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OFFICIAL TREPORTS OF TIIINGS BEFORIE, DURING,
AND AFTER THE CONFLICT.
The Yierce Newspaper Assaults on Grant and Sherman.

GRANT MAINTAINED AN UNBROKEN SILENCE

-_— e —

(coryriGHT.)

CHAPTER X—(counlin wed ). l

BEADQUARTERS, STEANBOAT CONTINENTAL, }
Prrrsevec, March 18, 1062,
Dept. Rawrrxs, Assistant Adjutant-General
© to Gen. Grant,
ik - The Divicion Surgeon laving placed
gome 100 or more sick on board the Fanuy

: |
sullite, I bave permitted ber to take them to | L
¥ o : not more than a mile below, and landed there,

Savaunah, There is neither house nor build-
ing of any kind that can be used fora bospital
h(.‘l't.‘.

I hope to receive an order to establish float-
jng hospitals. but in the meantime, by the ad-
wice of the Surgeon, allow these sick men to
Jeave. Let me hope that it will meet your ap-
probation.

The order for debarkstion came while Gen.
Shermanu was absent with thyce brizades, aud
no wen are left to move the eflects ol these bri-
gades,

The landing, too, is small, with sur_ee?y any
chanee to incrense it ; therclore, there 18 a great
geoumulation of boats, Col. MeArthar hus ar-
rived, aud is now cutting a laudiug for him-
el

Gen. Sherman will retarn this evening. I
sm obliged 10 transgress, and write wyself in
the meantime,

Llespecifully yonr obedient servant,

J. H. Hamyoxn,
Assistant Adjuatunt-General,

P.S. 4 p. m—Just back; have been hall-
way to Coriuth and to Purdy. All right, Have
just rexd 1his leiter, and approve ail bat flost-
ing hospitals; Rezimental Surgeous can take
care of all sick, except chronic cases, which can
always be sent down to Paducab.

Magnificent plain for eamping and drilling,
end a military point of great strength. The
enemy has felt us twice, at great loss and de-
moraiization ; will report st leugth this even-
iug; am now much worn out,

W. T. Saeexan, Brigadier-General,
Beapguarrens Fixsr Divisios, Pirrs-)
pure Lanpixg, March 19, 1862, J
Capt. Rawrrxs, Assistaut Adjutant-General to
Gen. Grant, Savannah, Tean.

81 : 1 buve justreturned from an extensive
reconnoissance toward Corinth and Purdy, anid
g strongiy impressed with the importance of
this position, hoth for its lund advautages and
its strateric position. The ground itself admits
of casy defense bya small command, and yet
affords adwirsble csmping-ground for a huu-

Upon personal inspection, T attach little im
| portance to Chickasaw as a military position.
| The people, who had fled daring the approach
1 of the gunboats, returned to the willage, and
| snid the place had been occupied by one Ten-
| messee reziment and a battery of artillery from
| Pensacola, After remainingat Chickasawsome
hoars, all the boats dropped back to Eastport,

Eastport Landiuve during the late freshet must
buve been about 12 feet under water, but at the

HEADQUARTERS FirrE Division, CAMP SHI- }
LoH, April 10, 1862,
Capt. J. A. Rawrins, Assistant Adjutant-Gen-
eral to Gen. Grant,

S1e : 1 had the honor to report that, on Fri-
day the 4th inst,, the enemy’s cavairy drove in
our pickets, posted about s mile and a half in
advance of my center, on the muin Corinth
road, capturing one First Lieutenantand seven
men; that I caused a pursuit by the cavalry ol
my division, driving them back about five
miles, and killing many. On Saturday the
enemy’s cavalry was again very bold, coming
well down to our front; yet I did not believe
that they desizned anything but a strong dem-
onstration. On Sundaymorning early, the 6th
inst., the enemy drove our advance-guard back
on the main body, when I ordered underarms
all my division, and sent word to Gen. McCler-
nand, asking him to support my left; to Gen.
Prentiss, giving him notice that the enemy was
in our front in forece, and to Gen. Hurlbut,
asking bim to support Gen, Prentiss. At that
time—7 a. m.—my division was arranged as
follows:

First Brizade, composed of the 6th Towa, Col.
J. A. Mclhoweil; 40tk 111, Col. Hicks; 46th
Otiio, Col, Worthington; and the Morton bat-
tery, Capt. Dehr, on the extreme right, guard-
ing the bridge on the Purdy road over Owl
Creek.

Second Brigade, composed of the 55th III,
Col. D. Stuart; the 54th Ohio, Col. T. Kilby
<mith, and the Tlst Ohio, Col. Mason, on the
extreme left, guarding the ford over Lick Creek,

Third Brigade, composed of the 77th Olio,
Col. Hil ‘ebrand; the 534 Ohio, Col. Appler,
and the 57th Ohio, Col. Mungen, on the left of
the Corinth rouad, its right resting on Sniloh
Meeting-house,

Fourth Brigade, composed of the 724 Ohio,
Col. Bucklaud ; the 45th Ohio, Col. Sullivan,

and the 70th Ohio, Col. Cockrill, on the right
of Corinth road, its left resting on Shiloh Meet-
ing-house.

Two batteries of artillery—Taylor's ‘and
Waterhouse's—were posted, the former at
Shiloh, and the latter on a ridge to the left,
with a front fire over open ground between
Mungen's and Appler’s regiments. The cav-
alry, eight companies of the 4th 11, under
Col. Dickey, were posted in a large open field
to the left uand rear of Shiloh Meeting-house,
which I regarded as the center of my position,
Shvrtly atter 7 a. m., with my entire staff,
1 rode along a portion of our front, and when
in the open field before Appler's regiment the
enemy’s pickets oprned a brisk fire npon my
party, killing my Orderly, Thos. D. Holliday,
of Co. H, 2d Ill, Cav. The fire came from the

e

three guns of this (Waterhouse’s) battery.
Although our left was thus turued, and the
enemy was pressing our whole line, I deemed
Shiloh so important, that I remained by it and
renewed my orders to Cols. McDowell and
Buckland to hold thairground ; and wedid hold
these positions untii about 10 a. m.. when the

Gex. W. H. L, WALLACE,

enemy had got his artillery to the rear of ounr
left flank, and some rhange became absolutely
necessary. Two regiments of Hildebrand's
Brigade—Appler's and Mungen’s—had already
disappeared to the rear, and Hildebrand’s own
regiment was in digsurder, I therefore gave
orders for Taylor's battery—still at Shiloh—
to fall back as far as the Purdy and Hamburg
road, and for McDowall and Buckland to adopt
that road as their i®w line. I rode across the
angle and

MET BEUHR'S BATTERY AT THE CROSSROADS,

and ordered it immediately to come into bat-
tery, action right, Capt. Belir gave the order,
but he was almost immediately shot from his
horse, when drivers and gunners fled in dis-
order, carrying off the eaissons, and abandon-
ing five ont of six guns, without firing a shot.
Tho enemy pressed on, gaining this battery,
and we were again féreed to choose a new line
of defense, Hildebrand’s Brigade had substan-
tially disappeared from the ficld, though he
himself bravely remained. MecDowell’s and
Buckland’s Brigades maintained their organ-

izations, and were conducted by my Aids, so

i
TIELD OF SHILOH.
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dred thoussnd men. 1 will as soon as possihie
muke or cause 10 be mudea topographical sketch
of the po-ition. The only drawback is that, at |
this stage of water, the spuce for landing is
contracted too wuch for the immense ficel now
bere diccharging.

I will push the loading and nnloading of |
bouts, but sugeest that you send at once {(CaptL. |
Dodd, if possible,) the best Quartermaster you
cun, Lial be may cootrol and organize this
whole matter. 1 huve a good commissary, aud
will keep as few provisions afloat as pessible.

Yours et W. 1. BHEERMAN,

Brigadier-Generai Commuuding,

Eringranrree SgepMax’s ivision, CaMp
SfurioE, sear PiTisBUuG  LANDING,
Texx, April 2, 1862 I

Cepr. J. A. HawLixs, Assistant Adjotznt-Gen-

eral 10 Geu, Grant.
Biz: In obedience to Gen. Graut's instroc-
tions of March 31, with one section of Capt,

Muench’s Minnesotz battery, two I12-pound

bowitzers, & detachment of 5th Ohilo Caw, of 150 |
mwen, under Maj. Ricker, and two batialions of |

infsutry from the 57th and 77th Ohio, under
the command of Cols. Hildebrand and Muagen,
1 marched to the river and embarked on the

present staze the landing is the best I have seen
on the Tennessee River.

The levee is clear of trees or snags, and a
hundred boats could land there without con-

{ fusion,

The soil is of sand and gravel, and very firm.
The rond hack is hard, and at a distance of
ahout 400 vards from the water begin the gravel
bills of the conuntry, The 1nfantry scouts sent
out by Col. Hildebrand found the enemy’s cav-
| alry mounted, and watehing the laca road,
about twe miles back of Eastport. The dis-
tance to Joca iz only eight miles, and loea is
the nearest point and has the best road by
which the Charleston & Memphis Bailroad ean
be reached. I #ould obtain nocertain informa-
tion as to the strength of the enemy there, but
am satisfied that it would have bern folly to
| bave attempted it with my command., Our
object being to dislodge the enemy from the
butteries recently erected near Eastport, aud
| this being attained, I have returned, and re-
| port the river to be clear toaud beyond Chicka-
| saw.

1 have the bonor to be, vour obhedient serv-
ant, W. T. SuerMaAN,

Brigadier-General Communding Division.

Heapquarters Firra Division, Camp|
SHiLoH, April 5, 1862,
Capt. J. A. Rawriss, Assistant Adjntant-Gen-
eral, Distriet of Western Tennessee,

Sin: I bave the honor to report that yester-
dav about 3 p. m. the Lieutenant communding
and seven meu of the sdvance pickets impru-
dently advauced from their posts and were
captured. 1 ordered Maj. Ricker, of the 5th
Ohio Cav., to proceed rapidly to the picket
station, ascertain the truth, and act according

Brincr ox wHICH GeX. Lew WALLACKE'S
Troors CrosseD SxaAk®E CREEK.

steamers Empress and Tecumseh,
boat Cuiro did mot arrive at Pittsburg until
alter midulght, and at 6 & w. Capt. Bryant,
eommanding the punboat, notified me that he
was Teady Lo proceed up the river. [ followed,
keeping the transports within about 300 yards
of the gunboat. About 1 p. m. the Cyiro eom-
meneed shelling the battery above the mouth
of ludian Urcck, but clicited wo reply. She
procesded up the river steadily and cantionsly,
followed close by the Tyler and Lexinglon, sil
throwing shielis at the points where, on former
witits of the gunbouts the enemy’s batteries
were found, In this order all followed, Lill it
was demoustrated that all the enemy’s bat-
terivs, including that at Chickuasaw, were aban-
doned,

I ordered the battalion of infantry uvnder
©Col. Hildebrand to disembark at Eastport, and
with the other batialion procoeded to Chicka-
gawand landed. The battery at this point had
evidently besn abandoned some time, and con-
gisted of the remaius of an old Indian mound,

artly washed away. by the river, which had

cen foshioned into s two-gun buttery, with a
smull msgazine. The ground to its rear had
evidently been overflowed during the late
freshet, and led to the remzoval of the guns to
Eastport, where the batteries were on high,
clevated ground, accessible at all seasons frow
the country to the rear,

Published by permission of I, Appleton & Co,,

Liisliers of the Personal Memoirs of Geu, W. T.
eriLsau,

The gon- |

to circeumstances, He reached the station,
found the pickets had been captured, as report-
ed, and that 8 company of iufuntry sent by the
brigade commander had gone forward in pur-
suit of some ecavairy, He rapidly advanced
some two miles and fouud Lhem engaged,
charged the enemy and drove them along the
Ridge read, till he met and received three
discharges of artillery, when he very properly

me.

As soon as I heard artillery T advanced with
two regiments of infantry and took position,
and remsined until the scattered companies of
infautry snd cavalry had returued. This was
after might,

1 infer that the enemy is in some consider-
| able foree at Pea Ridge, that yesterday morn-
| ing they crossed s brigade of two regiments of
| infantry. one regiment of cavalry, and one
| battery of ficld-artillery, to the ridge on which
the Corinth road lies, They halted the infantry
and artillery at a point about five miles in my
front, sept a detachment to the lune of Gen.
| Meaks, on the north of Owl Creek, and the
cavalry down toward our camp. This eavalry
eaptared & part of our sdvaunce pickets, and
alterwards eéngaged two companies of Cdl,
Buckisnd's regiment, as described by him in
his report herewith inclosed. Our cavalry
drove them back upon their artillery and in-
| fantry, killing many, aud bringing off 10 pris.
| oners, all of the 1st Ala. Cav., whom I send to

yon,

We lost of the pickets one First Lieutenant
and seven men of the 70th Ohio (list inclosed);
one Major, one Lieutenant, and one private
of the 77'h Ohio, taken prisoners; eight pri-
vates wounded (names in full, embraced in
report of Col. Buckland, inclosed herewith).

We tock 10 prisoners, and left two rebels
wounded and many killed on the Geld.

1 have the houor to be, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN,
| | Brigadier-Gengral, commaunding Divisiqn,

y { and strong support to his rear.
wheecled under cover, and returocd till he mot |

Map or THE FIELD OF SHILOMW.

bushes which line a small stream that rises in
the field in front of Appler's camp, and flows
to the north along my whole front.

This vailey afforded the enemy partial cover;
but our men were 50 posted as to have a good
fire at them as they crossed the valley and
ascended the rising ground on our side,

About B a. m, 1 saw tiie glistening bayonets
of heavy mas<es of infantry to our left front
in the wouids heyond the small stream alluded
to, and became sutisfied for the first time that
the enemy designed a determined attack on our
whole camp,

All the regiments of my division were
then in line-of-battle at their proper posts. [
rode to Col, Appler, and ordered him to hold
his ground st all buzards, as he held the left
flank of our first line-of-battle, and I informed

Grx. T. L. CRITTENDEN.
him that he had a good battery on his right,

Gen. MeCler-
nand had prowmptly and energetically re-
sponded to my request, and had sent me three
regiments, which were posted to protect Water-
house's battery and the left R8ank of my line,

THE BATTLE OPENED BY THE ENEMY'S BAT-
TERY,

in the woods to enr front, throwing shells into
our eamp. Taylor's and Waterhouse's batteries
promptly responded, and I then observed heavy
battalions of infantry passing obliquely to the
left, across the open field in Appler's front;
also, other coluamns advaneing directly upon
my division. Our infantry and artillery
opened along the whole line, and the battle be-
came general. Other heavy masses of the
enemy’s forces kept passing across the field to
our left, and directing their course on Gen.
Prentiss. 1 saw at onece that the encmy de-
signed to pars my left flank, and fall upon
Gens. MeClernand and Prentiss, whose line of
enmps wad almost parallel with the Teunnessee
River, and about two miles back from it. Very
soon the sound of artillery and muogketry an-
nounced that Gen. Prentiss was engaged; and
about 9 2. m. I judged that he was failing back.
About this time Appler's regiment broke in dis-
order, followed by Muangen’s regiment, and the-
enemy pressed forward on Waterhouse's battery
thereby exposed. : :

The three Illinols regiments in immediate
 support of this battery stood for seme time;
but the enemy’s advauce was so vigorous, and
the fire so severe, that when Col. Raith, of the
43d 111, received a severs wound and fell from

his horse, his regiment and the others mani-
fested disorder, and the cuemy got possession of

I
I

{ tanece during the rest of the day.

as to join on Gen. MeClernand’s right, thus
abandoning my original camps snd line, This
was aboot 10:30 a. m.; at which time the en-
emy had made a furions attack on Gen. Me-”
Clernand’s whole front. He struggled most
determinedly, but, finding bim pressed, I
moved McDowell’'s Brigade directly against
the left flank of the enemy, forced him back
some distance, and then directed the men to
avail themselves of every cover—trees, fallen
timber, and a wooded valley to our right. We
lield this position for fonr long hours, some-
times gaining and at others losing ground;
Gen. McClernand and myself acting in periect
coneert, and struggling to-maintain this line,
While we were 8o hard pressed, two Jowa regi-
ments approached from the rear, but could vot
be brought up to the severe fire that was raging
in our front, and Gen, Grant, who visited uson
that ground, will remember our sitnation about
3 r. m,; but about 4 p. m. it was evident that
Hurlbut's line had been driven back to the
river; and knowing that Gen. Lew Wallace
was coming with reinforeements from Crump’s
Landing, Gen, McClernand and I, on consulta-
tion, seiected a new line of defense, with its
right ecovering a bridge hy which Gen, Wallace
bud to approach. We fell back as well as we
could, gathering in addition to our own such
scuttered forees as we counld find, and formed
the new line,

Doring this change the enemy’s cavalry
charged us, but

WERE HANDSOMELY REPULSED
by the 20th Ill. The 6th Ohio battery, which

had come up, rendered good servies 1n holding
the enemy in check for some time, and Muj,
Tarlor also came up with another battery and
got into position, jost in time to get a good
flank fire vpon the enemy’s column, as he
pressed on Gen, McClernand’s right, cheeking’
hisadvance; when Gen, McClernand's Division
made a fine charge ¢ the enemy and drove
him back into the ravines to our front and
right, 1 had a cledr fieid about 200 yards wide,
in my immediate front, and contented myself
with keeping the enemy’s infantry at that dis-
‘ In this posi-
tion we rested for the might. My command
Liad become decidediy of a« mixed character.
Buckland's Brigade was the only one that re-
tained its organizaiion. Col. Hildebrand was
personally there, but his brigade was not. Col,
MeDowell had been severely injured by a fall
off his horse, and had gone to the river, and
the three regiments of his brigade were not in
line. The 13th Mo,, Cal. Crafts J. Wright, had
reported to me on the' field, and fonght well,
retaining its regimental organization: and it
formed a part of my line dnring Sunday night
and all Monday. Other fragments of regiments
and eompunies had also fallen into my division,
and scted with iv doribg the remainder of the
battle, Gens. Grant pnd Buell visited me in
our bivoune thut evening, and from them I
learped the situatinn of affuirs on other parts
of the field, Gen, Wallacearrived from Crump’s
Landing shortly after dark, and formed his
line to my right pear. - 1t rained hard during
the night, but our men were in good spirits,
lay on their arms, being satisfied with- such
bread and meat g8 could be gathered at the
neighboring camps, and determined to redeem
on Monday the iogses bf Sunday,

At daylight “of Monday I received Gen.

Graut's orders to adgance and recapture our

original camps, 1 dispatehed several members
of my staff ta‘hring ap all the men they could
find, especiully the brigade of Col, Stuare,
which had been separated from the division
all the day befers; and st the appointed time
the division, .or rather what remained of it,
with the 13th Mo, anil osher frugments, moved
forward and rececupred tha ground on the
extreme right of Geu.-McClernand's cawp,

where we attracted the fire of a battery lo-
cated near Col. MeDowell's former Headgoar-
ters, Here 1 remained, patieutly waiting for
the sonnd of

GEN. BUELL'S ADVANCE

upon the main Corinth road. About 10s. m.
the heavy firing in that direction, and its steady
approach, satisfied me; and, Gen. Wallace being
on our right flank with his well-conducted di-
vision, I led the head of my colamn to
Gen. MeClernand’s right, formed line of-battle,
facing south, with Buckland's Brigade directly
across the ridge, and Staart’s Brigade on its
right in the woods, and thus advanced, steadily
and slowly, under a heavy fire of musketry and
artillery. Taylor had just got to me from lh(_;
rear, where he had gone for ammunition, and
brought up three guns, which I ordered into
position, to advance by hand firing. _These
gunsbelonged to Co. A, Chicago Light Artillery,
commaunded by Lieut. P. P. Wood, and did most
excollent service, Under cover of their fire,
we advanced till we reached the point where
the Corinth road crosses the line of McCler-
nand's camp, and here I saw for the fir-t time
the well-ordcred and compact columns of Gen.
Buell's Kentucky forees. whose soldierly move-
meints at once gave confidenco to onr newer :m‘d
less disciplined men. Here I saw Willich's
regiment advance upon a point of water-oaks
and thicket, behied which I knew the enemy
was in great strength, aud enter it in beauti-
ful style. Then arose the severest mnsketry-
firo I ever heard, and lasted some 20 minotes,
when this splendid regiment had to fall back.
This green point of timber is about 500 yards
east of Shiloh Meeting-house, and it was evi-
dent here was to be tho struggle. The enemy
could also be seen forming hislines to thesouth,
Gen. McClernand sending to me for artillery,
1 detached to him the three guus of Woud’s
battery, with which he speedily drove them
back, and, seeing some others to the rear, I
sent one of my staff to bring them forward,
when, by almost providential deeree, they
proved to be two 24-pound howitzers belonging
to MeAlister’s battery, and served as well as
guns ever could be.

This was about 2 p. m. The enemy had one
battery close by Shiloh and another near the
Hamburg road, both pouring grape and canister
upon any column of troops that advanced upon
the green point of water-oaks. Willich's regi-
ment had been repulsed, but a whole brizade of
MeCook’s Division advanced beautifully, de-
ployed and entered this dreaded wood. b {
ordered my Second Brigade (then commanded
by Col. T. Kilby Smith, Col. Stoart being
wounnded) to form on its right, and my Fourth
Brigade, Cel. Buckland, on its right; all to ad-
vance abreast with this Kentucky brigade be-
fore mentioned, which I afterward fonnd to be
Rousseau’s Brigade, of McCook's Division. I
gave personal direction to the 24-pounder guns,
whose well-directed fire first silenced the
enemy’s guns to the left, and afterward at the
Shiloh Meeting-house,

Rousseau’s Brigade

MOVED IN SPLENDID ORDER
steadily to the front, sweeping everything be-
fore it, and at 4 p. m. we stood upon the groand
of our original front line, and the enemy was
in full retreat. I directed my several brigades
to resume at once their original camps.

Several times during the battle eartridges
gave out, but Gen, Grant had thoughtfully
kept a supply coming irom the rear. When I
appealed to regiments to stand fast, although
out of eartridges, I did so because to retire a
regiment for any cause has a bad effect on
others, Icommend the 40th I, and 13th Mo.
for thuos kiolding their ground under beavy firs,
although their cartridge-boxes were empty.

I am ordered by Gen. Grant to give personal
eredit where I think it is due, and censare
whers I think it menited. I couceds that Gen,
MecCook’s splendid division from Kientucky
drove back the enemy along the Corinth road,
which was the great center of this field of bat-
tle, where Beauregard commanded in person,
sapported by Bragg’s, Polk's, and Breckin-
ridge’s Divisions, I think Johnston was killed
by exposing hiwself in front of his troops at the
time of their attack on Buckland’s Brigade on
Sunday morning, although in this I may be
mistaken,

My division was made up of regiments per-
fectly new, nearly all having received their
muskets for the first time at Paducah. None
of them had ever been under fire or bebeld
heavy columns of an enemy bearing down on
them as they did on last Sunday.

To expeect of them the eooiness and steadiness
of older troops would be wrong. They k:_ww
not the value of combination aud organization,

Gex. T. J. Woon.
When Individual fears seized them, the first

impulse wis to get away. My Third Brigade
did break much too soon, and I am not yet ad-
vised whers they were during Sunday after-
noon and Mondny morning. Col. Hildebrand.
its commander, was as cool as any man [ ever
saw, and no one conld have made stronger
efforts to hold his men to their pluces than he
did. He kept his own regiment, with indi-
vidnal exceptions, in band, an hour after Ap-
pler’s and Mungen’s regiments had left their
proper field of uction. Col. Buekland managed
his brigade well, 1 commend him to your
potice as a cool, intelligent and judicious
gentleman, needing only confidence and ex-
perience to make a good commander. His
subordinates, Cols. Sullivan and Cockeri!l, be-
haved with great gallautry; the former receiv-
ing a severs wound on Sunday, and yet com-
manding and holding his reziment well in
hand all day, and on Monday, antil his right
arm was broken by ashot. Col. Cockerill held
a larger proportion of his meu than any Colonel
in my division, and was with me from first to
last,

Col. J. A. McDowell, commanding the First
Brigade, held his ground on Sunday, till I
ordered him to fall back, which he did in line-
of-battle ; and when ordered, he conducted the
attack on the enemy's left in good style. In
falling back to the next position he was thrown
from his horse and injured, and his brigade
was not in position on Monday morning. His
subordinates, Cols. Hicks and Worthington,
displuyed great personal courage. Col. Hicks
led his regiment in the attack on Sanday, and
received a wound, which it is feared may prove
mortal, He is a brave and gallant gentleman,
and deserves well of his' country. Lieut.-Col.
Walcuott, of the 46th Ohio, wus severaly wound-
ed on Sunday, and has been disabled ever since.
My Second Brigade, Col. Stunart, was detached
nearly two miles from my Headqunarters, He
bad to fight his own battle on Sunday against
superior numbers, us the enemy interposed be-
tween him and Gen. Prentiss early in the day.
Col. Stoart was wonnded severely, acd yet re-
ported for duty on Monday morning, but was
eompelled to leave during the day, when the
command devolved on Col. T. Kilby Smith,
who was always in the thickest of the fight,
and led the brigade bandsomely,

BTUART'S BRIGADE.
I have not yet received Col. Stuart’s report of

the operatieus of his brigade during the time
he was detached, and must therefore forbear to

{Continued on second page.)

SABERS TO THE FRONT

Story of Coon’s Brizade, of Hateh’s

Cavalry D.vision.

“{AZARDOUS DASH.

—_— e — .

| Hatech’s Manuvers Against For-

rest and Hood.

SPENCER CARBINES.

How the Brigade Behaved at
Nashville,

BY BIRNEY MCLEAN, FIRST SERGEANT, CO. A,
2D IOWA CAV., BOLDIERS' HOME, HAMPION,

Va.

VERY GOOD
subject for many
interesting  stories
would be the Sec-
ond Brigade of
Gen. Hateh's Cav-
alry Division, and
I bave often won-
dered why some of
the splendid and
capable officers
who belonged to
that brigade have
not written of its
brilliant campaign.
It is not right to leave the teliing of
gallant deeds to-the enlisted man alto-
gether.

Col. Datus E. Coon’s Brigade was com-
posed of the 2d Iowa, 6th, 7th, and 9th
Iil., 12th Tenn., and Light Battery I, 1st
Il Art. :

We arrived at Pulaski, Tenn., Nov.
1, 1864, having left White Station, near
Mempbhis, about a month earlier, with a
general understanding that we were to
join Gen. Sherman at Atlanta, Ga. At
Pulaski, however, Gen. Hatech was turned
over to Gen. Thomas, to be used by him
against Gen. Hood’s intended invasion
of Tennessee and the capture of the city
of Nashville.

A day or two later Gen. Hatch was
ordered to Shoal Creek, a turbulent,
foaming stream, running through arough
and rocky country, about 40 miles south
of Pulaski, and 10 or 12 miles northeast
of Florence, Ala., where Gen. Hood was
‘then crossing the Tennessee River.

cale of Miles.
1
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We reached Shoal Creek Nov. 6, and
a number of companies from the different
regiments were ordered out to stir up
the rebel pickets wherever they could
be found, thus gaining a preity good
and accurate knowledge of the position
of the foe.

On Nov. 8 the 6th, 7th, and 9th IIL
looked after the disturbers of our peace,
while our regiment (2d Iowa) being
allowed by the laws of Iowa to vote,
were holding an election in camp. As
near as I can remember there were some-
where in the neighborhood of 500 votes
cast, Lincoln receiving all of them ex-
cept 17 cast for McClellan.

The next day Lieut. Griffith with_Co.
D, 2d Iowa, tried to cross the raging
ereek on our left, but without suecess.
Lieut. Watson with Co. I made asimilar
attempt further to the right, with the
object of destroying a mill used by the

enemy for grinding corn, but beiog

strongly guarded by the rebels, and the
same resistless flood, that too had to be
abandoned.

Under cover of these attacks Maj.
Moore, with the 3d battalion of the 2d
Iowa, moved off still farther to the right,
and succeeded in crossing Shoal Creek

Grex. Epwarp HATCH.

He then moved off in a southwesterly

direction, passing
NEAE THE ENEMY'S LEFT

and reaching the Tennessee River some
12 or 14 miles below Florence, Ala

The 2d Iowa history, by Serg’t Lyman.
Pierce, says, on page 125: -

“The object of this hazardous dash
was to aid eight soldiers sent down the
river a few days previous to attempt the
destruction of Hood’s pontoons at Flor-
ence. Assoon as Moore struck the poin€
designated, he caused a large bonfire to
be built as a guide to these brave fel-
lows, who Hateh hoped might have
reached that neighborhood in need of
help.

“pMaj. Moore waited here for them #o
report as long as it was prudent, whe®
hearing nothing from them, he turnea
his face campward, which he reached,
after again swimming Shoal Creek, on
the night of the 10th, having been out
30 hours in a continual rain storm, 29
hours of this in the saddle. The mem
did not succeed in their pontoon-destroy=
ing enterprise, and were, mosi of them,
captured.”

The next few days were spent by
eral companies from each of the
ments in the brigade in su
crossing Shoal Creek and driving
tue enemy’s picketa Maj. itger,
with the 2d battalion of our regiment,
forded the creek in one place, regardless
of ashowerof lead from the rebels on the
other side. “

Capt. Budd with Co. G was the firs€
to plunge iuto the foaming water. Closa
| behind them was our company (A), and £
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had an excellent viewof the way and mane
ner that the brave boys in our front took
to the water. Capt. Budd, who, by the
way, was as fine and brave a little officer
as ever straddled a horse, finally reached
the opposite side, fullowed by the rest
of the battalion, who charged up the
road driving the pickets back to their
reserve and the reserve back tothe main
line, and then we, as a matter of course,
hustled back out of there.

Capt. Harper, with a part of the 9th
I, at the same time stirred up the

MEN IN GRAY

farther up the creek in pretty much the
same way. 1 believe that the other regi-
ments of the brigade also had their quo-
tas out engaged in the same commenda-
ble business of not letting the rebels have
a noonday nap.

Nov. 18 Maj. Horton, with the 2d
Towa and 9th IlL, made a reconnoissance,
penetrating the country as far as the
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