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By CHarLts DwionT Wil LARD.

LG P HERE WERE FOUR MEN IN

the smoking compartment of a

Poliman, in an overland train

headiug westward, They talk-

| ed of Califernia—of its gold and

the '40-ers, of its fruoits and

wine, of its mountain scevery,

and o wospitality of thepeople. When the

Iatter subjent was reached, one of the travelers

fetched a sigh so long and deep that it instaut-

Iy sttracied the notice of the others, and they

asked its He retuarned no answer., Then

ope o! thom demanded to know whethier he

had ever experienced tho faumons hospitality of

the Culifornians, und to this question he made

$he following strange repiy: * Yes, by proxy."”

Thercupon the others, lurning with curiosity,

besoucht him to muke himself understood.
Thie ho did iu the following tale:

“My & to the golden Btate took

CALlSA,

) Lrst \l:it
plr.co a number of years neo, when 1 was an in-
expericiiced yoanug man of asbout 25, My home
was in Cleveland, where my family had resided
for mauy years. A trip to California, in those
@ays, wus looked upon us a great undertaking,
and ] began to talk it over with my numeraus
friends and relatives severnl weeks tefore I set
ont. P:esently I made a remarkable discovery.
It was that every one of these (riends and relas
gives Lind some acguainlance on the Pacific
eoast, who would rejoice at the opportunity to
welcome me afforded by a letter of introdae-
gion.
“Now, it happened that several vears before
. - L]
I had liad a little expericnce with the practiece
of mzking friends by lctter. When I went
east to college I curried a note to some people in
Bostor. 1 presonted it. aud I am confident
that no explorer of the Artie regious ever en-
eountered 1 lower temperature than that whickh

Ix THE SMOKER

enveloped my welcome, Now, as I understand
# letter of introdoetion, it is a sort of a sight
déraft, friendship being the consideration, drawn
by your friend on the etranger, which you are
smpowered to collect—if you can, Your sue-
oess depends upon several things: your friend’s
eredit with the stranger, for one; thestranger's
general solvency—that is, his capacity for
friendship—for another, and hisopinion of yon
as a collector, for a third, The whole trausae-
tion seems to me loose and irregulsr, and thd
risk falls eutirely on the unfortunate bearer of
the letter, whe ususily takes the thing on its
face value.

At first, I tried by varions evasions to get ont
of scoepting these letters. But it wonld net
work. Poople sesmwed to think that they were
eonferring some enormoas favor on me, which,
with the natural modesty of vonth, I was seek-
ing todecline. The more 1 held off the greater
was their zeal in wy beball, and in several in-
slances, | am confident, it resnited in my hav-
fng lettars forced gpon me which would other-
wise have besn forgotten, What rould I do?
Robody ever beard of gmch a thing as declin-
ing a lstter of introduction—it would be equiv-
alent tosaying: “1 dou't want to meet your
friend;: e may be good enough for you, bat I
have o use for him.” 5o I seccepted all that
were offercd and concealed my irue sentiments
undeor an expansive mask of gratitude,

The number of these episties increased with
surprising rapidity. For not only did all my
friends and relatives write themselves, but
mauy of them dementediy went about asking

ple, to whom I was sn utter stranger, for

tters which should mske me known to their
friends in California. Then there were some
eliers which eawe spontsnecously from the most
mexpecied guartera, For exanmple, a friend

*ould meel me and say :

“You don’t kmow Co!. Jim Fairfax, do you?”

“No: I don’t.”

“Weil, be told me the other day he had a
friend ot on the coast that he wounid like yoan
to meet—he bad beard somewhere of your Cal-
iforuia trip, Bo ke gave me a letter of intro-
duetion—here it is. It's to the Hon. Patrick
Cosey, s member of the Legisiature. I thanked
bim, ksowing that you would feel grateful for
the attention,”

“Cortainly,” I auswered, “ bot as I pever met
Col. Jiws Fairfax, 1 bardly see bow be” —

“Oh, that was all right. He just wrote the
letter us if you were & friend of bis. See?”

1 opeved the letter and saw, It was ealen-
lated 10 deceive the Hou. Patrick into the beliel
that Col. Jim and | were like Damon and
Pytbias, | shodderingly added the letter to
the besp, und 1 mention it now only-ws asample
of its class”

At 1ast, when I was ready to start, the bundle )
of letters bad grown so large Lthat it positively
frightened me, lndeed, at times 1 was half
rescived to sbandon the trip, solely on secount
of the premonition of evil that swept over me
whenever I contemplated that awful heap. Bat
1 bad now goue too far to back ont, and, depos-
iting the letters in one corner of my trunk, I
toek my departure. There was a erowd at Lthe
station to see we off, and Lhe last thing I beard,
&8 the train started, was o general ery of :

“ Be sure and prescut my letler to”

Of course the reguest was superfluous—like
most things ssid at parntings—for the reason
that I Lad already solemuly promised each oue
that I wonid deliver his letter.

Iu the yuiet solitude of the first day's ride,
I bad volbing to do but think, and the bundle
of letters provided me with subject-matter.
They counstituted & problem whose vexatious
oopditions drove me hall distracted.

If 1 failed to deliver them—or to make at
Jeast av honest effort in behalf of ench—I
should break wy promise to a number of peo-

lo whose good epinion I held in high estecm,

t would never do for me deliberately to admit,
on my return, that 1 had scorned to wake se-
qQuaistanes with their friends, or that I hisd
been insensible to their kindness in giving me
fhe letters, On the other hand, 1 doubied
whether 1 conld manufaciare excuses delicate
snough to go around.
truth from my boyhood, 1 lucked the imagi-

Bative power which is needed for artistic men- |

dacity. In fuct, I was likely to find myself in
the samc embarrassing sitvation that is said 1o

have overcome the Father of his Country: 1}

evuld not tell a lie—ibat would get me out of
$he scrupa,

B¢ ] fpally settled it in my own mind that I
foust present all the letiers,

Then the other born of the dilemma beean |

to gore me, Here were a lot of people who
kuew nothing of me, nor | of them. 1 was ex-
pected 1o bunt them up, nt a great expense of
Sime snd treuble, and del
apiece ail aronud, after the fashion of a cou-
scienlions and impartinl mailman, Bot that
was vot all. These letiors practically involved
8 demand, on my part, for sttentions,
R & je-une-seis-guol relutionship belween the
sender and the recipient, HBeing a very young
man, | was somewhat sensitive on the prore af
pnube apd | saw them looming up in pnlimited
pombers throughout the whole gituation,
Boston experience was lislie 1o be repeated on
a muguificent seale.

The second duy out I leenm
geversi of my fellow-passcuzera. Gne af thom,
8 bright young New Yurker, by the vame of
Yelverton, seetued to take 3 special fency to
me, and we put in several bours conversiug
togeiber, He had visi

¢ acguainted with

ed the coast before, und,

alibough only & tew veurs my senior, was uvi- |

dently a man who bud hisd a pood dex! of ox-
perience in the world. Nutarally, after eur
Bcgunintucoe bad progressed to a certain stage,
1 talked on the subject uppormost io my wivd,
and told him al gbout the letters,

1 bad boped he would say something that
would prove reassuring: on the contrary, he
Agzravated my woe, .

“Why. my dear fellow,” he said, *if you are
Eoihg ta undertake todeliver those epistles, you

ave my syinpathy. Just now the very words
SJtier of introdaction ' nre (o the average Calj-
Wriiiun ke a red rug o a ball

ﬂ-pi:.. reople, but their good nature has

been so grossly imposed upon by the horde of
impostors and mountebanks that has poured in
since the building of the railroad that it is no
longer easy for a stranger to get into their good
graces, The letter-of-introduction device has
been worked umtil it i3 theeadbare, and the
man who offers to present one risks an imme-
diate arrest from the police, or even severer
treatment at the hauds of the vigilance com-
mittee.”

“You frighten me,” 1 said; “however, as
my letters are all gonuine, and bear the names
of many of the most prominent people of Cleve-
land, I hardly expeét to meet with difficulties
of that sort.”

*Probably not” said Yelverton; “but yon
may expect to be rather coldly treated.”

“Well, blasttheletters! " I exclaimed angrily;
“1 ¢an sce they are going to destroy hall the
pleasure of my visit to the coast.”

My suneysnce scemed to afford Yelverton no
gmall amasement, and he recurred several times
to the subject after I had aliowed it to drop.

It was & part of my plan to stop over in Den-
ver about a week to visit some [riends, Yel-
verton, also, made a brief stay in that place, and
we ocenpied adjoining apartments in the same
hotel. Once, when he happened to be in my
room, 1 had oceasion te lovk for something in
my trunk, and I came upon the hated bundle
of letters.

“Here are those infernal documents,” I re-
marked, tossing the bundie over to the table
near where bie stood, He picket it up, felt of
its thickness, and then gave a sardonic langh.

“You are ceriainly im for it, my boy,” he
said, and put the letters back on the table amid
a pile of newspapers and magazines.

Belore his departure, which took place the
next day, Yelverton made me promise that I
would telegraph him when 1 left Denver, so
that he might meet me on my arrival at the
coast. I promised it unhesitatingly, for 1 was
satisfied thaut his friendship wounld bring op-
portunities not to be slighted,

Various circumstances which I need not de-
tail Jengtliened my stay in Denver from a week
to nearly & month, and in the course of that
time I quite forgot about the letters of intro-
duction. When I was ready to depart, how-
ever, I thought of them with a sudden and in-
tense pang of discomlorl.

I telegraphed to Yelverton, and proceeded to
pack wy trunk. Just as I was about to turn
the key, it suddenly occurred to me that I had
not noticed the bundle of letters in its eus-
tomary place in the corner of the till. 1 opened
the trunk and investiguted. The letters were
not to be found, either in the till or elsewhere.
Then I remembered that shortly after my ar-
rival at the hotel I bad taken them out to show
to Yelverton, and had put them ou the table,
However, they were not there now.

I made a thorongh search of the room ; the
letters had plainly disappeared.

I went immediately to the clerk and told my
story. He sent for the bead chambermaid.

“Who takes care of Mr. Bouworthy's reom
he asked.

“Maggie,” answered the head ehambermaid ;
“but Clara had that room when be first came.”

“1 bave lost a package of letters,” said I,

The two exchanged significant glauces.

“ Do you think they were stolen ?" I asked;
“2o one conld have any possible object”

“Oh, no,” said the clerk. Then be asked me
if the lctters were valnable,

*N-uo,” 1 said; * not exactly.”

“Well, I'1] tell you,” said the elerk, evidently
much relieved ; * we let that girl Clara go be-
canse she bad a reckless way of burning up
things that she found lying around in the
rooms. If you have made & thorough search
and you are sure the letters nre not there, the
chances are they are destroyed.”

1 found it difficult to repress my joy at this
intelligence.
anud hewd chambermaid ever succeeded in ox-
plaining my strange conduct, in actually refus-
ing to make a row when one was guite justifi-
able, I hastened back to the room and exe-
cuted a fresh search so a8 to satisfy my con-
seience, When I was absolutely eonwinced
that the letters were gone, 1 danced about the
roown in a transport of glee, The awful incu-
bus which had been weighing down my spirits
was soddenly removed, and I breathed again.

“What a blockhead 1 am,” I said to myself;
“why did it never occur to me to destroy the
letters, and claim, on my return, that they had
been lost?”

Chance had saopplied the exease which im-
agivation had been unable to conjure np. I
continued my journey, light-hearted as a pris-
ouer who bas just secured his freedom.

Yelverton had advised me to stop over st
Bacramento—one of the historie eities of the
State—and visit the capitol and other points of

ore
H

‘Heee ARE THE INPrexai DocrMests”
interest. 1 adopted thesuggestion. The train
got into Sscramento in the morning, and I was
driven right to a hotel,

I wrote miy name on the register, and asked
for a room for one day, The clerk whirled the
book arcund, glunced at the name, and said :

“All right, Mr. Bon—why, are vou Mr. Bon-
worthy? Eiliot Bonworthy—of Cleveland 7"

“Well,” 1 said, with some diguity, * what
did yon imagine I wrote that name for—amuse-
ment?"

His tone and manner surprized and annoyed
me. It was evident, however, that my cool
answer Liad discopeerted him, for his haud
shook as be penciled the number of & room
after my name, and bis voice trembled when
he called up the beli-boy,

Ten minnies later, just as [ was completing
2 basty toilet, there was a kunock at my door,
and, iu answer to a “come in." the clerk eu-
tered, followed by a tall, militarv-looking man,
Wihen the door was closed, the clerk motioned
his band toward we, and podded.

“What is it?7 " 1 asked.

Haviog beou traived to |

| duction to several '

iver to them u letter |

laused !

| be any u
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| don't
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Toey are a l

“Do 1 understand,” said the military man
“that you acknowledge your name to be I-L.noi
Bonworthy?"

“OF course 1 do”
angrily.

"Well, I like his nerve” said the military
man o the clerk, and the clerk grinned at me,

“8ay,” continued the military mun, * have
you any friends in this town "

“No” Isuid; “I had some lotters of intro-

1

I answered somewhat

The clerk gave a loud, derisive lnugh,

“That settles it, Bill."” he said 10 his com-
papion; “you bhad bLetter rup him in., You
Cun tike Lim down to the city vn the afternoon
train.

" Whit does sl this mean?” | exclaimed,

Biil procuced s paper from his poceel, ‘It
msans tha! vou are u

nder arresl,” sa4id ho, “on

| @ charge ol oblaining woney uuder fualse Pre-

\\u khuvf &l“
Lion sey
B

—ian i

Lelsus,

intrad u
right in
Now, je

sboul vour letter-of-
i sy bave worked all

o, but it sn't go hiere,

alung quietiy, aud there won't
otherwise ' ——

I glunced st the warrant,

nawme, Elliot Boawao thy,

need to romafk ;

apd frightoned,

1S
raneci o
L come

nlis;

There was my
as plain as print. I
"k that [ was astonished
I had heard of men being
F eriminals and put Lo the necessity
of proving their own ideniity, but here was I
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arrested under my own name, in a place where
I had supposed myself utterly unknown, What
could 1 do—orsay? I asked a fow 'questions,
and learned that the erime that was charged
had been committed in the city of San Fran-
cisco a week or two Lefore, Of oocurse I could
prove an alibi at the trial, bht In the mean-
time what was to be done to keep ount of jail?

I accompanied Bill—*“quietly,” as he had
suggested—to the Sheriff’s office, and we wait-
ed there until the next trainlefv for Sau Fran-
cisco. ) -

Bill proved to be rather an entertaining
companion. The first half of the trip he did
his best to convince me that I'onght te make
a full confession to him of all my wvarious
erimes, He promised to “‘stand in” and got
me off with a light sentence. When he found
this undertaking hopeless, he began to talk
about the conntry, answering the questions
which I, & stranger tothe scenes through whieh
we were passing, very natorally asked, At
length. however, as we were crossing the ferry
from Oakland, when I expressed my satizfac-
tion at beholding the Golden Gate for the first
time, he turned on me with a sheepish grin
and said:

“Yon'd better let up. Tt won't do no good.
Of course you know the place as well s I do,
aund it’s no use tryin’ to fill me full of prunes.”

When we arrived in the city we went direct-
Iv to the Sherifl"s office.

“We will take you to the jail later on,” said
Bill, apologetically.

The Sherifl dispatched a messehger after
gome of the complaining witnesses, and then
proceeded to interview me. I told him my
pname and explained that I wasa tonrist from

“It Meaxs THAT You AR UNDER ARREST.”

Cleveland. He nodded his head and snnounced
that the jig was up, and that I might as well
confess, for they bad a very good case against
me,

Presently two well-dressed men were ushered
into the room. Bill accompanied them.

“This is the man,” said the Sheriff, * He
acknowledges it—at least the name.”

“He is not the man,” said one of the new-
comers, emphatically. ;

“He isn't!” exclaimed the Sheriff; and
Bill made & bhasty reference to the infernal
regions.

“No!” eried the gentleman; “I told you
the fellow had a blonde mugtache, blue eyes,
was thick-set, and wore his hair parted nearly
in the middle.”

“Yelverton !” I exelaimed, springing up.

“That's one of his names,” said the Sheriff,
“ He weunt here under the name of Elliot Bon-
worthy, and he had an armful of letters of
introduetion with which he worked the town.
What do know about him?"

“He stole those letters from me at Denver,”
I said.

“Oh, then yon are the simon-pure 'Elliot
Bonworthy ?” said one of the gentlemen.
¢ “1 ean prove it readily enough if necessary,”

said.

“The Sheriff and Bill began to make profuse
apologies, to which I puid iittle attention, as I
was anxious to leara of Yelverton and his per-
formances.

*“He arrived here nearly ajmonth ago,” said
oneof the gentlemen, “and Legan immediately
to mako acguaintance by means of these let-
ters—your Istters, it appears, They were to
many of tha finest people in the city, Bo we
took the man right in, for he talked and acted
like a perfect gentleman, Well, sir, I don’t
suppose any mau that ever eame 1o this eily got
Do
you he asked, turning to his companion,
whosignified his entire agrecment.

“Goon,” I said, with an inward groan,

“The best private houses aud the elubs were
all open to him and he received every possitle
attention. Several men 1 know gave him wine
suppers. There wasn't a social event of im-
portunce to which he failed to have an invita-
tion, He gave it out that he was sizing things
up for a syndicate of Cleveland capitalists that
thought of investing largely in mines, Well,
gir, I calculate that in the throe weeks that he
put in in this city he had probably one of the
largest times that any man ever enjoyed, And
he wound the thing up by getting the names
of three or four good business men on spurious
drafts aud then suddenly disappeared from
view.”

“That was when I telegraphed bim that I
was coming,” I said,

“Well,” observed the speaker in conclusion,
“if you have any more letters of introdaction
bearing that same name, I wounld not advise
you to present them, for you are liable to get
arrested every time you try onc on.”

I explained that Yelverton had captured the
entire pack. The complnining witnesses then
shook hands with me and departed. [ imagine
their experience with Yelvertong disconraged
them from any rash tenders of hospitality, for
they did not suggest any improvement of our
acquaintance, Indeed it was a cool stand-off
on both sides, for I did not faney their sarcastie
flings ou the subjeet of the letters,

“The next day the newspapers contalned
the whole story—the theft of the letters, Yel-
verton's perforinances, and my srrest. The ae-
couut given of the brief but glorious career of
my proxy—the spurious Mr. Elliot Bonworthy
—convinesd me that the gentlemen 1 had met
at the Sherill’s office were quite right in saying
he bad enjoyed a *lurge time,” As [ read of
suppers, dinners, fotes, balls, exeursions, hon-
o1, attentions, ete,, my sonses fairly reeled
witih anguish. All this good time really be-
longed to me; I had been cheated oot of it,
partly through my own stupid misgivings and
partly through the shrewdnpess and industry of
thisearlier bird,

" Now, then, gentlemen,” concluded the pas-
senger, who had been nsked to te!ll swhat he
kuew of the hospitality of the Californians,
“you understand what I menn by saving that
I received iy wolcome on the coast by proxy.—
The Argonawd,

9 ”

Real Value of Social Positlon.

The editor of a London paper beewme in-
volved in s discussion with an Aweriean resi-

| dent of the Euglish metropolis over thg ques-

tion of the wvenality of Englishmen where
marringe is concarned, and the truth of Lhe
frequent assertion that women of title in Lon-
don would underinke, for a wouvey considera-
tion, to launeh anybody into society,

Io order to test the matter au ndvertisement
wus published, asking for the serviees of snch
a person, and a great nomber of replies were
roceived from people of uiquestioned proiui-
neuee socially, and of high rank in the peor-
uge,

These letters bave been published along with
a low Lerse comments, but the names sod titles
of the writers Lave been suppressed, The re-
sult is a hullabaloo of extraordinary dimen-
sions in the socinl world of London, and the
whole performanee is euttingly referred to as
“a contemptible Yankee trick.”

i —

Won and Lost.

Jumes FraneisOswald, o uew Queen'’s Connsel,
was the junivr whe, on beiug told by Justica
Kay that “although he could teach Lim law,
he could not teach him manners,” quictly re-
marked, * That is g0, my iud.” Ap encounter
with Justice Chitty was hardly so ¥ e8essiul,
e bad becn addressing the court "t grent
lcugthin a bill-of-sale cuse, and at fudk said:
“"Aud now, my lud, 1 addresa mysolf to the
furuiture” **You have been doing that for
sowe time past,’” said Jastice Chitty.

All Opl!lll.

In the days of his manugement at the Win-
ter Garden, Edwin Booth received u letter from
a clergyman saying that he wished to see
Booth in Lis principal parts, but desired, if pos-
sible, te be admitted iuto the theater by a side
door, as he did not eare tornn any risk of being
scen by Lis parishioners cuteriog from the front,
Edwin Booth made auvswer in these words:
“Sir: There i8 vo door in my theater through
whieh God cannot see.” na

&

BRIDES BY CAPTURE.

Curlous Marriadg, {hstoms in Foreign

1 ‘

Lauds.
—— g

: IR 3
From romote time brides have been the
prize of the most davimgsand marriage by cap-
ture has more or les$ prevailed in some part of
our little globe fron¥ W timo when the artful
Romans, ignoring "Me''laws of hospitality,

scized upon the rif*.'é?litél:'ms ‘of their Sabine
guests, nor waited t‘{"] ho decree nisi to be pro-
nonneed absolnte bc,;'o;e asserting their new
prerogative, and from this enforced alliance
sprang the conquerors of the world.

The Eskimo of to-day, says the New York
Jowrnal, having once established his manhood
by killing a polar bear vnaided, is sent forth
by his kindred to seek a wife, and the first giri
he cam surprise uunawsres he seizes, and, in
spite of her screams and struggles, endeavors to
carry off. ‘T'his proviug no easy feat, owing
to the substantial proportions of the Eskimo
belle, tozether with the enormons weight of
herclothing, an exeiting race oceurs,

The lady, darting among the aroused neigh-
bors, dodges her suitor in the crowd, which
eagerly assists her, and it is only after be has
gnecceded in eatching her the third time that
he is permitted to lead his blushing and execited
bride to the hymeneal altar.

The Australian aborigine adopts & moresuom-
mary process, When weary of a single life he
looks abont for a partner, and, finding one to
his liking, stalks her, and watching his oppor-
tunity, stuns her with a heavy blow, and car-
ries her off to her new home, where, it is to be
hoped, on ber return to eonscionsness, hisafter-
tenderness makes some atonement for his
somewhat rough-aud-ready mode of wooing.

In parts of India the winning of the bride
depends upon fleatness of foot, a cireular course
being marked out, half of which is traversed
by the maiden (encumbered only by a waist-
band) before the lover is allowed tp start in
pursuit, and if he does not succeed in captur-
ing her before she has thrice completed the
eirenit he loses his prizoe,

In Saxon and early Norman times men pur-
chased their wives from the father, his wealth
being estimated by the numberof his danghters,
whose simple education was completed at a
trivial cost, and swwhoss
lurgely to augment the family pile, as they
not only prepared all the food that the house-
hold consumed, but made from flax and wool
their fatber’'s clothes and their own, from
which they obtained the title of *spinster”;
and it was an accepted axiom among our frugal
forefathers that no young woman was fit to be
a wife until she had spun for herself a set of
body, table and bed linen,

It can be readily nnderstood that the father
of sach danghters was in no burry to part with
them, and suitors vied .with each other in
their offera for their hands, writes Frauk Shel-
ley in Lippincott’s Mejazine, The father being
satisfied, it was customury Tor him to hand the
bridegroom a shoe, which symbolically consti-
tuted Lim the bride’s owner.

With this he lightly tapped her over the
head, to indicate his reeently-acquired authori-
ty. The shoe thus given to the groom was
carried to the bridal ehamber and placed over
the pillow upon which the newly-married
couple rested their heads, the husband’s side of
the bed. $V,

Occagionally, whén the lady was accused of
being somewhat tyrhaniedl in temper, the * best
man,” whose duty it Whs to perform this deli-
eate office, would b way of joke, slyly transfer
the shoo to the othérandel

From sncient tinresthe shoe has been a com-
mon instroment fop thehinfliction of domestie
chastisement, both in Eastern and Western
palions, aud our own ¢hildish recollections of

| its substitute, the :-.iiup_'.-;,_ would seem to argue

that this venerable cusiom is anything but ob-
solete, '

The ready faculty vw7th which this instru-
ment of torture can be ( sengnged and admin-
isterod to the calprit! wakes it doubtiul
whetber its use will ever eutirely go out of
date,

The Anglo-Saxon waea great believer in do-
mestie digcipline and theeflicacy of the stick to
enforce obedience; o flouse of the period was
considerad furmished #hat did not have sus-
pended from a convewient nail on the wall the
SLE?k with which he habitually-chastised his
wife.

An old Welsh law, nntil lately unrepealed,
empowered the husband to punish his wife with
three blows of a broomstick, on any part of
the person except the head, which Inst clanse
was doubtless intended to prevent a plethora of
widowers.

It sometimes happened that & case of troe
love was balked for the time by the avariee of
the father or the poverty of the suitor, in which
event the poor lover who could not afford the
prico dewanded by the father, would gather
his friends together, and, watehing a favorable
opportunity, would seize and carry off his mis-
tress, in the hope that after asserting his nat-
ural title to bher charms he wonld find it loss
diffiecnit to make her father accept the proper
equivalent for them,

By a law of Ethelbert it was ordained that
the abductor should: pay s fine of 50 shillings
to the father and afterward bay the girl from
him at a reasonable rate,

A century or two later, the custom of pur-
chase fell into disrepute, and it became usual
for neighbors and friends Lo betroth their chil-
dren to each other at & very early age.

This bethrothal took place in the presence of
witnesses, the vouthful lover giving the girl a
ring, which she theneefurth wore on her right
hand, until it-was transferred to her left at the
subsequent marringe, the same ring doing duty
for both the engagement and the wedding—*'a
coslom more honored in the breach than in the
obsorvance,” we fancy we hear our fair readers
say.

The ring, however, was secondary to the
mystle kiss, which was always given at the
public bethrothal, and this again was followed
by pledging each other in wine or other liquor
out of what was called the “ccntracting cup.”
Doubtless this is the origin of the expression
“wetting the bargain,” as it is quite certain
our auceslors were not partial to “dry deals,”
and even to this day, in the couutry parts of
England, no man woold dream of selling horse
or land without baving *a drink " to celebrate
the transaction.

This was the ceremony of bethrothal before
espousals fell under the dominion of the Chareh,
which in later times blessed the drink, sancti-
fled the kiss and consecrated the ring,

From the earliest times white was the uniform
color for a wvirgin bride, and three ornaments
wers worn by ber on her way to the altar.
Theso were the ring on her fingor, the brooch
on her breast, and the garland on hor head, the
first being typieal of the endlesaness of matri-
monial love, the brooch signifying maidenly
innocence, while the garland was the reward
accorded to her for having sucesssfully resisted
the temptations to evil that had beset her
course from childhood t6 matrimony.

No widow on her remarriage might wear a
gorland, nor could'any bride whose reputation
had suffered from Rer own lightness of conduct,

The garlands wdre mostly composed of roses
and my:itle, and the heir was ususlly worn in
loose trosses to thel althryin token of her froc-
dow, but on laying aside,her virgin crown the
newly-made bride boung up her hair, signifi-
cant of ber subjection top husband.

After the marriage cgremony had been per-
formed, it was customary for the bridal proces-
gion to walk round, tha Jess sacred part of the
church before sitting rluw‘u to the wedding
feast, which was oftgn lield in the nave, this
part being geuerally use ‘i in those days for the
transaction of ﬁucnii"zs’r'l Sinegs and the enjoy-
ment of social divhréion,

The feast being vver, 'tho bride and bride-
groom, aceompanisd by itheir guests, went in
procession to take possé@ssion of their new home.

After n short inwerval of time the majority of
the guests took Lheiv departure, leaving the
bridesmaids and groomsmen to perform their
last duty to the newly-martried pair, which was
to undress them and put them to bed prepara-
tory to the arrival of the priest, whose duty it
wus to bless the bod and its occupants, while
the acolytes, waving to and fro their burning
censors, fumigated the room with hallowing
incense.

These coromonies being completed, the happy
couple were leit to their own reflections and
the enjoyment of each other’s society.

Preity Valentines Free,

We are giving away o package of sweel, protly
valontines to all who would like to inke our Prize
Story Muagnzine, CoMpox?, on irial for the next
three months, They wre the regular eupid darls
make up with Lithographie lnce work, Seud G
ceuls to Comrorr, Box 3819, Augusta, Maine, for
trinl subscription and we will include an assorte
ueul of coics, posipaid.
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Stirring Narrative of 0ld Jim Long
in the Gila Country.

—_— - ——— ’

'_“; Ill) Jil“ I.!nnx pl'oppcd

B himself buck in his

¥ chair and elevated his

{ feet to & more conven-

ient level agajust the

cottonwoead nunder

which we weresittingin

front of Billy Dawson's

siore at St. Mareial, in

southern New Mexico,

says a Chicago Record

correspoudent, Jim was

an old-timer, having

eome into New Mexico

with a bull team 30

years back, and what he

didn’t know about fight-

ing Apaches and hunt-

ing bears wasn’t worth

kunowing. “About five

years ago,” he said “1

bad a bunch of cattle over in the Gils country,

some 70 or B0 miles north of Silver City. Dur-

ing our first two months there wa heard from

varions parties who had eattle near us that

bears were very plentiful, and that oune old

grizzly had run three or four outfits, all of

themn having failed to kill her although they
bhad shot her several tiues,

Shirt Cuffs,
[New Orleans Picayune.]

A London lauudryman says that the nse of
shirt cuffs jor jotting down womoranda is mors
common than 1s, perhaps, commoenly supposed,
He related how one day a youug fellow drove
up in a cab and rushed into the office in great
aexcitement, asking whether soms shirts de-
posited in the name of L had been washed.

We fonud they bad aot, and as the owner
turned thom over in feverish beat Le fairly
yelled with joy, pointing to a little column of
figures on the loft cuff of oue, which he ex-
piained wefe the nombers of eight £10 bank
notes which bad been lest or stolen, sand
had the shirts been washed sll hopes of ever
getting them back must have heen abandoned,

They were, howaver, successfully traced and
recovered a fow duys later. The cuffsof stock-
exchange men sro often covered with mysteri-
ous characters, presumabiy indieations of the
stock muarket, and the “tipa” found on the
wrikt linen of racing men were actpally taken
advantage of by ironing girls ou one or twe
oceasions with success, It is not yet recorded,
however, that the mannish woung woman has
taken to “caf-jotting,’” as she has to enfl and
shirt wearing.

- -
Taylor's Preparation for Buena Vista,
[ Boston Frening Transeripl |

“1 refer to Zachary Taylor, whose record in
the Mexican war was something phenomenal.
He fought the battic of Buess Visia with only
5,000 men, althongh he was attacked by 25,000
men under the leadership of Santa Ana, who
was Lthe greatest military leader the Mexicnn
people have ever known. Santa Apa went to
the battlo of Bueua Vista with the avowed por-

pose of exterminating the entire army of the

“Taey WeEre Busy THRASHING ABoUND GATHEERING NuTs.”

“One day two of my men and a boy had
gone out to look for some steers that had
strayed away. Their route led them through
a rough foot-hill connlry, and took them far-
ther from camp than usual. Theboy, who wasa
littlechap only about 12 years old, was the son of
a friend, and had been brought into the mount-
ains for his health., He was riding on a mule
and was a little distance ahead of the men
when he suddenly ran on to a big grizzly
among the scrub-osk. The instant the mule
sighted the bear he bolted down Ltheslope to Lthe
left, throwing the boy off, and the animal
started for him. The men had comeup by
this time, and while one opened fire on him
with & six-shooter tha other rushed in, and,
stooping over, caught the boy up in frout of
bim; nons too soop, either, for the bLear was
within 10 foet of the boy,

“When I heard of it that night I said I
would have that bear if it took a month, but
as we were busy at that time I did not get
started for nearly a week. I traveled through
the foot-hills fully 12 miles, entirsly past the
place where tie boy had fallen off, without
secing the sign of a bear, As I had gone
along slowly it was noon by that time, so I
picketed my horse to graze, ate my lunch and,
after an honr's rest, sturted back for camp.
The afterncon had turned cloudy, with the air
chilly and damp—just the time for bear, as
such an afternoon wounld likely bring them
down to the lower ridges to feed on acorns, of
which there was a large crop. The bear is
vaery fond of acorns, and will wander a long
way from bLis sleeping place to feed on them.
The little gpurs or foot-hills that jutted vut
from the range were covered with a heavy
growth of this brush, and I felt pretty sure
that I would fiod something on my way
home,

“1 had traveled nearly half the distance on
my return trip, when, on starting down the
further slope of the spur, I saw down a little
grade four bears feading in the brusbh. They
were 80 busy thrashing around among the oaks
gatheriong the nuts that they had not seen me.
My horse was an old hunter, steady as a rock,
and I kvew there was no daonger of his leav-
ing me. Two large old fellows were feeding
close together. Slipping gently from my horse,
I let drive at one of them, aiming for the buatt
of his ear, ranging back., All this was, of
course, inless time than | can tell it.

“When the besr received my shot, which
was, unfortunately, too low, striking him in the
shoulder, he evidently thought for a moment
that the other bear had struck him, for he
banled off and gave it a most terrifie blow,
knocking it some 20 or 30 feet. A stroke (rom
a foll-grown grizziy's paw, let me tell yon, is
no joke, eivher, as & grizzly eau erush a horse's
skull at a single sweep of his paw. The bear
scrambled to his feet in an instantand I let
him bave it again as he roso, breakiug his
neck.

“The other, which was an old she bear,
started for me and I opened an her. My rifle
is a 40-60, with chilled ball, With reloaded
shells, as mine were, I used 65 grains of powder;
but I let hier have it three times in the throat
and once in the mounth without stopping her,
and she was withiu 40 feet of me when I heard
a poise to my left. Glancing ont of the corner
of my eye I saw that one of the other bears
was coming for me from that side, There
wis no time for thought; what was to be done
must be done instantly,

“At dismounting I had dropped old Charlie’s
rein. In an instant I had gathered it op and
slipped into my saddie. Old Charlie must have
made about 20 feet at the first luange., I gath-
ored mysell together, and as the borse eirelod
anronnd the last one I put three ballets into him
at short range, but did not knock him down,
The old she bear was following me up grunting
like an enraged bouar:; I took aunother shot at
ber, putting a bullet right through her heart,
but she stiil came on, with the bloody foam
flying out of her mouth and the blood spurting
in a stream from her last wound at every
step.

“She followed me fully 200 yards, growing
visibly weaker at every shamile, I had,inthe
meantime, tanken a couple of shots at her over
the horse’s tail, At last she stopped and lay
down, too sick to go further, but ready to fight
still if the way she looked toward me was any
indieation.

“Secing it was all up with ber I began to
look arvound for the second one I had shot, Ile
hud dragged himself up the slope, leaving a
broad trail beliind him. I soon overtook him
and n shot behind the foreleg sottied his case.
The first lay where he dropped, quite dead.

“When I examined the old she bear I found
more than a dozen old bullet wounds on her,
It wag doubtless the one my men had wmet and
that bad beon the terror of the country, The
fourth one I did not seo after the first shot, it
baviog, in all probability, struck up into the
thick timber of the range.”

oo
Spiritual Authority.

Charles Dudley Warner lives in Hartford,
next door to Mark Twain, upon whom he
ealled one day and invited him toa walk, The
humorist was inclined to refluss the invitation,
whercupon Warner cited scriptural aothority
in support of his request, quoting Matthew,
5, 41: "And whosoever shall compel thee to go
& mile, go with him, Twain.”

“Don’t Tobacco Spit or Smoke Your Life
Awny."

Name of little book just received—tells about
Notobue, the wonderful, harmless, economical
cure for chewing, smoking, cignret or snuil
habit. Yon ran no physical or fluaucial risk,
for Nulobae is absolotely guaranteed to cure or
money refunded. Your draggist's got it or
will get it, Write for the book—mailed free.
THE STERLING ReMepy Co., Box 3, Indiana

United States, aud there was no doubt in the
miud of Santa Apsa that this great feat conld
be accomplished with comparative ease. Gen,
Taylor, with his 5,000 men, prepared for the
anuequal contest, and not only defended himself
snecessfully, but won a substantial victory from
his aggressive antagonistsand drove them from
the battlefield of Buena Vista.

“‘Somse time after the battle was fought and
the Mexican war concluded, Gen. Taylor was
critieized for having made no preparations for
the retreat of his army in the event of defeat.
Gen, Taylor promptly replied: *I made every
preparation necessary for the battle of Buena
Vista. I wrote my willand s6 did nearly avery
man in my army. If we hud not won that bat-
tle we would have needed mno lines of retreat.
It was, from our standpoint, victory or anni-
hilation, The ounly preparation necessary for
the contingeney of defeat at Boena Vista was
tbat we shounld write our wills,””

e R o
Canada Would Be Ours,

Gen. Sir George Chesney, epeaking in Lon-
don the other day oo the defense of the Em-
pire, said be thought that pone of the colonies
wera in daoger of aitack, except Canads, where
the serious question must be considered of how
a defense conld be maintained along the great
line of the American frontier.

“ God forbid,” he said, “ that we shonld ever
guarrel with the United States, bnt it is im-
possible to doubt that if such a quarrel should
bappen and the United States become aronsed
80 as to carry the quarrel to the bitter end, the
position would be extremely serious.

“The Awmericans in time of emergeney are
capabie of great things, and in such a case [
believe it would be quite impossible for us to
give Canada such effective aid as wounld prevent
the United States from occupyivg Canada.
Happily, the attitude of Americans is essen-
tially peaceful, and unless we were at war with
the United States Canada is absolutely impreg-
pable."”

American Noles,
[Puck. ]

The son of Albion stood gazing at the group
of men in frout of the “Bon Teon Temple of
Bacchus” with deep interest, Excitement was
ruoning high at Red Dog. It was the day of
election, and a reform ticket was in the feld.

“Alkali Ike, ain’t yer goin' ter vote fer
Hank Bitters and moral methods?” cried a
red-bearded enthusiast,

“The hull ticket ’Il be bLeat,” replied the
party addressad ; *“I'li be hanged ef 1do!”

And then the intelligent British tourist drew
out his tablet and wrote—* Note: In Amerieca,
after an election, the friends of the defeated
candidate are taken out aud lynched.”

A New Rifle.

The Chiefl Surgeon of the REoumanian army
has been making grewsomoe experiments with
the new Mannlicher rifle, with which the
forces are being equippad. He placed o num-
ber of human bodies in rows, like soidiers on
the field of battle. At 600 metres, five bodies
were placed a balf-yard behind each other. A
single bullet went through thres bodies in sue-
cession. Upon the soft parts of the bodies the
wounds were, perhaps, less serions than those
inflicted by the old-fashioned rifles, the hole
made by the bullet beiug smaller and more
even; but, on the whoele, the injuries are far
more terrible. The range of the new rifles is
about two and a half miles.

Ouly a Few,

Aberdeen, when her husband was Lord-Lien-
tenant, to tea at a gardem-party in Dublin.

there mauy Home-Rulers here to-day?” And
the Judge, whosuceeeds in preserving his brogue
in perfection, answered gruffly: “There's just
yerself an’ the waithers, me lady.”

===
RETRIBUTION.

How well I remember last Fall at the rally,
I marched in the line with the workin' min,
sure,
And felt just as proud as a king at behounldin®
The full of the rich and the rise of the poor.

Sure, that’s what they tould we was miunt by the
victory,
An' no wonder that I was elated that,
As I stipped to the musio just like an old soger,
An' wore » big rovsbter on the top @' me hak

I envied the boss wid his riches and comforts,
No stiare of the protits 1'd git, if agin’

I voted to kape up the tariff, that only
Protected the bosses and burdened the min,

Ah, shure, I'll get aven now wid ye, mv honeys,
I'll vote, just ns sure ns my nunme it is Pat,
For Grover, and thin, nd the ratification,
1'll wear a bug rooshter on top 0" me hat,

I done if, bad luck to the day an' the hour,
I'd like to reeall thut same vole if I could,
And onve ngain hear the old sthame whistle
soundin’
That ealled me to work when the times they
were good,

The boss hie looks worrled, the foreman fs sour,
The old mili's deserted and gloomy at that,

An’ ull I bave lift for my share of the glory
1s the ould Latthered roosbter 1 wore ou me habk

I mustered up courage one day, to spake to him,
An' ask him how long we'd be idie. You see
The miil has been closed for a mounth, and loafin’
Wid pot s cont coomin' was tellin’ on me,

He says to me, " Paut, you an’ T will both saffer;

Me bizness is erippled, me credit is flat,

But if yez git hungry, yez know," he said slyly,

*” l'clu: cailnte tha ould rovsbiter yex wore on your
1l
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EUDY'S PILESUPPOSITORY is guarantesd
to curs Pilos and Counstipation, or money re-
fuuded. 50 cents per box. Send stamp for cir-
cularand Free Sampleto MARTIN RUDY, Lun-

Mineral Springs, Ind. Ageuis wanted.

It was Lord Morris's privilege to take Lady |

Lady Aberdeen, who had mot long arrived in |
Ireland, asked, with her engagiog smile: “Are |

Foolish
Woman!
You can’t
spare the
time to
measure
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that
helps us, but it's lucky for you
that an overdose of Pearline
does no harm. It's only
extravagance. Beware of a
dose of the imitations. You
can get just as good work
with enough Pearline as with
too much. Use itas it ought
to be used, and don’t waste
it, and you can't think that it's
expensive. To get the best
results from Pearline, use
it just as directed. You'll save
| more of everything than with
anything else. If your grocer
sends you an imitation, return
it, please. 538

11
e

14 KARAT

CGLD PLATE

CLY TS o0T and send it 19 us
Witk yuur name and address and w
Wil aend 3o iy wateh by express
forexamination. A Guaraates
For & Years and chain nnd
charm ment with (£ Yonez-
Rmine T and M yoa think ig
a bargain pay our sample
price, B.75, and it is vousrs,
it Is beautifmliy engraved
B and warranted the bes? tima-
ceeper in the Workd ‘or the
money snd equsi n appear
thee (o & gensine Sald
Guld Wateh, Wrae today,
this ofer will not appear

again.
THE
I NATIONAL MFQ,
—AND-
IMPORTING CO.

3734 Dezanrsonn Sr.,

CHICAGO, ILL.
Mention The National Tribune,

GRATFFUIL-COMFPORTING,

EPPS'S GOGOA.

BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

"Bra thorough knowledgs of the natnreal Inte
which govern the operations of digestion and mutels
tion, and by a careful application of the fine propes
tles of well-sslected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided oug
breakfust tacles with a delicately flavored veverage
which may save us many heavy doctors’ bille. Itls b
the judicious use of such articies of die: Luat & cons
tution may be grdually bullt up until strong enouch
Lo resint every endsney o disease. Hundredds of subile
maladles are floating aroand us ready to attack wiee
ever thers 8 aweak point. We may escape maay &
fatal siaaft by keeping ourseives well foriided with
pure blood and & properly nourished Came—" Cicd
Service (Gogette.”

Made simply with bolling water or milk. Sold
only in half-ponnd tins, by Grocers, labelled thus:

JANES LIPS & Co., Hum@opsthic Chemists,

Loudon, Englaad;

A SOLID GOLD RIXS FREE!
T0 GIRLS, &2
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tiful solid gold rings
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tifnirings? Send righSavay as we want oniy ona girl
in each neighborhood, Wo have given away over 15008
mngsthe past two vears. Address,

L M. ASSOCIATION, 289 Pearbora St., Chicago, IlL
BMeution The Natiopal Tribams

IF YOU WANT

Work that Is pleasant and profitabis send nw youg
address immediately, We teach men and women
how to earn from §5.00 per day (o 1,000 per year withe
out having had previous experience, and fiirnish the
| employment at which they can make that smount
Caplial unnecessary; » tnal will cost you uothing
Write to-day.
E. U. ALLEN & €90., Box 1095,
Augusia, Me,
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_ATTENTION. COMRADES!

For one dollar I will send recipe for roaking s stom-
ach, blood, liver and kliney « which cannot be
excetled @ which cas be made for a dollar & gallon.
Auy ordimary drug store Keeps ihe lugredients. Ine
vest a doliar and save payicg doectar’s bill. Address
S E. CHANDLER, 728 East 15th St,, Min-
meapoiis, dino.
Meution The National Trioane,
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lng Dr. Haines' Golden Speeifie. It can ba
given without the knowledge of the patient, if
desired, in coffee, tea or articles of food. Cures
naranteesd. Send for circulars, GOLDEN
PECIFIC CO.. 185 Rave St Cinecinoall, @,
BY" The Only Cure. Bowares of Imitators.
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AGENTS MAKE MONEY
Selling the New Moon Embroidery Ring, for all Kiuds
of funcy work, daming and mending. Good profits
and a clear fieid. Samy salled
The Ohio Nowvelty Co., Ik 35, Clicinusil, ‘A

e utnl full particulars
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