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THE MISSISSIPPI FLOOD.

Careful estimates indicate that the
aves of the Mississippi Valley which was
nrder water, April 6, is 15,800 square |
miles, and it has a population of 379.--
©85. This isan area twice as large as
Massachusetts, with a population greater
than that of Vermont or New Hamp-
ghire. The region contains about 39-
500 farms, of a total valuation, includ-
ing that of animale and implements, of
about £65,000,000. Last year it pro-
duced 370,000 bales of cotton, worth
$135.000,000 ; over 11,000,000 bushels of
corn, worth $3,400,000; and wheat,
oats, potatoes, and hay worth over $800,-
©00 more. The live stock on hand Jau.
1, 1897, was worth over £7,500,000;
and it is believed that the farmers bad
on hand over $3,750,000 worth of last
year's corn, cotfon, etc.
~§t is vow hoped that the worsl is over
§n the eountry above Vicksburg, and
that the waters will recede by May 1,
which will allow the farmers to make a
fair crop this season. As there is mo
evil without some compensation, this is
found in the increased fertility given
the land by the overflow ; but great as
this may be, it will do little toward
recouping the sufferers for their terrible
losses in crops, live stock, buildings, im-
plements, etc. :

This week the strain comes on the
eountry below Vicksburg. The im-
mense sheet of water now spread over
the 15800 square miles of Illinois, Mis-
souri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi,
and Arkansas is forced into a narrower
gpace by the nearer approach of the hills
in the Vickshurg region, and is sweep-
ing down into the lower valley in im-
mense volome, The Louisiana levees
will be sorely tried this week, and the
people there are in a state of well-
founded apprehension.

Sexaror Hawrey thinks that it is
hardly a good time to push arbitration
while England is building new fortresses
all around vs, and parading her fleets in
the neighborhood of Halifax and the
Bermudas. He does not consider it the
thing for & man to talk peace while
another man i= making warlike prepa-
yations in front of his door.

FULLER APPRECIATION AT HAND.
Veterans may congratulate them-

gelves upon the assured fact that the
country is waking to a fuller and nore
general appreciation of their services

{ than ever before since the close of the

war. People are now reading more of
the great conflict than they have for a
score of years. They realize that it was
the heroic day of the Republic, when
the best manhood of the Nation as-
serted itsclf and fought, endured, and
persisted as other
did. They are beginning to compre-
hend that battles were more
bleody and desperate than ever before
known in history, because they were the
battles of free men, whose strong hearts
were ardently devoted to their great
cause, the success of which they felt to
be dearer to them than even life iteelf.
People have heretofore been mainly in-

no men ever

our

terested in lListories of European wars.
They have been fascinated by the stories
of Napoleon's Old Guard, and Welling-
ton’s splendid infantry. Somehow they
have felt that veal war was only prac-
ticed in LEurope, and our aflairs were
merely amateurish performances.

Now they are realizing that the great-
est of Furopean wars stand dwarfed be-
side our struggle, that we fought on a
greater scale than ever before attempied,
that we carried on operations over a
territory greater than - European em-
pires, that we put armics in the field as
much bigger than theirs as our continent
exceeds theirs in size, that our men
showed more individual beroism than
the boasted of theirs, that
high ccurage and uneonguerable forti-
tude, which seem to be qualities possessed

by comparatively small proportions of

most

Europeans, were the common birth-
right of American men, who all fought
with indescribable zeal and bravery,
enduriny unflinchingly reverses which
would bave quenched the spirit of any
other army, and persisting to the end in
spite of all discouragements.

Our own people are understanding
these things as they mever did before,
and the result will be every year an en-
hancement of the meed of gratitude and
honor bestowed upen those who survive
the yemrs which have elapsed since the
close of the war.

NaTioxAL character counts for very
much in diplomacy. As soon as the
bad conduct of the Italian troops in
Africa became known the Germans and
Austrians began to talk of dropping
Ttaly from the Dreibund. An ally who
could make no better showing on the
field of battle with semi-savages would
be a scurce of weakness rather than
strength. If her troops could not stand
before a borde of barbaric Abyssinians,
they would amount to very little in a
struggle with brave and disciplined
European troops. On the otber hand,
Raussia begins to believe that she can
place little reliance oa the volatile and
fickle Frenchmen. In this she may be
in error, for the French have generally
shown themselves very constant friends.
All the same, the movement pow is for
Russia to drop France, and Germany,
Austria and Italy, and form a new
Dreibund, with three great Northern
Powers, If so, then France and Italy

will have to come together under Eng-
land’s lead.

Tue Captain-General of Cuba gets
£50,000 a year salary, besides the most
liberal stealings of any official outside of
Turkey. Naturally, Weyler holds on
to his job like grim death to a deceased
African.

“ADVENTURES OF ALF WILSON.”

ONE OF THE CELEBRATED « ENGINE THIEVES.”

To Commence in The National Trib-

une of

May 13.

soux A. (YArF") wiLsox.

This is oneof the very greatest of the
Stories of the War. The exploit of the
22 daring and determined men who
penctrated into the very heart of the
Southern Confederacy, captured and ran
away |with a locomotive from the midst
of a great camp of armed men is one of
the most thrilling in all history. John
A. (“Alf”) Wilson was one of the
number who had an exceptional experi-
ence, very dificrent from that of his
companions. He is & modest, quiet,
exemplary citizen, but, as the event
showed, a man of exalted courage, daring
and patriotic devotion He tells his story
eimply and directly, but in a way that
goes straight to the heart, and thrills

| every fiber of one's being. The story will be published exclusively in THE

- | Narnoxar Trisvss, and appear in mo other paper.

.~ GreAT BriTAIN may be grabbing
up all the desirable portions of the earth’s
surface not already pre-empted, and
fastening them with Yale locks as she
gets them, but Yankee skill and push
are yearly detaching large slices from
her realm of manufactures. For ex-
ample : Only a few years ago she had a
monopoly of the manufacture of tubing
for bicycles, and we had to buy every
pound of its from England. Then the
Yankees started in to make it, and of
better quality than the British. In 1895
England was still selling wus about
$1,000,000 worth of tubing a year.
Last year she sold us very much less,
and it is believed that by the end of this
year we shall not be buying any at all.
Seven of our larger factories already
produce 85,000,000 feet of tubing a
year, or more than enough for 4,000,000

| bicycles, estimating 20 feet for each. It

is calculated that there are 700 bicycle
factories in the United States, which
manufacture 1,225,000 cycles a year.

For “a mearly pacified country”
Cuba scems to be giving the Spaniards
an unaccountable amount of trouble.
Within a weck a heavy Spanish column
has been whipped near Matanzas and
forced to retreat, with an admitted loss
of 34 killed and 51 wounded. At
another fight in Pinar del Rio the
Spaniards claim a vietory, but say that
the loss was “ heavy on both sides;” and
the reports are that the Cubans have |
blown up the fort at Seborucal with
dynamite, kiliing half the garrison and
capturing the remainder. Cuba will
need a great deal more ¢ pacification ”
before it bccomes attractive to people
who “love long life and quiet days.”

GREECE'S strengtfl lies in the unutter-
able and incurable corruption of the
Turkish Government. There are enough
Sghting men in Turkey to utterly over-
whelm Greece in a few weeks, and they
are only too ready to respond to fanati-
cal religious appeals, and do so. But
there is no money in the Turkish treas-
ury with which to arm, clothe, feed, and
move troops, and if there were it would
be inevitably stolen before it would

reach the army.

New JERSEY is to try *the indeter-
minate sentence system " upon her crimi-
pals. This is similar to a law now being
tried in Indiana. An Advisory Board
of Parole is to have the power of releas-
ing a prisoner on probation. He will be
kept under the eye of the authorities
and treated according to his conduct.
If he violates his parole, he will be re-
arrested and given the maximum sen-
tence for his offense, but if his conduct
is good, a pardon will be given him,

It looks as if Pennsylvania is oniy
goilig to spend £550,000 for a new State
House. That is about 81 ahead for the
population of the State, and one-fortieth
of a cent on every dollar of the $2,593,-
446,336 of the assessed valuation of the
property according to the census of 1890.
This would eertainly seem to fully
answer the demand of the press of the
State for “no extravagant Btate Capi-
tol.”

LILLIOGUKALANI 1l:m-y modestly pro-
poses to ask President McKinley to set
aside the whole proceedings in Hawaii
and order a new election to determine

whether she or President Dole shall rule
the country. This would seem to be a

good opportunity to apply the rule of
no-reappointment-of-a-former-incumbent

on Mre. Dominis.

st Intensely American.”

Eprroe NATIONAL TRIBUNE: A word
for THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE right here.
Many exchanges from all parts of the Union
come to my table, but of all of this num-
ber 1 must say, in all truth and candor, that
Tue NATIONAL TRIBUNE is all “ Ameri-
can”—the most iotensly American, woof
apd warf, and “sized” deeper with the
spirit of 76 than any journal that comes to
this office. God bless you in your noble
labors. ‘The man who keeps alive the spark
of patriotism in these degenerate days is no
less 8 hero than Jehn Paul Jones.—J. W,
Hoxteg, Editor Herald, Mason, Tex.

A Good Family Paper,
[Fox Lake (Wia.) Representative. ]

Tux NATIONAL TRIBUNE is now issned
under its new management. John MeElroy
continues as editor. Byron Andrews, who
has long been in charge of the New York
office, and a writer of nete, will continue
with it. R. W, Shoppell, & well-known pub-
lisher, is the new partner. THE NATIONAL
TriBUNE is published at Washington, and
is. ms it ever has been, the ablest of all the
journals devoted to the interest of the sol-
diers. It is a large eight-page weekly, and
is s good family paper in every respect.
Only $1 per annum.

I am interested and am proud of the gal-
lant and fearless stand you have always taken
in regard to peasions to the Union seoldier,
and 1 for one do not know how to express my
appreciation of the noble work you have
done for the soldier, and I feel that it is the
duty of every soldier to do his and
with President McKinley in command and
THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE for its battery we
will be able to carry the works we have so
long been struggling for, and come out vic-
amus in oﬁuuands. And let ourdemands

granted before another Congress expires,
by passing the following bills: The Sg-\'im
Pension Bill, the Arrears Pension Bill, the

INPROVING ~THE
MISSISSIgPI RIVER

Now There Will be™4 Revival of thg
Old-time Earne
(Ways ard Met
‘the Destructive

iscussions of
of Preventing
flows.

The unprecedented flond in the Mississippi
Valley, with its enormous'destroction of prop-
erty, its widespread injury to busincss of all
kinds, and a very considerable loss of life, is a
National eslamity of the most serious kind.
As it may greatly curtail the cotton erop for
this year, the actual destruction of property
and damage to business may approach in
amount that eaused by the Chicago and Boston
fires, while the misery to people will be eveny
greater,

This calamity is sure to revive, in B? their
earnestuess, the old-time strife among the dif-
ferent schools of advocates of plans to improve
the river and prevent the recurrence of these
periodical eatastrophes.

This is, beyond all question, the greatest
physical problem ever presented to any people.
Building railroads, digging canals, erecling
bridges, driving tunnels, and other waunted
achievements of engineering are all pigmy
achievements compared with the management
of the great sea of water which every Winter
falls upon and is gathered from mearly two-
thirds of the area of the country, and wmust
be conveyed to the Gulf of Mexico.

As we have explained before, it is necessary
in order to understand the Misaissippi problem
to remember that once there was a long arm of
the sea extending from the Gulf of Mexico up
into Illinois, possibly two-thirds of the distance
to the northern border of the State. This sca
was from 50 to 150 miles wide, and bounded on
cither side by runges of hills. Borings indicate
that it was probably about 131 feet deep on an
average, for it is at that depth that the bard,
bloe clay is fonnd. In the course of the ages
this great trough was filed up by the earth
carried down by the rapid streams pouring iuto
it. To-day the Mississippi carried into the Gulf
every year enough earth to make a mass one
mile square and 263 feet nigh, This makes the
silting-up process readily understood. Nowhere
is the level of the land in"this old sea-bed very
much above the ordivary stage of water. As
the bed filled up the water wandered back and
forth through it, swinging from the hills on
one side to those on the other, and turning and
changing in its course wherever it met with
any resistance. For some reason it was thrown
clear over. to the Missouri hills, between St.
Louis and Cairo, and leaves nearly the whole of
its “ bottoms” in Illinois. After the channel
was marked out the banks would rise slowly
through the centuries, becapse they would be
covered with vegetatign, which would arrest
the current at grest floeds and cause the water
to deposit more silt on the banks. But these
banks are never permanetit. Being composed
of light, friable soil, any tr'ﬂling cause will set
the current to washing them away and deposit-
ing their earth some place else.

‘The river is about 4,470 feet wide from Cairo
to near the mouth of tise Red River, where it
narrows down to 3,000 and "at New Orleans it
narrows still more, to’ 2500 fect. The usual
depth is from 75 to 100 feet, but at iutervals
the river will tear away its banks, and spread
out until there may not bé more than a foot of
water anywhere in its channel. These shonls
are a terrible interference with navigation, and
make piloting on the Mississippi one of the
Lighest of arts.

Though the soil is the most fertile in the
world, not more than one-tenth of it is culti-
vated, on sccount of the danger of overflow.
It will be seen, therefore, that any scheme by
which the floods couid be controiled wounld be
worth untold millions to the country, since it
would give us possession of millions of square
miles of nnsurpassed farming lands,

With the first settlement of the Valley came
the nntural atiempt to protect the lands by
embankments or *‘levees.” Theee developed
from individual efforts to comprehensive sys-
tems under the authority of the Statcs, and
have increased until now they measure about
2,000 miles in length, and bave cost an over-
whelming amount of money.

Now appears radical differences of opinion as
to what is best to do to reclaim all this valuable
land, prevent overflows, and improve naviga-
tion, :

The advocates of the leveesystem insist that
the thing to do is to go on building embank-
ments, but making them bigh enough, strong
enough, and continuous enough to resist any
flood. They say that thisiss work of such mag-
nitude, and so widespread in its benefits that it
should be taken out of the hands of the States
and private owners, and given iuto these of
the General Government, which alone has
sdequate money and power for it. They also
insist that by Taising and strengthening the
banks the water will be confined so that it will
deepen its channel by scouring until there will |
be a suflicient depth everywhere and at all
times for navigation. Thelevee advocates have
the numbers, intelligence, and strength of a
great political party.

Against them is avrayed a party of correspond-
ing strength snd intelligence, which insists
that the levee system is a dangerous and ex-
pensive makesbift, They claim that the
channel does not scour out, but, on the con-
trary, the bed of the river rises as [ast as
the banks are raised, thus compelling an
endless raising of the levees, at a cost in-
creasing in geometrical proportion, and a eor-
responding increase of danger when the breaks
occur. d'bey instance in support of this.view
the River Po, in Italy, which has been leveed
for over 2,000 years. The bed of the river has
as constantly risen, yntil now the surface of
the water at ordinary stages is from 15 to 20
feot above the surface of the country, and pas-
sengers on boats are able ta look down upon the
roofs of the houses in the towns. Every few
years the banks give way to great floods, and
the loss of life and property is appalling. The
same is true, in a still larger way, of the Yellow
River in China, which destroys millions of lives
in its overflows. They also say that if a sys-
tem of levees is entered upon it will have to
extend to all the tributaries of the Mississippi,
which would cost beyond any computation,

Some of these claim that the most feasible
plan is to construct a great straight canal from
Cairo to New Orleans, sufficient to carry off the
floods. They say that while it ismow about 1,100
miles from the mouth of the Ohio to the head
of the Passes, following the course of the river,
in the stzaight line the distance is only about
500 miles. The averagoe veolocity of the Missis-
gippi current is about 2 miles an hour, If the
distance the water would have to traverse were
shortened one-half the fall per mile would be
donbled, and the discharge would be several
times as fast as at present.

Agsinst this view is urged the immensity of
expense, the injury done towns, ete, sitnsted
along the present comrse, that it would be im-
possible for boats to stem sueh s current, and |
that it would tear away sny bank that could
be made.

There was another plan urged with a good
deal of energy some yesrs sgo, which was to

cut connections with streams running more or

{ Jess paraliel to the Mississippi, 00 thas in flood

times they could be mads to earry off a portion
of the surplus water, I$ would be easy, for
example, to divert the water coming down
the Red River into streams which head near it
and run into the Gulf. This plan was strongly
opposed on the ground that such a diversion
would increase the silting up of tho bed of the
Mississippi, and partienlarly those of its ontiets
into the Guif, and wouid result in making New
Orleans inaccessible by ships of any size.

The success of the Eads jetty system fin
scouring out the Passes and giving a deep
channel through the delta to New Orleans has
stimulated the application of a somewhat simi-
lor system to the river itself.

In 1880 Congress passed a law constitnting
the * Mississippi River Cowmmission,” which
was to undertake the work of making a navi-
gable ehanuel of not less than nine feet deep
and 250 feet wide at low water from Cairo to
New Orleans. This Commission has been at
work ever sines, and has made very much
progress in the way of improving the naviga-
tion, and also much toward protecting the
conntry from ordinary floods, but apparently
has accomplished little against extraordi-
nary ones. Its method of procedure embraces
all the diferent ideas, It has built,an exten-
sive system of levees to confiue the floods and
make them scour out channels. It has pro-
moted the straightening of the river's course
by encouraging natural cut-offs, by arranging
the levees 50 as to throw the floods in the di-
rection of making such cut-offs, by building
dams across wandering chutes so as to throw
the water into the main channel, and by revet-
ing the banks where the current was eating in
and threatening a new departare from the
course in which it should go. Apd it has
built and worked enormons dredges to cut and
maintain channels through the bars which are
constantly forming. This seems about as hope-
ful a part of the work as asy. By kecping
channels open through the bars the water is
encouraged to pursoe a direct course and re-
frain from euating out the banks. Conse-
quently, the Commission is continually in-
creasing the nomber and strength of the
dredges, and are building some of phenomenal
size,

The management of the banks presenis un-
usual difficulties. The soft, alluvial soil has
no tenacity, It can hardly be made to resist
the erosion of the water. It is so deep down
to hard-pan that no foundation can be found
for permanent walls of more enduring ma-
terials. The water is coostantly liable to
burrow under anything that can be placed
across its counrse—even piling. The couarse
followed by the Commission has been to
lay a foundation of brush, npon which im-
mense weights of stoue wewe piled. If this
were done at the right angle to the current
the river itself would at once begin helping
in the work by depositing silt and forming a
bank. Banks that were being eaten into
were protected in the same way. Above low
water they were covered with brush-matting,
staked or weighted down. Willows were
planted to assist with their roots in retain-

iog the surface, and to catch silt when the

water rose, The levees have been built on an
average of about three feet above the surface
of the highest preceding floods, their slopes
made very gentle (1 to 3, or even greater),
snd covered with thick growth of the tena-
cious Bermuda grass,
Up to Junme 30, 1895, the Commission had
expended in this work $29,558,699.20, and the
appropriation for the present fiscal year is
$3,533,383.
In all probability the whole subjeet will be
brought ap befors the present Congress and
thoroughly reviewed, upon an urgent demand
from the people of the whole Mississippi Val.
ley, for a grand, comprehensive system which
will give adequate proteclion sgainst such ter-
rible calamities in the future,

—e

TRIBUNETS.

A COMPLEX CASE OF DEAFNESS.

“The card which you gave me,” said the
Lady of the House with great sternness, * said
that yon were unsble to earn a living on ac-
count of almost tetal deafness, and you played
off on me quite 8 show of Snger talk and signs,
I have been quietly watehing you through the
window while yon were eating the meal I gave
you, and ] noticed that you jumped from your
chair and looked around in great alarm when
Towser gave a low growl just behind you. You
are a humbog, and you can hear just as well as
I can”

“Madam, yon do me, great injustice,” said
Tattered Watkins, with the elaborate politeness
of a mau who bas just dined to his enlire sat-
isfaction. * Yom have the ususl failing of your
charming sex of jumping at a conclusion before
baving sll the facts in the case. My eard stated
the exact truth, but wy case is a new revela-
tion in medical seience, which is exciting the
greatest attention among physieians, and I am
now on my way to Philadelphia to have itex-
amined by the eminent specialists of that ecity.
You have heard of color blindness, where a
man can sce perfectly several eolors, but be to-
tally blind to some psrticular ones, Physicians
have long supposed that there most be a simi-
lar disease of the bearing, aud 1 am discovered
to be a melancholy illustration of it. Some
sounds and words I can hear perfectly, while
to otbers I am totally deaf. Even as a boy I
could never hear my mother’s call to get up in
the morning, nor to bring her in a load of wood,
while I could distingnish the very lowest note
of the dinner bell. The disease has growa on
me with my years, in spite of all that I can do
to arrest it. I finally became so deaf tocalls to
work of any kind as to prevent my earning my
own living, while in some other respects my
hearing remained unimpaired, This was a
great misfortune to me, I ussure you, for Iam
really of an industricus disposition, and wounld
like to work if I could ouly hear and under-
stand what anybody wanted me to do. Iam
sure that alady of your intelligence will under-
stand my aflliction and sympathize with me.”

“I think I do,” said the Jady of the House
with a cold glitter in her eye, “and it scares
me to think that your diseass may be con-
tagious. 1 bave a boy that shows the same
kind of symptoms, and for fear that you may
seaiter some microbes to make bim worse, I'll
just let loose Towser sud run you off the

place.”

IT WAS ALWAYS §0.

Teacher of Politieal Economy: Give me an
instance of inequality of distribution, of which
there is much complaint.

Bright Pupil : Paper this morning says the
flood in the Mississippi is still rising, while the
Government of New South Wales is ordering

general prayers for rain to break the drouth.

*
*

»*
The will of Mrs. Anna Miiler, of Wilkesbarre,

Pa., leaves her husband, who deserted her

years ago, one cent, to be paid five years after
her death. This was so let him know she was

Miller enough to get a grind on him.

e "

Colorado forges up to a position just behind
the band in the colomn of progress with a new
militia law permitting womea to be enroiled
in the National Guard. Let her be represented
in the next Inangaral parade by that long-ago
predicted troop of side-saddle cavalry.

PERSONAL.

Col. W. Angustus Ray, who commanded the
40th Wis.—a 100-days regiment, which was
part of the garrison at Memphis when Forrest
made his raid on the city, and did gnod service
iu driving him off—died at Chieago, April 8
He had been for 2< years a prominent operator
on the Board of Trade, and was at one time
YVice-President of it.

The body of Gen. Jas, 8. Fullerton hasat last
been found. It will be remembered that he
was killed in the wreek at the bridge across the
Youghiogheny River, near Oakland, March 21.
Last Friday morniog » farmer bhonting ducks
found it beside a raft abont eight miles from
Osakland., It wasin a good state of preserva-
tion, but the neck was broken. All the valu-
ables wero still on the body. It wasembalmed
at Oakland, and sent on to Washington, and

from thence to St. Louis, where it will be

interred, N

Interest is aroused by the appearanee in this
country of Alan Arthar, son of the late Presi-
dent, who is a eandidate for appointment as
Ambassador to the Hague, and is strongly
backed by New York Republicans. He bears
little resemblanee to his father, who was con-
gidered one of the bhandsomest men in the
country. He is six feet tall, slightly stoop-
shouldered, has s wan face, and hair and eyes
of deepest black. He has lived in France and
England the greater part of the time since his
father's death.

Mrs, Ellen Windom, widow of the late Secre-
tary of the Treasury, has presented his exten-
sive private library to the town of Winona,
Minn., where she and her husband resided for
many years,

year has exceeded 100,000 coples.
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We wish to make this clear.
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AND ORATORY.
Washington, D. O.

Col. C. L. Best, of the Regular Army, died i@
New York, April 8. He was born In New York,
and gradoated from Weat Point in 1841 re-
ceived three brevets for gallant service during
the war in the Army of the Potomac, and Be-
came Colonel of the 4th U, 8. Art. in 15353 He
was retired In 1588,

Veterans everywhere will learn with much
gratifieation that Seeretary Alger has appointed
Gen, H. V, Boynton FPresident of the (hatis-
nooga National Park Commission, to sncceed
Gen. J. 8, Fullerton, deceased. This is & recog-
nition of Gen. Boyrton's eminent services iam
bringing the Park into its present bighly
creditable shape as a great object-lesson in his
tory and patriotism. He was 3 gallaat soldier
in the Army of the Cumberlsnd, and eom-
manded one of its best regiments—the 35th
Ohio. He was in all the fighting around
Chattanocoga, natil he was severely wounded in
the assanlt on Mission Ridge. He was one of
the earliest projectors of the enterprise of con-
verting the battlefields into s great National
Park, and has devoted to the work, which has
been ong of love to him, bis great energies and
abilities, Certainly no one is entitled to more
credit for all that bas been saccomplished.
Gen. Boyunton is one of the foremost of the
newspaper correspoudents in Washington.

John W. Parks, Dallas, Tex, is 3 eandidate
for appointment as Railroad Commissioner, the
position now held by ex-Senator Wade Hamp-
ton, of Bouth Carolina. Comrade Parks has e
high standing as a railroad man and a citizen
in Texas and the Southwess, where he is widely
known. He served four years in the army,
going in as @ private in the 23d Pa., serving a8
a Licotenant in the 57th, and coming out as
Captain sid brevet Major of the 147th P
He bas been for 21 years ia the service of the
Texas Pacific Raiiroad, and holds quite a re-
sponsible position on it. In 15393 he was Com-
maunder of the Department of Texas, G.A.R.,
and did an immense amount of good work im
building up the Order in that State. He is
very popular with all who kuow him, and bis

compeleucy for the position he seeks is uae
doubted,

MUSTERED OUT.

Veternns of the Country’'s Girandest Army
Who Have Answered the Last Call

FosserT.—At West Dulath, Ming., Oct. 18
1806, John E. Fessett, Co. G, 3d Me, Charles
Evuns Holt, Adjotant, writes that Gormaa
Post, 13 of which deceased was a member,
adopted suitable resoiations.

Drage.—At Philadelphia, Pa., recentiy,
Alexander E. Drake, U, 8. A, retired, aged 78
Col. Drake was born in Kentucky. Ip June,
1834, he was appointed Midshipman in the
United States Navy by Gen. Jackson, and served
with land forces during the Seminois war.
Having stodied engineering during his leisure
bours, he resigned from the Navy, Jan. 28, 1837,
was appointed a topographical engineer in the
Army, and was Acting Lientenant of dragoons
in Florida. He served with distinetion daring
the Mexiean war, and in 15350 was Assistan$
Euagineer on the Southern Pacific Railroad. He
was in the Bureau of Construction from 1854 te
1857, Jefferson Davis, as Secretary of War,
trausferied him to the line of the Army om
March 10, 1857. During the civil war Comrade
Drake was with Roussean’s Brigade, and was
promoted several times for gallant and merito-
rious services; in May, 1861, to First Licuten~
aut, and October, 1361, to Captain. Ang 27,
1862, he was retired on account of disability
resuiting from wounds, He was brevetted
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Colonel for gal-
lant and meritorious service. His widow and
eight childran survive him.

VArNSER.—ASL St. Marys, Pa., recently, Jessn
D. Varner, Co. G, 1at Pa. ( Buektails). Comrade
Varner enlisted in Jane, 1861, and was mas-
tered out May 8, 1863, on acconnt of wounds.
He received $6 per mouth pensiqp; was unabis
to work, on account of wounds, and becoming
despondent took his own life,

ALDERMAN.—At Batte City, Mont., Feb. 18,
E. M. Alderman, Co. A, 30th Ind,, azed 53. Dé=
ceased was a member of Liucoln Post, and was
buried by his comrades. He leaves a widow.

RuGoLes.—At San Franeiseo, Ual., Mareh 20,
James D. Ruggies, Qnartermaster, 2d Wis., aged
72. Comrade Ruggles was one of the best-
known ecitizens of San Franciseo, having beem
a clerk in the Connty Clerk’s office for over 20
years. He was a member of George H. Thomas
Post, 2, San Franciseo, and of the California
Commandery of the Loyval Legion.

Davrsox.—At Highland, Kan., March 28,
Morris Davison, Co. A, Tth Kan, Cav., aged 61,
Comrado Davison was born in North Lansing,
N. Y., and moved to Kansas in 1857. Keaders
of Tue NatiovaL Tripuse will remembesr
the story of how he pushed the guard into the
water in Cairo, 1ll. He was an honored mems
ber of Post 191; Lodge 67, 1. O. O. F., aud one
of the Directors of the Bank of Highland.

ArcHER.—ALt Carroliton, Ili., Mareh 11,
William Goren Archer, Co, D, 11th Mo, aged
59. Comrade Archer waa a gallant seldier im
Mower’'s Brigade to the c¢lose of the war
While on hisdeath-bed he requested Maj. Me-
Kinley's Inangural Address be read to him,
He remarked after hearing it: “I am glad
Maj. McKiuley got there, even if poor old Bill
Archer does godown.” Addressing his wife,
he said : “1 bave done a great deal for this
Government, but it dida’'t do much for me.”
He received 36 pension, and was aimost totally
disabled. He belonged to Carroliton Post, 442,

MarTiN.—At Worcester, Mass., March 19, of
econsumption, Thomas Martin, Co. G, 24 Vi,
aged 59. Comrade Martin served from May 1,
1861, to Dec. 21, 1863. He was taken prisoner
Juse 29, 1862, and paroled Aug. 5 1562. He
was a member of George H. Ward Post, 10.

Yares—At Hiawatha, Kan., recently, Dr
L. B. Yates, 6th Ky. Cav. At the close of the
war he served one term as Colleetor of Internal
Revenue. He had served two termsas Mayor
of Hiawatha, and was & Delegate to the Na-
tional Encampment at Louisville.

BrepsaLr.—At Hampton, Ve, Feb. 20, A. J,
Birdsall. The remains, attended by the Ma=
sonic fraternity, the Roval Arcanum snd the
Union Veteran Legion. were escorted to the
4 o’clock train, to be taken to Fredericksburg
for interment in the National Cemetery. He
leaves a family.

DAUGHTERS OF THE REVOLUTION.

The New York Sun, in speaking of the Seciety
of the Colonial Dames, spoke of it as the firss
patriotic society of women organized in the
United States. The Colonial Dames wers or-
ganized about seven years ago. The Woman's
Relief Corps can boast a guarter of a century
and more of active organization. The germ of
the Society was started in 1369,

e
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The question is often asked, What do the
Daughtess of the American Revolution do?
Evervoune knows that they discuss all seris of
administrative questions and weighty affairs
at their Congresses, and that they bring im
generous coutributions to the funds for pat-
riotic purposes; but what else do the Daughters
do all the year round? First, the “ Daugh-
ters” of a neighborhood orzanize themseives
into a Chapter, and these various Chapters have
varions ways of expending their talents and
enthusiasm. For instance, The North Shore
Chapter, Highland Park, liL, bas, during the
year, bought and framed a fine copy of the
Declaration of Independence for the Grammar
School of the village; has offered a prize medal
to the Grammar School boys and girls for the
best essay on the Surrender of Lord Coruwallis;
has given a fine 12-foot flag to a boy's elub ia
the village; has presented to the Natioual So-
ciety a cony of a history of Fair Haven, Conn,,
and finally has presented to the viliage itsell a

great flag and a 110-foet fagstail

The Maryland Chapter al ways celebrates as ith
great State feast “ Pegzy Stewart” Day, whea
they give a tea party and invite the membera
of the other patriotic societies, the Sons of the
American Revolutiom and the Colonial Dames.
% Pegey Stewart”” was a ship laden with tea,
that the loyal Marylanders burned Oect. 19, 123
years age.

The Societies devote themselves lurgely fo
the study of our early history—its political,
literary, and social sides, as weil as the greas
military events. Then, they give receptions
and tes parties and all sorts of pleasant social
affairs. They always use the flag for decora-
tion. They celebrate great anniversaries, are
continually singing our Natioval songs, asd in
every way are trying to promote patriotisos
snd the memory of our great National efforte le
make our land gloriously free.




