired be-
fore it exploded burst near me and & portion of
carried my arm along with it. No, I'll not give
you n quarter. You were on Lthe other side, it is
true, but I'll ba —— if Williford dou't al ways have
& fellow-feeling for a brave soldier, Here's §5 loz
you."”

&

MUSTERED OUT.

Veterans of the Couniry's Grandest Army
Who Have Answered the Last Cail

[Senders of obituaries will please ndliere strictly
to the form in which the notices below are worded,
Notices must be briel and be sent immediately nitae
the event to which they relate.]

NicHoLs.—At Silverton, Colo., July 1, H O,
Nichols, Co. F, 1st U. 8. (Berdan's U. S Sharp-
shooters). He was one of the boys of "6l. He wna
engaged at the first Lattle of Cold Harbor, May 25,
1862, in the saven days' baltles, Second Bull Run,
Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chanceliorsville, and
Getlysburg, when his heanith failed and he was dis-
charged for disability. He then eame West and
mined and prospected along the Rockies from
Montana to old Mexico. He never fully recovered
fiom the effects of Lthe hardships he suffered in tha
army. He died of pneumenis, and was buried
here. The Muasons of Silverton turned out fu force
to attend his funeral, as he belonged o thas
socialy.

Pickerr.—At Mount Union, Pa,, recenily,
George W. Picketlt, Co. C, Ist Pa. Cav,
EBEuMAN. —At Mount Union, Pa., recently,

Augustus Eberman, Co. I, 148th Pa, Comrade
Ebermnn was a mewmber of Geu. Kane Pust, 202 of
Mount Union.

Hawrey.—At the State Home for Soldlers, Noro-
ton Hights, Conn., Fracirea Hawlev, Co. D, 2d
Conn., aged 74 Comrade Hawley entered tha
service as private Jan. 5, 1884, in Co. D, 2d Conn.,
and was discharged Oecl. 3, 1564, for disability. Ila
was mustered in the G.AR. Douglas Fowler
Poat, 48, in December, 1591. He leaves no family.

ErrLespoRy.—AL South Norwalk, Conn., of cane
cer of the stomnch, Julius M. Eilendorf, aged 53
vears. Comrade Ellendorl enilsted lu the lsb
U. 8., and was appointed Adjutant, serving oub
bis enlistment, and was commissioned Caplain,
his commission being signed by President Jolin
son. He was a member of Douglas Fowler Poai,
48, having joined the Post in 18#0, He was the
editor and publisher of the Mechanie Jowrneal, of
South Norwnik, a paper devoted to the interest of
Inbor. His funeral was largely altended by ths
Post and the South Norwalk Hat Finishers' Assoe
elation, of which he was n member.

SwWEET.—Al Cheney, Kan., July 20, of dropsy,
Wilinrd Swest, Co. 1, 3d Mich., also Co. O, 5ih
Mich., aged 57,

JerrErRDs.—At Milford, Mass, July 21, Sylvander
Jefferds, Musician, Tih Mnss, aged 71 years, Deatls
was caused by malarial faver and ehronie dinrrhea,
together with paralysis contracted while in the
service. Comrade Jefferds had bean unable to per-
form manual [abor for nearly 10 years. He waa
one of the oldest members of Filetcher Post, 22,
and the funeral services were conducied by tha
Order from Memorial Hall, He leaves a widow
and three ehildren,

STIARWALT.—AL Bellefontaine, 0., July 17, of
apoplexy, Andrew Stiarwalt, Co. F, 23d Olio, aged
79, Comrade Stiarwalt served for over three years
in the 23d Ohio (Hayes's regimentl, He was »
member of Eugene Reynolds Post, unid the faneral
was attended by a lnrge number of his eumrades,
Six of the members of his company were the palls
bearers. He was well known in the town snd
County in which helived, and was familinrly called
“ Uncie Andy.” An aged widow aud five childrea
survive him.

Pigrce—At Richmond, Ind.,, July 26, Jsane
Pierce, Co. D, 69th Uhio, aged 30, Ccmrade Pierca
was buried at Earlbam Cewmetery by the GLAR,
He leaves a widow and one dauglter.

CLARK.—At Sturgeon, Meo., July 29 Daniel W,
Cinrk. Co. O, 23d Mo, nged 46 Comrade Clark
served three years with Gen, Sherman, and waa
wiih the corps during the estire march to the sea,
and aftérward at the Grand Roview at Washington
in 1865. He wnas biind, and at the time of his death
was drawing a pension of §72 per mounth, IHeleaves

widow and seveu children,

- MapTiN.—At bis home, in Midiand County, Mieh.,
July 21, of heart disease, A. J. Martin, Co, 1,6t
Ohio Cav., from which regimeant he was honorably
discharged after s servicee of two vears and nine
months. He was s member of Frank Rowley
Command, No. 16, U. V. U.

Peasopy.—Al Bloomfield, Mich., Juna 6, James
1. Peabody, Battery M, Ist N. Y. Art. Comrado
Peabody was born in New York, and enlisted as n
private from that Stute, Alter the first baltie of
Bull Run he was mada First Lieutenant. He re-
pigned on mccount of disability and went into the
Quartermaster’s Department st Washington. In
1888 he waa eleeted & member of the Legisiniura
from the First Oakland County Distriet, and in tha
discharge of his duties he was faithiful Lo the inter-
est of his constitusenis. Comrade Pesbody was o
member of Dick Richardson Post, 147, of Pontine,
Mich. This Post bad oharge of theservice at the
grave, and buried their comrade with military
honors, The Post passed resolutions on his death,

CanL.—At Walnut Grove, near Johnstown, Pa.,
July 21, Asron Carl, Co. K, 107th Pa. He was &
member of Emory Fisher Post, 30, of Jolinstown.

MULHOLLAND.—At Stanbury, Mo, July 19, of
diabetes, Hugh Mulbolland, Co. K, Tist Pa.

GuLICK.—At Scranton, Pa, June 16, Dr. Furman
B. Gulick, Quartermaster, I1th Pa, Cav., and Acting
Qunriermaster CUavalry Division, Army of the
James, aged 43, Comrade Gulick servadd four
yvenrs. He won his promotion by bravery on the
fiald of battle. He leavea a widow and two ehil-

eri.
dtsiom'r.—.\t Durand, Wis,, recently, 8. M. Scotd,
Comrade Scott saw four years of service in the
cavalry, and had been drawing a small pension for
disability contracted in the service. Four years
ago he was obliged to guit business on nceount of
failing health, and since then he had been con-
stantly under n docior'scnre. He was n member
of Charles Colemnn Post, 82,

BEATTIE—AL Ovid, Mieh,, June 26, Capi. Adam
Beattie, 26th N. Y. battery, aged 60 Comrade
Beaitie was born in Seneea, N. Y., and :rgrwqd an
academie education. He enlisted Nov. 26, 1862, in
the 26:th N.Y. battery ns Second Lisntenant, and
served in the Department of the Guif and South-
west under Genw. Banks, Canby, Sherman, and
Butler. He participsted in the engugements of
Cane River, Binkely, Spanish Fort and others, In
1863 he was promolted for bravery, and befors the
close of the war he received the ruank of CUaptain.
After the war he went to Michigan, and hns been
quite prominent in the G.A.R. in that State. He
served one tersm in the State Legisiature from the
Seventeenth District. He leaves a widow sad lwa
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