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CHAPTER XTIL

MARSHAL NEY.

!UP EAJHY UFl. TAKING OT MA&--
snail --Mrs nt u ti k mm 4 wrr
at jita- - n i. uitwjvt or the
3!t.ND ARMY I IIOM Kt SlA-3- tm

COMMANDS THi: UlIAR Gl'AUD.
Mirhel Ney wnt born in 10, in the ,

town of Snrre loui.s. He wns the wn of :i '

cooper, juul at the :irc of thirteen, became
notary of the village. Hut the .stirring
events passing around him, inflamed his
youthful imagination, and four years aifter
lie entered the army as a hussar, and
commenced his military career.

I do not design to follow him through all
his history, but select out those acts which
illustrate the great and striking qualities
lie possessed. His air and bearing stamp-
ed him, at an early age, as a soldier, and
made him from the first a great favorite in
his corps.

Being selected by his regiment to chal-
lenge the fencing-maste- r of another, for
some real or supposed insult, he gladly
undertook the commission. The day was
appointed to settle tlie difficulty and the
combatants met. but just as they had
crossed their sabers, they were arrested
by their respective oflicers and thrown
into prison.

As soon, however, as young Key was re-

leased, he renewed Hie quarrel, and hav-
ing met his antagonist in a secret place,
where tbeywould not be disturbed, fought
and wounded him in the hand, so that ho
was unable to practice his profession, and
was consequently reduced to poverty. But
Ncy did not forget him in the day of his
greatness, and settled on the poor fencing-mast- er

a pension for life.
hi 1701 Key was promoted for his bravery

and skill, and the next year, being then
24 years of age, was presented with a com-
pany. General Kleber having noticed his
admirable qualities, placed him at the
head of a corps composed of partisans,
who received no pay and lived on plunder.

DANGEROUS EMPLOYMENT.

It was their duty to reconnoitre the
enemy's position, and cut oft their con-
voys, which exposed them to many hair-
breadth escapes, and fierce encounters.

Young Key being resolved on promotion,
brought to this perilous service all his
mental and physical powers. His iron
will seemed to compensate for the loss of
sleep, and food, and rest. Daunted by no
danger, exhausted by no toil, caught by
no stratagem, he acquired at the head of
this bold band of warriors the title of "The
Indefatigable.''

'Ihrce years after he found occasion to
distinguish .himself in the engagements of
Dierdorf, Altenkxrchen, and Montabour.
With 100 cavalry he took J,0C0 prisoners
and obtained possession of Wurlburg.
He led two columns straight into the river,
and forcing the opposite banks, though
lined with cannon, made himself master of
Forshcim.

I or these exploits he was appointed
Gcntra! of Krigade. At the battle of Neu-wie- d

he had command of the cavalry, and
in a furious charge passed entirely through
the Austrian lines, hut being surrounded
by a superior force he was compelled to
retreat.

The enemy, however, closed on him with
such numbers and impetuosity, that his
ranks were broken through, and he and
his steed overthrown together. While he
lay entangled under his horse six dragoons
made at him. against whom he defended
himself with his usual daring, and finally
sprung lo his feet, and laid about with his
saber till it snapped in two, leaving but
the stump in his hand. With this he con-
tinued to keep his astonished antagonists
nt bay, till a company of no horsemen com-
ing up, they succeeded in capturing him. j

EXAMPLE or HORSEMANSHIP.
Taken to headquarters, he was one day

ilrolling through the camp, when he saw
several officers standing around his good
battle steedj admiring Ins line proportions
nd high spirit, yet utterly unable to man-

age him. The moment one undertook to
mount his back, he reared and plunged so
wildly, that the venturesome rider was
rjad to find himself safe on the ground
again.

Ney stepped up, and remarking that
hey did not know how to manage his
lorse, politely asked permission to mount
lim. It being given, he vaulted to the
saddle, when the noble animal, conscious
pf bearing his master, stepped proudly
h.way.

After making one or two circular sweeps,
he darted oft in a straight line, and
Btrelchcd across the plain in a gallop that
outstripped the wind. As he continued to
flee on in that headlong speed they began
lo fear he would attempt to escape, and
immediately mounted in pursuit, when
Key wheeled and with a smile rode back to
bis captors.

Having been liberated by exchange, he
R"as raised to the rank of General of Di-
vision. For awhile, after the peace of
Leoben, he remained in Paris, but the
commencement of hostilities in 170.'), found
him again In the field of battle, struggling
with the allied forces on the banks of the
Rhine. Here occurred one of those ad-
ventures that belong rather to the period of
romance, than to the practical history of
Dur times.

The Rhine flowed between him and tho
City of Manheim, which was strongly gar- - r
risoned and filled with stores or every kind.
It was a matter of much discussion how
this key of Germany should be captured,
and the Generals of the army met in fre-
quent consultation on the proper mode of
attacking it.

Ncy, in the(meantime, thinking it could
be better tak'en by surprise, resolved to
visit it in disguise and ascertain its weak
points; so, one evening, assuming the garb
of a peasant, he entered the city, and,
after satisfying himself as' to the best plan
of attack, returned. Selecting a hundred
and fifty brave men, he recrossed the river
nt eight in the evening, and at 11 made a
lurious assault on the outposts.

A portion of the garrison having made a
eally, he repulsed them, and following
hard after the fugitives, entered the town
with them, and after a short but desperate
engagement captured it. This fixed his
rising fame; while at Worms, and Franken-tha- l,

and Frankfort, and Stuttgardt, and
.uncli, lie maintained the character he

had gained.
HIS MARRIAOK.

In 1802 he returned to Paris, as Inspector
General of Cavalry, and there married
Mademoiselle Augne, an intimate friend of
Ilortense Beauharnais. Bonaparte pre-
sented him at the nuptials with a mag-
nificent Egyptian saber, which eventually
cost tiie bold Marshal his life.

In 18U3, he was sent as Minister Pleni- -
fiotcntiary into Switzerland, where he

higher qualities of justice
and kindness so uniformly, that the Swiss
Cantons presented him with a medal on
his departure.

The next year Bonaparte made him a
Marshal. The year following this, he was
created Duke of Elchingcn, in honor of the
battle he there fought. In this engage-
ment he exposed himself so recklessly,
that Jomini says of him, "he bcctned lo
court death." aDressed in full uniform, he marched at
the head of his divisions along streets
completely swept by grapeshot; and though of
constantly surrounded by fire and en-
veloped in the bla-z- e of batteries, he un-
accountably escaped death.

In the campaigns of 1800-- 7, he reached
the bight of his fame and power, and ever

EDITORIAL N0TE.-T- he nest Installment
will describe tho battle of Waterloo, where
this Marshal led tho Old Guard, and closes
with" a graphic account of his heart-rendin- g

trial and cruel eiecutlon. This fascinating
eerial will run during the greater part of theyear. Sk tche3 of all the famous Marshals,

3 well , s of that of Napoleon himself, are yes
to appear.
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The three dtstineutsliine characteristics
of Ncy were great pctmiiihI Uraery almost
unparalleled coolness in the hour of peril,
and an excellent judrment. In the first
two, all writers are agreed, vhile the last is
not ireneraliy conceded to nun. io man
can deny be was brave, for there can be
no appeal from the decision of an army of
heroes, who named him "Bravest of the
Brave." Such a distinction among the
men and in the times he lived, was not
won by ordinary actions. In an army
where Davoust, .lunot, Macdonald, Murat,
and Lanncs, commanded, to be crowned
"Bravest or the Brave." was the highest
honor a military chieftain could desire.
Napoleon when at St. Helena said, "Ncy
was the bravest 1 ccr saw." But
his courage was not the rashness of head-
long excitement, like that of .lunot and
Murat. The enthusiasm born in the hour
of battle amid the tossing of plumes, the
tramping of the host, the shout of trum-
pets and roar of cannon, has always been
found sufficient to hurl men into any
scene of horror or of peril. .lunot could
coolly sit and write to Bonaparte's dicta-
tion, while the shot whistled around him,
and laughingly shake the paper as a can-
non ball plowing past him threw the dirt
over it, with the exclamation, "This is
lucky, 1 shall have no need of sand."

Murat could ride on his magnificent
steed up to a whole company of Cossacks,
and disperse them by a sinirle wave of the

Lannes could forage liken lion amid
the foo at Montibello. while the cannon-sh- ot

wasted so awfully around him. that
he himself said afterwards: "I could hear
the bones crash in my division like hail-
stones against a window." Yet each of
these was but one among a thousand
heroic acts, and gained for their authors
no such title as that given to Ncy.

key's courage.
There was a reason for this. Theirs was a

heroism called forth by sudden emergen-
cies, and such as the commonest soldier
often exhibits in the heat of battle. Ney's
courage was sunvthing more and greater;
it dared just as much without the least
apparent excitement. His thoughts were
just as clear, and his eye as quiet amid
the falling ranks, as if he were standing on
some far observatory and looking the
scene of slaughter.

He H'ould sit almost witiiin the blaze of
200 cannon, and while his horses were
sinking under him, and whole companies
melting like frost-wor- k before his eyes,
give orders as calmly as though manuver-in- g

at a grand review.
was his wonderful, almost marble

calmness in the most sudden and extreme
danger, that struck even heroes with
astonishment.

He would stand within musket-sh- ot of a
most terrific and hotly-worke- d battery,
and while the storm of bullets swept where
lie stood, eye all its operations, and scan
its assailable points with imperturbable
quietness The fierce shock of cavalry,
ana me steaay cnargc oi Jt,ngiisii nayencts,
could not for one moment divert his gaze, or
disturb the clear and natural operations of
his mind.

The alarming cry through his own ranks,
"Sauve qui peut," or the full belief that all
was lost, could not shake his steadiness I

One would have thought him an iron man. i

and strung with no ordinary nerves, had j

not seen him in a desperate charge. .

iien ins eye gianccu nice an eagie s, ana
with his' form towering amid the smoke of
battle and flash of sabers, he seemed an
embodied hurricane, sweeping over the
field.

Much of this doubtless was constitu-
tional, and was owing to his wonder--

Mahsiiaz.

ful power of mental concentration. He
could literally shut up his mind to the one
object he had in view. The overthrow of
the enemy absorbed every thought within
him, and he had none to give to danger or
to death.

Where he placed his mind he held it, j

and not all the uproar and confusion of
battle could divert He would not allow
himself to see anything else, and hence he
was almost as insensible to the danger
around him as a deaf and dumb and blind
man would ik.. been. He once
expressed the true secret of his calmness,
when, after one of these exhibitions of
composure, amid the most horrid carnage,
one of his officers asking him if never
felt fear, he replied, "I never had time."

This was another way of saying that
fear and danger had nothing to do with the
object before him, and therefore he would
not suffer his thoughts rest on them for

single moment. It would not require
much "time," one would think, lo see the
danger of marching straight into the flash

a hundred cannon, or feel a thrill of
terror, as the last discharge left him almost
alone, amid his dead and dying guard.

rowEii of c.')Nc:cnthatio:.
But he had trained his mind not to see

these things for the time being This de-
votion and concentration of all his powers
to a single object, gave him advan-
tage in moments of peril, and when the
fate of a battle was turning on a single
thought. Where other would become
confused in the confusion around them,
he remaining clear as ever, and was able
frequently to everything;, when
everything seemed lost. --

His tenacity of will was equal to his
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alwavs wore a complacent look.

Again and again did he lling his crown
and France into his keeping and that of
his legions, and almost without fear see
them borne on into the smoke of battle.
The bold Marshal never disappointed him.
and it was for this reason Bonaparte
placed his throne and Empire into his
hands, and saw them both go down in the
last charge of the Old Guard at Waterloo.

Even here Ney would have saved his
master, if bravery and devotion could have
done it.

During the whole campaign of 1800-- 7, Ney
moves before us as some hero of former
ages. At Jena, borne on by his impetuous
courage, he charged and took a battery,
and the next instant found himself sur-
rounded by an army that no other man
would have thought of resisting.

But though hemmed in, and apparently
overwhelmed, instead of yielding, as pru-
dence itself seemed to dictate, ho immedi-
ately formed his men into squares; and
kept up such a rolling, devouring fire, on
every side, that the headlong masses fell
by hundreds at every discharge.

Bonaparte, seeing tho imminent peril
of his brave Marshal, detached Bertrand
with several regiments of horse lo his re-
lief. No sooner was he extricated, than he
unrolled his men again into column, and
with a firm and rapid step ascended tho
hill on which Vicrzhen Ileiligen stood, and
after a fierce conflct, took it.

irrksistirle charof.
This was the center of the enemy's

position, and Napoleon saw from a dis-
tance with delight his favorite Marshal in
the very heart of the Prussian lines. Re-
pulsing for awhile with prodigious slaugh-
ter every attempt of the enemy to regain it,
he again unrolled his into column,
and marched through a most scourging
fire, straight on the Prussian's right.

The tempest of musketry and grape
through which he advanced, drove like a
storm of sleet in the face of his men; but
nothing could resist the impetuous ctiarge,

.i ,i" !... i- - ..r i!. iirami me ngui line oi me .tines was swuiiu
away. irouna tnc wau aim
Madgeburg crossing the Vistula at tlio
terrible battle of Soldau annihilating a
Russian corps at Deppen, at Gustadt and
Amskerdorfi he is the same calm, de-
termined, and terrible man.

In the picture the imagination draws of
the battle of Priedland, Ncy always oc-

cupies the foreground. There, the tried
veteran was appointed lo commence the
action. The engagements with detached
corps had ceased, and both armies were
drawn up in battle array. For several
hours there had been no firing, and it
being now A o'clock, the Russian General
supposed there would be no engagement
till morning.

But at f o'clock the sudden discharge of
20 cannon from the French center, the
signal of attack, announced the Rus
sian army that the day was to end in
blood. The troops were

.
ordered to stand to

i :. i. !! i iuieir arms, anu me next moment uie ueati
of Ney's mighty column was seen to emerge j

from a wood behind Posthenen and stretch ,

itself, in a huge black line, into the open
field

In close array and quick time it moved I

straight unon Friedland. The sun was '

stooninir to the western horizon, as if hast- -
ing from the scene of carnage about to j

open yet his departing light gave new

towers of Friedland, the countless thou- -
sands of those that still remai m the
wood were visible.

But all eyes were directed on Ney and

Michel Nky.

his magnificent column that, crossing the
field at a rapid step, scattered like a whirl-
wind everything that opposed their prog-
ress. Whole regiments of cavalry and Co-
ssacks, the chasseurs of the guard, militia
and all, went down, or were driven before
us tide-lik- e movement

On every side were seen flying horsemen
and scattered infantry. The other divis-
ions now advanced to the attack, but the
victory seemed about ti) lie won by IScy
alone, for he was close ..upon Friedland.- 'anu a snout romng along tne whole column
and heard above' the roar of battle, an-
nounced that thetown was about to be
carried by assault

a "mars of living valoh."
But just at this crisis the Russian Im-

perial Guard was ordered to advance. With
fixed .bayonets, this mass of living valor
hurled itself on its adversary. The head o'f
Ney's column went down before the charge,
and the, whole-- body was rolled back over
the field. But falling on Victor's corps,
rapidly j advancing to sustain him, ral-
lied his broken ranks and again pressed lo
the assault.

Friedland was carried after an obstinate
resistance and immense- slaughter, and
soon the bridges in the rear over tho Alle
were in flames.

The .smoke, rolled over the field of battle
like lh:t or a burning forest the sun went
down ki gloom, and tho dead were piled
over tho ground, and Ney had made Bona-
parte again conqueror by his indomitable
valor..

Napoleon's confidence in him was almost
unhoundey. During the battle of Bautzen
he lay onjthe ground, sheltered by a hight
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been prevented had he listened to Ney's
counsel. The conquest of Spain brought
nothing but disaster, and the invasion of
Hussia overturned his throne. Against
both these Ney urged "his strenuous re-

monstrance as long as it seemed of any
.avail, and then didiiis utmost to prevent
the ruin he knew must follow.

AN JkNrCDOTE.- ,t--
t)ne day at Madrid Napoleon entereTthe

room where Ney and several officers were
. .. i -- i ?.. . .. "s--

atanuing, ami saium great giee;
"Everything goe on well; Romanawill

e reduced in a fortnight; the English are
defeated "and will bo.unablc to advance; in
three, months the war will be finished."

The officers lo whom this was addressed
m:uc. no rcolvr but Nev. shakinc his head.
.:iid with his characteristic bluntness:

"Sire, this war has lasted long already,"
and our affairs .are not improved. These

nieces, a have to oppose an
other twice as numerous. It is notan
army we nave 10 ngni, u is a wiioie huiiuu.
I see no end to this business."

Bonaparte followed his own inclinations,
and was eventually defeated. Ney saw
the difference between conquering an army
and a people. Though engaged in no gen-
eral battle while in Spain, ho exhibited
his wonted skill and bravery in Austria.

But it is in the Russian campaign that
he displayed his greatest qualities as a i

commander. I he history oi tnc oranu
Army in its invasion of Russia and retreat
from" it, combines more of glory and of
gloom than anything of its kind in the
annals of man.

The contrast between that army of nearly
a half a million of men, crossing the Nie-me- n

in presence of Napoleon, as he sat in
his tower and saw those glorious legions
move in beautiful order and high spirits
before him; and the remnant of that scat-- '

tereri army in rags, wan anu gnastiy,
staggering like a- - band of specters over
that same river, always fills one with the
profoundest melanchdly.

At Smolensko, Ney made a last effort to
dissuade the Emperor from passing into
Russia so late in tho season. But neither
he nor the other-Goncral- s that formed his
council could divert his purpose. The h;it-tl- cs

of Valentina and Krasnoi soon fol-

lowed, and last of all came Borodino, in
which Ney "outdid himself," and earned
the title Napoleon gave him on the spot of
"Prince of Moskwa."

At the commencement of that action
Bonaparte kept Ney close beside him, and
would not for a Jong time allow him to
take part in the conflict. There they
stood within hailing distance of each other
and gazed on the 'battle that raged on the
right. At length the former called Ney to
him and gave his last orders.

The trumpets spunded, the drums heat
their hurried chargo, and Ney with his
three divisions hurled himself on the foe.
The enemy's artillery swept within a cer-
tain limit every inch of ground, and it
seemed impossible that a body of men
could stand there a single moment. But
with a firm and rapid step that unflinch-
ing column moved forward, till it at length
entered the. storm of grapeshot, when tho
head of it sank down and disappeared
like snow when it meets the river.

NEY AT TUB FI10NT.
t

Yet Ney otill moved unhurt nt its head,
and without faltering a moment, led the
remnant straight through tho destructive
fire, up to the very intronchments, and
carried them. Then , commenced that ter-
rific struggle for the highls of Demenow-skoi- e.

Davoust and Ney strove together
with more than human valor to gain the
eminence. After four hours of steady, un
paralleled effort against superior force, and
in tho midst of incessant discharges of
artillery, Nay sent to Bonaparte for help.
The Young Guardand tho reserved cav-
alry were ordered down, though they still,
at tho command of Nsipoleon, remained
idle spectators of the fight, while he di-
rected 400 cannon on.the redoubt.

Under cover of tliip terrible fire, the in-
trepid columns moved to the assault. The
Russian artillery" .from tho batteries
stretched whole battalions on the field at
every discharge. But it was all in vain.
The rent columns closed again as before,
"each treading where his comrade stood,"
and pressed on like the in-rolli- ng wave of
the i

Finding tho French were gaining ground,
the Russian commander ordered his whole
left wing to leave the intronchments and
meet the French in the plain below. The
shock was awful. Eighty thousand men
were crowded into a. small space, and for
more than an hour raged against each
other in all tho ferocity of war, while 700
pieces of cannon played incessantly upon
the dense masses of living flesh.

Ney moved amid this wild storm calm
and collected, though heated by tho battle,
like some terrible spirit of the fight. His
uniform riddled with balls, and his face
begrimed with powder and smoke, he still,
with his clear clarion voice, cheered on his
troops, and with his cool bravery held his
exhausted men to the encounter" with a
tenacity that could not be overcome, and J
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nnd the falling o( column, and wh11 hum- -
out were lmrne to their onrs, must huvo
been in the highest degree dramatic. From
the heap of ruins and from the solitude
which was more prophetic than the uproar

Sustainino Tne Eeae-Gtjak- d of
of the storm, tho Grand Army commenced ,

its retreat. ,

A hundred and fifty thousand men and I

50,000 horses, with nearly six hundred ,

mounted by countless standards and the
cross of Ivan the Great.

iUUlUUIUk. T ...VI VW1JI1 1Y1. lUlllKIU" .. ...
this confused throng, and among them
Russian girls, who were willing captives,
'Ihus this mighty caravan dragged its slow
length along, gradually diminishing, day ;

after day, under the fatiguing march and
increasing cold, strewing the roads with I

the costliest furs, and stuffs of the East,
together with wagons and carriages.

At length, fighting its way, tho army
lit. ll T J" l - 1.

i approacneu me neiuoi oorouino, on which.
nearly two monms Deiore, mat rsattie oi
Giants" had been fought. As the column
slowly toiled on, they came upon heaps of
human skeletons, and corpses half de-
voured.

Thirty thousand mutilated forms covered
the plain, and amid thexn deserted drums,

.broken helmets, shattered wagons, gun-stoc- ks,

and fragments of uniform, and
torn and bloody .standards sweeping the
ground over which they lately floated in
pride. The earth was all furrowed up, and J
desolation and gloom reigned over tho
scene.

The hight, on which stood the great
redoubt, where the heat of the conflict had
been, was white with skeletons that lay
unburied where they fell. The field seemed
a great cemetery which an earthquake
had suddenly rent asunder emptying all
its inmates upon the surface.

It was a melancholy spectacle that sad
and dispirited throng treading amid the
wreck and skeletons of a dead army.

At Wiazma Ney was appointed lo relieve
Davoust, and with his corps cover the re-

treat. In this act Napoleon utters more
distinctly his opinion of that Marshal's
generalship than language can do.

NEY 3 YAT.OB AND DIECKETION.

The whole history of Nejr's conduct dur-
ing that memorable retreat seems to belong
rather to some hero of romance than an
actual man. The wonderful details ap-
pear incredible, and would not be believed
if the evidence was not incontestable.
With a mere handful of men he placed
himself between the French and Russian
armies, and by his marvellous exertion,
desperate valor, and exhaust less inge-
nuity, saved a portion of that host which
would otherwise have been totally anni-
hilated.

That retreat alone would make him im-
mortal. With all the fault found with his
generalship, there was not a commander
among either the French or allied forces
during the whole war, that ever did or ever
could accomplish what Ney performed in
that memorable flight. Had he fallen
Bonaparte would probably have fallen
.also, and the former really saved the
army, which the latter never could have
done.

Without provisions, almost without arms,
he battled the well-trie- d and countless
legions of Russia back from his Emperor
.and over the wintry fields of snow and
amid the driving storm, with a heart un-
tamed .and a will unsubdued, he hovered
like a protecting spirit around the divided
and flying ranks of his countrymen. The
soldiers, exhausted and despairing, threw
their muskets from them into the snow-
drifts, and lay down by thousands to die.

Cold, benumbed, and famine-struc- k, this
ghost of an army straggled on through the
deep snow, with nothing but the tall pines
swaying and roaring mournfully in the
blast for landmarks to the glazing eye,
while an enraged and well-disciplin- ed

army pressing in the rear.
Clouds of ravens, whose dusky forms

glanced like spirits through the snow-fille- d
air, croaked over the falling columns,

while troops of dogs, that had followed the
army from Moscow, fell on the prostrate
fornjs before life was wholly extinct.

The storm howled by as the soldiers
sank at night in the snow to rest, many to
rise no more, while the morning sun, if it in
shone at all, looked cold and dimly down
through the flying clouds of a northern
sky. There were long intervals when not
a drum or trumpet-not- e broke the muffled
tread of the staggering legions.

On the rear of such an army, and in as
sight of such horrors, did Ney combat.
Nothing but a spirit unconquerablo as
fate itself could have sustained him, or
kept alive the flagging courage of his
troops. Stumbling every moment over the he
dead bodies of their comrades who had
marched but a few hours in advance of
them, thousands threw away their arms in
despair, and wandered-of- f into the wilder-
ness to die with cold, or be slain by the his
Cossacks.

Yet Ney kept a firm band around him
that all the power of Russia could not
conquer. Now ordering his march with
the skill of a General, and now with mus-
ket in hand fighting like a common soldier,
the moral force of his example accom- -
Idished what authority alono never could for
lave done. At length the brave and heroic

commander seemed to have reached tho
crisis of his fato, and there appeared no he
escape from the doom that hung over him.
The Russians had finally placed them-
selves between the French army and that
rear-guar- d, now dwindled to a few thou-
sand.

Ignorant of his danger, Ney was leading
his columns through a dense fog to the
banks of tho Lossmina, on which were
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Despak then seised every heart, and n
fathomless abyss yawned beneath that
lone rear-guar- d; and all discipline would
have been lost, but for the sway which the

Geand Aemy.

lofty mind, rather than outward command,
of Ney held over his troops.

His kindness to the sufferers, and his
care for the wounded, and the creat cener--

pleading tones,
Ney, touched by the spectacle, lifted up

the infant himself, and replaced it on the
mother's breast, biddine her cherish and
protect it. Again did she cast it away,
and again did he carry it in his own brave
arms back to her; and though the mother
was finally left to die on the frozen ground,
that tender infant survived all the horrors
of the retreat and lived to see France

What an eulogy on this man of steel was
this single act! With destruction staring
him and his army in the face, he, though
hardened in a hundred battles, and called
"the Bravest of the Brave," could forget
his own dangers and duties in the efforts
to save the life of a single infant.

Countless acts of this kind showing that
in that fearless heart dwelt the kindliest
sympathies of our nature,created a bond
of affection between him and the meanest
soldier, and enhanced tenfold their "awe
of him when he moved in such terrible
strength through the carnage of battle.

Pressing eagerly on, Ney and his 6,000
men came upon Krasnoi, where Napoleon
had struggled so nobly to save Davoust.
Ignorant of the battle that had been fought
there, the soldiers still knew its whole
history for by the caps lying amid the
corpses, and the uniforms scattered here
and there over the frosty ground, they
could pick out even the regiments that
had suffered most.

AMID SAD SCENES.

Hurrying over this sad field where they
stumbled every moment over their un-
buried comrades, and horses lying still
alive in their harness, amid broken mus-
kets, and helmets, and dismounted can-
non kicking up, along every ravine where
the snow had drifted, these horrid relics
as they marched forward, they came at
length to the Lossmina.

It was back over such a road that Ney,
after his repulse, ordered his soldiers to
march. They stood and gazed in amaze-
ment at him, as if they could not have
heard aright, and then, wondering, as they
afterwards said, at their own submission,
quietly obeyed him. It was a dark and
cold night a night of 10 hours in length,
when 'the shattered and bleeding column
began its retreat, and retrod the battle-
field over which it had marched with
shuddering only a short time before.

At length coming to a ravine, Ney halted
and ordered the snow to be cleared away,
thinking there must be a stream beneath
leading to the Dnieper. The men soon
came to ice, when the Marshal taking out
his map and looking at it for a moment,
ordered the army to keep along the ravine.

After proceeding a short distance,' he
directed the fires to be kindled as if he in-

tended to bivouac for the night, in order to
deceive the enemy. As the lights blazed
upon the darkness, the Russians fired off
their cannon in joy, for their foes now
seemed within their grasp.

Ney listened a moment to the sullen
echo, thinking nt first that Davoust had
come; but the next moment, understand-
ing the language it spoke, "he swore he
would give the lie to their joy," and
immediately his march.

In the hurry and darkness, many, who
from wounds and exhaustion, lagged be-
hind, wandered out of the way, as the
column, without the sound of a drum or
trumpet swept silently and swiftly across
the fields; io that when ho reached the
Dnieper, Ney saw that but a part of his
followers had arrived.

As good fortune, or rather a kind heaven
above, ordained it, the river where they
struck it was frozen across, while above
and below the ice was all afloat. Still, this
narrow bridge was weak, and would bear
only one at a time, and the position of Ney
was perilous in the extreme.

To save himself and his army no time
was to be lost, for not only were 10,000 men

his rear, but the ice was gradually giv-
ing way. But here he again exhibited that
greatness of heart which honors him more
than his bravery, and makes our love for
him exceed even our admiration for, hav-
ing arranged his fragment of an army so

to march over the ice at a moment's
warning, he waited three hours before
crossing to allow the weak and wounded
stragglers to come in.

Pressed by the most appalling dangers
still yielded to the dictates of mercy,

and there on the banks of the frozen river,
and during this time of intense anxiety,
with tho ice melting before him, did this
strange, indomitable man lie down with

cloak around him, and sleep.
napoleon's anxiety.

Bonaparte, fnr In advance, struggling
forward on foot with a b?rch stick in his
hand to keep him from falling on the ice
surrounded by his few exhausted yet
faithful followers, was pressed with anxiety

the fate of Noy his now last remaining
hope.

As he strode on over the desolate track,
was heard continually murmuring to

himself, and "Ney, Ney." almost momen-
tarily escaped from his lips, accompanied
with passionate exclamations of grief.

But the Marshal, of whom he had heard
nothing for so long a time, had crossed the
Dnieper with his .1,000 men, although he

(Conliuuuci on tenth paj;e.)

WW. TflliES for VETERflKSI
A llr'Xemik.r, J

Bullet and Shell -- " iJte

i MT iff

"S wfcftHk Wf kM rt WtOtt.
A pw 9f

M mtr w "r r. m mm tr t&L
--r mmme Ok ki Wirui wwrt-- H m" m TU&-9m-

0&m lni a &nQ
tmt ffrtffcr Xm, tmt

mumymnf

Tourgec's mwi-t- i"
lint tIrI Pnmnuc rCnvlc i "

Su rip mmA

man r-- rl m T --in --..i. . - rtt-wl'-s

Krraixl ' "m t nmm --- t -- ' --. v- - 4&;
KrlrU V lllmiit Straw tb r f - Kr4-b-.

v' "'ir i fen li I n -- . M.no prrtnl.
.Sniil fur iiplnloa. ef rnernU, .HoldIrand.sialciiicii.

ruitUS. HOWARD .t: IICI.Tt KUlT.
Aftr Vork.

X. ft. Iny oT tlin ahoTC vol, unit, pet
p:IU. to "ulcrlbcr ofThe .it(lou.--l Trlane Tor 31.10.

Free- -A Wonderful Shrub. Cures Kldnejui
Bladder Diseases, Rheumatism, etc.
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Rev. John H. "Watson, testifies In the KewYork
World, that It saved him from the edge of th9
grave when dying of Kidney disease. The ven-
erable Mr. Jos. Whitten,. of Woirboro. New
Hampshirc.at the age of clghty-flv-c. gratefully
writes or his cure of Dropsy, swelling of ths
feet, and Kidney and Bladder disease by tho
Kava-Ka- va Shrub. Many ladles also testify to
Its wonderful curative powers In disorders pe-

culiar to womanhood.
That you may judge of the value of this Grant

Specific for yourself, we will send you one Largs
Case by Mail FREE, only asklnjr that wfaea
cured yourself you will recommend it to others.
It is a Sure Specific and cannot fail. Addrew,
The Church Kidney Cure Company, No. 409 Fourtll
Avenue. New York City. Mention this paper.
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PENSIONS !
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JOSEPH H. HUNTER,
Washington, D. C.
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