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TURNING POINT.

exaggerated, tells the story of McCook’s
defeat. It reads:

“ We have just completed the killing,
capluring and breaking up of the entire
raiding party under Gen. McCook ; sope
950 prisoners, two pieces of artillery and
1,200 horses and equipments captured.”

McCook here lost his captured Con-
federates, but reported from Turner's
Ferry to Sherman a loss to himself of
but 600.

Gen. Stoneman, for some unaccount-
able reason, did not carry out Sherman’s
instructions as they were given. Coming
from Deecatur, he did not meet McCook
near Jonesboro. Instead of that, he

A

Sherman Playsa Waiting Game
with His Opponent.

o W, passed off behind the Ocmulgee and
A CONTROVERSY. went down on the eastern bank.
et Another recorded Confederate dis

patch from Macon shows the result of
this raid :

“ Gen, Stoneman, after

HAVING HIS FORCE ROUTED,

yesterday surrendered with 500 men;
the rest of his men are scattered and
flying toward Eatonton. Many have
been already killed and captured.”

Col. Adams with but small loss came
back to us from Stoneman, but Col.
Capron’s Brigade suffered more, was
scattercd, and returned to Sherman in

Bombardment which Nearly
Caused Hood's Surrender.

— —

By
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Major-General.

TIX. JONESBORO.—THE CAMPAIGN,

divined his object, moved in pursuit,
overtook him at an early hour, attacked,
and forced him to retreat, after sustain-
ing considerable loss in killed, wounded,
and pris6ners.”

Hood acknowledges the burning of
the Joneshoro depot, the cutting of the
telegraph wires, and the destruction of
a mile and a half of railway. Thus the
estimates of these Generals—Kilpatrick
and Hood—differ! Two days after
Kilpatrick’s return one would hardly
believe that he had been defeated at all.
His memory and his imagination were
often in conflict, but we all liked his
bright face and happy stories,

Meanwhile the work of extending our
lines had gone on. Heod’s intrench-
ments followed suit, ever protecting his
railroad, a vital line of supply. When
Schofield and Palmer went to our right,
Bate and Cleburne went to Hood’s left.
An unfortunate controversy arose about
this time to further annoy our good
General.

With the hope of striking Hood’s line
of supplies—i. e., the Macon Railway—
without too much detour, Sherman put
upon Schofield the special work of

STRIKING A HEAVIER BLOW
than those we had been able to deliver

HE BATTLE OF

* Ezra Chorch was a
See turning point in the
Atlanta cam-
paign. Hood was
. very naturally sore
after his three ter-
rific though in-
= effective blows; the |
R first delivered at
Peachtree Creek,
the second acainst MePherson the 224
of July. and the third at Ezra Church
281l These were so disastrous that |

he determined, for a season at least, to wori\ s,
keen his main body on the defensive. | - £s
Sherman, too, though t'nmiazir:iti\'t-?}‘ | w pp— \&:'MTROCA,
specessful in the issue of these engage- | :
ments, was made more cautious by con- | A
':-ldt I;l'i'.:" losses and llmui‘:‘ boldness.

Kenesaw bad taught its dreadful lesson,
and Sherman had become unwilling to
attack thoroughly-prepared lines of in-
trenchment. He bad by experience
learned how to interpret Joe Johnston,
but he felt remarkably uncertain as to
what the peculiar Hood would under-
take next

When my command, the Army of the
Tennessce, moved around to the west of
Atlanta with a view of getting possession
of those railroads leading out of the
city southward, our General had in mind
& conjoint action of his cavalry, which
indecd onght to have been more success-
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ful. He then had three cavalry divis-
ions of considerable strength—Ed. Me-

Cook’s, 3,500 efiectives, at the time at | § I 2
Turner's Ferry, where the Chattahoo- ragments. Hood was not long in re-

. . 5 . airing the damage done by our cav-
chee was bridged ; Stoneman’s, 2,500, I € 8 y

: . alry.
and Garrard's, 4,000, at or near Decatur, | = g, in his Narrative insists that his
on his left. | S e

T 2 e . ., cavalry was superior toours. He avers,
—" 1.“.“'}:31 S l? Sherman B.mmfl however, that hLis was not really cav-
prior to Ezra Church, expressed in his alry, but “mounted infantry.” I sus-
own words: - f'('d that the habit of ﬁghting dismount-
“My plan of action was to move the

Army of the Tennessee to the right rap-
idly

2nd boldly arainst 11 Iroad be  transportation from point to point was

idly and boldly against the railroad be- | (4 0" he was considering, and not the

low Atianta, and at the same time 10| qoq oo of armament.

send all the cavalry around by the right Hood promptly tricd Sherman’s plan

g 1'“, to make a Jodgment on the | op a larger scale. Forrest and Wheeler

Macofi Railroad about Jonesboro. with abundant horses were sent against
We have seen bow the Army of the

Tennessee marched and fought at Ezra
Church without reaching the Macon Rail-
road. The cavalry, except Garrard’s,
bad received its orders, and set forth to
carry them out.  Sherman now for three
or four daye strengthened his right flank
by putting two iufantry divisions of
Thomas's (Baird’s and Davis'’s, of Pal-
mer's Corps,) in rear of my right flank

for a reserve.  Perbaps he boped Hood

ta aud Nashville; Forrest
as sanguine as Sherman, in bis Narra-
tive says: “I was hopeful that the
combined movement would compel

Sherman to retreat for want of supplies,

full upon his rear with our main body.”
But these efforts of the Confederate
cavalry were as effectually thwarted by
Sherman Hoods own had been.
Hood had to acknowledge that he could

Ve
ey ]

| sufficient force at important points on
| the line to compel our retreat.
| Sherman, after this sad experiment,
declared that our cavalry “Could not,
or would not, make a sufficient lodg-
ment on the railroad below Atlanta,
and that nothing would suffice but for
us to reach it with the main body.”
After the return of Ed MeCook and
the other commanders, Sherman, with
marvelous quickness, had our horse re-
organized and resupplied. He formed
it into three divisions, under Garrard,
McCook, and Kilpatrick. The latter,
with

Gex. Joux M. PALMER.

HIS OPTIMISTIC NATURE

and fearless enterprise, Lad come back
to us after the healing of his wound.
Hood had stripped himself of the bulk
of his cavalry, and eent it back against
our depots, stations, and bridges ; then
Sherman tried one more raid, using the
energy of our eanguine Kilpatrick.
That General made his march with
promptness, but soon came back. His

would come out again and attack us;
but
BHERMAN WAR MAINLY WAITING

for “the effect of this cavalry movement |
against the railroad about Jonesboro.”

The Sfirst report that came to him,
Aug. 1,1 the eflect that Ed. McCook's
Division had been defeated and captured, |
be stoutly discredited and disbelieved ;
yel he took prompt action in view of the
possibility of such & disaster. He put all | report elaimed three miles of railway-
the garrisons guarding eur depots and | track destroyed wnear Jonesboro, the
communications on the qui vive, brought | capture of four cannon, spiking three
Schoficld’s troops around to and beyond | and bringing one; three hunlq-ﬂ;z;rﬁ and
my right, and had Thumas send there | 70 prisoners of war. His visit, however,
also the whole of Palmer’s Fourteenth | he owned, was shortened by encounter-
Corps, Garrard doing what be could with | ing a brigade of Confederate cavalry
bis emall cavalry force to take care of | and an infantry division. Hood’s ac-
Thomae’s left near Atlanta count of this opcratiuu is brief and in-

Ed McCook bhad done well at the | teresting:
first onset.  He struck the railroad and “ The 19th of August, at 3:30 a. m.,
did much damage, and finding no eo- | Gen. Kilpatrick was reported to be
operation from Stoneman, drifted back | moving via Fairburn in the direction
with over 400 priconers to Newnan. | of Jonesbore. Gen. Jackson (the Con-
Thence Confederate Wheeler's dispateh, | federate who led the residue of the cav-
dpubtless under the excitement slightly | alry after Wheeler's departure) quickly

AROUXD ATLANTA.

ed and using the horses mostly for |

our long line of supply between Atlan- |
above |
and Wheeler below Chattanooga. Hood, |

and thus allow me an opportunity to |

' Sherman’s opinion of Gen. Palmer is
| given
| Dot any where in our rear |uing In;.:clhs_'r |

gince Ezra Chapel. In addition to Ed
McCook’s small division of cavalry and
his own Twenty-third Corps, Sherman
directed Gen. Palmer, with his Four-
teenth Corps, to report to him and be
under his leadership. He was also to
have a fair proportion of artillery. Scho-
field, after making twoor three attempts
to carry out Sherman’s wishes—for they
were wishes rather than orders—the
evening of the 5th reported to Sherman
in these remarkable words :

“] am compelled to acknowledge that
I bave totally failed to make any ag-
gressive movement with the Fourteenth
Corps. I have ordered Gen. Johnson’s
Division to replace Gen. Hascall’s this
evening, and I propose to-morrow to
take my own troops (Twenty-third
Corps) to the right and try to recover
what has been lost by two days' delay.
The force may likely be too small.”

While Palmer was thoroughly willing
to co-operate with Schofield, he refused
to carry out his instructions, claiming
that he himself was the senior. Gen.

: in his Memoirs, stating that
“Gen. Palmer was a man of ability, |
but was not enterprising. His three
divisions were compact and strong, well :'
commanded, admirable on the defensive,
but slow to move or to act on the ofien-
give.”

Upon Gen. Palmer insisting that
Schofield had no proper right to com-
mand him, Sherman took the relative
rank of the two Generals under consid-
eration, and decided that, as their com-
missions were of the same date, Schofield
was actually the senior “ by reason of
his previous superior rank of Brigadier-
General.”

This decision, coupled with some com-
plaints of Sherman concerning the re-
cent movements of the Fourteenth Corps,
caused Palmer to tender his resignation.
This resignation, accompanied by a brief
leave of absence, was accepted, and
Brig.-Gen. Jeff’ C. Davis was promoted
to a Major-General and assigned by the
President to the command of ‘the corps.
Sherman remarks naively: “Thence-
forward I had no reason to complain of
the slowness or inactivity of

THAT SPLENDID CORPS,”

I knew nothing at the time of the
merits of the controversy, which occurred
at a most unfortunate time in face of the
enemy. It caused delay and loss to us.
I had always regarded Gen. Palmer as
a strong man, brave and resolute, ind of
good judgment. Under similar eircum-
stances to his, perhaps a little more ag-
gravating, I served under a junior for a
few hours, biding my time. Of course,
one must be guided by his own sense of
what is right; yet, in a case of doubt, he
ought to give the benefit to his country’s

BEIViCe,

Some glimpses of the other side show
how the enemy kept up his extension
and how we pushed our lines ever closer
and closer. The skirmishing along P.
Anderson’s and Claytop’s Divisions
amounted to almost an engagement for
a week. Hardee's Corps was pushed
to the left of Lee's to check Schofield’s
advance. On Aug. 7 Lee congratulated
Tyler’s Brigade, of Bate’s Division, for
repulsing three assaults of the Yankees
in the engagement of Aug. 6, in which
he ascribed to them a loss of a thousand
men, two colors, 400 small-arms, and
abundant intrenching tools, while their
own loss did not exceed 20 killed and
wounded.

Patton Anderson, who commanded a
Confederate division (lately Hindman’s)
opposite to Jeff C. Davis's Division and
Cox’s—these two holding all the rround
from my right to the Utoy Creck—has
sketched some pictures that give glimpses
of those long days and nights of the end-
less skirmishing and close fighting that
cost so many lives, yet

NEVER AMOUNTED TO A BATTLE.

His four brigades were placed there
opposite, in order from right to left, viz,,
Deas's, Brantley’s, Sharp’s, and Mani-
ganlt’s. He worked his division night
and day, till his intrenchments were as
strong as ours. At one point in front,
between Deas aud Brantley, the Yankees
established their gkirmish-line within 60
yards, and put in a battery with em-
brasures for six guns. Featherstone’s
guns on Loring’s left, and Deas’s skir-
mishers, hindered the Yankees fearfully;
but at last, by working nights, they (the
Union men) completed their battery.
They succeeded in getting one large
piece in place. Deas’s indefatigable
sharpshooters kept badk the other guns.
That one terrible gun began to fire. Its
cannonecrs could not be reached. “ Day
after day did they (the Yankees) use it
with damaging eflect upon our rifle-pits,
only 60 paces from its muzzle, frequent-
ly leveling the earth along the line for
40 or 50 yards, and literally covering
the men in the pits with the debris”
The damage was repaired at night. At
last, by a large comeert of action of
Confederate riflemen on the right and
left, the Yankees were forced to desist,

The Confederate aceounts give also
their method of gradually enlarging the
short pits 400 or 500 yards in advance
of the main line, and extending them
from one to the other till their skirmish-
line became itself as strong as a main
line. From the ist ~f August up to
the 25th, our men, t!e great ninjority of
them full of ingenuity, managed to make
themselves comfortable; and though they
were anxious to see gomething accom-
plished, yet their confidence in their
leaders gave them at all times a con-
tented appearance., They recuperated
their ranks to some extent, as many
recruits came up and recovered wound-
ed men returned.

The combat which was the subject of
8. D. Lee’s congratulations was a part
of Schoficld’s determined efforts to get

beyond Hood and seize upon the rail-

GEN. JEFF C. DAvIs.

roads. A division of the Twenty-third
Corps had undertaken a reconnoissance.
Reilly’s Brigade was on the lead. It
was followed by Casement’s Brigade in
gupport.  As it was pushing forward,
ascending a slope, its advance was im-
peded by the rough ground, the under-
brush, aud plenty of felled trees, and
doubtless to some extent broken up by
persistent pushing through them. They
found the enemy’s works strongly occu-
pied, as usual. They succeeded, how-
ever, in getting verynear them, and of
course a lively fusillude resisted their
approach. By careful manuvering of
the reserves, Cox soom withdrew Reilly’s
Brigade to safer ground, intrenching,
and getting the skirmish-line pretty close
up to the enemy’s position. Cox at this
time scems to have secured some advan-
tage and caused the abandonment of a
part of Hood’s intremnchments, but did
not succeed in accomplishing more.

At one period Sherman had heavy
guns brought up and bombarded the
city, carrying into it terror and destruc-
tion. This was not sufficient, however,
to induce Hood to surrender, but it did
cause the defacement, if not the com-
plete destruction, of that beautiful little
city; for it was small in those days.

(7o be continued.)

A Graln of Comfort,
[Washinglon Star.]

“This emacipated woman,” said Cholly
Cadkins, ‘‘may go 'wound in bloomers, you
know, but there’s one wespect in which she
cawn’t imitate us fellows.”’

“ What's that? 1

““8he cawn’t woll her bloomers up at the
ankles when it wains in London, don't you
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ORDERS TO STONE.

The Critical Point in Devens's

Reconnoissance.
BAD POSITION,

Col. Baker not Able to Accom=

plish a Rescue.

-_——

purpose as far as he eould under cover
of the night without being observed by
the enemy.

taking some 20 men with liim, erossed
the river, and ascending the bluff by the
winding pathway, started in the diree-
tion of Leesburg with orders to push for-
ward to within #mile or so of the town,
if he could, without being discovered by
the enemy, then return and report.

After marching about a mile toward
Leesburg Capt. Philbrick’s party re
turned and reported a camp of the
enemy, some 30 teuts, apparently un-
protected. When this fact was reported
to Gen. Stone he immediately

RESOLVED TO CAFIURE THE CAMP,

and accordingly issued the following
order to Col. Devens:

Hzangranrees Conps or OmsravaTion, )
Poorssvirie, Mowrgouexy Couvsry, Mo, )
Oct. 20, 1861; MW pm. )

Bpecial Order,
Col. Devens will eroma the river and land op-

EFEAT AND|
disaster are things |
which perbhaps few |
goldiers care to

chronicle, and yet |
in the history of |
warfare we find few |
battles were ever|
fought without de-
feat or disaster. In
faet, it is in either
of these that we im-
mediately recognize
both the true worth
and bravery of the
true soldier. It is
here in the hour of defeat or disaster
that we discover the self-sacrificing spirit
of the true soldier better perhaps than
at any other time or place. The men
who shout the loudest in the hour of vie-
tory are not necessarily better soldiers
than those who rush forward silently to
the assistance of their comrades in the
hour of defeat. It is certainly not their
tault if victory is not won.

Now, while much has been said and
written in reference to that disastrous bat-
tle fought on the picturesque Ball's Bluff,
overlooking the old Potomae, Oct. 21,
1861, it may not be out of place, even
at this late date, especially in view of
the many untruthful and conflicting
statements that Lave from time to time
been made in reference to it, to state just
how the battle was brought on and how
foughtand lost. The writer participated
in the battle, and was among the last
purty under the command of that gal-
lant officer, Capt. Timothy O'Meara, to
surrender to the enemy at 12 o’clock on
the night of the battle. [ will endeavor
to state as accurately as possible what
took place from the beginning to the end
of that battle.

The following is an order from the
Headquarters of the Army of the Poto-
mac to Gen. Charles P. Stone, command-
ing the troope in the vicinity of Pooles-
ville, Md., which will, in & measure,
explain

WHY THE MOVEMENT WAS MADE

and for what purpose:

Ocr. 20, 1861,
Brig.-Gen, StoxEg, Pooleaville, Md,

Gen. MceClellan desires me to inform you that
Gen. MeCall ocoupred Drainsville yesterday,
and ia still there. Will send out heavy recon-
noissances to-day in all directions from that
point. The General desires that you keep &
good lookout upon Leeshurg to ses if this

movement bas the effect to drive them away.
Perhapas a slight demonstration on your part
would bave that efioct, A. V. CoLBuRxN,
Assistant Adjotant-General,
In compliance with the foregoing
order Gen. Stone immediately issued the
following order to Col. Devens, com-
manding the 15th Mass,, a part of which
were at this time doing picket duty on
Harrison’s Island :
HespquarTirRs Corps oF OBSERVATION,
PooLEsVILLE, MoNTGOMERY CoUNTY, MD,,
Ocr. 20, 1561.
CoroNrL: Yon will please send orders to the
eannul to have the two new flithoats now there,
opposite the island, transferred to the river,
aud will, at 3 o'clock p. m., have the island re-
inforced by all your regiments now on doty on
the canal, and New York battery. The pickets
will be replaced by the companies of the 19ib
Muss., now there.
CHag. P. StoxE, Brigadier-General.
Col. Cizarres DevENS, commanding 15¢h Mass, |
In accordance with the above orders
Col. Devens immediately began crossing
that portion of his regiment mentioned
in the order,- and about 3 o'eclock on
Sunday evening, Oct. 20, there were five
companies of his regiment on Harrison’s

N
\ 7 //

o :-"
Y Z4

Corn. E. D. BAgER.

Island. Those companies were A, C, G,
H and I. After crossing the river Col.
Devens reported the fact to Gen. Stone,
who immediately ordered hinf to send
one of his Captains (Philbrick), with a
small body of men, across the Virginia
branch of the river, ascend the bluff and
make a reconnoissance in the direction

| ens,

posite Harrison's Island with five companies of
bhis regimoont, and wiil proceed to surprise the
eamp of the enemy, discovered by Capt. Fiuil-
brick, in the direction of the town of Lessbarg
Va. Thalanding of the trops and the march will
be affected with silenes and rapidity. Col. Lee,
20th Mass, Vole, will immediately after Col,
Devens's departare cecupy Harrison's [aland
with foar companies of his regiment, and will

| emuse the jour-sared boat to be taken across the

island 0 the peint of departare of Col. Dev-
OUne ecompany will be thrown across to
occapy the hights on the Virginia side. Afer
Col. Devens's departure, to cover his return,
two mountsin howitzers will be taken silently
up the tow-path and to the oppesite side of the
island, under the orders of Col. Lee. Col,
Devens will attack the eamp of the snemy at
daybreak, and having routed them will parsne
them aa far a3 he deems prodent, and will de-
stroy the camp. if practicable, before return-
ing. He will make all the observations possi-
ble on the country, and will, ander al! circum-
stances, keep his command well in band, and
not sacrifice them to any supposed advantage
of rapid pursuit. Having accomplished this
duaty, Col. Devens will return to his present
position, unless he shall see one on the Vir-
ginia side, near the river, which he ean aon-
doubtediy hold nntil reinforced, and one which
ean besuccessfully held againat largely superior
nombers; in which case he will hold on and
recort, CHaRLES P, STONE,
Brigadier-Geueral.

In compliance forthwith Col. Devens
began crossing the Virginia branch of
the river about 12:30 o'clock a. m. on
the morning of the 21st inst., and by 4
o’clock all his troops were on the Vir-
ginia side. Col. Devens immediately
followed his men. After landing in
Virginia, however, the Colonel lost his
way, and it took him a half hour or
more to find his men.

Immediately after the departure of
Col. Devens, and as soon as the boats re-
turned to the island shore, Col. Lee, of
the 20th Mass.,, began crossing with one
company of his regiment, about 100
men. Col. Lee and his men arrived on
top of the bluff’ about 5 o’clock a. m.,
and immediately reported to Col. Dev-
ens, in order that he (Devens) eould
march his troops forward. A little

=
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I Col. Devens, after placing his troops in

When darkness set in Capt. Philbrick,

— -

.

what he cousidered a strong pesition in
the woods, selected a strong recomnoitare
ing party, and went forward some dise
tance in the direction of Leesburgto the
| top of a knoll in full view of Leesburg
and the surrounding country, and there
in broad daylight began making obser-
vations of the country in full view of the
watchful and concealed enemy.
What took place here is perhupo bete

[ |

ter told in Cal. Devens's own statement
&1 ¢lore Lhe I::‘b -:.-.-uliug Comrm't-
tee of the 87th ( ngress on the Cone-
luet of the Wae, pages 403 to 412. He
smys We ved about for some timey

| selecting various points of observation
I for the parpose of ascertaining what wag
n, recotinolienng the countty A8
an could, getting s good
[ an idea of it as possible, in order to be
able to answer any questions that mighs
be asked me on my return. Afterthis X
returned to my regiment in the woods
At this time I deemed it my duty o res
port, as my force had not been discovered
and | was in & good pesition and well
rotected.” =
Let me here remark that nothing could
be obcerved from the point of observation
| selected by Col. Devens but what was ale
ready observed from the hill on the
Maryland side of the river, and while it
may be possible Col. Devens’s troops
| were not at that time discovered by the
enemy, there is no doubt whatever both
himself and his reconnoitering party

£ Do vy

thor *hily we

Gex. CHARLES P. STONE.

were being closely watched. Some of
the Mississippians asked us after capture
WHO WAS THAT GENERAL OFFICER

whom they saw early in the morni
going around as if selecting the

| for a battlefield. The (g.o cone
tinued : “ Accordingly I directed the
Quartermaster of the regiment to returm
to Gen. Stone as rapidly as possible and
report the camp all a mistake, and thas
I was well posted in the woods, cone
cealed, and awaited his further orders

“ Alter the Quartermaster left, possie

1 oot
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after 5 o'clock, everything being in
readiness, C'ol. Devens ordered his men
forward. Capt. Philbrick, having re-
ported the discovery of the camp on the
previous night, was in consequence given

the right of the line of advance imme-
put in motion.

placing them in what he considered the
best position to accomplish the object in
view, after which he awaited the devel-
opment of events. When the head of
Col. Devens’s column arrived ai the
point where the camp of the previous
night was supposed to be seen, wifich
was perhaps one mile in advance of
where Col. Lee’s men were posted,
- NO CAMP COULD NOW BE SEEN.

The cause of the mistake, however, for
such it was, was very evident; for even
through the reflecting light of the early
morning, coming through the lower
branches of a row of tall trees, a reflecting

light was cast on the ground as if tents |
were there, at first sight. ILven in the

early morning this reflection did seem
like a row of tents. A very sad mistake |
this proved in the light of subsequent |
events.

It was thought by many officers at the
time that if Col. Devens at this point had
used a little more diseretion and seted
more in accordance with the orders re-
ceived, and, upon finding that a mistake
had been made, had immediately re-

rted and asked for further orders, in

of the town of Leesburg, going for this

all probability there would have been

no disaster or cause for it at Ball's Blutf

MApr orF BALL'S BLUFP.

bly an hour, it might be perhaps 7:80
o’cloek, a body of riflemen, afterward
found to be Mississippi riflemen, were
observed to be going up on our right in
the direction of Conrad’s Ferry. I di-
rected Capt. Philbrick to pass over the

diately after Col. Devens’s eolumn was | slope in front and attack them as they
Col. Lee at once set to ) came around the edge of the woods,
work making disposition of his men, | Instead of coming directly they passed

down more into the plains, and Capt
Philbrick was obliged to follow them
farther. The arms we had were the old
smoothbore flint-lock musket altered to
& percussion, and it was necessary for
us to get pretty close to them.

“] accompanied Capt. Philbrick, and
suggested to him the opders, which were
all given by him. We pursued them
over this slope a little way, they falling
back until they got into the cover of &
diteh, or trench, and then the firing
commenced. The skirmish was a pretty
hot one. They were driven out of this
trench and then forced into a field,
which afforded them a very good ground,
indeed, because it was a field in which
the corn bad been cut and stood in
stacks. Of course, for an irregular force
it was just the place they wanted.

“In the meantime I sent back for
another company, intending to throw
it ever between the ememy and the
woods. But just before they came a
body of rebel cavalry was reported om
the left, coming from the direction of
Leesburg. I examined it as carefully
as I could (I had no glass with me) and
thourht it was probably a movement of
cavalry. At any rate, I thought there




